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Introduction

In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious, Most Merciful

All praise is for Allah, Lord of the worlds. I testify that nothing
other than Allah alone, without any partner, deserves worship; and I
testify that Muhammad is His worshipful slave and Messenger. May
Allah raise his mention and grant peace upon him, his family, and
all of his Companions.

To proceed:

It is not something ambiguous that the phase of youth is a very
important stage in a person’s life. This is because it is the phase of
strength, energy, easy activity, strong bodily limbs, and soundness
of the senses, whereas when the human grows old, his senses and
strengths weaken.

Islam has thus afforded special attention and tremendous care to
this phase. The texts have come emphasizing the phenomenal status
and importance of this life phase, and our Prophet & encouraged
with hastening to take advantage of it while exercising caution
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against wasting it.
It has come on the authority of Ibn ‘Abbis that the Prophet £ said
to a man while admonishing him:
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“Take advantage of five before five: your youth
before your infirmity (old age), your health before
illness, your wealth before poverty, your free time
before being busy, and your life before your death.”

Also, it has come on the authority of Ibn Mas’iid that the Prophet
€8 said:
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“The feet of the son of Adam will not move on the

Day of Judgment from being in the audience of

his Lord until he is questioned about five matters:

about his life and how he used it, his youth and how

he spent it, his wealth and how he earned and spent
it, and what he did regarding what he knew.”?

! Collected by al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak (7846), who graded it sahzh. Adh-Dhahabi
concurred. Al-Albani authenticated it in Sahih al-Jami’ (1077).

? Collected by at-Tirmidhi (2416) and graded sahih by al-Albani in As-Sahihah (946).




Introduction

So the Prophet # informed us that the person will be questioned
about his life on the Day of Judgment with two questions:

1) About his life in general, from its beginning until its end.

2) About the stage of youth specifically, despite the fact that,
no doubt, the stage of youth is included when asking about his life.
However, he will be questioned specifically about it on the Day of
Judgment.

Accordingly, it is befitting for the youth to be aware of the impor-
tance of this phase and to be constantly mindful that his Lord will
question him on the Day of Judgment about what he did during
it—in addition to the question about his entire life, which is inclu-
sive of the phase of youth—Dbecause it is the phase of strength,
energy, easy activity, bodily strength, and completeness of the
senses.

As such, the Prophet # encouraged the youth (as occurs in the
previous hadith) to take advantage of this phase in a tremendous
way.

Also, he left this as a legacy for the people of knowledge and those
who care for the nurturing, dawah, and education of the youth.
This is because the youth need care, kind treatment, gentleness,
endearment, and that which will cause them to love goodness and
its people, so that they are not captured by the people of falsehood
and those who have mastered forbidden acts.

Accordingly, the Sahabah were adamant in actualizing these great
meanings, as has come on the authority of Aba Sa‘id al-Khudri.
When he would see the youth, he would say:

°
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“Allah’s Messenger advised us with the legacy of
making room for you in the sittings and imparting
to you understanding of the hadith, for certainly,
you are our successors’ and the people of hadith
after us.”

He used to direct himself towards the young person, telling him:
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“O my nephew, if you ever have doubt about

something, then ask me until you are certain. For

certainly, you leaving upon certainty is more beloved
to me than you leaving upon doubt.™

3 ®

When ‘Abdullih bin Masad would see a young person seeking
knowledge, he would say:
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? Meaning: “You will take our places in the future in teaching the people and inviting
them to Allah’s religion.”

# Collected by al-Bayhaq in his book Shu @b al-Iman (1610).

10




Introduction

“Welcome to you, springs of wisdom, lanterns in

the darkness, those who have worn-out clothing

while being new in heart’; O you who are seques-

tered in the houses®, who are a pleasant fragrance of
every tribe!””

The advice of the Salaf to the youth and their concern for this phase
is very abundant. In this treatise, Advice of the Salaf to the Youth, 1
have selected a group of them along with a simple commentary on
each advice.

> Translator’s note: Ibn Manzir says in Lisin al-Arab:
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Al-jiddah (i.., newness) is the exact opposite of al-bila (that Wthh is worn out), as it
is said that something is jadid (meaning new and unfaded). From its plural forms are

ajiddah, judud, and judad.”

As it comes in this narration, their clothes are worn out, yet they are “new in heart” (s
asldll). Likewise, there comes in the hadith reported in Al-Mustadrak by al-Hakim from
‘Abdullah bin ‘Amr [that the Prophet £ said]:
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“Certainly, faith fades in the heart of one of you just as a garment fades; therefore, be-
seech Allah to renew iman in your hearts.”

¢ Translator’s note: Meaning, they seclude themselves from evil and involvement in
fitnah, as comes authentically in the hadith: “Seclude yourselves to your homes” (Isis8
gl U-D\a) Meaning, to disengage from fitnah. The hils [uals, pl. U.D\A (ablas)] is
the fabric placed between the saddle and the back of a riding animal. It is a metaphor
denoting the close proximity of one thing to another; as is found in the previous hadith
and the statement of Ibn Mas’ud, hulus al-buyirt (&gl unla) are those who stay close to
home to avoid evil and involvement in fiznah.

7 Collected by Ibn ‘Abdil-Barr in Jami’ Bayin al-Tim wa Fadlibi (256).
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The First Advice

Reading the Qur'dn & Fasting

Advice from 'Amr bin ‘Abdilldh as-SabrT (d. 129 AH)

On the authority of Abul-Ahwas who said: “Abii Is'hiaq (meaning
Amr as-Sabi‘I)1 said:
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““O young people, take advantage (meamng, of your
youth). Rarely does a night pass me except that I
recite a thousand verses during it. I recite al-Baqarah
in a single 7akah. Indeed, I fast the sacred months, as
well as three days out of every month, and Mondays

' ‘Amr bin Abdillah bin ‘Ubayd al-Hamidani, Abi Is'hiq as-Sabii, reliable narrator of
many ahddith, from the scholars of Hamidan in the province of Khurasin. His narra-

tions can be found in the six major books of hadith. See Taqrib at-Tahdhib (p. 739).

12




The First Advice

and Thursdays.” Then he recited: ‘And as for your
Lord’s blessing, then narrate it.”*”?

His saying, “I recite a thousand verses a night,” is intended to be
approximate, not exact. The meaning of it is that he completes the
Qur'an once per week. Completing the Qur'an once a week was the
practice of most of the Salaf.

It has come from ‘Amr bin Maymin that he would meet a man
from his brothers and say, “Allah blessed me to pray so much last
night, and has provided so much good.™

Abu ‘Abdillah al-Hakim said in A/l-Mustadrak, after reporting the
previous two narrations, “May Allah have mercy on ‘Amr bin
‘Ubayd as-Sabi‘i and ‘Amr bin Maymiin al-Awdj, for certainly they
have drawn attention to what will encourage the youth towards
worship.”

Also, the two narrations contain the matter of nurturing by way of
example. The young person needs this situation so that he is encour-
aged and finds it easy to imitate. However, it is befitting for the
teacher to be mindful of having a good intention and aim so that he
does not fall into showing off, thus invalidating his deeds.

2 Stirah ad-Duhi 93:11
3 Collected by al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak (3947).
4 Collected by al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak (3948).

13



The Second Advice

Be Mindful About Whom You Take
Knowledge From

Advice from Anas bin Sifin (d. 118 AH)

Also from the collection of advice of the Salaf for the youth is what
came on the authority of Hammad bin Zayd, who said: “We entered
upon Anas bin Sirin! while he was ill. So he said:
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“‘Be fearfully mindful of Allih, o young people!
Look (carefully) at those from whom you take these

! Abii Miisa, Anas bin Sirin, from the scholars of Basrah, from the middle Tibi‘in. He
was the mawli (freed slave) of the Sahibi Anas bin Mailik, from whom he narrated
ahadith. Likewise, he narrated from Jundub bin ‘Abdilldh, Ibn ‘Abbas, Shurayh al-Qadi,
and many others. Many notable scholars narrated #hidith from him, such as Ayyib
as-Sakhtiyani, Hammad bin Zayd, Hammad bin Salamah, and Yiinus bin ‘Ubayd, to
name a few. His narrations can be found in the six major books of Aadith.

14




The Second Advice

abaidith, for certainly they are part of your religion.”””

This is an extremely tremendous advice—namely, that the young
person who is engaged in seeking knowledge and acquiring
Prophetic narrations should acquire this at the hands of trustworthy,
firmly-rooted people of knowledge, those who possess understand-
ing and vision, who have seniority in knowledge. They are not to
take knowledge from everyone, but are only to take knowledge from
a person of Sunnah, whose foot is firmly planted in it.

It has come from Ibn Shawdhab that he said:
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“Certainly, from Allah’s blessing on the young

person, once he devotes himself to worship, is that

he establishes brotherhood with a person of Sunnah
who will carry him upon it.”

Also, it has come from Amr bin Qays al-Mula'i [that he said]:
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“When you see a youth first raised with Ahlus-

Sunnah wal-Jama‘ah, then hope for him, and if you

see him accompanying the people of innovation,

then despair, for certainly, the youth is upon his
initial upbringing.”

2 Collected by al-Khatib in Al-Jami’ li-Akhlaq ar-Riwi wa Adib as-Sami’ (139).

15



ADVICE OF THE SALAF TO THE YOUTH

Also, ‘Amr bin Qays reportedly said:
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“Ihe youth grows up. So if you see him preferring to

sit with the people of knowledge, he would nearly be

saved already, while if you see him inclining to other
than them, he would nearly be ruined already.”®*

T

o

? The previous three narrations are collected by Ibn Battah in Al-Ibinab al-Kubri (1/204,
#42-44), :

4 Ibn Battah comments on these narrations with the following advice:
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“So look, may Allah have mercy upon you, at those whom you accompany, and those
with whom you sit. Know every person by way of their companionship and every in-
dividual by way of their associate. May Allih grant us and you refuge from those who
are misled, being tried in their religion, and may He not make us from the brethren of
those who are purposeless or the associates of devils. I beseech Allah’s protection from

misguidance for myself and for you, and to be spared with well-being from reprehensi-
ble behavior.”

16




The Third Advice

Goodness is (Almost) Exclusively
During Youth

Advice from Malik bin Dinar (d. 127 AH)

The third advice is what came on the authority of Malik bin Dinar'
(d. 127 AH), who said:

R

Certainly, goodness is (almost) exclusively during
youth.”

Mailik bin Dinar drew attention to this great point concerning the
importance of this stage of life, and that if the young person utilizes
it well, he will attain a great deal of good. What he acquires in his
youth will become a base, a support, and a firm foundation that will

! Malik bin Dinar as-Sami from the scholars of Basrah, the zihid, graded to be truthful
and known for excelling in devotion to worship, from the elder Tabi’ at-Tabi‘in. His

ahidith are reported in the four collections of Sunan. See Tagrib at-Tahdhib (p. 910).
2 Collected by al-Khatib in Al-Jami’ li-Akblaq ar-Rawi wa Adab as-Sami’ (673).

17
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remain with him until his death, serving as a benefit for himself and
his community, and a means of sincere advice for others. On the
other hand, if he did not adequately do so, he would have wasted
the goodness and blessing of this life stage for himself.

When the prowess of youth, having idle time, and having readily
available money coincide for the young person, this can be a cause
of his destruction, as was once said:
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Certainly, youth, idle time, and wealth
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Ruin a man in a most terrible fashion.

Additionally, when a fourth matter is added to the prowess of
youth, free time, and ample wealth—namely, an abundance of trials
that are in close proximity to the young person with many doors
of access—then this is from the greatest destroyers for the young
person, who, because of that, goes on to commit terrible offenses
against the phase of youth, resulting in him missing out on its
goodness and blessing.

So Milik bin Dinar used to say, “Goodness is (almost) exclusively
during youth,” in order to draw attention to the great goodness and
blessing of this life stage, so long as Allah guides the young person

and aids him in utilizing it in a manner that pleases Him.

18




The Fourth Advice

Hasten to Get the Blessilig of Knowledge

Advice from Sufydn ath-Thawri (d. 161 AH)

From the collection of advice of the Salaf for the youth is what has
come from Zayd bin Abiz-Zarqa', who said: “Sufyan (meaning
ath-Thawri)! exited while we were at his door. So he said:
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“‘O young people, rush to get the blessing of this

knowledge, for certainly you do not know—perhaps

you will not reach what you expect from it. You
must, therefore, benefit each other.’”?

! Sufyan bin Sa‘id bin Masriiq ath-Thawri, Abi ‘Abdillah, from the scholars of Kiifah,
trustworthy Hafiz, Imam, Hujjah; from the leaders of the senior Tabi® at-Tabi‘in. His
narrations are found in the six major hadith collections. See Tagrib (p. 394).

% Collected by Aba Nu‘aym in his book Hilyah al-Awliya' (6/370).

19



ADVICE OF THE SALAF TO THE YOUTH

His saying, “Rush to get the blessing of this knowledge,” means:
Take advantage of the opportunity of your youth and utilize it to
acquire knowledge. This is because, when a human being grows old,
he does not have the same energy, memory, ability, and recollection
that he had during the phase of youthfulness. This is in addition
to what later surrounds him of responsibilities, work, business, and
worldly interests, whereas the young person does not have anything
of the sort.

Additionally, the stage of youth ends quickly, as Imim Ahmad said:
“I have not compared youth to anything except like something I
once carried in my sleeve and then dropped.”

His saying, “For certainly you do not know—perhaps you will
not reach what you expect from it,” means: The young person
may expect to get a certain substantial amount of knowledge, to
memorize a certain amount, and to read a certain amount, and he
may expect other things, but he does not attain them. However,
when he strives with himself, seeks Allah’s aid, and is diligent in
taking advantage of his stage of youth, then certainly, by Allih’s
permission, he will acquire tremendous good. Allah has said:

ad A Oy e g G phes Sl p
- ° ,0
{ Gl
As for those who strive hard in Us (Our cause), We
will surely guide them to Our Paths (i.e., Allah’s

religion—Islamic monotheism). And verily, Allah is
with the mubsinan (good doers).

[Stirah al-’Ankabiit 29:69]

His saying, “You are, therefore, to benefit each other,” contains

% Al-Hafiz adh-Dhahabi mentioned this in Siyar A lm an-Nubali' (11/305).

20




The Fourth Advice

an encouragement for the youth to utilize their meetings with
each other to benefit each other and to review knowledge between
themselves.

21



The Fifth Advice

Give Precedence to Pursuing the Hereafter
Advice from al-Hasan al-Basri (d. 110 AH)

Also from the advice of the Salaf for the youth is what has been
reported from al-Hasan al-Bagri,' that he used to frequently say:
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“O young people, it is upon you to pursue the
Hereafter. We have often seen those who pursued
the Hereafter and reached it while still attaining
the dunyi. However, we have never seen someone
pursue the dunya and still get the Hereafter along-

£
‘/

' Al-Hasan bin Abil-Hasan, from the freed slaves of the Ansir, from the scholars of
Basrah; he was graded as trustworthy, well-known, fzgih. He was the head of the gen-
eration of the intermediate Tabi‘in. His narrations are found in the six major Aadith
collections. See Tagrib at-Tahdbib (p. 236).
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The Fifth Advice

side the dunya.”*

This is an extremely tremendous matter that Imam al-Hasan
al-Basri alerted the young person to—namely, that he is to make the
Hereafter his ambition, tend to attaining it, and busy his time with
that which will bring him closer to his Lord. So long as he does that,
then certainly Allah will graciously bless him with his fair share and
portion of the world.

It is not to be understood from what has preceded that a person
is to leave off getting what establishes his worldly life, sustenance,
residence, and clothing, thus remaining dependent on others.
Rather, it does not harm the Muslim to work and toil, and to
acquire wealth, even if the wealth in his possession becomes great.
However, what would harm him is making the world his main
ambition, pursuit, and purpose, and the extent of his knowledge, as
it has come from the Prophet £ that he would say in supplication:
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“Do not make the world our greatest ambition nor
the extent of our knowledge.”

Likewise, he said:
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“Certainly, that you leave your inheritors self-sufh-
cient is better than leaving them dependent, begging

2 Collected by al-Bayhaqi in Kitdb az-Zuhd (12).

3 Collected by at-Tirmidhi in A/-Jami, in the chapter entitled “Ad-Dawat” (3502),
graded to be asan by al-Albani in the checking of the book Al-Kalim ar-Tayyib (226).
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ADVICE OF THE SALAF TO THE YOUTH

from the people.™

So whoever makes the Hereafter their main ambition, Allih will
gather their affairs in order and the world will come to them, being
forced to do so; whereas whoever makes the world their main
ambition, Allah will place poverty between their eyes, and nothing
will come to them of this world except what Allih had written for
them.

# Collected by al-Bukhari in his Sahh (1295), and by Muslim in his Sz47h (1628).
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The Sixth Advice

Remember that Many People Die
While Still Young

Advice of ‘Awn bin ‘Abdillah (d. before 120 AH)

Also from the advice of the Salaf for the youth is what has come on
the authority of ‘Ugbah bin Abi Hakim who said: “We were sitting
with ‘Awn bin ‘Abdillah!, who then said to us while stroking his
beard:

-
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““Young people, we have seen the youth dying.
Harvesting is not delayed once the minjal* arrives.””

/,/

1 ‘Awn bin ‘Abdillih bin ‘Utbah bin Mas’ad al-Hudhali, Aba ‘Abdillah, from the scholars
of Kifah, from the latter Tabi‘in. His narrations are found in the collection of Muslim
as well as the four Sunan collections. See Taqrib at-Tahdhib (p. 758).

2 The minjal is a hand tool used in the past to harvest crops.

3 Collected by Ibn Abid-Dunyi in his book Al- Umur wash-Shayb (42).
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ADVICE OF THE SALAF TO THE YOUTH

He intended that whoever reaches this age, then the time has arrived
for his harvesting. Also, the demise of the one who has grown old
has drawn near. He mentioned that to them to alert them to the
fact that a person should not be deluded on account of secing those
whose lifespans have been extended. This is because many are fooled
when they see those who have lived to an old age, believing that
“they will reach a similar age. This results in a person neglecting
many matters, procrastinating and delaying. It is as it has been said:
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A single person lives long, tricking his people in doing so,
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While those who die young are forgotten.?

It has also come from al-Hasan al-Basri, with the exact same
meaning, that one day he said to those sitting with him, who were a
mixture of elders and youths:
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“O assembly of elders, what is expected to be
done with crops once they ripen?” They said, “The

harvest.” He said, “O young people, crops can be
stricken with misfortune before they ripen.”

* Translator’s note: Abi Nu‘aym reported in Hilyah al-Awliya’ (10836) that Sufyin ath-
Thawri frequently quoted this line of poetry after reaching old age.

> Collected by al-Bayhaqi in Kitdb az-Zubd (500).
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The Sixth Advice

So it is befitting that the state of the Muslim should be as has come

in the narration:

-
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“When you reach the evening, then do not expect to
reach morning, and when you reach the morning,
do not expect to reach the evening.”®

Ibn al-Jawzi said:
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“It is mandatory for one who does not know when
death will suddenly reach him to be prepared, and
to not be deluded by youth and health. The greatest
minority of those who die are elders, while most of

those who die are youths. For this reason, those who
live until old age are rare.””

\

3

What testifies to this fact is that when you look at families, you find
that those of old age are few, and that most of those who die do so
during the stage of youth or childhood.

6 Collected by al-Bukhiri (6416) on the authority of ‘Abdulldh bin ‘Umar as his state-

ment.

7 Sayd al-Khatir by Ibn al-Jawzi (p. 240).
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The Seventh Advice

Youth is the Best Time to Learn
Advice from AbU Zabyadn (d. 90 AH)

Also from the advice of the Salaf for the youth is what has come
from Qabus bin Abi Zabyin', who said:
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“We prayed the first prayer (i.e., Fajr) behind Abi

' Qabiis bin Abi Zabyan al-Janbi, from the scholars of Kiifah during the generation of
contemporaries of the latter Tabi‘in; not known to have narrated from any Sahabah. His
narrations are found with al-Bukhari in Al-Adab al-Mufrad, as well as the Sunan of Abi
Dawid, at-Tirmidhi, and Ibn Majah. See 7agrib (p. 789).
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The Seventh Advice

Zabyan?. All of us were young people from the
neighborhood except for the mu adh 'dhin, who was
undoubtedly an elder. Upon making the zslim, he
turned towards us and started (individually) asking
the youths, “Who are you? Who are you?” Upon
asking them, he said (in such a way to induce,
encourage, and stimulate them), ‘A prophet was
never sent except that he was a young person, and
knowledge is not received at any time better than
while a person is a youth.””?

So he alerted them about taking advantage of the goodness and
blessing of youth, that it is a tremendous opportunity for prepara-
tion and acquiring, and to utilize energy and strength.

? Husayn bin Jundub bin al-Harith al-Janbi, Abii Zabyan, from the trustworthy scholars
of Kitfah, from the eldest Tabi‘in. His narrations are found in the six major hadith col-
lections. See Taqrib as-Tabdhib (p. 253).

3 Collected by Abii Khaythamah in Kizib al-Tim (80).
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The Eighth Advice

The Importance of Having a Skilled Trade

Advice from AyyGb as-Sakhtiyant (d. 131 AH)

The eighth advice is what Imim Ahmad reported in his book
Al-Ward’ on the authority of ‘Abdul-Wahhab ath-Thaqafi, who said:
“Ayytb! (meaning, as-Sakhtiyani) came out to us one day and said:
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“‘Oh young people, work a skilled trade. You will
not need to go to the doors of such-and-such people.’

“Then he mentioned those who are disliked (for one to seck help
from).”?

! Ayyib bin Abi Tamimah Kaysan as-Sakhtiyani, Aba Bakr, from the scholars of Basrah,
a lacter TabiG, from the senior-most scholars, known to excel in worship. His narrations
are found in the six major Aadith collections. See Taqrib (p. 158).

? Collected by Ibn Abid-Dunyi in Kitib al-Wara’ (94).
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The Eighth Advice

Meaning, the young person, alongside acquiring knowledge, is
to have a skilled trade to earn wealth and sustenance to spend on
himself, and upon his family and children later. He is not to be
dependent on others, so that once he reaches old age he will not
need to go to this person and that person seeking assistance and
help. The most blessed, beneficial, and pure sustenance is that which
a person’s hands earned.
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The Ninth Advice

Don’t Obstruct Those Praying in
the Masjid

Advice from Thabit al-Bunant (d. 120 AH)

From the general advice of the Salaf for the youth is what came on
the authority of Ja'far, who said: “Thabit al-Bunani' used to come
out to us, and once we were sitting in the front of the giblah, so he
said:
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O young people, you have obstructed me from
prostrating to my Lord.’

[{¥1

“The prayer was something that had become beloved to him.”?

! Thabit bin Aslam al-Bunini, Aba Muhammad, from the scholars of Basrah, a latter
Tabi‘T. His narrations are found in the six maJor hadith collections. See Taqrib at-Tah-

dhib (p. 185).
? Reported by Abii Nu‘aym in Hilyah al-Awliya' (2/322).
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The Ninth Advice

He was alluding to the fact that some youths who meet and gather
in the masjid use the opportunity of meeting with some of their
friends in the masjid to have side conversations. Nearby, there may
be someone who came to the masjid to worship Allah and to find
peace and humility in their prayer. So they interfere with him and
his prayer. They did not busy themselves in the masjid with worship
and remembering Allah, nor did they leave those who came to the
masjid to worship Allah able to busy themselves with worship and
turning to Him.

Accordingly, preserving the sanctity of the masjid as well as the
sanctity and status of the people of the masjid is from that which
the young person should be mindful of, so that they do not distract
them with matters unrelated to worship, tranquility, and humility
in prayer.

This is enough, let alone what has materialized in this time of
communication devices being carried by the youth in his pocket.
He may distract people during prayer with his phone’s ringtone,
answering the phone, or something of the sort, disturbing people
while they pray and causing a lack of comfort and tranquility.
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The Tenth Advice

Properly Greet with the Salam
Advice from Maymin bin Mihran (d. 117 AH)

From the collection of advice of the Salaf for the youth is what has
come from Muhammad bin Stiqah, who said:
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“Maymain bin Mihran' encountered me, so I said,

‘HayyakAllah (i.e., may Allah greet you).” So he said,

“This is the greeting of the youth; say it with the
salam.”?

Also, there is found in the hadith from the Prophet £:

' Maymiin bin Mihran al-Jazari, originally from Kifah, took residence in Raqqah
while serving as the governor of ‘Umar bin ‘Abdil-Aziz over the jazirah of the Levant.
Trustworthy scholar from the latter Tibi‘in. His narrations are found in al-Bukhari’s A/-
Adab al-Mufiad and the four collections of Sunan. See Taqrib (p. 990).

? Collected by Abit Nu‘aym in Al-Hilyah (4/86).

34




The Tenth Advice
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“Whoever begins speaking without first greeting
with the salam, then do not respond to him.”

His saying, “This is the greeting of the youth,” means that some
youths personally might enjoy giving a particular greeting, think-
ing that it is nicest when meeting his brothers or associates. So, as
a result, he leaves off the salim and abandons it, instead initiating
some other greetings as he desires and is inclined towards. He may
even limit himself to that while abandoning the sz/im, or he might
give the greeting of salim afterwards.

3 Collected by Ibn as-Sunni in Amal al-Yawm wal-Laylah (214). Refer to As-Sahihah of
al-Albani, hadith #816.
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The Eleventh Advice

Important Advice to Both the Youth
& Elders

Advice from Maymuon bin Mihran (d. 117 AH)

Also from the general advice of the Salaf for the youth is what is
reported from Abul-Malih, who said: “Maymiin bin Mihran said to

us, while we were around him:

P 2 _ 3o 2 % P
el 5SSl Sblas el oladl jaan
P B L ) S
1858 o g AR SR G ol
“‘O young people, use your energy and youth in

obedience of Allah. O assembly of elders, up until

when?’”!

He advised them to take advantage of the strength and energy of
youthfulness in obedience to Allih and that which brings one close
to Him.

! Collected by Aba Nu‘aym in Al-Hilyah (4/87).
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The Eleventh Advice

Then he said, “O assembly of elders, up until when?” Meaning:
How long will you wait, not utilizing your lives in obedience to

Allah?
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The Twelfth Advice

The Importance of Prayer
Advice from Sufyan ath-Thawr (d. 161 AH)

It has come from al-Firyabi that he said:
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“Sufyan ath-Thawri used to pray and then turn
towards the youth, saying, ‘If you do not pray today,
then when will you?’”!

Sufyan ath-Thawri advised the youth with a tremendous advice,
which is to utilize their lives to obey Alldh. If the young person
does not utilize his phase of youth in prostrating for Allah, then he
may become weak and enter a phase of his life in which he would
love to prostrate but will be unable to because of a weakening of his
strength and sickness of his body. So he will not be able to prostrate.

! Collected by Abii Nu‘aym in Al-Hilyah (7/59).
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The Twelfth Advice

For this reason, he said, “If you do not pray today, then when will
you?”
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The Thirteenth Advice

O Youth, Don’t You Long for the
' Hiir al-“In?

Advice from al-Hasan al-Basri (d. 110 AH)

The 13% advice is what has come from Rabi‘ah bin Kulthiim, who

said:
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“Al-Hasan (al-Basri) looked at us one day while we
were young people around him and said: ‘O young

people, don’t you long for the /ir al-in (wide-eyed
maidens of Paradise)?’”!

This is a wonderful thing that Imim al-Hasan al-Basri directed
attention to, reminding the youth about the bliss of Paradise and
what it contains of pleasures and joys, part of which is the beautiful

! Collected by Ibn Abid-Dunyi in his book Sifah al-Jannah (312).
Yy y
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The Thirteenth Advice

wide-eyed maidens. This is in order to renew vitality and longing
for Paradise and its bliss. Once this is established in the heart of the
youth, it drives him, after Allah’s guidance, to striving in deeds for
the Hereafter and endeavoring for it. Allah, Exalted be He, says:
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And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for

it, with the necessary effort due for it (i.e., does

righteous deeds of Allah’s obedience) while he is a

believer (in the oneness of Allah, Islamic monothe-
ism), then such are the ones whose striving shall be

appreciated, thanked and rewarded (by Allah).
[Stirah al-Isra' 17:19]
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The Fourteenth Advice

A Warning Against Procrastination
Advice from al-Hasan al-BasrT (d. 110 AH)

The 14* advice is that which has come from al-Hasan al-Basri, who
said:
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“O young people, I warn you of procrastination,

(saying): ‘Soon, I am going to do this, and soon I am
going to do that.””™

As for his saying, “I warn you against procrastination,” then procras-
tination is a malady that has destroyed many of the youths, such as
some of them saying, “Soon, I am going to repent. Soon, I am going
to start safeguarding my prayer. Soon, I am going to be dutiful to
my parents.” Then they do not do that; they do not hasten or take
advantage of the opportunity, but instead, they delay and procras-

! Collected by Ibn Abid-Dunya in Qisar al-Amal (212).
y y
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The Fourteenth Advice

tinate. When he contemplates repentance, being more protective of
prayer, or other matters, this sickness comes into play and diverts
him from good. He does not stop delaying and procrastinating until
he misses out on the blessing of youth and making use of his time
for good.

Some of them may delay repentance until they reach some specific
age in life, only to be caught unprepared by death before reaching
that age.
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The Fifteenth Advice

Youth is a Time for Diligent Work

Advice from Hafsah bint Sirin (d. after 100 AH)

The 15% advice is what has come from Hafsah bint Sirin!, who said:
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“O youth, take use of what you have while you are
still young, for certainly, I have not seen any time
except youth to truly be the time for action.”

Her saying, “I have not seen any time except youth to truly be the
time for action,” means that the phase of youth is the greatest stage
from the stages of goodness, so long as the young person is guided
to taking advantage of it, by Allih’s permission. On the other hand,

' Hafsah bint Sirin Umm Hudhayl al-Ansiriyyah. From the scholars of the middle
Tabi‘in. Her narrations are found in all six major hadith collections.

? Collected by al-Marwazi in Mukbhtasar Qiyim al-Layl (p. 49).
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The Fifteenth Advice

if he is distracted from taking advantage of this phase and consumes
the time of youth looking for pleasures, desires, and personal aims
and fortune—especially forbidden matters (and Allab’s refuge is
sought)—and reveling in such things, then he would have commit-
ted an offense against his youth and future.
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There were aims that people during youth found to be
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A sweet enjoyment, which in old age became a torment.

So the aims that were tantalizing during youth, deemed to be sweet
by the person while engaging in them, he eventually realizes are
his torment once he is older. That is because of what resulted from
them of terrible outcomes.
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Conclusion

Youth is an extremely magnificent stage in a man’s life. It is befitting
for him to use it well and to fully struggle with himself not to miss
out on its goodness and blessing, seeking Allah’s aid and pursuing
His support, help, and guidance. He is also to remind himself that
Allah will ask him about this stage with a tremendous question on
the Day he meets Him.

This is what has been easy to compile on this subject. I ask Allah,
al-Karim, Lord of the magnificent Throne, by His most beautiful
names and most lofty attributes to guide us to that which He loves
and is pleased with of correct statements and righteous actions; that
He rectifies the entirety of our affair; that He does not entrust us to
our own selves for even the blinking of an eye; and that He guides
us to a straight path.

May Allah raise the rank and mention of, and grant peace to, our
Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all of his Companions.
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Glossary

A

ayabh: (pl. ayar) “sign,” a verse of the Qur'an.
ahad: a narration which has not reached the level of mutawatir.
ahadith: sce hadith.

alaybis-salam: “may Allah protect and preserve him.” It is said
after the name of a prophet of Allh or after the name of an angel.

Ansar: “Helpers”; the Muslims of al-Madinah who supported the
Muslims who migrated from Makkah.

Arsh: Throne of Allah.
‘Asr: the afternoon prayer.

awliya': see wali.
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ADVICE OF THE SALAF TO THE YOUTH

B

bid’ab: heresy (any innovatory practice).

Buragq: an animal bigger than a donkey and smaller than a horse,
on which the Prophet £ went for the Mi'rj.

D

da‘t: one engaged in dawab; caller.

da‘if: “weak,” unauthentic narration.

da’wabh: invitation, call to Allah .

din: a completed way of life prescribed by Allah.

dhikr: (pl. adbkir) remembrance of Allah with the heart, sayings of

the tongue, and actions of our limbs.

F

Jahish: one who uses foul language.
Jard kifayah: collective obligation—if fulfilled by a part of the

community, then the rest are not obligated.
Jarwa: (pl. fatiwd) religious verdicts.

Jaqih: a scholar who can give religious verdicts.
Jfigh: Islamic jurisprudence, understanding,

Jitnah: (pl. firan) trials, persecution, conflicts, and strife.
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fitrah: the natural disposition that one is born upon.

G

ghuli: going to an extreme.

ghusl: a ceremonial bath necessary for the one who is in a state of

Jjandbah.

H

hadith: (pl. ahadith) the saying, actions, and approvals narrated
from the Prophet 4.

halal: lawful.

hanif. pure Islamic monotheism (worshiping Allah alone and
nothing else).

hardam: unlawful and forbidden.

hasan: fine, good; a term used for an authentic hadith, which does
not reach the level of sahih.

barj: killing.

al-Haririyyah: an especially unorthodox religious sect that
branched off from the Khawarij.

hijrah: migration from the land of shirk to the land of Islam.

hulem: a judgment of legal decision (especially of Allah).
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ADVICE OF THE SALAF TO THE YOUTH

I

%bddah: worship; worship of Allah.

ihsan: worshiping Allah as though you see Him. However, since
you cannot see Him, then know that He sees you.

ijma’ consensus; a unified opinion of scholars regarding a certain
issue.

ijtibad: exertion of effort; the process of arriving at a reasoned
decision by a scholar on an issue.

imam: leader; leader in prayer, knowledge in figh, leader of a state.
#man: faith; to affirm all that was revealed to the Prophet .

isnad: the chain of narrators linking the collector of the saying to
the person quoted.

Istikharah: a prayer consisting of two units (rzkizh) asking Allih
for guidance.

Istiwa": ascending; the ascending of Allih above the Throne (in the
manner that befits His Majesty).

|

Janabab: state of a person after having sexual intercourse or sexual
discharge.

Janazabh: (pl. jand'iz) funeral.

Jjihdd: striving, struggling; fighting to make the Word of Allih
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supreme.
Jumu‘ah: Friday.
Jinn: invisible creation, created by Allah from smokeless fire.

Junub: a person who is in the state of janabah.

K

Ka’bah: a square stone building in al-Masjid al-Haram (the Great
Mosque in Makkah which Muslims go to for pilgrimage and to
which all Muslims direct their face in prayer).

al-kaba'ir: the major sins.

Khariji: (pl. Khawarij) those who declared that a Muslim becomes

a disbeliever due to committing a major sin alone.

khalifab: (pl. khulafi’) the head of the Islamic government to

whom the oath of allegiance is given.

khilafah: an Islamic state.

khutbabh: (person: khatib) religious talk (sermon).

kufr: (person: kdfir) act of disbelief in the religion of Islam.

M

madh 'hab: position or opinion held by a scholar; school of Islamic
jurisprudence.

makrith: not approved of; undesirable from the point of view of

51
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religion, although not punishable.

manbhaj: way; method; methodology.

marfit’; raised; a narration attributed to the Prophet £,
masjid: mosque.

mawbigart: great destructive sins.

mudallis: one who practices tadlis.

mubdjir: (pl. mubdijirin, muhbdjirin) one who migrated from the
land of the disbelievers to the land of the Muslims for the sake of
Allah.

mubaddith: scholar of the science of hadith.

mufti: one who gives fatiwa.

mugjahid: (pl. mujihidin) a Muslim warrior in jihad.
mujtabid: one who is qualified to pass judgment using ijtihad.

munkar: “rejected”; a narration which is inauthentic itself and
contradicts authentic narrations.

mugqallid: one who practices taqlid.

mushrik: (pl. mushrikin) polytheists, pagans, and disbelievers in
the oneness of Allah ## and His Messenger 4.

mustahabb: recommended; an action that, if left, is not punish-
able, and if done, is rewardable.

mauttaqin: those who are pious.
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mutawdtir: a hadith that is narrated by a very large number of
narrators, such that it cannot be supported that they all agreed
upon a lie.

muwahhid: (pl. muwahhidin) one who unifies all of his worship
and directs it to Allah alone.

mawdn’: fabricated; spurious; invented (narration).

mawqif: stopped; a narration from a Companion (not going back
to the Prophet £5).

mawsil: “connected”; a continuous #sndd (can be narrated back to

the Prophet ).

N

ndfilab: (pl. nawifil) optional practice of worship.
niyyah: intention from the heart.

nusuk: a sacrifice.

Q

qadar: Divine preordainment; that which Allih has ordained for
his creation.

qiblah: the direction the Muslims face during prayer.

qiyas: analogical deduction of Islamic laws. New laws are deduced
from old laws based upon similarity between their causes.

quniit: “devotion”; a special supplication while standing in the
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prayer.

Quraysh: one of the greatest tribes in Arabia in the Pre-Islamic
Period of Ignorance. The Prophet € belonged to this tribe.

R

Rafidi: the correct title for the extreme Shiah. Those who bear
malice and grudges against the noble Companions #2 to the extent
that they declare them to be apostates. They also hold that the
Qur'an which the Muslims have is neither complete nor preserved
from corruption.

Ramadan: the ninth month of the Islamic calendar, in which
Muslims observe fasting.

S

Sahabah: Muslims who met the Prophet £ believing in him and
who died believing in him.

sahih: authentic; the highest rank of classification of authentic

ahidith.

Salaf/Salaf as-Salihin: pious predecessors; the Muslims of the
first three generations: the Companions, the successors, and their
SUCCESSOTs.

Salafi: one who ascribes himself to the Salaf and follows their way.
sirah: the life story of the Prophet .

shari‘ab: the divine code of law of Islam.
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Shawwal: the month after Ramadan.
Shaytan: Satan.

Shi‘ah: (see Rafidi) a collective name for various sects claiming love

for Ahlul-Bayt.

shirk: associating partners with Allah directly or indirectly; compro-
mising any aspects of tawhid.

surah: a chapter of the Qur'an.

Sunnah: “example, practice”; the way of life of the Prophet 4,
consisting of his words, actions, and silent approvals. The Sunnah is
contained in various ahddith.

T

Tabit: (pl. Tabi‘in) the generation that came after the Companions
of the Prophet .

tafsir: explanation of the Qur'an.

taghit: anything worshiped other than the real God (Allah) (i.e.,
false deities).

Tahajjud: voluntary, recommended prayer between the compul-
sory prayers of ‘Isha" and Fajr.

takbrij: to reference a hadith to its sources and analyze its isndd.

taglid: blind following; to follow someone’s opinion (madh'hab)
without evidence.

taqwa: acting in obedience to Allah, hoping for His mercy upon
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light from Him; and zaqwi is leaving acts of disobedience, out of
fear of Him, upon light from Him.

tarjamah: notes about a reporter of hadith.
tawdf: the circumambulation of the Ka’bah.

tawhid: Islamic monotheism; the oneness of Allih; believing and
acting upon His Lordship, His rights of worship, and names and
attributes.

U

Uhud: A well-known mountain in al-Madinah. One of the greatest
battles in Islamic history came at its foot. This is called Ghazwah
Uhud.

ulama'": (singular: @/im) scholars.
Umm: “mother of,” used as an identification.
ummah: “nation”; the Muslims as a whole.

‘Umrah: a visit to Makkah during which one performs the tawaf
around the Ka’bah and the 527 between as-Safi and al-Marwah. It is
called “the lesser Hajj.”

usul: the fundamentals.

w

wabhi: the revelation or inspiration of Allah to His prophets.

wahdatul-wujid: the belief that everything in existence is, in fact,
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Allah. This deviant belief is held by many Safis.
wakil: disposer of affairs.

Witr: “odd”; the last prayer of the night, which consists of an odd
number of raka Gt (units).

walimah: the wedding feast.

wasilah: the means of approach or achieving closeness to Allah by
getting His favors.

wud': an ablution (ritual washing) that is performed before prayer
and other kinds of worship.

Y

yagqin: perfect absolute faith.
Yathrib: one of the names of al-Madinah.

Z

zakdh: charity that is obligatory on everyone who has wealth over
and above a certain limit over which a year has passed (2.5% of

saved wealth).

Zakatul-Fitr: an obligatory charity by the Muslims to be given to
the poor before the prayer of ‘Id al-Fitr.

Zamzam: the sacred water inside the Haram (the Grand Mosque)
at Makkah.

zanadiqabh: atheists, heretics.
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Our Call to the Ummah

[1]: We believe in Allih and His names and attributes as they were
mentioned in the Book of Allah and in the Sunnah of the Messenger
of Allah ##, without #ahrif (distortion), nor tawil (figurative
interpretation), nor tamthil (making a likeness), nor tashbih (resem-
blance), nor ta%il (denial).

[2]: We love the Companions #2 of the Messenger of Allih #, and
we hate those who speak against them. We believe that to speak ill
of them is to speak ill of the religion, because they are the ones who
conveyed it to us. And we love the family of the Prophet # with
love that is permitted by the shariah.

[3]: We love the people of hadith and all of the Salaf of the ummah
from Ahlus-Sunnah. Imiam ash-Shitibi (d. 790 AH) & said, “The
Salaf as-Salih, the Companions, the Tabi‘in, and their successors
knew the Qur'an, its sciences, and its meanings the best.”

[4]: We despise ilm al-kalim (knowledge of theological rhetoric),
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and we view it to be from amongst the greatest reasons for division
in the ummab.

[s]: We do not accept anything from the books of figh (jurispru-
dence), nor from the books of #fsir (explanation of the Qur'an),
nor from the ancient stories, nor from the sirah (biography) of the
Prophet #5, except that which has been confirmed from Allah or
from His Messenger #. We do not mean that we have rejected
them, nor do we claim that we are not in need of them. Rather, we
benefit from the discoveries of our scholars, the jurists, and other
than them. However, we do not accept a ruling except with an
authentic proof.

[6]: We do not write in our books, nor do we cover in our lessons,
nor do we give sermons with anything except the Qur'an or the
authentic and authoritative ahddith. And we detest what emanates
from many books and admonishers in terms of false stories and

weak and fabricated a#hidith.

[7]: We do not perform zakfir upon any Muslim due to any sin,

except shirk with Allah, the abandonment of prayer, or apostasy.
We seek refuge in Allah from that.

[8]: We believe that the Qur'an is the speech of Allah; it is not
created.

[9]: We hold that our obligation is to cooperate with the group that
traverses the methodology of the Book and the Sunnah and what
the Salaf of the ummah were upon, in terms of calling to Allah 3%,
being sincere in worshiping Him, and warning from shirk, innova-
tions, and disobedience, and to advise all of the groups that oppose
this. So cooperating upon righteousness and piety (faqwd) and
mutual advising necessitates warning against evil and not cooperat-
ing with the wicked.
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[r0]: We do not deem it correct to revolt against the Muslim rulers
as long as they are Muslims, nor do we feel that revolutions bring
about reconciliation. Rather, they corrupt the community.

[xx]: We hold that this multiplicity of present-day parties is a reason
for the division of the Muslims and their weakness. Therefore, we
set about “freeing the minds from the fetters of blind-following and
the darkness of sectarianism and party spirit.”

[12]: We restrict our understanding of the Book of Allih and the
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allih #£ to the understanding of the
Salaf of the ummah from the scholars of hadith, not the blind-fol-
lowers of their individuals. Rather, we take the truth from wherever
it comes. And we know that there are those who claim Salafiyyah,
yet Salafiyyah is free from them, since they bring to the society what
Allah has prohibited. We believe in cultivating the young generation
upon this Islam, purifying them from all that we have mentioned,
giving to them a correct Islamic education from the start—without
any influence from the disbelieving Western education.

[13]: We believe that politics is a part of the religion, and those
who try to separate the religion from politics are only attempting to
destroy the religion and to spread chaos.

[14]: We believe that there will be no honor or victory for the
Muslims until they return to the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of
the Messenger of Allah £&.

[x5]: We oppose those who divide the religion into trivialities and
important issues. And we know that this is a destructive dawah.

[x6]: We oppose those who put down the knowledge of the Sunnah
and say that this is not the time for it. Likewise, we oppose those
who put down acting upon the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allih.
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Our Call to the Ummah

[17]: Our dawah and our aqidah are more beloved to us than our
own selves, our wealth, and our offspring. So we are not prepared
to part with it for gold nor silver. We say this so that no one may
have hope in buying out our dawah, nor should he think that it is
possible for him to purchase it from us for dindr or dirham.

[18]: We love the present-day scholars of the Sunnah and hope to
benefit from them and regret the passing away of many of them.
Imam Malik & (d. 179 AH) said, “The knowledge of hadith is
your flesh and blood and you will be asked concerning it on the
Day of Judgment, so look whom you are taking it from.”

[19]: We do not accept a farwai except from the Book of Allah and
the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah .

These are glimpses into our agidah and our dawah. So if one has
any objection to this, then we are prepared to accept advice if it is
truthful, and to refute it if it is erroneous, and to avoid it if it is

stubborn rejection. And Allah knows best.
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It is not something ambiguous that the phase of
yuuthmaveryunpnmntsta in a person's life. This
is because it is the phase oﬁntngth energy, easy
activity, strong bodily limbs, and soundness of the

senses, whereas when the human grows old, his
senses and strengths weaken.

Islim has thus afforded special attention and
tremendous care to this phase. The texts have come
emphasizing the phenomenal status and importance
of this life phase, and our Prophet encouraged with
hastening to take advantage of it while exercising

caution against wasting it.

The advice of the Salaf for the youth and their
concern for this phase is very abundant. In this trea-
tise, Advice of the Salaf to the Youth, 1 have selected a
group of them along with a simple commentary on
each advice.

From the Author's Introduction

&) Hikmah
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