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4 | INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

For indeed these four principles that the author,
Shaykh Muhammad bin 'Abdul-Wahhab may Allah
have mercy upon him, in it had cautioned about are
extremely important principles. So whoever
understands and comprehends them well; then he
has understood the religion of the Mushrikeen
(Polytheists) and has understood the religion of the
Muslims.

Majority of the creation do not understand these
principles [of shirk]; because of that these principles
obscure are for them. Consequently they end up
worshipping graves, those whom inhabit those
graves, the 'Awliyaah of Allah, worshipping trees and
stones beside Allah, while they think that they are
upon something due on their level of ignorance of the
true meaning of Tawheed and the reality of Shirk
(Polytheism).

The author of these principles is Shaykh- ul-Imam
Muhammad bin Abdil-Wahhab, may Allah have
mercy upon him; He was the reviver of what was
obliterated and wiped out from the Muslim world in
this Arabian Peninsula in the second half of the
twelve century. He passed away in the year 1206
after hijrah.
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EXPLANATION OF INTRODUCTION
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The author e said,

"I ask Allah al-Kareem (i.e., The Generous), the Lord of
the Tremendous throne that he guards you (the
reader/ listener) in the Dunya’' as well as in the

Hereafter; and may He make you blessed where ever

you are. May He make you from those who when he is

given (blessings) he shows gratitude, when he is tried

and tested he displays patience and when he sins he

seeks forgiveness. Verily, these three matters are the
epitome of happiness."[1]

Explanation

[1]The author amasses beneficial statements and a
supplication for the person seeking knowledge. This
is from sincerity that the author would supplicate for
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the one seeking knowledge that he is granted success
and benefit.

No doubt that the one seeking knowledge, if Allah
accepts this supplication pertaining to him then he
will become happy. The author said,

513 SR el 5] e Sl O (S35 T 6 g &
SR S Gl B

“May He make you from those who when he is given
(blessings) he shows gratitude, when he is tried and
tested he displays patience and when he sins he
seeks forgiveness.”

Therefore, these three matters indeed is the epitome
of happiness; whenever the believer strives for these
statements, then his happiness will be achieved.

So he should show gratitude to Allah for what Allah
has given him by fulfilling Allah’s commands and
abandoning His prohibitions, and whenever he sins
he should seek forgiveness and repent to Allah; this
is the circumstance of the believer. For this reason

the prophet ($E%E415) said,
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"How astonishing is the affair of the believer!! Verily,
his affair in totality is good for him; and that is not the
circumstance for any other individual except for the
believer. If good times comes his way he shows
gratitude, then that is good for him; and if bad times
befall him shows patience, then it is good for him." !

This obligation has been placed upon the believer to
show gratitude in times of ease and blessings; just
like in times of good health, vitality, the blessing of
Islam, having children, wealth and so forth.

So he should be grateful to Allah for those things by
being obeying Allah’s commands as well as by
turning away from Allah's prohibitions. Allah (i)
says,

& 153 536 3 Teny
"Work you, O family of Dawud (David), with thanks!" 2

Meaning: that he should obey Allah’s commands,
refrain from Allah’s prohibitions and give from the
blessings in obedience to Al-Maw'la (The All-Mighty
Protector); just like this he should be patient and
anticipate a reward from Alldh in times trials,
likewise in times of sickness or the death of a child
or close of kin and similar to that.

So he should not be unhappy, tear the front of his
garments (i.e., A sign of mourning), nor slap the side

1 Muslim, Book on al-Zuhd #2999

2 Saba' [34:13]
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of his face or make supplications from the pre-
Islamic era let alone speak obscenities; rather he
should endure and be patient. So in times of
committing sins, he should be quick to make
repentance and seek Allah’s forgiveness.

g R
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"Be aware, may Alldh guide you to His obedience, that
the religion of Ibrahim, al-Haneefiyah, is to worship
Allah sincerely to His religion just like what Allah (%)
says, "And I (Allah) created not the jinns and humans
except they should worship me (Alone). 3 So when you
become aware that Allah had created you for that
purpose of worship, then know! That worship can not
be called worship except when accompanied by
Tawheed (i.e., to single out Allah with all worship).

3 Ad-Dhariyaat [51:56]
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Similar to the prayer it is impossible to call it so
unless when accompanied by purification. So when
Shirk (i.e., Polytheism) enters upon worship it becomes
corrupted just when al-hadathu (i.e., An occurrence
that nullifies the Wudoo) enters upon purification... So
when you have learned that shirk when it is mixed
with worship it becomes corrupted and nullifies the
deeds. The person who does his action becomes from

those who are in the hellfire for all eternity. You
should know that the most important (of obligations)
placed upon you is to be aware of shirk; So that Allah
may guarantee you freedom and liberation from this
web of shirk which is to associate partners with or
alongside Allah.... He (38) says regarding shirk,
"Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set
up with him in worship, but He forgives except that
(anything else) to which He pleases..."* That is by
acquiring knowledge of the four principles of Shirk,
which Allah (%) has mentioned within His Book .[2]

Explanation

[2] So when the believer becomes aware that when
Shirk is mixed with Tawheed, it becomes corrupted
just like when al-hadath corrupts purification; then
he should become aware that it is necessary to learn
the reality of Tawheed and Shirk so he would not fall
into Shirk.

4 An-Nisaa [4:488 116]
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Because Tawheed by definition is the religion of
Allah, it is Islam, it is the guidance. So when the
person does any act of Shirk this nullifies his Islam,
this nullifies His religion.

For example, he supplicates to the deceased seeking
the aid of them. He curses/insults the religion or
Allah or His messenger, making a mockery of Allah
or His messenger or the religion; believing making
permissible what Allah had made impermissible from
what is known from the religion out of necessity, like
committing fornication and the likes.

Thus, when he carries out any one of the nullifiers of
Islam then he has nullified his religion.

Just like whoever carries out one of the things that
nullify purification pertaining to passing wind,
urination, defecation then his purification is null and
void.

In this manner his Tawheed and Islam if he does
anything from which violates it, then this voids his
Tawheed and his religion. So whoever renounces the
obligation of the prayer then he has disbelieved.

Whoever renounces the prohibition of fornication
then he has disbelieved. Whoever seeks the aid of the
dead, making a vow to them has disbelieved.

In this manner and pertaining to what the author
has been made clear of the reality of the religion is
that you should acquire religious knowledge of these
principles which have been mentioned in the book of
Allah.
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Therefore, when studying these principles and
analyzing them, it becomes clear/manifest to you the
matter (of Shirk) is greater.

79 3 3 o
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EXPLANATION OF THE FIRST PRINCIPLE
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That you should know the disbelievers, whom the
prophet fought against, had acknowledged that Alldh
is al-Khaalig (the creator), ar-Razzaq (the Sustainer),
and al-Mudabbir (the One who controls all matters)
although that did not enter them into the religion of
Islam. The evidence [of this principle] is the statement
of Allah (4E#EHE):

“Say (O Muhammad): "Who provides for you from the
sky and the earth? Or who owns hearing and sight?
And who brings out the living from the dead and
brings out the dead from the living? And who disposes
the affairs?" They will say: "Allah."” Then say (to them):
"Will you not then be afraid of Allah’s Punishment (for

setting up rivals in worship with Allah)?” 5 [3]

5 Yunus [10:31]
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Explanation

[3] The first principle is that you should know that
the mushrikun (polytheists), whom the prophet and
companions fought against, had acknowledged
Tawheed-ur-Rubboobiyah (singling out Alldh by his
actions, which are unique to Him). They
acknowledged that Allah is their creator,
provider/sustainer and governor of their affairs; and
they do not have any doubt about this.

However, the ignorant Muslims in our present times
think this type of Tawheed is suffice; and this comes
from ignorance since the mushrikun (the polytheists)
of the past were more knowledgeable, concerning
Tawheed, than the present day Mushrikun.

So when one of the mushrikun would acknowledge
Allah’s Rubboobiyah he would say,

"Verily Allah is my lord, my nurturer, my creator and
sole provider and sustainer."”

Surely that is not sufficient, so the Mushrikun had
acknowledged that; Allah (38) says,

b

< (a)}//,: % Pyt
S A o

"And if you ask them who created them, they will
surely say: "Allah." 6

6 Az-Zakharuf [43:87]

21
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And Allah says,
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If you were to ask them: "Who has created the
heavens and the earth and subjected the sun and the
‘ moon?" They will surely reply: "Allah." 7

Therefore, the mushrikun had acknowledged that.
Allah (38) says, "Say!!" That is: O Muhammad (),
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“Say (O Muhammad): "Who provides for you from the
sky and the earth? Or who owns hearing and sight?
And who brings out the living from the dead and
brings out the dead from the living? And who disposes
the affairs?" They will say: "Allah." Say: "Will you not
then be afraid?" 8

Meaning, by that you (the mushrikun) know this,
then why do not you fear associating/ascribing
partners with Allah—you need to return to the
Tawheed and to the al-Hagq (the Truth).

7Al-'Ankabut [29:61]
8 Yunus [10:31]
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So they are aware of these affairs and had
acknowledged it belongs to Allah, and in spite of this
that did not benefit them; rather, the prophet
(£e%E4lls) fought against them on the account that
they did not single out Allah, alone, with all worship;
rather they ascribed al-Laatu, al-Uzza, Manaa'
alongside Allah; and their idols were abundant.

e

Therefore, Tawheed by definition is the diverting of
all worship to Allah alone; and believing that He,
Allah, is deserving of it, no one else except for Him.
And from what has made this clear for you is what
the mushrikun say,

"We do not supplicate nor turn to them—Ilike what is in

the second principle—for any reason except to seek
nearness and intersession with Allah."

g R
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EXPLANATION OF THE SECOND PRINCIPLE
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That the mushrikun say,
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"We do not supplicate to them nor turn to them for any
reason except to seek nearness and intersession with
Allah."

The proof is in Allah’s (%) statement:

"And those who take Auliya (protectors and helpers)
besides Him (say): "We worship them only that they
may bring us near to Allah."” Verily, Allah will judge
between them concerning that wherein they differ.
Truly, Allah guides, not him who is a liar, and a
disbeliever." 9

The proof (of intersession) is in Allah’s (d8) statement,

"And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them
not, nor profit them, and they say: "These are our
intercessors with Allah." 10

As-Shaf a@’a (i.e. Intersession) is of two types: rejected
and acknowledged [i.e. Accepted] intersession.

As for the intersession, which is rejected then it is
what is sought from other than Allah in matters which
to no one is capable of accomplishing except Allah.

The proof of this is in Allah’s (45) statement,

"O you who believe Spend of that with which we have
provided for you, before a Day comes when there will
be no bargaining, nor friendship, nor intercession. And

9 Az-Zumar [39:3]
10 Yunus [10:18]
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it is the disbelievers who are the Zalimiin
(wrongdoers, etc.)." 11

The intersession, which is accepted it is what, is
sought from Alldh; the one seeking intersession has
been honored with being able to mediate; the one who
is mediating (before Allah).

In addition, the individual, who is being interceded on
his behalf, is one whom Allah is pleased with his
statements and deeds (based on Tawheed) which
after that, Allah’s permission is granted, just like what

Allah (48) says,

"Who is he that can intercede with Him except with
His Permission?" 12 [4]

Explanation

[4] Meaning: We did not mean that they (those
things being worshipped) can create, sustain
(anything from the creation), govern the affairs of the
universe, and bring life to the deceased; For Indeed
all of that belongs solely to Allah, yet we intended to
seek intersession for us, and that they bring us
closer to Allah.

On the basis, of them being better than us, they have
religion; they have acts of obedience and righteous
deeds; and because of this, we worship them, we

11 Al-Bagarah [2:254]
12 Al-Baqarah [2: 255]
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supplicate to them and seek the aid of them so that
they will bring us closer to Allah and would intercede
on our behalf.

Just as Allah (38) says concerning them in the Surah:

- P ,/ ? ,f/fa .51/5 2 w? ¢ 7%
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"And those who take Auliya (protectors and helpers)
besides Him (say): "We worship them only that they
may bring us near to Allgh." 13

Meaning: that they did not worship the prophets or
the righteous for any reason except that they (the
prophets and the righteous) would bring them near

to Allah; Allah (38) says,

"... Verily, Allah will judge between them concerning
that wherein they differ. Truly, Allah guides, not him
who is a liar, and a disbeliever." 14

Indeed Alldh, in this verse, attributed to them to
have the qualities of rejection and disbelief; so this

13 Az-Zumar [39:3]
14 Az-Zumar [39:3]

27
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indicates that their worship of those things is to seek
nearness to Allah. This is disbelief and is futile;
verily, they did not say,

"Those things can create and sustain (the creation); for
indeed they were worshipped, sought the aid of them,
made oaths to them, and made sacrifices to them; all
of that with the intention of obtaining nearness to
Allah and those things will intercede for them."

Therefore, This is the disbelief, which the first
mushrikun had done, for this reason Allah has called
them liars and disbelievers; and for this reason He,
Allah, had called them untruthful and disbelievers
because they had denied the truth with their
statement,

"They, the prophets, etc., will draw us close to Allah."

And that they have disbelieved with their actions,
Allah (38) says,

"And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them
not, nor profit them, and they say: "These are our
intercessors with Allah." 15

So they acknowledged that their false deities cannot
bring them benefit nor cause them harm; and that

15 Yunus [10:18]
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the things that they are worshiping are interceding
for them; Allah (38) says,

%@M\ POt C&%

"So no intercession of intercessors will be of any use
to them." 16

And Allah says,

§ ) 302t 5,8 5o GlBU G

"There will be neither friend nor an intercessor for the
Zalimiin (polytheists and wrongdoers, etc.), who could
be given heed to." 17

This Shirk (polytheism) nullified them receiving
intersession, and it, the Shirk, did not avail them;
rather it harmed them, and the only thing that will
avail them is at-Taubah (repentance) to Allah, al-
Istigaamah (i.e., Being upright and straight upon the
religion) upon Tawheed, worshipping Allah alone and
staying far from Shirk just like in the meaning of Laa
Ilgh Illa Allah (none has the right to be worshipped in
truth except Allah); that is they single out Allah alone
with worship, supplication, fear, hope, slaughtering,
and by making vows not ascribing alongside Allah
anyone; No prophet that was sent no angel near to
Allah, no jinn etc. Thus, this is the religion of Allah.

16 Al-Mudaaththir [74:48]
17 Al-Ghafir [40:18]
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Therefore, Tawheed and Islam is to direct one's
worship to Allah alone, and the lack of directing that
worship to other than Alldh; even if he claims that
other thing or person cannot create, sustain; so
whoever directs any form of worship to other than
Allah then indeed he has disbelieved even if he firmly
believed that the false deity cannot create, sustain
(anything).

For indeed the Mushrikun (in the era of
Prophet JE%E4]Z ) had believed in this, they knew that
those false deities could not create nor sustain
(anything); and those false deities are poor and under
someone else control (Alldh). So Allah did not excuse
them for that; rather He called them disbelievers
because of their seeking intercession from other than
Allah and directing their worship to other than Allah.

So in summary, their supplication to other than
Allah, their seeking the aid of other than Allah, and
their directing some of the modes of worship to other
than Allah, making the servant of Allah a partner
with Allah even if he acknowledged that Allah is the
All-Creator, All-Provider and the Governor (of the
matters of the universe).

So even if he acknowledged that their false deities
cannot bring about any benefit nor cause any harm;
however, he wants their intercession, or he wants
them bring him near to Allah. This will not free him
from Shirk.

So he, who worships al-Badwi, Shaykh 'Abdul-Qadir
al-Jilaani, the messenger (££%E4f2), an idol, or a
jinn; and he states,
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"Verily he believes that it will bring him near to Allah,
and he does not believe that it cannot create or
provide anything.”

For indeed it has been made clear to him that this is
major Shirk, and this is the Deen [religion] of the
Polytheists in which they are upon. Allah (¥) says,

4 &8 A QTR XS Gy

"We worship them only that they may bring us near to
Allah." 18

So the obligation has been placed upon him to be
cautious of this religion—meaning the religion of
polytheists—by making sincere repentance,
departing from this Shirk, and by educating whoever
does not understand among his Brethren, his close
relatives and those within his home.

In addition, he should have zeal in this Da'wah (i.e.,
Propagating the religion), and he should aspire,
likewise, in instructing them that their statement,
Aliha (false deities) which they worship, while they
did not intend to worship them so that they will
bring benefit or causing them harm—merely they
intended on worshipping so that they will seek
intercession on their behalf, and they will bring them
near to Allah.

So indeed this is major Shirk, because of their
wanting nearness and intercession with Allah. So

18 Az-Zumar [39:3]
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they had directed their worship to those false deities.
This is major Shirk.
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TEXT OF THE THIRD PRINCIPLE
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The author (ws said,

That the Prophet (J5%&{5) overwhelmed and
vanquished the people who differed in their worship
(i.e., Their Shirk): From them are those who worship
angels; and from them are those who worship
prophets and the righteous, from them are those who
worship trees and stones, and those who worship the
sun and the moon; and the messenger of Alldh
(85284]2 ) fought them all. He did not make a
distinction between them. :

And the proof is Allah’s statement,
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“And fight them until there is no more Fitnah and the
religion (worship) will all be for Allah Alone [in the
whole of the world].” 19

And the proof of worshipping the sun and the moon is
Shirk is Allah’s statement,

"And from among His Signs are the night and the day,
and the sun and the moon. Prostrate neither to the
sun nor to the moon, but prostrate to Allah who
created them, if you (really) worship Him". 20

And the proof of worshipping angels is Shirk is Allah’s
statement,

"Nor would he order you to take angels and Prophets
for lords (gods), would he order you to disbelieve after
you have submitted to Allah's Will?" 21

And the proof of worshipping the prophets is Shirk is
Allah’s statement,

"And (remember) when Allah will say (on the Day of
Resurrection): "O Tsa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary)!
Did you say unto men: 'Worship me and my mother as
two gods besides Allah?' "He will say: "Glory is to you!
It was not for me to say what I had no right (to
say). Had I said such a thing, You would surely have
known it. You know what is in my inner self though I
do not know what is in Yours, truly, You, only You,

¥ An-An'fal [8:39]
2 pyssilat [41:37]
! Ali 'Imraan [3:80]
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are the All Knower of all that is hidden and unseen."
22

And the proof of worshipping the righteous is Shirk is
Allah’s statement,

“Those whom they call upon [like Isa (Jesus) son of
Maryam (Mary), 'Uzair (Ezra), angel, etc.] desire (for
themselves) means of access to their Lord (AllGh), as
to which of them should be the nearest and they [Isa
(Jesus), 'Uzair (Ezra), angels, etc.] hope for His Mercy
and fear His Torment. Verily, the Torment of your Lord
is something to be afraid of!" 23

And the proof of worshipping trees and stones is Shirk
is Allah’s statement,

"Have you then considered Al-Lat, and Al-'Uzza (two
idols of the pagan Arabs) And Manat (another idol of
the pagan Arabs), the other third?" 24

And the hadith of Abu Waagqid al-Laythi said,
“We went out alongside the prophet ($53E4{Z) on the
expedition of Hunayn—we were new Muslims, and
the Polytheists had a Sidr [i.e. Lotus tree] that they
use to seclude themselves in worship and to devotion
to it and they would hang their weapons on it.

And it was said regarding it, “Dhat-ul-Anwat” then we
had passed by a lotus tree... "And we said: O

2 Al-Ma’idah [5:116]
23 Al-Israa [17:57]
24 An-Najm [53:19-20]




EXPLANATION OF THE TREATISE: THE FOUR
PRINCIPLES OF SHIRK

Messenger of Alldh make for us Dhat-ul-Anwat just
like what they have."

TEXT OF THE FOURTH PRINCIPLE
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The author Zifg said,

"That the polythezsts of our time are more engrossed in
Shirk than those in the era of the prophet (4E5EHIZ).

Because they, the Mushrikun in the time of the
Prophet (#), had committed acts of polytheism in times
of ease, and were sincere in their worship in times of
hardship.”

As for the polytheists of our time, their polytheism is
ongoing; in times of ease and hardship. And the proof
is the statement of Allah,

37
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"And when they embark on a ship, they invoke Alldah,
making their Faith pure for Him only, but when He
brings them safely to land, behold, they give a share
of their worship to others." 25

May Allah send prayers and salutations upon our
prophet Muhammad, his family as well as his

companions. [5]

s e e W R

% Al-Ankabut [29:65]
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EXPLANATION OF THE THIRD & FOURTH
PRINCIPLE

[S] Is that prophet (4%&4fs) had conquered and
overwhelmed the people who differed in their
worship; this is the third principle, and the author
mentioned after it the fourth principle among the
four principles of Shirk, which whoever has
understood and comprehended them well has
understood the religion of the Mushrikeen
(polytheists) as well as the religion of the messengers;
and he has become acquainted with the distinction
between them both.

It is the clear, important principles, which the author
has illustrated within it the true meaning of Shirk
(Polytheism) and what they, the Mushrikeen
(polytheists), are upon.

The author (W& clarifies in these four principles

what the prophet (4E%Es) called to, guided, and

"

what Allah has sent him with.

So whoever understands these four principles, just
like it is a must for him to have insight and be
knowledgeable about the religion of the messengers;
Indeed the first principle had mentioned clarifying
that they, the Mushrikeen, had acknowledged
Tawheed-ur-Rubboobiyah and that they did not deny
that Allah is the All-Creator, the All-Sustainer, the
All-Governor of the universe, the All-Giver of life and
death, the All-Provider of the servants, they knew
this, and for this reason, they had acknowledged it
when they were asked,
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"And if you ask them who created them, they will
surely say: "Allah". 26

é‘?\“

As previously noted, the author then clarified in the
second principle that the Mushrikun will say,

"We do not call upon nor turn to them [the false deities]
for any reason except to seek nearness to Allah and
intercession."

Meaning: that they did not turn to them, believing in
them that they can create and sustain; for they knew
that the All-Creator, the All-Sustainer is Allah the
most exalted and sublime; however, they worshiped
those false deities for the purpose of seeking
intersession and to bring them near to Allah. Allah
said what was upon their tongue,

¢ &5 AT J G ) XS Cy

"We worship them only that they may bring us near
to Allah." 27

“And they say: "These are our intercessors with
Allah." 28

26 Az-Zakharuf [43:87]
7 Az-Zumar [39:3]
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This is their Shirk; they will say,

"We only supplicated to them, and turned our faces to
them so that they may bring us near to Allah and
grant us intercession with Allah—and Allah is All-

Sustaining, the All-powerful Creator (¥)."

As for the polytheism of Mushrikun of the later
generations, then their Shirk is ongoing, in times of
ease and hardship.

So they associate the prophets and other than them
alongside Allah. Some of them commit Shirk
regarding the Rubboobiyah of Allah, and believe that
some of the Mashaykh (Scholars) and the righteous
can alter things that occur within the creation and in
mankind, and this is from the feeble-mindedness of
their intellect as well as its misguidance.

So they became more foolish than the first
Mushrikun in the time of the prophet, and became
less in intellect and greater in Shirk.

The details of Intercession have been mentioned and
that Intercession is of two types, Intercession that is
accepted, and it is that Allah gives permission for it
and is pleased with it, like the intercession of the
prophet (£E%&4J2) for those who are standing waiting
to be reckoned on the Day of Resurrection so that
Allah will hasten judgment between them by Allah’s
permission; and the prophet's interceding for the
people upon Tawheed so they will enter paradise by
Allah’s(#%) permission and pleasure.

%8 Yunus [10:18]
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The false intercession is that the Mushrikun seek it
from other than Allah; like the prophets, the
righteous, the Angels, the Jinn, or from trees, and
this is a false intercession. Allah (#) says regarding
this,
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"So no intercession of intercessors will be of any use
to them.”

And Allah (#) says,
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"There will be neither friend, nor an intercessor for the
Zaliman (polytheists and wrongdoers, etc.), who could
be given heed to." 29

This is a null intercession on the basis of them
having sought intercession from other than Allah
and had sought a means to achieve it by way of
committing Shirk, so it has become invalidated.

Afterwards, the author mentions in the third
principle that the prophet ($£%&42) had conquered
and overwhelmed a people whose Shirk is of various
types. Among them are those who worship prophets,
some who worship angels, some who worship the
righteous; some who worship Jinn, trees, stones, the
sun and the moon.

29 Al-Ghafir [40:18]
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So He (££%4[5) and the companions fought against
them all, and he did not make any distinction among
them; and he, the author, mentioned the verses
indicating to that. An example of that is Allah’s (4%)
statement,
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"Nor would he order you to take angels and Prophets
for lords (gods), would he order you to disbelieve after
you have submitted to Allah's Will?" 30

He, Allah, made the worshipping of angels and
prophets a major act of disbelief. He mentions this
concerning the story of 'Isaa and the Christians,
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"Never did I say to them aught except what you (Alldh)
did command me to say: 'Worship Alldh, my Lord and
your Lord.' And I was a witness over them while I
dwelt amongst them, but when you took me up, you

30 Ali 'Imraan [3:80]
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were the Watcher over them, and you are a Witness to
all things." 31

In addition, AllAh mentions this in relation to
worshipping the trees, stones and the righteous,
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"Have you then considered Al-Lat, and Al-'Uzza (two
idols of the pagan Arabs) and Mandadt (another idol of
the pagan Arabs), the other third?" 32

Al-Lata was a righteous man; al-Mandt was the name
of a stone and al-'Uzza was a tree. For this reason,
the messenger (4E%Ejjs) and companions fought
against them, not making any distinction among

them.

Therefore, all Shirk (i.e. Polytheism) is the same,
even if the false deities vary. Just like the person who
worships the sun, the moon, angels, prophets, the
righteous, or stars, and so forth; all of those who do
this are Mushrikun; Allah says,
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"And they were commanded not, but that they should
worship Allah, and worship none but Him Alone
(abstaining from ascribing partners to Him)." 33

31 Al-Ma'idah [5:117]
32 An-Najm [53:18-19]
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" And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
Him." [Al-Israa 17:23]

"Surely, the religion (i.e., The worship and the
obedience) is for Allah only." 34

s 8z Aoy 2
Jh ) 36
"And your llah (God) is One Ildh (God Allah)." 35
So whoever contradicts these verses as well as what
is mentioned regarding its meanings, for indeed he

has committed Shirk (polytheism).

It does not matter if he does that with prophets, the
righteous, angels, jinn, stars, the sun, the moon etc.
For this reason Allah has revealed regarding them,
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"And fight them until there is no more Fitnah.” 36

33 Al-Bayyinah [98:5]
34 Az-Zumar [39:2]
35 Al-Hajj [22:34]
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Meaning: Shirk.
& L2
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“And the religion (worship) will all be for Allah Alone
[in the whole of the world]." 37

Therefore, Shirk is called Fitnah, just like what is in
the statement of Allah (),

)}/ >, w/ >
"And fight them until there is no more Fitnah.” 38

Meanmg until Shirk is non-existent and all religion
is for Allah. So al- Ikhtllaaf (i.e. Differing) is called
Fitnah, disobedience is called Fitnah, yet what is
intended in this verse is that Fithah means ascribing
partners with Allah.

Similarly, Allah (4) says,
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36 Al-An'fal [8:39]
37 Al-An'fal [8:39] |
38 Al-An'fal [8:39]
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“They ask you concerning fighting in the Sacred
Months (i.e., 1st, 7th, 11th and 12th months of the
Islamic calendar). Say, "Fighting therein is a great

(transgression) but a greater (transgression) with Allah
is to prevent mankind from following the Way of Allah,
to disbelieve in Him, to prevent access to Al-Masjid-al-
Haram (at Makkah), and to drive out its inhabitants,
and Al-Fitnah is worse than killing.” 39

That is: Shirk. Thus, that indicates the obligation
that has been placed upon the wilayatul-umur
(leaders of a Muslim country) to fight against those
who worship other than Allah whomever it may be,
and when they are called to Allah’s religion and are
guided to the correct guidance, and if they do not
accept that, then it is an obligation (upon those
calling) to fight against them depending according to
their ability,
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"So keep your duty to Allah and fear Him as much as
you can." 40

And Allah says,
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"And fight them until there is no more Fitnah (disbelief
and polytheism: i.e. Worshipping others besides Allah)

39 Al-Baqarah [2:217]
40 At-Taghaabun [64:16]

47
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and the religion (worship) will all be for Allah Alone [in
the whole of the world]." 1

Allah says,

'
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"March forth, whether you are light (being healthy,
young and wealthy) or heavy (being ill, old and poor),
strive hard with your wealth and your lives in the
Cause of Allah. This is better for you, if you but
knew." 42

Allah says,
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"O You who believe! Shall I guide you to a commerce
that will save you from a painful torment? That you
believe in Allah and His Messenger

lEgllZ) and that you strive hard and

41 Al-An'fal [8:39]
42 At-Taubah [9:41]
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fight in the Cause of Allah with your wealth and your
lives that will be better for you, if you but know!" 43

Therefore, from what is related to the worshipping of
stones and trees is the hadith of Abu Waaqid Al-
Laythi when they went to Hunayn, in a time when
they were new Muslims before the conquest of
Mecca—they had passed by a group of Mushrikun
worshipping sidrah [i.e. A tree], glorifying it and
hanging their weapons upon it saying,

"Verily when the weapons are hung upon sidrah the
weapon will become sharper and stronger.”

So the Muslims said,

"Make for us this Dha-tal-Anwat just like they have."
44

So the Prophet (&EsEi)s

"Allahu Akbarl!!! Verily this is a customary practice
which you have said, and (I swear) by the one whom
my soul is in his hand, this just like what the Banu
(i.e., Children) of Israel said to Musa',

4 Tood &G ST

"Make for us an ilaha (a god) as they have aliha
(gods)." 45

43As-Saff [61:10-11]
44 Hadith noted in Tirmidhi/and he authenticated it
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So he made requesting to make a tree to be
worshipped an act of Shirk, similarly the statement of
the children of Israel when they asked to make a god
just like the people they saw had.

Thus, when one would say:

"We want a tree so that we may worship it, or a stone
in order to worship it, or a grave to worship it, or to
hang upon it our weapons, or call upon it,
supplicating, or seeking the aid of it, or to make oaths
to it.”

This is similar to the statement of the children of
Israel:

€ Lo U gty

"Make for us an ilaha (a god) as they have dliha
(gods)." 46

This is a tremendous principle along with the two
previous stated principles.

Then the author made clear in the fourth principle
that the Shirk of the earlier generations is lesser than
the later generations, because the Shirk of the later
generations is greater and more disgusting and vile.

The earlier generations committed Shirk in times of
ease—not in times of hardship, as for those

45 Al-'Araaf [7:138]
46 Al-'Araaf [7:138]
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Mushrikun in most of the lands, their Shirk
(polytheism) was continuous—in times of ease and
hardship.

Similarly to those who worship people like: Al-Badwi,
Husain, Shaykh 'Abdul-Qadeer Al-Jilaani and
others!!!

So it is obligatory to warn against the Shirk of the
Mushrikeen in times of hardship as well as ease, the
little and the major of it.

And from what the author has indicated that Shirk of

the Mushrikeen during times of ease is Allah’s (4)
statement,

§ UG il 6
"And when they embark on a ship,” 47

That is to say: vessels or the ship.

"They invoke Alldh, making their Faith pure for Him
only." 48

That is to say: when they were riding upon the sea
fearing that they would drown, they would supplicate
to Allah devotedly in worship; and when Alldh had

47 Al-'Ankatabut [29:65]
48 Al-'Ankabut [29:65]
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delivered them to land they returned back to their
Shirk.

Allah says in another verse,
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"And when harm touches you upon the sea, those that
you call upon besides Him vanish from you except
Him (Allah Alone). But when He brings you safely to
land, you turn away (from Him). And man is ever

ungrateful.” 49 '

Likewise in another verse,

>
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"And when a wave covers them like shades (i.e. Like
clouds or the mountains of seawater), they invoke
Allah, making their invocations for Him only." 50

In this manner is the state and circumstance of the
Mushrikeen in times of calamity, they are sincerely
devoted to Alldh in worship, and they know that
Allah will deliver them, and they know that there is
no one worthy who of worship other than Him.

49 Al-Israa [17:67]
50 Lugmaan [31:32]
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When ease comes they fall back into Shirk along with
their false deities and idols. As for those Mushrikun
in this present time, their polytheism is ongoing,
because they have no insight.

Therefore, they worship other than Allah in times of
ease as well as in times of calamity. They make no
distinction between them due to their feeble intellect
and being overwhelmed by ignorance.

We ask Allah for safety and well-being, may He grant
all of us with that—and may Allah send prayers and
salutations upon our prophet Muhammad, his family
and companions.

so M I ¥R
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About the book:

So when the believer becomes aware that
whenShirk ismixed with Tawheed, itbecomes
corrupted just like when al-hadath corrupts
purification: then he should become aware
thatitisnecessary talearn Tawheedand Shirk
as it really is so he would not fall into Shirk.

Because Tawheed by definitionis the religion
of Allah, it is Islam, it is the guidance. So
when the person does any type of Shirk this
nullifies his Islam, this nullifies His religion.

For example, he supplicates to the deceased
seeking the aid of them. He curses/insults the
religion or Allah or His messenger, making
mockery of Allah or His messenger or the
religion: believing making permissible what
Allah had made impermissible from what is
known fromthe religion out of necessity, like
committing fornication and the likes. Thus
when he carries out any one of the nullifiers
of Islam then he has nullified his religion.
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