DAR AS-SUNNAH CLASSIC COLLECTION

AT THEIR

PIETY TOWARDS

Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597AH)









al-Hafiz
Abu’l-Faraj ibn al-Jawzi [d. 597AH]

At Their Feet

Piety Towards Parents

being a translation of his
Kitab al-birr al-walidayn’




Allsh Most High said:

 “Thank Me and thank your parents.”

[QUR’AN (31): 14]




At Their Feet

Piety Towards Parents

al-Hafiz Ab@’l-Faraj ibn al-Jawzi

Dar as-Sunnah Publishers
BIRMINGUHAM



First Published in Great Britain, June 2016 / Ramadan 1437H
by Dir as-Sunnah Publishers

DAR AS-SUNNAH PUBLISHERS
P.O. Box 9818, Birmingham, B11 4WA, United Kingdom

W: www.darassunnah.com
E: info@darassunnah.com
E: daar-us-sunnah@mail.com

© Copyright 2016 by Dar as-Sunnah Publishers

All rights reserved Worldwide. No part of this publication may be reproduced
including the cover design, utilized or transformed in any form or means,
electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording of any information
storage and retrieval system, now known or to be invented without the express
permission in writing from the publisher, not be otherwise circulated in any
form of binding or cover other then that in which it is published and without
a similar condition being imposed on the subsequent purchaser.

British Library Cataloguing in publication Data.
A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.

Title: At Their Feet - Piety Towards Parents
by al-Hafiz Abw’l-Faraj Ibn al-Jawzi
Translated from the Otginal Arabic

ISBN 1-904336-50-7
Paper-back

First Edition 1437 4%/2016 <&
Typeset by: Dar as-Sunnah Publishers

While every precaution has been taken in the preparation of this book neither the authors,
translators, nor Dar as-Sunnah Publishers, shall have any liability with tespect to any loss ot
damages caused nor do the views expressed in this book ate necessatily held by the publisher
directly or indirectly by the instructions or advice contained in this book.




CONTENT

FOREWORD.......covmimiimrinininininnns

11

BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR

al-Hafiz Ab®’l-Faraj Ibn al-Jawzi.......covvereeeceieiicircinne.

INTRODUCTION.....covimiirerinenininsinsienensmseassnsssssnsssssnes

CHAPTER ONE
Rational Basis for Being Good to Parents and

Enjoining Family Ties........cocococvnirivvcniiviccnnininnnnnn.

CHAPTER TWO
What Allah Has Commanded With Regards to
Kindness to Parents (birr al-walidayn) and Joining

Family Ties (§ilah al-1ahm)..........c.cecvuvuvececvecevvennnnnnne.

CHAPTER THREE
What the Sunnah has Commanded

Regarding Being Kind to Parents .........cccovvvevieriurinnnen.

...... 22



CHAPTER FOUR

Giving Preference to Being Good to
Parents Over Jibad and Hirab.............ceeceveeveecuvenenencnne. 32

CHAPTER FIVE
The Most Beloved Action in Allah’s
Sight is Being Good to Parents.........cocveueereeercrrenennenees 34

CHAPTER SIX
Being Good to Parents Increases One’s Lifespan..........35

CHAPTER SEVEN
How to Be Good tO Patents...ccceeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeeeeeeeereeeennns 37

CHAPTER EIGHT
Giving Preference to the Mother in Doing

CHAPTER NINE
How A Child Can Repay His Parents .........cccocoeuveuremunce. 48

CHAPTER TEN
Reward for Being Good (birr) to Patents........coueueencee 50

CHAPTER ELEVEN
Reward for spending on the Parents..........cccoveuveuneevcrunces 53

CHAPTER TWELVE v
Those Who Went Out Of Their Way To Be Good
To Theit PatentS...cccceeneeeeeeennsceiiisssssssssssssssssssssssssnnns 55




CHAPTER THIRTEEN
'The Sin of Disobedience to Parents
(UGHG A-WABAYN) ..o 61

CHAPTER FOURTEEN
Misfortune of the One Who Is Disobedient To
HIS Par@ntS..eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeessssssseeeeeeeeeeeessssnnnnnes 67

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
Manners of Disobedience to Parents .......cceeeeveveveeevveennne 71

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

The Prayer of Invocation of Parents in Favour of
Children is AnSwered......oeuvvirieieiieininsneeseeene 73

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

The invocation of Parents Against Children is
ANSWELE. .ttt 75

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
A Person Who Disowns His Parents or Children........... 77

CHAPTER NINETEEN
The Sin of a Person Being Attributed to Other
Than His Father o oeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeceeeeceveeeeenveeenes 78

CHAPTER TWENTY
The Sin of One Who Becomes the Means of
His Parents Being Abused........cooveieiinininninesinieciene 80



CHAPTER TWENTY-ONE
Permissibility of a Father Retracting His Gift.............. 81

CHAPTER TWENTY-TWO

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE
Keeping Relations with their Relatives and Friends.....86

CHAPTER TWENTY-FOUR ‘
Visiting Parents Graves.........c.cc........ N 88

CHAPTER TWENTY-FIVE
Reward for Joining Family Ties......cccceueerverrerrerrererernnene. 92




FOREWORD

All praise belongs to Allah Almighty. Glorified is He: the First,
the Last, the All-Hearing and the All-Seeing. He is the sole Crea-
tor, Sustainer and Nourisher. To Him is our return. We praise
Him for the countless blessings and gifts He has showered upon
us. May His peace and blessings be upon our beloved Prophet
Muhammad, the seal of the prophets, the best of men to set foot
upon this earth; the Chosen One. May peace and blessings be
upon his family, his companions and all those who have tread in
his footsteps, until the Last Day. We ask Allah that he forgive
us of our sins and shortcomings and that He gathers us in the
company of the righteous and make us of those that hold fast to
the Sunnah of a/-Mustafi as long as we live.

Allh has blessed us in infinite ways. One of the greatest bless-
ings He favoured us with is our parents, who took care of us tite-
lessly from birth. They have loved us unconditionally. They fed,
and clothed and cleaned us when we were unable to do so. It is
clear that we can never repay them for their efforts.

Sadly, in today's increasingly hedonistic and materialistic world,
the rights of parents are often neglected in the rush for self-grat-
ification. Many consider their parents backwards or a hindrance
to chasing the tantalising but ultimately unfulfilling and fleeting
pleasures this wotld has to offer. In a society devoted to the cult
of youth the eldetly are consigned to the side-lines. It is ironic
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FOREWORD

that in an era characterised by unprecedented pfogress in the
field of communications, the communication between parents
and children has deteriorated inexorably. One symptom of this
malaise is the mushrooming of huge purpose-built residential
and care homes for the eldetly whetein parents are left to see out
their days on their own.

Many people are unaware that seeking the pleasute of their par-
ents will increase them in many of the things they desire, by
virtue of achieving their Lord's pleasure, such as one's lifespan,
one's sustenance and one's health. And mote importantly they
will enter Paradise beneath which rivers flow, an everlasting life,
in the company of the righteous and the successful. As the reader
will clearly see from the contents of this valuable work.

The intelligent ones acknowledge the rights of their parents and
ate grateful for their efforts. Unfortunately, it is commonplace
nowadays to hear children being disrespectful to their parents.
Some even go as far as cursing them. We seek Allah's help and
protection from all types of insolence. I have personally heard
statements such as:

¢ "What have they ever done for me?"
* "My father did not spend any time with me while I
was young."
* "My parents did not spend any money on me."
* "My parents have not done anything for me."

In some cases parents do indeed neglect or mistreat their chil-
dren. Despite this, there is no justification for children to pay
back their parents with hurt or throw abuse in kind. Children
have rights, but the rights of their parents are far, far greater.

12




At Their Feet

For the most part, parents raise children to the very best of their
ability - sparing no expense, to the extent that they themselves
would go without - so that their children can have a better life
than they did.

While disservice to patents is becoming prevalent in some parts
of communities around the world, it falls on the shoulders of the
students of knowledge, callers and teachers of Islam to shoulder
responsibility in tackling this scourge by identifying the causes
and providing practical, tangible solutions.

Before you, dear readet, is the seventh instalment in a collection
of works by the illustrious scholar of Islam, Imam Ibn Jawzi -
published by Dar as-Sunnah Publishers - which I hope will be
of great benefit to all those who happen upon it. The author has
compiled many quotations from the Qur'an and Prophetic narra-
tions to recast the whole subject matter of honouring parents in
an easy to understand method, which at times evokes emotional
sentiments.

This text made me deeply reflect upon the relationship with my
~ own parents. I have an awareness of my acute sense of falling
short in regards to them. It has made me remorseful and yet at
the same time, ignited within me a higher determination to bridge
any failings I have in becoming a more dutiful son. May Allah
grant us Tawfig and aid us in everything that leads to His Pleasure.

I ask Allah, the Most High, to make this work sincerely for His
sake, to forgive our sins and have mercy on our parents, for truly
we can't appreciate their struggles for us. And the more we con-
template their efforts, the more we learn about a debt that can't

* be repaid.
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FOREWORD

"My Lord! Bestow your Mercy on them both, even as they [chetished
and] reared me when I'was a child." [4/Ln2 (17):24]

Finally, I end with the hope that this work will be a source of
benefit for the author and all those who read it. I would like to
thank all those who were involved in this noble project, from its
conception, translation, review and design and publication. May
Allah reward them abundantly and add it to the scales of our
good deeds, Amin.

Abti Muhammad Tasaddaq
22 Jamadil Awal 1437 AH
24 March 2016
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BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR

Hafiz Abt’l-Faraj ‘Abdu’l-Rahman
ibn Jawzi

His Name and Lineage

He is Abw’l-Faraj Jamal al-Din ‘Abdu’l-Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn
Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Ibn ‘Ubayd Allah Ibn al-Jawzi al-Qurashi al-
Tamimi al-Bakti from the family of Muhammad ibn Aba Bakr
al-Siddiq, al-Baghdadi, al-Hanbali.'

His Birth and Upbringing

He was born in 509 or 510 A.H. Upon reaching adolescence, his
aunt took him to Ibn Nasir from whom he learned a great deal.
He came to love preaching while barely having reached the age
of puberty, and from then started to give sermons to the people.

His father passed away when he was three years old so his aunt
“took care of him. His relatives were copper merchants so at times

! Thail al-Randatain, p.21, al-Bidayah wa’l-Nibayah, p. 13/26.
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AT THEIR FEET

in hadith hearings he would write his name as ‘Abdu’l-Rahmin ibn
‘Ali al-Saffar [i.e.The Coppersmith].

His first hadith hearing was in 556 A.H., as cited by al-Dhahabi.?

While still very young he became known as a religious person
who would not socialise with anyone and would not eat from any
food whose source was doubtful. He would only leave his house
for prayer and he would not play with other kids. He was a person
of very great determination and ambition and he spent all his life
busy in seeking knowledge, preaching and authoring

His Teachers

Al-Hafiz Tbn al-Jawzi has already introduced his teachers in
his book Mashyakhat Ibn al-Jawzi [i.e. the scholars who taught Ibn
al-Jawzi] where he listed many of them. In the field of hadith he
benefitted from accompanying Ibn Nasit, in Qur’an and Adab [i.e.
Manners] from Sibt al-Khiyat and Ibn al-Jawaliqi. He was the last
to narrate from al-Dinawari and al-Mutawakkili.*

His Students

Those who narrated from him include his son and companion,
the great scholar Muhyi al-Din Yusuf who was a teacher in the

? Thail al-Randatain, #21, Thail ‘ala Tabaqat al-Hanabila, 1/401, Shatharit al-Thabab,
4/330.

3 al-Bidiyah wa'l-Nibdyah, 13,29, Said al-Khdtir, 238.

* Siyar al-A'lam al-Nubulz’, 21 /366, 367.
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al-Hafig Abit'l-Faraj ‘Abdw’l-Rabman ibn Jawzi

institute of al-Musta‘sim billah, his oldest son ‘Ali al-Nasikh, his
grandson, the preacher Shams al-Din Yusuf ibn Farghali al-Hanafi
the author of Mir'at al-Zaman Mirror of Time), al-Hafiz ‘Abd al-
Ghani, Shaykh Muwaffaq al-Din Ibn Qudama, Ibn al-Dubaythi,
Ibn al-Najjar and al-Diya.

His Children

His grandson Abu al-Muzfir and majority of those who wrote
his biography say that he had three sons:

1. The oldest of them, Abua Bakr ‘Abd al-‘Aziz: He became
a jurist in the school of Ahmad and took knowledge from
Abu al-Waqt, Ibn Nasir, al-Armawi and a group of his fa-
thet's teachers. He traveled to the city of al-Musul where
he preached and held sermons there for which he earned
the people full acceptance. It is said that the family of al-
Zahrazuri used to be jealous of him so they made someone
put poison in his drink which caused him to die in al-Misul
in 554 A.H. during the lifetime of his father.®

2. Abu al-Qasim Badr al-Din ‘Ali al-Nasikh"

3. Aba Muhammad Yusuf Muhyi al-Din”: He was the most

S Siyar al-A'lam al-Nubuld’, 21, 367.
¢ Thail Tabagat al-Flanabila, 1/430, 431.

" Publishers note: For a detail biography of him please refer to, ‘The Sincere Coun-
cil to the Seekers of Sacred Knowledge’, by Ibn Jawzi, published by Dar as-Sunnah,
Birmingham, UK, 2011.

" cf. Siyar al-Alam al-Nubula’, 23 /372, al-‘Ibar, 5/237, Dawal al-Islam, 2/122,
al-Bidayah wa’l-Nibayah, 13/203, Thail Tabaqat al-Hanabila, 2/258-261, al-"Ugud
al-Masbik, 635, Shatharat al-Thahab, 5/286287, Ibn Shatti: Mukbtasar Tabagat
al-Hanabila, p.57.
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intelligent and youngest son as he was born in 580 A.H. He
became involved in preaching and held sermons after his
father, in which he excelled and by which he was looked up
to by his confreres. He then was appointed to control and
supervise markets of Baghdad, and after that he was assigned
to deliver the messages of the caliphs to kings of other dif-
‘ferent regions peculiarly to the Ayyabi family in the Sham
region. He held the position of teacher in the institute of
caliph al-Musta‘sim in 640 A.H. till he was killed in prison in
656 A.H. by Hulaku who occupied Baghdad and destroyed
it. His three sons Jamal al-Din, Sharaf al-Din and T3j al-Din
were killed with him. He has authored many works, includ-
ing Ma'adin al-Abrig fi Tafsir al-Kitab al-‘Aiz and al-Madbab
al-Abmad i Madhab Abmad. Unlike his brother Abu al-Qasim,
he was a dutiful son who honored his father and treated him
well. '

His grandson mentioned that Ibn al-Jawzi had many daughters;
Rabi‘a, Sharaf al-Nisa’, Zainab, Jauhara, Sitt al-‘Ulama al-Sughra
and Sitt al-‘Ulama al-Kubra.?

His Uniqueness as a Preacher

Excellent indeed are the words of al-Hafiz al-Dhahabi about
him: ‘He was the leading figure in reminding the people and had
no equal. He would recite pleasant poetry and eloquent prose .
spontaneously and his fine words and moving speech was abun-
dant. There has never been anyone like him, not before him and
not after him. He is the carrier of the flag of exhortation in its
various forms. He had a pleasant appearance and a good voice and
his talks had an impact on peoples’ hearts. His lifestyle in general

8 Mir'at al-Zaman, 8/503, Abt Shamma: Thail al-Randatain, 26.
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was beautiful.” He also said: ‘I believe there will not be another
one like him.1°

Al-Hafiz Ibn Rajab said: ‘So we conclude that his gatherings of
exhortation were one of a kind and nobody had heard of anything
like them. They were gatherings of great benefit where the heed-
less would be reminded, the ignorant would come to know, the sin-
ners would repent and the polytheists would become Muslims.”"!

His Works and Effects

Shaikh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said in al-Ajwiba al-Misriyyab:
‘Shaikh Abw’l-Faraj excelled in many sciences and has many
writings to his account. He would write on many topics, and as
I counted his works I found them to be over one thousand in
number. Afterwards, I found out about other works as well.”!?

Having mentioned some of his books, al-Dhahabi said: ‘I don’t
know of a scholar who has written what this man has.””

The virtuous teacher ‘Abd al-Hamid al-‘Alaji has written a
book on his works which was printed in Baghdad in 1965. In this
piece he researched their titles, their copies and copies that had
been printed and put them in alphabetic order. Whoever wishes

® Siyar al-Alim al-Nubula’, 21/367.

1 Siyar al-A'lam al-Nubula’, 21,/384.

" Thail Tabagat al-Hanabila, 1/410.

12 Thail Tabagat al-Hanabila, 1 /415, al-Tj al-Mukallal, 70.

3 Tathkirat al-Huffiz, 1344.
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to know about these books should refer to this work, keeping in
mind that many of the manuscripts mentioned therein by al-‘Alaji
have now been printed.

He authored approximately 300 books, some of his printed
works include:
= Talgih Fubiim Abli al-Athdr fi Mukbtasari al-Siyari wal Akbbar.** [Only
a portion has been printed)] :
" AlAthkiya’ wa Akbbarahum. [Printed]
»  Managib ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz.'¢ [Printed]
= Rawhu al-Arwah."" [Printed)
- Shudbar al-Ugid fi Tarikh al-Ubid.® [Manusctipt]
»  Zad al-Masir fi ‘Ilm al-Tafsir."’ [Printed]
» Al-Muntadham fi Tarikh al-Mulik wal Umam.*® [Only 6 volumes
have been printed]
* _AlDhahab al-Masbik fi Siyaril Mulik.** [Manusctipt]
» _Al-Hamqa wal Mughaffalin?? [Ptinted]

'* The book mentions the histotical reports concerning the Prophet () and
his companions.

1> A literature book in which he includes stoties of intellectual people..

' The book details the virtues of the Caliph, ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul ‘Aziz.

" The book explains the concept of spirit and spiritua]jty.

8 An aitbridged version of the known history book Tarikh al-Mulik wal Umam.
' The book explains the science of Zafsir.

% The book mentions the history of nations and kings.

' The book focuses on leaders and kings throughout history.

2 A literature book in which he repotts the stories of idiots and fools.
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» A/ Wafa fi Fada'ili al-Mustafa® [Printed)

*  Managib ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab** [Printed]

*  Managib Abmad ibn Hanbal? [Printed]

»  Gharib al-hadith* [Printed)

= Al1ahgiq? [Only the first volume has been printed]

And also a considerable number of works in other fields of
knowledgé.

His Death

Ibn al-Jawzi passed away on Friday the 12th of Ramadan in 597
A.H and was buried next to the grave of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal
in the cemetery of Bab Harb.”

2 The book relates the virtues of the Prophet (#%).
2 The book relates the virtues of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab.
% The book relates the virtues of Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal.

% The book explains one major aspect of the science of hadith i.e. the ghareeb
hadith.

7 The book examines the authenticity of narrations used in the known book
‘al-Ta’liq al-kabir’ of al-Qadi Abt Ya’la, and how classification of hadith effected
scholars views.

% For a more detailed biography of al-Hafiz Ibn al-Jawzi, refer to: Ibn Athir’s
al-Kamil, 12/71, Sibt Ibn al-Jawzi: Mirat al-Zaman, 8/481, al-Mundhirt: a/-Takmila,
Biogtraphy 608, al-Bagghal: a/-Mashyakha, 140, Abt Shamma: Thail al-Randatain,
21, Ibn al-S2': al-Jami, 9/65, Ibn Khalkin: a/-Wafayat, 3/140, al-Dhahabt: a/-
Thar, 4/297, Diwal al-Islim, 2/79, Tathkirat al-Huffag, 4/1342, Siyar al-A'lim
al-Nubula’, 21/365, Ibn Kathir: a/-Bidayah wa’l-Nibayah, 13/26, Ibn Rajab: Thail
Tabagat al-FHanabila, 1/399, al-Jazati: Ghayat wa'l-Nibayah, 1/375, Siddiq Hasan
Khan: a/-74j al-Mukallal, 70, Ibn Shattl: Mukbtasar Tabaqat al-Hanabila, p. 42.
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INTRODUCTION

In the Name of Allah, Most Beneficent,
Most Merciful

High, the Shaykh, Imam Jamal al-Din Ab@’l Faraj ‘Abdu’l-
Rahman ibn ‘Ali ibn Muhammad ibn al-Jawzi, may Allah
grant us benefit through him, said:

T HE ONE IN NEED OF THE Metcy of Allzh, Most

All Praise is due to Allih Who commanded good treatment (of
parents) and prohibited disobedience towards them, and may His
blessings and peace be on our master Muhammad, the truthful
one and accepted, and on all his family and followers on the Day
when rights will be exacted.

I have witnessed some youth in our time who do not pay any
attention towards being good to their parents and do not regard
it to be a necessary part of (our) religion. They raise their voices
before their fathers and mothers as if they don’t consider obedi-
ence to them to be an obligation. They cut off family relations
which Allah has commanded them to enjoin in the Qut’an and
for which He has issued the severest warnings if they are severed. -

22




Introduction

Sometimes they even abandon their relatives and speak out against
them. They don’t help those among them who are poor from the
wealth they have been granted (by Allah). It is as if they do not
believe in the (cause and) reward for charity! They pay no attention
whatsoever in performing good deeds - as if they do not carry
any weight within the Shati‘ah and in terms of common sense.

All of these things ate supported by common sense and the
Shari‘ah has gone to great lengths in mentioning their reward and
punishment.

I therefore felt the need to compile a (short) book on these obli-

gations so that the unaware may take heed. I have arranged it into
sections and chapters; and Allah is the One who guides to the truth.

23



CHAPTER ONE

Rational Basis for Being Good to Parents
and Enjoining Family Ties

you are not hidden to any person of logical discourse. After

Allah Almighty, there is no one who has realised a greater

favour to any person than his own parents. His mother bore him

in extreme difficulty while carrying him, and at the time of giving

birth she went through great hardship and trouble. She did her

best in bringing him up and spent sleepless nights tending to him

ignoring all her other wants and desires. She gave preference to
him over herself each and every time.

| RIGHTS DUE TO SOMEONE WHO renders a favour to

His father, in addition to being a cause for his existence, also
gave him love, compassion and brought him up by working hard
and spending on him. Thus a logical person knows the right of the
one who renders a favour to him and tries to repay such favour.
Not to recognise the right of the one who effects a favour is (from
the) most despicable quality, especially if the person denies such
a right and furthermore, repays it with evil. :

24




Being Good to Parents and Enjoining Family Ties

A person who is dutiful and good to his patents should know
that no matter how good he is to them he can never repay or thank
them (for their rights and privileges).

1) Zur‘ah Ibn Ibrahim narrated that a man came to Umar Ibn
al-Khattab (radiyAllabu ‘anhu) and asked, ‘I have a mother
who is very old and she is only able to fulfil her needs by
riding on my back. I even wash her and turn my face away.
Have I fulfilled her right?” He replied, No’. The man said,
‘Did I not carry her on my back and put myself at her
service?’ ‘Umar replied, ‘She used to do that for you while
wishing you live, but you (do it) wishing that she dies.’

‘Umar (radiyAllabn ‘anb#) saw a man carrying his mother like a
sack on his back and taking her around the Ka‘bah for zawafsaying .
the following couplet, ‘I carry my mother while she was the load
bearer who used to feed me milk and sweet things’. Seeing this
‘Umar remarked, ‘For me to have my mother now and do what
you did is more beloved to me than red camels.’

2) A man said to ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umat (radip.Allahu ‘anbuma, ‘I
carried my mother on my back all the way from Khorasan
until I made her complete the rites of Hagj. Do you think I
have repaid her?” He said, ‘No, not even for one contraction!’

The closeness of relatives can be likened to the closeness of

patents to a child and a person should not be neglectful of such
rights.

25



CHAPTER TWO

What Allah Has Commanded With
Regards to Kindness to Parents
(birr al-walidayn)' and Joining Family Ties
(silab al-rahm)

Allah Most High said:

AT I R T T e R ST
b}}\&»}‘gﬂ“)ﬂ:}o\g\;Yl\)u\mY‘wj&a})

— B S oos e Lo » Ry
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“Your Lord has ordered that );ou worship none other

PV P it ey

! The word birrin the Arabic language is used to desctibe righteousness, piety,
reverence, devoutness and kindness among other things. Although like 7hsan,
it is a comprehensive word that contains many meanings. Allah has promised
Paradise to those who implement &irr. Hence throughout this work birr al-
walidayn will be left without being translated.
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Kindness to Parents & Joining Family Ties

than Him, and that you show 7hsar” to the parents. If
either or both of them reach old age with you, say no
word of ‘uff’ (that shows ingratitude and impatience
towards them), and do not be harsh with them, but
speak to them respectfully and lower your wing in hu-
mility towards them in kindness and say, ‘O my Lotd,
have mercy on them just as they have raised me when
I was young,”

[al-Isra’ (17): 23-24]

Abt Bakr Ibn al-Anbari said, “This decree is not a judgement
but a command and an obligation. The original linguistic meaning
of qada is to execute something perfectly.’

€ s 22
EOARTIAS

“show zhsan to the parents.”

[al-Lsri’ (17): 23]

means being good (4irr) to them and honouting (igram) them.
Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllabn ‘anbuma) said, ‘Do not dust your clothes
in front of them to ensure no dust flies onto them.’

ST
“Do not say #ffto them.”
[a-Isra’ (17): 23]

With respect to the word [} there are five views:

1. Dirt of the fingernails, as stated by al-Khalil
2. Dirt of the ears, as stated by al-Asma'i

? Ibsan is a word that holds many meanings and cannot be correctly translated
into one word. In the context of dealing with parents as, goodness, compassion,
affection, love and to give preference to that which pleases them. Therefore
throughout this work 7hsan will be left without being translated also.
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i

Fingernail clippings, as stated by Thalab

4. To regard something with contempt (##igar) or as little
(istisghar), from the Arabic word ‘uff’ meaning ‘%o belittle.’ This
has been mentioned by Ibn al-Anbari.

5. A stick ot reed that you pick up from the ground, as related
by Ibn Faris. '

I have learnt from my teacher Abid Mansar, the linguist, that
the meaning of uff’is a ‘stench’ and originally comes from blowing
off dust or something that falls on you. It was thereafter used for
anything deemed little.

“Do not be harsh with them”
[at-Lsra® (17): 23]

means ‘do not speak in a rude manner or raise voice at them.’

According to ‘Ata’ Ibn Abi Rabah it means, ‘do not lift your
hands towards them.’
P Zel o 3% S,
O, =300 85
“Speak to them respectfully”
[al-Lsrd’ (17): 23]

means that you should speak with gentleness and in the best
way you can. Sa‘id Ibn al-Musayyib said, ‘like how an errant slave
speaks to his harsh master.’
"’:;‘/ PL AWl A Ao
I o2t
“Lower your wing in humility towards them”
[@l-Lsra’ (17): 24]
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because of the compassion and mercy you feel for them.

The rights of patents (bagq al-walidayn) are made clear in the
verse of the Qur’an,

CRTAPRS
“Thank Me and thank your parents,”
[Lugman (31): 14]

in which Allah paired being thankful to Him with being thank-
ful to parents.
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9

5

CHAPTER THREE

What the Sunnah has Commanded
Regarding Being Kind to Parents

Mu‘adh Ibn Jabal (tadipAllahu ‘anbs) narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allah (#) advised him saying, “Do not disobey
your parents—even if they tell you to leave your family and
your wealth.”?

Ahmad said that Yahya narrated to me from Ibn Abi Dhi’b
from his maternal uncle, al-Harith, from Damurah from
‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar (radipAllahu ‘anbuma) who said, I was
married to a woman whom ‘Umar disliked. He told me to
divorce her and I refused. ‘Umar then went to the Prophet
(#8) and he (the Prophet) said to me, “Obey your father!”*

‘Ubadah Ibn Samit (radiyAllabu ‘anb#) narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allah (48) said, “Do not disobey your parents. If

% Irwa al-Ghalil, (7/89). Al-Albani said all the narrators in the isnad were trust-
worthy. See also Sabih al-Targhib, #2516

4 Abt Dawiid, #5138; Tirmidhi, #1189; Nasa’i, #5464 and others. Graded as
sahih by Ahmad Shakir in his checking of Musnad Ahmad, (6/322).
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they tell you to leave everything, then you do so!”?

6)  Jabir (radipAllabu ‘anku) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(#) said, “Be good to your fathers and your sons will be
good to you!”*

Zayd Ibn ‘Ali Ibn Husayn (radiyAllabu ‘anbum) said to his son
Yahya, ‘Allah Most High and Blessed was not satisfied with how
you would treat me so He advised you with respect to me but He
was pleased with how I would treat you so He did not advise me
with respect to you.”

> Majmi* al-Zawa'id, (4/219). Al-Haythami said Salamah Ibn Shurayh’s condi-
tion is now known, while the rest of the narrators in the isnad are trustworthy.

¢ Lisan al-Mizan, (6/8). Al-Daraqutni said this narration is not confirmed or
proven from Aba Zubayr nor from Malik.

7 A-Tjlini mentioned it in Kashf al-Khafa’, (1/515).
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9)

CHAPTER FOUR

- Giving Preference to Being Good to

Parents Over Jihad and Hijrah

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr (radipAllabn ‘anbuma) natrated that a man
came to ask the Prophet (#) permission to go out for jzbdd.
The Prophet (#) asked him, “Are your patents alive?” The
man replied, “Yes.” The Prophet () said, “Your jihad is in
(serving) them.”®

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amt (radipAllahn ‘anbuma) narrated that a
man came to pledge allegiance to the Prophet (%) and
said, ‘T have come to pledge allegiance to you for the migta-
tion and have left my parents behind crying.’ The Prophet
(#8) said, “Go back to them and make them smile just as
you had made them cry.””

~ Aba Sa‘id al-Khudti (radipAllabu ‘anbs) natrated that a man

& Bukhari, #3004

® Aba Dawad, #2528; Nasai, #3068; Musnad Ahmad, #6311 and others.
Graded as sahih by Ahmad Shakir in his checking of Musnad Ahmad, (9/202);
and Al-Albani in Sabib al- Nasa’i, #4174.
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10)

11)

from Yemen migrated to the Prophet (#) and the Prophet
(#) asked him, “Are your parents in Yemen?” The man
replied, Yes.” The Prophet (#8) asked, “Did they give you
permission to come?” The man said, ‘No.” The Prophet
(#) said, “Go back to your parents and ask them permission.
If they give you permission then fine. Otherwise serve and
be good to them.”"

Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllabu ‘anbuma) narrated that a woman
came together with her son who wanted to go fot jibad but
she was stopping him. The Prophet () said, “Stay with her
and you will get the same reward that you wish for.”"!

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amt (radipAllahn ‘anhumdi) narrated that a
man came to ask the Prophet (48) for permission to go out
fot jihad. The Prophet asked him, “Are any of your parents
alive?” The man replied, “Yes, my mothet.” The Prophet (&)
said, “Go and serve and be good to her.” The man left and
proceeded to untie his saddle. The Prophet (#) then said,
“The pleasure of the Lord lies in the pleasure of parents.”
This is how the hadith has been transmitted."

' Aba Dawud, #2530. See also Ibn Hajr, Fath al-Bari, #5627

" Tabarani, Mujam al-Kabir. Al-Haytham said in his Majmi* al-Zawa'id, (4/192)
that the isnad contained Rushdin Ibn Karib who is very weak.

12 Bayhadqi, Shu'ab al-Imén, #7327 and others. It was also narrated from ‘Abdullzh
Ibn ‘Amtr (ragipAllibu ‘anhuma) that the Prophet (#) said: “The pleasure of
the Lord is in the pleasure of one’s father and the anger of the Lord is in the
anger of one’s father.” Recorded in Tirmidhi, #1821 and classed as hasan by
al-Albani in a/-Silsilab al-Sabibah, #516.
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Most Beloved Action in Allah’s
Sight is Being Good to Parents .

12)  Abt ‘Amr al-Shaybani pointed to the house of ‘Abdullah Ibn

- Mas‘ad (radip.Allahu ‘anbs) and said, “The owner of this house

told us that he asked the Messenger of Allah (#8) about

which action is the most beloved to Allah. The Prophet

(%8) said, “Prayer (sa/ah) on time.” He then asked him which

was next and the Prophet () said, “Birr al-walidayn.” He

then asked him which was next and the Prophet (4) said,
“Striving in Allah’s path.”"

13 Bukhari, #498 and Muslim, #125
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14)

CHAPTER SIX

Being Good to Parents Increases
One’s Lifespan

Sahl Ibn Mu‘adh narrated from his father who said that
the Messenger of Allah () said, “Glad tidings for the one
who is good to his parents and may Allih increase his
lifespan.”*

Abt Sa‘id al-Khudti (radipAllabu ‘anbs) and Aba Hurayrah
(radiyAllabu ‘anbu) narrated that the Prophet (#) said, “O
son of Adam! Be good to your parents and enjoin family
ties, your affairs will be made easy for you and your lifespan
will be increased. Obey your Lotd and you will be called
intelligent, and do not disobey Him for you will be called
ignorant.”’®

' Hakim, a/-Mustadrak, #7322; Tabarani, MuSam al-Kabir.(20/198) and othets.
Ibn Hajr al-Asqalani said in J#haf al-Mubrab, (13/220) that the isnad contained
Zaban Ibn Fa’id, who is weak. See also Daf al-Jami‘ al-Saghir, #5502.

" Ibn al-Jawzi, al-Birr wa’l-Silah, #18. Ibn Hajr said it was mawdi* (fabticated) in
his al-Mutilib al-Aliyyah, (3/41 9).
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15)  Salman al-Farsi (radjyAlahu ‘anks) reported that the Prophet
(&) said, “Nothing increases lifespan besides being good to
parents.”' Thawban also narrated the same. v

16)  Anas Ibn Malik (radipAllahn ‘anku) narrated that the Messen-
ger of Allah () said, “Whoever wishes that Allah lengthens
his life and increases his sustenance, let him be good to his
parents and enjoin his family ties.”"”

16 Ibn Majah, #87; Musnad Ahmad, #21795 and others. Tirmidhi graded it
hasan ghatib (see Tahdhib al-Tahdhib, (8/290). Al-Albani said it was hasan in his
checking of Sahih ibn Mdjah, #73.

7 Musnad Ahmad, #13149; Ibn Abi Dunya, Makarim al-Akplag, #238 and

. others. Al-Haythami said in his Majmi al-Zawa'id, (8/139) that all the narrators
in the isnad were trustworthy. Al-Albani said it was basan li-ghayribi in his Sahip
at-Targhib wa'l-Tarhib, #2488.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

How to Be Good to Parents

Showing birr to them is by obeying whatever they ask of you
and tell you to do, as long as it is not something forbidden. Their
instructions should be given preference over optional (rawafil)
prayers. Stay away from what they prohibit you. Spend on them.
Seek out for the things they like. Serve them excessively. Observe
respect and dignity with them. Don’t raise your voice or stare at
them. Don’t call them by their names. Walk behind them. Be patient
over anything they do that you dislike.

17)  [‘Abdullah Ibn Qawid said]: T heard Talq Ibn ‘Ali saying that
the Messenger of Allah (#8) said, “If I was with my parents
or with one of them after I had begun my prayer having
recited the opening chapter and they called me saying ‘O
Muhammad,” I would have said, ‘Here I am!”’!®

18) Abh Ghassan al-Dhabbi natrated that he once went out

'® Bayhadi, Shuab al-Iman, (6,/2680). Bayhaqi said it was weak due to Yasin Ibn
Mu‘dh in the isnad. Ibn al-Jawzi included it in his collection of fabricated
narrations a/-Mawdi'at, (3/283).
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walking at the outskirts of Madinah and his father was walk-
ing behind him. He met Aba Hurayrah (radip.Allabu ‘anbu)
who asked, ‘Who is this person walking behind you?’ I said,
‘My father.” He said, “You have done a wrong thing and have
contradicted the Sunnah. Don’t walk in front of your father!
Walk behind him or on his right! Don’t let anyone come in
between you and him. Don’t take the piece of meat (i.e.
food) your father looked at because perhaps he desires it.
Do not stare at your father. Do not sit until he sits and do
not sleep until he sleeps.’

It is related that Aba Hurayrah (radiy.Allahn ‘ankh#) saw two men
and asked one of them, “Who is this to you?” He replied, ‘My father.”
Abut Huraytah (radipAllabu ‘anbs) said, ‘Do not call him by his name.
Do not walk in front of him and do not sit before he does so.”"”

Taylah narrated that he said to Ibn ‘Umar (radiy.Allahu ‘anhuma,
‘My mother is with me.” Ibn ‘Umar said, ‘By Allah, if you speak
nicely to her and feed her you will definitely enter paradise as long
as you abstain from major sins.”

Hisham Ibn ‘Urwah narrated from his father about the vetse,

F I P LA i

St

4

“Lower your wing in- humility towards them in
y g y
kindness.”

[a-Isrd’ (17): 24]

Y Sapih Adab al-Mufrad, #32.

2 Sabih Adab al-Mufrad, #6
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then he said, ‘Don’t refrain from anything that they love,?

When al-Hasan was asked about birr al-walidayn he said, “That
you give them whatever you have and you obey them as long as
it is not a sin.’*

It is narrated from ‘Umar (radipAllabn ‘anbu) that he said, “To
make your parents cry is being disobedient to them.””

Salam ibn Miskin narrated that he asked al-Hasan, ‘Must 2 man
command his parents to do good and forbid them from evil?’
Al-Hasan replied, ‘If they accept then its ok. If they don’t like it,
then leave it (and don’t’ push them).”

Al-‘Awam said that he asked Mujahid, “The caller calls for prayer
and my father’s messenger calls me. (What should I do?)” He re-
plied, ‘Respond to your fathet!”

Ibn al-Munkadir said, ‘If your father calls you while you ate
praying, respond to him.”*

‘Abdﬁ’l—Samad said that he heard Wahb saying, ‘In the Gospel itis
mentioned that the height of being good to parents is that you give

! Ibn Abi Dunya, Makarim al-Akblig, #216. Hamad Ibn al-Sarti, a/-Zubd, #968.
Tafsir al-Tabars, [al-Isra’ (17): 24). ’

2 Al-Musannaf ‘Abdw’l-Ragzag, #9069. ‘Abdullah Ibn Mubarak, a/-Birr wa'l-
Silah, #10

B Sabih Adab al-Mufrad, #6
** Ibn Rajab, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sabih al-Bukhari, (6/386). He said this narration

was mursal. (Note: The prayer mentioned is supeterogatory (nawafila).
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them their wealth in full and you feed them from what you have.’

‘Abdullzh Ibn ‘Awn said, ‘Looking at your parents is an act of
worship.”?

» Al-Daylami, #4701. Al-Albani said it was mawda‘ (fabricated) in Silsilab Abadith
al-Da'ifab, (1/531) #356.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

Giving Preference to the Mother
in Doing Good (birr)

Abt Hurayrah (radiyAllabn ‘anbhu) narrated that a man asked,
‘O Messenger of Allah! Who among people is most deserv-
ing of my fine treatment”” He () said, “Your mother.”
He again asked, “Who’s next?’ “Your mother”, the Prophet
(%) replied again. He asked, “Who’s next?” He (the Prophet
(#8)) said again, “Your mother.” He again asked, “Then who?’
Thereupon he () said, “Then your father.”””

Miqdam Ibn Ma‘dyikarbin (radiy.Allabu ‘anhs) narrated that
the Prophet (#8) said, “Allah advises you to be good to your
mothers. Allah advises you to be good to your mothers. Allah
advises you to be good to your mothers. Allah advises you
to be good to the one closest to you and then to the next

2 Bukhari, #5971; Muslim, #2548; Ibn Majah #20706; Tirmidhi, #1815; Musnad
Ahmad, #19582 and others. Ibn Hibban said it was sahih, #434; Al-Haytami
al-Makki graded it sahih in his a/Zawajir, (2/66) and al-Albani in his Ghayat
wul-Maram, #276.
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closest.”?’

21) Khaddash ibn Salamah reports that the Prophet (#) said,
“I advise a man to be good to his mother. I advise 2 man
to be good to his mother. I advise 2 man to be good to his
mother. I advise a man to be good to his father. T advise him
to be good to any person that is close to him.”?

Al-Awza'i narrated that Makhiil said, ‘I your mother calls you
whilst you are praying, respond to her. If your father calls you
don’t respond until you finish.””

. 22)  Anas (radipAllabu ‘anbn) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(#8) said, “Paradise is under the feet of mothers.”*

23) Abu ‘Abdu’l-Rahman al-Sulami said that a man came to
Abwl-Darda’ and said, ‘My wife is the daughter of ‘Umar
and I love her, but my mother instructs me to divorce her.’
Abw’l-Darda’ said, “I cannot tell you to divorce her nor can
I tell you to disobey your mother. However I can relate to
you a hadeeth that I heard from the Messenger of Allih
(#) who said, “The mother is the straightest door to para-

%’ Bukhari al-Adab al-Mufrad, #60. Ibn Hajr graded it hasan in his Zalkbis al-Habir,
(4/1304); Al-Shawkani in his Nay! al-Awtar, (71/136); and sahih by al-Albani in
his Sahip al-Jami' al-Saghir, #1924 and checking of Adab al-Mufrad, #44

% Tabatani, Mujam al-Awsat, (3/53). Al-Albani said it was da‘Sf in his Da‘zf
al-Jami’, #2120. ‘

% Tbn Abi Shaybah in his a/ Mussanaf, (2/191) and Bayhaqi, Shu'ab al-Inmin,
(6/190) » —

% Shihab in his Musnad, (1,/102); Daylami in al-Firdows (2/447) and othets.

42




Giving Preference to the Mother in Doing Good

24)

25)

26)

dise. So you can keep her if you wish or leave her.””!

Jahimah al-Sulami (radiy.Alihu ‘anhu) narrated that he came
to the Prophet (#) asking his permission to go for jihad.
The Prophet (#) asked him, “Do you have a mother?” He
said, Yes.” The Prophet (#8) replied, “Look after her because
paradise lies at her feet.”

Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllahu ‘anbuma) narrated that the Prophet
() said, “Whoever kisses his mothet’s eyes, it will be a cover
for him from the fire.”*

Anas (radiyAllabu ‘anbu) related that a man came to the
Prophet (#£) and said, ‘I wish to go for jibdd but 'm unable
to.” The Prophet () asked him, “Are any of your parents
alive?” He said, ‘My mother.” The Prophet (#) said, “Then
prove your excuse to Allah by being good to her. If you do
so, then you ate (like) a person making Hayj, ‘Umrah and Jibad
if your mother is happy. Be mindful of Allah and show birr
to her.”*

31 Tirmidhi, #1900 who said it was sahih. Ibn Majah, #2080 and others; al-Albani
graded it sahih in his checking of Sapibh ibn Majah, #2970

32 Nasa1, #3104. Al-Albani graded it as hasan sahih in his checking of Nasa.

% Bayhaqf, Shu'ab al-Iman, #7359. Ibn Adi said this narration is munkar in his
al-Kamil, (2,/393); al-Albani said it was mawdi in Silsilah Abadith al-Da‘sfab, #1116

3* Tabarani, MuSam al-Awsat, (3/199) and (4/372). Al-Hafiz al-Traqi said the
narration was hasan in his Takbrij al-Ihya’, (2/270); Haythami said the narrators
were all trustworthy (Majma‘ al-Zawa’id, (8/141). Al-Albani said it was da'if in
Da'if al-Targhib wa'l-1arhib, #1475
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27)  Ibn ‘Abbas (radipAllahu ‘anbuma) nartated that the Prophet
(#8) said, “If a man looks at his mother once with mercy he
will receive the reward of one accepted Haj.”” He was asked,
‘O Messenger of Allah, even if he looks at her a hundred
times a day?” He replied, “Even if he looks at her a hundred
times a day. Allah Almighty is much mote generous and
pure.”?

Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllahu ‘anbuma) also narrated that a man came
to him and said, ‘T proposed to a woman but she refused to marry
me. Then somebody else proposed to her and she was inclined to
marry him. I became jealous and killed her. Is there any repent-
ance for me?” He asked him, ‘Is your mother alive?’ The man said,
‘No.” He said, ‘Repent to Allah and gain closeness to Him as much
as you can.’

Somebody then asked Ibn ‘Abbas (radiy.Alabu ‘anbuma), Why did
you ask him about his mother’s being alive?” He replied, ‘T don’t
know of any action that is closer to Allih Almighty than showing
birr to your mother.”¢

Abt Nawfal narrated that a man came to ‘Umar (radinAlihn
‘anhs) and said, T killed someone.” He said, ‘Woe to you! Wias it
deliberate or in error?’ The man said, ‘In error.” ‘Umar asked, ‘Are
any of your parents alive?” The man replied, “Yes.” He again asked,
“Your mother?’ The man said, ‘It’s my father.” Umar said, ‘Go and
be show birr to him.” When the man left ‘Umar said, ‘By the One
% Al-Munawi, Fayd al-Qadir, (5/483); Bayhaqf, Shu'ab al-lmin, #7357. Al-Albani
said this narration was mawda‘ in his checking of a/-Miskhit al-Masabib, (3/72),
#4944.

* _A)-Adab al-Mufrad, #15. Authenticated by al-Albani in his checking of Sabih
Adab al-Mufrad, #4, see also Silsilah Abadith al-Sapihah, (6/711).
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in Whose hand my soul lies, if his mother was alive and he showed
birr to het, it is my hope that the fire will never touch him.’

Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllahn ‘anbumd) narrated that whilst a man was
drawing water from his pond, a rider, suffering of thirst, came and
asked permission to drink water and give his animal to drink. The
man tied his camel and proceeded to the water. When the animal
saw the water it went close to it and dug it up. The man stood
up, took a sword and struck the rider with it until he killed him.
Thereafter he went out asking people (about attaining repentance).
He met some Companions of the Messenger of Allah (#8) and
asked them, but they all gave him no hope. Finally he came to one
of them? who asked him, ‘Can you bring him back (back to live) -
as he had come?’ The man said, ‘No.” He again asked, ‘Can you
look for a tunnel in the earth or a staitcase in the heaven?’ The
man replied, ‘No.” He asked, ‘Can you live forever without dying?’
The man stood up and began to walk away rejected. He then asked
him, ‘Do you have patents?’ The man said, ‘My mother is alive.”
He said to him, ‘Look after her and show &irrto her. If he entered
the fire then Allah distances whoever He distances.’

It is narrated that al-Hasan said, “The mother is entitled to two
thirds of reverence (birr) and the father is entitled to one third.”®

Ya'qub al-‘Ajli narrated that he said to ‘Ata’, ‘My mother stops
me from going for prayer in congregation on a rainy night.” He
said, ‘Obey her!’

37 Meaning Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllabu ‘anbumi)

38 Bayhaqi, Shu'ab al-Iman, (1/187).
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‘Atd’ narrated that a man’s mother took an oath that he will only
offer obligatory prayets and only fast in Ramadan. ‘Ata’ said, ‘He
should obey her.

Al-Hasan was asked about a man whose father took an oath for
something and then his mother took an oath for the opposite. He
said, ‘He should obey his mothet.’

Rifaa Ibn Iyas said, ‘T saw Haris al-‘Akli weeping at the funeral
of his mother.” Somebody remarked, “You are crying?” He said,
‘Why should I not cry when one of the doots of paradise has
been closed!’

Rifaah Ibn Iyas natrated that when the mother of Iyas Ibn
Mu‘awiyah passed away he began to cry. Somebody remarked, “You
are crying?” He said, ‘O my Lord, advise me.” He said, I advise you
with regards to your mother for she bore you in weakness after
weakness.” He asked, “Then who?” He said, “Your mother.” He
asked again, “Then who?’ He said, “Your mother then your father.’

Hisham Ibn Hasan said that I asked al-Hasan, I learn the Qur’an
whilst my mother waits for me for supper.” Al-Hasan said, ‘Having
supper with your mother and pleasing her is dearer to me than a
voluntary /gjj that you make.’

Hasan Ibn ‘Amr narrated that he heard Bishr Ibn al-Harith say-
ing, ‘A child staying close to his mother whete she can be heard is
better than one striking his sword in the path of Allah Almighty;
and looking at her is better than everything else.’

Abu Hazim narrated that ‘Umarah said that he heard his father
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saying, ‘Woe to you! Don’t you know that looking at your mother
is an act of worship! Then, what about showing bzrr to het!’

47



CHAPTER NINE

How A Child Can Repay
His Parents

28)  Abt Hurayrah (radiyAllabn ‘anks) narrated that the Prophet
(#8) said, “A child cannot repay his parents unless he finds
them as slaves and sets them free.”®

The Shaykh said: It has been established that when a child put-
chases his father, he becomes free by the purchase itself and must

verbalise the emancipation. This is the view of all the scholars
besides Dawid (al-Dhahiti).

The hadith therefore has two meanings. The first is that freedom
is attributed to him because it is established by the purchase itself.
The second is more intricate and this is that repaying a father is
not conceivable because it is not conceivable that his son can free
him as the father becomes free by the purchase itself. This then is
similar to the verse of the Qut’an:

% Muslim, #2787; Abt Dawid, #4473; Tirmidhi, #1825 and others.
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“They will not enter paradise until a camel enters the
eye of the needle.”

[al-Araf (7): 40]
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CHAPTER TEN

Reward for Being Good to Parents

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar (radipAllabu ‘anbuma) narrated that the
Messenger of Allah (#8) said, “While three persons wete
traveling, they were overtaken by rain and they took shelter
in a cave in a mountain. A big boulder fell from the mountain
over the mouth of the cave and blocked it. They said to each
other, “Think of such righteous deeds that you did for Allah’s
Sake only, and invoke Allah through referencing those deeds
so that Allah may relieve you from your difficulty. One of
them said, ‘O Allah! I had my parents who were very old
and I had small children for whose sake I used to work as
a shepherd. When I returned to them at night and milked
(the sheep), I used to start by giving the milk to my parents
first before giving to my children. One day I went far away
in search of a grazing place (for my sheep), and didn't return
home till late at night and found that my parents had slept.
I milked (my livestock) as usual and brought the milk vessel
and stood at their heads, and I disliked to wake them up from
their sleep, and I also disliked to give the milk to my children

before my parents though my children were crying (from
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30)

31)

32)

hunger) at my feet. I remained standing like this until the
day dawned. O Allah! If you know I had done this only for
seeking Your Pleasure, then please let there be an opening
through which we can see the sky.” So Allah made for them
an opening through which they could see the sky.” He then
mentioned the rest of the hadith.*

‘N’ishah (radiyAllihu ‘ankd) narrated that I dreamt that I was
in paradise and I heard someone reciting Qur’an. I asked,
‘Who is that?” They replied, ‘Haritha Ibn Nu‘man.” The
Messenger of Allah (#8) then said, “Such is showing birr to
parents. He was the best of all people in showing irr to his
mother.”"!

Makhal narrated that delegation of al-Ash‘atin came to
the Messenger of Allah () who asked them, “Is Wahtah
among you?” They replied, “Yes.” He (#) said, “Allah has
entered her into paradise due to her birr to her mother who
was a polytheist. Their locality was attacked and she carried
her mother and ran with her into the hot sands. When her
feet would burn she would sit, make her mother sit in her
lap and shield her from the sun. When she had rested she

would catry her again.”*

‘Abdu’l-Rahman Ibn Samurah (radipAllahu ‘anhs) narrated
that once the Messenger of Allah (#) came out to them

* Bukhari, #2215, #2333; Muslim, #1743 and Ahmad (2/116).

' Musnad Ahmad, #24768; Sahih Ibn Hibban, #7015. Al-Wadi said the narra-
tion was sahih in his checking of Musnad Ahmad, #1555.

2 al-Khar®'iti in Makarim al-Akblag, a similar narration is found in Imim
Bayhaqf, Shu'ab al-Iman, (6/2694) who said it was mursal.
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whilst they were sitting in the Masjid of al-Madinah and said,
“I saw 2 man from my community to whom the Angel of
Death had come to take away his soul. But then his good
treatment (b7rr) of his parents came and repelled him.”*

4 Tbn Taymiyyah said in his Mustadrak ‘ala al-Majmu* (1/99) that it was a hasan
narration with (supporting) witness from the Sunnah [see also o/ Wabil al-Sayyib,
p.113]. Ibn Mulaqqin said the natration was hasan jayyid in his Sharh al-Bukhari,
(28/273). Ibn Hibban said it was munkar in his a~Majrubin, (2/385). Al-Albani
said it was da‘if in his Da'yf al-Jami as-Saghir, #2086.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

Reward for Spending on the Parents

33) Abuwl-Darda’ (radiyAllahn ‘anhu) narrated that ‘Umar
(radiyAllabu ‘anbu) said, “We were with the Messenger of
Allah (#8) on a mountain ovetlooking a plain. I saw an
impressive young man and remarked, ‘What a fine young
man, if he could only spend his youth in Allah’s path!” At
this the Messenger of Allah (%) said, “O ‘Umar, perhaps
he is already in Allah’s path and you don’t realise it!”

Then the Prophet (#) went up to him and asked, “O young
man, are you looking after anyone?” He replied, ‘My mother.”
The Prophet (#8) said, “Take good care of her for paradise lies
at her feet.”*

34) Muwarriq al-‘Ajali (radiyAllahn ‘anbh#) narrated that the
Prophet (#8) asked, “Do you know of any expense better

*“ A similar narration is found in a/-Mustadrak, #2433; Bayhaqi, #16390 and
others. Scholars of hadith have differed greatly on authenticity of its isnads
of narrations, however they agree that the implied meaning of the narration
is correct.
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than thatin Allih’s‘path?” They replied, ‘Allah and His Mes-
senget know best.” He (#) said, “What a son spends on his

patents is better.”*

% Thn Mubarak, al-Birr wa’LSilah, #41.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

Those Who Went Out Of Their Way To
Be Good To Their Parents

‘N’ishah (radipAllihn ‘anba) says, ‘There were two men from the
Companions of the Messenger of Allah (#) who were the best to
their mother in this Ummah— Uthman Ibn ‘Affan and Harithah
Ibn Nu‘man.

‘Uthman (radiyAllahn ‘anbs) said, ‘T was not able to look straight
at my mother ever since I accepted Islam.

Harithah (radiyAllabu ‘anbh#) used to delouse his mother’s head
and feed her with his hands. He would never question her about
anything she instructed but would ask those who were with her
later on, ‘What did my mother mean?’

It is narrated that whenever Aba Hurayrah (radiy.Allahu ‘anbu)
would leave his house he would stand at his mothet’s door and say,
‘Peace on you O my mother, and Allah’s mercy and blessings.” She
would reply, ‘And on you be peace, O my son, and Allah’s mercy
and blessings.” He would then say, ‘May Allah bless you as you had
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nurtured me when I was young.” She would reply, ‘May Allah bless
you as you have been good to me in my old age.’

He would do the same when he returned.

Abt Umamah (radipAllahu ‘anbu) narrated that Aba Hurayrah
(radiyAllihu ‘anbs) used to catry his mother to the toilet and place
her down because she was blind.

Ibn Sirin said, ‘T had a date palm worth a thousand dirhams and 1
dug it up for its tuber. People said to me, “You dug up a date-palm
worth so much for a tuber worth two dithams.” I said, ‘My mother
asked me for it. If she had asked me for more than that I would
have done that too.”

| Sufyan Thawri said, ‘Tbn al-Hanafiyyah used to wash his mothet’s
hair with soap, comb it and apply dye to it.’ :

Zubhri said that Hasan Ibn ‘Ali (radiyAllahu ‘anhuma) would never
eat with his mother although he was the best of all people to her.
When he was asked about this he said, ‘I feat that if I eat with her
and she looks at something but I don’t know about it and I eat it.
In that way I would have done wrong to my mother.” In one nat-
ration it is reported that he said, ‘I fear that my hand would take
something before she could.’

Isma‘il Ibn ‘Awn narrated that a2 man came to Ibn Sirin when
his mother was with him and asked (another person), ‘What’s the
matter with Muhammad, is he sick?’ The people replied, No. This

is how he is when he is by his mother.”

Hisham narrated that Hafsah [bint Sitin] used to pray for Hud-
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hayl and say, “He used to go to the cane and peel and dry it in
summer so that it had no smoke. In winter he used to come and
sit behind me when I was praying and light a small fire so that the
warmth would reach me but the smoke would not affect me.” T used
to tell him, ‘O my son, tonight go to your family,’ and he would
say, ‘O my mother, I know what they want.” So I used to leave him
and this used to sometimes go on till the morning.

He used to send milk for me in the morning and I used to say
to him, ‘O my son, you know I don’t drink in the day.’ He would
reply, “The best milk is what was overnight in the udder and I don’t
want to prefer anyone else over you. Send it to whoever you wish.’

Then Hudhayl passed away and I was greatly saddened by his
demise and I had a burning in my chest that wouldn’t go away. One
night I stood up to pray and began Surah al-INapl. When I reached
the verse, “What is with you will petish and what is with Allah will
remain. We will definitely give those who ate patient their reward
according to the best of what they used to do,’ the pain that I had
felt, disappeated.”

Anas Ibn Nadr Al-AshjaT narrated that one night the mother
of Ibn Mas‘ad (radipAllahn ‘anks) asked for water. He went and
brought some water but found that she had fallen asleep. He re-
mained there with the water until the morning;

It is narrated about Zabyan ibn ‘Al al-Thawfi—who was ex-
tremely good to his mother—one night she went to sleep whilst she
was upset with him. He stood on his feet, not wanting to awaken
her and not wanting to sit. When he couldn’t manage two of his
slaves came and he continued to stand leaning on them until the
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morning,

He used to take her with him to Makkah. On a hot day he used to
dig a well for her and then bring a leather mat and pour water on it.
He would then tell her, ‘Go in hete and cool down with this watet.’

Muhammad Ibn ‘Umar narrated that Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdu’l-
Rahman Ibn Abi al-Zinad was dutiful towards his mother. His
father used to call him saying, ‘O Muhammad,” but he would not
respond until he rushed and stood at his head. His father would
then ask him to do something and he wouldn’t question him but
would ask someone else who understood what his father had said.

It is narrated that once ‘Awn Ibn ‘Abdullah’s mother called him
and he responded with aloud voice. Due to that he freed two slaves.

Bakr ibn ‘Abbas narrated that he sometimes would be sitting in
the gathering of Mansar and his mother would shout for him. She
was stern and would say, ‘O Manstr, Ibn Hubayrah wants you to
become a judge and you refuse?” He would stand with his beard
on his chest not raising his gaze towards her.

Sufyan Ibn ‘Uyaynah said, ‘A man returned from a journey and
found his mother standing in prayer. He didn’t want to sit while his
mother was standing. She realised this and lengthened the prayer
so that he may be rewarded.’

It has reached us about ‘Umar Ibn Dharr that when his son
passed away people said to him, ‘How did he treat you?’ He re-
plied, ‘He did not walk with me in the day except that he would
be behind me. At night he would walk in front of me. He did not
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sleep on any level if I was below him.’

Mu‘allai Ibn Ayyab narrated that he heard Ma‘mun saying, ‘I
have not seen any person more dutiful to his parents than Fadl
ibn Yahya al-Barmaki. He was so dutiful that Yahya would always
have warm water for ablution. They were once together in prison
and the warden refused to let them bring in wood on a cold night.
When Yahya went to sleep, Fadl took a small container filled it
water and held it close to the lamp. He remained standing like this
until the morning.’

Someone else, other than Ma‘mun, narrated that the warden
realised that he used the lamp to warm the water so the follow-
ing night he didn’t allow them to keep the lamp on. Fadl took the
container with water and put it next to his body in his bed until
the water became lukewarm by the morning.

Ka‘b al-Ahbar (radipAllabu ‘anbu) narrated that three people
from Bani Isra’ll got together and decided to mention the worst
sin that each of them committed. The first petson said, ‘I cannot
remember any sin worse than the following. Whenever urine used
to fall on our clothing we used to cut that part of the garment.
Once urine fell onto my clothing and I cut the garment but very
little. This is the worst sin I committed.’

The second person said, ‘T was with a friend of mine and a tree
came between us. So I emerged from behind it and he became

scared and said, ‘Allah is between you and me.’

The third person said, ‘Once my mother called from the direction
of the wind and I responded but she didn’t hear me. She became
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angry and started throwing stones at me. I took a stick and came to
sit in front of her so she could hit me with it. She became scatred
and hurt her (own) face. This is the worst sin I committed.’
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN

The Sin of Disobedience to Parents
(‘uqig al-walidayn)*

35) Abua Bakrah (radipAllahu ‘anb#) narrated from his father that
the major sins were mentioned before the Prophet (4) and
he said, “To associate partners with Allah and ‘gsg of the
parents.” He (4) was leaning and then sat up and said, “Hear
well, and false testimony.” He continued repeating this until
we wished that he would stop.”*’

36) Anas (radipAllibn ‘anbu) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (#8) was asked about the major sins and he said, “To
associate partners with Allah, to murder someone, and ugig
of the parents...”*

% Uqsq al-wilidayn is disobedience or disrespecting or not fulfilling the rights of
the parents and it is the opposite of birr al-walidayn. The one who is disobedient
to his parents is called 4g.

# Bukhati, #2654, #5676; Muslim, #87 and Tirmidhi, #1901, #2301 and #3019.

“ Bukhari, #2653, #5977 and #6871; Muslim, #88 and Tirmidhi, #1207 and
#3008.
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37) Ibn ‘Amt (radiyAllabu ‘anbumdi) narrated that the Prophet
(#8) said, “The major sins (kaba’ir) are to associate partners
with Allah, ‘%gigq of the parents, to murder someone and to

take a false oath.”*

38) Itisalso narrated that he (#8) said, “One who is disobedient
to his parents (‘4g), one who drinks wine habitually, one who
rejects predestination (gadr) and one who takes false oaths
will not enter paradise.”*

~ 39)  Ibn ‘Umatah (radipAllabn ‘ank#) narrated that the Prophet
’ (#8) said, “There are three people at whom Allah will not
look at on the Day of Rising: One who is disobedient to his
parents (‘4g), one who drinks wine habitually and one who

recounts the favours for what he has given.”"

40) Abu Hurayrah (radipAllabu ‘anbu) narrated that the Messen-
ger of Allah () said, “There ate four people whom Allah
will not allow to enter into paradise ot taste of its pleasures:
One who drinks wine habitually, one who consumes usury,
one who consumes the orphan’s wealth wrongfully and one

~who is disobedient to his parents (‘7g).”*

ke Bukhan #6675; Tirmidhi, #3021 and Nasa’1, #4022 and #4883.

0 Musannaf Tbon Abi Shaybah, #23476. Haythami said it was da‘if in his Majma“
al-Zawa'id, (1/203).

51 Nasa’i, #2326; Ibn Hibban, #7340 and others. Ibn Khuzaymah said it
was established and sahih in his a/Tawhid, (2/861). Al-Haythami al-Makki;
al-Mundhiti, al-Haythami authenticated this narration within their respective
“works. Al-Albani graded it sahih in his Silsilah Abadith al-Sabibah, #1397, and
Ahmad Shakir in Umdat al-1afsir, (1/729).

52 Mustadrak al-Hakim, (2/37) #2307 who said the isnad of narration was sahih.
Al-Dhahabi did not concur and said it was weak in his a/-7alkhis, #192.
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41)

42)

43)

Zayd Ibn Arqam (radiyAllahn ‘anku) narrated that he heard
the Messenger of Allah (#) saying, “If a person’s parents
are happy with him in the morning then he has two doors
of Paradise open for him that morning, If a person’s pat-
ents are happy with him in the evening then he has two
doors of Paradise open for him that evening. If a person’s
parents are unhappy with him in the morning then he has
two doors of the Fire open for him that morning. If it is
one parent then it will be one door.” Someone asked, ‘Even
if they are oppressive towards him?” He said, ‘Even if they
are oppressive. Even if they are oppressive. Even if they
are oppressive.””>

‘Amr Ibn Murtrah al-Juhani (radipAllabu ‘anbu) narrated
that a man came to the Messenger of Allah (#) and said,
‘O Messenger of Allah! I testify that there is no god but
Allah and that you are the Messenger of Allah, I offer the
five prayers, I discharge the obligatory charity and I fast in
Ramadan.” The Messenger of Allah (#) said, “Whoever
dies on this shall be with the Prophets, the truthful ones, the
martyrs and the pious on the Day of Rising like this—and
he raised his two fingers—as long as he does not disobey
his parents.”**

Abt Hurayrah (radiyAllabn ‘anh#) narrated that once the
Prophet () ascended the pulpit and he said, “Amin, Amin,

% Bayhadf, Shuab al-Imin, #7421. Al-Hafiz al-Traqi said this narration was not
sound in his 7akhrj al-Ihya’, (2/271). Al-Albani said it was mawdi‘ in his Silsilab
Aidith al-Da'§fab, #6271.

* Al-Targhib wa'l-Tarhib, (3/301). Al-Haythami al-Makki said it was sahih in his
al-Zawajir, (2/68); Haythami in Majma‘ al-Zawa’id, (8 /150) and al-Albani in Szhih
al-Targhib wa’l-Tarhib, #2515.
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44)

45)

Amin” (upon each step he took). When he came down it was
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, you ascended the minbar and
said, “Amin, Amin, Amin.’ He (¥&) said: “Jibtil (‘elaybis-salam)
came to me and said: ‘If Ramadan comes and a person is
not forgiven, he will enter Hell and Allah will cast him far
away. Say Amin.” So 1 said Amin. He said: ‘O Muhammad,
if both or one of a person’s parents ate alive and he does
not honour them and he dies, he will enter Hell and Allah
will cast him far away. Say Amin.’ So 1 said Amin. He said: ‘If
you are mentioned in a person’s presence and he does not
send blessings upon you and he dies, he will enter Hell and
Allah will cast him far away. Say Amin.’ So 1 said Amin.””>

Abu Tufayl narrated that ‘Al (radiyAllahu ‘anbu) was asked,
‘Did the Messenger of Allah (#) give you something special
that he didn’t give other people?” He replied, “The Messenger
of Allah (#8) did not give us something special that he didn’t
give other people besides what is in the sheath of my sword.’
He then took out a page in which it was written: “May Allah
curse the one who slaughters for other than Allah’s sake.
May Allah curse the one who steals a property marker. May
Allzh curse the one who is disobedient to his parents.”>

Abu Hurayrah (radipAllabu ‘anbu) narrated that the Messen-
ger of Allah (#) said, “May his nose be rubbed in dust! May
his nose be rubbed in dust!” Someone asked, “Of Whom,
O Messenger of Allah?” He (#8) said, “The person whose

% Ibn Hibban, (3/188), #907; Al-Albani said it was sahih in his Sahip at-Targhib
wa-t-Tarhib, #1679, and al-Wadi' in his Sabib al-Musnad, #1298

> _Al-Adab al-Mufrad, #17 and others. Al-Albani graded it as sahih in his check-
ing (see Sahih Adab al-Mufrad , #13)
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46)

47)

48)

49)

parents are with him, while they are old, whether one of
them or both of them, and then he enters the fire.”s’

Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllahn ‘anbumad) natrated that the Prophet
(#8) said, “Cursed is the one who abuses his father. Cursed
is the one who abuses his mother.”

Abt Hurayrah (radiyAllabu ‘anksu) narrated that the Messen-
ger of Allah (#) said, “Allah curses seven of his creation
above the seven heavens: Cursed is the one who disobeys
his parents...”

He also narrated that the Prophet (#) said, “Allah does not
accept the prayer of the one whose parents are angry with
him, unless they are being oppressive towards him.”®

Anas (radipAllibn ‘anbu) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (%) said, “Whoever pleases his parents has pleased
Allah. Whoever displeases his parents has displeased

5" AL-Adab al-Mufrad, #16. See also Muslim, #2551 with slight variation.

*8 Musnad Ahmad, #1806 and others. Al-Albani graded it as sahth in Sabib a/-
Jami al-Saghir, #5891; Ahmad Shakir said the isnad was sahth in his checking
of Musnad Ahmad, (3/266).

* Al-Mustadrak al-Hakim, (4,/356)

 Mujam al-Awsat, (8/234), who said the narration came through Muhatir (or
Mubhariz) Ibn Hariin, who is declared weak by majority of Scholars of Hadith.
Bukhari and Nasal said he was munkar al-hadith (abandoned). Al-Albani
graded it very weak in his Silsilab Apidith as-Sahihah, #5368; see also Da'if al-
Jami‘ al-Saghir, #1448.
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50)

51)

52)

Allah.”¢!

‘Nishah (radipAllibu ‘anha) narrated that the Messenget of
Allah (%) said, “Allah Almighty said, ‘Do what you wish
for I forgive you,” and he says to the one who is good to his
parents, ‘Do what you wish for I will forgive you.””*

Aba Bakrah (radipAllabu ‘anbn) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (%) said, “Allah postpones all sins until the Day of
Rising besides disobedience to parents for which he punishes
the person in this world.”®

Anas (radipAllibn ‘anbu)natrated that the Prophet () said,
“Alldh Almighty revealed to [Prophet] Masa Ibn ‘Imrin
(‘@layhis-salim) saying, ‘O Musa, the word of a person diso-
bedient to his parents is vety setious in my sight.” The people
asked, ‘O Miisa, which word?” He said, ‘For a person to say
to his parents, ‘I do not respond to your call.”*

One of wise ones said, ‘Do not beftiend a person who is diso-
bedient to his parents because he will never be good to you, as he
has not been good to someone who has a greater right than you.”

6 Tbn Najjar, Jami‘ al-Ahadith, #45535. Al-Albani graded it as da‘if in his Da’%f
al-Jami‘ al-Saghir, #5392

2 Found in Jami‘ al-Abadith, #26910 with a similar narration referenced to Aba
Nu‘aym’s Hilyatu--Awliya. '

% Bayhaqj, Shu'ab al-Iman, 6,/2682. Al-Albani said it was da‘if in his Da'%f al-Jami‘
al-Saghir, #4213 and Da'if al-Targhib wa’l-Tarhib, #1486

6 The source of this narration was not found
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CHAPTER FOURTEEN

Misfortune of the One Who Is
Disobedient To His Parents

‘Abdullah Ibn Awfa (radipAllibu ‘ank#) narrated that once
a man came to the Prophet (#) and addressed him, ‘O
Messenger of Allah, a young man is dying. People are ask-
ing him to recite La #laha illAllih but he is unable to do so.’
The Prophet (#8) asked, “Did he not say it in his lifetime?”
and got the answer in the affirmative. Then the Prophet
(#) stood up and we also stood up with him and he went
to the house of that young man. The Messenger of Allah

‘advised him to say La 7laba illAllah but the man indicated

that he was unable to do so as the words could not come
out of his mouth. The Prophet (%) asked him, “Why,” and
he replied that it was because of being disobedient to his
mother. The Prophet (#) enquired whether she was alive
and he replied that she was. He then called for the mother
of the dying man and said to her, “Is he your son?” She
replied in the affirmative. He then put to her a question,
“Tell me, if we threaten to throw your son into a raging fire,
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will you want him to be forgiven?” The woman replied that
she would definitely do so at that time. The Prophet &)
then said to her, “If so, declare, making Allah and us your
witnesses, that you are now pleased with him!” The woman
readily declared, ‘O Allah, You and your Messenger be my
witness that I am pleased with this son of mine.’

The Prophet (§) turned to the dying man and asked him to recite
L ilaha illAllih and the man recited it. Seeing this, the Prophet
(#8) said, “Praise be to Allah who saved this man from the fire of
Hell through me.”®

Milik Tbn Dinar narrated: Once I was making 7awdf of the
Ka‘bah and I was impressed by the large number of those making
Hajjand ‘Umrah. 1 said to myself, ‘Twonder whose is accepted so 1
can congratulate him and whose is rejected so I can console him.”

That night I saw a dream in which someone was saying, ‘Malik
Ibn Dinar is asking about those making Haj and ‘Umrab? Allah
has forgiven all of them, the young and the old, male and female,

black and white, with the exception of one man with whom Allah
is angry and has rejected his Hgj and thrown it back at his face.’

Malik said: I spent such a night that only Allah knows, fearing
that I may be that man.’

The following night I saw the same dream but it was said to me,
“You are not that man but it is 2 man from Khorasan, from the city

% Bayhaqj, Shu'ab al-Imin, (6/2683), who said there was peculiarity in the hadith
due to a weak narrator by the name of Fa‘id Abi’l-Waraqah. Haythai said this
narrator was abandolned. Al-Albani said the narration was very weak (see Da'if
ar-Targhib wa'l-Tarhib, #1487) ‘
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of Balkh, whose name is Muhammad ibn Hartin Balkhi.

In the morning I went to the tribes of Khorasan and I enquired,
‘Is there anyone by the name of Muhammad Ibn Harlin amongst
you?’ They said, ‘Bravo, Bravo! You are asking about a man who
in the whole of Khorasan there is no one more devoted, more
ascetic and more learned than him!’

I was surprised at the wonderful words they had for him as
compared to what I saw in my dream and I said, ‘Show me who he
is” They said, ‘For the last forty years he fasts every day and prays
the whole night. He only stays in desolate places and we think you
will find him in the desolate areas around Makkah.’

I began looking around the desolate areas and I suddenly found
him praying behind a wall. His right hand was suspended from his
neck and he had tied it with two huge straps to his feet. He was
going into ruks# and sajdah. When he heard my footsteps he said,
“Who’s there?’ I replied, ‘Malik Ibn Dinar.” He said, ‘O Malik, what
has made you come here? If you've seen a dream then relate it to
me.” I said, ‘T’'m feeling ashamed to relate it.” He said, “You must.’

So I related it to him and he ctied for a long while. He then said,
“I was a man who used to drink. One day I drank with a friend of
mine until I became drunk and out of my mind. I came home and
when I entered my mother was lighting an oven we had. When
she saw me swaying because of being drunk, she came to feed me
and she said, “This is the last day of Sha‘ban and the first night of
Ramadan. People are going to be fasting in the morning and you
are going to be drunk! Are you not ashamed in front of Allah?’ I
raised my hand and slapped het. She said, “You miserable wretched
petson!’ I became angry at her statement and in my drunken state
I lifted her and threw her into the oven. When my wife saw this
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she pushed me into a room and locked the door.

In the last part of the night, when I became sober, I called my
wife to open the door and she answered rudely. I said, ‘Why are
you being rude to me?’ She said, “You don’t deserve any kindness.’
I said, “Why?’ She said, “You killed your mother! You threw her
into the oven and she burnt to death.’

I came out and went to the oven and there she lied like a burnt
loaf of bread. I went out and gave all my wealth in charity. I freed
all my slaves. For forty years I fast every day and I pray the whole
night. I make Hajj every year and every year some pious worship-
pet like you sees this dream.

I dusted my hands in his face and I said, ‘O you wretched one!
You ate going to burn the entire earth and all those on it with your
fire.” I went away from him to a distance where I could hear him
but could not see him. He raised his hands to the sky and he said,
‘O the One Who temoves sorry and sadness! Who answers the call
of those in dire straits. I seek refuge in your pleasure from your
displeasure and in your protection from your retribution. Don’t
cut off my hope and disappoint my prayer.’

I went home and slept. At night I saw someone saying, ‘O Malik.
Don’t make people despair of Allah’s Mercy. Allah, in the supreme
gatheting, has looked on Muhammad Ibn Hariin and accepted
his prayer. Go back to him and tell him that ‘Allah will gather all
the creation on the Day of Rising and take revenge for an animal
without horns from one with horns. He will bring you and your
mother together and decide in her favour against you, make you
taste the fire and then gift you to your mother.”
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CHAPTER FIFTEEN

Manners of Disobedience to Parents

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar (radiyAllabu ‘anhs) narrated, “To make your
parents cry is from disobedience (‘%gsg).’

‘Umar Ibn Zubayr said, ‘A person who stares at his parents has
not shown bzrr to them.

Muhammad Ibn Sitin said, ‘A person who walks in front of his
father has disobeyed him, unless he does so to remove harmful
things from the path. A person who calls his father by his name
has disobeyed him. He must say, ‘O my father!’

Mujahid said, ‘A son should not push the hand of his father when
he hits him. If a person stares at his parents he has not shown birr

to them. If a person brings anything to them that grieves them he
has disobeyed them.”

Al-Hasan al-Basti said, “The worst offence is that 2 man brings
his father before the ruler.”

Farqad said, ‘I read in some books. The person who stares at
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his parents has not been shown birr to them. Looking at them is
wortship. A son should not walk in front of his father and should
not speak when he is present. He should not walk on their right or
left unless they call him and he responds, or they instruct him and
he obeys. Instead, he should walk behind them like a lowly slave.”

Yazid Ibn Abi Habib said, “To use evidence against parents is
‘uqiq.” (meaning to win an argument with them).

Ka‘b Ibn Ahbar was asked about %gsg to patents and he said,

‘If your father tells you to do something and you don’t obey, then
you have disobeyed them completely.’
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CHAPTER SIXTEEN

The Prayer of Invocation of Parents in
Favour of Children is Answered

‘Abdullzh Ibn Mas‘ad (radipAllihu ‘anhs) said, ‘The invocation
of three people are not rejected: the parent, the oppressed and
the traveller.”

Al-Hasan used to say, “The invocation of parents produces
wealth and children.”’

Al-Hasan was asked about the invocation of a parent for a child.
He said, ‘(It is means of) salvation.’

Mujahid said, “The call of three people are not blocked by Allah
Almighty: The supplication of the opptressed, the supplication of
a parent for his child and testimony that thete is none has the right
to be worshipped but Allah.

% Ibn Abi Shaybah in his Mussanaf, (6/48). Similar narration has been recorded
on the authority of ‘Uqbah Ibn ‘Amir (radipAllahu ‘anks). See Al-Albani, Sahih
al-Jami' al-Saghir, #3049.

" Ibn Mubarak, a/-Birr wa'l-Silah, #120
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He also said, “The invocation of a parent is not blocked from
Allah Almighty.

‘Abdu’l-Rahmin Ibn Ahmad Ibn Hanbal said, T heard my father
say, ‘A woman came to Makhlad Ibn al-Husayn and said, ‘My son
has been taken prisoner by the Romans. I don’t have anything ex-
cepta small house that I cannot sell. Please show me someone who
can pay his ransom as I have no peace of mind and am sleepless
during night and day. The Shaykh put his head down for a while
and then made some supphcauon

After a period of time the woman came back (to Makhlad) with
her son and began praying for him and said, ‘My son will tell you
the story’, so he narrated: ‘I was in a group of prisoners taken by
one of the kings of Rome. Whilst we were returning from work
after sunset, the shackles from my feet opened up and fell to the
ground'. He mentioned the date and time this occurred, and it
was the same time his mother had come to the Shaykh and he had
supplicated to Allah for him.

The man who was guarding us stood up and shouted, “You
broke the shackle!’ I said, ‘No, it fell off’. He became confused and
spoke to his friend. They then brought a blacksmith who tied me
up again. I walked a few steps and the shackle fell off again. They
all became bewildered and called their priests who asked me, ‘Do
you have a mother?’ I said, “Yes’. They said, ‘Her prayer has been
answered. We now must release you without tying you and we will
take you to the Muslim side.’ '
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

The Invocation of Parents Against
Children is Answered

54)  Abua Hurayrah (radiy.Allahu ‘anbu) narrated that the Messen-
ger of Allah (#8) said, “Three prayers are answered without
doubt: The prayer of the oppressed, the prayer of the travel-
ler and the prayer of parents against their child.”®

55)  He (radipAllabu ‘ankhs) also narrated that the Prophet (4&)
said, “Jurayj was a monk who had secluded himself in his
monastery. There used to be a shepherd who would herd
his sheep at the foot of the monastery. There was a woman
from the town who used to frequent this shepherd. Once the
mother of Jurayj came and called him while he was praying.
He said to himself, ‘O my Lord, my mother and my prayer,’
and he gave preference to his prayer. She shouted for him
a second and third time and he did not respond. She then
said, ‘May Allah not let you die until you look into the faces
of prostitutes.” Then she went away.

% Tirmidhi, #3448, who said the narration is hasan; Aba Dawid, #1536 and
Ibn Hibban, (6/416). See Al-Albani, Sahih Adab al-Mufrad, #24.
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That woman became pregnant and bore a child. People asked
her, “‘Whose child is this?’ and she replied, ‘It is from Jurayj.” They
knocked down his monastery and tied him up. As they took him
pass some prostitutes he smiled while they were looking at him.

He then said to the king, “‘What is this woman’s claim?’ He replied,
‘She claims that this son of hers is from you.” He went to the child
and asked him, ‘Who is your father?’ The child said, “The shepherd.’
Hearing this, the king said, “We will rebuild a monastery of gold
for you?’ Jurayj said, ‘No. Just make it as it was.” The king then
asked him, “What made you smile?’ He replied, “The prayer of my
mother has caught up with me,” and then he told them the story.”®

% Bukhar, #1206, #4282, #3436 and #3466. See Al-Albani, Sabih Adab al-
Mufrad, #25.
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN

A Person Who Disowns His Parents or
Children

Anas al-Juhani narrated from his father that the Prophet (%)
said, “Allah The Most High has certain servants that he will not
speak to on the Day of Rising, nor purify them nor look at them.”
He was asked, ‘Who are these people, O Messenger of Allah?” He
(#8) replied, “The one who disowns his parents turning away from
them, the one who disowns his child and a man to whom some
people did good but he was unthankful to them and disowned
them.””

Abut Hurayrah (radiy.Allabn ‘anbu) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah () said, “If any person rejects his child that looks at him,
Allah will conceal Himself from him and disgrace him in front of
the earlier and later generations.””

™ Musnad Ahmad, (3/440). Graded as da‘if by Ibn Muflih in his a~Adab af-
Sharyyah, (1/333) and al-Albani in Silsilah Abadith al-Da'ifab, #1941.

' Abi Dawid, #2263; Sahih Ibn Hibban and others.
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CHAPTER NINETEEN

The Sin of a Person Being Attributed to

58)

59)

Other Than His Father

Ibrahim al-Tamimi narrated from his father who said,
“Ali (radiyAllahu ‘anbd) delivered a sermon to us and said,
‘Whoever claims that we have anything that we recite be-
sides the Book of Allah and this document—a document

- in which the ages of camels and issues on wounds were

recorded—has lied.” He also said that the Messenger of
Allah (#8) said, “Whoever claims attribution to other than his
father or his masters, on him is the curse of Allah, the angels
and all people and Allah will not accept any supetrerogatory
[voluntary] nor obligatory act [ot deeds] of his.””"*

Ibn ‘Uthman al-Hindi narrated that he heard Sa‘d saying, ‘My
ears have heard and my heart has recorded from Muhammad
(%) the following words, “Whoever knowingly claims at-
tribution to other than his father, paradise is forbidden for

2 Bukhari, #1870, #3172, #3179, #6755 and #7300; A similar variation is
found in Muslim, #1370; Aba Dawad, #2034 and Tirmidhi, #2127, who said

the narration was hasan sahih.
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him.

He said, ‘T met Abt Bakr (radiyAllabu ‘ankhu) and related this to
him.” He said, T also heard it from the Messenger of Allah (%).7

60) Abu Hurayrah (radiyAllabn ‘anhs) narrated that the Prophet
(%) said, “Do not turn away from your fathers. Whoever
who turns away from his father has committed disbelief.””*

® Bukhari, #4326 and #6767; Muslim, #63; Aba Dawad, #2034 and Ibn
. Majah, #2610.

" Bukhari, #6768; Muslim, #62 and Ibn Hibban, (1,/147 and 154) and (4,/328).
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61)

62)

CHAPTERTWENTY

'ThevSin of One Who Becomes the Means

of His Parents Being Abused

‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar (radipAllabu ‘anbuma) narrated that the
Messenger of Allah () said, “One of the wotst of the ma-
jor sins is that a person curses his parents.” Someone asked,
‘How can a person curse his parents?” He (#) replied, “He

abuses someone else’s father and that person then abuses
his father and his mother.””

He also narrated that the Prophet () said, “The worst of
the major sins is that a person curses his parents.” Someone
asked, ‘How can a person curse his parents?” He (#) replied,

‘He curses someone else’s father and that person then curses
his father and his mother.”’

> Bukhati, #5973; Muslim, #90; Aba Dawud, #5141 and Tirmidhi, #1902.

6 Aba Dawiid, #5141 and Tirmidhi, #1902, who said the narration was hasan
sahih; Musnad Ahmad, (11/72); and Ibn Hibban, #412.
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CHAPTERTWENTY ONE

Permissibility of a Father Retracting
His Gift

63)  Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllahu ‘anbuma) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah () said, “Itis not lawful for a man who believes in
Allah and the Last Day to retract his gift, with the exception
of the father.””

64)  Ibn ‘Umar (radipAllahu ‘anbuma) and Ibn ‘Abbas (radipAllihu
‘anbumd) narrated that the Messenger of Allah (&%) said, “It
is not lawful for a man to gift something and then retract it,
with the exception of what a father gives his child.””®

7 Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaybah; al-Tahawi, Kitib Ma'ini al-Athir (4/79); and Ibn
‘Abdu’l-Batt, al-Tampid, (7/238-240).

78 Tirmidhi, #2132, who said it was hasan sahih. Also classed as sahih by Ibn
‘Abdu’l-Batr in alIstidbkar, (6/244) and by Ibn Hajt in Fath al-Bari, (2/251).
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CHAPTERTWENTY TWO

Maintaining Relations with Parents After

65)

60

67)

their Demise

Abut Hurayrah (radiyAllabu ‘anbs) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (#8) said, “When the son of Adam passes away, his
actions stop except from three: perpetual charity, knowledge

from which benefit is taken and a pious child who prays for
him.”” '

Anas Ibn Malik (radiy.Allabn ‘anhu) narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allih (#) said, “The reward of seven things
continue after a person passes away whilst he is in his grave:
Knowledge he taught, a river he made, a well he dug, a tree
he planted, a magid he built, a copy of the Qut’an he left
behind or a child who asks forgiveness for him.”®

Suddi Ibn ‘Ubayd narrated from his father that a man said,

" Muslim, #1631; Tirmidhi, #1376 and Nasa1, #3653.

8 Bayhaqi, Shu'ab al-Imin, (3/248); Abu Nu‘aym, Hilyatu-l-Awliya’, (2/344).
Graded as hasan by al-Albani in his Sabih al-Jami‘ al-Saghir, #3602
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68)

69)

70)

‘O Messenger of Allah, is there any way I can be good to
my parents after their demise?” He replied, “Yes. There are
four things. Pray and seek forgiveness for them, fulfil their
pledges, honour their friends and join ties with the family

* that you are related to through them.”

Abu Hurayrah (radiy.Allabu ‘anbu) narrated that the Messen-
ger of Allah (#) said, “Allah will raise the rank of a pious
servant in paradise and he will ask, ‘O my Lord, how did I
get this?”” Allah will say, “Because of your child’s seeking

forgiveness for you.”®

Mu‘@dh Ibn Jabal (radiyAllahu ‘anku) narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allah (#) said, “Whoever reads the Qut’an and
putitinto practise, Allah will make his parents wear a crown
on the Day of Rising, which will be brighter than the sun
in the world. What then do you think of the person who
practised this?”®

Abut Kahil (radiyAllabu ‘anbu) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (%) said, “A petrson who is good to his patents when
they are alive and after they pass away, Allah will certainly

81 Abta Dawid, #5142. Tbn al-Arabi al-Maliki said the isnad was hasan in his
Aridat al-Abwadhi, (4/307). Ibn Baz said the narration was established (see
Majmu’ al-Fatawa, (9/368). .

82 Musnad Ahmad, #10390 and others. Ibn Kathir said he narration was sahih
in his 7afsir al-Agim, (1/409). Al-Hafiz al-Traqi said it was hasan in his 7a&bri
al-Thya’, (1 / 413); and al-Wadi' in his Sapih al-Musnad, #1403

8 Abu Dawud, #1453; al-Baghawi said the narration was ghatib (Sharh al-
Sunnab, (3/8)). Al-Manawi graded it da‘if, as did Al-Albani in his checking of
Abt Dawad.
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71)

72)

73)

make him pleased on the Day of Rising.” We asked, ‘How
can he be good to them after they pass away?’ He () said,

“He asks forgiveness for them and he does not abuse anyone
else’s father who then abuses his father.”®

Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllahn ‘anbuma) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (%) said, “The gift of the living for the dead is to
seek forgiveness for them. Allah brings to those in the grave
from those in the world huge gifts like mountains.”®®

‘Amt Ibn Shu‘ayb narrated from his father who narrated
from his grandfather that the Prophet (#8) said, “There is
no harm when any of you wishes to give charity that he
dedicates it to his parents if they were Muslim, so that his
parents will also get the reward without his reward being
reduced in any way.”®

Ibn ‘Abbas (radiyAllabu ‘anhuma) narrated that the mother
of Sa‘d Ibn ‘Ubadah (radinAllahn ‘anbuma) passed away in his
absence. He said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, my mother passed

away in my absence. Will it benefit her if I give charity on
her behalf?’ He (#) replied, “Yes.” Sa‘d said, ‘I make you a.

8 Tabarani, a-Mujam al-Kabir, #928. Ibn Jawzi included it in his a/-Mawdi‘at,
(3/415). Al-Albani said it was munkar in his Da%f ar-Targhib, #1968

8 Bayhaqj, Shuab al-Iman, (6,/2688). Al-Dhahabi said this narration was munkar
jiddan in his Mizan al-I'tidal, (3/496). Al-Albani also gave the same grading in
his Silstlab Abadith al-Da'ab, #7199

¥ Found in Jami‘ al-Abadith, #20169 (see also al-Daylami, 4/109 [#6342]). Al-
Hafiz al-Traqi said the isnad was da‘if (Zakbrij al-Ipya’, (2/271) and Al-Albani
in Silsilah Abadith al-Da'ifab, #487.
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74)

75)

witness that this garden of mine is given in charity on her
behalf.®’

Abu Hurayrah (radiyAllabu ‘anbhs) narrated that a man said
to the Prophet (#), ‘My mother has passed away. Will she
receive the reward if I give charity on her behalf.” He ()
said, “Yes.”’® ‘

Ibn ‘Abbas (radiy.Allabu ‘anbuma) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (&) said, “Whoever does Hajj on behalf of his
parents, or settles some debt of theirs will be raised on the
Day of Rising with the pious ones (a/~-Abrar).”®

¥ Musnad Ahmad, #2959 and others. Ahmad Shikir graded it as sahih in his
checking of al-Musnad, (5/171); Al-Albani in Sahih Ibn Khuzaymah, #2501.
See also Bukhari, #2762 for similar variation

8 Bukhari, #1388 and Muslim, #1004, #1630, for a similar variation. Aba
Dawad, #2882; Tirmidhi, #669; Ibn Khuzaymah, (4/125); Nasa’i in a/-Kabir,
(4/110) and Ahmad, (1/370).

¥ Tabarani, Mujam al-Awsat, (8/11) (#7800). Al-Dhahabi said the isnad was
munkar in his Mizgan al-I'tidal, (2/320). Haythami said the isnad contained Silah

Ibn Sulayman, who was abandoned (Majma‘ al-Zawa'id, (8/149)
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CHAPTER TWENTY THREE

- Keeping Relations with their Relatives:

76)

77)

and Friends

Itis narrated that a Bedouin passed by Ibn ‘Umar (radiy.Alahu
anhbumd) on a journey. This Bedouin had been a friend of
‘Umar (radiyAllabn ‘anbu). The Bedouin said, ‘Ate you not
so and so the son of so and so?’ He said, ‘T am.” Ibn ‘Umar
(radiyAllabu ‘anbuma) then instructed that he be given a
donkey that he had brought along, He also removed his
turban from his head and gave it to him. Some people who
were there asked, “‘Was not one dirham sufficient for him?’
Ibn ‘Umat (radip.Allahu ‘anbuma) said, ‘The Prophet (#) said,
“Look after the relationships of your father. Don’t cut them
off for then Allah will extinguish your light.”®

Nafi narrated that Aba Bardah came to Madinah and Ibn
‘Umar (radiyAllabu ‘anbuma) came to him, greeted him and
asked him something, When he wanted to stand up he said,

% Bukhati, al-Adab al-Mufrad, #40; Tabatani, Mujam al-Awsat, #8859. Ibn Hajr
in one of his gradings said it was sahih (see a/-Futihat, (4/106). Haythami said
it was hasan in his Majma* al-Zawa’id, (8/150).
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Keeping Relations with their Relatives and Friends

“ITheard the Messenger of Allah () say, “The best way to be
good to parents is to be good to your father after he passes
away by keeping relations with those close to him,’—and
my father was close to your father, so I want to be good to
him by keeping relations with you.”®!

78)  ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab (radiyAllabu ‘anbu) said, “‘Whoever
wants to be good to his father in his grave, let him keep up
relations with his fathet’s brothers after his demise.’

1 See Muslim, #2552; Abii Dawiid, #5143 and Tirmidhi, #1903 for a similar

variation.
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79)

80)

81)

CHAPTER TWENTY FOvUR

Visiting Parents Graves

Abt Hurayrah (radip.Allahu ‘anks) narrated that the Prophet
(%) visited the grave of his mother and wept such that
those around him also wept. He () then said, “I asked
permission from my Lozrd to visit the grave of my mother
and he granted me permission. I asked permission to seek
forgiveness on her behalf but he did not grant me.””*?

‘A’ishah (radipAllabu ‘anhd) narrated from her father that he
heard the Prophet (#) saying, “If a person visits the grave

of his parents or one of them on Friday and recites Swrah
Yasin, he will be forgiven.””

‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar (radjyAllahu ‘anbuma) narrated that the
Messenger of Allah (#8)said, “Whoever visits his mother’s

%2 Muslim, #976; Aba Dawud, #3234; Nasa1, #2033 and Ibn Majah, #1569,

#1572

% Ibn Jawzi included it in his a/Mawdsi'at, (3/555). Ibn ‘Adi said the isnad is
batil and without (source) origin (al-Ajwabat al-Mardiyah, (1/171). See also Silsilah
Abadith al-Da'ifab, #50
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grave or the grave of one of his relatives, gets the reward of
an accepted Hajj and whoever visits them frequently until
he passes away, the Angels will visit his grave.”**

‘Uthmin Ibn Sawdah, whose mother was a pious woman called
Rahibah narrated that when she was on her death bed she raised
her head to the sky and said, ‘O my provision and treasure at the
time of death, don’t make me lonely in my grave.’

He said, ‘She then passed away and I used to visit her grave every
Friday, praying for her forgiveness and for those in that graveyard.
One night I saw her in my dream and I asked her, ‘O mother,
how are you?’ She said, ‘O my son, death is a severe calamity but
praise be to Allah I am in beautiful place, lying down on basil with
cushions of silk and brocade until the Day of Rising.’

I'said, ‘Do you need anything?’ She said, “Yes. Don’t stop visiting
and praying for us. I am given glad tidings on Friday when you
come. I am told ‘O Rahibah, this is your son who has come from
his home to visit you. I become happy and the other deceased
around me also become happy.””®

** Ibn Hibban, a-Majrubin, (1/257). Jawzi included it in his a/-Mawdi'at, (3/556).

% See Sifah al-Safwah, #609 and al-Birr wa’l-Silah, pp.136-137.
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How beautifully the poet has said:

Visit the graves of your parents and stand there ...
as if I can see you there already
If it was you that was in that place and they wete alive ...
they would visit you even if they had to crawl on their feet
Their care shadowed over you for as long as...
they granted you the protection of love from themselves
As soon as they saw some sign of illness in you...
they became perturbed and worried
As soon as they heard your cry their tears would flow...
for your pain and they became grieved
They wished that you had all the comforts ...
" they in their full capacity could provide
You are going to join them tomorrow or after that...
like how they joined their parents
~ Your actions will be presented to you...
just as their actions were presented to them
Glad tidings to you if you did good actions ...
and if you fulfilled their rights
If you stayed awake at night praying for them...
and if you remembered them in your lengthy prayers
If you read how much you could of the Quran...
and sent that as a gift to them
If you spent charity on their behalf from your Wealth .
as they had spent for their parents
So remember my advice...
pethaps you will be successful by being good to them

Al-Fadl Ibn Mawaffaq said, ‘I used to visit my father’s grave a
lot. Once I attended a butial and thereafter rushed off without
going to my father’s grave. That night I saw him in a dream and
he said to me, ‘O my son, why did you not come to me?’ I said,
‘O father, do you know about my coming?”’
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He said, “Yes by Allah, when you come I can see you from the
time you appear from the bridge until you come and sit by me, and
when you leave I can see you until you pass the bridge.””®

% _Al-Birr wa’l-Silah, p.137.
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CHAPTER TWENTY FIVE

Reward for Joining Family Ties

82)  Anas (radiyAllabu ‘anbu) narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(&) said, “Whoever wishes that his lifespan be extended and
his provision be increased, let him be mindful of Allah and
join family ties.””’

83) ‘Ali Ibn Abi Talib (radiyAllihu ‘anks) narrated that the Mes-
senger of Allah (#8) said, “Whoever likes Allah to extend
his life, widen his provision and ward off an evil death from
him, let him be mindful of Allzh and join family ties.””®

84) ‘Aishah (radipAllabu ‘anhd) narrated that the Messenger of
Allah (#8) said, “Joining family ties and being a good neigh-
bour is a means for homes to become alive and lifespans to

77 Musnad Ahmad, #13149 and others with slight variation. Al-Haytami al-Makki
said it was sahih in his a+Zawajir, (2/75) ; Haythami said the narrators were all
sahih in his Majma al-Zawa'id, (8 /139); and al-Albani said it was hasan li ghayrihi
in his Sabib al-Targhib wa'l-Tarhib, #2488

% Musnad Ahmad, #1171. Al-Haythami al-Makki said the isnad was jayyid (o
Zawijir, (2/81), as did al-Hafiz al-Traqi, Zakbrij al-Ihya’, (2/269). Ahmad Shakir
said it was sahih in his checking of a/-Musnad, (2/290).
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increase.”®

85) Abu Umamah (radiyAllahu ‘anhs) narrated that the Messen-
ger of Allah (%) said, “Good actions protect one against an
evil death, charity given in secret extinguishes the anger of
the Lord and joining family ties increases one’s lifespan.”'®

86) Abua Sa‘d al-Khudti (radipAllabu ‘anbs) narrated that the
Messenger of Allah (#8) said, “Five will not enter Paradise:
One who is addicted to alcohol, and who believes in sorcery,
and one who severs ties of kinship, and one who goes to a
fortune-teller, and the mannan.”""!

87)  Abi Hurayrah (radsyAllihu anhd) narrated that the Messen-
ger of Allah () said, “The actions of the son of Adam are
presented to Allah on every Thursday night and the actions
of one who severs family ties are not accepted.”'*

% Mujam Tibir al-Silfi, #6; Ibn Mandah, Mujalis min Amali, #260. Ibn Hajr said
all the narrators in the isnad are trustworthy, Fath al-Bari, (10/429); as did al-
‘Ayni, Umdab al-Qari, (22/144) and others.

1% Tabarani, Mujam al-Kabir, #7935; Al-Haythami said the isnad was hasan,
Majma’“ al-Zawa’id(3/118), as did al-Sakhawi, al-Magasid, #310, and al-Safarini,
(Sharh Thulathiyat al-Musnad, (2/248)

1" Musnad Ahmad, #10896; Sahih Ibn Hibban, #6137. Al-Haythami al-Makki
said the isnad was da'if (a/Zawajir, (1/12). Al-Albani said it was da‘if (Silsilah
Apadith al-Da'ifab, #1464, although he graded a variant version as hasan li
ghayrihi (see Sapibh al-1arghib wa’l-Tarbib, #3050)

12 AL Adab al-Mufrad, #12. Al-Haythami al-Makki said the narration was hasan

(al-Zawajir,2/77)); Haythami said the isnad of narrators were thiqat, Mama" al-
Zawd'id, (8/154). Al-Albani graded it hasan, (Sabib al-Targhib wa'l-Tarhib, #2538).
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Abi Hurayrah (radipAllabu ‘anbu) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (#8) said, “When Allah created the creation, family
ties stood up and said, ‘I seek protection from you from be-
ing severed.” Allah said, ‘Are you not pleased that I will join
with the one who joins you and cut off the one who severs
you?’ Read the verse if you wish: ’
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So would you pethaps, if you turned away, cause cot-
ruption on earth and sever your [ties of] relationship?
Those [who do so] ate the ones that Allah has cutsed,
so He deafened them and blinded their vision. Then
do they not reflect upon the Qur’an, or are there locks

upon [their] hearts?””
' [Mubammad (47): 22-24)'"

‘Nishah (radiyAllibu ‘anhd) narrated that the Messenger
of Allah (#8) said, “Ties of kinship are suspended on the
Throne (of Allah) saying, “Whoever (maintains) ties, Allah
will tie with him; and whoever severs (ties with) me, Allah
will cut him off.”%

Abut Bakrah (radiyAllahu ‘ankbn) narrated that the Messenger

of Allah (#8) said, “There is no likely sin for which Allah

105 Bukhari, #4830, #4831, #4832 and #5987; Muslim, #2554; Bayhaq, a/-Kubra,
(7/26 and 315), (8/284) and Ahmad, a/-Musnad, (2,/330)

104 Bukhari, #5989 and Muslim, #2555
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will punish the person in this world, besides what is in store
for him in the Hereafter, than cutting family ties and being
oppressive.”!%

Abt Awfa said, ‘Mercy does not come down on a people
amongst whom there is a person who has severed family

ties.”1%

Abu Hurayrah (radiyAllabu ‘anbu) says: 1 said to the Messen-
ger of Allah (¥8), ‘O Messenger of Allah, when I see you
my soul becomes happy and my eyes become cool. Tell me
about everything” He (#8) said, “Everything was created
from water.” I said, “Tell me an action which if I do I will
enter paradise.” He (#8) said, “Feed people, spread peace,
join family ties and pray at night when people are sleeping
and you will enter paradise safely.”'””

Anas (radiyAllabun ‘anbu) narrated that the Prophet (#) said,
“A group of people (from this Ummah) will spend the night
eating and drinking and in play and amusement and by morn-
ing they will be transformed into apes and pigs, and they will
be sunk into the earth and pelted. In the morning people will

1% Aba Dawid, #4902. Ibn Hibban said it was sahih (Sahih Ibn Hibban, #455,
and al-Albani, Silszlab Abidith al-Sabibab, #918.

W6 _4).Adab al-Mufrad, #63. Graded as da‘if by al-Baghawi, Sharh al-Sunnabh,
(6/441); al-Manawi, Takhrij Abadith al-Masibib, (2/208), and al-Albani, Da'ff
al-Jami’ al-Saghir, #1463 and others.

7 Musnad Ahmad, #7733. Ibn Hibban said it was sahih, Sahih Ibn Hibban,
#2559. Al-Haythami al-Makki graded it as hasan, a/-Zawajir, (1/194). Ahmad
Shakir said it was sahih in his checking of @/-Musnad, (15/72). Sahih by Al-Albani,
Iwa’ al-Ghalil, (3/237)

95



AT THEIR FEET

94)

95)

say, ‘Last night, this family and this house was sunk into the
ground.’ Stones will be sent on them like how it was sent on

the people of Lit—on certain tribes and homes because of

their drinking wine, having singing gitls, consuming usuty
and severing family ties.””!%

Abt Bakrah (radiyAllabu ‘anbs) narrated that the Prophet
(#8) said, “The good deed that gets its reward the quickest
is joining family ties so much so that a family may be poor
but then they increase in wealth and number when they
maintain good trelations with one another.””'”

Sulayman Ibn Amir (radip.Allibn ‘anks) narrated that he said,
‘O Messenger of Allah, my father used to join family ties,
fulfil his pledges and honour guests.” He (#) asked, ‘Did
your father die before (the advent) of Islam?’ He said, “Yes.’
He (#) said, “That will not be of benefit to him but will
remain in his progeny i.e. his children. You won’t ever be
put to shame, become despised or poor.”!*

1% This hadeeth is narrated on the authotity of Abu Umamah al-Bahili. Found in
Tayalisi, #1137; Mustadrak al-«akim, #8572 and others (with vatiant wording).
Al-Albani graded it as da‘if, da‘if al-Targheeb, #1255, while declaring another
version as hasan in Silsilah al-‘Sahihah, #1604

1 Tabaranee, Mujam al-Awsat, (2/19); Sahih Ibn Hibban, #440. Al-Hafiz al-
‘Iraqi said the isnad was da‘if, Takhreej al-Thya’, (2/270), and al-Albani graded
* it Sahih li ghayrihi, Sahih al-Targhib, #2537; see also Sahih al-Jami‘, #5705

110 Similar version founci in Tabaranee, #6213; Mustadrak al-Hakim, #6560.
Ibn Hajr it was a ghareeb natration (al-Amali, #128).
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AT THEIR
PIETY TOWARD

Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597AH)

Allah the Most High Said: “And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
Him. And that you be dutiful to your parents...” [17:23]

After Allah Almighty, there is none who has realised a greater favour to any person
than one’s own parents. His mother bore him in extreme difficulty and went through
great hardship and trouble while carrying him. Both parents performing their best
in raising him, providing love and compassion and working hard to spend on him;
spending sleepless nights tending to him while ignoring their own wants and desires.

Islam has gone to great lengths in impressing piety towards parents and indicating
reward and punishment associated to it. A person with basic common sense
understands the rights of the one who renders favours to him; not recognising such
rights is from the most deprived qualities one can assume. A person who is dutiful and
good to his parents should know that no matter how diligent he is towards them, he
can never repay or thank them for their rights and privileges granted to them by Allah.

The renowned and eminent scholar, Ibn al-Jawzi penned this emotive book upon
witnessing disregard and neglect some of the youth in his time had for their parents
and kin, and not regarding it to be a necessary part of religion. He therefore felt the
need to compile a short tract on these obligations so that the unaware may take heed
and reassess the shortfalls in regards to their own obligations. He arranged it into
seamless chapters touching on divine basis for being dutiful to parents and enjoining
ties of kinship. This English rendering of Ibn al-Jawzr’s ‘Birrul Walidayn’ will assuredly
lead to marked positive realignment of our own relationships with our parents and
families. And Allah grants the means and ability to whomsoever He Wills.

The author, Ibn al-Jawzi (d. 597 AH), was an learned scholar possessing extensive knowledge.
While still young, he became known as someone who was religious and given to learning.
He would not waste his time in idle activities and would scrupulously avoid any food whose
source was doubtful. He was a great preacher and his fame was widespread; many people
repented and accepted Islam at his hands. He was also a prolific writer and authored over one
thousand works encompassing a multitude of Islamic disciplines and sciences.
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