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Introduction

All praise is due to the Lord of all creation, and may
peace and blessing be upon Allah’s servant, Messenger, and
close one, our Prophet Muhammad, as well as on his family,
all of his companions, and whoever follows him in a good way
until the Day of Reckoning.

To proceed: Any worshiper who has been guided will
strive to set himself right, purify his soul, and save his soul in
both this life and the next from evil and destruction. This is a
worthy goal and noble aim which the believers work towards.
Their minds are focused on achieving salvation and searching
for the things which would ensure that they are successful
and saved. In fact, the importance of this is illustrated by
reports regarding the best people of this ummah after the
Prophet i, the first three khulafa’ ~-.

‘Uthman ibn ‘Affan < said, “While I was sitting in the
shade of one of the fortresses, ‘Umar «: passed by me and gave
me the greeting of salam, but I did not notice that he had
passed by or given the salam. So, ‘Umar £ kept going until he
reached Abu Bakr £ and said, “How strange! I passed by
‘Uthman and gave salam to him but he did not return my
salam!”

He and Abu Bakr then set out, and this took place
during the rule of Abu Bakr -, until they both gave me salam,
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at which point Abt Bakr - said, “Your brother ‘Umar came to
me and said that he had passed by you and given the greeting
of salam but that you did not return saldm to him. What
caused you to do that?”

I replied, “By Allah, I didn’t notice that you had passed
by me or that you had offered salam.”

Abu Bakr « said, “Uthman has said the truth.
Something must have distracted you from that.”

‘Uthman replied, “Of course.”
Abu Bakr asked, “What was it?”

‘Uthman £ then said, “Allah % caused His Prophet
to pass away before I could ask him about salvation.”

Abtu Bakr < said, “I asked him about that. I came to him
and asked him, ‘May my father and mother be sacrificed for
you, and you are most deserving of that. O Messenger of Allah,
what is salvation?’ The Messenger of Allah  said,

(D e bS5 2o e &z AR Lo 05 52)

“Whoever accepts the statement that I offered to my uncle but
which he rejected, then that is his salvation.”!

! Reported by al-lmam Ahmad in his Musnad, no. 20 with a good chain.
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Whoever contemplates this great story will know that
salvation is something of tremendous importance, so much so
that it was a source of great concern and preoccupation for
the sincere believers. This was the case with ‘Uthman -, who
was very concerned about salvation despite the fact that the
Prophet £ had said about him,

(42 g Hldes)

o)y

Uthman is in Jannah,”! and he % had also said about him,
('F;J Ja.c (U u\.;.i:fo %)

“Whatever ‘Uthman does after today will not harm him.”?2

There is also a report from ‘Abdullah ibn Rawahah -
that while he and his wife were sitting in his house he cried,
so his wife asked him, “What has made you cry?” He replied, I
remembered Allah’s statement 3&:

J‘)\,\s\@wé Cadl s @ J‘o\f\bb l 2 oy
%uowuuﬂaib»;

>

“And there is none of you except he will come to it [i.e. the
Hellfire]. For your Lord, that is an incumbent decree. *

1 Reported by Abl Dawad in as-Sunan, no. 4649 and al-Albani graded it sahih
in ar-Rawd an-Nadir, no. 425.

2 Reported by at-Tirmidhi, no. 3701 and al-Albani graded it hasan in al-
Mishkat, no. 6073.
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Then We will save those who feared Allah and leave the
wrongdoers within it, on their knees.”! And I don’t know
whether I will be saved from it or not!”?2

So if this was how the early righteous believers among
the Sahabah sought out factors which would ensure salvation
in both this life and the next even when they had been
promised Jannah, then would about those after them?!

In this belief booklet, I have endeavored to highlight
ten factors which are considered to be the most important
factors that lead to a servant’s salvation. Every Muslim ought
to make an effort to learn them, implement them, make them
a part of his life, and teach them to any of his family members
and brothers that he can so that he could attain salvation in
this life and on the Day of Resurrection and achieve eternal
joy in the gardens of bliss. A servant asking Allah for salvation,
treading the path that leads to it, and remembering the
factors that bring it about is an established and longstanding
form of guidance and following the Prophet’s example. This is
just as is mentioned in the Qur’an:

%,uuv;ss,y&ﬁjg;f \Jur“'%@

“And O my people, how is it that I invite you to salvation
while you invite me to the Fire?”3

! Maryam: 71-72
2 Reported by al-Hakim in al-Mustadrak, 4/631.
3 Ghafir: 41
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And it has been said:

s %3

BB &5 dan Jo

-

A G J50 550 8555
LS SES 588 258
eI CIPIPA B SAIN|

What is the matter with you, that you are happy to sully your
religion
while you are diligent in always keeping your
clothes clean of filth?

You hope for salvation but do not tread its path
Surely a ship cannot sail on dry ground

For Allah 4 “has set a pathway for the salvation of His
servants and opened up its doors. He has taught the servants
its routes which lead to eternal joy and has given them the
means to pursue them. He has warned them against the evil
consequences of disobeying Him, and has sworn both by
Himself and by other things about the trouble and bad ending
of that disobedience.”!

What an excellent expression it was, that:

! From the speech of Ibn al-Qayyim in ‘Uddatus-Sabirin, p. 284.
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Oh how wretched, the one who had spent and exhausted his
life

Each of its hours spent in either humiliation,
growing weaker, or sloth

Meanwhile, others have taken the road to salvation

They have marched towards the greatest goal,
even if at a slow pace

May Allah grant His peace and blessings and bounties
to His servant and Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad, as
well as to his family and all of his companions.!

1 The origin of this treatise is a lecture | gave in Jami’ Birr al-Walidayn in Tabak
on 22" of Sha’ban, 1435 h. Some noble brothers strove to transcribe it and
arrange it. | reviewed it and added some benefits to it. Allah is the One | ask
to reward with a good reward everyone who strove to produce this article
and spread it among the Muslims, especially the brothers at Maktabah al-
Itgan in Kuwait due to their utmost attention in publishing it.
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Factor 1:
Singling out Allah 3 for Worship and Making
One’s Devotion Exclusively for Him

The greatest factor behind being saved on the Day of
Resurrection - and in fact there can be no salvation without
this factor - is: singling out Allah ¥ for worship and making
one’s devotion exclusively for Him. As we previously
mentioned in the amazing story of ‘Uthman, the Prophet :=
said,

(AL T Je Bl 22 e dbie MK & 15 05)

“Whoever accepts the statement that I offered to my uncle but
which he rejected, then that is his salvation,”! and the
meaning of “the statement” is the statement of tawhid: la
ilaha illAllah - there is no deity worthy of worship except
Allah.

The point is not simply for a person to say these words
and be done. The point is to actualize what these words entail
about making one’s devotion exclusively for Allah ¥ and
singling Him % out in worship.

! Reported by al-lmam Ahmad in al-Musnad, no. 20 with a good chain.
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Tawhid is the very purpose for which Allah & created
the creation; He brought life into existence to actualize it. This
is just as Allah 4 said:

4053 o3 &7 edls upp

“And I only created jinnkind and mankind to worship
Me.”1 and He 4 said:

“And your Lord decreed that you shall not worship
anyone but Him ...”2 and He 4 said:

TR
pAead Y2l G

-

&G Sl 4 Gual 4

“And you have only been commanded to worship Allah,
making your devotion sincerely for Him alone.”3

The basis of salvation and success on the Day of
Resurrection is singling out Allah in worship. Now, this
salvation comes about through tawhid in two forms:

First: salvation from entering the hellfire. If a person
actualizes tawhid in a complete and perfect manner, then he
will never enter the Hellfire. Instead, he be among the first to

1 Al-Dhariyyat: 56
2 Al-lsra’: 23
3 Al-Bayyinah: 5
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enter Jannah, without experiencing any reckoning or
punishment.

Second: salvation from remaining eternally in the
hellfire. This applies to those who did not perfectly actualize
tawhid or fulfill it completely, but rather fell into a number of
acts of disobedience and major sins which weakened their
faith and tawhid, thus meriting their entrance into the
hellfire. Tawhid will save them from remaining in the hellfire
forever, and their ultimate dwelling will be in Jannah.

But as for those who come on the Day of Resurrection
without tawhid, then they do not have any hope of salvation
at all, nor is there any way for them to gain Allah’s mercy or
forgiveness.

Allah 4 said on the tongue of His Messenger ‘Isa 2-2:
8T 250 Bl e i p5s 38 &G 3,8 2.8

“Anyone who associates partners with Allah, Allah has
certainly forbidden Jannah for him, and his final abode
will be the Hellfire.”!

Allah 4 said:

L Al-M#’idah: 72
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“And for those who disbelieve will be the fire of
Jahannam. Death is not decreed for them such that they
would die, nor will its punishment be lightened for them.
That is how We repay every ungrateful one. * And they
will cry out from it, ‘Our Lord, take us out! We will do
righteous deeds, not like what we used to do!’ Didn’t We
grant you enough life for whoever would remember
therein to remember, and the warner had come to you?
So taste the punishment, for there is no helper for the
wrongdoers.”1

And Allah & has mentioned these three categories -
those saved from entering the Hellfire, those saved from
remaining eternally in the Hellfire, and those who are not
saved at all - consecutively in His & statement:

odie5 csud] B 125 ’L,a\,;u,.u;;\ A gl 28
£ ST Ll 5 aus & odb ordl B s Latia

! Fatir: 36-37
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“Then we caused those servants of Ours whom We had
chosen to inherit the Book. Some of them used to wrong
themselves, some of them were moderate, and some of
them were foremost in good deeds by Allah’s permission.
That is the great bounty.”! until He said:

o 145 e 58 30
e@;ﬁﬁ@}d}.&f\p\x—

“And for those who disbelieve will be the fire of
Jahannam. Death is not decreed for them such that they
would die, nor will its punishment be lightened for them.
That is how We repay every ungrateful one.”?

l
‘5::.“
(3
-

The first category is in Allah’s statement #&:

4T 03 0B B g il gy

“... some of them were moderate, and some of them were
foremost in good deeds by Allah’s permission.”3 These are
the ones who are saved from entering the Hellfire. They will
be among the first to enter Jannah, without any reckoning or
punishment.

The difference between the moderate ones and those
who were foremost in good deeds is that the moderate ones

1 Fatir: 32
2 Fatir: 36
3 Fatir: 32
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are those who perform the obligations and leave off the
prohibitions while those who were foremost in good deeds
are those who go above and beyond that by performing
optional and encouraged deeds.

The second category is in Allah’s statement ¥&:
/! ,‘:“; >52 ’

“Some of them used to wrong themselves.”! These are the
ones who are saved from remaining eternally in the Hellfire
even if they do enter it due to their sins.

Those who wrong themselves are: those who wrong
themselves through acts of disobedience and sins less than
disbelief. These things make them liable to experience
punishment and to enter the Hellfire. However, if they do
enter the Hellfire, they will not remain in it forever. Rather
they will be saved from it due to Allah 3 having favored them
with tawhid and making their devotion sincerely for Allah d=.

As for the third category, it comes in Allah’s statement

o8 K180 e R Y s 36 L5 il
@ﬁfﬁsﬁ&mm&

L Fatir: 32
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“And for those who disbelieve will be the fire of
Jahannam. Death is not decreed for them such that they
would die, nor will its punishment be lightened for them.
That is how We repay every ungrateful one.”!

These ones have no hope for salvation on the Day of
Resurrection because they did not single out Allah ¥ for
worship. On the contrary, they will come with the opposite of
that such as shirk and disbelief.

It has been transmitted that ‘Abdullah ibn Mas’ad -«
said, “When Allah’s statement:

ol (420 B 05 1 ol

‘Those who believe and do not mix their belief with
wrongdoing,’? was revealed, it was difficult for the Prophet’s
4 Companions, so they said, “‘Which one of us hasn’t wronged
himself?’ Allah’s Messenger : said,

(Y S8 JB S 5 5) 6,85 18 5h 3)

‘Itis not the way you have understood it. Rather, it is like what
Lugman said to his son:

de
] a

LA AP

—
54\
%

1 Fatir: 36
2 Al-An’am: 82
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“O my dear son, do not associate partners with Allah.
Shirk is certainly the gravest wrongdoing.”1”2 So the
Prophet iz explained this wrongdoing [in Surah al-An’am: 82]
as shirk, so long as one doesn’t mix one’s faith with shirk then
he would be saved from eternal punishment.

And it has also been relayed that ‘Umar « explained
this wrongdoing as sins, in which case not mixing sins with
one’s faith would entail safety from every form of
punishment.

Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah % said: Those who
were concerned about this thought that the wrongdoing
stipulated here referred to a person wronging himself and
that there could be no safety from punishment and no state of
being guided unless one did not wrong himself. So the
Prophet ‘= made it clear to them that shirk is a type of
wrongdoing in the Qur'an and that that is what is being
referred to in this instance, so no one would attain safety from
punishment or a state of being guided unless he did not mix
his faith with that type of wrongdoing. So whoever does not
mix his faith with that type of wrongdoing will have safety
and guidance. Likewise, such a person will also be one of the
chosen people, as Allah ¥ said:

o] B 223 ’Lauuﬁw 2.of il s ’Tté;;f;i%o

! Lugman: 13
2 Reported by Muslim in his Sahih, no. 124.
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“Then we caused those slaves of Ours whom We had
chosen to inherit the Book. Some of them used to wrong
themselves ...”!

But this does not mean that one won'’t be punished for
wronging himself if he fails to repent, as Allah ¥4 says:

ot 58 355 Uik, Jaxs oish

“And whoever does the smallest weight of evil will see
it."z

Abu Bakr & once asked the Prophet = about this,
saying, “O Messenger of Allah, who among us does not do
evil?” to which the Prophet £ replied,

-
g

G a3 233 it el 0852 el ezt cnBl g i)

“O Abu Bakr, don’t you get exhausted? Don’t you get sad?
Don’t calamities strike you? That is the payment you
receive.”3

1 Fatir: 32

2 Az-Zalzalah: 8

3 Reported by al-lmam Ahmad in al-Musnad, no. 71. Its origin is in Jami’ at-
Tirmidhi, no. 3039. Al-Albani graded it sahih in his checking of al-Iman by Ibn
Taymiyyah, p. 67.



20| Ten Factors Which Bring About Salvation

So he made it clear that if the believer repents he will
enter Jannah and has been repaid for his sins during his
worldly life in the form of afflictions which he suffered... So a
person who is free from all three of these types of wrongdoing
will be completely safe from punishment and be in a state of
complete guidance, while whoever is not free from wronging
himself will generally be safe from punishment and generally
be in a statement of guidance — meaning that he will of course
enter Jannah as has been promised in other Ayat and that
Allah has guided him to the straight path whose end
destination is Jannah, but he still has some gaps in his safety
and state of guidance at a level matching with the gaps in his
faith that result from his wronging himself.”1

L Al-Imén by lbn Taymiyyah, pp. 66-67.
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Factor Two:
Following the Sunnah of the Prophet i

Giving attention to the Prophetic Sunnah and the
blessed guidance which Allah’s Messenger = taught and
implemented is considered one of the most important factors
for salvation on the Day of Resurrection. It was in this vein
that Imam Malik ibn Anas < said,

A L5 1E5 l Sli, LI AN S
“Whoever wants salvation, then he must hold to the Book of
Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet :£."1

Furthermore he #% said,

5

A <<:a/, AN o - 357.11?3
@f\@&@éuﬁjc@%w‘eyww\

“The Sunnah is Nuh’s Ark, whoever rides it is saved and
whoever does not will drown.”?

For this worldly life is “like an ocean which all of the
created beings must traverse to make it to the banks where
their houses, homelands and ultimate dwelling places are, yet
they can only cross this ocean on the ship of salvation. So

1 Dhamm al-Hawa wa Ahlihi by Abi Isma’il al-Harawi, 4/118.
2 Reported by al-Khatib al-Baghdadi in his Tarikh, 8/308.
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Allah sent His Messengers to teach the nations how to take
these ships of salvation and commanded them work
accordingly and ride them. And that ship of salvation is:
obedience to Allah; obedience to His Messengers; worshiping
Him alone; making one’s actions exclusively for Him;
preparing for the hereafter, longing for it, and working
towards it. So those who have been granted success take up
the call and ride the ship but would hate to wade into the
ocean, for they know that they cannot make it across the sea
by wading or swimming it.

“As for the foolish ones, they find the work and
instruments of riding the ship difficult and say, ‘We will wade
into the ocean, and if we cannot cross it that way, we will
swim,” and that represents the majority of people in this life.
They will wade into the ocean, and then when they become
unable to wade any longer, they will begin to swim until
drowning overtakes them. Meanwhile, the people riding the
boat will be saved just as those with Nih &2 were saved while
the people of the earth drowned. So reflect on this parable
and the people of this life so that you might clearly see how
its lessons apply.”?

One of the factors which brings about salvation is
giving attention to the Sunnah of the Prophet = and adhering
to his upright path. Allah ¥ has said:

! From the speech of Ibn al-Qayyim in ‘Uddatus-Sabirin, p.456.
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“There has certainly been a good example for you in
Allah’s Messenger for anyone who hopes for Allah and the
Last Day and remembers Allah often.”!

And Allah 4 also said:

(%5~ 5. $.5. »5.

olie M’) N O\ “j‘\ oF O )‘ﬁ‘\"; df‘“)""‘?b%)
@

“So let those who dissent from the Prophet’'s command
beware lest a trial afflicts them or a painful punishment
strikes them,”2 and there are many Ayat of similar meaning.

Ibn al-Qayyim 4% said: “The point is that the extent to
which one follows the Messenger # corresponds to the extent
of his honor, sufficiency and being aided. Likewise, the extent
to which one follows the Messenger corresponds to the extent
of his guidance, success and salvation, for Allah ¥ has linked
the joy of both this world and the next to following the
Prophet #= and has made misery in both this life and the next
linked to opposing him. So those who follow the Prophet
will have guidance, safety, success, honor, sufficiency, aid,
assistance, support, and a good life in both this world and the

1 Al-Ahzab: 21
2 An-Nar: 63
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next. Meanwhile, those who oppose the Prophet = will have
humiliation, belittlement, fear, misguidance, failure, and
misery in both this world and the next.”1

As for those whose actions are not in line with the
Messenger’s guidance ‘%, then they will be far-removed from
salvation and their deeds will be rejected. That is because the
accepted deeds which will save a person on the Day of
Resurrection are those which align with the Prophet’s
guidance . This is just as he i said,

(3;}2_; (e A:Aéwwup&;c:);)

“Whoever performs an action that does not align with our
way, then it is rejected.”2

So anyone who desires salvation must stick to the
Prophet’'s way and cling to his path while being wary of
innovations in the religion or anything presented as a
substitute for the Sunnah of the Final Messenger . In this
vein, it was part of the Prophet’s i sincere concern for his
nation that he addressed them to warn them against
innovation and urged them to cling to his Sunnah by saying,

o1 585 T2 (63b 33 585 ol IS euud 35 3)

(»\DL;“” L@‘\.@jb,\;

1zad al-Ma’ad, 1/39.
2 Reported by Muslim in his Sahih, no. 1718.
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“The best speech is the Book of Allah, and the best guidance is
the guidance of Muhammad. And the worst matters are
newly-invented affairs, and every innovation is
misguidance.”1

He informed us that whoever sticks to his Sunnah
would be taken to his cistern on the Day of Resurrection and
would drink from it. But as for those who changed and
substituted his Sunnah with innovations, then they will be
barred from it and taken away from his cistern, and the
Prophet £ will be told,

(.o e B B) Sl aisg 1 jasii g 58 ¥ 6l

“You do not know what they innovated after you,” at which
point he will say, “Away with them! Away with anyone who
changes matters after me!”2

So for anyone who cares about his soul and wants it to
be saved, then he must shun base desires and innovations and
instead stick to the Sunnah as understood by the righteous
Sahabah ~%&- in all of his affairs. ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Amr &
reported that Allah’s Messenger : said,

! Reported by Muslim in his Sahih, no. 867.
2 Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih, no. 6584.
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“The Children of Isra’il split into seventy-two sects, and my
nation will split into seventy-three sects, all of them in the
Hellfire except for one.” So the people asked, “And who is that,

O Messenger of Allah?” to which he replied, “What I and my
Companions are upon.”1

So the way to actualize this following of the Prophet
is to work to gain religious knowledge based on the Qur’an
and the Sunnah so that you as a Muslim can worship your
Lord based on clarity and based on what aligns with the
guidance of our truthful Prophet .

Bl e BN S
sear 35 b

JEE d) 3 sl 5a
BN 5y 2o £
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! Reported by at-Tirmidhi in his Jdmi’, no. 2641. Al-Albani graded it sahih in
as-Silsilah as-Sahithah, nos. 203 and 1492.
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With knowledge comes salvation from disgrace
While ignorance brings humiliation and filth
The Prophet is the guide to the Most High
And the lantern lighting the way through the darkness
That knowledge comes from the Prophet

Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him
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Factor Three:
Fearing Allah 3 and Having Taqwa of Him

Allah #& said:

4555l b qJ,\, 35y A idg; 4,25 4 gl oA
“And whoever obeys Allah and His Messenger and fears
Allah and has taqwa of Him, those will be the successful
ones.”1

In this Ayah, Allah 2 mentioned several factors
without which neither success in this life, nor salvation, nor
success in hereafter can be achieved. Those factors are:
obedience to Allah 4 and obedience to His Messenger # by
following his Sunnah, as we have already discussed.

The two remaining factors are: fearing Allah 3 and
having taqwa of Him.

As for khashyah - “fear” - of Allah 3%, it is considered
as a crucial foundation for salvation on the Day of
Resurrection, for Allah & has characterized the people of
salvation and faith as being:

40saakS o5 BAS B3

1 An-Nir: 52



Ten Factors Which Bring About Salvation |29
“Apprehensive out of fear of their Lord.”!

And He % also described them by saying:

it 8 aloy 1 553 18] 5uall 52330 &S

“The believers are only those who, when Allah is
mentioned, their hearts become fearful.”2

That is because khashyah of Allah & motivates a
person to leave off despicable acts, engage in acts of
obedience, and turn himself to acts of worship.

It was in this vein that al-Hasan al-Basri 4% would say,
whaa ) o ol AR BLs 2 (a3

“The believer brings together good deeds and
apprehensiveness, while the munadfiq brings together bad
deeds and a feeling of safety,” after which he would recite:

40,8000 o5 1LBE 2 B Gl &b

“They are the ones who are apprehensive out of fear of
their Lord.”3

1 Al-Mu’mindn: 57
2 Al-Anfal: 2
3 Al-Mu’minain: 57



30| Ten Factors Which Bring About Salvation

Khashyah of Allah 4 can only be realized by knowing
Allah’s beautiful Names and lofty Attributes and by
contemplating Allah’s miracles, both those in the creation and
those in His Divine Legislation. The more that a worshiper
increases his knowledge of Allah ¥, the greater his khashyah
of Him will be. This is just as Allah 4 said:

(el sle 5o BT 22 P

“It is only those of His slaves who have knowledge that
fear Allah.”

As for taqwa of Allah, then this is something which
encompasses everything that is good for a person and it is a
significant factor behind being saved on the Day of
Resurrection. This is just as Allah 4 said:
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“Allah will save those who had taqwa of Him due to their
good deeds. Evil will not touch them, nor will they be
sad.”2 And He ¥ said:

45485 51,58 \,;;\ .d\ wZs

1 Fatir: 28.
2 Az-Zumar: 61



Ten Factors Which Bring About Salvation |31

“And We saved those who believed and used to have
tagwa.”! And He said:
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“And We saved those who believed and used to have
taqwa.”?

At its root meaning, taqwa comes from wiqayah —
“protection” —, and the best definition for this term is that of

Talq ibn Habib #% when he was asked, “Describe taqwa for
s,” to which he replied,
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“Taqwa is acting in obedience to Allah, hoping for reward
from Allah, based on a light from Allah. And taqwa is leaving
off disobedience to Allah, fearing punishment from Allah,
based on a light from Allah.”3

And there is no doubt that anyone who fulfills the
Islamic obligations and religious mandates while avoiding the
forbidden matters and sins will be saved and successful in
both this life and the next.

1 Fussilat: 18
2 An-Naml: 53
3 Reported by Hanad ibn as-Sari in az-Zuhd, no. 552.
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It has been authentically transmitted from Jabir ibn
‘Abdullah w«# that an-Nu'man ibn Qawqal «# came to the
Prophet  and said,
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“O Messenger of Allah, if | were to pray the obligatory prayers,
treat what is forbidden as forbidden and treat what is
permissible as permissible, would I enter Jannah?” to which
he said, “Yes.”?

Whoever strives against lowly inclinations and makes
himself steadfast in performing the obligations and avoiding
the prohibitions, Allah will save him and guide him to the
right path. This is just as Allah 4 said:
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“Those who strive for Our sake, then We will certainly
guide them to Our ways. And Allah is certainly with the
good-doers.”?

And this enacting the commands and abandonment of
the prohibited matters must be based on guidance and

! Reported by Muslim in as-Sahih, no. 15.
2 Al-‘Ankabat: 69.
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knowledge so that the worshiper could know what he is
having taqwa of, as Allah £ said:
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“Thus did We reveal inspiration to you by Our command.
You used to not know what was the Scripture or faith, but
We made this a light for you by which We guide
whichever of Our servants We wish.”!

And Bakr ibn Khunays % said,
B2 - o \J o~ (7,85 8 5 .  zof
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“How can one be a person of taqwa if he doesn’t know what
to have taqwa of?”2

1 Ash-Shara: 52
2 Jami’ al-‘Uliim wal-Hikam by lbn Rajab, 1/402.
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Factor Four:
Guarding One’s Tongue

One of the means of salvation and safety is: guarding
and protecting one’s tongue from anything foul, for in the
hadith of ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir <, he said, “O Messenger of
Allah, what is salvation?” The Prophet £ replied,
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“Take control of your tongue, stick to your home, and cry over
your sin.”1

The Prophet’s =
tongue” shows us the importance of guarding the tongue.
That is done by a person considering his speech; if it is good
then he says it, otherwise he abstains. This is in line with what

the Prophet i said,

statement, “Take control of your

(e sl PMﬁY ells 4l a3 OF 32)

“Whoever believes in Allah and the Last Day, let him speak
good or be silent.”2

1 Reported by at-TirmidhT in his Jami’, no. 2406. Al-Albani graded it sahih in
as-Sahihah, no. 890.

2 Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih, no. 6018 and Muslim in his Sahih, no.
47.
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For the tongue is extremely dangerous and brings
about considerable trouble to a person, his spiritual life, his
society and those around him. That is why it carries such a
serious threat of punishment, such as in the Prophet’s
statement iz,
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“A person might say something that is trivial to him which
would cause him to fall into the Hellfire a distance farther
than that between the east and the west.”!

Since there is such a strong connection between
salvation and the tongue, all of the body parts share the same
final destination. The Prophet : said,

G ol 1088 L) S G L) 36 51 231 /50 5))
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“When a person awakes in the morning, all of his body parts

humble themselves to the tongue and say, ‘Have taqwa of
Allah as it relates to us, for we are nothing but a part of you. If

1 Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih, no. 6477 and Muslim in his Sahih, no.
2988.
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you are straight, we will be straight, but if you are crooked,
we will be crooked.”1

So guarding and protecting one’s tongue is the
foundation of all goodness in both this life and the next, while
being careless with it, setting it loose and not guarding it is a
cause of destruction and loss. It is for this reason that when
the Prophet = told Mu’adh ibn Jabal :« about the
fundamentals of the religion and doors of good in part of a
long hadith, he = concluded by saying,
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“Shall I tell you about the foundation of all of this?” to which
Mu’adh - said, “Of course, O Prophet of Allah!” So the Prophet
4 grabbed his tongue and said, “Restrain this.” Mu’adh - said,
“0 Prophet of Allah, will we be taken to account for what we
say?” The Prophet = replied, “May your mother be bereft of
you, O Mu’adh! Is there anything that will throw people into

! Reported by at-Tirmidhi in his Jdmi’, no. 2407. Al-Albani graded it sahih in
Sahih al-Jami’, no. 344.
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the Hellfire on their faces -” or he said “on their nostrils” -
“other than what their tongues have sown?!"1

So Muslims must be careful not to let their tongues run
free with things that will not benefit them. Silence in those
situations is safety and salvation, as it has been authentically
transmitted that the Prophet ‘£ said,
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“Whoever is silent is saved.”2

1 Reported by at-TirmidhT in his Jami’, no. 2616. Al-Albani graded it sahih in
as-Silsilah as-Sahthah, no. 1122.

2 Reported by at-Tirmidhi in his Jdmi’, no. 2501. Al-Albani graded it sahih in
as-Sahihah, no. 536.
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Factor Five:
Fleeing From Trouble

Fleeing from trouble, distancing oneself from it, and
locking the doors which would lead to it is something that will
save a person in both this life and the next and protect both
his spiritual and worldly life. There are many texts which
show this, one of which being the hadith of ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir
< in which he said, “O Messenger of Allah, what is salvation?”
The Prophet i replied,
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“Take control of your tongue, stick to your home, and cry over
your sin.”1

His statement %, “stick to your home” means that a
person should strive to keep to his home, especially when
trouble is afoot, so that he can be far-removed from partaking
in it. In one’s house there is safety and security for a person
against trouble; when he leaves his home and is exposed to
trouble, he has exposed himself to ruin. For that reason, it has
been legislated for the Muslims to be frequent in seeking
refuge from trouble. Take, for instance, the authentic

! Reported by at-Tirmidhi in his Jami’, no. 2406. Al-Albani graded it sahih in
as-Sahihah, no. 890.
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statement of the Prophet # in which he told his Companions

R
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“Seek refuge in Allah from trouble, both its apparent and
hidden forms.”1

In this age, modern devices have appeared which a
person can have with him inside his home through which all
sorts of trouble and evil - both in the form of lusts and doubts
- can come to him. Many people have become entangled and
wrapped up with such troubles due to being lax about the use
of these devices and visiting many foul websites and
programs. With this in mind, the salvation connected to
sticking to one’s home found in the previous hadith is
dependent on keeping oneself away from using these modern
devices in ways which bring trouble to a person or spoil his
character and life in this world and the next, for that would
certainly be a great loss.

Eternal joy and salvation lie in avoiding trouble and
being free of its evil, just as the Prophet i said,
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“The happy person is he who avoids trouble.”2

! Reported by Muslim in his Sahih, no. 2867
2 Reported by Abi Dawid in his Sunan, no. 4263. Al-Albani graded it sahih in
as-Sahihah, no. 1975.
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Factor Six:
Frequently Making Du’a and Seeking Protection

From Allah

Du’a is the key for every good in both this life and the
next. When the worshiper understands that there is no
salvation in this life or the next except for those whom Allah
¥ saves, then it becomes mandatory for him to seek that
salvation from Him, for it is only in Allah’s Hand ¥. So, seek
your salvation from Allah #&. Allah & said:

2
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“When My worshipers ask about Me, I am certainly near.
I respond to the call of the caller when he calls. So let
them respond to Me and believe in Me so that they might
be guided aright.”! And He % said:
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“And your Lord said, ‘Call on Me, I will respond to you.””2

1 Al-Bagarah: 186
2 Ghafir: 60
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So whoever wants salvation for himself, let him
frequently ask Allah ¥ for every good. He should ask Allah for
steadfastness; he should ask Him for safety against going
astray; he should ask Him for uprightness; and so on and so
forth with the various forms of good in both this life and the
next.

And the greatest du’a without any exception is the du’a
found in the opening of the Qur’an:

izl Bl 6l

“Guide us to the straight path,”! until the end of the Surah,
for if Allah &5 guides a worshiper to His straight path, then He
will surely save him in both this life and the next.

Due to the importance of this du’a in a worshiper’s life
and his great need for it, Allah has mandated repeating it
seventeen times every day and night, matching with the
number of rak’ahs in the obligatory prayers. While reciting
Surah al-Fatihah, a Muslim ought to be conscious of this great
du’a and his need to repeat it. The success and guidance he
gains from it is goodness, salvation, and great success in both
this life and the next.

Supplicating to Allah 4s, seeking refuge in Him, and
being frequent in asking Him is one of the greatest factors that
brings about salvation in both this life and the next. It is for

L Al-Fatihah: 6
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this reason that the Prophets 2% used to ask Allah 4 for
salvation and Allah would respond to them and save them
from what was afflicting them. Examples of that include:

% The du’a of the Prophet of Allah, Nih 2-t:
Gt 8o o o5 G 455 o3 786 0338 o588l o J6p
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“He said, ‘Lord, my people have denied me. * So judge
between me and them and save me and those believers
who are with me,””! so Allah ¥ said:

> 420
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“So We saved him and those with him on the laden ship.”2
% The du’a of the Prophet of Allah, Lut 2-2:
45505 & 35 52 5

“Lord save me and my family from what they do,”3 so Allah
4 said:

1 Ash-Shu’ara’: 117-118
2 Ash-Shu’ara’: 119
3 Ash-Shu’ara’: 169
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“So We saved him and his family all together.”?

% The du’a of the Prophet of Allah, Yiinus &-2:

“So he called out through the darknesses that ‘There is no
deity worthy of worship except You. Exalted are You. I
have certainly been one of the wrongdoers,’”2 so Allah 4%
said:
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“So We answered his call and saved him from distress.
Thus do We save the believers.”3

«» Allah said about the situation of Musa and Haruan B<:
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“We certainly blessed Musa and Harun * and saved them
and their people from great distress.”*

Likewise, anyone who contemplates the Qur'an will
find many examples of Prophets 252 making du’a to Allah ¥,
asking their Lord and bringing their concerns before Him in

L Ash-Shu’ara’: 170
2 Al-Anbiya’: 87

3 Al-Anbiya’: 88

4 As-Saffat: 114-115
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all situations. Allah % then responds to their calls and grants
what they asked for. This is likewise the case for anyone who
persistently asks and supplicates to the Lord of all creation,
for He < does not let His worshiper’s call go unanswered, nor
does He rebut the petitioner’s hopes. So whoever hopes for
salvation in both this life and the next should make du’a.

Every night, the worshipers should remember that
their salvation rests in Allah’s Hand & and that there is no
salvation except for those whom Allah #& saves. So, one ought
to turn to his Lord with hope, humility and longing that Allah
would make him one of those who are saved and successful.

It is narrated that al-Barrad’ ibn ‘Azib < said that the
Prophet i said,
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“When you come to your bed, first make wudi’ as if for
prayer, then lie down on you right side and say:

o
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‘O Allah, I have submitted my face to You, and entrusted my
affair to You, and placed my reliance on You, out of both hope
and fear of You. There is neither refuge nor salvation from
You except with You. O Allah, I believe in Your Book which
You revealed, and in Your Prophet whom You sent.’

(4 K55G 52T 530025 aal) Je 3 Gkl 5 80 08

“Then if you die during that night, you will be on the fitrah.
Let these be the last words you speak.”1

Ibn al-Qayyim % said: “Allah is the One who saves
from Himself with Himself and who protects from Himself
with Himself. Likewise with fleeing; His servants flee from
Him to Him. All of this is the reality of tawhid and gadr, and
the fact that there is no lord besides Him, nor is there any
creator besides Him, and that no created being has any
control in bringing about harm or benefit, nor life or death or
resurrection for either himself or anyone else. On the
contrary, it is all under Allah’s control 4£, and no one besides
Him has any control at all.”?

! Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih, no. 247 and Muslim in his Sahih, no.
2710. The wording is al-Bukhart’s.
2 Shifa al-“Alil, p. 273,
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Factor Seven:
Constantly Repenting and Seeking Forgiveness

The texts of the Qur'an and the Sunnah work jointly to
affirm the virtue of repenting and seeking forgiveness, and
that these are significant factors which bring about salvation
on the Day of Resurrection. In this vein, the great Companion
‘Ali ibn Abi Talib - said,
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“I am astonished at someone who perishes while salvation is
within his grasp.” He was asked, “And what is that?” to which
he replied, “Seeking forgiveness.”1

And when ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir % asked Allah’s
Messenger * about salvation, he £ said,
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“Take control of your tongue, stick to your home, and cry over
your sin.”2

1 Reported by ad-Diyniiri in al-Majalisah wa Jawahir al-‘llm, 4/49.
2 Reported by at-Tirmidhi in his Jdmi’, no. 2406. Al-Albani graded it sahih in
as-Sahihah, no. 890.
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His statement %, “and cry over your sin” is referring to
repentance and seeking forgiveness. The meaning of the word
“sin” refers to all sins and misdeeds which a person falls into.
When a singular noun is attached to another noun, this
indicates that the singular form applies to the entire class of
that noun. This indicates that when a worshiper is in a state
of seeking forgiveness and making repentance, he ought to
bring to mind the frequency and abundance of his sins and
misdeeds, thinking of those which were concealed as well as
those which were committed openly, those which were old
and those which were recent, and that he should seek Allah’s
forgiveness and repent from all of them so that he could attain
salvation and a great success.

It was along these lines that the Prophet i used to
supplication while in sujid,
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“0 Allah, forgive me for all of my sins, the minor and major
ones, the earlier and later ones, and the open and concealed
ones.”1

Then if a worshiper repents to his Lord with sincere
repentance by ceasing to commit all of his sins, regretting
having done them, resolving not to return to them, and
frequently seeking Allah’s forgiveness, then Allah ¥ will save
him in both this life and the next. This is just as He ¥ said:

1 Reported by Muslim in his Sahih, no. 483,
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“And Allah would not punish them while you are among
them. And Allah would not punish them while they are
seeking forgiveness,”! for their repentance and seeking
forgiveness are factors which bring about their salvation and
turn punishment away from them.

The Prophet i also said,
(1S NBall s> 3 325 B2 358)

“Glad tidings to whoever finds a great deal of seeking
forgiveness in his record of deeds.”2

For this reason, the Prophet = used to frequently
repent and seek forgiveness throughout the course of his day
and his night. Abu Hurayrah -« said, “I heard the Messenger
of Allah  say,

-
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‘I swear by Allah, I seek Allah’s forgiveness and repent to Him
more than seventy times in a single day.”3

L Al-Anfal: 33

2 Reported by Ibn M3jah in his Sunan, no. 3818. Al-Albani graded it sahth in
Sahih al-Jami’, no. 3930.

3 Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih, no. 6307.
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And Ibn ‘Umar % said: “Once, we were sitting in a
gathering with Allah’s Messenger #= and we counted him
saying,
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‘Forgive me, O Lord, and turn to me in forgiveness; You are
certainly Forgiving and Merciful,” one hundred times.”1

1 Reported by Abi Dawid in his Sunan, no. 1516 and at-TirmidhT in his Jami’,
no. 3434. The wording is AblG Dawud’s and al-Albant graded it sahth in as-
Silsilah as-Sahihah, no. 556.
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Factor Eight:
Being on Guard Against Self-Amazement and
Delusion

One of the factors which brings about salvation is not
becoming amazed with your own good deeds or becoming
deluded about yourself and your acts of obedience. Instead,
one must be on guard and very careful against that, for being
wary of that is a factor which brings about salvation. On the
other hand, those who are careless on this front and see self-
amazement and delusions of grandeur take root in them are
undoubtedly doomed to fail. The great scholar Hafidh al-
Hakami % said:
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Beware of self-amazement, for self-amazement scrapes away
a person’s good deeds with powerful blows

There are some people who have good deeds and
various types of obedience, but then some form of delusion or
self-amazement comes over them and they rely on the merits
of their deeds and are ruined as a result, seeing all of their
deeds become spoiled.
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Every person must recognize that he is deficient, and
that no matter what deeds he accomplishes, he will never be
able to fully actualize the gratitude that he must have for
Allah’s favors to Him. This is just as the Prophet # said,

Pl
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“No one will be entered into Jannah by virtue of his deeds.”
The people asked, “Not even you, O Messenger of Allah?” “No,
not even me,” he # replied, “unless Allah envelops me in His
grace and mercy.”!

And that was the mindset of the best people of this
nation, the Sahabah, and those who came after them. One
example of that is the statement of ‘Abdullah ibn Abi
Mulaykah #%, one of the scholars of the Tabi’tin, when he said,
“I met thirty of the Prophet’s Companions # and each of them
feared nifaq for himself.”?

When Abu Bakr < - the Siddiqg of this nation, the best
person after the Prophets - asked the Prophet  to teach him
a du’a that he could use to supplicate to Allah in his prayers,
the Prophet & taught him to say:

! Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih, no. 5673 and Muslim in his Sahih, no.
2816. The wording is al-Bukhart’s.
2 Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih in suspended form, no. 48.
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“O Allah, I have certainly wronged myself abundantly, and
there is no one who forgives sins except for You, so forgive me
with forgiveness from You, and have mercy on Me. You are
certainly the Forgiving One, the Merciful.”l So then what
about anyone of a lesser status and rank?

Sheikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah % said, “It is not
appropriate for anyone to think that he does not need to
repent to Allah and seek forgiveness for his sins. Quite the
opposite; every single person is constantly in need of that.”2

The point here is that if a worshiper is enabled to do
good righteous deeds, then he should not rely on the merits
of his deeds, nor should he become deluded and impressed
with himself. Rather, he should be worried that those deeds
might not be accepted. This is just as Allah & said:
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“Those who do what they do while their hearts are fearful
because they will be returning to their Lord.”3

1 Reported by al-Bukhariin his Sahih, no. 834 and Muslim in his Sahih, no.
2705.

2 Al-Furgan bayna Awliya ar-Rahman wa Awliya ash-Shaytan, p. 131.

3 Al-MU’miniin: 60
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And when the Mother of the Believers ‘A’ishah -
asked the Prophet = about the meaning of this Ayah by
saying, “Are these people who drink alcohol and steal?” He =
replied,
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“No, O daughter of as-Siddiq. Instead they are people who fast,
pray and give charity, yet they are fearful that those deeds will
not be accepted from them.”1

1 Reported by at-Tirmidhiin al-Jami’, no. 3175. Al-Albani graded it sahih in as-
Sahihah, no. 162.
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Factor Nine:
Being Mindful of the Reckoning and the
Standing Before Allah 3

One of the factors which brings about salvation is
remembering that tremendous day on which all of the created
beings will stand before the Lord of all creation for reckoning
and repayment, that day on which no one will be able to save,
help or harm any others.
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“What will make you know what the Day of Recompense
is? * Again, what will make you know what the Day of
Recompense is? * It is a day on which no soul will have
power to do anything for another soul, and on that Day
the authority will be for Allah.”!

When a believer remembers that Day, its terrors and
difficulties, this will generate a sense of fear within him and a
desire to prepare for his hereafter. As a result, he will take the
means which will bring about his salvation and success.

L Al-Infitar: 17-19.
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Along these lines, Allah 4 has made it clear that those
who are saved in the hereafter remember that using this life
to prepare for the reckoning and repayment of deeds is
something which will bring about their success and salvation.
He % said:
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“As for the one who is given his book of deeds in his right
hand, he will say, ‘Here, read my book! * I was certain that
I would meet my record!’”!

He ¥ also said,

-
s

Wl g J5 & G 6 o Jilegy s e i JSh»
Lj%,\,sw*,unum u@\ﬁ*‘w

“They will approach one another, asking one another *
Saying, ‘Previously, we were among our people, fearful *
So Allah blessed us and protected us from the scorching
punishment. * We used to make du’a to Him before. He is
certainly Kind, Merciful.””2

\-‘r

L Al-Haggah: 19-20.
2 At-Tar: 25-28.
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If someone knows that he will stand before Allah &
and that Allah #& will ask him about his deeds, then he ought
to prepare for that Day and prepare an answer for those
questions and make an effort to be sure that his answer will
be correct.

Ibrahim ibn Bashshar #% said: [ heard Ibrahim ibn Ad-
ham % say, “Remember what you are travelling towards as it
deserves to be remembered, and reflect over what has
already passed of your life; do you feel secure in that and are
you hopeful that you will be saved from your Lord’s
punishment? If you are like that, then you have kept your
heart focused on the importance of traveling the path of
salvation rather than the path of those who are heedless in a
false sense of comfort and security, those who follow their
own whims and have fallen into the path of those who are
ruined. Soon they will come to know. Soon they will be sorry.
Soon they will regret.
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‘And those who have done wrong will soon know what
kind of return they will face.’1”2

Mu’alla ibn Ziyad % said: al-Mughirah ibn Mukhadish
#% asked al-Hasan al-Basr1 #%, “O Abu Sa’id, how can we deal

1 Ash-Shu’ard’: 227.
2 Hilyat-ul-Awliya’, 8/18.
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with the company of people here who speak to us until our
hearts nearly fly away?”

Al-Hasan % replied,
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“O sheikh, I swear by Allah that it is better for you to spend
time with people who make you feel so fearful that you end
up in safety than to spend time with people who make you
feel so secure that you end up falling into what you should
have been afraid of.”!

! Reported by Ibn al-Mubarak in az-Zuhd, no. 303.
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Factor Ten:
Enjoining Good and Forbidding Evil

This is one of distinctive features and noble actions of
Islam and the linchpin of salvation for this nation. In fact, it is
the most significant factor in saving them from destruction.
Through it, evil disappears, good proliferates, blessings
abound, and mercy descends. Its impacts on the rectification
of individuals and societies are only known to the Lord of the
heavens and the earth. There are many texts which encourage
this rite and show its importance. Allah 4 said:
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“You are the best nation brought forth for mankind. You
enjoin good and forbid evil.”!

And He ¥ said:

o< 417 T < ,.{:i, 9 7
&53@:;9;;3\:0 ;u‘- J\,o 8 s lih
1

L Ali ‘Imran: 110.
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“And let there be a group of you calling to good, enjoining
what is right and forbidding what is wrong. Those are the
successful ones.”!

And He ¥ said:
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“The believing men and believing women are supporters
of one another. They enjoin good and forbid evil.”2

And He ¥ said:
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“Those who, if we give them authority on the earth,

establish the prayer, give the zakah, enjoin good and
forbid evil. And the outcome of all matters is with Allah.”3

P\-

Among the evidences which show that enjoining good
and forbidding evil is one of the factors which brings about
salvation and safety is Allah’s statement #:

L Ali ‘Imran: 104.
2 Al-Tawbah: 71.
3 Al-Hajj: 41.
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“And when they forgot what they had been reminded of,
We saved those who had forbidden evil and punished
those who had done wrong with a wretched punishment
for the disobedience they had been doing.”!

As well as the Prophet’s statement :,
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“The parable of those who uphold Allah’s limits and those
who cross them is like a people who drew lots for their places
on a ship and so some of them got the top decks and some of
them got the lower decks. When those who were in the lower
decks needed water, they had to pass by those above them, so
they said, ‘If we made a hole in our part of the ship, we would
no longer bother those above us.’ If the people above them left

L Al-A’raf :1665.
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them to do as they wanted, all of them would perish, but if
they stopped them, they would all be saved.”!

So people will continue to be in a good condition so
long as there are some among them who would give
importance to this practice. As for those who leave people to
do as they wish, then this is a serious danger with a terrible
outcome.

The Prophet ‘£ said,
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“If people see an evil but do not change it, I fear that Allah will
envelope all of them in His punishment.”2

So Muslims should be eager to take up this great
practice, and they ought to be sincere to Allah ¥ in doing so,
following in the footsteps of the people of truth and guidance.

It was for this reason that when the noble companion
Jundub ibn ‘Abdullah £ saw some of the best scholars of al-
Basrah mentioning enjoining good and forbidding evil in their
speech, he said,

-
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1 Reported by al-Bukhari in his Sahih, no. 2493.
2 Reported by al-lmam Ahmad in al-Musnad, no. 1. Al-Albani graded it sahih
in as-Silsilah as-Sahihah, no. 1671.
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“Never before have I seen a people more deserving of
salvation than these people if they are sincere.”!

Now, Muslims must also be careful when it comes to
this issue regarding the ways and means of the people of
misguidance and falsehood; they must respect the guidelines
of this upright practice and its blessed manners and its firmly-
set principles, all of which are derived from the Book of Allah
% and the Sunnah of His Prophet :=. If they enact this practice
according to these principles and guidelines, then
rectification, good and success will become a reality.

On the other hand, if this practice is enacted in a way
that goes against the well-known principles and guidelines of
the shari’ah, then it will become a form of harm to Muslim
societies, eroding security, spreading chaos, destroying
wealth, spilling blood, violating people’s honor, and so on and
so forth with all forms of ruin and harm which one who does
not have understanding or knowledge of the principles and
foundations of the shari’‘ah would cause, bringing ruin to
himself and his fellow Muslims.

Some people came to Hudhayfah ibn al-Yaman we
and asked, “Shouldn’t we enjoin good and forbid evil?” to
which he replied,
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1 Reported by Ibn Abi ‘Asim in al-Ahad wal-Mathani, no. 2314.
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“That is a good thing, but it is not part of the Sunnah to raise
your swords against your leader.”!

And Sheikh al-Islam Tbn Taymiyah #% relayed from
Abu Hanifah 4% that a questioner asked him about a man who
began to enjoin good and forbid evil and then a group of
people joined forces with him and revolted against the main
body of Muslims. He asked him about this type of behavior
and whether it is acceptable. Abu Hanifah #% replied, “No.” So
the man asked, “Haven’t Allah ¥ and His Messenger
commanded us to enjoin good and forbid evil, isn’t that
something mandatory?” to which he replied,
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“That is true, however that does not apply when it ruins more

than it rectifies, such as spilling blood and treating what is
forbidden as if it were permissible.”?

1 Reported by Ibn Abi Shaybah in al-Musannaf, no. 37613.
2 Al-Fatawa al-Hamawiyyah, p. 321.
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Conclusion

One of Sufyan ath-Thawri’s brothers wrote to him,
asking him to advise him but briefly, so Sufyan % wrote back:
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“May Allah keep us and you safe from all evil, O brother. The
afflictions of this worldly life will not end, its joys will not last,
and one cannot comprehend it entirely. So do good for your

own soul until you reach salvation, and do not become lax lest
you perish. Peace be with you!”1

Muhammad ibn al-Sammak % said,
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“The intelligent person is concerned about salvation and
safety, while the foolish person is concerned about
entertainment and enjoyments.”?2

! Reported by Abii Nu’aym in Hilyat-ul-Awliya, 7/5.
2 Reported by Abi Nu’aym in Hilyat-ul-Awliya, 8/204.
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We ask Allah to complete His favor on us by enabling
us to reach Jannah and to be saved from the Hellfire, and that
He grant our hearts steadfastness on His religion. He is Near
and Responsive. May Allah extol and bless His servant and
Messenger Muhammad, as well as his family and all of his
Companions.
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