TR PTE G RSO B

[ISLAM
&IMAN

ZAKAT SAWM SHAHADA SALAT HAJJ

What Every Muslim Must
Know About the Religion

BY:
MUHAMMAD BIN JAMIL ZINO

il



gLealg pllm l gl &1
a5 oo bule (i Ay 05 0 Lagnil
THE PILLARS OF
ISLAM & IMAN



DARUSSALAM

YOUR AUTHENTIC SOURCE OF KNOWLEDGE

HEAD OFFICE

P.O.Box: 22743,

Riyadh 11416

K.S.A.

Tel: 00966 -1- 4033962
00966 -1- 4043432

Fax: 00966 -1- 4021659

E-mail:

info@darussalam.com

Website:

www.darussalamksa.com

Riyadh

Olaya branch:

Tel 00966-1-4614483
Fax: 4644945

Malaz branch:

Tel 00966-1-4735220
Fax: 4735221
Suwaydi branch:

Tel 00966-1-4286641
Suwailam branch:
Tel & Fax:
00966-1-2860422

Jeddah

Tel: 00966-2-6879254
Fax: 6336270

K.S.A. Darussalam Showrooms:

Madinah

Tel: 00966-04-8234446,
8230038 Fax: 04-8151121

Al-Khobar
00966-3-8692900
Khamis Mushayt
Tel & Fax:
00966-072207055
Yanbu Al-Bahr
Tel: 0500887341

Fax: 8691551
Al-Buraida

Tel: 0503417156
Fax: 00966-06-3696124



olLesTlg sllufl L8 0
A&abﬁﬁﬂéﬁ;&aﬁéﬁ}
THEAPILLARSAOF
ISLAM & IMAN

And what every Muslim must
know about his religion

Written by:
Muhammad bin Jamil Zino
Teacher at Dar-ul Hadith AI—Khairiyal-l

Makkah Al Mukarramah

Compiled by:
Darussalam Research Division

@
Asitllyla
DARUSSALAM

DARUSSALAM
) MULTILINGUAL INTL.. PUBLISHING HOUSE

Riya«ﬂn, Houston, New York, London, Lahore




In the Name of Allah
The Most Beneficent, the Most Mercrfu/



The Pillars of Islam & Iman - 5

Table of Contents

PUDIISHELS NOLE ....cvieuvereieeeeeceeeetectes e et estee s e esessesses s ssessss e e ssnssnassns 09
INETOAUCTION .ttt teeeectee ettt e et et eeseeseesse e seesssssasnsesnsennns 10
Thanks and AcknowledZment........cccovevvrrenrneeenccnenenenenesivsrnennaee 11

Tawhid, and the factors which nullify Faith and Islam

The Pillars of ISTAIM ......ocuiioiiieee ettt ettt 15
The Pillars of 71411 (FAILN) ....coceeerervieeciieieiceteeeeeeeeeeeeecenes e 17
The meanings of Islam, [im42 and JASAR ..c...eeecievsonecreesinciviccsiannnas 19
The meaning of L4 ildha illa~-AllGH..........eeeeeiioenen. Seomeirinnin 21
The meaning of Muhammad-ur Rasultllan....................cccceeeveveevene. 29
Where is Allah? Allah is above the heavens............eeininenennnee. 31
Belief in Qadar, the good of it and the bad of it .........ceceeervevierieivnccnnss 35

» Some benefits of belief in Divine Preordainment .......cc.cccceveeeeuene 36

» Do 1ot use fate as an EXCUSE......covceveeeereiverrerterererreieereesreeeaceneeseneens 41
Factors which nullify /mdn and ISIam..........ciceveeevnenncrcnnercenenenn 43

» Denial of the existence of Rubb nullifies Jman.........ccevvevevveeenes 43
Shirk (polytheism) in worship nullifies 22421 .........ccciveeeveccvenencnnne. 46
Shirk in Allah’s Attributes nullifies J74H......couveeereeeeeeeeeeeereeane 51
Defamation of Prophets nullifies #2148 ........coeuevveeveeeeeeeieeereerrviveerennnns 55

The Book of 7ahdrah (Purification)

The cateories Of WALET .......cccevevriereeerrerersivssreereeeseceeseesesssessesesseseseens 61
Etiquette of going to the bathroom .....cceeveiiiiiiiicciiiniiiee i 63
How to perform Wudhii” (abIution) ..........eecieeeceeeeeieeciesiencceeceeereeenns 65
» Factors which NUIfy WHARAL .........ccccivvevevvrrscrervivsreissienierservnanas 66
» Things which do not nullify WiudAzi’ ..........cccveeevveevevereerainnne. 67
» Wiping over leather or cloth SOCKS ........ccviveeriieeneivineeiesesrererrenenns 68
The obligatory bath (Ghus), and the things which make it mandatory .....71
» Things forbidden to a Junub (a person in need of a Ghus) ........ 74
» The fundamental constituents (Arkdn) of GAUSI ..........ceceeenene.... 75

» The Sunnah way of the GAUSI .........ceeeeevvevvvrvivsvsierseseiversvreerene 76



6 The Pillars of Islam & Imén

» Ghuslwhich are Mustahab (desirable) ...............ccoooeeeueeueniin. 77
» Some issues concerming GAUSI ...............cccocoovvceiivieiiioiiiie, 78
» Mas-h (wiping) over a bandage or cast ..............ccccevverierinnnnnnd 80
Tayammum and the cirumstances which make it permissible........... 81
» The dust to be used for Tayammum......................................... 82
» How to perform Tayammumi...................ccoooveerececenieeiarererrnnn. 82
» Things permissible to one who performs 7ayammum................. 83
» Factors which nullify Zayammum ..............................cc..cococo...... 33
» The Salat of a person having no access to water or dust ............. 84
Haidh (menstruation) and Nifas (post~partum bleeding) .................. 35
» Things forbidden in menstruation or in post-partum bleeding ....86
Istihddah and the rules associated Withit............ccocooeiervereerirenennnn, 89

The Book of Sa/it (prayer)

The Adhan and Igamah Igamah (calls t0 Prayer) ..........c.coceceeeuenens 93
How to perform Salaf-ul-Fajr (the Dawn Prayer) ...........ccccooeevevrinnene. 97
» Table of number of Rak%hs of each Salaf............c.ccccocovavn.... 101
Some rules of SAIAL ... 102
» Conditions for the validity of Salaf....................ccccococvvviviniii. 108
» The basic elements (Arkdn) of Salaf.................c.cccccococvvvenn.... 107
» Times in which Salitis forbidden...........ccccoooivvvniiiecineininnn, 110
» The times of obligatory Salaf.................ccocovvvviioviiiieiieien. 111
How the Prophet # used to pray...........cccoceerreeneereeereeeeeene 113
» Salat Tatawwu ‘ (Optional Prayers) ..........cccoeeerirreeieveecenereeeneenns 115
» Those upon whom Sa/afis mandatory.............c.ccoeerccerirrrnunnns 117
» Sujiid As-Sahw (prostrations to make up for forgetfulness) .....118
» Attendance of women for congregational Szlifin the Masjid..121
» A woman’s dress in SALAL................c.cococvvviiiieieieiiieeeee, 122
» Who is most befitting to lead Salaf?..........cccccccovvvvevveevnnnnnns 123
» The virtues of Salif, and warning against abandoning it .......... 126
» Attending Friday Prayer and the daily Salifin congregation....128
The virtues of praying in congregation and the Friday Prayer ........ 130
» How to offer Friday Prayer with its etiquettes...........c.cccecvrueurnnce. 132

» Ahadith on the subject of SAIGE...............cccooveviiiieeeiiiieeee 133



The Pillars of Islim & Imin 7

» The Salif of atraveler onland or sea orin an airplane............. 138
» Salatis mandatory on the sick persomn ...........ccococveeceniiicnne. 137
» How a sick person can perform the acts of purification........... 138
» How a sick person can perform Salaf...........ccccoovvvnneiineccnnenen. 140
Dua’ (supplications) at the beginning of Salaf................................. 142
» Dug’attheend of Salaf...........c.c.ccoooooiiiviiiiiiie 143
» How to perform Saliton a dead person (Funeral Prayer) ......... 143
» The admonishment of death................... C\vimrusetsaaesgenesdsesnsasnenyinia 144
» ZLidPrayers at Musalla Prayer Place) ............ccoovvcvcviincnns 145
» Emphasis upon offering a sacrifice on the Fid-ul-Adh-ha....... 147
» Salatto supplicate for rain (SHSGE) .........:iveeeeeiivviereeeceeee 148
» Salat at the time of solar or lunar eclipSe .............ccccceeveereerveninnnn 149
» Salat-ul-Istikharah (Prayer to seek guidance for what is better) ...... 150
» Beware of passing in front of a praying person.........c...c..c.cc..... 182
The recitation of the Messenger #..........c..cccovvrernecninennecnecens 154
The Prophet’s worship of AIAN............cocooiiviiiiic e 157

The Book of Zakit

Zakat and its importance in ISIAM ............ococooviiiiviiiieieie e, 161
» The wisdom in the legislation of Zakaf..................c...cc............ 162
» The kinds of wealth on which Zakafis required....................... 164
» The Nisab (minimum property) on which Zakatis due ............ 166
» How Zakatshould be distributed..........c.cocomivinniecicienines 168
» Some benefits of paying Zakaf..................c..ccccoooviierinninii, 174
» Warnings to those who dont pay Zakaft.......................c............. 176
» Some important information regarding Zakat ........................... 178

The Book of Siydm (Fastings)

Siyam (astings) and its benefits ..........ccooveiiciiiniiniie e 183
» What you are required to do in Ramadhan ................cccccceeeucee 184
» Ahadith on the virtues of fasting..........c.ccococooi v, 186
VOoluntary fasting  .......cccocoeeeirinirieeeeiniseiee et 189
» Things which break the fast .............ccocoeriiiiiiineir e 191
» Things which do not spoil the fast.............ccccocoiiiieiiiicnee, 192

I'tikaf (seclusion in the Masjid) is part of the religion...................... 193



8 The Pillars of Islam & Imién

~The Book of Hajj(Pilgrimage)

The virtues of Hafj and UMLAA ........eeeeeeeeeeevereerereveeereereveeevvrvnannes 197
The actions of ‘Umrah (the lesser pilgrimage) .........coceeievvveevererreens 200
The actions of Hajj (the pilgrimage to Makkah) ........ccccceeueverreene. 203
» Some etiquettes of Hajjand ‘Umirah .............ueeeeveueecevvviennn. 205
» Some etiqueties of the Prophet’s MOSqUE ......ccoveeeivercenieierenninn. 206
» Upon whom is Hajj Obligatory?.........cc..eevveevueereiveenseessesssnssenseisnns 208
» Fundamental constituents (Azkdn) of Hajj......ccceeverevereerenn. 20209
» Compulsory acts (Wajibdl) Of HEJj....coweevevveveveervesiviesvaecreiane 209
» Things forbidden to a person in the state of lardm................... 210
» Rules for perpetrators of the prohibitions of the state of Thrdm.... 212
How the Prophet # performed HaJJ........cocoerivrsessosieeseesesrssesessiens 214
» The sacrificial animals, their types and conditions..................... 224

The Book of Mu‘dmalit (Transactions and Mutual Relations)

The importance of marriage in Islam and the laws of marriage........... 225
» Hijjab (the veil) is a means of honor and protection for women ....229
» Rules regarding Rip4 (usury) and its different forms................. 231
» The prohibition of Mmeans of USULY.....c.ccceervceeceererserrcenereseenennes 237
» Doing business with banks........... ettt st 238
» The prohibition of usury for consumers and producets............ 238
» The prohibition on Rib4 (Interest) in buying a house............... 239
» Means for getting rid of USULY ..cccevveriverieniesieniersiecsenscrnenneesecanens 240
» Rules regarding the Lugtah (lost and found articles)................. 241

» Special rules regarding Lugtah in the Haram of Makkah ......... 243

The Book of Morals and Manners

Some of the morals of the Noble Prophet #........ccceceverveeveenercncenne 247

» Good manners of the Messenger # and his humbleness ...........c....... 248
The Prophet’s call to Islam and JiA4d .............cc.cccivivivincursisivcnsenennns 250

» Love of the Messenger # and following him .........ccovcvivvinenniins 252
Some Ah4dith regarding the Messenger # ............ etencensidestnnanessiinine 254
Some Ahadith regarding the MUSHm .......cccccovvrueerenceniniiiincnnnennenens 256
Act upon the Ah4dith of the Messenger #........ccieivisinniinniesroniins 258
“Whatever the Messenger # gave you, take it” .......ccevnvveseevencenenee 260

Be slaves of Allah, brothers (1o each other) .........ccocveceeiinvenncnncnne 263



The Pillars of Islam & Imén 9

Publishers Note

Shaikh Muhammad bin Jamil Zino is originally from Syria, but
for a long time he has been a teacher at Dar ul-Hadith Al-
Khairiyyah, Makkah Al-Mukarramah. Besides being a great
scholar, he is also the author and compiler of many books. He
holds the honor of having a place in the rank of those authors
of present time whose works have been widely accepted.

The distinctive feature of this book is its simplicity. While writing,
Shaikh Muhammad bin Jamil Zino makes his direct concern with
the common people. To prove any point, first of all he presents the
verses of the Noble Qur’an, then he puts all the related authentic
Ahadith before the readers; afterwards, if he finds it necessary,
cites a few quotations from the early scholars and jurisprudents.

In this book, Shaikh Muhammad bin Jamil Zino has discussed
the fundamental constituents of Islam - Saldt, Sawm, Hajj,
Zakdif etc., in a lucid and impressive manner. The discussion
regarding Faith and Belief in the first part is an added value to
the book. A number of editions and innumerable copies of this
book in Arabic have been published and printed up till now.

Darussalam Publications has the honor of translating the different
books of Shaikh Muhammad bin Jamil Zino into various languages.
We must thank Brother Majad Al-Ghamlas, Manager, Maktabah
Dar-ul-Khair, Jeddah, by whose help and cooperation, we are
able to present this book. We also thank Mr. Ageel Walker for his
diligent work in reviewing and revising this second edition. Our
thanks are also to the members of Darussalam Publications who
worked enthusiastically to produce this book in the present form.

May Allah benefit the readers by the sincere efforts made by all
of us -~ Ameen’
Abdel Walik Wajakid

General Manager
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Introduction

Verily all praise is due to Allah, we praise Him, seek His help, and
seek His forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from the evil of
ourselves and our deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides, no one can
misguide him; and whomsoever He leads astray, none can guide him.

I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped but
Allah. He is Alone without any partner, and I bear witness that
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger.

This book covers the following subjects: Tahdrah (purification),
Salat (prayers), Zakaf (obligatory charity), Sawm (asting during the
month of Ramadhan), Hajj and ‘Umrah (the greater and lesser
pilgrimages), as well as Agida#, the life of Prophet Muhammad #,
Hadlith studies, general advice, and other important topics.

I have chosen the name of my book “Pillars of Islam & Iman (faith)”
since it covers many of these valuable topics while adding to it
considerable supplementary materials related fo acts of worship.
These include 7aharah (purification), Salaf (prayer), marriage, Hijib
(veiling), social & business transactions, interest, rulings concerning
lost and found properties, the exemplary life of the Prophet i,
Prophetic traditions, and various other instructions and importart
matters which every Muslim male and female must know.

I ask Allah to make t beneficial to the Muslims and to make it
solely for His sake, and to reward all those who participated in
the printing and distribution of this book or its translation, and
to enable all to serve Islam, and to call the Muslims back to it in a
way that pleases Alldh and His Messenger, in order that the
Muslims might realize the victory He promised them when He said:

“...and (as for) the believers it was incumbent upon Us to
help ¢hem)” (30:43)
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Thanks & Acknowledgment

I thank my fellow teachers, sudents, and others who participated
in the production of all my books to the required standard. I
request everyone to send to me the comments on 1t, if they have
any, in compliance with the statement of the Prophet #:

3 N wy?
((17&1.«?—2“ :')i-)j\))

“The religion is sincere advice.” (Muslim)

I also thank the author of Figh-us-Sunnah which I've used as a
reference for Figh (Islamic jurisprudence) rulings, as I have
indicated wherever I quoted him.

[ ask Allah to place this work in the scales of our good deeds and
Allah isthe Granter of success.
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The Pillars of Islam

The Messenger of Allah # stated that Islam is based on five
(things):

- z

#5215 3520 U815 il 525 1332 & 4 Y
((L)L«a-")f %ngi 15541 /%eu:.:j\é;ngj]\

1. The Shahiadah Gestimony): L4 ildha illa-Allih, Muhammadur
Rasilullah (None has the right to be worshipped but Allah,
and Muhammad isthe Messenger of Allah).

2. Igamat-as-Salat (to offer the compulsory congregational
prayers properly and punctually).

3. To pay Zakat (Zakat is mandatory charity. When a Muslim
owns 85 grams of gold or its equivalent in cash, 2.5% must
be paid after possessing this quantity for a year. Zakzitis also
due on other forms of property, the details of which will be
discussed later).

4. Hajj (the greater pilgrimage to the House of Allah in Makkah)
for whoever 1s able to do so.

5. To observe Sawm (fasting during the month of Ramadhan):
[With the intention to abstain from the start of dawn until
sunset from food, drink and everything else which breaks
(invalidates) the fast].

(Agreed upon)*

* Throughout the book henceforth, a Hadith related by Bukhari and Muskm
both will be called agreed upon.
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The Pillars of Iman (Faith)

To believe in:

1.

Allah (in His Existence, His Oneness in His Attributes, His
deserving to be worshipped and supplicated and His right to
legislate).

. His angels (beings created from light for obeying Allah’s

Orders).

. His Books (the Torah, the Gospel of Jesus, the Psalms of David

and the Qur’an which is the best of them).

. His Messengers (the first of them was Noah and the last of

them was Muhammad #, being the last of the Prophets).

. The Last Day [the day of resurrection for the reckoning of

the people according to their deeds, and their appropriate
compensation (award or punishment)].

. And to believe in Qadar (Divine Preordainment) (that all which

occurs of good and evil is by Divine decree, accompanied by
the employment of means to achieve desired results with
satisfaction of what happens of good or bad, the sweet and
the bitter, because it occurs by Allah’s Decree).
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The Meanings of Islam, Imédn & IThsan

‘Umar 4 narrated:
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One day while we were sitting with Allah’s Messenger #&
a man suddenly appeared before us, wearing very white
Clothing and having very black hair, without any signs of
journey upon him, and none of us knew him. He approached
until he sat before the Prophet # with his knees touching
the Prophet’s knees and he placed his hands on his thighs
and said, “O Muhammad inform me about Islam.” Allah’s
Messenger # said, “Islam is to bear witness that none has
the right to be worshipped but Allah, and that Muhammad
is the Messenger of Allah, to offer the Salift, pay Zakdit,
fast during the month of Ramadhan and to make Hajj
(the pilgrimage to Makkah) if you are able and have the
means to make the journey.” The man said, “You spoke
the truth.” We were surprised at his asking and confirming
at the same time. He said, “Informi me about /mdin.” The
Prophet # said, “Imadn is to believe in Allah, His angels,
His Books and Messengers, the Last Day and to believe in
the Divine Preordainment of all that is good and evil.” He
again said, “You spoke the truth.” He said, “Inform me
about /hsdn.” He # said: “Ihsan (perfection) is to worship
Allah as if you see Him; if you can’t see Him, surely He
sees you.” He said, “Inform me about the Hour (Doomsday).”
He # said, “The one asked has no more knowledge of it
than the questioner.” He said, “Inform me about its
signs.” He said, “(Its signs are) the slave-girl will give
birth to her mistress and you will see the barefooted, naked,
impoverished sheepherders competing with each other in
tall buildings.” Then the stranger left and I (‘Umar)
remained seated for quite a while. Then the Prophet #
asked me, “O ‘Umar, do you know who the questioner
was?” 1 said, “Allah and His Messenger know best.” He
said, “That was Jibrael, he came to teach you your religion.”
(Muslim)

The Pillars of Islam & Imén
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The Meaning of L4 I/dha 1lla-Alldh

“None has the right to be worshipped but Allah,” in it (i.e. the
Testimony) is the negation of worship to other than Alldah and
its affirmation with regard to Allah alone.

1. Allah 3% said:

SN 8 YA B

“So know (O Muhammad #&) that L3 ildha illa-Allih (none
has the right to be worshipped but Allah)...” (47:19)

2. The Prophet % said:

=
@

. WYty 28 b A iz o -
[CL;—\GM@@U\)\ aouoy il ely,] .((Af.;\ J:>-J L@J;;- ) YL ly d\.ﬁ %)

“Whoever says L4 ildha illa-Allih sincerely will enter
Paradise.” (Reported by Bazzar and declared authentic by Al-
Albani in Sahih Al-Jami?)

The sincere person is the one who understands this, acts
according to its requirements, invites others to it, and gives
it precedence over all other issues, because it is the concise
formula of 7aw#hid (Islamic Monotheism) for which human
beings and jinns were created.

3. Allah’s Messenger # said to his uncle Abu Talib when he

was on his death bed:

Jod Sl el Kip g A 2 STLE I V) Y 36 22 )

[H—M) L_S)Bb-“ n\))] -((453\ g; ﬂl g
“Oh uncle, say L4 ildha illa-Allih, a statement by which I
can plead on your behalf before Allah.” But his uncle

refused to say L4 ilaha illa~Allah. (Bukhari and Muslim)
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4. The Messenger % preached in Makkah for 13 years inviting
the idol~worshippers, saying:

“Testify that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah.”

But their response as reported in the Qur’an was:

&W’ ’3}’»’5 J ‘a’ux,uw,. o ’;,53 \35,;\ iy QJ\ Uy

L LT
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“And they (Arab pagans) wonder that a warner (Prophet
Muhammad #) has come to them from among themselves!
And the disbelievers say: ‘This (Prophet Muhammad #) is
a sorcerer, a liar. Has he made the 4lihah (gods) (all) into
One Ilzh (God — Allah). Verily, this is a curious thing?’
And the leaders among them went about (saying): ‘Go on,
and remain constant to your 4/ihah (gods)! Verily, this is
a thing designed (against you)! We have not heard (the
like) of this among the people of these later days. This is
nothing but an inventionl’” (38:4-7)

The Arabs understood its meaning that one who said it (with
conviction), would not call upon (invoke, pray, supplicate
etc.) anyone other than Allah. So they abstained from 1t and
refused to say it. Allah 3 said: :

0 4 ) s AT 9 Y A 3 6 ¢4
§ A 15 FL A S O o LB

“Truly, when it was said to them: ‘L4 i/dha illa-Allih (none
has the right to be worshipped but Allah)’ they puffed them-
selves up with pride G.e. denied 1t). And (they) said: ‘Are we
going to abandon our dlihah (gods) for the sake of a mad
poet?’ Nay! he (Muhammad #) has come with the truth
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(.e. Allah’s religion — Islamic Monotheism and this Qur’an)
and he confirms the Messengers (before him who brought
Allah’s religion ~ Islimic Monotheism).” (37:35-37)

And the Prophet ¥ said:
A“i:ﬁ A %J,'; “&‘ 9)3 :J“ vy L“J"S) 44..0\ l l JG u.n))

[eeols] ( J55 32 00 JE Bl

“Whoever says L4 1laha illa-Allah and rejects whatever 1s
worshipped besides Allah, his property and blood becomes
sacred and his reckoning is [only] with Allah the Mighty
and Exalted.” (Muslim)

This Hadith teaches us that the verbal declaration of the
testimony of Faith requires the rejection of all worship directed
to other than Allah, such as supplication to the dead, etc.

Indeed, tt is strange that some Muslimis say L4 ildha illa-Allih
with their tongues and contradict its meaning with their
deeds and their supplication to other than Allah.

. Ld ildha illa-Alldh is the foundation of Taw#hid (Islamic

Monotheism) and Islam. It is a complete system of life, through
which, all forms of worship (of Allah) are realized. That
happens when a Muslim submits himself to Allah, and calls
upon Him alone, and refers all issues (of right and wrong)
to His Law, to the exclusion of all other systems of Law.

. The scholar Ibn Rajab said: “The word I54 (i.e. God) means

the One Who is obeyed and not defied, out of ones sense of
awe and reverence, love, fear, and hope, placing ones trust
in Him, asking Him and supplicating Him alone. And all of
these are invalid except for Alldh [alone]. So, whoever directs
any of these matters (wWhich are the rights of Allah) to a created
being, has detracted from the sincerity of his statement L4 1/34a
1lla-Allah. And he has worshipped that created being to the
extent he directed those matters toward it.
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The Prophet # said
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“Urge those of you who are on their deathbeds to say 24
ilaha illa-Allah; for verily, whoever’s last words are L4
ildha illa-Allzh, will eventually enter Paradise even if he
has to go through (before that) whatever (punishment) he
has to go through.” (Reported by Ibn Hibban in his Sahih and

declared authentic by Al-Albani in Sahih-ul-jami¢)

“Urging” as mentioned in the Hadith is not the mere
repetition of the Shahidah —“La ildha illa-Allih” in the
presence of the dying person, as some people have understood
of it, rather it is to instruct him to say it. The proof for that is
the Hadlith narrated by Anas bin Malik «:
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Allal’s Messenger # visited a (dying) man of the Ansir
and said to him, “Uncle, say L4 ildha illa-Alldh.” The
Ansari asked, “Do you consider me a maternal uncle or

- paternal uncle?” The Prophet # said, “A maternal uncle”.

The man said, “Then it is better for me to say L4 ildha illa-
Allzh” The Prophet # said, “Yes.” [Reported by Ahmad—
3/152 with authentic chain of narrators according to the criteria
of Imam Muslim. See Ahkdm-ul-Jani’iz (funeral ruhngs) by
Albani p.11]
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8. The word L4 ilaha illa-Allah will benefit the one who says it
if he conforms to its meaning in his life, and doesn’t nullify
it by associating partners with Allah, such as supplicating to
the dead or calling upon the living who are absent. This can
be compared to Wudii (i.e. ablution which puts one into a
state of purity) which is nullified by urination, defecation,

... etc.

The Prophet # said:
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“Whoever says L4 ildha illa-Allzh, it will be his salvation

someday, no matter what befalls him before that.” (Reported

by Baihaqi, declared authentic by Albani in Ahadith Sahihah —
No. 1932)
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The Meaning of
Muhammadur Rasulullah
[Muhammad is the Messenger of Alldh]

This statement expresses the belief that Muhammad # was sent
as a Messenger by Allah. So, we believe in what he reported as
truth, we obey him in whatever he commanded, we abstain from
whatever he prohibited, and we worship Alldh in the manner
he prescribed. ’

1. Abul-Hasan Ali An~Nadwi says in his book An-Nubuwwah:

“The first concern of all the Prophets in every age and in
every environment was to correct the belief of people
regarding Allah 3§, to correct the relationship between
the servant and his Lord, to call towards the dedication of
religion purely to Alldh, and to single out Allah as the
only object of worship, [believing with certainty] that He
is the Sole Dispenser of benefit and harm, the only One
Who has the right to be worshipped, supplicated, and
resorted to, and in Whose Name [Alone]| animals may be
sacrificed. Their campaigns were concentrated and directed
against paganism during their own eras, which was
exemplified in the worship of idols (in human and animal
forms), and ‘saints’ and other human beings (considered
to be holy or to have a divine power) from among the
living and the dead.”

2. Allah addressed His Messenger # in the Qur’an:
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“Say (O Muhammad #): I possess no power of benefit or
hurt to myself except as Allah wills. If I had the knowledge
of the Ghaib (unseen), I should have secured for myself
an abundance of wealth, and no evil should have touched
me. I am but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings unto
people who believe.” (7:188)

And the Prophet # said:
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“Do not exaggerate in praising me as the Christians did
to (Jesus) the son of Mary, for I am only a servant, so say
[he is] the servant of Allah and His Messenger.” (Bukhari)

The exaggeration referred to in the Hadith is excessive praise,
so we may not supplicate him instead of Allah, as the Christians
did with Jesus, the son of Mary, falling thereby into the
worship of Jesus along with Allah. Instead, he # instructed
us to call to him as “Muhammad, the servant of Allah and

His Messenger.”

As for his praise [the kind of] which is mentioned in the
Qur’an and Sunnah, it is his due right.

. True love of the Prophet ¥ lies in obedience to him, by

supplicating Allah alone, and not supplicating anyone else,
even a Prophet or a saint. The Prophet # said:
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“When you ask, ask from Allah, and when you seek help,

seek the help of Allah.” (Reported by Tirmidhi as a good and
authentic Hadith)
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When something happened that caused him concern or
grief, the Prophet # used to say:
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“Oh Everliving and Everlasting (Alldh), in Your Mercy I
seek help.” (Reported by Tirmidhi as a good and authentic
Hadith)

May Allah have mercy on the poet who said about true love:

Ifyour love was true you would have obeyed him.
Verily the lover is to the beloved obedient.

And among the signs of true love for him (%) is to love the
call to Tawhid (Islamic Monotheism) by which he commenced
his mission, and also to love those who call for Tawhid and
dislike Shirk (associating partners to Allah) and all those
who call people towards it.
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Where is Allah?
Allah is above the Heavens

Mu‘awtyyah bin Al-Hakam As~Sulami 4 said:
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I had a slave-girl who used to herd sheep for me (near
mount Uhud and Al-Jawaniyyah). One day I discovered
that a wolf had taken one of her sheep, and I'm a man
from the children of Adam, I get upset like they get upset,
and [ slapped her inthe face. ThenI went to the Prophet #
who impressed upon me the seriousness of my act. I said,
“O Messenger of Allah, should I not set her free?” He
said, “Bring her to me.” He asked her, “Where 1s Allah?”
She said, “He is above the heavens.” He said, “Who am 1?”

She said, “You are the Messenger of Allah.” He said, “Free
her, for she 1s a believer.” (Musiim and Abg Dawid)

Among the benefits to be derived from this Hadith are:

1. The Companions of the Prophet % used to refer to him their
problems, even a small one, to know what is the Law of Allah
regarding it.

2. All issues for judgement should be referred to Allah and His
Messenger, acting upon the Statement of Allah:
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“But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they
make you (Muhammd #) the judge in all disputes
between them, and find in themselves no resistance against
your decisions, and accept (them) with full submission.”
(4:65)

. The Prophet # reproached the Companion for slapping the

slave-girl and considered it a serious matter.

. Belief is a condition for freeing a slave; since the Prophet #

tested her, and after learning she was a believer, he ordered
her to be set free; and if she had been a disbeliever, he
wouldn’t have ordered for her freedom.

. The necessity of asking about 7Taw#hid (Islamic Monotheism);

and part of it is the belief that Allah is above His Throne,
and knowledge of that is mandatory.

. The legitimacy of asking “Where is Allah?”; in fact it is

Sunnah, since the Prophet # asked it.

. The legitimacy of replying that Alldh is above the heavens,

since the Prophet # affirmed the reply of the slave-girl and
it also goes along with the Statement of Allah in the Qur’an:
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“Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven

(Allah), will not cause the earth to sink with you?” (67:16)

Ibn Abbas &3 said that the One referred to in the verse by
the word ‘Who’ is Allah.

[Note: The literal translation of %is-sama’is ‘in heavens’, the
scholars explained it according to the Arabic language to
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have the meaning of (above) as it is not possible for Allah to
be surrounded by His creation, and sometimes the word %’
is used in the meaning of ‘A/z’(on) as stated in the verse:
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“I will surely crucify you on the trunks of palm-trees”.
(20:71)

The other interpretation is based on the variant meanings
of the word (..., Sama’in Arabic refers to that which is
elevated. It is used to refer to the ceiling of a house, to the
sky, to the heavens and to elevation and transcendence. So
the phrase could be translated: ‘in transcendence’].

8. The correctness of Belief includes the testimony that
Muhammad # is the Messenger of Allah.

9. The belief that Allah is above the heaven is an indicator of
the soundness of one’s Belief, and it is mandatory on every
believer.

10. The refutation of the erroneous belief that Allah is in every
place by His Self. The truth is that Allah is with us by His
Knowledge not by His Self.

11. The fact that the Prophet # ordered to bring the slave-girl
in order to test her, shows that he did not possess the knowledge
of the unseen [except what Allah informed him] which in

this case is the belief of the slave-girl. This refutes the claim of
many Sufis that he had a complete knowledge of the unseen.
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Belief in Qadar (Divine Preordainment)
The good of it and the bad of it

This is the sixth pillar of /man (Faith). Imam Nawawi explained
it like this in his collection of 40 Hadith:

Verily Allah decreed all matters before its existence, and Allah
knows exactly when and where everything will occur, and
everything occurs according to His Decree.

Belief in the Divine Preordainment has several facets

1. Divine Preordainment regarding knowledge:

Allah’s Knowledge of everything, means to believe that
Allah knows previously what His slaves will do of good and
evil, obedience and disobedience—before their creation;
who from among them will be destined for Paradise and
who will be destined for the Hell-fire, and He prepared for
them reward and punishment according to their deeds
even before their creation. All of that is recorded and
accounted for with Him, and all His slave’s deeds unfold
and occur in accord with what He already knew and
recorded. (This passage was quoted from Jami‘ AlI-Ulam wal-~
Hikam by Ibn Rajab, p. 24)

2. Divine Preordainment regarding the Preserved Tablet:

What is recorded in A/-Lawh Al-Mahtiidh (the Preserved
Tablet). Ibn Kathir in his commentary of the Qur’an
quotes Abdur-Rahman bin Salman: There is nothing which
Allah decreed, including the Qur’an and whatever was
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before it or after it, but was recorded in the Preserved
Tablet.*

3. Divine Preordainment regarding the womb:

It is mentioned in Hadzt]z

uwc)\p&ff)ccjj\w@ww\ ﬂm}"“;;”

a0 5 8 .

[(J....»jggj\z.l\ oly,] ((WJ\ 235, de_C) d}-b ))g,\.«&.:

“Then an angel is sent to blow the soul into the fetus, and
is ordered to record four matters: its sustenance, life
span, deeds and whether he will be miserable or happy
(i.e. whether he/she will dwell in Paradise or Hell-fire).”
(Agreed upon)

4. Divine Preordainment of how and when:

The Divine Preordainment of how and when everything will
occur: Allah created all that is good and bad, and decreed
exactly when they would occur to the slave. (As is mentioned
in Nawawi’s commentary on his collection of 40 Hadith)

1. Contentment, firmness in Faith, and the hope of compensation.
Alldh 3% said:

AT
“No calamity befalls, but with the Leave [i.e. Decision
and Qadar (Divine Preordainments)] of Allah...” (64:11)

* Tafsir Ibn Kathir, Volume 4, pg. 497.



The Pillars of Islam & Iman 37

Ibn Abbas i said: His Leave or Permission means His
Command and Decree. And Alldh 35 said:
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“...And whosoever believes in Allah, He guides his heart
[to the true Faith with certainty, i.e. what has befallen
him was already written for him by Allah from the Qadar
(Divine Preordainments)]...” (64:11)

Ibn Kathir said in his commentary: “It means that when a
person who is beset by misfortune and knows that it
occurred by the Order and Decree of Allah, remains patient,
seeking thereby reward, in submission to Allah’s Decree,
Allah guides his heart, and compensates him for his material
loss. Ibn Abbas &5 said: Allah guides his heart to conviction
in Faith, he knows what occurred to him was unavoidable,
and what did not occur, could not have occurred.” Algamah
said : “It refers to a man beset by a calamity and he knows it
is from Allah.

2. The expiation of sins. The Prophet # said:
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“A believer is not beset by any hardship or fatigue or
illness or grief or even a worry but Alliah will expiate
thereby his sins.” (Agreed upon)

3. Great reward. Allah &% said:
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“..and give glad tidings to the patient ones. Who, when
afflicted with calamity, say: ‘Truly! To Allah we belong
and truly, to Him we shall return’. They are those on
whom are the Salawdf (i.e. blessings etc.) (i.e. who are
blessed and will be forgiven) from their Lord, and (they
are those who) receive His Mercy, and it is they who are
the guided ones.” (2:155-157)

4. Self-contentment. The Prophet # said:
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“We satisfied with what Allah has apportioned for you,
you will be the wealthiest of peopley.” (Aamadand Tirmidhi)

He # also said:
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“To be well off is not through possessing lots of transitory
goods rather true well~-being comes from a contented soul.”
(Agreed upon)

We see that many who possess massive wealth are not
satisfied with what they have, they are disturbed, their souls
are impoverished; wherecas one whose material possessions
are few yet is content with what Allah apportioned for him
after his efforts, he is a satisfied soul.

5. Lack of happiness and grief. Allah 3% said:
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“No calamity befalls on the earth or in yourselves but is
inscribed in the Book of Decrees (Al-Lawh Al-Mahtiidh),
before We bring it into existence. Verily, that is easy for
Allah. In order that you may not be sad over matters that
you fail to get, nor rejoice because of that which has been
given to you. And Alldh likes not prideful boasters.”
(57:22,23)

Ibn Kathir said: “Don’t act haughty towards people because
of what Alldh has blessed you with, because it didn’t come
to you through your effort, but by the Decree of Allah. Do
not take the blessmgs of Allah arrogantly and wantonly, and
He is your Sustainer.”

‘Ikramah said: “There is none who does not get happy or
sad. Hence make your happiness gratitude, and your grief
patience.” (See Tafsir Ibn Kathir. 4/314)

. Courage and boldness. The person who believes in Qadar

becomes bold, and is not in awe of anyone except Allah,
because he knows his life span is preordained and whatever
he misses could not have occurred to him and what happened
to him could not have been avoided, and that victory comes
with patience, and that after every affliction there is relaxation
and along with hardship comes ease.

. No fear of the harm of human beings. The Prophet # said:
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“And know that if the whole world were to join hands in

‘order to benefit you with something, they couldn’t benefit
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you except by what Alldh already wrote for you. And if
they join together to harm you, they wouldn’t be able to
harm you except what Allah has ordained for you. The
pens are lifted and the ink has dried on the pages (of the
Preserved Tablet).” (Tirmidhi graded it good and authentic)

8. No fear of death. The following is the meaning of some
couplets attributed to Ali «:

“Which of my two days will I flee from death? The day it
was not decreed or the day it was decreed?

The day it was not decreed, I fear it not and from what is
written, even the cautious will not escape.”

9. No remorse for what has missed. The Prophet # also said:
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“The strong believer is better and more beloved to
Allah than the weak believer, though both are good;
work hard for that which is beneficial for you and seek
Allah’s help, and do not give up. If you are stricken by
misfortune do not say: ‘If only 1 had done differently
such and such would have happened.” Rather say: ‘That
is what Allah decreed, He does as He wills.” ‘If only’
opens the door to Satan’s works.” (Agreed upon)

10. Good is in what Allah has decided. We can understand this
by an example: If a believer’s hand is wounded, he should
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praise Allah that it wasn’t fractured; but if it got fractured,
he should praise Allah that it wasn’t cut off, or that he
didn’t fracture his back, which is more serious. Once, a
businessman was waiting for a plane to close an important
business deal. When the Adhdn was called for Salif, he went
for Salaft (prayer). When he came back, the plane had already
departed, so he sat down, sad about missing it. Shortly after
that the news came that the plane had caught fire in mid-
air. He prostrated in gratitude to Allah for his safety as a
result of being delayed by Salif and he remembered Allah’s
Statement:
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“...and it may be that you dislike a thing which is good
for you, and that you like a thing which is bad for you.
Allah knows but you do not know.” (2:216)

A Muslim must have the belief that all that is good and bad
exists by Allah’s Decree, Knowledge and Will. But at the same
time every person’s actions of good and evil, happen by his own

choice. The observation of Allah’s Commands and Prohibitions
are mandatory on believers and it is not lawful to disobey Allah

and then say: “That’s what Allah decreed for me.” Allah sent
His Prophets and revealed to them His Books to make clear the
path of happiness and of misery, and blessed the human being
with faculty and the ability to think. He made known to mankind
the difference between guidance and error.

Allah 3% said:
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“Verily, We showed him the way, whether he be grateful
or ungrateful.” (76:3) ‘ -

So if a person abandoned Sal/4df or drank liquor, he deserves
the penalty for his transgression against Allah’s Order and
Prohibition and he must repent and regret for it. He will not -
get off by using Qadar as an excuse.



The Pillars of Islim & Imin 43

Factors which nullify Zman & Islam

There are things which nullify /ma4n (Faith) i.e. Belief, just as
there are things which nullify Wudhii’), if a person does any
single one of them, he loses his state of ritual purity. The same
is true with Belief. The nullifiers of Belief can be classified into
four categories:

First category: Denial of the Rubb’s* existence or reviling and
speaking ill of Him.

Second category: Denial of Allah’s right to be worshipped or
worshipping anything or anyone along with Him.

Third category: Denial of any of Allah’s Names or Aftributes
established in the Qur’an and Sunnah or deprecation of them.

Fourth category: Denial of the role of Muhammad # as the
Messenger of Allah, or reviling His Message.

This first category encompasses several types:

1. Pure atheism; such as the belief of communists who deny that
the universe has a creator and say: “There is no god, and life
is a purely material phenomenon.” They attribute the creation
and all actions to pure chance, or “nature” but forget the One
Who created even the “chance” and the “nature,” as Allah said:
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* Rubb means the One Who is the Creator, the Sustainer, the Lord, etc. in
Whose Hand is the disposal of all affairs.
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“Allah is the Creator of all things, and He is the Wakil
(Trustee, Disposer of affairs, Guardian, etc.) over all things.”
(39:62)

This category of disbeliever is more hardened in their apostasy
than the polytheist Arabs of post-Islamic period, and even
Satan himself, as those polytheist Arabs did admit the existence
of their creator as the Qur’an states about them saying: ‘
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“And if you ask them who created them, they will surely
say: ‘Allah...”” (43:87)

And the Qur’an mentions statement of Satan:
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“(Iblis) said: I am better than he, You (Alldh) created me
from fire, and You created him from clay.” (38:76)

It is an act of disbelief for a Muslim to say “nature created
something or that it came into being by chance”.

2. Or if a person claims to be the Rubb; as Pharaoh claimed saying:

/ul}} f//
g TG

“I am your lord, most high.” (79:24)

3. Or to claim that there are great saints [called “Qufb”in Sufi
terminology, which literally means axes (of creation)] who
have control over what happens in the universe, even if this
claim is accompanied with the admissions that Alldh, the
Soverign Lord exists. People who have this belief are in a
worse condition than the idol worshippers before Islam, who
used to admit that Allah is the Sole Controller of the affairs
of the universe, as is indicated by Allah’s Statement:
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“Say: ‘Who provides for you from the sky and from the
earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? And who brings
out the living from the dead and brings out the dead
from the living? And who disposes the affairs?’ They will
say: ‘Allah. Say: ‘Will you not then be afraid of Allah’s
punishment (for setting up rivals in worship with Allah)?””
(10:31)

4. Or the statements of some Sufis that Allah pervades in His
creation, or became incarnate in it. The Sufi, Ibn Arabi, who
is buried in Damascus, said:

“The Lord is a slave, and the slave is a Lord. I only wish I
knew, which one is the Mukallaf.”

[Mukallafis a basic term of Shari‘ah terminology, it refers to
the essential role of the adult, sane human being : That he or
she is charged by Allah with a series of duties and responsibilities,
orders and prohibitions, and he will be questioned, on the
basis of how well he discharged his responsibilities].

And the transgressor of the Sufism has stated:

“And the dog and the pig is nothing other than our deity,
nor is Allah other than a monk in a church.”

And Hallaj (a Sufi of Baghdad) stated: “I am He (i.e. Rubb)
and He is I.” Due to this statement of his, which he would
not retract; the scholars agreed that he should be executed
as an apostate. High Exalted is Allah above what such people
say. ~
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This second category includes denial of Allah as the object of
worship or ascribing partner along with Allah. It too has various
manifestations:

1. Those who worship the sun, the moon, the stars the trees,
Satan or any other created being, and abandon the worship
of Allah, Who created all these things which have no power
to benefit nor to harm. Allah & said:
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“And from among His S1gns are the night and the day,
and the sun and the moon. Prostrate not to the sun nor to
the moon, but prostrate to Allah Who created them if
you (really) worship Him.” (41:37)

T AR e o7

:C“«\’.M‘)

-

2. Those who worship Allah, and worship along with Him some
of His creation, such as saints, as embodied in idols, grave-
worship, etc. The Arab idol worshippers before Islam were
of this category, as they used to call upon Allah only in times
of hardship and pressing need, and would worship others in
times of ease. As the Qur’a‘m described them:
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“And when they embark on a ship, they invoke Allah,

making their Faith pure for Him only, but when He brings

them safely to land, behold, they give a share of their
worship to others.” (29:65)

They are characterized as Al-Mushrikin, (i.e. those who
associate and attribute partner with Allah), even though they
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made supplication to Allah Alone when they were afraid of
drowning at sea, because they didn’t stay like that. Instead
they called upon others after He saved them.

. Since Allah was displeased with the idol worshipping Arabs

before Islam, He branded them Kafiroon (i.e. the disbelievers),

- and ordered His Prophet to fight them, because they called

upon others besides Allah at the time of ease. He didn’t
accept their whole-heartedness when they called upon Him
alone in hardship, and He labelled them Mushrikin. Therefore,
what.can we say about certain Muslims today, who resort to
dead saints at the time of ease as well as at the time of
hardship? And they ask of them what only Allah has the
power to bestow, like curing the sick, and granting sustenance
and guidance etc., and they forget the Creator of those
saints, whereas He is the only One Who cures, the Sustainer,
and the Guide. And those dead people have no power at all
and cannot even hear those who are calling upon them, as
Allah 3 stated:
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“...And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of
Him, own not even a Qifmmir (the thin membrane over the
date-stone). If you invoke (or call upon) them, they hear
not your call, and if (in case) they were to hear, they
could not grant it (your request) to you. And on the Day
of Resurrection, they will disown your worshipping
them. And none can inform you (O Muhammad #) like
Him Who is the All-Knower (of each and every thing).”
(35:13,14)



48 - The Pillars of Islam & Iman

This verse is explicit to the effect that the dead cannot hear
those who call upon them, and explicit in stating that their
supplication is major Shirk.

Some of them might say: we don’t believe that these saints
and righteous people have the power to benefit or harm. We
only take them as intermediaries who will intercede with
Allah on our behalf, and through them we get closer to- Allah.
Our reply to them is that the idolaters before Islam used to
hold a similar belief, as is mentioned in the Qur’an:
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“And they worship besides Allah things that hurt them
not, nor profit them, and they say: ‘These are our intercessors
with Allah.” Say: ‘Do you inform Allah of that which He
knows not in the heavens and on the earth?’ Glorified
and Exalted is He above all that which they associate as

partners with Him!” (10:18)

This verse is explicit in proving that whoever worships and
supplicates other than Allah, he is a Mushrik even if he
believes that those other beings cannot benefit nor harm,
but only sees them as intercessors.

Allah said about the idolaters:
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“...And those who take Awliy4’ (protectors and helpers)
besides Him (say): ‘We worship them only that they may
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bring us near to Allah.” Verily, Allah will judge between them
concerning that wherein they differ. Truly, Allah guides
not him who is a liar, and a disbeliever.” (39:3)

This verse is explicit in proving the disbelief of those who call
upon other than Allah with the intention of getting thereby
closer to Allah.

The Prophet # said:
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“Because supplication is worship.” (7irmidhi)

4. Among the nullifiers of Belief is to rule by other than what
Allah has revealed, if it is accompanied by the belief that
Allah’s Laws are inappropriate or less appropriate, or that man
made laws which contradict them are equally appropriate;
Allah said:
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“...The command (or the judgement) is for none but Allah.
He has commanded that you worship none but Him (.e.
His Monotheism), that is the (true) straight religion, but
most men know not.” (12:40)

And Allah said:
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“..And whosoever does not judge by what Allah has
revealed, such are the Kafirin (i.e. disbelievers — of a
lesser degree as they do not act on Allah’s Laws).” (5:44)

If the ruler is applying a law other than what Allah has
revealed, while believing that the revealed Law is the only
Legitimate Law, but he contradicted it on the basis of personal
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whims and inclinations or because of what he considers to
be external pressure beyond his control, then he is unjust and
tyrannical or corrupt, but he did not cross the line of disbelief.
This is according to the statement of Ibn Abbas & who said:

“Whoever repudiates what Alldh has revealed, then he
surely disbelieved, while one who accepted it (while acting
in contradiction to it), he is unjust and corrupt.”

This is the interpretation of the verse chosen by the great
exegete Ibn Jarir At-Tabari, and ‘Ata said with regard to the
second state:

“A level of disbelief below the level which takes one out of
Islam.”

As for those who suspended the Laws of Allah and replaced
them with man-made laws which oppose them, believing in
the validity of their man-made laws, they have disbelieved
and gone out of Islam, by the consensus of the scholars.

. Among the nullifiers of Belief is displeasure with Allah’s
Legislation, or the opinion that it is too confining and strict
or that it imposes undue hardship. Allah said:
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“But no, by your Lord, they can have no Faith, until they
make you (Muhammad #) judge in all disputes between
them, and find in themselves no resistance against your
decisions, and accept (them) with full submission.” (4:65)

Or to dislike the order which is revealed, as Allah 3% said:
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“But those who disbelieve (in the Oneness of Allah —
Islamic Monotheism), for them is destruction, and (Allah)
will make their deeds vain. That is because they hate that
which Allah has sent down (this Qur’an and Islamic laws,
etc.), so He has made their deeds fruitless.” (4 7:8,9)

This third category includes denial of some or all of Allah’s
Attributes or His Names or their deprecation.

1. It nullifies Belief when a believer denies the Names of Allah
or His Attributes which are established by the texts of the
Qur’an and the authentic Sunnah, for example, to deny that
Allah’s Knowledge is total, or His Power, or His Life or His
Hearing or Sight or Speech or Mercy, or His Establishment over
His Throne or His Transcendence above it, or His Descent to the
lowest heaven or that He has a Hand or an Eye, or other than
that of the Attributes which befit His Splendour and which do
not resemble the attributes of anything in creation. Allah said:
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“...There is nothing like unto Him, and He is the All-Hearer,
the All-Seer.” (42:11)

In this verse Allah denied His Resemblance to His creatures,
and attributed to Himself the faculties of hearing and sight; and
all His other Attributes must be understood in the same way.

2. It is an error and misguidance to interpret some of His
affirmed Attributes, and to change the meanings of the words
used to describe them from their primary meaning in the
Arabic language to obscure meanings, like the interpretation
of the word Istaw4 which means ascension and establishment
above something, to mean Isti/a which means to take power.
Imam Al-Bukhari in his Sazhih transmitted the authentic
interpretation of Istaw4 from Mujahid and Abul-‘Aliyah, two



The Pillars of Islim & Imén

of the prominent scholars among the 7abiin, the successors
of the Sahibah. The diversionary interpretation of Allah’s
Attributes leads to their denial. As the interpretation of Istawa
meaning to take power is, in fact, a denial of one of Allah’s
Attributes, which is Allah’s Elevation above His Throne,
which is established in numerous places in the Qur’an and
Sunnah. Allah 3% said:
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“The Most Beneficent (Allah) Istawz (rose over) the (mighty)
Throne (in a manner that suits His Majesty).” (20:5)
And Allah 3 said:
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“Do you feel secure that He, Who is over the heaven (Allah),
will not cause the earth to sink with you...” (67:16)
And the Prophet # said:
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“Allah recorded a Book which is with Him above the
Throne.” (Agreed upon)

This type of interpretation of the Divine Attributes is a form
of distortion as Shaikh Muhammad Amin Shingeeti states in
his book “Manhaj wa Dardsit feel-Asma’i was-Sifat- Studies
in the (Divine) Names and Attributes” on page 26:

“To sum up the issue, I would like to make two points. First
the interpreter should consider Allah’s Statement to the Jews:
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“...say Hittatun...” (2:58)

Hittatun (i>) means repentance, they added a letter “N-
“in it and said “Hinfatun” (x> meaning wheat), Allah called
this addition a change. Allah said in Surah Al-Bagarah:
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“But those who did wrong changed the word from that
which had been told to them for another, so We sent upon
the wrong-~doers Rijzan (a punishment) from the heaven
because of their rebelling against Allah’s obedience.” (2:59)

Likewise are those who interpret Allah’s Attributes with
diversionary interpretation. It was said to them Isfawa (s,.),
so they added an “L-J” and said Isfawli4 (J,—.)). Consider the
resemblance between the “L-J” they added and the “N-(y” the
Jews added (this point was originally mentioned by Ibn Qaiyim).”
3. There are certain Attributes which are exclusive to Allah, like

Knowledge of the unseen, which no one in creation possesses.
Allah said in His Book:
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“And with Him are the keys of the GhAaib (all that is hidden),
none knows them but He...” (6:59)

Allah might reveal certain aspects of the unseen to His
Messengers through Revelation when He wants; Allah said:
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“(He Alone) the All-Knower of the Ghaib (unseen), and He

reveals to none His Ghaib (unseen) except to a Messenger
(from mankind) whom He has chosen (He informs him
of unseen as much as He likes)...” (72:26, 27)

Among the statements of disbelief and error is the statement of
the poet Al-Busairy in Qasidah Burdah describing the Prophet #:

“Verily, from your generosity is the world and its rival
(that is the Hereafter) and a part of your knowledge is the
knowledge of the Tablet and the Pen.”
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This world and the Hereafter are certainly part of the creation
of Allah and from His Generosity, not from the generosity or
creation of the Messenger, as the poet claimed. Allah 3 said:

A

“And truly, unto Us (belong) the last (Hereafter) and the
first (this world).” (92:13)

Allah’s Messenger # does not know what is in the Preserved
Tablet, nor what the Pen wrote, as the poet claimed, since this
is part of the absolute unseen, which no one knows except Allah.
As the Qur’an mentioned:
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“Say: None in the heavens and the earth knows the Ghaib
(unseen) except Allah.” (27:65)

As for the saints, it is only logical that they have less access to
knowledge of the absolute unseen as they do not even have access to
direct Revelation by which Allah informed His Prophets and
Messengers of certain aspects of the unseen, because Revelation does
not descend on saints; it is reserved for Prophets and Messengers, so
whoever else claims knowledge of the unseen, and whoever believes
their claims, has nullified his belief in Islam. The Prophet # said:

TR o o gz 3 8-\ 328 .z \Fz. otz \z EF o~
de J5 3000 5 a8 S8R 580 G 88558 GBI 51K 1 s
55

[,\i‘i a\)J CN] -((;\.as'

“Whoever goes to a fortuneteller or astrologer and believes
what he says, he disbelieved in what was revealed to
Muhammad.” (AAmad)

Occasionally the predictions of these fortunetellers do turn out true,
but part of that is due to chance, because they are guessing and

trying to extrapolate on what they already know. If they were really
truthful in their claim to knowledge of the unseen, they would be
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right all the time, and they would have informed us of the secrets
of the Jews, and they could have uncovered all the buried treasures
of the earth, and they would not be dependent on the people for
money, taking their wealth from them under false pretenses.

This fourth category is the rejection of any of the Messengers of
Allah or defaming their characters, these are the following:

1. To deny the Message of Muhammad # because the testimony
that ‘Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah’ is one of the
pillars of Belief.

2. To disparage the Messenger of Allah # or his truthfulness, or hls
faithfulness in discharge of what he was entrusted with, or his
chasteness or to revile him or make fun of him, or make light
of him, or to find fault with any of his documented behaviour.

3. To attack his authentic AAddith (transmitted sayings) and
disbelieve them, or to reject the true news which he has
described for us including his documented prophecies.
Example are the appearance of the Dagjjal (the Antichrist) or
the descent of Jesus 38 who will rule by the Sharfah of
Muhammad # and other prophecies documented in the
Qur’an and Sunnah, 1t is a nullification of Iman to reject
these matters after accepting the attribution of the Ahadith
to the Prophet # as being authentic.

4. To deny any of the Messengers sent by Allah before
Muhammad # or to deny the stories and sayings in regards
to them and their nations, as reported in the Qur’an or by
the Messenger of Allah # in authentic Ah4dith.

5. To claim Prophethood after Muhammad # for example
Ghulam Ahmed, the Qidiyani (i.e. from Qadiyan, India), who
claimed Prophethood, while the Qur’an says in this verse:
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“Muhammad (%) is not the father of any man among
you, but he is the Messenger of Allah, and the Last (end) of
the Prophets...” (33:40) _

And the Messenger of Allah # said:
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“I am the last one, after whom there will be no Prophet.”
(Agreed upon)

And anyone who believes that there is a Prophet after
Muhammad % whether he is a Q4diy4ni (follower of the
deviant heretic, Ghulam Ahmad) or from any other group,
he disbelieved and nullified his Belief.

. To describe the Prophet % with attributes which belong to
Allah only, such as unlimited knowledge of the unseen, as
some Sutis claim. One of their poets said:

“0 (total) knower of the unseen, we resorted to you;
0 curer of the hearts, blessing upon you.”

. To supplicate to the Prophet # for what only Allah has the
power to bestow, such as supplicating for victory and help,
cure of illness etc. as is happening today among the Muslims,
especially among the Sufis as their poet, Al-Busairy said:

“Whoever, by the Messenger of Alldh gets victory, if a lion meets him in
the forest;

Never did time impose on me a hardship and | sought his protection
except that I got his protection and no harm came to me.”

This conception of the station of the Prophet # is Shirk,
contradicting the unequivocal announcement of the Qur’an:
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“...And there is no victory except by the help of Allah...”
(8:10)

And contradicting the order of the Prophet #&:
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“When you ask, ask from Allah, and when you seek help,
seek the help of Allah.” (Tirmidhi)

So what should we think about those who attribute to “saints”
knowledge of the unseen, or make a Nadhr (a vow to give
charity or perform some other optional good deed) for their
sake, or dedicate animal sacrifices to them or ask of them
what may only be requested of Allah, such as sustenance or
cure of illness, or victory, etc.? No doubt, these are Shirk.

8. We do not deny the miracles that appeared from the
Messengers of Allah nor those miraculous feet that came out
from the saints, but what we deny is making them partners
with Allah, supplicating them as we supplicate Allah, and
dedicating sacrifies to them, and undertaking a regime of
optional worship for their sake. It has gotten to the point
that the graves of some notable “saints” are showered with
donations which are appropriated by the custodians and
servants of these shrines, who then divide them among them-
selves, consuming people’s money under false pretenses. At
the same time they are surrounded by multitudes of poor
people who don’t get enough to eat for a day.

One poet said:

“Our living don’t even get a Dirham (a coin of silver),
while thousands and thousand go to the dead.”

Not all of these shrines and graves even contain the body of a
saint. But swindlers erect some of them as a means of taking
the money of the gullible.

For example, one of my fellow teachers related to me that a
certain Sufi Shaikh came to his mother’s house requesting a
donation in order to erect a green flag to indicate the presence
of a saint on a certain street, so she gave him some money. He
bought some green cloth and fixed it to a wall and started
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telling people, “There is a Wali (saint) here, one of the friends
of Allah. I saw him in a dream.” And thus he started collecting
money. One day the government decided to widen that street,
which would require removing the grave. The man who had
started the whole story started telling people that they had tried
to remove it, but the equipment used had broken, and some
people believed him, and this rumor started circulating, which
caused the government to proceed with caution. The Muf#i of
that country himself told me that government called him in the
middle of the night to the site of the saint’s grave. He found it
surrounded by soldiers. Then the excavator was brought and
the grave was dug up. The Mufi#ilooked inside and found nothing
there, and knew that the whole thing was a lie and a fabrication.

Another example, which I heard from a teacher in the Haram
in Makkah: One poor man met another and they complained to
each other of their poverty. Then they saw a saint’s grave which
was filled with wealth. One said to the other: “Come on, let’s dig
up a grave and put a saint in it, and the money will start rolling
in.” His friend agreed, so they set out until they came to a
braying donkey. They killed it and laid it to rest in a pit, then
raised a mausoleum with a dome over it. And then both of them
proceeded to roll around in the dust of the grave, to get the Barakat
(blessing) from it. When people passing by asked them what they
were doing they said: “This is the grave of the saint, Hubaish bin
Tubaish, who worked miracles which defy description.” People were
taken in by their spell and they began laying donations before
the grave, as charity and to fulfill vows, until they had gathered
great wealth. When they started dividing it, they got into an
argument and started shouting at each other, which attracted a
crowd of spectators. One of the two said: “I swear to you by this
saint I didn’t take anything from you.” His friend said: “You
swear to me by this saint while both of us know there is a
donkey in this grave that we buried together?” The people were
astonished and felt foolish due to the donations they had made
as vows, and took them back after beating the two men.
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The Categories of Water

First: Ordinary water is 7zhir, that is, it is pure in itself and
purifies other things. Among its division are:

1. Rainfall, snow and hail; Allah said:
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“...And We send down pure water from the sky,” (25:48)
2. Water of springs and rivers.
3. Sea water, as the Prophet # said:
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“Its water is purifying and its creatures are Halal (without
the need to slaughter).” (Reported in the four Sunan collections,
and AAmad, and it is authentic)

4. Zam-~zam water.
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“It is established that the Prophet # called for a bucket

of Zam-zam water, then drank from it and performed
Wudhti’. (Ahmad and it is a good Hadith)

5. Water which has changed due to stagnation for a long time,
or by tree leaves settling in it or moss growing in it, because it
is still valid to call it “water” without qualifying the word,
therefore it is valid to use it for purification. Allah said:
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“And if you find no water, perform Tayammum.” (5:6)

Second: Used water, that is, water which flows off the limbs
when performing Wudhii’or Ghusl retains its purifying quality,
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just like ordinary water, based on the fact that it started out
as purifying and there is no Dalil (reason) from the Shari‘ah
(Islamic Laws) indicating a change in its status.

Third: Water mixed with any clean substance, for instance soap
or saffron, or flour, etc. remains purifying (7ahdr) as long as
the quantity of the adulterant is not enough to cause us to stop
calling the mixture “water”. If it exceeds that limit when we
can no longer call it simply water, then it is 74Air. pure in itself,
put incapable of purifying anything else.

Fourth: Water mixed with Nzjdsah (filthy substance) this can
occur in one of the two stages:

1. The taste or color or smell of the water changes due to the
Najasah, in which case, the water is not permissible to be
used for purification by the consensus of the scholars.

2. None of the three qualities of the water changes: in this case

it remains purifying whether its a little or a lot. As the
Prophet # said: ~
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“Water is purifying, nothing makes it impure.” (Ahmad
and others and it is authentic)

And in this case the water has retained the name “Water”
without the need to qualify the word. And the Prophet # said:
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“If the water is 2 Qu]]ahs it doesn’t carry impurity” and
in a version “nothing makes it impure.” (Ahmad, and the
four Sunan collections, and it is authentic)

(A Quilah is a big water container made from the hide of an animal).

Some scholars used the opposite inplication of the last Hadith
as evidence. That is, if the water is less than 2 Qu]]ah then contact
with Nazjisah renders it impure.
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Etiquette of going to the Bathroom

1. Don’t take anything containing the Name of Alldh into the

bathroom, unless there is fear of losing it by leaving it outside,
or if it is wrapped up.

. To be away from people and screened, especially when

defecating.

. To say the following supplication before entering the bath-~

room, or if one is outdoors, before removing clothes, as the
Prophet # said:
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“In the Name of Allah, Oh Allah I seek refuge with you

from the male and female devils.”

And after leaving the toilet to say:
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“Your forgiveness (Oh Lord).” (Tirmidhi and graded
authentic by Al-Bani in Al-lrwa’)

. To refrain from speaking altogether (while relieving oneself),

whether it be Dhikr (Remembrance of Allah) or anything
clsc. One should not return Saldm (greetings) nor repeat after
the Mu’adhdhin, or anything else except what is unavoidable
like guiding a blind man who would otherwise fall. If one
sneezes one should say A/ hamdulillah in one’s mind without
moving the tongue.

. To respect the Qiblah by not facing it nor turning one’s back

directly towards it.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

When outdoors, one should try to choose a place where the
earth is soft and low-lying so that the likelihood of getting
Najdsah on oneself is reduced.

When outdoors, avoid relieving oneself in an animal’s hole
or burrow, as it could harm you as you harmed it.

Avoid places where people take rest in the shade, or their
paths, or places they sit to talk.

Do not urinate where you bathe or shower, or in still or
running (natural) water.

Don’t urinate in a standing position, as it is undignified,
and goes against good customs, and there is the probability
of urine splashing up from the ground onto your clothes.
However, if one is reasonably sure there will be no splashing,
then it is permitted.

One must remove all Ngjdsah from the private parts, front
or back, at the very least with stones or anything that serves
the purpose as long as the substance is solid, 74Air, and has
a blotting or wiping effect; the use of toilet paper is all
right, but one should not use paper with writing on it, as it
is deserving of more respect than that or one can use water
only, or a combination of toilet paper followed by water.

One should not use the right hand to clean one’s private
parts, as it is used for eating and other clean functions.

After cleaning the private parts, rub clean earth on the hand,
or wash with soap, etc.

One should sprinkle water on one’s penis and trousers after
urinating. This is to stop the whispering of Shaitan.

When entering the bathroom put your left foot first, and

when leaving it, take out your right foot first.*

* Editor’s Note: There seems to be no authentic Hadith to support this practice’
other than a reverse analogy between entering the house and mosque with
the right foot. Thus, we should not take this as legislative Sunnah without
an evidence. And Alldh knows best. A.W.
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How to perform Wudhi’(Ablution)

Allah 3§ said:
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“Oh you who believel When you intend to offer prayer,
wash your faces and your hands (forearms) up to the
elbows, rub (by passing wet hands over) your heads, and
(wash) your feet up to ankles...” (5:6)

1. Before starting it one should intend to enter the state of ritual
purity by the actions of the ablution and say Bismillah.

2. Wash your hands up to the wrists, rinse your mouth out with
water and draw water from your cupped hand into your nose up
to the start of the nose bone—three times for each of these actions.

3. Wash your face three times.

4. Starting with the right hand, wash your forearms up to and
including the elbows three times.

5. Wipe your wet hands over your hair or scalp (all of if) and wipe
the inside and back of the ears with the forefingers and thumb.

6. Wash the feet up to and including the ankles three times
each, starting with the right foot.

7. After completing the aforementioned, say:

8- 0
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“I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped
but Allah Alone and without partners, and I bear witness
that Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger.”
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There are some factors which nullify the ablution and destroy

the object of purification like Sa/it etc. These are the following:

1. All things coming out of the private parts, front or back,
including urine, excrement, and gas, whether it escapes
silently or audibly. The Prophet # said:

Pl B B2 SASTIE] s iaslo i i Y,
“Allah will not accept Salif (prayer) of anyone of you if he
passes out anything from his private parts until he performs
Wudhi’ (ablution).” (Muslim)

2. The seeping out of Madhyior Wadyi; Madhyi is prostatic fluid
which seeps out during sexual arousal, before ejaculation;
and Wadyiis a fluid which seeps out after urination without
any accompanying sexual arousal (usually due to an illness).

The Prophet #, when asked what one should do if Madhyiis
excreted, said:

[ade éﬁiﬁ] -((L«ga :/’ ; /3 j..«i.:))
“He should wash his pems and perform Wudhi’”
(Agreed upon)
3. Deep sleep, the kind where no trace of wakeful consciousness

remains; such that if one started out sitting up, he would end
up slumping over onto the ground.

4. A loss of rational consciousness; whether by way of insanity
or fainting or drunkenness or sedatlon

5. To touch one’s private parts without an intervening barrier
(of cloth etc.). The Prophet ¥ said:
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“Whoever touches his penis, he should not pray until he

performs Wudhii’(ablution).” (Tirmidhi graded it authentic, and
Al-Bukhari said it is the most authentic Hadith related to the issue)
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. Touching a woman with skin to skin contact. ‘Aishah i said:
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“I used to sleep in front of the Prophet #and my feet
would be between him and the Qiblah (the direction of
Ka‘bah), so whenever he performed Sajdah (prostration),
he would lightly touch my feet.” (Agreed upon)

. The flow of blood from anywhere other than the vagina, whether

because of a wound or cupping or nosebleed. Hasan « said:
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“The Muslims used to continue praying even while they
had wounds.” (Bukhari)

. Vomit, whether enough to fill the mouth or less.

4. Being doubtful regarding excretion (of stool, urine, gas etc.,

from private parts) after performing Wudhii’. This uncertainty
does not require consideration whether one is in Salaf or
outside it, since certain knowledge cannot be superseded by
uncertainty. In contrast, if he is sure of excretion, and he
doubts whether he performed Wudhii” or not after it, his
Wudhii’would not be treated as established.

. Laughing aloud while in Sa/dfdoes not invalidate Wudhii’ There

is a weak Hadith which states that it does invalidate Wudhii
but a weak Hadith cannot be used to establish a point of law.

. To give a bath to a dead person does not require one to

perform Wudhii’ afterwards. There is some evidence which
caused some scholars to rule that it does, but when all the
evidence on the issue is considered, the result is that Wudhii’is
recommended but not required.
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1. Evidence for the permissibility of wiping (Mas-h =) over

leather socks while performing Wudhii’ (ablution), rather
than removing them: The Sunnah is well established, that
there is no need to remove one’s leather socks, whether in
travel or at home. Among the strongest Hadith on the issue is
what Al-Bukhari reported from Jarir bin Abdullah «; he said:
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“I saw that the Messenger of Allah # urinated, then
performed Wudhii’and wiped over his leather socks.”

. Evidence for the permissibility of wiping over cloth and

nylon socks: It was a practice of many Sakidbah (Companions
of the Prophet %), Abii Dawid said:

“Ali bin Abi Talib, ‘Abdullah bin Mas“id, Bara’ bin ‘Azib, and
Anas bin Malik used to wipe over cloth socks, and it is reported
also regarding ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab and Ibn ‘Abbas.”

Ibn Al-Qaiyim mentioned in his book 7zhAdheeh As-Sunan
from Ibn Al-Mundir that Imam Ahmad clearly stated his view
that wiping on cloth socks is permissible, which indicates
his fairness. In this issue he relied on the practice of the
Sahabah and on the clear analogy (between cloth socks and
leather socks).

Other scholars who considered it permissible were Sufyan
Ath-Thawri, Abdullah bin Al-Mubarak, ‘Ata bin Rabah Hasan
Al-Basri, Sa‘eed bin Al-Musayyab; and according to Abu Yusuf
and Muhammad bin Hasan, it is permissible if the socks are
thick enough that the skin under them cannot be seen.
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Abii Hanifah used to consider wiping on thick cloth socks not
permissible but he changed his mind 3 or 4 days or a week
before his death. He would wipe over his thick socks in his
death-illness and he would tell his visitors, “I'm doing what I
used to prohibit.”

Mughirah bin Shu‘bah reported:
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“Allah’s Messenger # performed Wudhi’ (ablution) and
wiped over his cloth socks and sandals.” (Ahmad & Tirmidhi,
who graded it good and authentic)

Conditions for wiping over leather and cloth socks:

1. In order to be able to complete Wudhii’ by wiping over socks,
“one must put on both of them while in a state of Wudhi’.

2. Where to wipe: Over the top of each sock, based on the
following report from ‘Ali 4, where he said:
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“If the religion was according to opinion, it would be
more fitting to wipe the bottom of the sock, rather than
the top. Surely, I saw Allah’s Messenger # wiping over
the tops of his socks.” (4bu Diwiid and Ad-Diraquini with
an authentic chain of narration)

3. How long can you keep wiping over the socks without taking
them off to wash the feet? The Prophet # said: ‘
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“Three day and three nights, for a traveller (i.e. 72 hours),
and one days and one night (i.e. 24 hours) for a resident.”
(Muslim)*

4. How to wipe: After performing a proper Wudhii’put on the
leather or cloth socks, then anytime one wants to perform
Wudhi’, instead of washing the feet, wipe over the socks.
But if you need to perform a Ghus/ (bath) you must remove
the socks.

5. The following things nullify the permission to wipe over the
socks:

a) The elapse of the permitted period.
b) The necessity of Ghusl-u-Janabat (complete bathing).
¢) Taking off one or both of the socks.

If the permitted time limit ends or one takes off the socks
while in a state of Wudhii’, it is sufficient to immediately wash
the feet in order to stay in Wudih’.*

* Editor’s Note: The time of the wiping begins from the first occasion of one
wiping over the socks and not from the time the person puts them on.
AW.

Editor’s Note: This position seems to be incorrect as there is no proof that
the end of the time period or removing the socks nullifies the ablution, as
Shaikh Muhammad bin Salih Al-‘Uthaimeen points out in his book
“Fatawd Al-Mas-hi ‘alal-Khuffain”. The socks may no longer be wiped
over in this case, but one needs not wash his feet or make a new ablution
as his ablution remains intact. A.-W.
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obligatory bath (Ghus/ and the
Things which make it Mandatory

Obligatory bath (Ghusl) means to apply water to every part of
the body. Allah 35 said:

4 B v r’.i-f{olﬁ%

«_.If you are in a state of Janiba (i.e. had a sexual infer-
course or sexual discharge), purify yourself (bathe your
whole body)...” (5:6)

And Allah said:
T e Proan Lud oA 2oty ZE s A L PrYEEA A o
Y}M\éﬂ.@\\_}p\s ‘)b d/a.gu.“u& ,L..A
€
,‘l, A /4:{ );‘))/// ’:."/ / zo5vs 0 /,)” g, w}}/r/

-7 }// /.«

“They ask you concerning menstruation. Say: that is an
Adha (a harmful thing for a husband to have a sexual
intercourse with his wife while she is having her menses),
therefore keep away from women during menses and go
not unto them till they have purified (from menses and
have taken a bath). And when they have purified them-
selves, then go in unto them as Allah has ordained for
you (go in unto them in any manner as long as it is in
their vagina). Truly, Allah loves those who turn unto Him
in repentance and loves those who purify themselves (by
taking a bath and cleaning and washing thoroughly their
private parts and bodies, for their prayers, etc.).” (2:222)

There are five things which require one to perform a Ghusl:



72 The Pillars of Islim & Imén

1. Ejaculation or orgasm with an accompanying fluid discharge,
whether sleeping or awake, for males and females. This is the
opinion of the majority of scholars, based on the Hadlth:

[CJ\‘M olg,] .((gm\ &.5 ;-\.;j\))

“The water (of the Ghusl) is due to the water (of sexual
emission).” (Muslim) ‘

However, if seminal fluid flows due to sickness or medication
without the accompaniment of sexual arousal, a Ghusl is not
required. Similarly if one experiences a wet dream but does
not find trace of an emission, no Ghuslis necessary.

2. Entrance of the head of penis inside the vagina, whether
there is ejaculation or not; based on Allah’s Statement:
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“..If you are in a state of Jandba (i.e. had a sexual inter-
course or sexual discharge), purify yourself (bathe your
whole body)...” (5:6)

And based on the statement of the Prophet #:
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“If he sat between her four parts and exerted her, the
Ghusl became mandatory, whether he ejaculated or not.”
(Muslim and others)

3. The termination of menses or post-partum bleeding; based
on the Statement of Allah 3&:
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“..therefore keep away from women during menses and
g0 not unto them till they have purified (from menses
and have taken a bath). And when they have purified
themselves, then go in unto them as Allah has ordained
for you (go in unto them in any manner as long as it is in
their vagina)...” (2:222)

And based on the Prophet’s statement to Fatimah bint Abi
Hubaish:
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“Leave Saldf for the number of days you used to menstruate,
then perform a Ghusl and offer Saldt” (Agreed upon)

By this statement, even though it was made about menstruation
only, post~partum bleeding gets the same ruling according to -
the consensus of the SaAibah.

4. Death; if a Muslim dies, he must be given a Ghusl (before
burial), by the consensus of the scholars.

5. A disbeliever; if he accepts Islam, must perform a Ghusl.

6. There is a sixth cause (which is not mandatory according to
most scholars) which is that one must perform Ghusl before
attending Jumu ah Prayers. The Prophet #£ said:
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“The Ghusl on Friday is mandatory on all who have
attained puberty.” (Bukhari)

(There are some other Ahddith on the issue which make most
scholars consider the command here to be cond1t10na1 on
whether one is sweaty and smelly).
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Tlnngs Forbidden to a Junub (A person in a state
of major ritual impurity and is in need of a Ghusl)

1. Salit; based on Allah’s & Statement:

05}4 T 288 222 -
s% Ig J_QL\A L:o- P;{ ol )%@
“..If you are in a state of Janiba (i.e. had a sexual inter-

course or sexual discharge), purify yourself (bathe your
whole body)...” (5:6)

2. Tawdif (circumambulating the Ka‘bah in Makkah); based on
the statement of the Prophet #:

S5 12 535 B 4 JoT s 0 ST oy OBl
[3...3):» U’\J U'C':‘“‘n ug\) (.e.‘u-\ Aouoy L?la;)\.\“) g.‘;.vjﬂ\ a))] .((_2825 Yl S;K:A;

“Tawdf around the House is Salit, except that Allah has
permitted in it (ordinary) speech, so whoever speaks should
speak nothing but good.” (7irmidhi)

3. To touch the Qur’an or carry it; its prohibition is agreed upon
by all the Imams.

4. To stay in the Masjid; based on Allah’s Statement:
AR AR A S CAR FIG R A AN fr'{/%
s% iﬁuféé J...w 4.5_)\9 Y\ C2aNs

“Oh you who believel Approach not prayer when you are
in a drunken state until you know (the meaning) of what you
utter, nor when you are in a state of Janibah, (i.e. in a state
of sexual impurity and have not yet taken a bath) except when
travelling on the road (without enough water, or just passing
through a mosque), till you wash your whole body...” (4:43)

The prohibition is relaxed for both of these classes (the drunk
and the Junub) if they are just passing through that phase,
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based on this verse and the statement of the Prophet # to
Aisha i#;
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“Get me the prayer mat from the Masjid” She said “I'm
menstruating.” He said, “Your menstruation is not in your
hand.” (A group of traditional reporters except Al-Bukhari)

The prescribed Ghusl, in accordance with the Shariah, is not
complete without two components:

1. The intention, which distinguishes this prescnbed Ghusl from
an ordinary bath (that is, to intend by this bath to leave the
state of major ritual impurity and to gain eligibility for acts
of worship like Sa/df. The intention is related to the heart and
does not require statement by the tongue which many people do
these days. This is a heresy in the religion and should be avoided.

2. Washing every part of the body; based on Allah’s Statement:
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“.If you are in a state of Janiba (i.e. had a sexual infercourse
or sexual discharge), purify yourself (bathe your whole
body)...” (5:6)

And His Statement:

A2 1z 3

{)} w‘;;‘s § \\yJ..a.)'Y \)u\::).’-j \1'{‘(-%
. P

“Oh you who believe! Approach not prayer when you are
in a drunken state until you know (the meaning) of what
you utter, nor when you are in a state of Jandba, (i.e.in a
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state of sexual impurity and have not yet taken a bath)
except when travelling on the road (without enough water,
or just passing through a mosque), till you wash your
whole body.” (4:43)

The second verse explains the first, indicating that the meaning
of purification is the Ghusl, and the reality of Ghusl in the
Arabic language is the flow of water over every part of the
body, and this was made clear in the Sunnah, as well.

It is best to observe the Sunnah of the Prophet # in taking a
ritual bath:

1. Start by washing hands three times.
2. Wash the private parts of the body.

3. Perform a complete Wudhii’, just like the Wudhii’of the Salat.
Then pour water over the whole body, first the right side,
then the left, passing the hands over what one can easily
reach of the body, paying particular attention that water
reaches all out of the way places like the inside of the ears,
the belly button, between the toes, etc. The basis of this is
what ‘Aishah i narrated'
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“When the Prophet # used to take a bath while Junub, he
would start by washing both hands, then with his right hand

he would pour water into his (cupped) left hand and wash
his private parts, then he would perform Wudhi’, like the

\
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Wudhii’ of Salit, then he would take water and run his
fingers through the roots of his hair until the water had
reached the scalp, he would scoop water up with both
hands and pour it over his head three times, then he would
pour water over the rest of his body.” (Agreed upon)

Mustahab: The person who does it is praiseworthy and will be
rewarded for it, whereas one who doesn’t do it is not blameworthy
nor will he be punished for leaving it.

1.

2.

3.

The Ghusl of Jumu‘ah (Friday). Since. Friday is the day of
congregational prayer in a large assembly, the Prophet #
ordered us to perform the Ghusl, so that the Muslims should
be in the best condition of cleanliness and purity.

The Prophet # said:
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“The Ghusl of Friday is obligatory on those who attained
puberty, and (also the cleaning of their teeth with) the
Siwdk (tooth brush taken from the twigs of the Arak or other
tree) and the use of perfume, if he is available.” (Bukhari)

The apparent meaning of the Hadith is that the Ghusl of Friday

is mandatory, not just Mustahabb. And most Hadith scholars
understood the Hadith according to the apparent meaning as

opposed to the interpretation of the Fugaha’ (scholars in the
interpretation of religious matters in general-religious jurists).
Ghusl for the two Fid (festival) prayers, as was recommended
by the scholars.

Ghusl for one who has bathed a dead person, the Prophet # said:
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“Whoever gives bath to a dead person should perform a
Ghusl and whoever carries him should perform Wudhii’”
(Af-Tirmidhi and Ibn Hajar both declared it good)

4. The majority of scholars consider it praiseworthy to perform
a Ghusl when entering in the state of [Ardm (and putting
ceremonial garment consisting of two unstitched pieces of
cloth) for Hajjor Umrah.

5. To take a bath upon entering Makkah is also recommended
based upon the action of the Prophet #.

Some issues concerning Ghusl
1. One Ghusl covers two causes: For instance, if a woman had a
wet dream just before finishing menstruation or if one took a
bath for Zid Salat which happened to fall on a Friday, or if one
was Junub on a Friday. But one should make the intention that
the one bath is to take care of two reasons. As the Prophet & said:
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“Every person will have that which he intended (i.e. he
will be judged and rewarded according to his intention.”
(Agreed upon)

2. If a person performed a Ghuslbecause he was Junup but did
not perform the Wudhii’, the Ghusl is sufficient. Abu Bakr Ibn
Al-‘Arabi said that the scholars did not differ on the issue of
Wudhii’ coming under the jurisdiction of the GAusl. And that
the intention (Viyah) of purification from the major impurity
covers the purification from the minor impurity.

3. There’s no problem in attending public baths if one can do so
without being exposed to the sight of others. Ahmad said: If
you know that everyone in the public bath wears a Zzar (a cloth
wrapped around the waist), go ahead in; but if not, then don’t.

A Hadith states:
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“A man should not look at another man’s private parts nor
a woman look at another woman’s private parts.” (Muslim)

4. A man may use the water left in a basin from which a woman

has taken bath, and vice versa. Also it is permitted for a man
and his wife to take a bath together, drawing water from one
container; based on the statement of the Prophet #:
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“Verily water doesn’t become Junub (impure).” (At-Tirmidhi
said it is a good and authentic Hadith)

. It is not permissible to take a bath naked in front of people,

since exposing one’s private parts (fo other than one’s spouse)
is forbidden. However, if one covers himself with a knee-
length shirt or sarong etc., there is no problem. Also there is
no prohibition on bathing naked where people can’t see you.
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It is mentioned in a Hadith in Bukhéri that Prophet Miisa
(Moses) #8 bathed naked.

. The Ghusl of a woman is just like the Ghusl of a man, but

she doesn’t have to undo her braids if the water can reach
the roots of her hair. As was mentioned in the Hadith related
by Umm Salamah i :

f
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A woman said, “Oh Messenger of Allah, I am a woman
who keeps the braids of her head tight. Do I have to undo
it when performing a Ghusl for Janiabah?” He said, “It is
enough for you to pour three scoops of water over it,
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then pour water over your whole body. After that your
purification is complete.” (Muslim)

However, there is a Hadith mentioned in the Myghni of Tbn
Qudama which indicates that a woman should undo her
braid for the Ghusl after menses.

. It is permitted to wipe over a bandage or other material used
to protect the limbs of an injured or sick person.

. If one cannot wash a limb or the limbs for Wudhii’, then
wiping over the bandage becomes mandatory.

. When is the wiping normally mandatory? When a person
has a wound or broken bone or an injury, and he wants to
perform a Wudhii’ or a Ghusl, he would normally have to
wash the affected limb as well, even if it requires heating the
water to make it tolerable. However, if he fears harm from
washing the afflicted limb, such that the water will increase
the affliction, or make him sick, or increase the pain, or delay
his recovery then what is required of him is wiping the limb
with water. If he fears harm from wiping, he must wrap the
limb with a bandage or have a cast put on, to the extent
required to cover it and as much extra area as is necessary
to secure the bandage. But unnecessary areas should remain
uncovered. Then he must wipe over the whole bandage once
in the course of his Wudhi’ (ablution) or Ghusl (bath).

There is no requirement in the case of the bandage. or cast
that the person be in a state of purity when it is first applied,
and there is no time limit on how long one can keep wiping
over it. He can keep wiping over it in his Wudhii’and Ghusl
as long as the reason for doing so remains.

. The permission to wipe on the bandage ends when it is
removed or it falls off, or when the injury heals so that there
is no further need for the bandage.
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Tayammum

(Purification with dust or clay) and the
circumstances which make it permissible

Allah 3& said:
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“...And if you are ill, or on a journey, or one of you comes
after answering the call of nature, or you have been in
contact with women (by sexual relations) and you find
no water, perform 7Tayammum with clean earth and rub
therewith your faces and hands (7ayammum). Truly, Allah
is Ever Off~-Pardoning, Oft-Forgiving.” (4:43)

Tayammum is permissible as a substitute for Wudhii’or Ghusl,
whether on a journey or at home, if one of the following
circumstances applies:

1. If water is unavailable, as the Prophet # said:
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“Dust is purifier for a believer if he doesn’t find water, even
if it were for ten years.” (Abii Diwiid, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Mzjah,
and An-Nasi’i, and At-Tirmidhi said that it is good and authentic)
2. If one is wounded or sick and fears that water will increase

the illness or delay the recovery, whether that is based on
personal experience or the advice of a reliable doctor.

3. If the water is very cold, and it seems likely to him that its use
will harm him, on the condition that he is unable to warm
it, even if he has to pay for that, and that it is hard on him to
go to bathroom.
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4. If water is nearby, but he fears for his life or honour or
property or separation from his companions, or if an enemy
is between him and the water, whether human or non-
human, or if he is imprisoned, or if he is unable to get it out
of a well because he lacks the necessary means, such as a
bucket and rope - in all these cases the presence of the water is
not different from its absence. Likewise, if he fears being
accused of something he is innocent of, due to performing a
Ghusl, then Tayammum becomes permissible.

5. If he has some water, but he needs it for drinking, now or
later, or to give a drink to an animal, even to a non-biting dog,
or he needs it to make dough, or in cooking, or to wash away
Najasah (impurity), purification of which is essential from
his body or clothes or place of prayer; in all these circums-
tances he can perform Tdyammum and save available water
for those other uses.

The dust to be used for Tayammum

It is permissible to perform Tayammum with clean dust or
anything else which is originally (from the) earth, such as sand,
rocks, pebbles; based on the Statement of Allah sé

%u,\ /i”/’/%

“Then perform Tayammum with clean earth.” (4:43)

The scholars of the Arabic language are agreed that “Sa 9d +.».0”
means the face of the earth whether dirt or any other geological
category.

1. First, make the intention that by this action you want to
_purify yourself from a state of either minor or major impurity.

2. Say Bismillh.
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3. Slap the dust with your palms, blow the excess dust off them,
then wipe the face and both hands up to and including the
wrist. The Prophet # said:

£a53 (25 V) akemy - G 7B 136 Alaess OF W),
ke 521 (4255 4325 L‘@ AP o Keed

“It would have sufficed you to do like this” then he slapped
both palms on the earth, blew into them and wiped his face
and both hands with them. (Agreed upon)

Things permissible to one who performs Tayammum

Tayammum is a substitute for Wudhi’and Ghusl when water is
unavailable, so whatever one can do after Wudhii’or Ghusl, he
can do after Tayammum. This includes offering Salit or touching
the Qur’an, etc. The entry of the time for Salit is not a condition
for its validity. And after one Tayammum, one can pray as many
Salif as he wants, whether obligatory or optional. Hence it is
exactly like Wudhii’, based on the statement of the Prophet #:

555 155 G 728 5 ad T 05 LoV ) 08 Sa 21 &)y
e 1y st by 1o p S 08 s 2215 2101

“The clean earth is purifier for a Muslim, even if he
didn’t find water for ten years. But when he finds
water he should use it (i.e. use it for Wudhii) for that
is better.” (AAmad and Tirmidhi)

1. Everything which nullifies Wudhii’ also nullifies Tayammum,
as if is its substitute. Also, the presence of water nullifies it, for
those who made Tayammum due to its absence; and for those
who were unable to use it for other excuses, when the excuse
is no more and one is able to use water, the Tayammum
becomes null and void.
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2. However, if one performed Salaf with Tayammum, then found
water or regained the ability to use it, it is not required to
repeat the Salaf, even if there is time left for if.

A person in this condition should go ahead and offer Salif as
he is, and he is not obligated to repeat the Salif later. The proof
for this is the Hadith reported by Muslim on the authority of
‘Aishah i that:

LG 8 bl J,25 gl &g 3 e 5 g @
5 ey 35, 5k i3 2358538 gl g st
B Gl a5 BoE 1

“She had borrowed a necklace from her sister Asma’, and
it got lost during an expedition in which she accompanied
the Prophet #. The Prophet # sent some of his Companions
to look for it. The time for Salit became due while they
were in the desert so they offered the Saldf without Wudhii’,
When they returned to the Prophet # they reported it to
him, as it bothered them. It was then that the verse of
Tayammum was revealed. Usaid bin Hudair « said to
‘Aishah # : “May Allah reward you. By Allah no incident
occurs to you, except that Allah makes for you a way out
of it, and puts Barakah (blessing) in it for the Muslims.”

In this incident, the Companions prayed without Wudhii’ when
they did not had water, which was the one and only purifying
agent prescribed for them at the time, and when they informed
to the Prophet # about it he made no objection to what they
had done, nor did he order them to repeat their Salat.

Imam An-Nawawi said: “This opinion is based on the strongest proof.”
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Haid (Menstruation) & Nifas (Post-partum hleeding)

Haidh (): Menstruation. This is a natural type of blood, which
flows from the uterus of women after puberty at regular intervals.

Allah created the uterus to receive the fertilized egg, so each
month a blood supply is provided for its nurturance. If no
fertilized egg implants itself, the lining of the uterus is flushed
out, which causes the menstrual flow. If the woman becomes
pregnant, the lining is retained and develops further, so
menstruation ceases during pregnancy.

Allah has laid down certain rules in connection with menstruation,
as a concession to the woman, in consideration of her condition:

A. Menstruation usually lasts 6 or 7 days and nights; with some
variation, from woman to woman. Most women have a regular
number of days they menstruate each month, although the
number of days may fluctuate and the period might come a little
early or a little late. So when a woman sees menstrual blood then
she should consider herself menstruating. And when it stops
she should consider herself as clean. This is the most correct
view on this issue, as elucidated by Shaikh Muhammad Salih Al-
‘Uthaimin in his book: “Natural bleeding of women,” and that is
the Madh-hapb of Shafi‘i, and the choice of Shaikh-ul-Islam Ibn
Taimiyyah, and was supported by Ibn Qudamah in A-Mughni.

B. If the color of the blood is yellowish, or a muddy shade
between yellow and black, and it appears during the course

of menstruation or in continuance of it before purification,
it should be treated as menstrual blood. However, if it appears

after complete cessation of the normal colored menstrual
blood, then it should not be considered as menstruation.
Umm ‘Atiyyah & said:

o 20 2 o0ydy ~0. o 02 L0 2 s\ 82
[c_aw.xﬂ.\.g_s)\;ﬁ\ olg)] .((L?*L’L;@J;J\ Ao 3).)&“} 35.71.;3\ .:;.3 N \.25))

“We didn’t use to consider the yellowish or mud-~colored
flow after the cessation of menses as anything.” (4bia Dawid
with an authentic chain of narration)
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Nifés (%): Post-partum bleeding (after the birth of a baby or

during delivery, or two or three days before delivery accompanied

by labor pains). These are the rules for Nifis:.

1. There is no minimum limit to the length of the bleeding; the
upper limit is generally within 40 days.

2. Most of the rules of NVifis are just like the rules of menstruation
(Haidh).

Thmgs Forbidden to a Menstruating
Woman or one in Post-partum bleeding

1. Salat; the Prophet # said:

[ade gawe] ((aM\ Lé; 3\.:4..;-\ g.,Ju.e\ \.)‘))
“When menstruation starts, leave off Salat.” (Agreed upon)
2. Tawdfof the Ka‘bah; the Prophet # said:

(SRS 5 ‘_MJ\,L;,J;:\)\"’ g G e,

“Do everything the Haji (Pilgrim) does, but don’t perform
Tawdf of the house (Ka‘bah) until you become purified.”
(Agreed upon)

3. Fasting; as ‘Aishah i narrated:
[:\..Lcw] ((OM\ sL\a.b J.A_,: \)_) (J,al\ s‘-\.aa.b 25 C/USMQK))

“When we menstruated (during the lifetime of the
Prophet #) we were ordered to make up for the left fasting
(of the month of Ramadhan) and we were not ordered to
make up for Salit” (Agreed upon)

4. Sitting in the Masjid, or even at the place where %id prayer
is performed, based on the Hadith:

ke gl L) B 0 a5 B, ), S5 0
“The unmarried virgins, and the mature girls and the

menstruating women should come out (for the Zid prayer);

but the menstruating women should keep away from
Musalla — praying place.” (Agreed upon)
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5. Intercourse; it is forbidden upon the husband to have inter-
course with a menstruating wife, as it is forbidden for her to
let him, based on the Statement of Allah 3&:

(Sl P A el T ’)_f”{ Z% 5 24 &. -2 - ;A oo
Y5 ezl § AW \)Jw\a 6:‘,:»&9 2l ;,s \{,\:‘,L*.@)
Szt f4°2: 4 ./»4’: {’ Zospe g gasezg
§ SEALL s sk 15 &7k o Ga

“They ask you concerning menstruation. Say: that isan Adhd (a
harmful thing for a husband to have a sexual intercourse
with his wife while she is having her menses), therefore
keep away from women during menses and go not unto
them till they have purified (from menses and have taken
a bath). And when they have purified themselves, then go
in unto them as Allah has ordained for you (go in unto
them in any manner as long as it is in their vagina).” (2:222)

The word (=) Al-Mahidh, of the Verse, is equally valid
for the time during which menstrual blood flows (menstruation
period) and for the place from which it flows (the vagina).
The Prophet # said:

[\..L...A a\)_)] -((’C&%’j\ \11 gcé\a :‘K \_5;5“0;))

“You may do everything with them (your menstruating
wives) except intercourse.” (Muslirm)

An-Nawawi in A-Majmii‘ relates Imam Shafi‘i‘s statement:
“Whoever does that has committed a major sin” An-Nawawi
then said: Our companions (i.e. the Shafi‘i scholars) and others
said: “Whoever says that intercourse with a menstruating woman
is legal should be ruled a disbeliever.” It is permissible for the
husband to kiss his wife or hug her or touch her anywhere
besides the pubic region, but it’s better to avoid the area between
the navel and the knees; based on ‘Aishah’s statement:

[ade 32ze] ((ua-’\> \-’\) djw\::; _)_;J\-; \é —- 6"3\ S8

“The Prophet # used to order me to wrap a skirt around
my waist and he would fondle me sexually while I was
menstruating.” (Agreed upon)
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6. Recitation of Qur’an; Muhammad Salih Al-‘Uthaimin says in
- his book “Natural bleeding of women”: After acknowledging
the difference of opinion among scholars on this issue: “It is
better for a menstruating woman not to recite Qur’an orally,
except if there is a need for that. For instance, if she is teaching
Qur’an, she has to coach her pupils; or if a pupil has to take

a test for her recitation or memorization of Qur’an, etc.”

As for Dhikr, or saying Allahu Akbar or Subhin Alldh, or Al
Hamdulillah or Bismillih before eating or any other action,
or reading Hadith or Figh, or making Du4’ or saying Amin
to someone else’s Dud’ or listening to recitation of Qur’an,
none of that is prohibited:

e gl LA 5 26 (25886 e 3 155 56 -5 231 0Y

“The Prophet # used to rest in ‘Aishah’s lap while she was
menstruating, and he would recite Qur’an.” (Agreed upon)

Some instructions for menstruating women and those in N/fds:

a) It is obligatory for a menstruating woman, when her bleeding
stops, to perform a complete Ghusi; based on the Prophet’s #
statement to Fatimah bint Abi Hubaish & :

P PR T ENE -z 2 15
Ls)ldely)] .((..L}.aj Mb C)J.)D\ \Ji\'j EM\ %,EJJ 4..'4;;-\ &:,Ju.:&\ \.);3))

“When the menstruation starts, leave off Salif, and when it
is finished, then perform a Ghus/and offer Salat.” (Bukhari)

After the Ghusl, Salif and fasting (if it is during Ramadhan)
become obligatory on the woman, and it is permitted for her
to enter the Masjid, and make Tawaif, and recite Qur’an, and
have intercourse. And if she had missed some days of fasting
in Ramadhan, she must make them up, but not the Salit. The
same rules apply to the women in Nif4s.

b) If the bleeding of menstruation or NVifis stops during a night of
Ramadhan, fasting becomes obligatory upon her the following day,

even if she doesn’t perform a Ghusl before the break of dawn,
since the circumstance which prevented her from fasting has ended.
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Istihadhah
(Non-Menstrual Vaginal bleeding)
And the rules associated with it

Istihadhah (wo\>=.) is vaginal bleeding for reasons other than
menstruation or childbirth. In some women bleeding never stops,
in others it continues for longer than a normal period, but it does
stop for a short period.

The woman affected by it is in one of three conditions:

1.

She had a known regular menses before the onset of the
Istihadhah. She should calculate when her period would
normally come, and stop offering Salif during the days of her
calculated period. And all the other rules of menstruation
would apply to her during that calculated period. For the
rest of the days, her bleeding should be treated as Istihidhah.

She did not have a regular period, or does not remember when
it used to occur, but she can distinguish between the two
kinds of blood based on color, thickness and smell. (Menstrual
blood is dark, thick, and with a strong odor; Istihidhah is
bright red, thin, and less disagreeable in smell).

. She didn’t have a regular period, and even cannot distinguish

between the two types of blood, either because it is always
the same, or because it is always changing, she should go by
the average period of most women; so for 6 or 7 days, every
month, she should consider herself as menstruating, and
that should be calculated from the time she first noticed
vaginal bleeding. The rest of the days should be treated as
Istihadhah.

There is no difference between a woman beset by Isfihddhah
and a woman who has a complete cessation of menstrual
flow, except as follows:
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a) If the woman beset by Istihadhah wants to perform Wudhii’,
she should wash the blood from her vaginal area then apply
a menstrual pad or wrap the area with a clean rag on top
of a wad of cotton to catch the blood; any blood coming
out after that is of no account.

b) She must perform Wudhi’ for every single Fardh (obligatory)
Saldt, as the Prophet # ordered a woman in this condition:

T £3 z <
ks, ely)] .((E)Lo ﬁ é.»bf))

“Perform Wudhu’ for every Salit.” (Bukhari)
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The Adhan (call to Prayer) and Igamah
(Call to start the Prayer)

1. The Adhdn is the announcement that the time of a particular
Saldt has begun. This is done with a specific wording, and for
the purpose of calling the people to pray in congregation. It
is a distinctive feature of Islamic society and its religious
practice. It is obligatory for the Muslim society to establish it.

2. The wording of the Adhsin :

ST B a2 R B,
[Allzhu Akbar, Allihu Akbar, Allihu Akbar, Allihu Akbar]
“Allah is the Most Great.” (repeated 4 times)
AN Y & sl iy of sg5,
[Ash-hadu an L4 ildha illa-Allih, Ash-hadu an L3 iliha
1lla-All4ah]

“I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped
but Allah.” (twice)

-
zg5-5 @% z5-3 &

% 2 _ /,; 3 2 _ ;,/ai
(@) J 525 1332 BT AGA il J 405 1332 &1 384,

[Ash~hadu anna Muhammadan Rasiil-ullah, Ash-hadu
anna Muhammadan Rasil-ullah]

“I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.”
(twice)

-«EM\ 35 55: ‘EM\ ‘_16 CE:))
[Hayya ‘alas-Saldh, Hayya ‘alas-Salih)
“Hurry towards Salat” (twice)

.((Cﬁ\ :;E‘ Zé‘ ‘Cﬁ\ :Lé g'))
[Hayya ‘alal-Falih, Hayya ‘alal-Falih)
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“Hurry towards success.” (twice)

.((jggi :&U\ 6}5? ij)\))
[Allzhu Akbar, Allihu Akbar)
“Allah is the Most Great.” (twice)

A A Y,
[Z4 ildha illa-All3A)
“None has the right to be worshipped but Allah.” (once)

Note: In the call to prayer for Fajr (the Dawn Prayer) the
Mu’adhdhin (caller) adds after Hayya ‘alal-Falah:

[ut;—;«rfj\ ::\;- M\»Jml\ %) .).aj)
[As-Salifu Khairum minan nawm, As-Salifu Khairum
minan nawmi| ,

“The Salitis better than sleep.” (twice)

3. The Igimah is like the Adhan but it is pronounced immediately
before the start of obligatory prayer, in order to assemble the
people in the Masjid in orderly rows.

4. The wording of Igamakh:

SRR,
[Allzhu Akbar, Allahu Akbar)
“Allah is the Most Great.” (twice)
A Y & 263,
[Ash~hadu an 14 ildha illa-Allahl

“I bear witness that none has the right to be worshipped
but Allah.” (once)
i,

) 2 z w 5;
() dj—i u\
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[Ash-hadu anna Muhammadan Rasil-ullah)

“I bear witness that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.”
(once)

-«EM\ LF’ fj‘))

[Hayya ‘alas-Salih]
“Hurry towards Saldt” (once)
-((G)Lﬂ\ &é ;é»

[Hayya ‘alal-Falih]
“Hurry towards success.” (once)

RS WA FERATIRER: S A FEA e
[Qad gamatis-Salih, Qad gimatis-Salah)
“The Salatis being established.” (twice)
S oSty
[Allzhu Akbar, Allihu Akbar|
“Allah is the Most Great.” (twice)
AN,

(L4 ilaha illa-Allah]
“None has the right to be worshipped but Allah.” (once)

5. It is praiseworthy for one who while hears the Adhdn repeats
each phrase after the Mu’adhdhin, except when he says “Hurry
to Salat” and “Hurry to success,” one should say:

(Y]S5 05 Y,
[La hawla wa 14 quwwata illa billah]

“There is no power nor might except by Allah.”
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6. One should ask Allah to bless the Prophet # after the Adh4n,
in a low voice, then he should make the following Du3”:

M/ ’ "W 3335\ oM &3 ‘ \ ;\:\ﬂ }3“0/ S C d\.a U'°>)
Gl BE UL ) Eoadlly g 1352 g)\ FCH]

Lobndloly)] s 5,; selad Jels 33,\5:3
[Allzhumma rabba hidhi-hid da‘wa tit-tim-mati was-
salatil ga’imati 4ti Muhammada nil-waseclata wal-fadeclata
wab ‘ath~hu magamam mahmuda nil-ladhi wa ‘ad fahu).

“Oh Allah, the Lord of this perfect call and established
Salit, grant Muhammad intercession (to You) and honor,
and raise him to the position of praise on the Day of
Judgement, which You promised him.”

The Prophet # said:

“Whoever supplicates with this Du‘a’ after hearing the
Adhén will be eligible for my intercession on the Day of
Judgement.” (Bukhari)

7. The Adhan is an act of worship, and worship should be
performed in accordance with the teachings of the Prophet #
without addition or omission. Some detestable heresies asso-
ciated with the Adhédn are as follows:

a) To kiss the thumbs and wipe over the eyelids with them and
to say: “Welcome my beloved, and the coolness of my eyes.”

b) Mispronunciation of the words of the Adh4n by adding
letters or changing vowels or stretching vowels where they
should be short.

¢) Singling out Fgjr (Dawn) and Jumu‘ah (Friday) Prayers
to regularly say 7asbih (Subhan Allh) before the Adhan.

d) To send blessings upon the Prophet #ina loud voice after
the Adhan.
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How to perform Saldt-ul-Fajr
(The Dawn Prayer)

1. Make the intention to pray two Rakahs (units) of Fajr (Dawn)
Salat. This should be done in the mind without saying it by
tongue.

2. Face the Qiblah (the direction of the Ka‘bah in Makkah) raise
your hands up to your ears and say:

3.8 £,
-«Jés | 40y
“Allah is the Most Great”

3. Place your right hand on the back of your left hand on your
chest and recite:

(e ) N5 B35 QS5 G 355 Bz T B

“Glory to you O Allah, and with Your Praise, and Your
Name is Blessed and none has the right to be worshipped
but You.”

(It is alright to recite any other Du 4’ reported from the Sunnah).
The First Rak‘Gh:
Recite in a low tone:
(i) PN B o D N e Ay 32T,

“I seek refuge with Allah from the accursed Satan. In the
Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.”

* Translator’s note: I am not transliterating because the person who learns
by transliteration without a teacher will learn incorrectly, then he will have
to unlearn all the mistakes which have been fixed in his memory through
constant repetition.



98 The Pillars of Islam & Iman

Recite the opening chapter of the Qur’an (Al Fitihah):
© il 25 A8 & eSS il 5 6 2531
SN L. & AE B Gl ) Lan S A6 425 5
A e e 2 2
“All the praises and thanks are to Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists). The Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful. The Only Owner (and the
Only Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense (i.e. the
Day of Resurrection). “You (Alone) we worship, and You
(Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything). Guide
us to the Straight Way. The Way of those on whom You
have bestowed Your Grace, not (the way) of those who
earned Your Anger (such as the Jews), nor of those who
went astray (such as the Christians).” (1:1-7)

Recite: o ‘Ameen
Recite:
«‘«;e-jﬂ g}jﬂ 5&\\ )

“In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most ‘Mérciful.”
Recite: 7
O 335055 3 S Al i O S 0T 58 By

§ S K 35
“Say: He is Allah, (the) One. The Self-Sufficient Master,
Whom all creatures need, He neither eats nor drinks. He

begets not, nor was He begotten. And there is none co-
equal or comparable unto Him.” (112:1-4)

Note: Any other Surah (chapter) or even a long verse of the
Qur’an can also be recited, depending upon whatever is casy
for you to memorize.
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1.

Raise your hands and saying: “gf ivedllah is the Most
Great,” bow at the waist with your legs straight, grasping
your knees, your back should be in level. Say three times in
this position:

«r,,};;j\ d) ey “Glory to my Lord, the Exalted.”

Raise your head and hands until you are standing upright. Say,
as you move: ¢i# 5J 4 ) “Allah hears those who praise Him”,

when upright, say: (4 ;%) “Oh Lord, all Praise is to You.”

. Saying “:37 fneAllah is the Most Great” go down on your

hands and knees and place your forehead and nose on the
ground. Your toes should also be on the ground, pointing
toward the Qiblah, your elbows should be off the ground
and away from your sides. Say three times:

«&}f\j\ 35 Oy “Glory to my Lord, the Most High.”

Raise your head up, saying “271 fu.Allah is the Most Great”,
until you come to a sitting position with your legs folded
beneath you. Place palms on your thighs with the fingers
ending at the beginning of the knees and say:

P P N T A T R T S Ty
(2551508365 B2l SN d el Oy

“O Lord, forgive me, have mercy on me, guide me, protect
me and provide me with sustenance.”

. Prostrate on the ground a second time, saying “;&1sAllah is

the Most Great” as you move, and say three times:

«&‘cz\}\ g.; Oy “Glory to my Lord, the Most High.”

. Raise your head a second time, saying “;37 2ueAllah is the

Most Great” sit briefly as before, resting your haunches on
the sole of your left foot, with the right foot propped up, the
toes touching the ground and pointing towards the Qiblah.
This position is called Jalsat-ul-Istirahah (the resting posture).”
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The Second Rak‘ah:

1. Rise up to a standing position with your hands placed (right
over left on the chest) as before. Recite (ol i) 5s iy .20
“I seck refuge with Allah from accursed Satan” and say: and
SAY: (e A5 bl o2y “In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious,
the Most Merciful” then recite Surah Fitihah and any other
Surah or whatever is easy for you of the Qur’an.

2. Make Ruki (bowing) and two Sgjdah (prostrations) as in
the first Rak‘ah. After coming up from the second Szjdah, sit
like before with your right foot propped up, close the fingers
of the right hand, and extend the index finger, raise it and
wiggle it, recite il (Af-Tahiyyah):

40 255 gl aile p3EN (i), SGLANS 4 G,
) 20 Y o el L2 d s Je5 e 15 6555
S TR 42 B o i o5 e 102 8168
WS a2 JTole5 122 0 355 i) ST oyl B el

e S SO Ll JTUES Ll 85

“All the greetings of humility, prayers and good things
are due to Allah; peace be on you, Oh Prophet, and Allah’s
Mercy and Blessings be on you. Peace be on us and on
the pious worshippers of Allah. I testify that none has the
right to be worshipped but Allah and I also testify that
Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger. Oh Allah!
Send Your Salif (Blessings Graces, Honors and Mercy) on
Muhammad and the family of Muhammad as You sent
Your Sz/ifon Ibrahim and the family of Ibrahim. Oh Allah!
Send Your Blessings on Muhammad and the family of
Muhammad as You sent Your Blessings on Ibrahim and
the family of Ibrahim. You are Praiseworthy, Most Gacious.”

Then recite:
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“QOh Allah, I seek refuge with You from the torment of Hell,
and from the torment of the grave, and from the trial of life
and death and from the trial of the Dajjal (the Antichrist).”

3. Then turn your head right, saying:

S o

() 25 e A,
“Peace be upon you and the Mercy of Allah.”
Then turn your head to the left and say the same.

4. After Salit there are certain supplications of Allah’s remem-~
brance, which are recommended in the Sunnah. For instance:
Ayat-ul-Kursi (the Verse of the Kursi - 2:256); the last 3 Surah
of the Qur’an; Subhin Alldh, Al-Hamdulillah, and Allahu

Akbar—33 times each; and then supplication like:
(A5Sls i35 35 3 S5 06 eT 24U,

“QO Allah help me to remember You and express gratitude

to You and to worship You in the best way.”

And as well as other supplications.

Table of number of Rak‘ahs of each Salit

Prayers Sunnahbefore | Fard (obligatory) Sunnah after
Fajr (Dawn) 2 2 -
Zuhr (Noon) 242 4 2
“Asr (Afternoon) 2+2 4 -
Maghrib (Sunset) 2 3 2
‘Ishd (Night) 2 4 2+3 or Witr
Jumu‘ah (instead of 2 2 2athome or 2+2in
Zuhr on Friday) (Greeting the Masjid) the Masjid
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Some Rules of Salit

1. There are certain supererogatory Salif that are highly
recommended. Some of them are prayed just before and some
just after the obligatory Salét. They were recommended by the
Prophet # and he used to offer them regularly (see chart).

2. Do not rush through your prayers, fix your gaze upon your
place of prostration and don’t look here and there.

3. If the Imam recites out loud, be quiet and listen; if the Irmam
recites to himself, recite in a low voice so that you can hear
-yourself but others do not (except Al-Fitihah which should
be recited in both cases in low voices).

4. The obligatory Saldf of Jumuah has two Rak%hs which can-
not be offered anywhere but in the MaSﬂd after the Khutbah
(sermon).

5. The obligatory Salat of Maghrib is 3 Rak‘édhs, the first two
Rak@hs are like Fajr but after sitting in the second Rakh
and reciting the Tahiyyat until “4,.5:52 153 & 33k and 1 bear
witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenger,” do not
recite anything further* and do not make 7Zslim (salutation),
but say Allahu Akbar and stand up raising your hands to the
shoulders.. Then recite Surah Fatihah only (i.e. do not add
another Surah after it) to yourself then the rest of the Rakah
is the same as the second. Finish the Salif by making 7aslim

to the right and then the left.

Editor’s Note: The correct view concerning this is that after saying the
Tahiyydt here, the person should then say prayers of blessings upon the
Prophet (4lldhumma salli ‘ald Muhmmad...) before standing up for the
third Rak ‘ah. This opinion has been endorsed by Shaikh Ibn Baz in two of
his books  “Kayfiyyat Saldtin-Nabiyy and. Sifat Saldtin-Nabiyy”, and also
by Shaikh Al-Alb4ni in his book “Sifat Salétin-Nabiyy”. A.W.
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6. The obligatory Salif of Dhuhr, ‘Asr, and Tsha’ are each 4
Rakah. The first two Rak4hs are just like Fgjr, but when sitting
in the second Rak‘h after reciting the 7ahiyyat, do not make
Taslim, but stand for the third Rakah, and then for the fourth,
reciting Surah Fatihah only in both of them. Recite to yourself,
not loud, and don’t sit long between the third and fourth
Rak‘ah. When you finish, make 7aslim to the right and left.

7. Witris three Rak‘ahs. Pray two Rak‘ah and end with Taslim
to right and left. Then pray a single Rakah by itself, and it’s
best to supplicate with the following Masniin* Du‘a’ before
going into Rukii by lifting the hands and saying:
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“Oh Allah guide along with those whom You have guided,
and grant me well-being along with those whom You have
granted well-being, and take care of me along with those
whom You have taken care of, and bless me in what You have
bestowed, and protect me from the evil of what You have
decreed, for verily You decree and none can impose a decree
upon You, and whomsoever You took as a friend will never
be disgraced. And whomsoever You took as an enemy
will not be honoured. You are blessed, our Lord, High and
Exalted.” (Abi Dawiid with an authentic chain of narration)

8. If you come late to the Jamda af (congregational prayer) stand
until you are shoulder to shoulder with the person beside you.
Then say the Takbir standing, even if the Imadm is in Ruka*

- Then say another 7akbir and assume the same position as

* Editor’s Note: Masniin is used to refer to a practice that has been legislated
by the Sunnah of the Prophet and it is recommended to perform it. A.W.
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the Imdm is in. If he is in Rukii’ and you reach the position
of the Rukii‘before he rises from it, you should consider
yourself as having prayed that whole Rak%h; but if you join
after the Rukii’ then you will have to pray it after the Imam
finishes; based on the Hadith:

V3 152588 5165 15856 ST 5l 1,556 1 AR 28055 ),
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“If you find the Imdm in Sajdah (prostration), prostate
(with him), or if he is in Ruki’ bow; or if he is standing,
stand. And don’t count your Sajdah if you didn’t catch
the Rak‘ah. (Baihaqi, see Al-Albani’s Silsilah Al-Ahadith As-
Sahihah no. 1188)

9. If you miss one or more Rak‘ah with the Imim, follow him
until the end of the Salif, but do not make 7aslirm when he
does. Instead, stand up and offer the remaining Rak%h (that
you missed). :

10. Beware of performing Sa/dfin a rush, because it causes it to
be invalidated. The Prophet # saw a man performing Salat
in a hurry, and he (&) told him:
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“Go back and pray because you didn’t pray (yet).” After
he repeated it in a similar manner twice more and the
Prophet # ordered him to repeat the Salit. He said, “Teach
me, Oh Messenger of Allah.” He (#) told him, “Bow until
you come fo rest in Rukizi¢ Then stand until you are fully
upright, then prostrate until you come to rest in prostration,
then sit until you come to rest in sitting... ” (Agreed upon)
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11.1If you forgot to perform an action which is W4jib (compulsory)

in the Saldt, like sitting at the end of the second Rakah to recite
Tahiyyat, or if you’re unsure how many Rak‘ah you prayed,
build on the lower number (which is the number you’re sure
of) then at the end of the Salif make two extra Sgjdahs. These
are called Sujiid As-Sahw (the prostrations for forgetfulness).

The following conditions must be met before you start the Salif,
and if anyone of these is missing, the Sa/af will be invalid:

1.

Knowledge that the time for a particular Salif has begun. It
is sufficient to be reasonably certain.

. To be in a state of purity, cleansed of the major and minor

impurity, based on the statement of the Prophet #:
[m.éjrl.ua\))] ((2}2.24;;.: f)L’o A.Ab\ 3:.%; \J))

“Allah will not accept Salaf without purification.” (Muslim
and others)

. Cleanliness of one’s body, clothing, and place of prayer (.e.,

they should be free from physical impurities, like faeces, urine
etc.), that is, if one has the power to achieve that. If one is unable
to remove the impurity, he prays in whatever state he is in.

. Covering one’s private parts; based on the Statement of

Allah 32:
s wA > be ° ,t o .
§ el Fie Sy b fo iy
“Oh children of Adam! Take your adornment (by wearing

your clean clothes), while praying...” (7:31)

The Arabic word Zinah (i) translated as “adornment” is
understood by the commentators to mean clothing sufficient
to cover the private parts. The word Masjid literally means “the
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place of Sajdah’” so it is interpreted as referring to Salat. So the
sentence comes to mean “cover your private parts for every Salit”

The private part (Aurah :,ss) of a man is from the navel to
the knees.

The private part (Aurah) of a woman is her complete body,
other than the face and hands (in Sa/4j. It is mandatory that
the clothing screen the private parts. Sheer material, which
allows the skin to be seen, is not good enough, and the Salit
is not acceptable in it.

5. To face the Qiblah, which is the sacred Masjid in Makkah,
as Allah 3 said:

€ S K U 2800 o Al gl KA ares
“So turn your face in the direction of Al-Masjid-al-Hardm

(at Makkah). And wheresoever you people are, turn your
faces (in prayer) in that direction...” (2:144)

One who is close enough to the Ka‘bah to see it, must look at it
before starting his prayer to make sure he’s really facing it. And
one who cannot see it must face in its direction, since that is the
most he is capable of.

6. Facing the Qiblah in Salatis an obligation which may not be
waived except under the following circumstances:

a) Voluntary Salét of a traveller mounted on an animal or any
conveyance: a car, ship, plane, etc. The person can pray in
whatever direction he is facing; and if sitting, he can make
a gesture indicative of Rukii‘and Sajdah. The lowering of
his head in Sgjdah should be more distinct than in Rukii<

b) One who fears (of present danger) or one held against his will
in a certain position or direction, or one so weak, from illness
that he can not turn towards the Qiblah. In all of these cases
the requirement of facing the Qiblahis waived due to inability.
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7. The Niyah (intention), the person about to pray should know
what Salif he’s going to pray — whether Fardh (obligatory)
or Nafl (voluntary); and which prayer of the day— Dhuhr or
‘Asretc.; as the Prophet # said:

Lldoly] (S5l 56 ! :gé \‘:‘jlj 9\:;3\4/ jL::S!\ \;'1»

“Deeds are only judged according to the intentions, and
every person will get only what he has intended.” (Buk#r)

The basic elements of Salaf are its essential components. If one
of them is missing the Salif is unacceptable. These elements are
as follows:

1. Takbirat-ul-Thram (to say Allzhu Akbar at the beginning of
the Salaf) ; the Prophet ¥ said:

5] B LG5 50 SENLEL 45 % 5 B0 5OLE £ i)
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“The key of Salétis purity. It starts with the 7akbir and it

ends with the 7as/im.” (Tirmidhi and others, At-Tirmidhi said,
“This is the most authentic and best Hadith on this issue)

2. Qiydm (standing) in obligatory Salit; Allah 3% said:

f 555 B 1535 i 5B oSl 0 Uhas )
“Guard strictly the (five obligatory) prayers especially the
middle (4sp) prayer. And stand before Allah with obedience
(and do not speak to others during the prayers).” (2:238)

As for Nafl (voluntary) Salit, you can offer it s1ttmg, even if
you’re able to stand. The Prophet #& said:



108 The Pillars of Islam & Imén

e sixe] @& s 1326 1551835,
“A man’s Salaf while sitting has half (the reward) of the
(normal) Salat.” (Agreed upon)

If one is unable fo stand for Fardh Salat, he should pray sitting,
and if unable to pray sitting, he should pray on his side or as
best as he can.

3. To recite Surah Fifihah in every Rak‘ah of every Salif, whether
obligatory or voluntary. The Prophet # said:
fole 5] (801 2245, 155 T, d e Y,
“There is no Saldf for one who does not recite The Opening
of the Book (Surah Al-Fitihah).” (Agreed upon)

4. Rukii“(bowing): All scholars are in agreement that Rukzi‘is
a basic element of Salif. The minimum acceptable Rukii‘is
to bend at the waist until one’s hands touch his knees, and
he must come to rest in this position; based on the Prophet’s
statement:

Lol oy, ] -GS 1 Gaalis 35 gj\»

“Bow until you come to rest in Rukii‘” (Bukhari)

5. To resume standing after bowing: One should come to rest
in an upright position; based on the Prophet # statement:

G- o7
“
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“Then rise up until you stand straight and upright.” (Bukhdr)

6. Two Sajdahs in each Rak‘ah and sitting up between them,
coming to rest in each position. The Prophet # said:
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“Then prostrate until you come to rest in Szjdah. Then sit
up until you come to rest in sitting.” (Bukhari)

There are special wordings of remembrance in the two
Sajdahs and the sitting between them, whether in obligatory
(Fardh) Salator voluntary (Nafl) .

The parts of the body on which Szjdah must be made are:
the face (i.e. nose and forechead), both hands, both knees,
and the toes of both feet. The Prophet # said:
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“I was ordered to make Sgjdah on seven parts of the
body; the forehead ~ (and he # pointed to his nose) ~ both
hands, both knees, and the toes of both feet.” (Agreed upon)

fof

7. The final sitting and recitation of 7ashahhud while sitting.
The Prophet # said:
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“If you raised your head from the final Sajdah and sat the
length of time it takes to recite Tashahhud, your Salif gets
complete.” (Bukhari)

8. Taslinr. (to say As-Salimu ‘Alaikum to the right then the left).
The Taslim is established through the way the Prophet #
prayed and according to his statement:
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“The key to Saldtis purity, it starts with 7akbir and it ends
with 7Taslim.” (Tirmidhi and others)
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9. The proper order: Start with Takbirat-ul-Ihrdm standing,
recite Fitihah, then bow in Rukii’ then rise up from it to
standing, then perform Szjdah, then rise up from it to sitting,
then perform the second Szjdah. In the second Rakah and
in the final Rak‘ah, one should sit for 7ashahhud, and in the
final Rak‘ah make Taslim. The proof for the order is the Hadith
in which the Prophet # taught the order of the elements of
Salatto the man who was hastily offering Salit.

1. After the obligatory Salif of Fajr (Dawn) until the sun has
risen.

2. At the moments the sun is cresting the horizon until it reaches
a spear’s length about it. (5°-10).

3. At high noon until it passes the zenith by a few minutes.

4. After the obligatory Salif of ‘Asr (Afternoon) until the sun
sets. The Prophet g said:
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“No Salat (prayer) is valid after the “Asr Prayer till the sun

sets and no Salif (prayer) is valid after the Fajr Prayer till
the sun rises.” (Agreed upon)

5. It is permissible to offer a Salit, one had previously forgotten
or slept through, at any time; based on the Prophet’s statement:

(e \BRS 13]Gzl BT L5 USE g 26, 95 0 )
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“Whoever forgot a Salét or slept through it, its expiation
is that he offers it when one remembers it.” (Muslin)
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6. Imam Shafi4 was of the opinion that it is permissible to pray
a voluntary Salit which has a specific cause during the
forbidden times, for instance two Rakahs as a greeting to
the mosque whenever one enters into it and before sitting
there; or two Rak‘ahs after making Wudhii’. And his opinion
is the closest to the truth-

7. When it is announced that the obligatory Salat in congregation
is about to be prayed (i.e. the Iqamah is given), it is not permissible
to occupy oneself with voluntary Salaf. The Prophet # said:

ORI e N W WA R

“When the Salif in congregation commences, there is no
Salat other than the prescribed one (i.e. the obligatory Salat
in the congregation).” (Muslim)

Each Sz/at has the prescribed time in which it must be performed.
Allah 3 said:

§ G35 a2 5 i)

“..Verily the Salif is enjoined on the believers at fixed

hours.” (4:103)

The Qur’an indicated these times in a general way, and the
Sunnah explained them in detail. Abdullah bin ‘Amr &2 said that
Allah’s Messenger # said.:
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“The time of Dhuhr (the Noon Prayer) is when the sun
passes the zenith, until the shade of a man equals his
length upon which time for Asr commences. And the
time of Asr (the Afternoon Prayer) is as long as the sun’s
light has not turned yellow. And the time of Maghrip (the
Sunset Prayer) lasts as long as the redness has not vanished
from the sky. And the time of 7sh4’ (the Night Prayer) is
until the middle of the night. And the time of Fgjr (the
Dawn Prayer) is from the first appearance of dawn (and
lasts) as long as the sun has not yet risen. If the sun starts
to crest the horizon, refrain from praying because it rises
between Safan’s two horns.” (Muslim)

From this Hadlith and others it becomes clear that the times of
Salar are as follows:

Dhubr: starts right after the sun passes its zenith, and continues
until the shadow of an object equals the same length as the
object.

Asr: starts as soon as the shadow of the object becomes equal
to the object after deducting the length of the shadow at noon.
And it lasts until the sun sets (although it should not be
postponed until the sun’s rays turn yellowish without a valid
excuse). :

Maghrib: starts when the sun disappears below the horizon, and
extends until the last trace of redness disappears from the sky.

Isha’ starts when the last trace of redness has disappeared from
the sky, and lasts until the middle of the night.

Fajr: starts with the appearance of the “true dawn” until the
sun starts to crest the horizon.
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How the Prophet i used to Pray

There are many Ahadith, either in words of the Prophet # or
his Companions’ descriptions of his Sa/if, which clarify how
one should perform Sz/ifin the best way. Among these Ahadith
are the following:
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1. “When you stand to pray, perform a perfect Wudhit,
then face the Qiblah, say Takbir then recite what is easy
for you of the Qur’an that is with you (i.e. memorized), then
bow until you come to rest in Rukzr’, then rise up till you are
standing straight, then prostrate until you come to rest in
Sajdah (prostration), then raise (your head) until you come
to rest in sitting. Then prostrate until you come to rest in
Sajdah. Then do that in all of your Sa/dt” (Agreed upon)

[By the words “To recite what is easy for you of the Qur’an,”
some scholars interpret to mean Surah Al-Fatihah (the opening
chapter of the Qur’an)].
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2. “When the Prophet # would stand up to perform Salif, he
would raise his hands to the level of his shoulders. Then he
would say “Allahu Akbar” until every bone came to rest in
its place with him standing straight and upright. Then he
would recite. Then he would say “Allzhu Akbar”, raising
his hands until they reached the level of his shoulders, then
he would bow placing his palms on his knees, coming to
rest without raising his head nor letting it droop. Then he
would raise his head up saying: “Allah hears those who
praise Him.” Then he would raise his hands to the level
of his shoulders, coming to rest. Then he would say “Alldhu
Akbar” and he would descend to the earth, keeping his
hands away from his side. Then he would raise his head,
with his left leg folded under him, sitting on it. He would
spread his toes (on the ground) when he would make
Sajdah, then he would prostrate. After the Szjdah he would
say “Allihu Akbar”raising his head and having his left leg
folded under him, sitting on it until every bone had returned
to its place. He would do the same in the second Rakah as
he did in the first. When he would rise to stand after the
first two Rak‘ahs, he would say “Allihu Akbar” and raise
his hands to the level of his shoulders, just as he did at the
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start of Salif, and he would perform the rest of the prayer
like the first two Rak‘ahs. Then when sitting after the last
Sajdah before the Taslim, he would move his left leg back
a bit so that he would be sitting on his left haunch.”

(Reported by Al-Bukhari in a shorter version, and reported by Abii
Dawtid and others. At-Tirmidhi graded it good and authentic).

3. The Prophet # said:
fole g (B0 e amle J6 LTl 3N 3 r’s.’b.\ L;..ai N
S asle Je 5 s &ily) 3
“None of you should perform Salitin a single garment which

leaves his shoulder bare.” (Agreed upon) Muslim reported
one version with the wording: “His two shoulders bare.”

1. Its place in the Shari‘ah: Optional Salif was prescribed to
make up for deficiencies which might occur in obligatory
Salat; and in view of the special merits of Saldf which other
forms of worship are lacking. The Prophet #& said:
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“The first thing to be taken account of from the deeds of
the slave on the Day of Judgement will be the Sa/it. If it is
satisfactory, he will be successful and victorious; and if it
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is not so, he will fail and lose, and if something is deficient
in his obligatory prayers, the Lord will say: ‘Check if my
slave has any optional Sa/if to his credit.” The deficiency
will be made up for from that. After that, the rest of his
deeds will be examined in a similar way.” (Reported by
Tirmidhi and others as authentic. See Sahih Al-Jami‘ no. 2020)

The Prophet # said to Rabi‘ah bin Malik Al-Aslami:
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“Ask me for something.” He said, “IV ask you your company

in Paradise.” He said, “Is there anything besides that?” He

replied, “That’s it.” The Prophet (&) said, “Help me (fulfilling)
that for you by making lots of prostrations.” (Muslim)

2. The best place to offer voluntary Salit is in your own home.
The Prophet # said:

[ade 5xae] ((A.\JSA\ L / ;-::4.“ E)L./a EM\ j»fa.ﬁ))

“The best Sal4t is that of a man in his house, except for
the obligatory Sa/it” (Agreed upon)

The Prophet & said:
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“The Salat of a man in his house is more meritorious than
his prayer in my Masjid (i.e. the Prophet’s Masjid in
Madinah) except the obligatory Salat” (Abi Dawid w1th a
authentic chain. Also See Sahih Al-Jdmi®)

Imam An-Nawawi said: “Stress was placed on praying
optional Sz/if in the home because it further removes the
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chance of praying just to show off (Ar-Ri74), and it brings
blessing to the house and mercy descends upon it as well as
angels, and the Satan clears out.”

3. In optional Salif, it is permitted to sit, even if one has the
ability to stand, and it is also permissible to stand for part of
it and sit for part, even in one Rakah. It makes no difference
whether the sitting precedes the standing or vice versa; all is
permitted with no aversion. And one can sit anyway he likes,
although cross legged is the best. However, one point must be
considered:

[n oy, o] @A s 1308 250 IS,
“The Salif of a man performed while sitting is half the
(reward) of a Saldf (i.e. performed while standing).” (Muslirn)

4. Optional Salifencompasses the Sunnah (supererogatory) Salit
of Fajr, Dhuhr, ‘Asr, Maghrib and 9sha’, and the Witr, Prayer,
and Salit offered after Wudhii’, and Tahajjud, and others.

Salitis mandatory on every sane, adult Muslim. The Prophet # said:
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“The pen is lifted from three [persons (i.e. they will not be
taken to account)]: the insane whose rationality has been
overcome until he recovers, the sleeper until he wakes, and
the children until they attain puberty.” (Afunad & Abii Diwiid)

The father and mother should teach their children how to
perform Salif and order them (in a gentle manner) to do so
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when they reach seven years old. They should punish them for
neglecting it when they reach ten years old, so that they get
used to it, and it becomes a natural practice that they will uphold
after puberty. The Prophet 4 said:
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“Teach your children Salif when they reach seven, and punish
them for (neglecting) it when they reach ten, also separate
them from sleeping together.” (Ahmad, and it is authentic)

Sujud As-Sahw
(Prostratlons to make up for forgetfulness)

It is authentically proved that the Prophet # used to occasionally
forget while he was in Sa/ft. He said, instructing his followers:
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“I'm only a human being. I forget like you forget, so if
one of you forgets (in his Sa/df) he should prostrate twice
(extra) in his (final) sitting.” (AAmad)

First: How to perform two Szjdahs for forgetfulness: Prostrate
twice either before the 7aslim or after it. Both are authentically
reported from the Prophet #. He said:
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1. “When one of you becomes uncertain in his Sa/if and
doesn’t remember how many (Rakah) he prayed, three or
four? He should cast away his uncertainty and build on
what he is sure about (i.e. the lesser number) then prostrate
twice before the 7aslim.” (Bukhari)
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2. In the incident related to the companion known as Dhul-
Yadain (where the Prophet # prayed two Rakahs instead
of four, then completed the remaining Rak‘ahs after his
attention was called to the lapse), he (%) performed the
Sujud As-Sahw after the Taslim. (Agreed upon)

3. It is preferable to try to follow the Sunnah as closely as possible,
performing Sujiid before the Taslim or performing Sujid after
the 7aslim in different situations as mentioned in the AA4dith,
and in all other situations he has the choice. The Prophet #& said:

[ 1] s 333 25 51§25 315 15,
“If a person added to his Salif or detracted from it, he
should perform two Sajdahs.” (Muslim)
Second: The situations which call for Sujiid As-Sahw:

1. If one makes Taslim before the completion of the Salif, he
should stand, then complete the remainder, then perform two
Sajdah at the end of the Salit.

2. If one adds something to the Sa/at. The proof is:
a3 U8 LGN @ STl o L 15 -- 531 5,
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The Prophet # once prayed five Rakahs. He was asked,
“Has an addition been made to Sa/41?” He said, “Why do
you ask that?” They said, “You prayed five Rakahs.”

Then he # prostrated twice after (he had already made)
the 7aslim. (Agreed upon)
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3. If one forgets the first Tashahhud: The proof is: -
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“The Prophet # led them in Dhuhr one day and in the
second Rakah he stood up (after the second Szjdah) without
sitting; the people stood up with him, until when the Salit
was (almost) over and the people were awaiting the 7as/im,
he said the 7akbir while sitting, then performed two Szjdahs
before the Taslim, then made the Taslim. (Bukhari)

And it is mentioned in a Hadith that one who forgot to sit for
the 7ashahhud, then remembered before he stood all the way
up, he should return to the sitting posture; but if he is fully
standing before he remembers, he should not sit back, but at
the end of the Salif, he should perform the Sujud As-Sahw.

4. If one is unsure how much Rakahs he prayed: The Prophet ¥ said:
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“If one of you becomes uncertain in his Salif, so that he
doesn’t know how much he prayed — three Rak%s or
four? He should cast off what he is uncertain about, and
build on what he’s sure of, then perform two Sajdahs
before making the 7aslim. So if he ends up praying five
Rakahs, these (Sajdahs) will make his Salif even, and if
he prayed correctly it is like rubbing Shaitdn’s nose in the
dust.” (Muslim) '
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5. If you’re unsure how many Rak‘ahs you prayed, go with the
lower number. The Prophet # said:
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“If one of you is not sure between two and one, he should
treat it as one (Rak‘ah); and if he is not sure between two
and three, he should treat it as two; and if he is not sure
between three and four, he should treat it as three. Because
the uncertainty is in the extra Rak%ah. Then he should
complete what is left of his Sa/af and perform two Sajdahs
while sitting before he makes 7aslim.” (Ahmad, & it is authentic)

It is permissible for women to go out to the Masjid to attend
daily congregational Salif, under the condition that they avoid
clothing, ornaments, or perfume that will attract attention of
the opposite sex or invite to turmoil or confusion.

The Prophet # said:
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“Do not prevent the women from their share in the Masjids
when they seek your permission.” (Muslim)

This Hadith indicates that a married woman should ask the
permission of her husband and the unmarried girl should ask
the permission of her father or guardian.
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The Prophet # said.:
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“Any woman who puts on perfume should not attend 7sha’
(night prayer) with us.” (Muslin)

He # also said:
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“Any women who puts on perfume and goes to Masjid for
prayers, her Salif will not be accepted until she washes
(it off).” (Ibn M4jah, and it is authentic)

The Prophet # said:
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“Do not forbid your women from (attending to conger-
gational prayers in) the Masjids, and their homes are
better for them.” (Abi Diwiid, and it is authentic. See Al-
Mishkatno. 1062 with Al-Albani’s checking)

This indicates that the Sa/df of a women in her house is better
for her then her Salifin the Masjid.

The Prophet # said:
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“Allah will not accept the Salif of a woman who is of
menstruating age except with a Kaimdr (a long scarf
which covers her hair, neck, and chest).” (451 Diwiid and
others, and it is authentic. See AI-Mishkit no. 1062)
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This Hadith indicates that Allah will not accept the Salif of a
woman who has attained puberty unless she covers her head
and neck and wears a long dress which will cover her legs and
feet, or wears heavy socks which will cover her feet and legs,
so that nothing of her skin can be seen underneath them, in
addition to a dress which will cover her whole body. And it is
permitted for her to expose her face and hands in Salit if there
is no male stranger who can see her, as there is no proof which
requires her to cover those parts in Saldt. As for outside of Salif,
all of the woman’s body is Aurah, that is, a male stranger should
not be able to see any part of her.

The most befitting to be Imdm (the one who leads the Sala)) is the
most adept at reciting the Book of Allah. [This has two aspects:
one is how much he has memorized and knows its meanings,
the other is how well he follows 7zjweed (the rules of recitation)].
If they are equal in recitation, then the most learned in the
Sunnak, if they are equal in that, then the one who made Hjjrah
(migrated) earlier; if equal in that, then the one who is older.

1. The Prophet # said:
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“The one to lead the people in Salif should be the most
adept at reciting the Book of Allah; if they are equal in
recitation, then the most learned in the Sunnah, and if
they are equal in the Sunnah, then the one who made
Hijrah earlier. And if they are equal in Hjjrah, then the
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one who is older; and a man should certainly not lead
where the other has authority, nor sit in his house on his
furnishings without his permission.” (Muslim)

A man’s authority covers political authority or a man in his
own house, or the lmdm of a Masjid. Any of these has more
right to lead Salif where he has authority than anyone else,
unless he grants to other permission.

Those who are eligible to be Zmam:

1.

It is acceptable that a child who has reached the age of
discernment be Imdm, since ‘Amr bin Salamah « used to
lead his people in Salif when he was six or seven years old
because he knew more Qur’an than any of them.

. It is acceptable that a blind man may lead Sa/4f, since the

Prophet # deputed Ibn Umm Maktiim as Governor of Al-
Madinah in his absence, and he used to lead the people in
Salat, and he was blind.

.Itis acceptablé that a person praying Fardh (obligatory) Salt

may lead a person offering Nafl (voluntary) Salit as it is
permissible for a person offering Nafl to lead a person -
performing Fardh. This is based on the fact that Mu‘adh <
used to pray 7sha’ with the Prophet % then return to his
tribe and lead them in the same Salit. So for him that Salit
was optional or voluntary, and for them it was obligatory.

. It is permissible for a man who performed 7ayammum to

lead others in Salit. As ‘Amr bin Al-As led people in Salét after
performing Tayammum and the Prophet # when hearing
about that did not rebuke him, which indicates what he did
was not wrong.

. It is permissible for a traveller to be Imam for resident. The

Prophet # led the people in Saldf in Makkah at the time of
its conquest, and he made all his prayers two Rak‘ah except
Maghrip and he would say:
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“Q people of Makkah, stand and pray two more Rak‘ahs
because we are travelers.”

If a traveller prays behind an Imdm who is a resident, he
must pray a complete Salaf (four Rakahs for Dhuhr, ‘Asr
and 7sha’) , even if he did not catch a full Rakah behind the
Imam, before the Imam made Taslim (salutation).

6. It is permissible for an Imim, who cannot stand, to pray
sitting; the Prophet # said:
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“The Imdm is appointed in order to be followed, so when
he says Takbir, say Takbir and do not say the 7akbir until
he does so. And when he goes to Rukii go to Rukii‘and
do not go to Rukii‘until he does so; and when he says,
“Allah hears those who praise Him”, say, “Our Lord, and
all praise is due to You”; and when he performs Sajdah,
perform Szjdah, and do not perform Szjdah until he does
so; and if he prays standing, pray standing, and if he
prays sitting-all of you should pray sitting.”* (Bukhari) -

* It is better for one who is being lead in prayer to pray standing when
the Im4m leads them sitting, as approved by the Prophet # in his last
illness, when he prayed sitting and people prayed standing. (See Fath Al-
PBari, 1/219)
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The Virtues of Salit, and warning against abandomng it

1. Allah 3% said:
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“And those who guard their prayers well, such shall dwell
in the gardens (i.e. Paradise) honored.” (70:34,35)

2. And Allah 3% said;
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“..and offer prayers perfectly (Igimat-as-Salaf). Verily,
prayer prevents from Al-Fihsha (i.e. great sins of every
kind, unlawful sexual intercourse etc.) and Al-Munkar
(i.e. disbelief, polytheism, and every kind of evil wicked
deed etc.)...” (29:45)

3. And Alldh 3 said:
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“So woe unto those performers of prayers (hypocrites),
who delay their prayer from its fixed time.” (107:4,5)
4. And Allah 35 said:
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“Successful indeed are the believers. Those who offer their
prayers with all solemnity and full submissiveness.” (23:1,2)

5. And Allah 35 said:
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“Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have
given up prayers (i.e. made their prayers to be lost, either
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by not offering them or by not offering them perfectly or
by not offering them in their proper fixed times, etc.) and
have followed lusts. So they will be thrown in Hell.” (19:59)

6. And the Prophet # said:
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“What do you think if one of you had a river running past

his door and he bathed in it five times a day, would any

dirt remain on him?” They said, “No dirt would remain on

him.” He said, “Likewise is the similitude of the five daily
prayers; with them Allah obliterates the sins.” (Agreed upon)

7. And the Prophet # said:
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“The covenant (which distinguished) between us and
them is Salit, so whoever abandons it has disbelieved.”
(AAmad and others, and it is authentic)*

8. And he ¥ said:
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“Between a man and ‘Kufr and Shirk’ is the abandonment
of Salit.” (Muslim)

* Translator’s note: This is the most straight forward translation of the
Arabic text, though there are other interpretations of the final phrase
which are linguistically acceptable, for instance: “Whoever abandoned it
committed an act of disbelief.”
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The Mandatory nature of attending Friday Prayer
And the daily Sa/dtin Congregation

Congregational Salif five times a day and Salif-ul-Jumu‘ah on
Friday are obligatory on men, based on the following evidence:

1. Allah the Exalted said:
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“O you who believe (Muslims)! When the call is proclaimed
for the Salaf (prayer) on the day of Friday (Jurmu ah prayer),
come to the remembrance of Allah [Jumu ah religious talk
(Khutbah) and Salaf] and leave off business (and every other
thing), that is better for you if you did but know!” (62:9)

2. And the Prophet # said:
(i Je i 2515 6,58 2 S 35 )

“Whoever leaves three Jumuah (prayers) consecutively,
considering it not very important, Allah will seal his
heart.” (Ahmad)

3. And the Prophet # said:
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“I had a strong inclination to order the boys to gather
firewood for me, then I would go to the houses of those
who pray in their homes without excuse (like illness) and
burn their houses down upon them.” (Muslim)
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4. And it is reported that he (%) said:
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“Whoever hears the Adhdn, then doesn’t come to the Masjid
(but prays at home), then he has no Salit (acceptable)
unless he has an excuse (a valid one-for instance, fear or
illness).” (Ibn Mazjah)

5. A blind man came to the Prophet # and said.:
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“O Messenger of Allah, I have no guide to lead me to
the Masjid,” so he asked the Prophet to excuse him from
attending the congregational prayer in the Masjid, which
the Prophet # did. But after he turned away, he # called

him back, and said, “Do you hear the call to prayer?” He
said, “Yes.” He # said, “Then respond to it.” (Muslim)

6. Abdullah bin Masid < said:
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“Whoever likes to meet Allah tomorrow as a Muslim, he
should guard these five times daily Sa/itf by praying them
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wherever the Adhén is called. Alldh has prescribed for your
Prophet # practices of guidance, and these prayers are
from these practices of guidance. And if you pray in your
homes, as some laggards do, you would abandon the Sunnah
of your Prophet; and if you were to abandon the Sunnah
of your Prophet, you will go astray. 1 witnessed a time
when we used to see no one lagging behind from Sa/éfin
the Masjid except the known Munitig (hypocrlte) and a
sick person used to be helped to the Magjid supported
between two men, until he would be stood up in the row.”

The Virtues of Praying in Congregation
And attending the Friday Prayer

. The Prophet # said:
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“Whoever bathes, then comes to jumuah (Friday prayer)
then prayed whatever was written for him, then listened
silently until the /mam finishes the Kautbah (sermon) then
prays with the /mam, Allah will forgive his sins which he
had committed between the previous Jurmuah and the present

one, plus three more days after that and whoever touches (i.c.
plays with) the pebbles, he committed a frivolous act.” (Muslim)
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“Whoever performs a Ghusl (bath) on Friday, like the Ghusl
for Janabah (state of sexual defilement) then set out for the
Masjid, it is as if he sacrificed a camel; and whoever set out
in the second time, it is as if he sacrificed a cow; and whoever
set out in the third time, it is as if he sacrificed a ram with
horns; and the one who went in the fourth time, it is as if he
sacrificed a chicken; and whoever went in the fifth time, it
is as if he has given an egg in charity; and, when the Imam
comes out, the angels gather fo listen to the sermon.” (Muslirm)

3. And he # said:
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“Whoever prays ‘Ishd’in congregation, it is as if he stood
half the night (in Sa/49); and whoever prays Fajr (Dawn)
in congregation, it is as if he stood the whole night.” (Muslirm)

4. And he # said:
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“The Salaf of a man in congregation excels Sz/4f in house
or Salatin his shop (i.e. place of business) 23 to 29 times in
reward. That is because when anyone performed Wudhii’,
and performed it well, then came to the Masjid, with no other
motive except the Salif, he takes no step without being raised
thereby a degree, and a sin is removed from his account, until
he enters the Masjid, once he enters the Masjid he is counted
as being in prayer as long as he is waiting for the Sa/4f, and
the angels keep praying for him as long as he is sitting where
he prayed; they say, ‘Oh Allah have mercy on him, Oh Alldh
forgive him, Oh Allah accept his repentance.” They do that as
long as he bothers no one and as long as he keeps his Wudhii.”
(Bukhari and Muslim, the wording is according to Muslim)

1. Take a bath on Friday, trim your nails, and apply some perfume
and wear clean clothes after performing Wudhi’,

2. Don’t eat raw onion or garlic and don’t smoke. Clean your mouth
with a Siwdk (toothstick) or a toothbrush with toothpaste.

3. Pray two Rak‘ah upon entering the Masjid even if the Khatib
(orator) is on the Minbar (pulpit) in accordance with the order
of the Prophet # when he said:
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“When one of you comes to Jumuah and the Imam is

giving the Khutbah, he should perform two Rakahs, and
make them short.” (Agreed upon)

4. Sit quietly listening to the Imam.

5. Pray the two obligatory Rakahs of Jumuah behind the Imam
(the intention should be in the heart).



6.

The Pillars of Islim & Imén 133

Pray four Rak‘ahs Sunnah, afterwards, in the Masjid or two
Rak‘ahs in the home, which is better.

Supplicate for the Prophet # i.e. ask Allah to bless him. This
should be more plentiful than on other days.

. Supplicate to Allah as much as you can on Friday. The

Prophet # said:
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“Verily, there is an hour on Friday that no Muslim catches
while asking Allah for what is good in it, except that He
(Allah) would give it to him.” (Agreed upon)
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. “Pray as you have seen me praying.” (Bukhari)

[yl (ol &TJZ Ay éjﬁé S\;JJJ\ ;’bi;\ J&3 1),

. “When one of you enters the Masjid, he should pray two

Rak‘ah before sitting down.” (This prayer is called greeting
of Masjid). (Bukhari)
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. “Do not sit upon the graves and do not pray towards

them.” (Bukhdéri)
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. “When the Fard (obligatory) Salif starts, there is no Salift

except the obligatory one.” (Muslim)
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5. “I was ordered not to pray with rolled up sleeves.” (Muslim)
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6. “Make your rows straight and get close together”, and in
a version of the Hadith the Sahibi (Companion of the
Prophet #) who narrated it added:

“We used to have our shoulders touching the shoulders
of our adjoining person, and our feet touching their feet.”
(Bukhari)
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7. “When the Igimah of Salitis called, do not come to Salirt
rushing. Come walking calmly. Whatever you catch of
the Salit, pray; and whatever you miss, complete it.”
(Agreed upon)
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8. “Perform Rukii‘ until you come to rest in Rukii‘, then rise
up until you are standing (fully) upright. Then perform
Sajdah until you come to rest in Sgjdah.” (Bukhari)

[&‘“\“"" oly,] .((é,\;.g:e}f Ee}\j cé,\;gdc’as f).)é;; \SL))

9. When you perform Sgjdah, place your hands down, and
raise your elbows up.” (Muslim)
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10. “Verily I am your /m4m (leader), so don’t perform Rukii“

or Sajdah before 1 do.” (Muslim)
Feo ead o G LA Ll a5 Al o Wu G Js5h
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11. “The first thing of the slave to be reckoned on the Day

of Judgement will be his Sa/at. If it is good the rest of his
deeds will be (accounted as) good. And if it is defective
the rest of his deeds will be defective.” (Tabardni)

. Allah 3& said:
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“And when you (Muslims) travel in the land, there is no
sin on you if you shorten your prayer...” (4:101)

. Ibn ‘Abbas &5 said:
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“Allah prescribed for you on the tongue of your Prophet #
four Rak‘ahs Salit for a resident, two Rakahs on a journey
and one Rak‘ahsin a state of fear (war).” (Muslim)

3. And the Prophet # said, “Shortening the prayer is:
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“A charity from Allah upon you, so accept his charity.”
(Muslim)

4. Ibn Al-Qayyim said: “The Prophet # used to shorten four

Rak‘ah Salif when he would set out on a journey, praying
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them as two Rak‘ahsuntil he returned to Al-Madinah, and it
is not confirmed that he ever prayed four Rakah Salif complete
during a journey. (Maghrib remains unchanged, to be prayed
three Rak‘ah), and none of the Imams differed on that.”

. Joining two Salat. 1t is permissible for a traveler to pray Dhuhr

and “4Asrtogether, either by offering ‘Asr earlier (in the time
of Dhuhp or delaying Dhuhr (until the time of Asn), and in
the same way, he can join Maghrib and 7sha’. This is per-
missible in the following circumstances:

a) In Hajj, at ‘Arafat and Muzdalifah. All scholars agree that
Dhuhrand “Asr should be prayed together during the time
of Dhuhr at ‘Arafat; and that Maghrip and 9sha’ should
be prayed together at the time of ‘Ish4’ at Muzdalifah;
that is the proven Sunnah of the Prophet #.

b) Joining two Salif during a journey in the time of one of

them is permissible, as is proven by the statement of Anas
bin Malik « that:
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“When the Prophet # would travel before the sun passed
the zenith, he would delay DhAuhr until the time of “Asr,
then he would pray both together. And if the sun passed
the zenith before he set out, he would pray Dhuhr, then
mount his animal to travel.” (Agreed upon)

¢) Abu Nu‘aim reported in his Mustakhraj on the Hadith
collection of Muslim:

@
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“When the Prophet #, was on a journey he used to pray
Dhuhr and “Asrtogether if the sun passed the zenith, and
then he would set out.” '

The last Hadith indicates that joining two Salaf during the
time of the earlier one is permissible. The Hadlith before that
indicates the permissibility of delaying a Sa/if to join it to
the one next to it.

c) Saldtis alright on ship or train or plane, in a manner a man
finds it easier for him to perform, and it is permissible to
join two Salif on them. The Prophet # was asked about
Salitin a boat. He # said:
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“Pray standing, unless you fear it might cause you to
drown.” (Declared authentic by Hakim)

1. Beware, Oh my Muslim brother, from abandoning Salif, even
in a state of sickness, because it is obligatory upon you. Allah
has even made it mandatory on the Mujahideen during war.

And know that Salif brings an inner tranquillity to the sick
person which will help them get well. Allah said:

% 'M\J J\J\a \me\J %@
“And seek help with patience and prayer...” (2:45)
And the Prophet # used to say:
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“Q Bilal call the Igamah for Salit, bring us relaxation by
it.” (Abi Dawiid, Al-Albani declared its chain of narration good)
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And it is better for a sick person if his life is drawing to an
end, to die as one who prays, and not to die disobedient by
abandoning Salaf. And Allah has made things easy for the
sick person. He can make 7ayammum if he can’t manage to
use water for Wudhii’and Ghusl so that he doesn’t abandon
Salat. Allah 3& said:
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“...And if you are ill or on a journey or any of you comes
from answering the call of nature, or you have been in contact
with women (i.e. sexual intercourse) and you find no water,
then perform 7ayammum with clean earth and rub therewith
your faces and hands. Allah does not want to place you in
difficulty, but He wants to purify you, and to complete
His Favour on you that you may be thankful.” (5:6)

»2

How a sick person can perform the acts of Purification

1. It is obligatory on the sick person to purify himself with water,
that is to perform Wudhii’for the minor ritual impurity (passing
wind or urine or answering the call of nature) and to perform
a Ghusl for the major ritual impurity (sexual discharge).

2. If he is unable to use water for purification due to his weakness
or he fears that the illness will get worse as a result, or that his
recovery will be delayed, then he must perform 7Tayammum.

3. How to perform Tayan%mum: Strike clean earth with both
hands one time, then wipe your whole face and wipe your
hands, one over the other, leaving no part unwiped.
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4.

10.

11.

If he is unable to perform the purification act by himself,
someone should help him perform Wudhii’or Tayammum.

If he has a wound on one of his limbs (which are washed
for the purification act) he should wash it with water. If
washing with water affects him (adversely) then he can
wipe over the affected area with his wet hand. If wiping
also affects him, then he should perform 7Tayammum.

If he has a bandage or cast over some portion of his limbs,
he should wipe over it with a wet hand in place of washing
the limb and he doesn’t need to perform Tayammum since
the wiping took the place of washing.

It is permissible to perform Tayammum on a wall or any
clean place that has dust on it. If the wall has been covered
by paint or some other substance that is not of the category
of earthy substance, it shouldn’t be used for Tayammum
unless there is a coating of dust on it.

If Tayammum can’t be easily performed on the face of the
earth or a wall or other object having a dusty surface, there
is no harm in putting some clean dirt in a container or a
handkerchief, etc. and performing 7ayammum on that.

If he performed 7ayammum for one Sal4f, then kept in that
state until the next Salif comes in, he can pray with the first
Tayammum, and doesn’t need to perform a new Tayammum,
because he is still in a state of purification and nothing
occurred to cause its nullification.

It is obligatory for the sick person to clean his body of physical
filth. If he is unable, he should go ahead and pray as he is and
his Sal4tis valid. Also, he doesn’t have to repeat the Saliflater.

It is obligatory for the sick person to pray in clean clothes.
If physical filth gets on his clothes, he must wash it off or
change into clean clothes. If he is unable to, he should go
ahead and pray as he is and his Sa/ifis valid. In this situation
he doesn’t have to repeat the Saliflater.
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12. It is obligatory for the sick person to pray on something
clean, if the place becomes impure. It is obligatory to wash
the place, or replace it with something clean, or put some-
thing clean over it. If he is unable, he should go ahead and
pray as he is and his Sal4f is valid. In this situation he doesn’t
have to repeat the Saliflater.

13. It is not permitted for the sick person to postpone the Salif
from its time because he is too weak to purify himself. Rather
he should purify himself as much as he is able to, and perform
the Saldtin its time, even if there is some filth on his body or
clothes or his place which he is incapable to clean away.

How a sick person can perform Salit

)
.

It is obligatory for the sick person to pray standing, even if

leaning, or propped against a wall or on a crutch or staff, if
he needs the support.

2. If he cannot stand, he should pray sitting, and the best thing

is for him to sit cross-legged in the positions of Qiydm and
Rukii

3. If he cannot sit, he should lie on his side, facing the Qiblah,
and the right side is better to lie on. If he can’t manage to
face the Qiblah, he should face wherever he’s facing, and
his Salitis valid, and he doesn’t have to repeat it later.

4. If he cannot offer the Salif lying on his side, he should lie
on his back with his feet towards the Qiblah and if he’s
able, it is better for him to have his head propped up a bit
so that his face towards the Qiblah, again, if he can’t get
his feet facing the Qiblah, he should pray wherever he’s
facing and he doesn’t have to repeat the Salitlater.

5. It is obligatory for the sick person to perform Rukiiand
Sajdah in his Salat. If he is unable, he can make a gesture
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with his head, making the gesture for Szjdah more pro-~
minent than the gesture for Ruki‘ If he is able to perform
Rukii“but not Sajdah, he should perform Rukii‘normally
then make the substitute gesture for Sgjdah. And if he is
able to perform Sajdah, he should perform Sgjdah where
called for and make the substitute gesture for Rukii‘ and it
is not necessary to get a pillow to perform Sajdah on.

If he cannot move his head, he should make the signal for
Rukii“and Sajdah with his eyes, lowering his eyelids slightly
for Rukii4 and more for Sgjdah. As for gesturing with one’s
finger, as some sick people do, it is not correct, and I know
of no basis for it in the Qur’an or Sunnah or statements of
the scholars.

If he is unable to gesture with his head nor with his eyes,
he should pray in his heart, saying Takbir and reciting, and
making intention for Rukii®and Sgjdah and standing and
sitting in his heart, and everyone will be rewarded according
to their intention.

It is mandatory for the sick person to pray every Salif at its
appointed time, and to perform every act of it according to
his ability. If it proves difficult for him to pray each Salit
on time, he can join Dhuhrand “Asr, and Maghrip and Tsha’
together by delaying the first or offering second earlier,
whatever is easier for him. As for Fgjr, it must be prayed at
its regular time, without joining it to what is before it nor
to what is after it.

If the sick person travels for medical treatment to another
country or city, he may shorten his four Rak‘ah Salit, praying
Dhuhr, ‘Asr and 1shd’, each as two Rak‘ahs, until he returns
to his own place, whether the period of his journey is long
or short. (This is according to Shaikh Muhammad Salih “‘Uthaimin)
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Du‘d’ (Supplications) at the beginning of Sa/it
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1. “Oh Allah, put a distance between me and my sins like
the distance you put between the east and the west. Oh
Allah forgive me of my sins like the white robe is purified
from dirt. Oh Allah, wash my sins with water, snow and
hail.” (Agreed upon)
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[He # used to say it in the Fardh Salit] .

2. “Oh Allah, you are the King, none has the right to be
worshipped but You, You are my Lord, and I am Your slave.
I wronged my soul and I admit my sin, so forgive me of all
my sins, indeed, no one forgives sins except You. O Allah,
guide me to the best character, none can guide to the best of
it except You, and divert from me the evil (character), for
verily none can divert from me the evil of it except You”.
(Muslim)

[He # used to say it in Fard and Nafl Salif at the beginning
of it].
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1. “O Allah, verily I seek refuge with You from the torment
of Hell, and from the torment of the grave, and from the
trial of life and death and from the evil of the trial of the
Dajjal (the Antichrist).” (Muslim)

[He 4 used to make this Du4’at the end of Tashahhud] .
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2. “Oh Allah, 1 seek refuge with you from the evil of what I
have done and from the evil of what I haven’t done.”
(NVas4d’%, and it is authentic)

How to perform Salit over a dead person (Funeral Prayer)

Make the intention for Funeral (Jandzah) Prayer in your heart
and say four Takbirs.

1. After the first Takbir, say A’udhu billdhi ... i.e. seek refuge
with Allah from Shaitin and say Bismillihir Rahménir Rahim
then recite Surah Al-Fitihah.

2. After the second Takbir, recite Salit-ul-Iprahimia on the
Prophet # just as you do in Sa/4t:
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“Allghumma salli ‘Alg Muhammadm wa ald ali Muhammadin
kamd sallaita ‘ald Ibrahima ..
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“Oh Allah have mercy on and reward Muhammad and

the family of Muhammad as You had mercy and rewarded
Ibrahim ... etc.”

3. After the third Takbir supplicate the following Du 4’ reported
from the Prophet #&:
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“Oh Allah, forgive our living and our dead, and those of us
present and those of us who are absent, and our young and
our old, and our male and female. Oh Allah, whomsoever
You caused to live among us, make them live on Islam,
and those whom You cause to die among us, make him
die on Iman (belief). Oh Allah, do not hold back from us
his reward, and do not test us after him.” (Ahmad and
Tirmidhi, and At-Tirmidhi said that it is good and authentic)

4. After the fourth7akbir, supplicate as you wish, then end
with Saldm to the right.

Allah 3% said:

s > St T3 g )/;/{ .’f)”‘ .
Q>3u~’w‘ryp)$== \_))’)’\0-’1 “—;‘w;:my%
y)

5 it

h

%,,,ﬁi’t’;y[’um SyedTs 30 568 5501 s
“Everyone shall taste death. And only on the Day of

Resurrection shall you be paid your wages in full. And
whoever is removed away from the Fire and admitted to
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Paradise, he indeed is successful. The life of this world is
only the enjoyment of deception (a deceiving thing).”
(3:185)

And the poet said:

“Make provision for the inevitable, for death has an appointment with
every slave.

And repent for the sin you committed while alive, and be aware before
the final sleep.

You will be sorry if you travel without provision, and you will be
miserable when the caller calls.

Do you want to be in the company of people, who have provision while
you have none?”
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1. “The Prophet # used to go out to a designated area for
Salét on the festival at the end of Ramadhan (Zid-ul-Fifr)

and the feast of the sacrifice ( £id-ul-Adh-h4), and the first
thing he would start with would be Sa/it. ” (Bukhari)

2. The Prophet # said:
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“The number of Takbirs for Salif of Eid-ul-Fifr is seven
in the first Rak‘ah and five in the second, then recitation
after them in both Rakahs.” (Abi Diwid, and it is good)
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3. The Prophet # would order us to have all the women come
out for Zid-ul-Fitr and Fid-ul-Adh-ha:
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“Including the unmarried, the menstruating and the virgins;
as for those menstruating, they should stay away from
the place of Salif. And they would witness the blessing and
the supplications of the Muslims.” I (the narrator) said to
him, “One of us may not have an outer garment.” He said,
“One of her sisters should clothe her with one of her
outer garments.” (Agreed upon)

What can be deduced from the Ahadith:

1. Salat of the two %id (festivals) is part of the religion and it is
two Rak‘ahs. One should say seven 7akbir in the beginning
of the first Rak‘ah and five in the beginning of the second
Rak‘ah. Then recite Al-Fatihah and whatever is easy.

2. ‘Eid prayer should be at an open ground near the city and the
§ Prophet # used to go out for the two %id prayers. Everyone
would go out with him for the Zid prayer including the
children, women, young girls and even women who couldn’t
pray because of menstruation.

Ibn Hajar said in Fath-ul-Bari: “It indicates that one should
go out to an open space to pray. And the prayer shouldn’t be
in the Masjid except if there is no alternative.”
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Emphasis upon offering a
Sacrifice for the Fid- Ul—Adb—ba

1. Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Verily, the first thing we start with on this day of ours is
Salat, then we go back and sacrifice an animal. Whoever
did so, he has acted according to our Sunnah. And whoever
slaughters before the prayer, it is only meat he provided
for his family, and it is not part of the rites (of Adh-hd) in
the least.” (Agreed upon)

2. And he # said:
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“Oh people, on every house there is a sacrifice (due).”
(Ahmad, Abu Diwiid, At-Tirmidhi, Ibn Mzjah and An-Nasi’i.
Ibn Hajar brought evidence strengthening it in Fath-ul- Biri)

3. And he ¥ said:
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“Whoever has the means to sacrifice but doesn’t do so,
then he should not come near our place of %id prayer.”
(Ahmad and others. It was graded by the checker of Jami*
ul-Usil)
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1. “The Prophet # went out to the designated prayer area
(Al-Musalld) to pray for rain. First he made Du4’asking
for rain, then he turned towards the Qiblah and prayed
two Rakahs. He turned his cloak over, and placed the
right side of his cloak was on his left.” (Bukhairi)
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2. Anas bin Malik < narrates that when ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab <

was Khalifah (caliph) and there was a drought, he would
ask ‘Abbas # to lead the prayer for rain, saying:

“O Allah we used to seek the intercession of Your Prophet #,
and You would send us rain, and now we seek intercession
of the uncle of Your Prophet # so send us rain,” and the
rain would come. (Bukhari)

This Hadith proves that the Muslims used to seek intercession
to Allah through the Messenger # during his lifetime, asking
him to make Du 4’ for them for the descent of rain, and when
he # departed this world, they did not continue to ask him
to make Du%’ rather they requested his uncle ‘Abbas « for
it, who was still alive, and so ‘Abbas would stand to make
Du 3’ to Allah for them.
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1. ‘Aishah ¥ narrated:
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“The sun was eclipsed during the lifetime of Allah’s
Messenger #, he sent a caller to announce ‘“As-Salat-u-
Jamia (Saldf in congregation),” then he stood and prayed
two Rak‘ahs with four Rukii‘and four Sajdahs.” (Bukhari)

2. And ‘Aishas & said:
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“The sun was eclipsed during the lifetime of the Prophet #,
so the Prophet stood and led the people in Salif, and his
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recitation was long. Then he raised his head and recited
for a long time. Then he performed Rukii‘and he stayed
bowing for a long time. Then he raised his head and recited
for a long time, but less than the first. Then he performed
Rukii‘ and stayed bowing a long time, but less than the
first Rukii< Then he raised his head, then he performed
two Sgjdah. Then he stood and prayed a second Raki‘
like the first. Then he made 7aslint, by that time the sun
had reappeared. He then addressed the people, saying:
‘The sun and the moon do not go into eclipse because of
anyone’s death nor his life. Rather they are two signs
from among the signs of Allah, which He shows to his
slaves. So when you see that, leave everything for Salif,
and pray to Allah and perform Salif and give charity.

O followers of Muhammad no one is more jealous than
Allah that His slave commits adultery, male or female. O
followers of Muhammad, by Allah, if you only knew
what I know, you would laugh little and cry a lot. Did I
convey (the Message)?”” (Bukhari with this wording and
Muslim in a condensed version)

Salit-ul-Istikhdrah
(Prayer to seek guidance for what is better)

Jabir < said:
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The Prophet # used to teach us Istikhirah in all affairs in
the way he would teach us a Surah of the Qur’an. He
would say: “If one of you is concerned about something
and is in need of guidance from Allah, he should make
two Rakahs of optional Salat, then say: ‘Oh Allah, verily I
seek the good from You by Your Knowledge, and I seek
the Decree from You by Your Power and I ask You of
Your tremendous bounty. Because You are able and I am
not, and You know and I do not know; and You are the
Total Knower of the unseen. ‘Oh Allah, if You know this
affair (and he should name it) is good for me, in my
religion and my livelihood and the final outcome of my
affairs (or he # said: In my immediate affairs and my
long term ones) then decree it for me, and make it easy
for me, and bless me in it, and if You know this affair
(and he should name it) is evil for me in my religion and
my livelihood and in the final outcome of my affairs (or
he # said: In my immediate affairs and my long term
ones), then divert it away from me, and divert me away

from it, and decree for me the good wherever it may be,
then make me content with that.” (Buk#sri)

This Salaf and Du‘d’ should be done by the person for himself
just as he takes medicine for himself, with the certainty that his
Lord, Whom he consulted for the right choice, will direct him
to what is best for him. And the sign that the thing is good is
that Allah will make the means of its attainment easy for him.
And beware of seeking guidance in one’s affairs by methods
outside the Sunnah, such as dream interpretation or numerology
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(for instance, checking the compatibility of prospective spouses
by the numerical values of their names) or other methods which
have no basis in the religion.

Beware of passing in front of a praying Person

Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“If the person passing in front of someone offering Salit
knew what he was incurring, he would prefer to wait 40
rather than pass in front of him.”

One of the narrators, Abu Nadr, said, “I don’t know if he
said 40 days or months or years”. (Bukhiri)

In the version related by Ibn Khuzaimah it is mentioned “40
years” and Ibn Hajar declared it authentic.

This Hadith indicates that passing in front of one offering Salit
in the area where he makes Szjdah is a sin and therefore it is
harmful. And if he only knew what kind of sin he was committing
and the punishment for it, he would rather wait 40 years than to
- pass. However, to pass in front of someone at a distance is no sin, in
accordance with the implication of the Hadlith which stipulates
the place where the praying person places his hands in Szjdah.

The one offering Salit is required to put a Sufrah (obstruction
block) in front of him, so that the passer-by notices and can
pass on the other side of it [the Sufrah is any solid object, such
as a stick or spear or a column or wall etc., preferably higher
than a cubit (the length of your arm from the elbow to the
finger tips)]. The Prophet # said:
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“When one of you prays behind anything which screens
him from the people, then if someone wants to pass between
him and the Sufrah, he should repel him by pushing at his
chest. And if he refuses (to go around the Sufrah, or go a
different way) then fight him, for he is a devil.” (Agreed upon)

This authentic Hadith which Al-Bukhéri reported and which
warns against passing in front of a praying person includes the
Sacred Masjid in Makkah and the Prophet’s Magjid in Al-Madinah,
as it is a general statement. And the Prophet # said it either in
Makkah or Al-Madinah. And the proof for that is as follows:

Al-Bukhari titled one chapter in this regard:

Chapter: The person offering Salat should repulse that person
who tries to pass in front of him

He said: “Ibn Umar repelled someone passing in front of him
while he was in Tashahhud in front of the Ka‘bah and he said:
‘If he refuses every alternative except fighting, then fight him.”
Hafidh Ibn Hajar said: “Mentioning the Ka‘bah specifically is
because no one should assume that passing is excusable there
because it is a crowded place. This report which Al-Bukhari
mentioned was also reported by a connected chain of narrators
by his Shaikh Abti Nu‘aim in his “Book of Salat”

To sum up: Passing in front of a person praying Salif within
the area where he performs Szjdah is Hardim (forbidden). There
is sin in doing so, and it carries a severe threat, if the person has
placed a Sufrah in front of himself, whether in Makkah or Al-
Madinah or anywhere else, based on the preceding AAddith.
And perhaps it is excusable for one who has a pressing need in
a very crowded place.
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The Recitation of the Messenger &

1. Allah 35 said:

35950 55
“...And recite the Qur’an (aloud) in a slow, (pleasant tone
and) style.” (73:4)
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2. “The Prophet # would not complete a recitation of Qur’an
in less than 3 days.” (According to an authentic report collected
by Ibn Sa’ad)
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3. He # used to recite each A4 [yaf (verse) separately such as:
“All the praises and thanks are to Allah, the Lord of the
“Alamin (mankind, jinns and all that exists).” Then he
would pause. “The Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful.”
Then he would pause. (7irmidhi)

25 LA S5t (A Sy 3B o2ty STAN1ES,
[.)}\)ﬁi oly, @M]

4. He # used to say: “Adorn the Qur’an with your voices,
(reciting the Qur’an in a) fair voice will increase the beauty
of the Qur’an.” (Abi Diwiid, and it is authentic)
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5. “He # used to elongate his voice with (the vowels of) the
Qur’an” (i.e. Those that are appropriate to be stretched).
(Ahmad, and it is authentic)
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6. “He # used to rise up when he heard the rooster crow.”
(Agreed upon)
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7. “He # used to pray in his sandals.” (some times) (Agreed upon)
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8. “He # used to count the 7asbih [glorifications of Allah (on
his right hand)]. (Zirmidhiand Abi Diwiid, and it is authentic)
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9. “When anything troubled him, he # used to offer Saldt.”
(Ahmad and Abi Dawiid, and it is good) '
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10 “When he # sat in his Sa/if, he would keep his hands on

his knees, and he would raise his right, index finger and
supplicate with it.” (Muslim)
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11.“He # used to move his right, (index) finger while suppli-~
cating with it.” (WVas4Z, and it is authentic)

And the Prophet # said:
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“That is harder on Shaifin (the devil) than being beaten
with iron (referring to the index finger).” (4hmad, and its
is good)
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12. “And he # used to place his right hand over his left hand
on his chest (in ths Sa/df) .” (Ibn Khuzaimah and others)

13. All the four Imadms stated: “If the Hadlith is authentic then
that’s my Madh-hab (way)”, so moving the finger and placing
the hands on the chest in the Salif is part of their Madh-
hab, and is Sunnah in the Salaf.

14.Imam Malik and Imam Ahmad and some Shafi4 scholars
explicitly recommended moving the index finger in Salif as
being Sunnah. And the Prophet # mentioned the wisdom
behind it in the previously mentioned Hadith, because the
movement of the single finger is symbolic of Tawhid: i.e.
Allah’s Oneness and his unique right to be worshipped. That
is harder on Shaitin than being beaten with iron as he hates
Tawhid.

So it is obligatory on the Muslim to follow the Prophet &
and not to object to his Sunnah, for he # said:
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“Pray as you have seen me praying.” (Bukhari)
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The Prophet’s worship of Alldh

1. Allah 3& said:
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“Oh you, wrapped in garments (i.e. Prophet Muhammad #£).
Stand (to pray) all night, except a little.” (73:1,2)

2. ‘Aishah ¥ said:
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The Prophet # did not use to exceed eleven Rakahs in
Ramadhan or in other months. He would pray four; don’t
ask about how long and how fine they were. He would
pray another four; do not ask me for how long and how
fine they were; then he would pray three. I asked him:
“Do you sleep before you offer Witr?” He said, “‘Aishah,
my eyes sleep but my heart is awake.” (Agreed upon)

3. Aswad bin Yazid said: I asked ‘Aishah ¥ about the Salif
of Allah’s Messenger # at night. She said:
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“He used to sleep the first part of the night, then he would
get up (and pray). When dawn was near he would offer
Witr, then come to bed. If he had need of his wife he
would have sex with her, then when he heard the Adhin
he would jump up. If he was Junub (in a state of sexual
defilement), he would take a bath, and if not, he would
make Wudhi’, then go out for Salit.” (Bukhari, Muslim
and others)

4. Abii Hurairah < said:
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Allah’s Messenger # used to stand until his feet would
swell. It was said to him, “Oh Messenger of Allah! You
do all that when Allah has forgiven you your past and
future sins?” He said, “Shouldn’t I be a grateful slave?” .
(Agreed upon)

5. Allah’s Messenger # said:
3 s 15 elads CEN LA B e d) ¢
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“What was made dear to me of your world (i.e. the worldly
matters) is women and perfume; and the coolness of my
eyes is in Saldt” (Ahmad, and it is authentic)
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Zakat and its Importance in Islam

Zakat is an obligatory charity due on wealth, with certain
conditions, and to be distributed to specific groups of people at
a specific time.

Zakatis a pillar of Islam and one of its most important components.
It is mentioned and linked to Saldfin a great number of places
in the Book of Allah 3&.

The Muslims have agreed indisputably that Zakat is obligatory.
Whoever denies its obligatory nature after knowing this, is a
Kafir, outside the fold of Islam. And whoever is miserly, with-
holding some or all of it, then he is an unjust oppressor, befitting
of punishment.

Among the proofs of its obligatory nature are the Statements of
Allah 3&:

€ 5891 St 25
“And offer prayers perfectly (lgamat-as-Salaf) and give
Zakat...” (2:110)
And Allah 3% said:
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“And they were commanded not, but that they should
worship Allah, and worship none but Him Alone (abstaining
from ascribing partners to Him), and offer prayers perfectly
(Igamat-as-Salah) and give Zaksdf, and that is the right
religion.” (98:5)

Ibn Umar @3 said:
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The Prophet # said: “Islam is based on five” and he
mentioned... “to give Zakat”

Al-Bukhari reported that when the Prophet # sent Mu‘adh to
Yemen, he said:
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“And if they obey you in that, inform them that Alldh has
obligated them with Zaksif to be taken from their rich
and distributed among their poor.”

Whoever refuses to pay it while claiming that it is not necessary
is a disbeliever as Allah 3% said:

L L, 2 P4 P /lg///_“ ° -
§ o1 3 S35Rp LT R Sk LAU\)\_,:boLf%e

“But if they repent, offer prayers perfectly (lgimat-as-Salaf
and give Zakat, then they are your brethren in religion.” (9:11)

It can be understood from these verses that the one who doesn’t
establish Sa/df nor does he pay Zakt, he is not our brother in the
religion, rather he is a disbeliever. For that reason Abli Bakr
fought those who differentiated between Saldf and Zakait regarding
their obligatory nature. And the Sahdbah agreed with his decision
and carried it out, so it proves their consensus on the issue.

There is great wisdom in the institution of Zakat. It fulfills many
major aims of the Shariah resulting in comprehensive benefits,
which become clear to one who ponders the texts of the Qur’an
and Sunnah that order for its payment; for instance, the Ayaf of
Surah Atf-Tawbah which explains where the Zakdrt should be
distributed, and other verses and Ahadith which encourage charity

and spending for good causes in general. Among the aspects of
this wisdom are:
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1.

Purification of the believer’s soul from the stains of sins and
transgressions and their negative effects on the hearts, and
the cleansing of his soul from the despicable qualities of
miserliness and stinginess and their effects. Allah 3% said:
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“Take Sadagah (alms) from their wealth in order to purify
them and sanctify them.” (9:103)

. To fulfill the needs of the poor Muslim and fo preserve his

honor from the humiliation of asking other than Allah.

. Lightening the burden of the ‘Muslim debtor by helping to

pay off his debts.

. To bring infirm hearts on belief and Islam, bringing them

from a state of doubt, spiritual uneasiness and weak faith to
firmly rooted faith and complete certainty.

. Equipping fighters in the way of Allah and preparing the

military equipment and material for the spread of Islam and
the defeat of disbelief and corruption. This is for the establish-~
ment of justice between the people so that there will be no
more Fitnah (Shirk in its beguiling and confusing manifes-
tations), and so that religion (worship) be solely for Allah
Alone in the entire world.

Helping the stranded Muslim traveler to complete his journey;
he is given from the Zakzif what he needs to get back home.

Purification of wealth and its increase, and protection from
ruin through the blessing incurred by the obedience of Allah,
and honoring of His order; and kindness to His creation.

This is some of the sublime wisdom and noble purposes for
which Zakit was mandated. There are many more wisdom
as well, and no one can comprehend them all except Allah 3&.
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Zakat is mandatory on four things:

First: The produce of the earth of grain and fruits; as per the
Statement of Allah 3&:
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“Oh you who believe! Spend of the good things which you
have (legally) earned, and of that which We have produced
from the earth for you, and do not aim at that which is
bad to spend from it, (though) you would not accept it
save if you close your eyes and tolerate therein...” (2:267)

And the Statement of Allah 3% :
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“...but pay the due thereof (its Zakat, according to Allah’s
orders 1/10th or 1/20th) on the day of its harvest...” (6:141)

And the greatest of dues on wealth is the Zakat, the Prophet # said:
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“On a land irrigated by rain water or by natural water
channels or if the land is wet due to a nearby water channel,
Ushr (i.e. one~tenth) is compulsory (as Zakdd; and on
the land irrigated by the well, half of the Ushr (i.e. one-
twentieth) is compulsory (as Zak4f) on the yield of the land.”

Second: Gold, silver and money; Allah 3% said:
2 N5 Azl CA3 S <l
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“...And those who hoard up gold and silver and spend it
not in the way of Allah—announce unto them a painful
torment.” (9:34)

And in Szhih Muslim, Abi Hurairah & reported that the
Prophet # said:
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“There is no possessor of gold and silver who does not pay
the due on them except that on the Day of Judgement, the
gold and silver will be beaten into sheets of fire which
will be further heated in the fire of Hell, then his flanks
and forehead and back will be branded with them; every
time they cool down they will be replaced with heated
sheets. That will go on for a day which will last 50,000
years, until all the slaves have been judged.”

The “due” referred to is Zakit, as it is mentioned in another version:
2
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“There is no possessor of a hoarded treasure who does
not pay its Zakat. (Muslim)

Third: Business inventory: That is, goods owned to be sold. This
includes real estate, animals, foods, drinks, cars, etc. The owner
should calculate their value at the end of his first year of business
(and every year after that), and pay 2.5% of their current value,
whether their value is the same as when he bought them or has
gone up or down.

It is mandatory for the business owners like grocers, auto dealers,
parts stores, to conduct a detailed account each year and pay the
required Zakdfon it; if that is hard on them, they can play safe and
pay enough to be sure they have discharged their responsibility.
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Fourth: Livestock, that is camels, cattle, sheep and goats, on the
condition that they are free grazing, not fed with grain or specially
prepared foods, raised for breeding and milk production, and
the number of head reaches the minimum payable level.

Note: If the cattle is fed with grain or specially prepared food,
and is being raised for sale, Zakat must be paid on it, not because
it is livestock but because it is a commodity for sale (the third
category). Payable at 2.5% of its sale value if it reaches the
minimum payable value for merchandise (either by itself or in
conjunction with other merchandise for sale).

1. Grains and fruit: five Awsug which equal 618 kilograms.

The Zaksit due is 10% on what is irrigated by rainfall, or
springs, or other natural means, 5% if it is irrigated by
methods which require labour and/or capital.

2. Gold, silver and currency:
a) Gold: 20 Dinars or 85 grams. The Zakat due is 2.5%.
- b) Silver: 5 Awzdg which equals 595 grams. The Zakzf due is 2.5%.

¢) Paper Money: The value of 85 grams of gold or 595 grams
of silver in that currency.

3. Merchandise for sale: The value is calculated, and if it reaches
the Nisab of gold or silver, Zakit is due on it at the rate of
2.5% of its value.

4. Livestock:

a) Camels: the minimum Nisgb is five camels. The Zakaf due
is a sheep.

b) Cattle: The minimum Nisdbis 30 cows. The Zakatdue is a
one year old.
c) Sheep and goats: The minimum Nisdb is 40 head. The
Zakat due is one sheep.
One in need of more details should refer to books of Hadlith or Figh.
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Table of Zakdt for free grazing livestock:

Sheep and Goats
Liable to pay
from _ to Zakdt due
40 120 One sheep
VA 200 Two sheep
201 300 Three sheep

And so on, for every 100 extra sheep, one extra sheep is due.

Note: Billy goat and too old animal whose teeth have fallen out
should not be taken for Zakat nor the worst of wealth. Likewise
a pregnant ewe or a female camel should not be taken for Zakit
nor the best of wealth.

Camels
Liable to pay
from to Zakdt due
5 9 One ewe (female sheep)

10 14 Two ewes
15 19 Three ewes
20 24 Four ewes
25 35 One 1-year-old female camel
36 45 One 2-year-old female camel
46 60 One 3-year-old female camel
61 75 One 4-year-old female camel
76 90 Two 2-year-old female camels
91 120 Two 3-year-old female camels

121 160 Three 2-year-old female camels

- After that, for every forty camels, one extra 2-year-old camel is due;
and for every exira fifty camels, one extra 3~year-old camel is due.
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| Cattle
; to Zakdt due
| 30 39 One 1-year-old cow

40 59 One 2-year-old cow

60 89 Two 1-year-old cows

After that, for every thirty extra head, one extra 1-year-old cow is
due and for every forty extra head, one extra 2-year-old cow is due.

(This table is taken from the book A Zakzit Guide by Adil Rashad Ghunaim)

The basic text which describes how Zakédf should be distributed
is the Word of Alldh &&:
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“As-Sadaqat (here it means obligatory charity, i.e. Zaka?)
are only for the Fugard’ (the poor who do not beg), and
Al-Masakin (the poor who beg) and those employed to
collect the (funds); and to attract the hearts of those who
have been inclined (towards Islam); and to free the
captives; and for those in debt; and for Allah’s cause (i.e.
for Mujdhidiin — those fighting in a battle on behalf of
Islam), and for the way-farer (a traveler who is cut off
from everything); a duty imposed by Allah. And Allah is
All-Knower, All-Wise.” (9:60)

| Allah explained in this Ayah eight categories, all of them deserving
to receive Zakdit, they are:
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1. The Faqir (destitute): He is the poor person who possesses
half of his minimum needs or less. He is more needy than
the Miskin.

2. The Miskin: He is poor, but he is better off than the Fagir,
like one who possesses 70% or 80% of his needs, for instance.
The proof that the Fagir is more in need than the Miskin is
the Statement of Allah J&:
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“As for the boat, it belonged to poor people (Masikin)
working in the sea...” (18:79)

They were described as being Miskin although they owned a boat.

The Miskin and Fagir should be given of the Zakaf that will
suffice them for the coming year since Zak4t is only due once a
year, so it is only fitting that they get enough to last them until
its next distribution.

The necessity should be based on what he and his family need
of food, clothing, housing, and anything which one cannot do
without, living on a moderate level, neither extravagantly nor
very tight. (The family includes everyone whom the recipient
has a responsibility to support). The level of necessity varies
from era to era and place to place and to some extent between
one individual and another. What is sufficient for a person in
one society is not sufficient for a person in another. And what
was enough ten years ago may not be enough today. Likewise
what is enough for one person may not be enough for another,
according to the different number of dependents and obligatory
expenditures he may have, etc.

The scholars have given the Fatwai (legal verdict) that necessity
includes medical treatment of the ill, and helping single people to
get married, and acquiring necessary books of religious knowledge.

For the Fagir and Miskin to be eligible for receiving Zakat, they
must be Muslim and not from the lineage of Bani Hashim and
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their slaves. Also, they should not be close relatives of the donor
for whom he is sponsor as his parents, children, and wives.
Finally, he should not be able-bodied who is able to earn a
living, based on the statement of the Prophet :
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“There is no portion in it for the wealthy nor for the strong,
who can earn his living.” (Aamad, Abii Dawiid and An-Nasa’i
It was graded authentic by the checker of Jami“ul-Usiil)

3. The collectors of Zakat: They are those appointed by the ruler
of the Muslim state or his deputy to perform one of the duties
necessary for the establishment of Zakat in the society, such
as collecting it, storing it, keeping its records and accounts,
guarding it, transporting it and distributing it, etc.

The Zakaf employee should be paid a wage comparable to
that of a person doing a similar job in some other organization,
and according to how much time he works for the Zakit
purpose, even if he is rich, as long as he is a rational, adult
Muslim, trustworthy, and qualified for the job; however, if
he is from Bani Hashim he cannot receive a wage from the
Zakat money. This is based on the Hadith of Muslim, on the
authority of Al-Muttalib bin Rabi‘ah that the Prophet # said:

2 JY ais Y ”l.aj\ L);))
“Sadagah (charity) is not beﬁﬁmg for the family of Muhammad.”

4. For the weak faith: Those whose hearts are to be drawn close.
These are persons of authority and influence among their clans,
tribes, nations, etc. who, it is hoped, will become Muslim; or if
they are shaky new Muslims, to strengthen their attachment
to Islam so that their belief can take root firmly; or that his

peers might become Muslim, or to protect the Muslims or to
deflect the harm they are capable of inflicting.
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This category is still eligible for Zakdf, and it has not been
abrogated. They are to be given what it takes to reconcile their
hearts to Islam, and supporting and defending it. This portion
may even be given to a disbeliever, because the Prophet # gave
Safwan bin Umaiyyah a portion of the spoils of Hunain. (Muslim)

It may also be given to a Muslim, for the Prophet # gave to Abu
Sufyan bin Harb, Aqra’ bin Habis, and to ‘Uyainah bin Hisn 100
camels each. (Muslim)

5. To free slaves: This includes freeing a slave outright, or helping
a slave who has contracted with his owner to purchase his
own freedom, to make his payments. It also includes paying
the ransom of Muslim prisoners of war to rescue them from the
enemy. This is included in this category because the prisoner of
war is in a state of bondage and his need is even more pressing
as he is in danger of being killed or forced to abandon Islam.

6. Debtors: They are those who have incurred debts and they
" are specified as responsible for the discharge of those debts.

Debts are of two kinds:

a) Debts incurred by a person for something which is permissible
in Islam, for instance, for clothing, or his family’s living
expenses, or to get married, or for medical treatment, or to
build a house, or necessary furnishing, or to pay for accidental
damages to another person’s property. In such cases he
should be given what it takes to discharge the debt if he is
too poor to do so himself, and if the debt was incurred in
obedience to Allah or in a lawful matter.

And it is required that the recipient be a Muslim, and that he
not be well-off, able to discharge the debt on his own, and
that the debt was not incurred in disobedience to Allah. It is
also required that the payment is already due, or will be due
in the coming year, and, finally, the debt must be owed to a
human being, which excludes financial debts to Allah such
as expiation for broken oaths or other sins or Zakat payments.
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b) Debts incurred by a person who incurs a debt for someone
else’s benefit, for instance, to make peace between two parties.
He is eligible for Zakaf, based on the Hadith of Qabisah
Hilali % who said:
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I took upon myself responsibility for someone else’s debt,
so I came to the Prophet # to ask his help. He # said, “Wait
until some Zakaf payment comes in and I will order some
of it to be given to you.” Then he said, “Oh Qabisah, asking
for money is only permissible in three cases: A man who
took responsibility for another’s debt, so it is permissible
for him to ask until he gets what covers the debt, then he
stops asking; or a man who was beset by a disaster which
destroyed his property and wealth, in which case it is
permissible for him to ask until he gets what it takes to put
him back on his feet (or he # said: what it takes to fill his
need); or a person beset by poverty, and three men of dis-
cernment from his people say: so-and-so is poverty stricken. So
asking is permissible for him until he gets what is takes to put
him back on his feet, (or he # said: what it takes to fill his
need); anything besides that is corruption, Oh Qabisah. The
one who gets it is consuming corruption.” (Azmad & Muslim)
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It is also permissible to pay the debt of a dead person from
Zakat funds, because it is not necessary for the money to pass
through the debtor’s hands. (This is a fine point of the Qur’anic
text, because for some categories it is stated that the Zakaf is
for them but as for the debtor, a different preposition is used
which would be translated as “in the debtor”, that is: in his
case or in his interest.) His ability to posses the Zaksf is not a
condition for its payment on his behalf.

7. In the way of Allah: This goes to volunteers for Jihdd who
are not on the government payroll, and those who guard the
Muslim frontiers militarily. Both the poor and the rich are
eligible, and it doesn't include general charitable spending,
otherwise there would have been no point in mentioning
the other seven categories in the Qur’anic verse, since they
would all be included in general charitable spending.

The broad meaning of Jihdd is appropriate for inclusion in this
category. That is, comprehensive, Islamic education, repelling
the idiological onslaught of anti-Islamic forces, answering the
doubts and suspicions they raise, distribution of useful Islamic
books, and funding reliable sincere Islamic workers to devote
their energies full-time to the propagation of Islam and the
countering of anti-Islamic missionary and atheist activities; etc.
The basis for this is the Hadith of the Prophet #&:
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“Strive against the polytheists with your wealth, your lives

and your tongues.” (Abi Diwiid, and its chain of narration is
authentic)

8. The wayfarer: This is a person traveling from one land to
another. If he doesn’t have the means to complete his journey,
he may be given from the Zakzf what it takes him to complete
his journey, as long as the reason for his travel is not
disobedience to Allah. His travel should be for a purpose
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which is mandatory or recommended in Islam, or at least
permissible. Another condition is that he cannot find anyone
to loan him the money. It is also permissible to give the Zakat
to the wayfarer even if he has stayed a long time in some
place in the course of his journey, if the reason for his delay
is to secure some need within the range of possibility.

It is not mandatory to distribute the Zakzt on all eight categories
every year. But it is preferable bearing in mind the overall needs
and benefits, as perceived by the Muslim ruler or his deputy, or
the individual who is paying the Zakaif (in the absence of an
organized collection and distribution system).

1. Complying with the Order of Allah and His Messenger and

- giving precedence to what Allah and His Messenger love over
the selfish love for wealth.

2. Multiplying the reward of one’s good deeds. Allah 35 said:
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“The likeness of those who spend their wealth in the way
of Allah, is as the likeness of a grain (of corn); it grows
seven ears, and each ear has a hundred grains. Allah gives
manifold increase to whom He pleases.” (2:261)

3. Giving in charity and paying Zakaitis a proof for one’s belief,
and a marker indicating its presence. As mentioned in the Hadith.

8., siz- o
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“Charity is a proof.” (Muslim)

4. Purification from the pollution of sins and degraded character
Allah 3% said:
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- “‘//_‘/’ »-//:{f// P \’,/‘, f‘_"
s% \t )/_’}:_3 P.i_j.@/b “Mr.})jd“}:-\o-
“Take Sadagah (alms) from their wealth in order to purify
them and sanctify them with it...” (9:103)

5. The increase of wealth, the presence of blessing in it and its
protection from its evil, as per the Hadith:
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“Wealth never decreases due to charity.” (Muslim)

And the Statement of Alldh &&:
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«...and whatsoever you spend of anything (in Allah’s
cause), He will replace it. And He is the Best of providers.”
(34:39)

6. The giver of charity will be in the shade of his charity on the
Day of Judgement, as in the Hadith about the seven categories
of the people that Allah will shade in His Shade on the day
when there will be no shade except His Shade:

R Y P (PP I B P C T I I B P
((w‘éﬁ.‘uuﬁ@r}.ﬂ;y&\b\.& ;‘JMQMJ.?-))))
e zaxe]

“And a man who gives charity, secretly, until his left hand
doesn’t know what his right hand spent.” (Agreed upon)

7. 1t is a cause for the Mercy of Allah:
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“..and My Mercy embraces all things. That (Mercy) 1
shall ordain for those who are Muftagiin and give Zakat...”
(7:156)
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“...And those who hoard up gold and silver (A/-Kanz: the
money, gold and silver etc., the Zaksf of which has not
been paid), and spend it not in the way of Allah, —
announce unto them a painful torment. On the Day
when that will be heated in the fire of Hell and with it
will be branded their foreheads, their flanks, and their
backs (and it will be said unto them): ‘This is the treasure

which you hoarded for yourselves. Now taste of what you
used to hoard’.” (9:34,35)

. Ahmad and Muslim reported from Abii Hurairah < that the

Prophet # said:
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“There is none who possessed and stored wealth without
paying its Zakat except that it (the wealth) will be heated
in the fire of Hell, then shaped into sheets with which his
flanks and his forehead will be branded until Allah judges

The Pillars of Islam & Iman
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between His slaves on a day whose length will be 50,000
years. Then he will be shown his path, either to Paradise
or to the Hell-fire.”

3. Bukhari reported that the Prophet % said:

3¢ &f H{SE 32l 55 &@\gs ME NG 40267 35
r-‘ (4352 5%) wj@ »L ;,: AW a5 455 AR oAy 5

s 28 a8 el el b o
“Whoever is made wealthy by Allah, and does not pay
the Zakat of his wealth, then on the Day of Judgement his
wealth will be made to appear in the form of a poisonous
snake with two (black) spots (over the eyes). It will coil
around his neck, then it will seize him by the corners of

his mouth, saying, ‘I am your wealth, I am your treasure.”
Then he ¥ recited this verse:
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“And let not those, who covetously withhold of that which
Allah has bestowed on them of His Bounty (wealth), think
that it is good for them [and so they do not pay the obligatory
charity (Zakaf]. Nay, it will be worse for them; the things
which they covetously withheld shall be tied to their necks
like a collar on the Day of Resurrection...” (3:180)

4. Muslim reported the Prophet’s # statement:
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“There is no owner of camels or cows or goats or sheep
who does not pay their Zakat except that they (the animals)
will come on the Day of Judgement as big and fat as they
ever got, goring him with their horns, and trampling him
with their hooves. As soon as the last of them has finished,
the first of them is back again, and so on until Judgement
between the people is completed.”

First: It is right to distribute all Zakzf to one of the eight categories,
and it is not mandatory to distribute it on every category even
if they are present.

Second: It is permissible to pay all of a debtor’s debt or just part
of it.

Third: Zakit should not be paid to a disbeliever nor to an
‘ apostate (except for those whose hearts are to be drawn close)
! nor to one who has abandoned Sal/it, if one accepts the view
that such a person has become a disbeliever (which may be the
weightier view) except if it is given to him on the condition
that he performs Salif, as an incentive for him.

Fourth: It is not permissible to give Zakdf to a wealthy person,
since the Prophet # said:
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“There is no portion in it for the wealthy nor the strong
person who can earn (his living).” (4bi Dawriid with an
authentic chain of narration)

Fifth: It is not permitted for an individual to give Zakaf to
those he is obligated to support them as parents, children
and wives.
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Sixth: It is permitted for a woman to pay her Zakift to her
husband, if he is poor, since it is established that the wife of
Abdullah bin Mas‘id < wanted to pay Zakat to her husband
and the Prophet # affirmed her wish,

Seventh: Zakatf may not be transferred from one country to
another except in case of pressing need such as famine, or poor
people are not to be found in the country transfering the Zakait,
or to support Muyjihidin, or the righteous authority transfers it
for general benefit, etc.

Eighth: A person from one country who gains wealth in another
land, on which he is required to pay Zakat, must pay it where
the wealth was acquired, and should not transfer it to his country
of origin except in case of pressing need, as explained above.

Ninth: It is permissible to give a poor person from the Zakit
what will suffice him for several months or for the full year.

Tenth: Zakdit is mandatory on silver and gold, whether in the

_ form of coins, or bars, or jewellery which is owned or lent out,

or other forms, because the evidence mandating Zakat on gold
and silver are general, without detailed distinctions. There are
scholars who make an exception for jewellery which is worn
or lent, that no Zakst is due on that, but the first point of view
is stronger from the aspect of its supporting evidence and is
safer in discharging ones responsibility.

Eleventh: There is no Zakart on the property that the person needs
to use: for instance, food, drink, furnishing, a house, animals, a

car, clothing etc. The proof for all of that is the statement of the
Prophet #:
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“There is no (obligatory) charity on a Muslim with regard
to his horse and his slave.” (Agreed upon)
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The exception to this general rule is gold and silver jewellery,
as mentioned earlier.

Twelfth: Property which is set aside for rental purposes, such
as real estate and cars etc., the Zakdt due on it is levied on the
rent earned from it. After the lapse of a year, if it reaches the
minimum Nisab by itself or in conjunction with other property
in the same category, Zakatis due on it.
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Siyam (Fastings) and its Benefits

Allah 3% said:
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“Oh you who believe, fasting is prescribed for you as it
was prescribed for those before you that you may achieve
Tagqwa.” (2:183)

\
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(Tagwd is translated sometimes as piety, sometimes as consciousness
of Allah, sometimes as fear of Allah. It is derived from the word
Wigayah for “Shield” and the connection is explained by scholars:
To shield yourself from Allah’s wrath by hurrying to do what He
ordered you and by strictly avoiding what He has prohibited).

And the Prophet # said:
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“Siyam (fasting) is a shield (or a screen or a shelter) from
Hell-fire.” (Agreed upon)

1. He # also said:
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“Whoever observed fasting in Ramadhan with perfect
faith and seeking reward, he will have his previous sins
forgiven.” (Agreed upon)
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2. “Whoever stood to pray (7arawih) in Ramadhan with perfect
faith and seeking reward, he will have his previous sins
forgiven.” (Agreed upon)
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You should know, my fellow Muslims, that Allah has made
fasting obligatory, and it is an act of worship, and it has many
benefits, among them:

1. Fasting gives the digestive organs a rest, causes the body to get
rid of accumulated wastes which are detrimental to health. It
strengthens the body and is beneficial for the treatment of
many diseases. It also presents an opportunity for smokers to
break their addiction since they cannot smoke during the day.

2. Fasting is a training for the self, getting it used to good deeds
discipline, obedlence patience and smcemty

3. The fasting person feels his equality with all his fasting brethren;
he fasts with them and breaks fast with them, and he experiences
the general Islamic unity. He experiences hunger which should
make him sympathize with his brethren who are hungry and needy.

We should realize that Allah made Sawm (fasting) obligatory on
us as a way for us to worship Him. For the fasting to be acceptable
and beneficial, we should observe the following conditions:

1. Guard the Salit. Unfortunately many fasting pchons neglect
- Saldtwhich is a pillar of the religion and abandoning it is an
act of disbelief. :

2. Be well-mannered. Beware of disbelief and cursing the religion,
treating people badly, and using the fast as an excuse. Fasting
is to train the self not to ruin the manners, and disbelief puts
a Muslim outside of the religion.

3. Do not use foul or harsh language, even while joking, as it
will spoil (the reward of) the fast. Listen to the statement of
the Prophet #&:
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“If one of you is fasting, he should not use obscenity that
day nor shout; and if someone speaks abusively or wants
to fight with him, he should say: ‘Verily I'm fasting, verily
I’m fasting.” (Agreed upon)

4. Take advantage of fasting to give up smoking, which causes
cancer, high blood pressure and other diseases; try to make
a firm conviction to leave it by night as you left it by day.
Save your health and your money.

5. Do not overeat at the time of breaking the fast, as the benefit
of fasting is cancelled and it is not healthy.

6. Do not waste your time by going to movies or watching television.

7. Do not stay up so late at night that you are not able to wake
up for Sahir (the predawn meal) or Salit-ul-Fajr, or go to
work in the morning. The Prophet # said:
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“Oh Allah, bless my Ummah in their early mornings
- (acts).” (Ahmad and Tirmidhi, and it is authentic)

[Ummah is sometimes translated as nation, or community of
believers, or followers. Each Prophet had an Umimah that he
was sent to. The word Ummah is usually used for the people
who believed in the Prophet].

8. Increase spending in charity, on relatives and the needy.
Visit your relatives, and make peace with those with whom
you have had disputes.

9. Increase your remembrance of Allah, recitation of Qur’an,
listening to it, and contemplation of its meanings. Act on it
and attend the beneficial discussions in the mosques. Practise
I'tikar (secluding oneself for the purpose of worship) in the
Masjid at the end of Ramadhan (this is Sunnah).

10.Read the pamphlets on fasting to learn ifs rules. For instance,
if you ate or drank, forgetting that you were fasting, it doesn’t
break the fast (but you have to stop immediately as soon as
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you realize what you're doing). Another example: A person
who became Junub at night (because of intercourse, for
example), and he doesn’t get a chance to perform a Ghusl/
(bath) before the appearance of dawn, that doesn’t prevent
him from fasting; he just has to perform the Ghusl and offer
Salif and go ahead and observe Sawm (fast).

11.Be mindful of the fast of Ramadhan, and get your children
used to it when they are able to endure it. Beware of breaking
the fast without a valid excuse. Whoever does so must repent
for that and make up for that day, and whoever has inter-~
course with his wife during the daytime of Ramadhan he
has to expiate the sin. He must free a slave if he’s able to do
so. If not, he should fast two months continuously (60 days
without missing a day); and if he can’t do that, he should
feed 60 poor persons one meal.

12.Beware, my Muslim brothers, from breaking the fast of
Ramadhan without excuse. And beware of doing so openly
in front of people. Because breaking the fast is audacity with
Allah, disrespect for Islam, and shamelessness among the
people. And you should realize that the one who doesn’t fast,
doesn’t really have an Zid (festival) because the %id is the
occasion of great happiness for those who completed the
fasts and hope their worship to be accepted.

Virtues of Ramadhan:
1. The Prophet # said:
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“When Ramadhan starts, the doors of heaven are opened,
the doors of Hell are closed and the devils are chained
up.” And in another version: “When Ramadhan starts,
the doors of Paradise are opened.” And in another version:
“The doors of mercy are opened.” (Agreed upon)

2. In a version reported by At-Tirmidhi:
PUEE i o222 5165 155 rupu FEG st 6355
Bl 2 s3] (OUES) o285 £ A K 3 ells GE G
“And a caller calls out: Oh you who crave the good, come on!
And Oh you who crave evil, abstain! And Allah has certain

people whom he frees from the (Hell) Fire every night until
Ramadhan ends.” (Declared Hasan by Albani in AI-Mishka?)

3. Allah 35 says:
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“Every good deed of the son of Adam is multiplied in
reward 10 to 700 times except for fasting, for it is for Me
and [ will grant the reward for it. He (the fasting person)
leaves his passion and his food for My sake. The fasting
person has two moments of happiness: One moment
when he ends his fasting for the day (/ftar) and the other
when he meets his Lord. And the smell which issues from

the mouth of the fasting person is more pleasant to Allah
than the smell of musk (fragrance).” (Agreed upon)

Guarding the tongue:
Allah’s Messenger # said.: }
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“Whoever does not abstain from deceitful speech and actions,
Allah is not in need of him leaving his food and drink.” (Bukhar)

Ending the fast (Ifar), supplication, & the predawn meal ( Safhir):
1. The Prophet # said: |
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“When one of you breaks the fast, he should do so with
dates, because it is blessed. If he couldn’t get dates, then (he
should break it with) water, because it purifies.” (7irmidhi,
and the checker of Jami‘ ul-Usiil graded it authentic)

2. The Prophet used to say at the time of Ifz‘ar
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“Oh Allah I kept the fast for You, and with Your sustenance
I am breaking (my fast). The thirst is gone, and the veins
replenished, and the reward is confirmed, if Allah wills.”
(Abii Dawiid, and the checker of Jami“ ul-Usil graded it good
as did Al-Albani in A/- Mzsh](ai)

3. And the Prophet i said:
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“The people will continue to be upon goodness as long as they
hurry to Ifidr (break fast after the sun sets).” (Agreed upon)

4. And the Prophet # said:
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“Take Sahiir (predawn meal), for verily in the Sahrir there
is blessing.” (Agreed upon)
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Voluntary Fasting

The Prophet # used to encourage fasting in the following days:

1. Six days in Shawwal (the month after Ramadhan); the
Prophet # said:
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“Whoever fasts Ramadhan, then follows it up with six days
in Shawwal, it is as if he fasted the whole (year).” (Muslim)

The scholars said that the reward of the good deeds are multi-
plied by ten. 30x10=300 + [6 days x 10] = 360 which is slightly
longer than a lunar year, and next Ramadhan he will fast again
so it is as if he fasted his whole life.

2. Fasting the first ten days of Dhul-Hijjah and the day of
‘Arafah (the 9th day of Dhul-Hijjah) (for those who are not
performing Hzjj); the Prophet % said:
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“Fasting on the day of Arafah expiates two years of sins, last
year’s and next year’s and fasting on the 10* of Muharram
(Ashura’) expiates the previous year’s (of sins).” (Muslim & others)
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“Milk was sent to the Prophet # while he was giving his
sermon on the day of ‘Arafah and he drank from it.”
(Agreed upon)

3. Fasting on the day of “Ashiird’, along with one day before it,
or one day after it. The Prophet # said:
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“Today is the day of ‘Ashrird’, and its fasting is not mandatory
on you, and T am fasting, so whoever wants should fast,
and whoever wants should break his fast.” (Agreed upon)

And he ¢ said:
[deoly)T ((C-:«U\ e g Y J.;\.e J\ OV )

“If I live till the next year, I will definitely on the 9th (the
day before “Ashiird).” (Muslim)

(This shows that it is preferable to fast an extra day along with
the 10w, preferably the 9t but, if not possible, then the 11th),

4. Fasting most of the month of Sha‘ban.
[le gzl (Olad jﬁ "’_yfaé —8E- At d 25 08y
“Allah’s Messenger # used to fast most of Sha‘ban.”
(Agreed upon)
5. Fasting Monday and Thursday. The Prophet # mentioned that:
‘U’“ﬁ_f;j u&_ﬁ\ 5 JL;S‘—Y\ B u,u_«;\j U«:CS'\}\ r}; ‘;_}«2:))
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“Concerning fasting on Monday and Thursday, the deeds
of the worshippers are presented before Allah on Monday
and Thursday, and I like my deeds to be presented while I
am fasting.” (Nasi’)

JJ_:B 5_3.9 é)-’y 2% J\J d\.;.; u«»\)\ (’)J ry,o U_C -%— J.w.:))
[H‘Ma\))] ((5-:;9

He # was asked about fasting on Monday, he said: “That
is the day I was born and the day (the first Revelation) was
sent down on me.” (Muslini)
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6. Fasting the 13t%, 14t and 15% of every lunar month. One of
the Sahibah # said:

D36 oG ’,@a\g,ﬁfz)u\ - 40 3,25 65,
by Sl oly,] 6 Ff Ll 2l a,,,,)\j Gl

“The Prophet # instructed us to fast the three days of
whiteness (Aydm ul-Beedh) every month, the 13, 14t and
15%.” (NNasd’7 and others)

asys

The things which break the fast are of two categories:

a) What breaks the fast and requires only making up for it
(Qadha’).

b) What breaks it and requires making up for it (Qadha’), and
also performing an act of expiation (Kaffdrah).

a) What requires Qadha’only:

1. To eat and drink, knowingly and intentionally.

2. To induce vomiting intentionally, the Prophet # said:
573) r&:u-\ olyy cauo] ((S‘—\.:a;d\ 4.11.;.9 /\.i.sad\ u,:j))

“Whoever induced vomiting must make up for (the fast) ”
(Al-Hzakim and others, and it is authentic)

3. Menstruation and post-partum bleeding. Even if the bleeding
starts just before the sun sets, that day’s fasting must be repeated.

4. Fjaculation, either by masturbation or any other method of
ejaculating short of intercourse, whether the cause was kissing
the wife, or hugging her, or by use of the hand, etc. This
nullifies the fast but requires Qadha’only.
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b) What requires Qadhad’and Kaffarah both:

As for that which requires both Qadha’ (repeating) and Kaffirah
(expiation), it is only sexual intercourse and nothing else, in the
opinion of a great number of scholars. The expiation is to free a slave,
or to fast two lunar months in succession without missing a day, or
to feed sixty poor people. Some scholars say the obligation is in that
order, i.e. first one should free a slave; then, if that’s not possible, to
observe fast; then, if that’s not possible, to feed the poor. (The man
and the woman are both equal for their act & both must make expiation)

1. To eat or drink forgetfullly or mistakenly, or due to another
person’s threats and compulsion. There is no necessity for
Qadha’or Kaftdrah. The Prophet 4 said:

. AJJ\A....&L) A c\\_::/’/c Z r...\.bw : QJ;.B\JSBVJMJEJLS‘AUA»
e gau] -«o\-‘uj
“Whoever forgot while he was fasting and ate or drank

he should complete his fast, for it was Allah Who fed him
and gave him to drink.” (Agreed upon)

And he # said:
[y, o] (Ae Jﬁ;\hj /m\j\bé—\y\&f-é/o) ‘03\5;))

“Allah has removed from my Ummah (the burden of)
mistakes and forgetfulness and what they are forced to
do against their wills”. (A¢-Tabarini, and it is authentic)

2. Unintentional vomiting. The Prophet # said:
|;.,é=u-\ oy, e 1 .((i\fa; A.J.C’: e ‘,N.Le’ : 5 ;;L;}éj :-C;M 3.633 :};))

“Whoever is overcome by vomiting (i.e. he does so
unintentionally) while fasting, there is no Qadha’on him.”
(Al-Hzkim, and it is authentic)
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Seclusion in the Masjid) is part of the Religion

1. According to Shari‘ah, Itikif means staying in the Masjid

(mosque) with the intention of drawing closer to Allah.

All the scholars agree that it is Mashri‘(a legitimate part of
Islam) because:

g - 3y 1 - ° 1 & WM oy Az s K '/ﬁzii
&Qw)wﬁb\l\ﬁhﬂ\é@.ug—%—@ﬁ\oyn
- 0 ,; e ﬁ:: s . B /3' ?f,
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“The Prophet # used to stay in the Masjid, for the last ten
days of Ramadhan until he died, then his wives used to
do the same after him.” (Agreed upon)

. Ttikifis of two kinds: Supererogatory (Masniin) and Compulsory

(W4jib).
The Masniin kind is what a Muslim does voluntarily, in order

to get closer to Allah and to follow the Messenger # and it is
especially recommended during the last ten days of Ramadhan.

The W4jib I'tikif is what a person makes compulsory upon
himself by a vow (Nadhp).

. The time to begin I%ikaf:

-
K3
-

(SER 25 3 s Lo s 83115 - 430 5K,

. [de Gaza]
“The Prophet #, if he intended to perform I%ikaf, used to

pray Fajr, then enter the area he set aside for /¢ikifin the
Masjid” (Agreed upon)

. Necessary conditions for practising /¢ikaf: The person should

be Muslim, having reached the age of discernment, purified
from Janibah, menses and post-partum bleeding.
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6. The basic element of /%ikaf: Staying in the Masjid with the
intention of getting closer to Allah.

7. What is permitted to do while in /%kaf
a) Going out from the place of I'tikéif to bid farewell to his
family.
b) Combing his hair, shaving his head, clipping his nails,
cleaning his body, perfuming, and wearing the best of
clothing.

¢) To go out of the Masjid for pressing necessities like using
the toilet, or to eat and drink, if no one brings him food.

d) It is permitted to eat and drink and sleep in the Masjid
with the proper care taken to maintain its cleanliness.

8. Etiquettes of I¢ikaf ‘Aishah ¥ said:
e Y 56 35 Y5 2 350 Y O s e L
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“The Sunnah for one in I'tikaf is not to leave the Masjid
to visit the sick, nor to attend a burial, nor to touch a
woman nor to have sex with her, and not to leave the
Masjid except for unavoidable need; and there is no
I'tikaf without fasting; and there is no /%ikif except in
a Masjid where Jumu‘ah (Friday prayer) is established.”
(Al-Baihaqi and Abi Dawiid, and it is authentic)

9. Things which nullify /%karf:
a) Leaving the Masjid without need, intentionally.
b) Losing one’s rationality through insanity or drunkenness.

¢) Menstruation and post-partum bleeding.
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The Virtues of Hajjand ‘Umrah

1. Allah 3& said:
(A A L B Lo 6 5y
“...And Hazjj (pilgrimage to Makkah) to the House (Ka‘bah)
is a duty that mankind owes to Allah, those who can afford
the expenses (for conveyance, provision and residence); and
whoever disbelieves (i.e. denies Hajj, then he is a disbeliever

of Allah), then Allah stands not in need of any of the Alimin
(mankind and jinns).” (3:97)

2. The Prophet # said:

Nigie s 4 ads el ’“\CL\, N WE uf,:;)\g\’;ﬁ\»
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“From one Umrah to another is expiation for what is between
them (i.e. of sins) and Hajj Maprir has no reward except
Paradise.” (Agreed upon)

[Hajj Mabrir is the Hajj accepted by Allah for being performed
perfectly according to the Prophet’s Sunnah with legally earned
money avoiding the sin and evils during Hajjl .

3. And he # said:

e zate] .((:\;\ 155\53 E}g A.\):J u.A é-_} ;.w.na ‘Jj é,d; ;._1.; é;- &;))
“One who performed Hzjj and did not speak obscenely, nor

act corruptly, will return without his sins, like the day his
mother gave birth to him.” (Agreed upon)

4. And he ¥ said:
[ebs o] (:E=8l0 52 1,34y

“Take from me your rites (the rituals of the Haj).” (Muslim)

5. My Muslim brethren, hurry to fulfill the obligation of Hzjj when
you have enough money to cover the expenses of the round trip
journey. Do not wait until you have enough money to buy
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presents and sweets etc., for friends and relatives after the Hajj,
as these are not valid excuses for delay. You don’t know, perhaps
you will get too sick to travel, or get poor, or die; and in that
case you will die in a state of disobedience, because you didn’t
do it when you were able, and Hazjjis one of the pillars of Islam.

6. The wealth you spend to perform Hazjj and Umrah must be
Halal (earned lawfully) so that Allah may accept it.

7. Itis forbidden for a woman to travel for Hzjj or anywhere else
without a Mahram to accompany her [a Mahram is either her
husband or close male relatives who are not permitted to marry
her, like her father, brother, uncle, son etc. The Mahram has
to be old enough to be able to protect her]. The Prophet 4 said:

[w,_,n...n] ((r_}.é-_)b ’/’ \)\ o}n\ﬁu Y))

“A woman may not travel except if a Mahram is with
her.” (Agreed upon)

8. Make peace with those with whom you have a dispute, pay
your debts, and advise your family not to be extravagant in their
adornments, cars, sweets, slaughtered animals, etc. Allah 3 said:

3% \)s_,..;'Y) ”Tji,tg“ 3%@
“... and eat and drink but waste not by extravagance...” (7:31)

9. Hajj is a great meeting of Muslims; it provides a unique
opportunity to get to know each other, love each other, help
each other, solve their problems, and to witness that which is
of benefit to them in their religion and their worldly affairs.

10.And it is very important for you to rely upon Allah Alone in
seeking the help needed to solve your problems, calling upon
Him in Du4’, not on anyone else. As Allah 3 said:
%\i’jzﬁy B35 TR
“Say (O Muhammad #2): I invoke only my Lord (Allah Alone)
and I associate none as partners along with Him.” (72:20)
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11. Umrah (the lesser pilgrimage) is permitted at anytime, but
it has most reward in Ramadhan, as the Prophet # said:

Z =
-
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“Umrah in Ramadhan is equal to a Hgjj (in reward).”
(Agreed upon)

12.0ne Salif in Al-Masjid Al-Hardm (the Sacred Mosque in
Makkah) has more reward than 100,000 Saldf in other
mosques; based on the statement of the Prophet #:
G e Lo 5005 ol 3e 1155 sums 3 B35
| VA AP [ R
“A Salat in this Masjid of mine (i.e. in Madinah) is better

than 1,000 Salif in any other Masjids, except Al-Masjid
Al-Hardm (i.e. at the Ka‘bah in Makkah).” (Agreed upon)

And his statement:

3L, Vb gt 33305 e Sl a3 B,
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“And Salaf in Al-Masgjid Al-Hardm is better than 100 Salit

in my Masjid.” (Ahmad, and it is authentic)

[1000 x 100 = 100,000 (one hundred thousand Sa/é)]

13.The best way to perform the Hajj and Umrah is called
Tamatfu‘, which means you perform Umrah first, then come
out of Ihrdm until Hajj starts, whereupon you put on Thrdm
again. The Prophet # is reported to have said:

. & - . -, © @ 314 ° &~ o - -2 17\~
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“O family of Muhammad! whoever performs Hajj amongst
you should enter lhrdm for ‘Umrah along with Hajj.” (Ibn
Hibbin, and graded authentic by Al-Albani)
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The Actions of ‘Umrah (The lesser Pilgrimage)

Ihram, Tawaf, Sa‘y, shaving or cutting hair of the head, coming
out of ZThram:

1. Ihrdm: Put on the clothes of Ihrdm at the Migait and recite [to
make the intention for Umrah at one of the Migaf® after
putting on specific clothing (for men it is two unstitced
garment, similar to a towel or sheet, one piece around the
upper part and one piece wrapped around the lower part of
the body). This clothing is for men only. The intention here
should be made verbally, as that is Sunnah):

Tabbaik Allzhumma bi Umrah’ (@ yom ;,.23!\ é\;fj»

“At Your service (literally: “In response to Your call”); Oh
Allah for Umrah’,

then, in a loud voice keep repeating the 7albiyah:
Tabbaik Allihumma Labbaik’ & ;.2:0\ &L,
“At Your service; Oh Allah, at Your service.”

2. Tawidf: When you reach Makkah, go to the Haram, and walk
around the K‘abah seven times, counterclockwise, starting from
the corner with the Hajar Al-Aswad (the Black Stone)*, saying:

* The Migit are the places specified by the Prophet # for people to enter
into the state of JhArdm. The places differ depending on the direction from
which the pilgrims come. When coming from Syria, Palestine etc., the
Migat is Juhfah which is near Rabigh. From Najd it is Qarn-ul-Manazil,
from Al-Madinah it is Dhul-Hulaifah, from Yemen it is Yalamlam, and
for Iraq the Migatis Dhat ‘Irq.

* Editor’s Note: It should be mentioned here that men should perform Ramal,
which is brisk jogging, for the first three circuits of Tawdf, and then walk
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<<}?5 i ,&\3 5&‘ ng»
Bismillih wal-Iihu Akbar’
“In the Name of Alldh, Allah is the Most Great.”

Kiss the stone if you are able to do so without pushing and
jostling, if you cannot, then point toward it with your right
hand raised; (when you get 3/4 of the way around) touch the
Yemani Corner with your right hand if you can, but don’t kiss
it; and don’t point at it if you are moving around at a distance.
Between it and the corner with the Black Stone say the following
Dua?

‘o Gt s Eo e 42 L g
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“Oh our Lord, grant us good in this life and in the Here-
after and protect us from the torment of the Fire.”

When you reach the Black Stone, repeat as before until you
complete seven rounds. Then pray two Rak‘ahs behind the
Magam Ibrihim, reciting Surah Al-Kafirin in the first Rakah,
and Surah Al-Ikhlds in the second. (After the prayer, it is Sunnah
to drink Zamzam water and invoking for greater knowledge
and what one may like.* Then Sa % is to be done).

at a normal pace for the last four circuits. The men should also do Idhtibd’,
which is wrapping the upper garment over one’s left shoulder and under
one’s right armpit, leaving the right shoulder and arm exposed. This
should be done for the full seven circuits of Tawdf upon arrival (in
Makkah). However, after Tawdf the right shoulder should be recovered as
this practice is only legislated for the Tawdf upon arrival. A.W.

Editor’s Note: At this point it is also Sumnah to go back and kiss or touch
the Black Stone again if one is able. If this is not possible do to overcrowding
one may dispense with it and proceed to perform Sa‘y. A.W.



202 The Pillars of Islim & Iman

3. Sa‘y: Climb up the hill called As-Saf4 saying:
L::mw j“\—)\ L‘.:\ \J', }ﬁbu\o\»
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“Verily! As-Safd and Al-Marwah (two hills in Makkah)
are of the signs of Allah. I start with what Allah started
with (4s-Safa).”

Then face the Qiblah and raise your hand towards the
sky, saying: Allihu Akbar three times without pointing;
and say:

“None has the right to be worshipped except Allah, Who
is Alone without partners. The dominion belong to Him
and all praise belong to Him alone. And He has power
over all things. None has the right to be worshipped except
Allah Alone. He executed His promise, and His slave was
truthful, and He defeated the opponents Himself.”

Say that three times, and repeat all of these words each time
you reach As-Safd and Al-Marwah. Make Du @ for anything
you want. There is a certain part of the distance between the
two hills, marked by green lines, where it is recommended
for men to run. Make seven passages between the two hills
(each one-way traversal is counted as one passage, so the
whole Sa¥is 3.5 round trips).

4. Shave your whole head, or shorten your hair; women should
cut a small portion of thelr hair.

5. With that you have completed your Umrah and you should
come out from the state of lArdm, (changing into your normal
clothes, and being free to do everything forbidden in the
state of /Ardm).
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The Actions of Hajj(The Pilgrimage to Makkah)

Ihram, spending the night at Mina, staying at ‘Arafat, spending the
night at Muzdalifah, casting pehbles, sacrificing an animal, shaving of
the head, Tawdf, Sa‘y, coming out of Zhram

1. Put on the clothes of ZArdm on the 8 day of Dhul-Hijjah in
Makkah. Say:

Léabbaik Allihumma bi Hajiah (5% ‘1’4:13\ &g,
“At Your service, Oh Allah, to perform Haj.”

Go to Mina and spend the night there. The Sunnah is to offer
five Salif there from Dhuhr on the 8t through Fgjr of the 9%,
shortening Dhuhr, ‘Asr, and Isha’ to two Rak‘ahs, but not
joining any Salifttogether.

2. After sunrise on the 9%, go to Arafah, pray Dhuhr and ‘Asr
together at the time of Dhuhr, with one Adhdn and two
Igamahs and no Sunnah Salit. Make sure you are within the
boundaries of Arafat. Do not observe fast, repeat the 7albiyyah
frequently and devote yourself to Du%’ calling upon Allah
only. Staying at Arafat is a fundamental constituent of Hajj.
(Note: Most of Masjid Namirah is outside the boundary of Arafat).

3. Leave Arafat after sunset, calmly; head for Muzdalifah. When
you get there, pray Maghrib & Isha’ together at the time of 7sh4’,
sleep there in order to pray Fgjrthere and remember Allah in the
proximity of the sacred monument. It is permitted for the weak
(women, children, the old, etc. and those who must accompany
them) to leave Muzdalifah after midnight, without sleeping there.

4. After Fgjr and before sunrise, leave Muzdalifah for Mina.
This is the 10t of Dhul-Hijjah, the day of %id. Pray Eid Salat
if you can. Cast seven pebbles at the Jamrat ul-Kubrd (big
pillar in Mina), saying 7akbir with each pebble, anytime from
sunrise until the night.
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5. Slaughter an animal and skin it, either at Mina or at Makkah,
on any of the days of Zid. Eat from it and feed the poor from
it. If you cannot afford the price of an animal (and are making
Tamatt‘y) you must fast 3 days during Hajj, and seven more
when you return to your family. Men and women are exactly
the same in this rule, they must sacrifice or fast.

6. Shave your head or get a haircut, shortening the hair all over
the head; however, shaving the head is better (Note: It is better
to shorten the hair in Umrah so there will be something left to
shorten or shave for Hajj). Put on normal clothes, and every-
thing is now permitted to you except sex and its precursors.

7. Return to Makkah and perform Taw4f; seven rounds, then perform
Sa %y, seven passages between As-Satd and Al-Marwah (3.5 round
trips). It is permissible to postpone Tawar until the last day of
the Eid. After Tawdt, your wife becomes permissible for you
again, after being forbidden to you while in the state of /ardm.

8. Return to Mina for the days of Zid, spending the nights of
Zid there is mandatory. On the 11% and 12t stone all the three
Jamardf (pillars), starting with the smallest pillar first. The
time for that starts after the sun passes the zenith of high
noon, each day, and lasts until the night. Use seven pebbles
for each pillar, saying Allihu Akbar for each one you throw.
You should be certain that the pebbles hit the pillar or landed
within the little wall surrounding each pillar. If it didn’t, repeat
until it does. It is Sunnah to step aside after stoning the small
and middle pillars to make Du 4’ with your hands raised.

9. It is permitted to appoint someone to stone on your behalf if
you are sick or too old or weak to withstand the crowding and
jostling. (There is difference of opinion on this permission for
a woman who is healthy. It is better for her to stone for herself
at night when the crowds are thinner). It is also permissible
to delay the stoning to the second or third day if necessary.

10.The Farewell Tawdfis mandatory, one should travel straight
away after it.
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. Make your Hajj purely for the pleasure of Allah, saying (to

yourself in supplication):
TCENPR SIVIC AT R SSPRU pai|[¥

“Oh Allah, this is a Hajj in which I have no desire for
showing-~off or reputation.”

. Keep the company of pious people, and serve them. Be patient

if your neighbour annoys you.

. Beware of smoking or buying or selling cigarettes. It is Haram

(unlawful), harmful to your body and your neighbours and
to your wealth, and it is an act of disobedience to Allah 3&.

. Use Miswak (tooth stick) to clean the mouth for every Salit

and take some back as gifts along with Zam-~zam water and
dates. There are many Ah4ddith testifying to the virtues of
both of these.

. Beware of touching women or looking at them, and screen

your women from other men.

. Do not climb over the people waiting for Salif, as it is annoying;

occupy the closest available place without disturbing others.

. Beware of passing in front of persons who are offering Sali,

as this is an action from Shaifan’s repertoire (see the beginning
of the book for the proofs).

. Take time to pray devotedly, and pray towards a Sufrah. (e.g.

a wall or the back of a man or a bookcase, etc.) and if you
are following an Imdm in Saldt, his Sufrah is sufficient for
those who follow him.

. Be gentle with your neighbours while performing 7awdf, and

Say, and stoning the Jamarah, and in kissing the Black Stone.
Gentleness is desirable in most actions.
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10. Beware of making Du4’ to the dead instead of Allah, as this
is Shirk which will ruin your Hzjj and all your good deeds.

Allah 3% said:
¢ Z,a_/p.&/"?& G505 ale FEeS EER o3

“... If you join others in worship with Alldh, (then) surely
(all) your deeds will be in vain, and you will certainly be
among the losers.” (39:65)

Some Etiquettes of the Prophet’s Mosque

1. When you enter the Masjid, put your right foot inside first,
and say:

B S el ;-éi“ dlt g2 J6 23LENI5 o =

“In the Name of Allah, peace be upon the Messenger of
Allah, Oh Allah! Open for me the doors of Your Mercy.”

2. Pray two Rak‘ahs (Tahiyyatul Masjid) to greet the Masjid, send
Salam upon the Messenger # saying:

LA e LT G 230 i 0,25 6 e 23,
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“As-Salimu alaika yi Rasil Allih, As-Salimu alaika ya
Aba Bakr, As-Saldmu aliaka ya ‘Umar.”

Then face the Qiblah and make Du‘a’, keeping in mind the
statement of the Prophet #: ‘

9055 ity ] L a8 GAaii 15)5 J JLLG & sy,
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“When you ask, ask Allah, and when you seek help, seek
it from Allah.” (7irmidhi, who graded it good and authentic)

3. Visiting the Masjid of the Messenger # is recommended, but
the validity of the Hzjjis not dependent on it, and there is no
particular time which is prescribed for it.

4. Beware of kissing or touching the grill or the walls around
the tomb. This is a heresy.

5. Walking backwards away from the tomb to leave the Masjid
is also a heresy, for which there is no supportive evidence.

6. Send salutations on the Messenger # as much as possible. As
he # said:
[ oyl (702 g G2 A Lo 53 e Lo 30
“Whoever asks Allah to bless me once, Allah will bless him
for that ten times”. (Muslim)

7. It is recommended to visit the A/-Bagi‘cemetery and the
martyrs of Uhud. But not the seven Masjids.

8. The journey to Al-Madinah should be with the intention of
visiting the Prophet’s Mosque only and nothing else. But on
arriving there say Salim on him also. Because Salif in his
Magjid is better than 1,000 Saldf in any other Masjid; the
Prophet # said:
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“Do not undertake a (religious) journey except to three

Masjids, AI-Masjid Al-Hardm, AI-Masjid AlI-Aqs4 (in Jerusalem)
and my Masjid.” (Agreed upon)
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Hajjis a pillar of Islam, it is obligatory on:

1.

The Muslim,; it is not obligatory on the Kifir or the apostate
from Islam.

. One in his right mind; it is not obligatory on the insane.

. The freeman,; it is not obligatory on the slave, who is the

property of his master.

. One who has attained puberty; it is not obligatory on the

child; if the child performs Hajj, it doesn’t absolve him of the
obligation to perform it when he attains puberty.

. One who is healthy; it is not obligatory on the sick person

until he gets well.

. One who has the ability; it is not obligatory on one too poor

to make the journey.

. It is obligatory only once in a lifetime; if a person performs

it more than once, he will get reward, and women and men
are the same in this regard.

. For a woman; she has to have a Mahram to accompany her,

since the Prophet # said:
o~ 2 o, g _,"c/o NP4 /,
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“A woman should not travel except if a Mahram is with
her.” (Agreed upon)
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Fundamental constituents (Arkdn) of Haﬂ

The Hzjjhas some fundamental constituents, if any one of these
is missing, the Hajj will not be valid. They are:

1. Entering the state of /hrdm for Hajj. It is the intention, plus
the wearing of unstitched cloth, for men: one piece wrapped
around the upper part of the body and one piece wrapped
around the lower part of the body. Women would remain in
their normal clothing.

2. Staying at ‘Arafat on the 9th of Dhul-Hijjah from the time the
sun passes the zenith of high noon until sunset. (For latecomers,
their Hzjj is valid as long as they can get to ‘Arafat before
the start of Fajr Salafon the 10th).

3. Tawaf al-Ifadah: It can be performed anytime after Fgjr on
the 10t until the last day of Dhul-~Hijjah. (the 12t month of
the Islamic calendar).

4. Saybetween As-Safd and Al-Marwah. Start from As-Safd and
make 7 passages back and forth (3.5 round trips).

If any compulsory act is not performed, one must offer a sacrifice
of an animal to compensate for the omission. These compulsory
acts are as follows:

1. Assuming /Ardm from the Migat.

2. Extending one's stay at ‘Arafat from the afternoon until a
part of the night.

3. Spending the night at Muzdalifah or Mina.
4. Stoning the Jamarit (pillars).

5. The Farewell Tawdf (except on a woman who is menstruating
at the time she’s about to travel).
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1.

2.

Sex, and anything which might lead up to it, such as kissing
or touching with desire.

Doing bad deeds and sins which expel a person from the
obedience of Allah.

. Arguing with one’s companions, servants, or anyone else.

The basis for the prohibition of these three things is the
Statement of Allah d&:
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“...So whosoever intends to perform Hajj (therein by assuming
1hrdm), then he should not have sexual relations (with
his wife), nor commit sin, nor dispute unjustly during the
Hajj...” (2:197)

. Wearing of sewn clothes (for men) such as shirts, hooded

robes, pants, and covering the head with a cap or turban or
shawl, etc. Also, it is forbidden to wear clothing that is dyed
with a fragrant dye; also it is forbidden to wear leather socks;

but it is permissible to wear sandals. If one cannot find sandals,
-the leather socks should be cut so that they don’t come up to

the ankle.

. All scholars agree that the prohibitions in item 4 are for men

only.

. As for women, they can wear all of that, except for a garment

that has perfume on it and the Nig4b (veil) which covers her
face and gloves, as it is reported that the Prophet # said:

[6)\791\ a\))] ((u-’)\-ﬂ-ﬁ-“ L)A:\l: / “’J;‘i“ o};“ Y))

“A woman in [hrim shouldn’t wear a Nigab, nor should
she wear gloves.” (Bukhir)
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It is permissible to cover her face from men by using an
umbrella or to let a portion of her outer garment hang over
it. ‘Aishah i said:
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“Riders would pass us while we were with Allah’s Messenger #
in fThrdam. When they drew close, each of us would let part
of her outer garment hang over her face, and when they
would pass, we would uncover our faces.” (Abi Dawrid)

7. If a man is unable to find or acquire the two sheets normally
worn for lhrim, or sandals, he should wear what he has.
The Prophet # said:
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“When a Muslim can’t find the Zz4r (lower waist sheet),
he should wear pants/trousers, and if he can’t find sandals
he should wear leather socks.” (Agreed upon)y

8. It is forbidden for a person in Ihrdm (for Muhrim) to arrange
a marriage for someone else, or to get married himself, or to
propose marriage. This is based on the statement of the
Prophet #&:

';Jw.no\))] -((Q;-.E.;:' Y} ‘g&; Yj ‘:J;Li“ éz; Y))
“The Muhrim should not marry, nor arrange for another
marriage, nor propose.” (Muslim)

9. It is prohibited for the Muhrim to trim his nails, or to remove
any hair by shaving or clipping, or by any other method. This
is based on Allah’s Statement:
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“... and do not shave your heads until the Hady (sacrificial
animal) reaches the place of sacrifice...” (2:196)

10.1t is prohibited for the Muhrin, men and women to use
perfumes on their bodies or garments.

11. It is prohibited for the Muhrim to hunt land animals, or
slaughter them; he may not even point towards it or make it
flee so another person could kill it, but it is permissible to
catch fish or take any sea dwelling animal out of it, as well
as eating it. Allah 3% said:
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“Lawful to you is (the pursuit of) water-game and its use
for food — for the benefit of yourselves and those who
travel, but forbidden is (the pursuit of) land-game as long
as you are in a state of thrdm (for Hajjor Umrah)...” (5:96)

1. If one has an excuse and had a need to do a prohibited act of
Ihram, other than sexual intercourse, like shaving the head,
or wearing stitched clothing to protect oneself from heat or
cold etc., he has to sacrifice a sheep; or feed six poor people,
providing each poor person 1/2 Sa“* of food; or fast for three
days. He can choose any one of these three alternatives.

Allah 35 said:

* A measure of volume equal to 2.6 kilograms (the food can be any grain,
rice, wheat etc.)
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“.... And whosoever of you is ill or has an ailment in his
scalp (necessitating shaving), he must pay a Fidyah (ransom)
of either fasting (three days) or giving Sadagah (feeding six
poor persons) or offering sacrifice (one sheep)... ” (2:196)

2. There is no penalty for one who wore something or applied
perfume forgetfully or out of ignorance. Ya‘la bin Umaiyah
reported:
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A man came to Allah’s Messenger # at (a place called)
Jirdnah, wearing a robe with saffron on his beard and
head. He said; “Oh Messenger of Allah, I entered into the
state of IThrdm for Umrah in the condition you see me
in.” He # said to him; “Wash away the saffron and take
off the robe, and what you used to do in Hajj, do in your
Umrah.” (Agreed upon)

This allowance is not made for one who kills a game animal,
forgetfully or in ignorance of the prohibition. He has to pay
the penalty, because he is responsible for destroying property,
for which there is no differentiation between knowledge and
ignorance nor between forgetfulness and intent. This is similar
to the responsibility for destroying property of humans.

3. If a Muhrim has intercourse with his wife, his Hajj is
rendered invalid. He must continue with the rituals to their
end, but he must also come back in a future year to make up
for it, and he must sacrifice an animal.
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How the Prophet & performed Hajj

Jabir & narrated: The Prophet # remained nine years without
performing Hajj, then he made a public announcement in the
tenth year that Allah’s Messenger # was about to perform Hajj.
A large number of people came to Al-Madinah, all of them
anxious to follow Allah’s Messenger # and to act according to
his actions. We set out with him till we reached Dhul-Hulaifah.
Asma’, the daughter of Umais, gave birth to Muhammad bin
Abii Bakr. She sent a message to Allah’s Messenger # asking him:
“What should I do?” He said: “Take a bath, bandage your private
parts, and put on /ardm.” Allah’s Messenger # then prayed in
the mosque and then mounted A/-Qaswa (his she-camel). It
stood erect with him on its back at Al-Baidha‘, and as far as I
could see in front of me were riders and pedestrians, and the
same on my right and left and behind me. Allah’s Messenger #
was among us and the Revelation was descending on him, and
he knew its (true) significance. And whatever he did, we also
did the same. He pronounced the Oneness of Alldh: '
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“Labbaik (Here I am! At Your service), Oh Allah, Labbaik
(Here I am! At Your service), Labbaik (Here I am! At Your
service), You have no pariner, Labbaik. Verily, all praise and
grace is Yours, and the sovereignty too. You have no partner.”

And the people pronounced 7albiyyah as the people do today,
and Allah’s Messenger # did not reject anything of it. Rather
Allah’s Messenger # adhered to his own 7albiyyah. Jabir said:
We did not make intention for anything except Hajj. We did not
recognize Umrah (along with Hajj), but when we came with
him to the House, he touched the corner (containing the Black
Stone) and went round the Ka‘bah (performed 7aw4h seven times,
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trotting during three of them, and walking normally during four.
Then while going to the station of Ibrahim he recited:
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“... And take you (people) the Magam (place) of Abraham
(or the stone on which Abraham 38 stood while he was
building the Ka‘bah) as a place of prayer (for some of your

prayers, e.g. two Rakahs after the Taw4f of the Ka‘bah at
Makkah...)”

He stood with the station between him and the House. (Jabir
bin Abdullah, who reported this Hadith from his father, said:
My father used to say, and I don’t know from anyone else beside
the Prophet ). He recited in the two Rakahs Surah Al-Ikhlas
(No. 112) and Surah Al-Kafiriin (No. 109). He # then returned
to the corner (the Black Stone) and touched it. Then he went
out of the gate to As~Saf4, and as he reached near it, he recited:
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“Verily! As-Satd and Al-Marwah (two hills in Makkah)
are from the symbols of Allah. (Adding) I begin with what
Allah began with.”

He started with As-Safd, mounting it until he saw the House,
and facing the Qiblah, he declared the Oneness of Allah and
glorified him and said:
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“None has the right to be worshipped except Allah, He is
Alone with no partner. His is the Sovereignty, to Him praise
is due, and He is Powerful over everything. Nothing deserves
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worship except Allah Alone, He fulfilled His Promise, helped
His servant, and Alone routed the Confederates.”

He # then made supplication, in the course of which he repeated
the same three times. He then descended and walked toward
Al-Marwah and when his feet came down in the bottom of the
valley, he ran; and when he began to ascend, he walked until he
reached Al-Marwah. There he did as he had done at As-Safa.
And when it was his last passage on A/-Marwah, he said:
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“If I had known beforechand what I have come to know
afterwards, I would not have brought sacrificial animals
and would have performed (a separate) Umrah. So, he

among you who doesn’t have the sacrificial animals with
him should put off /Ardm and treat it as an Umrah.”

f

Surdgah bin Malik bin Ju‘sham got up and said, “Oh Messenger
of Allah! Does it apply to the present year, or forever?” Thereupon
Allah’s Messenger # intertwined his fingers, one into another,
and said twice:
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“The Umrah has been incorporated into the Hzjj. (Adding)
No, but for ever and ever.”

Ali 4 came from Yemen with the (sacrificial) animals of the
Prophet # and found that Fatimah & was one of those who had
taken off Ihrdm and put on dyed clothes, and had applied
antimony (Ku#l) (to her eyes). He expressed his disapproval of
that to her. She said, “My father has ordered me to do this.”
The narrator said: Ali used to say in Iraq: “I went to Allah’s
Messenger, showed annoyance at Fatimah for what she had
done and asked Allah’s Messenger # the verdict regarding
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what she has narrated from him. I told him that I had rebuked
her for that. He # said: “She told the truth, she told the truth
(then he asked me). What did you say when you undertook to
g0 to Hajf?” Ali said: “I said: Oh Alldh, I am putting on lhArim of
the same type as your Messenger has put on.” He said, “I have
with me sacrificial animals, so do not take off the lArdm.” Jabir
said: The total number of sacrificial animals which Ali brought
from Yemen and which the Prophet # brought was 100. Then
all the people except the Prophet # and those who had with them
sacrificial animals, took off /Ardm and got their hair shortened.
When it was the day of 7arwiyah (the 8% of Dhul-Hijjah), they
went to Mina (after) putting on lArdm for Hajj. The Prophet #
rode, and he led Dhuhr, ‘Asr, Maghrib, Isha’and Fgjr Salit. He
then waited a little until the sun rose and commanded that a tent
of hair should be pitched at Namirah (at the edge of ‘Arafat).
Allah’s Messenger # then set out and the Quraish didn’t doubt
that he would halt at Al-Mash‘ar Al-Hardm (the sacred monument)
as the Quraish used to do in the pre-Islamic period.

However, he passed on till he came to ‘Arafat and he found that
the tent had been pitched for him at Namirah. There he got down
till the sun had passed the meridian. He commanded that A/-
Qaswd should be brought and saddled for him. Then he came
to the bottom of the valley, and addressed the people saying:
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“Verily your blood and your property are as sacred and
inviolable as the sacredness of this day of yours, in this
month of yours, in this town of yours. Behold! Everything
pertaining to the Days of Ignorance is under my feet
completely abolished. Abolished are also the blood-revenges
of the Days of Ignorance. The first claim of ours on
-blood-revenge which I abolish is that of the son of Rabi‘ah
bin Al-Harith, who was nursed among the tribe of Sa’d
and killed by Hudhail. And the usury of the pre-Islamic
period is abolished, and the first of our usury I abolish is
that of ‘Abbas bin Abdul-Muttalib, for it is all abolished.
Fear Allah concerning women! Verily you have taken them
on the security of Allah, and intercourse with them has
been made lawful unto you by the Words of Allah. You
have right over them that they should not allow anyone to
sit on your beds whom you do not like. But if they do that,
you can beat them, but not severely (i.e. in a way that
does not cause them excruciating pain). Their rights upon
you are that you should provide them with food and
clothing in a fitting manner. I have left among you the Book
of Allah, and if you hold fast to it, you would never go
astray. And you would be asked about me (on the Day of
Resurrection), so what would you say?” They (the audience)
said: “We will bear witness that you have conveyed (the
Message), discharged (the duties of Prophethood) and
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given wise (sincere) counsel.” He (the narrator) said: He
(the Prophet #) then raised his forefinger toward the sky
and pointing it at the people (said): “Oh Allah, be witness.
Oh Allah, be witness,” And he said it thrice.

(Bilal then) pronounced Adhdn and later on the Igdmah. Then
he (the Prophet #) led the Noon Prayer. He (Bilal) then said the
Igamah and he (the Prophet #) led the Afternoon Prayer, and he
observed no other prayer in between the two. Allah’s Messenger #&
then mounted his camel and came to the place of stay, making
his she-camel Al-Qaswz’ turn towards the side where there
were rocks, having the path taken by those who went on foot
in front of him, and faced the Qiblah. He kept standing there
till the sunset, and the yellow light had somewhat gone, and the
disc of the sun had disappeared. He made Usamah sit behind
him, and he pulled the nosestring of Qaswa”so forcefully that
its head touched the saddle (in order to keep her under perfect
control), and he pointed out to the people with his right hand
saying, “Oh people! Walk with calmness, walk with calmness
(i.e. to be moderate in speed).” Whenever he happened to pass
over an elevated tract of sand, he slightly loosened it (the
nosestring of his camel) till she climbed up and this is how he
reached Al-Muzdalifah. There he led the Maghrib (Evening)
and 7sha’ (Night) prayers with one Adhdn and two Igdmahs and
did not glorify (Allah) in between them (i.e. he did not observe
supererogatory Rak‘ahs between Maghrip and Tsha’ prayers).
Allah’s Messenger # then lay down till dawn and offered the
Fajr Dawn) prayer with an Adhzn and Igdmah when the morning
light was clear. He again mounted A/-Qaswa’, and when he
came to Al-Mash‘ar Al-Haram, he faced towards Qiblah,
supplicated Him (Allah), glorified Him, and pronounced His
Uniqueness (L4 illdha illa-Allih) and Oneness, and kept standing
till the daylight was very clear. He then went quickly before the
sun rose, and seated behind him was Al-Fadhl bin ‘Abbas; and
he (Al-Fadhl) was a man having beautiful hair, fair complexion
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and handsome face. As Allah’s Messenger # was moving on,
there was also a group of women going (side by side with
them). Al-Fadhl began to look at them, so Allah’s Messenger #
placed his hand on the face of Al-Fadhl, who then turned his face
to the other side and began to look. Then Allah’s Messenger #
turned his hand to the other side and placed it on the face of
Al-Fadhl (to remind him to not look at the many women who
were present). He again turned his face to the other side and
looked in that direction till he came to the bottom of Muhassir
(the name of a valley). He urged her (A/-Qasw3?) a little, and
following the middle road, which comes out at the greatest
Jamrah, he came to the Jamrah which is near the tree. At this he
threw seven small pebbles saying Alldhu Akbar while throwing
every one of them in a manner in which the small pebbles are
thrown (with the help of fingers) and this he did in the bottom
of the valley. He then went to the place of sacrifice, and sacrificed
sixty-three (camels) with his own hand. Then he gave the
remaining number to ‘Ali who sacrificed them, and he shared
him in his sacrifice. He then commanded that a piece of flesh
from each sacrificed animal should be put in a pot, and when
it was cooked, both of them (the Prophet # and ‘Ali 4) took
some meat out of it and drank its soup. Allah’s Messenger #
again rode and came to the House (the Ka‘bah), and offered the
Dhuhrprayer at Makkah. He came to the tribe of ‘Abdul-Muttalib,
who were supplying water at Zam-zam, and said:
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“Draw water, Oh Bani ‘Abdul-Muttalib}! Were it not that
people would usurp this right of supplying water from
you, I would have drawn it along with you.”

So they handed him a bucket and he drank from it. (Muslim)
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The sacrificial animals (Hady) of the Hazjj are those camels,
cattle, sheep, or goats which are sacrificed in the vicinity of the
Haram (Makkah and its surrounding areas, including Mina) to
be distributed among its poor. The Hady can either be Mustahabb
(desirable) or W4jib (compulsory).

a) The Mustahabb Hady is that which is sacrificed by a person
performing Hajj Ifrad (i.e. Hajj by itself without an Umrah
performed along with it) or by one making an Umrah only.

b) The W4jib Hady is for the following situations:

1. W4jib on someone performing Hajj Qiran (i.e. to perform
Umrah before Hajj and stay in the state of lhrdm, then to perform
Hajj with the same lhrdm) and on the person performing
Hajj Tamattu‘(which is to perform Umrah then to come out
of Ihrim, then to enter lhrdm a second time for Hajj); in
these situations, the person offering the sacrifice may eat
from the meat of the Hady.

2. W4jib on someone who failed to perform a W4jib act of Hayj,
such as stoning the Jamarat, or putting on lhrdm at the Migat,
or staying into a part of the night after the afternoon spent
at ‘Arafat, or spending the night at Muzdalifah, or Mina, or
the Farewell 7awaf.

3. W4jib on someone who did something prohibited for a
person in the state of Zardm. Such as using perfume or shaving
the hair.

4. W4jib due to a transgression on the sanctity of the Haram
area, such as hunting an animal or cutting a tree within its
boundaries.
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Conditions for the acceptability of the Hady (sacrificial animals):

1. The animal must be old enough: a camel should be at least
five years old; or a cow should be two years old; a goat should
be one year old (12 months); a sheep can be six months old,
if it is fat.

2. The animal must be free of defects. It will not be accepted by
Allah if it is one eyed, or lame, or mangy, or thin.

The proper time and place for slaughtering the Hady:

The 10th of Dhul-Hijjah and the three days after that which
are called the days of Tashrig (which means: to cut meat
into strips for drying, which was the traditional way of
preserving meat which couldn’t be eaten right away).

It is permissible to slaughter in Mina or Makkah.
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# The importance of marriage in Islam; and the laws of
marriage

» Hijab (the veil) is a means of honouring and protecting
women

» Rules regarding Riba (usury or interest) and its
different forms

» The prohibition of means of usury (interest)

» Doing business with banks

» The prohibition of usury for consumers and producers
» The prohibition on Riba (interest) in buying a house

» Means for getting rid of usury

» Rules regarding the Lugfah (lost and found articles)

» Special rules regarding Lugtah in the Haram (sanctuary)
of Makkah
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The Importance of Marriage in Islam;
And the Laws of Marriage

Islam encourages marriage;
1) Allah 3% said:
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“And Allah has given you wives of your own kind, and has
* given you, from your wives, sons and grandsons... ” (16:72)
2) And He 3% said:
.; ~orA o 2r . s prgee s
,ﬂ,ﬁu\ 5 B3 5 trebe s K SENITRSE
§ L 50 S48

“And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a man
who has no wife and the woman who has no husband)
and (also marry) the Salihiin (pious, fit and capable ones)
of your (male) slaves and maid-servants (female slaves).
If they be poor, Allah will enrich them out of His Bounty.
And Allah is All-Sufficent for His creatures’ needs, All-
Knowing (about the state of the people).” (24:32)

3) The Prophet # said:
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“This worldly life is Mat4*(a provision of temporary comfort)
and the best Mat4* in it is a pious woman.” (Muslim)

4) And he # said:
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“By Allah, I am the most fearful of Allih amongst you and the
one having most 7agw4 of Allah, but I fast and I (also) eat, and
I offer Saldtand I (also) sleep and I marry women, & whoever
has a dislike for my Sunnah, he is not of me.” (Agreed upon)

The wisdom in the institution of marriage:

Marriage benefits the individual and the society, as well as all
of humanity;,

1. Marriage is the best format for controlling one’s innate
sexual drive and satisfying it in a way which will allow it to
subside so that one is not drawn to prohibited means (which
harm the self and the society). Allah 3% said:
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“And among His signs is this, that He created for you wives
from among yourselves, that you may find repose in them,

and He has put between you affection and mercy. Verily, in
that are indeed signs for a people who reflect.” (30:21)

2. Marriage is the best format for having children and raising
them, and increasing one’s progeny, and receiving reward.
The Prophet # said:
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“Get married, for I would like you to be the largest of all

the Ummah, and don’t be like the monks (and priests) of
the Christians.” (Baihagi, and it is authentic)

3. The sense of responsibility in being married and caring for
the children spurs one towards activity and work and taking
care of his obligations.

4. Marriage induces a certain order in life. The woman takes
care of the home and the man works outside.
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5. Marriage promotes relationships between distant families, which
promote cohesion and harmony in the society as a whole.

The rule about getting married:

Marriage is obligatory on one who has the ability to do so and has
the craving for it and fears that he might commit fornication Gf
he doesn’t marry). However, if one desire marriage, but doesn’t have
the material means, he should act according to Allah’s Statement:
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“And let those who find not the financial means for marriage
keep themselves chaste, until Allah enriches them of His
Bounty....” (24:33)

And the statement of the Prophet #:
) BETEE ¢y Al 5 L2, F a2 RN JEaR )
e g 2155 2 58 3.2 a3 A2 T 35 53 (s

“QO you assemblage of young men! Whoever among you
is capable of marriage (financially and physically), he
should marry, for it is more helpful in lowering ones gaze
and guarding one’s private parts (from prohibited sex);
and whoever is not able, he should fast, for it will be a
shield for him.” (Agreed upon)

As for one who desires it and has the ability to marry, yet he
doesn’t fear committing fornication, it is recommended for him
to marry, and it is better than his single minded concentration
on devotionary worship because monasticism is not part of Islam.

Precedence of marriage over Hajj:

If a Muslim fears committing fornication, he should give prece-~
dence to marriage over Hajj; and if he doesn’t fear, he should
give precedence to Hajj.
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Turning away from marriage:

Many Muslims have made marriage a difficult process, and
placed many obstacles in its path; they ask for expensive dowries
and lavish weddings resulting in huge expenses, until many
young men give up on trying to marry and have had to suffer
the pains of bachelorhood, along with the young women whom
they are unable to marry. And the responsibility for that lies on
the parents’ shoulders, the fathers and the mothers.

Picking a pious wife:

A wife should be a source of tranquillity and repose for her husband,
so it is imperative to choose one who is religious. The Prophet # said:
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“A woman is married for four (reasons); for her wealth,
for her lineage, for her beauty and for her religion, so

triumph (by choosing) a religious woman; may your hands
be coated with dust.” (Agreed upon)

(The last part of the Hadlth is a Du‘ for poverty of one, who
does not make the religion one of his goals).

Choosing a right hushand:

The guardian of the girl should choose for her a husband
who is religious and of good character. The Prophet # said:
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“When someone comes to you (asking for your daughter)
and you are pleased with his religion and his character,
marry her to him. If you don’t, there will be a trial on the
earth, and widespread corruption (will prevail).” (7Tirmidhi)
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Islam honored the woman by appointing her as the educator
and developer of the generations, and bound the goodness of
the society to her goodness. It made the Hjjdb mandatory upon
her to protect her from evil men, and to protect the society from
her exposure. Hijib is a means of maintaining love and mercy
between husband and wife, because when a man sees other women
more beautiful than his own wife, it affects his relationship with
his own wife negatively, perhaps even leading to divorce.

Hij4b is mentioned in the Qur’an in the following passages,
Allah 35 said:
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“Oh Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and the
women of the believers to draw their cloaks (/ilbibs) all
over their bodies (i.e. screen themselves completely except
the eyes or one eye to see the way). That will be better,
that they should be known (as free respectable women)
so as not to be annoyed...” (33:59)

And the Qur’an speaks about the covering of a woman’s head
using the command form:
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“...and to draw their veils all over Juyiibihinna (i.e. their
bodies, faces, necks and bosoms, etc.) and not to reveal
their adornment ...” (24:31)

And Allah forbid women from displaying their charms in the
various ways that occur, stating:
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“... and do not display yourselves like that of the times of
ignorance... ” (33:33)

Women in pre-Islamic period used to cover their heads and
drape their scarves onto their backs, leaving their necks and the
upper portion of their chests exposed, as well as their ears, and
jewellery such as ear-rings etc. This verse prohibited that, and
ordered the believing women to cover these parts also.

From these verses and others, the proper covering (Hijab) for a
Muslim woman becomes clear. The following points must be
observed for the proper implementation of Hijib:

1. The woman’s clothing should cover her entire body including
the hands and the feet.

2. The outer covering should not be tight; revealing the shape
of her body, especially the breasts.

3. The material should not be thin or transparent so that one
can make out what is underneath.

4. A woman’s clothing should not resemble a man’s clothing.

5. It shouldn’t be flashy or brightly colored, or having eye
catching designs which attract attention or stir desire.

6. It should not resemble the dress of disbelieving women,
because whoever imitates a people, is one of them.

7. The clothing should not be perfumed. The Prophet # said:
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“Any woman who applies perfume, then goes out and passes
by people so that they can smell her scent is an adulteress,
and every eye (that looks at her) is adulterous.” (4amad
and others, and it is good)
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Definition:

Riba is an additional amount received on capital, whether the
amount is small or large. Allah 3% said:
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“...and if you repent, you shall have your capital sums.
Deal not unjustly (by asking more than your capital sums),
and you shall not be dealt with unjustly (by receiving less
than your capital sums).” (2:279)

The ruling on Riba:

It is Hardm in all the revealed religions—Judaism, Christianity and
Islam, except that the Jews do not see the prohibition as preventing
them from taking Rib4 from non-Jews. As Allah 3 mentioned
about them (in the course of describing their blameworthy qualities):

ity Bk
~ “And their taking of Rib4 (usury or interest) though they
were forbidden from taking it...” (4:161)

The Qur’an discusses Rib4 in a number of different places, and
in periodic order. In the Makkan period, the following verse
was revealed:
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“And that which you give in gift (to others), in order that
it may increase (your wealth by expecting to get a better
one in return) from other people’s property, has no increase
with Allah...” (30:39)

In the Madnian period, the following verses were releaved:
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“Oh you who believel Eat not Rib4d (usury or interest)
doubled and multiplied... ” (3:130)

The final legislation in this issue was the Statement of Alldh 3&:
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“Oh you who believel Be afraid of Allah and give up
what remains (due to you) from Rib4 (usury or interest)
(from now onward), if you are (really) believers. And if
you do not do it, then take a notice of war from Allah and
His Messenger, but if you repent, you shall have your
capital sums. Deal not unjustly (by asking more than your
capital sums), and you shall not be dealt with unjustly
(by receiving less than your capital sums).” (2:278,279)
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In this verse is a decisive refutation of those who say usury (or
interest) is prohibited only if the sum paid back is doubled and
multiplied, because Allah made lawful only the retrieval of the
capital (i.e. the sum which was loaned) without any addition.

Rib4 is a major sin, as proved by the statement of the Prophet #:
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“Stay away from the seven destroyers.” They asked, “What
are they, Oh Messenger of Allah?” He said, “Ascribing
partners with Allah; witchcraft; killing the soul which Allah
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has prohibited except for just reasons; consuming Ribd;
consuming the property of an orphan; running away from
the battle; and slandering chaste, believing women who
are innocently unaware of any accusations of lewdenss
against them.” (Agreed upon)
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The Prophet # cursed the one who consumes Riba and
the one who pays it, the scribe who writes the contract,
and the witnesses to it; and said, “They are equal (in sin).”
(Muslim)

The wisdom behind the prohibition of Riba:

The reason for its prohibition is the harm that it inflicts upon
the society economically, socially and morally.

1.

It sows the seed of enmity between individuals, and destroys
the spirit of mutual help and aid between them.

. It leads to the formation of a leisure class, which does no work

at all, yet money piles up and concentrates in their hands with no
effort on their part, so that they become the economic equivalent
of parasites which grow and relish at the expense of others.

. Ribd has been and remains a major instrument of colonialism

and imperialism (in fact of neocolonialism). It is said that

imperialism follows in the wake of traders and priests. (We have
known the damage of usury in some countries’ colonialism).

. Rib4 is the appropriation of people’s wealth without compen-~

sation which is prohibited, as the Prophet # said:
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“Verily, your blood and your wealth are inviolable (amongst
yourselves).” (Muslim)
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The types of Riba:

a) Riba An-Nasi’ah: This is the stipulated interest which the
lender takes from the borrower in consideration of the time
given to the borrower to pay back the capital. It is Hardm
based on the Qur’an and the Sunnah and the consensus of
Muslim scholars.

b) Ribd Al-Fadhl: This applies to barter, where commodities of
the same type are exchanged in unequal amounts, especially
the exchange of precious metals and foodstuffs. It is Hardm
according to the Sunnah and the consensus of scholars; as it
paves the way for Riba An-Nasi’ah.

1. The Prophet # said:
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“Do not sell one Dirham for two Dirhams, for 1 fear for you
regarding Ribd.” (Ahmad, and graded authentic by Ahmad Shakir)

2. Numerous Ahddith have demonstrated the prohibition with
regard to gold, silver, wheat, barley, dates, and salt.

The Prophet # said:
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“Gold for gold, and silver for sﬂver, and wheat for wheat,
and barley for barley, and dates for dates, and salt for salt,
like for like, equal for equal, from hand to hand (i.e. the
transaction must be completed before the two sides leave
each other). But if the types are different then sell as you
wish, as long as it is hand to hand.” (Muslim)

The Prophet # also said:
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“Whoever gives more or asks for more (than what he
gave) comits an act of Rib4. The giver and the taker are
equivalent (in this sin).” (Muslim)

The reason for its prohibition:

The commodities mentioned in the above Hadith are fundamental
necessities of life:

1. Gold and silver have been, throughout most of the history,
the mediums of exchange which make precise commercial
transactions possible.

2. Wheat, barley, dates and salt are essentials foodstuffs (especially
in Al-Madinah at the time the Prophet # was giving these
instructions, so they were tailored to the particular audience,
but the general can be inferred from the specific).

3. If Ribdis present in the exchange of these essential commodities,
it harms the people in general and leads to iniquity in their
business transactions. Therefore, the Prophet # prohibited it
for them. And when the same reason is found in another medium
of exchange besides gold and silver, it is subjected to the same
ruling. Likewise, when the same reason is present in another
foodstuff besides those mentioned, then it may not be sold
except like for like, hand to hand, because:
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“The Prophet # prohibited selling food (of the same variety)
except equivalent in weight and hand to hand.” (Muslim)

Conditions for the valid transaction of currency (mediums of
exchange) and food:

There are two conditions for the validity of these transactions:
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1. The quantities of the two items exchanged must be the same,
without any consideration of quality; based on the following
evidence: Abii Sa‘id Al-Khudri 4 narrated:
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Bilal & came to the Allah’s Messenger # with some Burni
dates (a high quality variety), the Prophet ¥ asked, “Where
did these come from?” He said, “We had some low quality
dates so I sold two S4¢of those for one S7¢of these.” The
Prophet # said, “Ohl (that is) exactly Rib4, (that is) exactly
Rib4. Don’t do that. Rather, if you want to buy, sell your
dates in separate transaction (i.e. for cash or for some other
commodity) then buy (the dates you want) with it (what
you received form the first transaction).” (Agreed upon)

And the Prophet # said:
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“Gold for gold, equal in weight.” (Muslim)

2. It is not permissible to delay the delivery of one of the two
items exchanged, instead the transaction must be completed
immediately as per the saying of Prophet #: “hand to hand”,
and his # statement:
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“Do not sell gold for gold unless equivalent in weight (and
from hand to hand), and do not sell less a lesser amount
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for a greater amount or vice versa; and do not sell silver
for silver unless equivalent in weight (and from hand to
hand), and do not sell a lesser amount for a greater amount
or vice versa, and do not sell gold or silver that is not present
at the moment of exchange for gold or silver that is present.”
(Agreed upon)

Islam did not prohibit anything except for a clear underlying
reason, or a benefit which will be realized by the people. And
pursuant to its prohibition, it prohibited the means which pave
the way for it, in order to close the road that leads to it.

For instance, the sale known as A/-7nah, in Arabic, is prohibited
in Islam. Its format is as follows:

A commodity is sold for a specific price, with the payment delayed
until a fixed date. Then the original owner buys back the commodity
for a reduced price. Now he has cash in his hand and he owes
the buyer an additional sum of money. This transaction has the
appearance of a sale of a commodity, but it is in reality a loan
on interest.

The indication that this transaction is Hardm is the Hadith of
the Prophet :
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“When you buy and sell using the A/-7nah format, and took
hold of the tails of cattle, and become content with agriculture
and abandon Jih4d in the way of Allah, Allah will impose
disgrace upon you and He will not remove it from you until
you return to your religion.” (4amad and others)
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Domg business with Banks

To lend a bank money or borrow from it on the condition of a
payment of a fixed annual or monthly percentage rate of interest,
say 2%, or more or less, is a form of prohibited Rib4.

Hasan Abdullah Amin has quoted in his book “Bank Deposits
and Investments in Islam”: The interest, then, is nothing else
but a stipulated excess on a loan to the benefit of the depositor in
the case of savings accounts or interest bearing checking accounts,
although it is not considered a valid loan in Islam (because the
borrower (the bank) is not given a fixed date to repay the loan, it
must be ready to pay up upon the depositor’s demand at anytime)
likewise when someone borrows money from the bank, they must
pay a stipulated percentage of interest on the loan. All of this is,
without the slightest doubt, Rib4. In fact it is one of the two forms
of Rib4a which was practised by the pre-Islimic period, which
the Qur’an prohibited decisively in the Statement of Allah:
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“..whereas Allah has permitted trading and forbidden Rib4
(usury)...” (2:275)

The prohibition of usury for Consumers and Producers
Some western economists make a distinction between usury on
consumer loans and usury on loans for commercial enterprise,
claiming that it was necessary to prohibit usury in the past, but
now it is necessary to permit it, because loans used to be taken
in the past for purposes of consumption, whereas now they are
taken for purposes of production. This is a deceptive distinction,
because if the usury was extracted on a consumer loan, the loan
was taken by the consumer to spend on some of his necessities,
so it is not permissible for him to pay back an extra percent on



The Pillars of Islam & Imén 239

his debt. Rather, it is enough for him to repay the original debt
when he is able.

And if the loan was taken for investment in a commercial enterprise,
the profit of that enterprise is due to the effort expended by the
borrower and not the capital of the loan, because capital by
itself will never produce an increase without accompanying
human effort.

The Prohibition on Ribd (Interest) in buying a House

Some Muslims have become entangled in Ripi as a result of
interest loan taken from banks to buy a home. They have taken
a Fatwd (religious verdict) from some people who said paying
Rib4 in this situation is permissible for people who don’t own
houses already, because they are forced into it by necessity. In
order to support their position, they made Qiy4ds (analogy) on
the permissibility of eating dead flesh (of an animal which was
not slaughtered properly) when a person is starving to death.

The two situations are totally different. The person who is permitted
to eat dead flesh is starving; if he doesn’t eat, he may die. Whereas the
person who doesn’t own a home can rent one, or buy an apartment,
or perhaps he could buy a very simple home without resorting
to a loan, rather than buying a more luxurious home on interest.

That is far better for him than to enter into an interest loan,
exposing himself to war with Allah and His Messenger #. Also,
the borrower may get behind on his payments which will
result in increasing interest, and one day he might lose the
house, either selling at a loss or having the bank foreclose the
mortgage and take back the house.

The Sahibah #% also faced problems of poverty and housing
shortages, but they didn’t resort to Rib4, so those who issue these
“Modernistic” Fatdwa and those seeking loans, should fear Allah
and steer clear of Rib4.
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One of the special features of Islam is that it doesn’t prohibit
something without providing a lawful alternative that will
make the unlawful things unnecessary. For instance, liquor is
prohibited to drink, but it is permitted for a Muslim to drink
any kind of juice (orange juice, grape juice, lemonade, etc.).

And when Rib4 was prohibited, business and trade in lawful
commodities was made permissible. One form of permitted
business is Mudharaba, which is a form of partnership where
one person invests money and the other invests his skill and
effort, and they share the profit or loss of the enterprise. So Islam
did not impose any hardship on the people (by prohibiting
Rib4) but rather it provided them with viable alternatives to it.
Among them are the following:

1. Qardh Hasan (a beautiful loan): Instead of a Muslim loaning
his money on interest which causes pollution and blight on
all his property and oppresses the borrower, Islam encourages
him to make the loan Qardh Hasan, and promised him a gracious
reward for it. Allah 3 said:

§ el B A2 A d 8 e 5 2
“Who is he that will lend to Allah a goodly loan so that He
may multiply it to him many times?...” (2:245)

2. Giving an extension to a person who cannot repay the loan
on time because of financial difficulty, until he gets back on
his feet. And Islam encourages the lender to forgive the loan
altogether in this circumstance. Allah 3 said:
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“And if the debtor is in a hard time (has no money), then
grant him time {till it is easy for him to repay, but if you
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4.

remit it by way of charity, that is better for you if you did
but know.” (2:280)

. Mutual aid by all means: This encompasses mutual aid on a

social level, in industry, in agriculture, and social security by
financing farmers and industrialists and craftsmen in order
to enable them to produce effectively. This returns a benefit for
the whole Ummah. Also, opening schools, building hospitals and
homes for the elderly and the incapacitated, and all other similar
investments fall under the mutual aid mentioned in the verse:
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“... Help you one another in A/-Birr and At-Tagwa (virtue,

righteousness and piety)...” (5:2)

The society which realizes these means will proceed, in the
shade of this comprehensive mutual aid, happily and far
removed from the distress of Riba4.

We should not forget the payment of Zakat to those who deserve
it. This will have a major impact on getting rid of Rib4.

In conclusion: Beware, my Muslim brother, from putting your money
in a (non-Islamic) bank. Even if you don’t take interest on it, the
bank takes your money and loans it out to gain interest. So you
are helping the Rib4 system, and are indirectly responsible. And
beware, my brother who is poor, from taking loans from those banks.

Luqtah is any form of guarded property exposed to dissipation,
whose owner is unknown.

The rule concerning it:

If the finder believes it to be safe if he left it where he found it,
it is preferable for him to take it. If he believes it will not be
safe if he leaves it in its place, it is W4jib for him to take it. But
if he knows he will covet it, then it is Hardm for him to take it.
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1. The basis for this is the statement of the Prophet # :
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When he was asked about finding gold or silver whose
owner is unknown, he said, “Note the sack that holds it
(the wealth) and the cord that draws the sack closed, then
announce its recovery for a year. If no one (claims it), you
can spend it, but it is a trust on deposit with you, so if its
owner comes to you at anytime (without a deadline) give
it to him.” They asked him about the lost camel, so he said,
“What do you have to do with? Leave it alone because its
food and drink are with it. It can find water and eat from
trees until its owner finds it.” And he was asked about a
sheep, so he said, “Take it, it’s either for you, or your
brother or a wolf.” (Agreed upon)

2. And he ¥ said:
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“Whoever finds a lost article, should have an honest
person or two honest people bear witness to it; and he
should not conceal it or go away then (i.e. disappear with
the goods). If he finds its owner, he should return it to
him, and if not, it is the wealth of Alldh, which He gives
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to whom He wills.” (4bii Dawiid, and its chain of narration
was graded authentic by the checker of Jami‘ul-Usil)
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3. Ibn Mas‘id « bought a slave-girl, but (before he could
pay the owner) the man went missing. He kept trying to
find him, but at the end of a year he was still missing. So he
distributed the price of the slave-girl as charity, a Dirham
here, two Dirhams there, saying: “Oh Allah, this is on
behalf of so~-and-so, but if he doesn’t agree, then on my
own behalf and I owe him the payment,” and he said,
“This is the way to handle the Lugtah if the owner cannot
be found.” (Bukhari)

4. It is recommended for a rich person who finds a lost article
to give it in charity after a year of advertising its discovery,
but if he’s poor it’s all right for him to make use of it.

Special rules regarding Lugtah in
the Haram (Sanctuary) of Makkah

It is (especially) prohibited to pick up a Lugfah in Makkah

except to announce about it. This is based on the statements of

Allah’s Messenger #&:
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1. “No one may pick up a Lagtfah in Makkah, except the one
who makes the announcement about it.” (Bukhdri
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2. “No one may pick it up (in Makkah) except the one who
announces about it.” (Bukhari)
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3. “Dropped articles are not permissible to be used except
for the one who advertises it.” (Bukhari)

Public announcement:

The one who finds it, should first note its special characteristics
which distinguish it from others. He should protect it as he protects
his own wealth, and it remains as a trust with him. Then he
should spread the news of its discovery among the people, in the
market and other places. And if its owner comes and is able to
describe the article by its distinguishing features, it is permissible
for the finder to hand it over to him.

And it is permissible to announce the discovery of a lost article
in Al-Magjid Al-Hardm in contrast to all other mosques. (See Fath al-
Bari. 5:88). 1t is preferable, however, to turn it in to the government
lost and found office which is reliable and well-known among
the people. That is better for its protection and easier for people
to refer to. The lost and found office is just inside the King ‘Abdul-
Aziz. door of Al-Masjid Al-Harim. Lost articles are registered
and held there to be returned to their owners. If no one claims
them, they are distributed among the poor people of Makkah.

Exception is made for food and for articles of insignificant value:

It is not necessary to advertise found food items, and it is per-
missible to eat them. Anas « reported that the Prophet # passed
by a date lying on the road. He # said:
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“If I were not afraid of it being from the Sadagah, 1 would
have eaten it.” (Agreed upon)

Likewise, in case of paltry items like a whip, or a rope, etc., the
person can pick them up to make use of them.



THE BOOK OF
MORALS & MANNERS



# Some of the morals of the noble Prophet #
» Good manners of the Messenger #% and his humbleness
# The Prophet’s call to Islam and Jihid
» Love of the Messenger # and following him
# Some Ahidith regarding the Messenger #
# Some Ahidith regarding the Muslim
@ Act upon the Ahidith of the Messenger %
# “Whatever the Messenger #% gives you, take it.”
@ Be slaves of Allah, brothers (to each other)
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Some of the Morals of
The Noble Prophet 4

His morals and character was the Qur’an. He would get angry
in accord with it, and he would be pleased in accord with it.
And he never took revenge on his own behalf, nor used to get
angry for his own sake, but if the sacred limits of Allah were
violated, he would become angry for Allah’s sake.

And he # was the truest of people in speech, and the most
careful in fulfilling his obligations. He was the softest of all of
them in temperament, and the most generous in his relations with
people. He was more modest than a secluded virgin. He would
lower his gaze, and his expression was mostly thoughtful. He
was not vulgar nor did he curse. He would forgive and pardon.
Whoever asked him for something, he would not turn him away
except after giving him what he requested or with a gentle word.
He was not harsh or tough mannered. He would never interrupt
the speech of another unless they transgressed the truth, in
which case he would prohibit him or correct him.

And he # used to take care of his neighbours and extend hospitality
to his guests. And he didn’t pass time in activities other than those
which draw one close to Allah, or actions which are unavoidable
(parts of human life). He was always hopeful of Allah’s Mercy
and was an optimist and disliked pessimism. If he had a choice
between two alternatives, he always chose the easier one as long
as it was not a sin. He loved providing relief to the troubled, and
aiding the oppressed ones.

And he # used to love his Companions and he would consult
them and kept himself informed about their conditions and
needs. If one of them fell ill, he would visit him. And if one of
them was absent (for a time) he would send for him; and
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whoever died, he would make Du 4 for him. He used to accept
the excuses of those who apologized. The powerful and the weak
had the same rights before him. When he spoke, if someone
cared to count his words, he would have been able to do so (due
to his eloquence i.e. deep meanings in brief statements and the
measured way in which he spoke).

And he # used to joke, but he would never say anything except
the truth.

Good Manners of the Messenger #&
And his Humbleness

He was the most merciful of people and the most generous to
his Companions. He would make room for them if space was
tight, be the first to offer salutation to whoever he met, and
when he shook hands with a man, he would not withdraw his
hand first.

He was the most humble of the people. If he came to a gathering
where people were sitting already, he would sit wherever he
found space, and he instructed others to do the same. He would
give those sitting with him a full chance to participate till every-
one of them thought that he is most honourable one before the
Prophet #. And he would not stand to disengage himself from
someone who sat down with him, unless he had some urgent
business, in which case he would take permission of the person.
And he # used to dislike people standing up for him.* Anas bin
Malik # narrated:

* It is permissible for a host to stand to receive a guest since the Prophet %
did it, and it is permissible to stand to embrace someone arriving from a
long journey.
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“No one was more beloved to (the Companions) than
Allah’s Messenger # and they did not used to stand up for
him knowing how much he disliked that.” (AAmad and
Tirmidhi, and it is authentic)

He would not speak with anyone in a way that the person may
dislike. He would visit the sick and loved the poor, sitting in
their company and attending their funerals. He never disdained a
poor person because of his poverty, nor was he awed by kings due
to their sovereignty. He treated the smallest blessing as something
great. He never criticized food; if he found it good, he ate, and
if not, he left it. He used to eat and drink with his right hand
saying Bismillah before, and praising Allah afterwards.

He loved the good and disliked what was noxious, such as onions
and garlic because of their strong pungent smell.

When the Prophet # performed Hajj, he said:
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“Oh Allah this is a Hajj without show-off and without the
desire for fame.” (Maqdisi, and it is authentic)

And he # could not be distinguished from his Companions in
his clothing or sitting. A bedouin would enter the Masjid and
ask, “Which one of you is Muhammad?” His favourite type of
clothing was the Qamis (a robe which stretched down to the
middle of his calf). He did not waste food nor was he extravagant
in his dress. He used to wear a cap and a turban, and a silver
ring on the little finger of his right hand, and he had a full and
long beard.
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The Prophet’s call to Zs/am and Jihad

Allah sent His Messenger, Muhammad # as a mercy for all the
world. He invited the Arabs and all of humanity to that which
will secure for them the well-being and the happiness of this
world and the Hereafter.

The first thing he called toward was the dedication of all
worship to Allah Alone, including supplication to Allah Alone.
Allah 3& said:
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“Say (Oh Muhammad #): I invoke only my Lord (Allah
Alone), and I associate none as partners along with Him.”
(72:20)

The Mushrikiin opposed this call because it contradicted their
belief in idol worship and because they were committed to a
blind following of their forefathers. They accused the Messenger #
of sorcery and insanity even though they had previously nick-
named him “the truthful and honest.”

The Prophet # endured steadfastly all the insult and injury of
his people, in obedience to the command of his Lord, Who said:
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“Therefore be patient (Oh Muhammad #) and submit to
the Command of your Lord (Allah, by doing your duty to

Him and by conveying His Message to mankind), and obey
neither a sinner nor a disbeliever among them.” (76:24) -

He remained in Makkah for 13 years, calling towards 7awhid
and bearing up tortures, along with his followers, under the
persecution of his people. After some people in the city of Al-
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Madinah accepted Islam, he and his Companions emigrated there
to establish the new Islamic society on the foundation of justice,
love, and equality. And Allah aided him with miracles, the most
important of which is the Qur’an, which calls towards 7awhid,
and knowledge, and Jikid, and the most noble morals.

He # wrote to the rulers far and near, inviting them to Islam,
saying to the Qaiser (Caesar—the Roman emperor):
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“Accept Islam, you will be safe and Allah will reward you
twice.”
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“Say (Oh Muhammad): Oh people of the Scripture
(Jews and Christians): Come to a word that is just between
us and you, that we worship none but Allah, and that we
associate no partners with Him, and that none of us shall
take others as lords besides Allah.” (3:64)
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“We do not obey the priests in what they initiate of
declaring things lawful and unlawful.”

The Prophet # fought the idolaters and the Jews and was
victorious over them. He personally participated in about
twenty campaigns as well as sent out tens of expeditions of his
Companions for Jihdd and for invitation to Islam, and freeing
nations from oppression and subjugation (to tyrannies). He
used to teach them (his Companions) to proceed by inviting to
Tawhid.
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Allah # said: -
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“Say (Oh Muhammad # to mankind): If you (really) love
Allah then follow me (i.e. accept Islamic Monotheism,
follow the Qur’an and the Sunnah), Allah will love you
and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving,
Most Merciful.” (3:31)

And the Prophet # said:

“None of you is a believer till I am dearer to him than his
child, his father and the whole of mankind.” (Agreed upon)

The Prophet # was of noble character and courage and generosity.
Those who saw him unexpectedly for the first time would be
awe-struck by him. Those who were associated with him and got
to know him, loved him. The Messenger # conveyed the Message,
offered the Ummah sincere advice, wished the best for them,
and united them. He, along with his Companions, conquered
the hearts of the people with Tawhid, as they conquered the lands
with their Jihdd. They released humanity from the worship of
slavery (other human beings) to the worship of the Lord.

And they conveyed this religion to us perfect and complete,
free from all deviation and superstition, without any need of
addition or deletion.

Allah 38 said:
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“.This day, I have perfected your religion for you,

completed My Favour upon you, and have chosen for you
Islam as your religion...” (5:3)
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And the Prophet # said:
@w\ 7,868 N iy < \3),

“I was sent only to complete the noble moral qualities.”
(Hzakim)
These are the moral qualities of your Prophet #, so hold fast to
them to be his true lovers.

Alldh 3% said:
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“Indeed in the Messenger of Allah (Muhammad #) you
have a good example to follow...” (33:21)

Know that true love for Alldh and His Messenger # demands
acting in accordance with the Book of Allah and the authentic
Ahadith of His Messenger #, making them a judge in all
matters and all disputes, loving Tawhid that he # called toward
and practising it, and not giving precedence to the judgement
or statement of anyone over the Qur’an and Sunnah:

Allah 3§ said:
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“Oh you who believe! Do not be forward in the presence
of Allah and His Messenger #, and fear Allah. Verily!

Allah is All-Hearing, All-Knowing.” (49:1)

One of the signs of loving him # is to love Zawhid which was the
core of his mission, to practise it, to love those who call towards
it, and to refrain from tagging them with repulsive nicknames.

Oh Allah, grant us love for him and the ability to follow him, and
grant us his intercession, and grant us moral qualities like his.
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Some Ahadith regarding the Messenger &
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1. “Verily I am leaving amongst you that which, if you hold
fast to it, you will never go astray — the Book of Allah
(Qur’an) and His Prophet’s Sunnah.” (Hikim, and graded
authentic by Al-Albani)
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2. “My Sunnah is obligatory upon you, and the Sunnah of
my rightly guided successors, hold fast to it.” (4#mad, and
it is authentic)
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3. “Oh Fatimah, daughter of Muhammad! Ask me of my
property what you wish. For I will not be able to avail you
against Allah at all (if you disbelieve).” (Bukhari)
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4. “Whoever obeys me, obeys Allah, and whoever disobeys
me, disobeys Allah.” (Bukhari)
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5. “Do not exaggerate my position in praise of me as the
Christians did with the son of Mary, for I am only the slave
of Allah, so say: The slave of Allah and His Messenger.”
(Bukhari)
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6. “May the curse of Allah be upon the Jews. They took the
graves of their Prophets as mosques.” (Bukhari)
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7. “Whoever attributed something to me, which I didn’t say,
let him take his place in the Fire.” (4hmad, and it is authentic)
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8. “I do not shake hands with women.” (Tirmidhi, and it is

authentic)

(Meaning those not closely related to him, such that they
would be permissible for him to marry).
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9. “Whoever has a distaste for my Sunnah, he is not of me.”
(Agreed upon)
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10.“Oh Allah, I seck refuge with you from the knowledge
which doesn’t benefit.” (Muslim)

(That is: knowledge which I do not act upon, nor teach,
nor does it change my character).
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Some Ahadith regarding the Muslim
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1. “A (true) Muslim is one from whose tongue and hand the
Muslims are safe.” (Agreed upon)

sy (G A5 6 42 Lo Sl
2. “Verbal abuse of a Muslim is hateful disobedience (of Allah)
and fighting him is Kufr (an act of disbelief).” (Bukhari)
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3. “Cover your thighs, because the thighs are part of a man’s
private area.” (Ahmad, and it is authentic)
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4. “A Mu’min is not given to character assassination, nor to
cursing, nor obsenity, nor foul language.” (Muslim)
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5. “One who wields a weapon against us is not one of us.”
(Muslim)
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“One who deceives is not one of us.” (Zirrmidhi,and it is authentic)
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6. “One who is deprived of gentleness is deprived of goodness.”
(Muslim)
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7. “Whoever secks the pleasure of Allah in that which incurs
the anger of the people, Allah will take care of him, so he
doesn’t depend on what the people have. And whoever seeks
the pleasure of people in what incurs Allah’s Anger, Allah
leaves him to those people.” (Tirmidhi, and it is authentic)
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8. “May Allah curse the briber and the one who takes the
bribe.” (Tirmidhi, and it is g0od) '
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9. “That (part) of the lower garment which hangs below the
ankle will be in the Fire.” (Bukhir)
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10. “If a man says to his brother ‘Oh Kafir? Then it would
return to one of them.” (Bukhiri)
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11. “Do not say to a hypocrite ‘our master’, because even if
he may be your master, you will anger Allah 38.” (AAmad,

it is authentic)
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12. “The child is deposited as a security for his ‘Agigah (the
animal slaughtered in gratitude to Allah for the blessing
of the birth of the child). It should be slaughtered on his
behalf the seventh day (after his birth) and he should
be given a name and his head should be shaved.” (4bi
Déawiid, and it is authentic)
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Act upon the Ahadith of the Messenger &
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1.-“The Day of Judgement will not come until the Muslims
fight the Jews, then the Muslims will kill them.” (Muslim)
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2. “Whoever fights so that the Word of Allah is held high
(implemented), he is in the way of Allah.” (Bukhari)
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3. “Whoever pleases the people by angering Allah, Allah will
leave him to the people.” (Zirmidhi)
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4. “Whoever dies and he was invoking someone as rival to
Allah, will enter the Fire.” (Bukhari)
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5. “Whoever conceals knowledge, Allah will bridle him with
a bridle of fire.” (Ahmad, and it is authentic)
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6. “Whoever plays with dice definitely disobeyed Allah and
His Messenger.” (AAmad, and it is authentic)
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7. “Islam started out in the state of strangeness, and it will

return to being a strange, as it started. Then, 77b4 (a gigantic
tree in Paradise) is for the strangers.” (Muslim)

And in one version:
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“So, Tub4d will be for the strangers who strive to correct

things when the people have become corrupted.” (Abu Umr
Ad-Dani with an authentic chain of narration)

fcze “ o~ ¢ s {é- Z 4 - ﬁ{é /,1‘, FaR
}'6\ eax 0 ‘_J}éf £ 90 u—;‘u Q‘O)A:'L@ u’"u ZSL?}"Q @)L»
[A.?‘To\)) G’M] .((° ,/‘..,i :}i.f
8. “Tiaba will be for the strangers: Righteous people in the
midst of a multitude of evil people. Those who disobey them
will be far more than those who obey them.” (AAmad, and
it is authentic)
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9. “There is no obedience (to allowed) in the isobedience of
Allah. Obedience is only (permitted) in what is known to
be good.” (Bukhiri)



260 "The Pillars of Islam & Imin

“Whatever the Messenger &
Gave you, Take it”
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1. “Allah cursed women who pluck their eyebrows and
women who do it for others; those who try to change the
creation of Allah.” (Agreed upon)
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2. “And the women who would be dressed but appear to be
naked, who would be seductive and easily seduced by
others. Their heads would be like the humps of the Bukhf

camel inclined to one side. They will not enter Paradise
and they would not smell its odour.” (Muslin)
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3. “Fear Allah and seck your sustenance in what is lawful
(i.e. leave the Hardm alone).” (Hikim, and it is authentic)
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4. “Take it easy on yourselves (in Du4”and in remembrance
of Allah) for you are not calling upon One, Who is deaf or
absent.” (Muslim) '
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5. “The people who are tested most severely are the Prophets,
then those who are pious.” (Ibn M4gjah, and it is authentic)
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6. “Try to maintain relations (even) with those who cut
relations with you, and treat well those who freat you
badly, and speak the truth, even against yourself.” (/bn
Najjar, and it is authentic)
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7. “Woe to the slave of the Dinar and Dirham (two types
of Arabic currency) and the robe. If he is given, he is
pleased, and if he is not given, he is not pleased.”
(Bukhiri)
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8. “Should I not guide you to a thing that if you do it you
will love each other? Spread Salim (the greeting of peaee)
among yourselves.” (Muslim)

(i.e. greet each other with As-Saldmu ‘Alaikum and respond
with Wa Alaikumus-Salim, whether you know the other
person or not).
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9. “Be in this world as if you are a stranger or a traveler on
the road.” (Bukhari
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10. “(In a gathering) A man should not make another man
stand from where he was sitting, then take his place.
Rather you should make room for each other and give

~each other space.” (Muslim)
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Be Slaves of Allah, Brothers (To each other)

Allah’s Messenger # said:
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“Do not envy each other; and do not hate each other; and
do not eavesdrop on each other; and do not compete with
each other (each trying to get some worldly benefit and
excluding others from it); and do not spy on each other
(searching for each others faults); and do not bid for
auctioned goods, which you don’t intend to buy, in order
to raise the price artificially; and do not avoid each other,
and do not give each other the cold shoulder. And do not
try to interfere in a business deal, where the buyer and
seller have reached an agreement, in order to get one of
them to abandon the deal and make the same deal with
you. And be slaves of Allah, brothers (fo each other) as he
ordered you. A Muslim is the brother of the Muslim. He
does not oppress him, he does not abandon him, and he
does he look down upon him.”
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“At-Tagqwd (piety and fear of Allah) is right here. Af-Tagqwa
is right here.” (And he pointed to his chest)
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“It is sufficient sin for a man to look down upon his brother
Muslim. Every Muslim is considered sacred to another
Muslim: His blood, his honor and his property.”
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“Beware of suspicion, for verily suspicion is the most
false (form) of speech.”
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“Verily Allah does not consider your appearances or your
wealth (in appraising you) but He considers your hearts
and your deeds.” (Bukhari) '




