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“There is a sickness in their hearts and
Allah has increased their sickness.”

[@/-Bagarah (2): 10]
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IBN QAYYIM AL-JAWZIYYAH

May Allah have mercy upon him

His Name:

HE IS THE IMAM, THE HAFIZ, the exegete, the legal jutist,
Shaykh al-Islam: Aba ‘Abdullah Shamsu-d-Din Muhammad Ibn
Abt Bakr - better known as Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah.

His Birth and Education:

He was born into a noble and knowledgeable family on 7* Safar
691H in the village of Zar’, near Damascus, Syria.

From an eatly age he set about acquiring knowledge of the
Islamic sciences from the scholats of his time. Describing his
desire for knowledge, al-Hafiz Ibn Rajab, Dhayl Tabagat-I-FHanabilah
[4/449] said, ‘He had an intense love for knowledge, for books,
publications and writings.”

Tbn Kathir, al-Biddyah wa-n-Nibiyah [14/235] said, ‘He acquired
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from such books what others could not acquire, and he developed
a deep understanding of the books of the Salaf and of the Khalaf.’

His Teachers and Shaykhs:

They include Shihab an-Nablusi, Qadi Taqi ad-Din ibn Sulayman,
from whom he studied hadith; Qadi Badr ad-Din ibn Jama‘ah;
Safi ad-Din al-Hindi; Ismail ibn Muhammad al-Harrani, from
whom he studied figh and usil; and also his father, from whom
he learnt the laws of inheritance.

Howevet, the most notable of his teachers was Shaykh al-lslam
Ibn Taymiyyah, whom he accompanied and studied under for
sixteen years. Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir (14,/234) said, ‘He attained great
proficiency in many branches of knowledge; particularly
knowledge of tafsir, hadith, and usil. When shaykh Taqi ad-Din
ibn Taymiyyah returned from Egypt in the year 712H, he stayed
with the shaykh until he died; learning a great deal of knowledge
from him, along with the knowledge that he had already occupied
himself in attaining. So he became a unique scholar in many
branches of knowledge.’

His Manners and Worship:

Many of his students and contemporaties have born witness to
his excellent character and his manners of worship. Ibn Rajab (4/
450) said,

He - may Allah have mercy on him - was constant in
worship and performing the night prayet, reaching the
limits in lengthening his prayer and devotion. He was

12




Imam ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyab

constantly in a state of dbikr and had an intense love
for Allah. He also had a deep love for turning to Allah
in repentance, humbling himself to Him with a deep
sense of humility and helplessness. He would throw
himself at the doors of Divine obedience and servitude.
Indeed, I have not seen the likes of him with regards
to such matters.

Ibn Kathir (14/234) said,

He was constant in humbly entreating and calling upon
his Lord. He recited well and had fine manners. He
had a great deal of love and did not harbour any envy
or malice towards anyone, nor did he seek to harm or
find fault with them. I was one of those who most
often kept company with him and was one of the most
beloved of people to him. I do not know of anyone in
the world in this time, who is a greater worshipper than
him. His prayer used to be very lengthy, with prolonged
bowing and prostrations. His colleagues would criticise
him for this, yet he never retorted back, nor did he
abandon this practice. May Allah bestow His mercy
upon him.

His Students and Works:

Amongst his most prominent students were: Ibn Kathir
(d.774H), adh-Dhahabi (d.748H), Ibn Rajab (d.751H) and Ibn
‘Abdu-1-Hadi (d.744H), as well as two of his sons, Ibrahim and
Sharafu-d-Din ‘Abdullah.

Ibnu-I-Qayyim authored over sixty works. His books and writings
are characterised by their touching address to the heart and soul,

13
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as well as their accuracy, precision, strength of argument and depth
of research.

In the field of figh and ustl, his writings include: /%mu-/-
Muwaqqibin; Turugn-l-Hnkmiyyah; Ighathatu-I-Labfan; Tubfatu-/-
Mawlisd; Abkam Ablu-I-Dhimmab; and al-Furisiyyab.

In the field of hadith and sirah they include: Tuhdhib Sunan Abi
Dawid; al-Manarn-/I- Mumf Fawd'id al-Hadithiyyah; Jala’n-I-Afbam; and
Z adu—/ -Ma'ad.

In the field of beliefs: Jitima' al-Juyish al-lslamiyyab; as-Sawa‘ign-I-
Mursalab; Shifa‘n-1-‘Alil; Hadjyu-l-Arwap; al-Kafiyatu-sh-Shafiyab; and
Kitab ar-Rib.

In the field of akhlaq (morals) and tazkiyah (purification):
Madariju-s-Salikin; ad-Da’ wa-d-Dawa’; al-Wabilu-s-Sayyib; al-Fawa'id;
Risdlatu-t-1abakiyyah; Mifiah Dar as-Sa‘adab; and ‘Uddaty-s-Sabirin.

In the sciences of the Qut’an: a#-Tibyan fi Aqsami-l-Qur'an; and
Amthal al-Quran. A

In language and miscellaneous issues: Bada’i al-Fawa'id.

Two books have also been written collating the exegetical
comments of ibn al-Qayyim from his various wotks: Tafsir at-
Qayyim and Tafsir al-Munir.

A few of his works have also been translated into the English

language: the Magnificent Journey; the Invocation of God,;
Medicine of the Prophet; Zad al-Ma'ad.
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Imam ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyab

Statements of the Séholars about him:
Ibn Rajab (4/44) said,

He had deep knowledge concerning tafsir and the
fundamentals of the religion, reaching the highest
degree concerning them both. Similar was the case in
the field of hadith, with regards to understanding its
meanings, subtleties and deducing rulings from them.
Likewise was the case in the field of figh and its usil,
as well as the Arabic language. He did a great service
to these sciences. He was also knowledgeable about
rhetoric, grammar, and s#/ik as well as the subtleties
and details that occur in the speech of the people of

tasawwnf.
Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajat, ad-Duraru-I-Kaminah (4/21),

He possessed a courageous spirit as well as vast and
comprehensive knowledge. He had deep knowledge
concerning the differences of opinions of the Scholars
and about the ways of the Salaf.

Ibn Hajar also said in his commendation to ar-Raddu-1-Wifir,

And if there were no virtues of shaykh Taqi ad-Din
[Tbn Taymiyyah], except for his famous student, shaykh
Shamsu-d-Din ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah - the author
of many works, which both his opponents and
supporters benefited from - this would be a sufficient
indication of his [Ibn Taymiyyah’s] great position.

al-Hafiz Ibn Nasir ad-Dimishqi, ar-Raddu-I-Wafir [p. 69] said,

15
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He possessed knowledge of the sciences, especially
tafsir and usal.

He also said:

Abt Bakr Muhammad Ibn al-Mubhib said, as found in
his letter, “I said in front of our Shaykh, al-Mizzi, ‘Is
Ibnu-1-Qayyim at the same level as Ibn Khuzaymah?’
He replied, ‘He is in this time, what Ibn Khuzaymah
was in his time.” '

As-Suyutl, Bughyatu-I-Wiat [1/62] said,

His books had no equal and he strove and became one
of the great Imams in [the field of] tafsir, hadith, the
Book, the Sunnah, furi’, and the Arabic language.

‘Alf al-Qati, al-Mirgat [8,/251],

It will be clear to whoever aspires to read the
explanation of Manazilu-s-Sa’irin [i.e. Madarij as-Salikin),
that they [Ibn Taymiyyah and Ibnu-1-Qayyim] are from
the great ones of Ablu-s-Sunnab wa-I-Jama‘ah, and from
the awljya’ of this Ummah.

Qadi Burhan ad-Din az-ZurG said as quoted from him in Dhay/
Tabaqat al-Hanabilah,

There is none under the heavens who has greater.
knowledge than he. )
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Imam ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah

His Death:

Imam Ibnu-1-Qayyim passed away at the age of sixty, on the
13th night of Rajab, 751H, may Allah shower His Metcy upon
him.
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All praise and thanks are due to Allah, we praise Him, ask His
aid, and ask His forgiveness. We take refuge with Allah from the
evil of out souls and the evil of our deeds. Whoever Allah guides,
none can misguide; and whoever Allah leaves to stray, none can
guide. I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped
save Allah and I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and
Messenget.

@, it
d -
You who have faith! Fear Allah as is truly due Him and

do not die except as Muslims.
[Ali Dmrin (3): 102]
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O mankind! Fear your Lord who created you from a
single soul and created its mate from it and then dis-
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seminated many men and women from the two of
them. Fear Allah in whose name you make demands
of one another and also in respect of your families.

Allah watches over you continually.
[an-Nisa* (4): 1]
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You who have faith! Fear Allah and speak words that
hit the mark. He will put your actions right for you and
forgive you your wrong deeds. All who obey Allah and

His Messenger have won a mighty victory.
[al-Ahzab (33): 70-71]

Hypoctisy is a deep rooted and all-pervading spiritual disease.
A person’s heart could be ovetflowing with it yet be oblivious of
it due to its hidden and subtle nature; frequently does it lead a
person to think he is acting rightly when in reality he is spreading
corruption. It is of two types: major and minot; major hypoctisy
leads to eternal punishment in the lowest depths of Hell;! it is to
outwardly display faith in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His Mes-
sengers and the Last Day whereas inwardly one is devoid of such
belief, indeed disbelieving in it. He does not believe that Allah
spoke to a man amongst men who He appointed to be a Messen-
ger: guiding them by His permission and warning them of His
punishment.

' Allah, Exalted is He says, “The hypocrites are in the lowest level of Hell and you will
not find anyone to belp them.” [an-Nisa® (4): 145]
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In the Qur’an, Allah has revealed the machinations of the hypo-
crites, He has unveiled their beliefs, their qualities, and made their
goals clear so that the believers can be awate of them.> He di-
vided mankind into three groups in the beginning of Sarah al-
Bagarak: the believer, the disbeliever, and the hypocrite. He men-
tioned four verses concerning the believers, two verses concern-

ing the disbelievers, and thirteen verses concerning the hypocrites
due to their plenitude and the great harm and tribulation they
bting to Islam and the Muslims.” The harm they cause to Islam is
truly severe for they claim to be Muslims, they claim to aid and
support Islam, whereas in reality they are its enemies seeking to
destroy it from within, covertly spreading their corruption and
ignorance such that the unwary thinks that what they are upon is
knowledge and right action.

By Allah! How many strongholds of Islam have they destroyed;
how many fortresses have they rendered to ruin; how many sign-
posts of Islam have they effaced; how many raised flags have
they lowered; and how many seeds of doubt have they attempted
to sow in order to uproot the religion!

Islam and the Muslims have always faced trial and tribulation
from them, wave after wave of doubts do they assault at it, all the
while thinking that they are doing right,

555 T

2 Allah, Exalted is He says, “The bypocrites are afraid that a chapter may be sent down
about them, informing them of what is in their hearts. Say: ‘Go on mocking! Allah will
expose everything you are afraid of!”” [at-Tawbah (9): 64]

* As stated by Mujahid amongst others. Refer to as-Suyati, ad-Durr al-Manthir
[1/56].

20
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No indeed! They are the corrupters but they are not
aware of it.

[@l-Bagarah (2): 12]
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They desire to extinguish Allah’s light with their mouths
but Allah will perfect His light though the disbelievers
hate it.

[as-Saff (61): 8]"

having agreed to abandon the revelation and follow a course
other than the one directed by it,

/ }}‘:-(.\Sbufy }},;/v )/ ~) !"f_/
But they disagreed and split up, chv1d1ng into sects, each
party exulting in what it had. -
[al-Mu'mindin (23): 53]
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...who inspire each other with delusions by means of

specious wotds.

[al-An‘am (6): 112]

* as-Sa’di, Taysir al-Karim ar-Rahman said, “It is Allah who has undertaken the
task of aiding His religion, perfecting the truth with which He sent His Mes-
sengers, and manifesting its light in all regions of the earth, even though the
disbelievers hate it. Even though they sttive to the utmost of their abilities to
extinguish His light, defeat and failure is their fate. They are like a person who
blows air with his mouth in the direction of the sun in the hope that he can
extinguish its fire: never will he be able to do so, rather he just imputes his own
intellect with deficiency and doltishness.”
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and because of this,
N R A1
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...they took this Qut’an as something to be ignored.
[al-Furgan (25):30]

The characteristics of faith are not to be found in their hearts
and hence they do not know them; oblivious are they to its pillars
and hence do not take care of them; extinguished are the brilliant
lights of its stars in their hearts and they do not try to relight
them, and the darkness of their thoughts and beliefs has eclipsed
the sun of faith such that they no longer see it. They do not ac-
cept the guidance of Allah with which He sent His Messengers,
they attach no importance to it, and they see nothing wrong in
leaving it for their own opinions and beliefs. They have wrenched
the texts of trevelation of their true status, they have detached
them of their importance and definitiveness, and they have sub-
merged them in the obscurity of false interpretations. Subterfuge
after subterfuge do they launch against these texts, and it is as if
they face them in the same way an unwilling host meets malevo-
lent guests: devoid of acceptance and generosity, all the while
forcing himself to host them, yet keeping his distance. They say
to these texts, “You have no way to pass by us,” and if they find no
option but to accept them, they do so by propounding multifari-
ous plots and concocting various principles. When these texts find
way past their doors, they say, ‘What have we to do with their
literal meanings, they give us no certainty whatsoever!” and the
general masses amongst them say, ‘Sufficient for us is what we
find the latter people upon for they were more knowledgeable
than the Righteous Predecessors, and firmer and more rightly
guided in knowing the proofs and evidences!” In their view the
way of the Salaf is the way of simplicity and soundness of heart
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because they did not busy themselves with investigating and lay-
ing out the principles of rhetoric; instead they merely devoted
themselves to doing the obligatory and leaving the prohibited.
Therefore the way of the latter people is more deeply rooted in
knowledge and wiser whereas the way of the Salaf is greater in
ignorance but safer.

They treat the texts of the Book and Sunnah like the Khalifah is
treated in these times: while his name is written on coins and gains
superficial mention in the Friday sermons, he has no real author-
ity and it is other men who govern, his judgment is neither heard
nor adhered to. They have donned the robes of the people of
faith which cover their hearts of misguidance, deception and disbe-
lief. Their tongues are the tongues of Muslims but their hearts are
the hearts of those fighting them. They say,

'O [Pra| AP G HA
“We have faith in Allzh and the Last Day’ - but they are
not believers.

[a/-Bagarah (2): 8]°

Their capital is deception and scheming, their merchandise is

> Allah, Exalted is He says, “Look how they invent lies against Allah. That suffices as
an outright felony!” [an-Nisa® (4): 50]

§ This verse then describes the first characteristic of hypoctisy: lying. They say
with their tongues that which is not in their hearts. This quality is so entrenched
in them that even when they spoke words that were true, Allah still called them
liars because what they said did not conform to what they believed, “When the
hypocrites come to you they say, ‘We bear witness that you are indeed the Messenger of Allah.’
Allah knows that you are indeed His Messenger and Allah bears witness that the hypocrites
are certainly liars.” [al-Munafigin (63): 1]. Refer to the commentary of ibn Kathir
to this verse.
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lies and treachery, and their intellect is one that is employed just
for this world: believers and disbelievers alike are happy with them
and they live in security amongst both,

B N ARSI LA )
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They think to deceive Allah and those who believe but
they deceive none save themselves but they are not
aware of it.

[al-Bagarah (2): 9]

The disease of desires and doubts has consumed their hearts
and destroyed them, and evil objectives have permeated their
motivations and intentions and corrupted them. Their corrup-

7 'This verse describes the second charactetistic of the hypocrites: their igno-
rance of Allah for they try to deceive One who cannot be deceived, One who
knows what they manifest and what they hide! This verse also shows their
deceptive qualities, their third characteristic, as well as their making mockety
of the religion and looking down on it. As-Sa’di said, “Deception is to show
the one being deceived something and hide the reality in order to reach ones
goal. The hypocrites tried to deal with Allah and the believets in this way but
their deception came back on themselves. This is something extraordinary for
normally a deceiver will either be successful and see the fruition of his goal, or
atleast be safe. These hypoctites did what they did, and plotted their plans, but
all they succeeded in doing was seal their own destruction.”

At-Tabatl mentions that Allah deceives them in this world, “The disbelievers
should not imagine that the extra time We grant them is good for them. We only allow them
more time so they will increase in evildoing. They will have a humiliating punishment.” [Ali
Imran (3): 178] and in the Hereafter, “That Day when the men and women of the
bypocrites will say to these who have faith, ‘Wait for us so that we can borrow some of your
light.” They will be told, ‘Go back and look for light!’ And a wall well be erected between them
with a gate in it, on the inside of which there will be mercy and before whose excterior lies

punishment.” [al-Hadid (57): 13]
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tion is so severe that they are flung to perdition, and the doctors
of the religion are unable to cure them,
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There is a sickness in their hearts and Allah has in-
creased their sickness. They will have a painful punish-
ment on account of their lies.

[@/-Bagarah (2): 10]®

Whoever falls prey to the claws of their doubts will have his
faith shredded to pieces; whoever allows his heart to open to their
vile tribulations will find himself in a burning furnace; and who-
ever lends an ear to their deceptions will find them coming be-
tween him and firm belief. Indeed the corruption they cause on
earth is great but most people are unaware,

8 This verse describes their fourth charactetistic: they are plagued with the
disease of doubts and desires. As-Sa’di said, “The sickness here is the sickness
of doubts and desites. The heart is beset by two diseases that eject it from its
state of balance and normalcy: the disease of false doubts and the disease of
vile desires. Disbelief, hypoctisy, doubts, and innovations all arise from the
disease of doubts. Fornication, the love of lewd deeds, and sins all arise from
the disease of desire... This verse also shows that it is as a consequence of ones
sins that Allah punishes him by afflicting him with more sins.”

At-Tabari gives an example of how this verse was actualised by stating that
each time a siirah was revealed of the Qur’an containing new injunctions, this
increased them in their doubts and hence their disease increased, “Each time a
stirah is revealed there are some among them who say, ‘Which of you has this increased in
Jaith?’ As for those who believe, it increases their faith and they rejoice at it. But as for those
with sickness in their bearts, it adds defilement to their defilement and they die as disbelievers.”
[at-Tawbah (9): 124-125]
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When they are told, ‘Do not cause corruption on the
earth,” they say, ‘We are only putting things tight.” No
indeed! They are the corruptets but they are not aware
of it.

[@/-Bagarah (2): 11-12)°

When one of them follows the Book and Sunnah, he is doing
so to keep up appearances, he is like a donkey catrying books: it
understands none of what it is carrying. The revelation in their
eyes is profitless merchandise and as such worthless. Those who
truly follow it are fools in their eyes,

? This verse desctibes their fifth characteristic: spreading corruption in the
land, a direct consequence of the cotruption of their hearts. As-Sa’di said,

“When these hypocrites are prohibited from spreading corruption on the earth:

acting by and promoting disbelief and sins, disclosing the plans and secrets of
the Muslims to their enemies, and befriending the disbelievers; “they say, ‘We are

only putting things right.” They combine spreading cotruption on earth with mak-

ing out that they are only putting things right, theteby altering reality and be-

lieving the falsehood they are on to be the truth. The ctime of these is greater

than the crime of one who just commits sins while believing them to be pro-

hibited, for there is mote hope that the latter person will retract and return.

Now because their saying, ‘W are only putting things right,’ setves to constrain

right deeds to them, implying thereby that the deeds of the believers are not

tight or corrective; Allah rebuts them by saying, ‘INo indeed! They are the corrupters,

for there is no greater corruption than disbelieving in the verses and signs of
Allah, preventing people from His Way, trying to deceive Allah and His friends,

and befriending the enemies of Allah and His Messenget.”
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When they are told, ‘Believe like the people have
believed,” they say, ‘What! Are we to believe like the
fools have believed?” No indeed! They are the fools,

but they do not know it.
[al-Bagarah (2): 13]"°

Each one of them has two faces: a face with which he meets the
Muslims and a face with which he meets his deviated associates.
Each one of them has two tongues: a false tongue with which he
meets the Muslims and a true tongue which expresses his actual
beliefs,
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When they meet those who have believed they say, “We
have believed.” But when they go apart with their dev-

10This verse describes their sixth characteristic: their belittling the religion and
those who follow it, and their foolishness. As-S2’di said, “Allah informs us that
they are the true fools because foolishness is defined by a person not knowing
what is good for himself and his pursuing that which would harm him. These
qualities are applicable to-them. They way of intelligence and insight is for a
person to know what is good for him and to pursue it and to repress what
would harm him. These qualities are applicable to the Companions and the '
believers. Consideration is given to reality and not to mere claims and empty
words.”
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ils they say, ‘We are really with you. We were only
mocking.’
[al-Bagarah (2): 14"

They have turned away from the Book and Sunnah, making
mockery of those who follow them and looking down on them.
They refuse to submit to the revelation, making do with what
knowledge they have: and what knowledge? The increase of which
only leads to more evil and arrogance! You will always see them
mocking those who follow the clear import of the revelation but,2
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Allah is mockmg them, and drawing them on, as they
wander blindly in their excessive insolence.
' [a/-Bagarah (2): 15]

They ply their trade in oceans of darkness traversing vessels of
doubts. Uncertainty and suspicion plagues them as they sail
through waves of illusion. Strong winds play havoc with their boats
and lead them to their destruction,

' This is an example of their heinous lies, saying with their tongues what is not
in their hearts, in order to acquite temporal gain.

Allah, Exalted is He says, “They #ry to conceal themselves from peaple, but they cannot
conceal themselves from Alliah. Fle is with them when they spend the night Jq}liﬂg things which
are not pleasing to Fim. Allah encompasses everything they do.” [an-Nisa’ (4): 108]

'? Allah, Exalted is He says, “It has already been sent down to you in the Book that when
you hear Allah’s Signs being rejected and mocked at by peaple, you must not sit with them tl]
they start talking of other things. If you do not you are just the same as them. Allah will
Lather the bypocrites and dishelievers in Hell altogether.” [an-Nis@ (4): 140)
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Those are people who have sold guidance for
misguidance. Their trade has brought no profit and
they are not guided.

[/-Bagarab (2): 16]"

The fire of faith alights for them and in its light they perceive
guidance and misguidance, then that fire is extinguished and is
left as red hot ashes. With that fire are they punished and in that
darkness do they wander blindly,

2 57 Frgar 2 s Pl s $o o aA o

AP ATA WA U ANACOA TR K it
@u Yc.‘...\.Ld’):brb_,_,—uIs s
Their example is that of people who light a fire, and
then when it has lit up all round them, Allah removes

their light and leaves them in darkness, unable to see.

[@/-Bagarah (2): 17)

'3 25-S2’di said, ‘Meaning they desired that misguidance in the same way that a
buyer desires a particular commodity so much so that he would give something
precious as payment. This is an excellent similitude: misguidance, the worst
evil, has been compared to the commodity; and guidance, the best of things,
has been compared to the asking ptice. So they paid the price and gained what
they desired, misguidance...what a wretched trade and what a disgraceful bat-
gain! If someone gives a dinar to get back a dirham, he feels that he has lost
out, so what of one who gives a diamond and gets in return a ditham?! And
what of one who chooses misery and anguish in place of felicity and bliss?!’

Allah, Exalted is He gives an example of such a trade by saying, “When the
hypocrites and those with sickness in their hearts said, ‘These peaple have been deluded by
their religion.” But those who put their trust in Allah will find Alldh to be Almighty, All-
Wise.” [al-Anfal (8): 50]
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HYPOCRITES

The hearing of their hearts is burdened by a heavy load and as
such they are unable to hear the call to faith; the eyes of their
spiritual sight are covered with a blinding wrapping such that they
cannot see the realities of the Qur’an; and their tongues are mute
to the truth such that they are unable to speak it,

’)/ a) & )

Deaf, dumb, blind. They will not return.
[@/-Bagarah (2): 18]

The rain of revelation pours down upon them, it contains life
for the hearts and souls, but all they can hear of it is the thunder
strikes of its threats, promises, and otdinances. They thrust their
fingers in their ears and draw their garments over them, trying to
run in earnest and desperately seeking their footptints so as to
retreat. However they are summoned in public, and their secrets
are made‘plain for all who can see, and two parables are pro-
pounded for them, each parable unveiling one of the two parties
amongst them: those who debate and those who blindly follow.

vz
wﬁ{"
I e X2 YO

) &,ﬁ.‘ww\)\&ér&aﬂm“)}\a‘dj)w))w
20 04 5/ s 20 % -
@djﬂ-{)\af }) & _,ﬁ\_).o\o.

Or that of a storm-cloud in the sky, full of darkness,
thunder and lightning. They put their fingers in their
ears against the thunderclaps, fearful of death. Allah
encompasses the disbelievers.

[al-Bagarah (2): 19]

Their spiritual sight is too weak to bear what the rain contains:
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the lightning of its radiant proofs and the brightness of its mean-
ings. Their ears are unable to accept the thunder strikes of its
promises, orders, and prohibitions; as such they come to a halt in
confusion, their faculty of hearing brings them no benefit and
their sight is unable to guide them,
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The lightning all but takes away their sight. Whenever
they have light, they walk therein but whenever dark-
ness covers them, they halt. If Allah wished, He could
take away their hearing and sight. Allah has power over

all things.
[a/-Bagarab (2): 20]"*

They have characteristic signs by which they can be known, ex-
plained in the Book and the Sunnah, and clear for all those who
are enriched with faith to see. They are people, by Allah, given to
ostentation, and this is the worst station that man can reach. They
are a people prone to laziness and laxity in fulfilling the orders of
the All-Merciful, and because of this they find sincerity burden-

some,

'* The authot, may Allah have mercy upon him, has a detailed explanation to
both these parables in his Jitima’ al-Juyssh al-Islamiyyah, this can be read in Ap-
pendix 1; Appendix 2 contains a beneficial explanation to the second parable
by Muhammad Amin ash-Shangiti.
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When they get up to pray, they get up lazily, showing

off to people, and only remembering Allzh a little.
[an-Nisa’ (4):142]"

They are like a sheep that has strayed and finds itself between
two flocks, it goes to one and then the other and does not stay
with any of them. They are standing between two groups of peo-
ple, all the while searching as to which is the stronger and nobler,
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They vacillate between the two, not joining these ot
joining those. If Allah misguides someone, you will
not find any way for him to go.
[an-Nisa’ (4): 143]

They are on the lookout to see what happens to Ahlus-Sunnah;
if victory comes their way they say, ‘Were we not with you?’ and
they swear their strongest oaths by Allah on this. If victory goes
to the enemies of _Ahlus-Sunnah they say to them ‘Do you not
know that we have a binding pact of brotherhood with you,” ‘ and

15 Allah also says about them, “INothing prevents what they give from being accepted
Jrom them but the fact that they have rejected Allah and His Messenger, and that they come
to prayer lethargically, and that they only give reluctantly.” [at-1awbah (9): 54]
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they bring their closeness of lineage as proof for this.!® Whoever
wishes to know them, let him take their descriptions from the
words of the Lord of the worlds, and after that he will require no
turther proof,
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Those who anticipate the worst for you say, ‘Were we
not with you?” whenever you gain a victory from Allah,
but if the disbelievers have a success they say, ‘Did we
not have the upper hand over you and yet in spite of
that keep the believers away from you?” Allah will judge
between you on the Day of Judgment. Allah will not

give the disbelievers any way against the believers.
[an-Nisa’ (4): 141]

One who listens to them will be astounded by the silkiness and
softness of their speech, he will bring Allah to witness for what is
in his heart of lies and deceit,

' Allah, Exalted is He says, “Give news to the hypocrites that they will have a painful
punishment. Those who take the disbelievers as protectors rather than the believers, do they
hope 1o find power and strength with them? Power and strength belong entirely to Allih.”
[an-Nisa® (4): 138-139]; “You who have faith! Do not take the Jews and Christians as
Jyour friends; they are friends of one another. Any of you who takes them as friends is one of
them and Allah does not guide wrongdoing people. Yet you see those with sickness in their
hearts rushing to them, saying, ‘We fear the wheel of fate may turn against us.” But it may
well be that Allah will bring about victory or some other contingency from Him. Then they
will deeply regret their secret thoughts.” [al-Ma'idab (5): 51-52]
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Among the people there is someone whose words
about the wotldly life excite your admiration, and he
calls Allah to witness what is in his heart, while he is in

fact the most hostile of adversaties. .
[al-Bagarah (2): 204]

What they enjoin upon their followers entails corrupting them
and spreading corruption in the land. What they prohibit their
followers from entails what would be better for them in this life
and the Hereafter. You would see one of them amongst the be-

lievers praying and remembering Allah but,
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When he leaves you, he goes about the earth corrupt-
ing it, destroying crops and animals. Allah does not
love corruption.

[al-Bagarah (2): 205]

They are all similar, enjoining the evil after having committed it
themselves and prohibiting the good after having left it them-
selves. They are misetly in giving their wealth in the way of Allah,
in ways that He loves it to be spent.”” How many times has Allah

17 Allah, Exalted is He says, “/4/lah does not love those who are vain or boastful. Those
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reminded them of the blessings He has conferred upon them yet
they turn away and abandon Him! Listen, believers, to what He
says about them,
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The men and women of the hypoctites are as bad as
one another. They command what is wrong and for-
bid what is right and keep their fists tightly closed. They
have forgotten Allah so He has forgotten them. The
hypocrites are deviatots.

[at-Tawbab (9): 67)

If you invite them to judge by the clear import of the revelation
you will see them turn away in aversion. If you could see their
reality you would see a vast gulf between them and the truth, and
you would see the stringency with which they turn away from the
revelation.

who are tight-fisted and direct others to be tight-fisted and hide the bounty Allih has given
them. We have prepared a humiliating punishment for the disbelievers, and also for those who
spend their wealth to show off to peaple, not having faith in Allih and the Last Day.” [an-
Nisa’ (4): 36-37)
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When they are told, ‘Come to what Allah has sent down
and to the Messenger,” you see the hypoctites turn away
from you completely.

[an-Nisa’ (4): 61]*®

How can they be successful and guided after their intellects and
religion have been afflicted so, truly unlikely is it that they will be
saved from the mire and misguidance they are in. They have bought
disbelief at the expense of faith and what trade is there as profit-
less as this?! They have exchanged the choicest sealed wine for
blazing fire,
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How will it be when a disaster strikes them because of
what they have done, and then they come to you sweat-
ing by Allah: “We desired nothing but good and

reconciliation.’ ‘
' [an-Nisa’ (4): 62]

The vileness of doubts and suspicion cling firmly to their heatts
and they can find no way of absolution from them,

18 The previous verse reads, “Do you not see those who claim they bave faith in what has
been sent down to you and what bas been sent down before you, still desiring to turn to a j
satanic sonrce for judgment in spite of being ordered to reject it? Satan wants to misguide them
far away.” [an-INis@’ (4): 60]
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...Allah knows what is in such people’s hearts so turn
away from them and warn them and speak to them
with words that take effect.
[an-Nisa’ (4): 63]

May they perish! How distant they are from the reality of faith
and how false their claim to cognisance is! They ate one thing and
the followers of the Messenger (4&) are something totally differ-

ent.

Allah, Mighty and Magnificent, has taken an oath in His Book
upon Himself; the greatness of which will be tealised by those
endowed with spiritual insight, those whose heatts are fearful of
Him by way of magnification and exaltation. Allah, Exalted is He,
says, warning His friends and alerting us to the state of these

people,
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No, by your Lord, they are not believers until they make
you their judge in the disputes that break out between
them, and then find no resistance within themselves
to what you decide and submit themselves completely.

[an-Nisa’ (4): 65)
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You will find one of them taking oaths before commencing his
words, without anyone even objecting to what he says, because he
knows that the hearts of the believers do not find tranquillity in
what he says."” Therefore he uses the oath as a way of securing
himself from any suspicions that may come his way. It is in the
same way that people given to doubts and misgivings lie, making
oaths in order to beguile the listener into thinking they are telling
the truth,
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They made their oaths a cloak and barred the Way of
Allah. What they have done is truly evil.
[al-Munafiqin (63): 2]

May they perish! They embarked upon the journey across the
great white plain with the caravan of faith, then seeing the length
of the journey and how far its destination was made them turn on
their heels and return. They think they have found a good life and
they sleep comfortably in their beds, but neither in that life have
they really lived, and neither in that slumber have they found any
real benefit. It is not long till when a caller will give a single cry
and they will all stand forth, leaving their life behind, hungry, not
feeling any form of satiation... what will their state be at the time
of the Meeting? They knew then they rejected, they saw the truth
then they became blinded to it,

19 Allah, Exalted is He says, “They swear to you by Allih in order to please you, but it
wonld have been more fitting for them to please and Allah and His Messenger if they are
believers. Do they not know that whoever opposes Allah and His Messenger will have the
Fire of Hell, remaining in it timelesshy, for ever? That is the great disgrace.” [at-1awbah (9):
62-63]
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That is because they have believed and returned to dis-
belief. So their hearts are sealed up and they cannot
understand.

[al-Munafigan (63): 3]

The best of men in physical appearance, the most enchanting
of tongues, the nicest words, yet the most vile of hearts. They are
like propped up planks of wood devoid of fruit. They have been
severed from the source of their growth and as such rest on a wall
to keep them upright so that people do not walk over them.
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When you see them, their outward form appeals to
you, and if they speak you listen to what they say. But
they are like propped-up planks of wood. They imag-
ine every cry to be against them. They are the enemy,
so beware of them. Allzh ﬁght them! How they are
perverted!

[al-Munafiqin (63): 4]

They delay the prayer to the last possible time: Fajr at sunrise

and ‘Asr at sunset at which time they quickly peck the ground as
does a crow. This is because their prayer is a prayer in body but
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not of heart.® While praying they look left and right as does a
fox being certain that it is being hunted and chased. They do not
attend the congregational prayer, rather they make do with pray-
ing in their homes or shops. When they argue they behave un-
couthly, when they are entrusted with something they break the
trust, when they speak they lie, and when they promise they break
it. This is how they deal with creation and Creator. Read their
descriptions in the beginning of a/-Mutaffifin and the end of ar-
Tarig for none can desctibe to you the characteristics of someone
better than one who knows him well,
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O Prophet! Do Jihad against the disbelievers and hypo-

crites and be harsh with them. Their refuge is Hell,
what an evil destination.

4

[a-Tabrim (66): 9]

They may think they are many but in reality they are few. They
may think they are strong but in reality they are weak and despica-
ble. They are ignoramuses thinking themselves high and mighty.
They are misled about Allah for they are ignorant of His great-
ness,

e
A 2880
\JJ’J-‘-‘T:J’

They swear by Allah that they are of your numbet, but v
they are not of your number. Rather they are people

0 Allah, Exalted is He says, “When you call to prayer they make a mockery and a game
of it. That is because they are pegple who do not use their intellect.” [al-Ma'idah (5): 58]
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who are scared.

[a#-Tawbah (9): 56]*

When Ahlus-Sunnah meet with easy times, aid and victory, hard
does it bear down on them and depressed do they become; and
when Ahlus-Sunnah meet with straitened times and are tried by
Allah so that their sins may be expiated, jubilant do they become
and exultant. This is their legacy and in no way do those who
inherit from the Messenger (#£) compare to those who inherit
from the hypocrites,
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If good happens to you it galls them. If a mishap oc-
curs to you, they say, ‘We made our preparations in
advance,” and they turn away trejoicing, Say, ‘Nothing
can happen to us except what Allah has ordained for
us. He is Our Master and it is in Allah that the believ-
ers should put their trust.’

[at-Tawbab (9): 50-51]
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' The next verse reads, “If they conld find a bolt-hole, cave or burrow, they wonld turn
and scurry away into it.” [at-Tawbah (9): 57)
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If something good happens to you, it galls them. If
something bad strikes you, they tejoice at it. But if you
are patient and have taqwa, their scheming will not
harm you in any way. Allah encompasses what they
do.

’ [™/; “Imran (3): 120]

Allah abhors their obeying Him because of the filth of their
hearts and impure intentions; as such He held them back and
impeded them from obeying Him. He hates to have them close to
Him and in His vicinity due to their love of His enemies; as such
He distanced them and discarded them. They turned away from
His revelation so He turned away from them and decreed misery
for them. He judged them with pure justice and they have no
hope for victory unless they become of the penitent,
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If they had really desired to go out, they would have
made proper preparations for it, but Allah was avetse
to their setting out so he held them back and they wete
told: ‘Stay behind with those who stay behind.”
- [ar-Tawbab (9): 46]
Then He mentions the wisdom behind His doing what has pre-
viously been mentioned, He is the Wisest of the wise,

# Allah, Exalted is He says, “The bypocrites are in the lowest level of Flell and you will
not find anyone to help them. Except those who repent and put things right and hold fast to
Allih and dedicate their religion to Allah Alone.” [an-Nisa® (4): 145-146)
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If they had gone out among you, they would have
added nothing to you but confusion. They would have
scurtied about amongst you seeking to cause conflict
between you, and among you there were some who
would have listened to them. Allah knows the wrong-
doers.

[at-Tawbah (9): 477

The texts of the revelation bote down heavily on them so they
found them abhottent, and unable to carry them they renounced
them. They were unable to preserve the Sunnah so they ignored
it. They found the texts of the Book and Sunnah combating their
desites so they laid down laws and principles by which they could
reject them or weaken them. Allah has unveiled their secrets and
propounded patables for them. Know that each generation that
succeeds them is like them and so He has described them for His
friends that they may be aware of them. He says,
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That is because they hate what Allah has sent down,

so He has made their actions come to nothing,
[Mubammad (47): 9]

% Allah, Exalted is He, mentions one such example of how some listened to
the hypoctites, “How is it that you have become two parties regarding the hypocrites, when
Allah has returned them to dishelief for what they did? Do you desire to guide people Allah
has misgnided?” [an-Nis@® (4): 88]
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This holds true for all who find the texts burdensome and see
them coming between him and his innovations and desires; its
seems to him that he has come across an unbreakable solid struc-
ture, so he trades them for false rhetoric, exchanging reality for
illusion. This leading to the corruption of his inner and outer,
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That is because they said to those who hate what Allah
has sent down, “We will obey you in part of the affair.’
But Allah knows their secrets. How will it be when the
angels take then in death, beating their faces and their
backs? That is because they followed what angers Allah
and hated what pleases Him. So He made their actions

come to nothing,
[Mubammad (47): 26-28]

They think that if they hide their disbelief and display their faith
they will have acquired a great profit, but how can this be so when
the All-Seeing has unveiled their secrets?
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Or did those with sickness in their hearts imagine that
Allah would not expose their malevolence? If We
wished, we would show them to you and you would
know them by their mark and know them by their
ambivalent speech. Allah knows your actions.
[Mubammad (47): 29-30]

How will they be when they are gathered on the Day of at-
Talaq, and Allah, Mighty and Magnificent, manifests Himself and
uncovers His shin? The Day when they ate called to prostrate but
are unable,
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Their eyes will be downcast, darkened by debasement;

for they were called to prostrate when they were in full

possession of their faculties.

[Qalam (68): 43]

How will they be when they are gathered together to traverse
the Bridge spanning Hell? A bridge finer than a blade of hair and
sharper than the edge of a sword, easy to slip off, entrenched in
darkness and none can cross it save those guided by a light that
shows them where to place their feet. Light is apportioned amongst
man, the intensity of light each person has governs the swiftness
by which he will cross that bridge. They are given a supetficial
light with which they accompany the Muslims, just as they used
to accompany the Muslims in this life: outwardly praying, giving
wealth-tax, performing the pilgrimage, and fasting. When they
reach the middle of the bridge their light is blown out by the
sharp wind of hypocrisy and they come to a halt in utter confu-
sion, not knowing how to proceed. A wall containing a door is
placed between them and the believers, the believers - side of
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which contains mercy, while the side upon which they find them-
selves in contains punishment. They cty out to the believers, who
in the distance sparkle like stats,
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Wait for us so that we can borrow some of your light.
[@/-Hadid (57): 13]

so that we may cross this bridge in safety,
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They will be told, ‘Go back and look for light!’
[al-Hadid (57): 13]

go back to where the light was first apportioned. Never will any
one stop to aid them in such a situation! None will assist another
on that path, and a close friend will not turn to aid his ftiend.
They will remind the believers that they accompanied them in
this life, just as a wayfarer reminds the resident that he accompa-
nied him on his journey, '
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Were we not with you?
[al-Fadid (57): 14]
we fasted with you, prayed with you, recited the Qur'an with
you, and performed the pilgrimage with you; why have we been
separated from you! They will reply, your bodies were with us but
your hearts were with every deviant and every disbelieving tyrant,
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But you made trouble for yourselves and hung back
and doubted and false hopes deluded you until Allah’s
command arrived. The Deluder deluded you about
Allzh. So today no ransom will be accepted from you
or from those who were disbelievers. Your refuge is
the Fire, it is your master. What an evil destination.
[al-Hadid (57): 14-15]

The descriptions of these people are numerous; by Allah what
we have omitted is more than we have mentioned. One could
almost say that the whole Qur’an is about them due to their pleni-
tude on the face of this earth and in its belly, namely their graves.
There is not a single place on earth except that they are to be
found therein. Hudhayfah once heard a person saying, ‘O Allah,
destroy the hypocrites!” He said, ‘Son of my brothet, were He to
destroy the hypoctites you would find yourself walking down roads
alone, because hardly anybody would be left!”

By Allah, the hearts of the Righteous predecessors lived in dread
of hypocrisy because they knew its major and minor manifesta-
tions, they knew is generalities and its details and they thought
little of themselves to the point that they feared being one of the
hypocrites. ‘Umar bin al-Khattab said to Hudhayfah, ‘T ask you by
Allah, did the Messenger of Allah () count me as one of them?’
He replied, ‘No, and I will not answer this question for any other
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after you.” Ibn Abi Mulaykah said, ‘T met thirty Companions of
Muhammad () and found all of them feating hypoctisy for him-
self, and not one of them said that his faith was like the faith of
Jibril and Mika’1l,” (recorded by Bukhari).

He also recorded that al-Hasan al-Basti said, ‘None feels safe
from hypocrisy except a hypoctite, and none feats it save a believer.”
One of the Companions supplicated thus, ‘Allh, I take refuge
with you from hypocritical submissiveness.” When asked what it
was he replied, “That the body be seen to be submissive but the
heart is not.’

By Allah, their hearts were overflowing with faith and certainty
yet theit fear of hypoctisy was great. The faith of many people
does not even begin to compatre to theirs, yet they claim that their
faith is like that of Jibsil and Mika'1l!

The plant of hypoctisy grows from two stems: lying and osten-
tation. It grows out of two sources: weakness of spititual insight
and weakness of resolution. When these four factors exist, the
plant of hypocrisy flourishes and grows firm. Howevet, it grows
by the side of waters on the brink of a crumbling precipice, so
when they see the flood of reality on the Day when all sectets are
disclosed, and the graves are emptied out, and the heatt’s con-

tents are brought to light, the one whose capital was hypocrisy

will discover that all he attained was a mirage,
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A thirsty man thinks it is water but when he reaches it,
he finds it to be nothing at all, but he finds Allah there.
He will pay him his accounts in full. Allah is swift at

reckoning.
[@n-Nar (24): 39]

Their hearts are heedless of petforming good but their bodies
outwatdly do so, and indecent deeds ate frequently performed by
them. When they hear the truth their heatts ate too hard to accept
it, but when they witness falsehood and hear fallacy, their hearts
openly accept it and they lend a willing ear.

By Allah, these ate the signs of hypoctisy, so bewate of them!
Beware of them before the judgment comes upon you: when they
are entrusted with something they break the trust, when they prom-
ise they break it, when they speak they ate not fair and just, when
they are called to obedience they falter, when they are called to
what Allah has revealed and to His Messenger they turn away, but
when it suits their whims and desires they rush to it. Leave them
to the subjugation and misery they have chosen for themselves,
rely not on their contracts and trust not in their promises for they
are liars,
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Among them were some who made an agreement with
Allah: “If He gives us of His bounty we will definitely
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give in charity and be among the righteous.” But when
He does give them of His bounty they are tight-fisted
with it and turn away, so he has punished them by
putting hypoctisy in their hearts until the Day they meet
Him because they failed Allah in what they promised
Him and because they lied. :
[at-Tawbab (9): 75-77]

Peace and Blessings be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, his family
and his Companions.*

% ibn al-Qayyim, Madarij as-Salikin [1/376-389].
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APPENDIX ONE

The Parable of the Hypocrites

Imam ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah

may Allah have mercy upon him
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APPENDIX ONE

The Parable of the Hypocrites
Ibn al-Qayyim on a/-Bagarah (2): 17-20

Allzh, Exalted is He, says in S#rah al-Bagarah concerning the
hypocrites:
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17. Their likeness is that of one who kindled a fire, and
then when it had lit up all around them, Allah re-
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moved their light and left them in darknesses, un-
able to see. '

18. Deaf, dumb and blind, they will not return.

19. Or that of a storm-cloud in the sky, full of dark-
ness, thunder and lightning. They thrust their fin-
gers in their ears against the thunderclaps, fearful
of death. Allah encompasses the disbelievers.

20. The lightning all but snatches away their sight.
Whenever they have light, they walk therein but
whenever darkness covers them, they halt. If Allah
wished, He could take away their hearing and their
sight; for Allah has power over all things.

Allah, Glorious is He, has propounded a parable for His en-
emies, the hypocrites, with a people who ignited a fire in order to
acquire light and benefit - for they were a people on a journey
who had lost their way. When this fire had alighted and lit up their
surroundings, they were able to see the right path, they were able
to see what would benefit them and what would harm them; but
then, suddenly, the light was extinguished and they were left in
darkness: all three routes to guidance were barred them. Deaf,
dumb and blind,’ guidance comes to a servant from three doors:
what he hears with his ears; what he sees with his eyes; and what
he understands with his heart; these people’s hearts ate unable to
comprehend, they cannot see, and neither can they hear.! It is

! Tbn al-Qayyim, Mifiah Dar as-Sa’adah [1/245-256] said, ‘Allah, Glotious is He,
has described the denizens of the Fire as being people of ignorance, and He
informed us that the routes to knowledge have been barted to them. He said,
“They will say, ‘If only we had listened and used our intellect, we not have been denizens of
the Blage.” ” [al-Mulk (67): 10-11] Hearing and intellect are the foundations of
knowledge and by them does one acquite it, “Wz have created many of the jinn and
men for Hell. They have hearts they do not understand with. They have ears they do not hear
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also said that because they gained no benefit from their ears, sight,
and hearts; they were as good as those who had no faculty of
hearing, seeing, and comprehension; and hence were described as
such. Both these opinions are of the same meaning and go hand-
in-hand. “They will not return,’ in the light they had seen the path of -
guidance, but when the hght left them, they did not return to that
guidance.

Allah, Glorious and Exalted is He said, “A/ah removed their light,
placing the particle ‘42’ before the word “ight,” and thete is a no-
table reason for this. That is that this usage serves to show that
Allah has removed from them His special closeness that is re-
served for the believers only. Therefore, after His removing their
light, He neither stays ‘close’ to them or ‘with’ them. They have
no place in His sayings,

uj"\/l 2N

Do not be despondent, Allah is with us.
[at-Tawbah (9): 40]

@w::é;;.:;@kj\;

with. They have eyes they do not see with. Such people are like cattle, rather they are even
Jurther astray! They are the nnaware.” [al-A‘raf (T): 179] Hete, He informs us that
they have not acquired knowledge from any of its three doots: intellect, hear-
ing, and seeing... “Deaf - dumb - blind. They do no use their intellect.” [al-Bagarah (2):
171] Allah, Exalted is He says, “Have they not travelled about the earth and do they not
have hearts to understand with or ears to hear with? It is not their eyes which are blind but the
hearts in their breasts which are blind.” [al-Hajj (22): 46), “We gave them hearing, sight,
and hearts. But their hearing, sight, and hearts were of no use to them at all when they
renounced Allah’s signs and what they mocked at engulfed them.” [al-Abgaf (46): 26]

* Saying, ‘bi ndribim,’ as opposed to ‘nirabum.’
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He said, ‘Never! My Lord is with me and He will guide

b

me.
[ash-Shu'ara’ (26): 62]

Ponder carefully His saying, ‘then when it had kit up all aronnd them,’
how this light is cleatly shown to be distinct and sepatate from
them, for had it been a light that was intrinsic to them, it would
not have left them. Therefore it was a light that surrounded them
but did not enter them, it was something fleeting whereas the
darkness was something permanent and intrinsic to them. Hence
the light returned to its source and the darkness remained in its
source, all of this was done as a proof from Allah and for an all-
encompassing wisdom that none but those endowed with undet-
standing can see.

Ponder carefully His saying, ‘A/ah removed their light,’ how He
did not say, ‘Allah removed theit fire,” such that the wording would
conform to that found at the beginning of this verse. Why is this?
Fire has both the property to give light and the property to burn,
so its property of light was removed leaving only the property to
burn and harm.?

Ponder carefully His saying ‘#heir /igh? how He did not say ‘their
glow (daw’),” despite the fact that He said, ‘then when it had lit up all

? Ibn al-Qayyim explains this further in his Wabil as-Sayyib, translated as The
Invocation of God [p. 67], ‘Such is the state of the hypocrites. The light of their
faith has been removed by hypoctisy, leaving to smoulder in their hearts the
heat of disbelief, doubts, and questionable practices. And as heat and flames
singe their hearts in this world, so, too, on the Day of Judgment will God place
them in a ‘kindled Fire that reaches up to the hearts.” Such is the similitude of one
who no longer goes through this world by the light of faith, who abandons it
and removes himself from it after it had lit his way.
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around them,” employing the wotds daw’. The wotd daw’ refers, es-
sentially, to that light which is extraneous to basic light. So if Allah
had said that He had taken away their daw’ it would have sug-
gested that only the extraneous light had been taken away and not
the basic light. Now because light, #sr, is the basis upon which
daw’ is built, to say that the #4rhas been taken away automatically
presupposes that the daw’ has also been taken away. This then
stresses the fact that they are people of darkness and have no
light in any of its forms: the Book which Allah has called light;
the Messenger () which Allah has called light; His religion which
Allah has called light; His guidance which Allah has called light;
one of His Names is ‘the Light’; and the prayer which is light.
Allab’s taking away their light means that He took all this away
from them.

Ponder carefully how this parable completely corresponds to
the previously given patable,
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Those are the people who have sold guidance for
misguidance. Their trade has brought them no profit

and they are not guided.
[@/-Bagarah (2): 16]

how they acquired this misguidance at the expense of guidance,
giving it away happily;* and here how they happily acquired dark-

* A person enters a transaction of his own free will and is free to buy, ot not
buy, the commodity. The fact that these people, without coercion, bought
misguidance shows that they were happy with it. This is why the author makes
a point of mentioning the fact that they happily bought it. Allah knows best.
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ness - misguidance - at the expense of light - guidance. Hence
they have sold light and guidance and bought darkness and
misguidance... what a wretched transaction!

Ponder carefully how Allah says, “Alab removed their light,” but
says, ‘and left them in darknesses,” mentioning light in the singular
and darkness in the plural. The truth is one, and that is Allah’s
Straight Path: the only path that leads to Him: worshipping Allah
Alone in accordance to what has been legislated upon the tongue
of His Messenger (4&); not with ones own desires and innova-
tions. However the ways of falsehood are many and this is why
Allah mentions the truth in its singular form but falsehood in its
plural,

Allah is the protector of those who believe. He brings
them out of the darknesses into the light. But the dis-
believers have false gods as protectors, they take them
from the light into the darknesses...

[al-Bagarah (2): 257)

S AN A SR 2 b T
% - b 202

('..}9.\.4444} /3;{1 AL.wuc YLt

57



CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HYPOCRITES

This is My Path and it is straight, so follow it. Do not
follow other ways ot you will become cut off from
His Way. That is what He instructs you to do so that
hopefully you will have taqwa.

[al-An‘am (6): 153]

This does not contradict His saying,

NS N (PR
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By it, Allah guides those who follow what pleases Him
to the ways of Peace.
[al-Ma’idah (5): 16]

for this verse makes reference to the ways and routes that can
be taken to please Him, all of which are contained within His one
path, the Straight Path. Itis authentically reported that the Prophet
(#) drew a straight line on the ground and said, “This is the path
of Allah,” then he drew lines to the left and right of this line and
said, ‘These are the other paths, at the head of every path is a
devil calling to it,” then he recited the verse,
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This is My Path and it is straight, so follow it. Do not
follow other ways or you will become cut off from
His Way. That is what He instructs you to do so that
hopefully you will have taqwa.
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[al-An‘im (6): 153]°

It is also said in explanation to this first parable that it is a simili--
tude for what the hypocrites kindle of the fire of trial and
tribulation that they seek to covertly spread amongst the Mus-
lims, as such it would be in the same vein as His saying,

FRAAN i
Each time they kindle the fire of war, Allah extinguishes
it.
[al-Ma’idab (5): 64]

So, ‘Allah removed their light would have the same meaning as,
‘Allah extinguishes it’; the foiling of their efforts and the falsifica-
tion of their claims would have the same meaning as leaving them
in darkness and confusion: deaf, dumb, and blind.

It is problematic that this latter explanation be the correct ex-
egesis to this verse, even though it, in and of itself is true. The
context does not lend itself to this explanation. The one who
kindles the fire of war does not have light that surrounds him,
and the one who kindles the fire of war has no light that could be
taken from him. The fact that they have been left in darkness,
unable to see, means that they moved from a state in which they
could see knowledge and guidance to a state of doubt and disbe-
lief, not that they kindled the fire of war.

Al-Hasan said, ‘It refers to the hypocrite: he saw, then became
blind; he knew, then rejected.” This is why He says, ‘#hey will not

5 Ahmad on the authotity of ibn Mas‘ad.
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return,’ i.e. they will not return to the light that they left. Allah says
with regards the disbelievets,

S R
Deaf - dumb - blind. They do not use their intellect.
[/-Bagarah (2): 171]

and thereby negated comprehension from them as they are not
people of faith and insight, not having entered Islam. But with
regards the hypocrites, He negated the fact that they would return
because they had believed, then disbelieved, and would not re-
turn to faith.

Then after propounding this parable of fire, Allzh propounds
another patable for the hypocrites, this time of water. Szyyib men-
tioned in the verse refers to driving rain which pours down from
the sky. Here the guidance with which He guided His servants
has been likened to water because guidance gives life to the hearts -
as water gives life to the earth. The portion that the hypoctite gets
from this guidance is the same as one who is caught in this storm-
cloud but gets nothing from it save darkness, thunder, and light-
ning; having no notion.of its many benefits such as life for the
earth - its animals and vegetation - springs forth after rain. The
darkness, thunder, and lightning in a storm-cloud are not mattets
that are desired in and of themselves, rather they are matters that
lead to the accomplishment of what is desired from this cloud.
The ignoramus suffices with metely seeing the outward effects of
this cloud: the darkness, the thunder, the lightning, the cold, and
the fact that he is prevented from travelling; but has no inkling of
the huge benefit that comes as a result of this rain. This is true of
every short-sighted, dull witted person; his perception does not
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go deeper than seeing the outward form of things and he does
not what is behind them. This is the state of the majority of crea-
tion except for a few amongst them. When the short-sighted sees
the hardship and toil that is to be found in Jihad, when he sees the
fact that he could be wounded, censured by certain people, and
excite the enmity of othets; he does not go forth for Jihad. He is
unable to probe deeper and realise the great benefits, the praise-
worthy goals, and great rewards it contains. When one of them
desires to petform the pilgrimage and sees the hardships entailed
in the journey, the leaving of the comfort of his home and town,
and the difficulties to be faced, he cannot see beyond this to what
lies at the end of this journey and as such falters and does not
undertake it.

This is the state of those who lack spiritual insight and are weak
of faith: those who see the threats, promises, commands, and pro-
hibitions that are to be found in the Qut’an as ordinances that are
too heavy for their egos which desire only to follow their lusts.
These ordinances wean the soul of its base qualities. Weaning is
truly difficult for the child; and all men are children with respect
to their intellects with the exception of those who have weaned
and regulated them, and as such have comprehended the truth by
way of knowledge and action. It is such people who are able to
see what is behind this storm-cloud; what is behind the datkness,
thunder, and lightning; it is such people who realise that this storm-
cloud is the source of life for existence.

Az-Zamakhshati said, “The religion of Islam has been likened
to the cloud, because heatts are given life by it as the earth is by
water; disbelief has been likened to darkness; threat and promise
has been likened to thunder and lightning; and trials and tribula-
tions that terrify the disbelievers have been likened to thunder-
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claps. The meaning of ‘or that of a storm-cloud’ is ‘ot that of people
caught in a storm-cloud.’ '

Both these parables contain great points of wisdom:

) The one who is seeking light is seeking light from some-
thing else, not from himself; when that light goes, he re-
mains in that original darkness. This is the state of the
hypocrtite; he affirms belief on his tongue but does not
believe or have love in his heart; as such what light he
acquires as a result of this is borrowed.

ii) Fire requires fuel to keep it alight. This fuel is comparable
to food that is required to sustain animal life. Likewise
the light of faith requites fuel so as to maintain it: benefi- -
cial knowledge and righteous action. If this fuel is taken
away, it dies out.

iif) Darkness is of two types: a petpetual darkness which is
not preceded by light and a temporal darkness which is
preceded by light. It is the latter of these two which is
most severe upon the one who faces it. The darkness of
the disbelievers is of the first type for they have never
seen the light, the darkness of the hypocrites is of the
second type for they saw the light and then were plunged
in darkness.

iv) This parable points to their state in the Hereafter for there
they will be given a superficial light just as their light in
this world was superficial. Then, at the time when they
need light most, it will suddenly die: they will halt on the
Bridge and be unable to ctoss it for only those with firm
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light may do so. That light is only made firm with benefi-
cial knowledge and righteous actions. Therefore their
parable which describes theit state in this life corresponds
to their state in the Hereafter: when light is apportioned
to the people before the Bridge, the light of the believers
will remain and the light of the hypocrites will die. When
this is understood one understands why Allah said, “4/ah
removed their light,” employing the ‘b4’ and did not say ‘adh-
habaAllahu Nirahum.’

For further detail one can read the hadith recorded by Muslim
on the authority of Jabir bin ‘Abdullah (radiyAllahu ‘ankuma). He
was asked about the crossing of the Bridge to which he replied,
“We would come on the Day of Judgement on a hill standing
above the people. Then the people will be summoned along with
the idols that they used to worship, one after another. Then our
Lotd, Blessed and Exalted, would come to us and say, ‘Who are
you waiting for?’ They would say, ‘We are waiting for our Lord.”
He would say, ‘I am your Lord.” They say, “We are not sure until
we look upon You.” He would then manifest Himself and laugh,
and would leave with them following, Every person among them,
the believer and hypoctite, would be given light. On the Bridge
spanning Hell there would be hooks and spikes which would take
whoever Allah willed. Then the light of the hypocrites would die
outand the believers would secure salvation. The first group saved
would consist of seventy thousand people whose faces would be
like the moon and they will not be judged. The next group would
have faces like the stars of the sky, and so on. The intercession
would commence till the point that there would come out of
Hellfire the one who said, ‘None has the right to be worshipped
save Allah,” and there was only in his heatt a batley grain’s worth
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of faith. They would be brought to the courtyard of Paradise and
the inhabitants of Paradise would sprinkle water over them...,” to
the end of the hadith.

Ponder carefully his saying, ‘...and would leave with them fol-
lowing. Every person among them, the believer and hypocrite,
would be given light...,” and ponder carefully His saying, ‘4/ih
removed their light and left them in darknesses, unable to see,” and ponder
their state when their light is extinguished and they are left in the
pitch of darkness whereas the believers proceed on, following
their Lord. Ponder his (4) saying in the hadith concerning the
intercession, ‘Every nation will follow the god that they used to
worship,” the polytheist will follow his god and the person of Zuwhid
will follow Allah. Ponder His saying,
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The Day the shin will be uncovered and they are sum-
moned to prostrate but they will not be able to.

[@l-Qalam (68): 42]

He () mentioned this verse in the hadith of intercession on
this occasion talked about in the previous hadith and in the hadith
he said, “...so He will uncover His shin,” and thereby made clear
that it was His shin that was being talked about in the verse. Pon-
der all of this and you will come to understand a secret from the
secrets of 7awhid, understanding of the Qur’an, and how Allah
deals with the people of Tawpid as compared to the people of
shirk.

v) The first parable deals with them acquiring darkness which
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is a similitude for misguidance and confusion, the oppo-
site of which is guidance. The second parable deals with
their acquiring fear, the opposite of which is safety and
security. The hypocrites are not guided and neither are

they safe,
INPAGA I ety B S
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Those who believe and do not mix their faith with any
wrongdoing, they are the ones who ate safe; it is they

who are guided.
[al-An‘am (6): 82)

Ibn ‘Abbas and other exegetes said, “The similitude of these
people’s hypocrisy is that of a person who kindled a fire in a dark
night on a terrifying occasion. He warms himself up, sees what is
around him, and is saved from what he feared; then while in that
state, the fire is suddenly extinguished and he remains once again
in that darkness in a state of fear and utter confusion. The hypo-
crites, by their outwardly testifying to faith, have secured their
wealth and children, they matry the believers, they inherit from
them, and they acquire a portion of the war booty. This is their
- light, but when they die, they return once again to darkness and
fear.’

Mujahid said, ‘The fire alighting for them means their going
towards the Muslims and guidance. Their light being taken away
means their going towards the polytheists and misguidance.”

The acquiring of light and its removal has been explained vati-

ously to take place in this life, or the life of the grave, ot in the
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Hereafter. The correct position is that it occurs in all three stages
of life, for they are recompensed for theit state in this wotld in all
three stages with,

@EC; Fijee
..a fitting recompense.
[an-Naba® (78) 20]

@ 2,8,

Your Lord does not wrong His slaves.
[Fussilat (41): 46]

In the resurrection a person shall reap what he sowed in this
world and that is why it is called the Day of Recompense,

B s T s 3 SR
Those who are blind in this wotld will be blind in the
Hereafter and even further off the Path.

[al-Isrd (17): 72)
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Allah augments those who ate gmded by giving them
greater guidance.
[Maryam (19): 76]°

To return to the discussion at hand...Allah, the Blessed and Ex-
alted, has propounded two parables, one for fire and one for wa-

¢ At this point the authot, may Alldh have mercy upon, digtesses to lengthy
discussion concerning this issue. Since it is unrelated to the explanation of the
parable at hand, the translator has opted to omit it.
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The Parable of the Hypocrites Ibn al-Qayyim on al-Bagarah (2): 17-20

tet, in S#rab al-Bagarab, Sirah al-Ra’d, and Sarah al-INzr. This is be-
cause life comes about through water and light; the believer has a
living and illuminated heart, and the hypoctite has a dead and
dark heart. Allah, Exalted is He says,
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Is someone who was dead and whom We brought to
life, supplying him with light by which to walk among
people, the same as someone who is in utter darkness,
unable to emerge from it?

[@l-An‘am (6): 122]
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The blind and the seeing are not the same, nor are dark-
ness and light, nor are cool shade and fierce heat. The
living and dead are not the same, Allah makes anyone
He wills to hear but you cannot make those in the grave
to hear.

[Fatir (35): 19-22]

Therefore He considered those who follow His guidance, and
illuminate themselves with His light to be alive, taking refuge un-
der a shade that saves them from the heat of doubts, misguidance,
innovation, and shirk. And He consideted one who does not do
so to be blind and dead, submerged in the heat of disbelief, shirk
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and misguidance, engulfed in layer after layer of darkness.

Allzh knows best.”

" Ibn Qayyim, [jtima‘ al-Juyish al-Islamiyyah [pp. 63-72, 79-87); Tafsir al-Qayyim
[pp-114-126]. The author also has an explanation to both these parables in his
al-Amthal fi-] Qur'an and al-Wabil al-Sayyib.
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APPENDIX TWO

On al-Bagarah (2): 19-20

Imam al-Shanqiti
may Allah have mercy upon him
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APPENDIX TWO

al-Shanqiti on a/-Bagarah (2): 19-20

Allah, Exalted is He, says in S#rab al-Bagarah concerning the
hypocrites:
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19. Or that of a storm-cloud in the sky, full of dark-
ness, thunder and lightning, They thrust their fin-
gers in their ears against the thunderclaps, fearful
of death. Allah encompasses the disbelievers.

20. The lightning all but snatches away their sight.
Whenever they have light, they walk therein but
whenever darkness covers them, they halt. If Allah
wished, He could take away their hearing and their
sight; for Allah has power over all things.
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al-Shanqiti on al-Bagarah (2): 19-20

The saying of the Exalted, ‘Or that of a storm-clond,” Sayyib means
rain. Allzh has set forth a parable in this verse for the guidance
and knowledge that the Messenger of Allah (#2) came with, liken-
ing it to rain. Itis likened so because knowledge and guidance is a
source of life for the souls just as water is a source of life for the
bodies. This aspect of the parable was indicated by Allah in His
saying,
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It is He who sends out the winds as heralds of good
tidings going before His mercy so that when they have
lifted up heavy clouds, We despatch them to a land
that is dead and send down water to it...the vegetation
of a good land comes forth by the permission of its
Lotd, but that which is bad only yields scantily.
[al-A'raf (T): 57-58]
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The Messenger (&) explained this aspect of the parable cleatly
in the hadith of Abt Musa (radiyAllahu ‘anks) recorded by Bukhari
and Muslim wherein he () said, “The similitude of the guidance
and knowledge that Allah has sent me with is like abundant rain
falling on the earth; some of which has fertile soil that absorbed
the rain water and brought forth vegetation and grass in abun-
dance; and another portion of it was hard and held the rain water
and Allah benefited the people with it and they utilised it for drink-
ing, making their animals drink from it, and for irrigation of the
land for cultivation; and a portion of it was barren which could
neither hold water nor bring forth vegetation. This similitude be-
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HYPOCRITES

tokens the one who understands the religion, benefits from what
Allzh has sent me with, learns and teaches it; and the one who
pays not heed and does not accept the guidance with which I
have been sent.’

‘Full of darkness,’ Allah has set forth a parable in this verse re-
garding the doubts and suspicion that have afflicted the hypo-
crites with respect to the Qur’an - comparing these to the dark-
ness in the storm-cloud which in turn has been set forth as a
similitude to the Qut’an. Alldh has illustrated a number of occa-
sions, in other verses, which are like darkness for them because
they increase them only in blindness. He says,
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We only appointed the Qsblah which you used to face
in order to know those who follow the Messenger from
those who would turn on their heels. Though in truth
it was a very hard thing - except for those Allih has
guided.

[a/-Bagarah (2):143]

The abrogation of the Qiblah from Jerusalem to the Ka‘bah made
the people having weak conviction think that the Messenger (4&)
was not certain of his message: for one day he was facing one

direction in prayer and another day another direction! This is why
Allah has said,
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al-Shangiti on al-Bagarah (2): 19-20
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The fools among the people will ask, “‘What has made
them change from the Qsblah they used to face?’
" [al-Bagarab (2):142]

So Allah has made clear that the abrogation of the Qiblah was
hard upon those whom Allih did not guide and strengthen his

conviction in His saying, Indeed it was a great test except for those whom
Allah guided.’

Another example lies in His saying,

P4 /’},/

WA S SR st N E
g)ﬁj}// % a // - > Yldl‘_g)nsjib‘)\u*,.
% > P ALE L As
@ jv(; Y‘éi}béﬁ,ﬁju\b—n\d

-

{.'

We made not the vision which We showed you and the
accursed tree in the Qut’an but a trial for mankind. We
warn and frighten them but it increases them only in
excessive insolence.

[a-Lsra> (17): 60]

What he () was shown on the night of Isrd’ and Mi’raj was
from amongst the miracles and wonders bestowed him, therefore
it was a means of strengthening the belief of the disbelievers that
he (#) was a liar because they thought that what he was inform-
ing them of could not possibly occur. Hence, this event was a
means by which the misguided increased in misguidance. Like-
wise, the accursed tree in the Qur’an, which is the tree of Zagqim,
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HYPOCRITES

was also a means of increasihg the misguided in misguidance, for
when they heard the Prophet (4&) reciting,
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Indeed it is a tree that springs out of the depths of
the Blazing Fire,
las-Saffat (37): 64]

they said, ‘His lie has become clear: a tree will not grow in a
desert so how can one grow in the bottom of Hellfire!’

Another example lies in His saying,
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We have only specified their number as a trial for the
disbelievers,
[a/-Muddatbtbz‘r (74): 31] -

When he (#%) recited the verse,
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There are nineteen in charge of it.
[al-Muddaththir (74): 30]

some of the people said, “This is such a small number guarding
this Fire that Muhammad (4&) thinks-that we shall enter that we
are capable of killing them and then taking Paradise by force!’

Alléh, Exalted is He, did this as a test for them, and He has an
all-encompassing wisdom behind doing so, and He is Exalted, far
above what the unbelievers say.
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al-Shangiti on al-Bagarah (2): 19-20

“Thunder,” Allah has set forth a similitude to thunder due to
what the Qur’an contains of tebukes that ring in the ears and stir
the heart, some of which are mentioned in other verses such as
His sayings,
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If they turn away, say: ‘I have wamed you of a de-
structive awful cry’”
[Fussilar (41): 13]
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You who have been given the Book! Believe in what
We have revealed confirming what is already with you,
before We obliterate faces, turning them inside out, or
We curse them...

[an-Nisa’ (4): 47]
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Heis only a warner to you ahead of a terrible punish-
ment.

[Saba’ (34): 46]

Bukhati records in the chapter pertaining to the commentary
of Sirah at-Tir, on the authotity of Jubayr ibn Muyhim (radiyAllahn
‘anbd) who said, T heard the Messenger of Allah (#) reciting a#-
Tiir in Maghrib prayer, and when he reached this verse, ‘Were they
created out of nothing, or were they themselves the creators? Or did they
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE HYPOCRITES

create the heavens and the earth? No, in truth, they have no certainty. Or do
they possess the treasures of your Lord or do they have control of them?’ my
heart felt like it was flying!’

And other such rebukes and cataclysmic announcements from

which the hypocrites were in continuous fear of, to the point that
Allzh said of them,
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They imagine every cry to be against them, they are
the enemy, so beware of them.

[al-Munafigin (63): 4]

The verse that we are in the process of explaining, even if it is
with regards to the hypocrites, consideration is given to the gen-
erality of the wording and not to the specific reason for its revela-
tion.

‘and lightning,’ Allah has set forth a similitude to lightning due to
what the Qur'an contains of the light of decisive evidences and
radiant proofs. It has been made clear that the Qur’an is a light by
which Allah uncovers the darknesses of ignorance, doubt, and
shirk; in the same way that the natural light uncovers dark recesses.
He says,
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O mankind! Indeed, there has come to you a clear
proof from your Lord. We have sent down a clear light
to you.
[an-Nisa® (4): 174]
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al-Shanqiti on al-Baqarah (2): 19-20
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Nonetheless We have made it a light whereby We guide

whoever We will of Our servants.
[ash-Shira (42): 52)
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Follow the light that has been sent down with him.
[@-A'raf (T): 157)

‘Allah encompasses the disbelievers,” some of the scholars said,
‘encompasses the disbelievers’ means ‘destroys them,” and this opinion
is testified to by the saying of Allah,
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He said, ‘I will not send him with you until you swear a
solemn oath to me in Allah’s Name that you will bring
him back to me unless you ate yourselves surrounded.’

[Yasuf (12): 66]

Meaning: unless an enemy destroys you to your last man. It is
said that it means ‘overcome’ and both opinions are close in mean-
ing because the one who is destroyed is not destroyed until he is
surrounded on all sides and their remains no way for him to es-
cape to safety and the same applies to the one who is overcome.
Also in this respect, understanding ‘surrounded’ to mean
‘destroyed’ is His sayings,
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So his fruits were encircled with ruin.
[al-Kabf (18): 42]
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..Then comes a stormy wind and the waves come to
them from all sides and they think they are encitrcled
therein; they invoke Allah, making their faith pure for
Him.
[Yinas (10): 22]

The lightning all but snatches away their sight,” meaning that the light
of the Qur’an blinds their eyes due to its extreme brilliance, in the
same way that a flash of lightning almost snatches way the sight
of the onlooker due to its extreme light. This is mote so the case
if the sight is weak because as the sight gets weaket, flashes of
light affect it more severely. The poet said,

Like the day increases the sight of mortals
Due to its light and blinds the eyes of the bats

Another said,

The bats are blinded by the light of day
And the covering of the dark night agtees with them

The eyes of the disbelievers and the hypocrites are completely
weak, and the severity of the dazzling lights of the Qut’an in-
creases them in blindness. Allah has clarified this blindness with

His sayings,
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al-Shanqiti on al-Bagarah (2): 19-20
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So is the one who knows that what has been sent to
you from your Lotd is the truth like the one who is
blind?
[ar-Ra'd (13):19]
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The blind and the seeing are not the same.
[Fatir (35): 19]

Some of the scholar said that the verse ‘The lightning all but snatches
away their sight,’ means that the clear and unequivocal verses of the
Qur’an reveal the weaknesses and defects of the hypocrites.

‘Whenever they have light, they walk therein but whenever darkness covers
them, they halt,’ Allah sets forth a similitude for the hypocrites in
this verse that when the Qur’an agrees with their desires and ex-
pectations they act according to it, like the favours they scrounge
off the believers such as their inheriting from them, their receiv-
ing a share of the war booty, and their being secure from being
killed despite the disbelief thatis in their hearts. Whenever it does
not agree with their desires such as their being commanded to
expend their selves and wealth in Jihad they falter and procrasti-
nate. Allah has pointed this out in His saying,
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When they are summoned to Allah and his Messenger
to judge between them, a party of them immediately
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turn away. But if the right is on their side, they come
to him in willing submission!
[a/-Niir (24): 48-49]

Some of the scholars said that ‘Whenever they have light, they walk
therein,’ means that whenever Allzh favours them with wealth and
well-being they say, “This religion is the truth, ever since we have
held onto to it we have only acquired good.” ‘but whenever darkness
covers them, they halt’ means that when they come across poverty ot

-illness, or they have daughters born to them rather than sons they

say, ‘This has not happened to us except due to the evil of this
religion,” and they apostate from it. This explanation is proven by
the saying of Allah,
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Among mankind is he who worships Allah right on
the edge. If good befalls him, he is content therewith;
but if trial befalls him, he reverts to his former ways.
He loses both in this world and the Hereafter. That is
indeed sheer loss.

£

[al-Faji (22): 11]

Some of the scholars said, ‘Its flashing for them means their
cognition of some of the truth and its darkness means the doubt
that presents itself to them concerning Islam.” And Allah knows
best.!

! al-Shangjiti, Adwa’ al-Bayan fi idih al-Qur'an bi-1-Qur'an.
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Imam ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah (d. 751H)

Hypocrisy is a deep rooted and all-pervading spiritual disease. A person’s heart could he
overflowing with it, yet remain oblivious to it due to its inconspicuous nature. Frequently
does hypoerisy lead a person to think they are acting rightly when in reality he is spreading

corruption. There is a major and minor, the former of which leads to cternal punishment
in the lowest depths of the Hell Fire; outwardly it displays faith in Allih, His Angles, His
Books, His Messengers, and the Last Day while inwardly one is devoid of such belief, indeed

disbelieving in them.

In the Qur'an, Allah has revealed the intrigues of the hypoerites, He has unveiled their
qualities and beliels, and made their goals clear so that the believers can be aware of them
and ward their characteristics off from themselves. He divided mankind into three groups
in the beginning of Surat al-Bagarah: The believer, the disbeliever, and the hypocrite. In
it, there are four verses concerning the believers, two concerning the disbelievers, and
thirteen verses concerning the hypocrites. This is due to their plenitude and the great harm
and tribulation they bring to Islam and Muslims and mankind in general. The harm they
cause to Islam is sever because of their claim to be Muslim, and their aiding and supporting

Islam superficially, whereas in reality they are its enemies seeking to destroy it from within.
They covertly spread corruption and ignorance to such an extent, that the unwary thinks

they are upon knowledge and righteous action.

By Allah! How many strongholds of Islim have they destroyed; how many [ortresses have
they rendered to ruing how many signposts of Islim have they effected; how many raised
lags have they lowered; and how many seeds of doubt have they attempted to sow in order
to uproot the true religion?

The author, Imam Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah (d. 751H), was one of the most prolilic scholars
of Islam. His inimitable and distinet understanding of Qun
by his peers, whi

n and Hadith was acknowledged

e his commentaries and interpretations remain unigue in aceuracy. He
studied under Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah for sixteen vears and accompanied him until
the latter’s death. He authored over sixty works, covering a multitude of Islamic seiences;
many of his writings are characterised by their touching address o the hea
was deeply pious and took great eare in how he utilised his time.

aned soul. He
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