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Transliteration Table

Consonants
c > 0 d d d k

b 0 dh J . t J 1

Cj t J r J a z f* m
i—i th j z t

< o n
s . j s t g h A h
TL. h t.(J- sh i_s f 3 w
t

kh o * s J q 6 y

Vowels
Sh o rt — a _ i — u
Long L a I 3- u

D iphthongs 3- aw v- ay

The Mighty and Majestic.
QZj&rCL The Sublime and Exalted.

tfe* May Allah make good m ention o f His Prophet in the
highest company and grant him safety in this life and 
the next.
May Allah be pleased with him.

A 5 i ' i M a y  Allah show mercy to him.
Peace be upon him.
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Publisher’s Foreword

All praise and thanks b e long  to  Allah, and m ay the peace and 
blessings be up o n  the noblest o f  P rophets and M essengers, 
our P rophet M uham m ad, his fam ily and all o f  his com panions.

T o  proceed:

W e are pleased to present the translation o f  this treatise to the 
English speaker. N o  doubt, d ivorce is a reality that affects m any 
people in a n u m b er o f  d ifferent ways, so it vital to  have a correct 
understand ing  o f  this issue acco rd ing  to  the Q u r’an and Sunnah.

A ny additions to  the orig inal w o rk  are h igh ligh ted  in the 
footnotes:

[T N ] Indicates that it is from  the translator.

[P N ] Indicates that it is from  the publisher.

D ue to  the fact that questions frequently  arise in the W est 
co n cern in g  the Fiqh  [jurisprudence] o f  divorce, even th o u g h  this 
treatise was n o t in tended  to  address this, w e have added an 
appendix  at the back for easy reference.

H opefully, in the future w e can publish som eth ing  specific on  
divorce a long  w ith  a n u m b er o f  verdicts o f  the senior scholars.

Shaykh Salih al-Faw zan h igh ligh ts the im portance o f  hav ing  a 
correct com prehension  o f  divorce:
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“All o f  this show s the ob ligation  o f  adhering  to  the 
rulings o f  divorce, as it pertains to tim e and num ber, 
and [the obligation] to  abstain from  the forbidden 
divorce, as it pertains to  tim e and num ber.

H ow ever, m any m en fail to  com prehend  this o r they 
pay it no  a tten tion ; thus, they  fall in to  reg ret and 
anguish, and thereafter they search for ways to  escape 
w hat they have fallen in to  and they pester the scholars 
[from  w h o m  they seek verdicts]. All o f  this results 
from  play ing  w ith  the B ook o f  Allah.

Som e m en use divorce as a w eapon, w h ich  they use 
to  th reaten  the ir w ife, i f  they w an t to  com pel her to 
do som eth ing  o r p reven t her from  som ething.

Som e m en use it in their oaths w hen  dealing  and 
conversing  w ith  the people.

T hese m en m ust fear Allah and keep the u tterance o f  
divorce far from  their tongues, unless there is a need 
for it, and in accordance w ith  the specified tim e and 
n u m b er.”1

1 See appendix 1.
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Foreword

All the praise and thanks b e lo n g  to  Allah, and m ay the peace 
and blessings be up o n  the noblest o f  P rophets and 
M essengers, o u r P rophet M uham m ad, his fam ily and all o f  his 

com panions.

T o  proceed:

F rom  the beneficial th ings that the M uslim  leaves beh ind  after his 
death is beneficial know ledge, w hich  he leaves for those w h o  will 
com e after him . For the P rophet said:

“W h e n  a person dies, all o f  his deeds com e to  an end  except 
three. T h e n  he m entioned : beneficial k n o w led g e .”1

Verily, I praise Allah, the M ost H igh , for m ak ing  it easy for 
b ro th e r M ustafa M uham m ad FawzT H ashim  al-MisrT—w h o  is the 
o w n er o f  M aktabah M inarah al Islam, in  E gypt—to oversee and 
prepare som e o f  m y religious lectures and adm onitions, w h eth er 
it be recordings o r transcrip tions, m ak ing  them  in to  booklets that 
are read, th ro u g h  w h ich  m any people benefit.

Som e o f  these w orks have been  displayed u n d er the fo llow ing  
titles:

•  A Message Exclusively to  the H usbands
•  Letters to  the M uslim  W o m en

1 Collected in Muslim  (no. 1631) on the authority o f Abu Hurayrah
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• M arital R ights
• Raising C hildren  in Islam
• Talaq (D ivorce): Its Reasons and Its C ures

H e has com piled these w orks u nder the title Silsilah Rasa 'il a l- 
Usrah a l-M u slim ah  (A  Series of Treatises to the M u slim  F am ily).

A nd I ask that A lla h  rew ard m e by w ay o f  this endeavor on the 
day that I m eet H im .

Similarly, I thank  b ro th er M ustapha for his diligence that he pu t 
forth  in d o in g  this, for indeed I was delighted  w hen  he sent me 
the aforem entioned  books, w hich  are small in size. I revised and 
corrected that w hich  was easy to correct and m odify. At that 
po in t, I gave m y consent for it to  be published and distributed; 
and only  Allah know s the in ten tions o f  His servants.

M ay peace and blessings be upon  o u r P rophet M uham m ad, his 
family and his com panions.

W ritten  by:

A bu Furayhan Jam al b. Furayhan a l-H arith l
T en  days rem ain ing  in the m o n th  o f  R am adan, in the year
1434H.
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Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

All praise is for Allah. W e praise H im . W e seek His assistance. 
W e seek His forgiveness. W e  seek refuge w ith  H im  from  the evil 
o f  o u r o w n  souls and the evil o f  o u r o w n  actions. W hom soever 
Allah guides, then  there is no  one w h o  can m isguide h im , and 
w hom soever H e m isguides, th en  there is no  one w h o  can guide 
him .

O  you  w h o  have believed, fear Allah as H e should be feared 
and do n o t die except as M uslim s [in subm ission to  H im ]. 
[Surah Al Im ran (3): 102]

O  m ankind , fear y o u r Lord, w h o  created you  from  one 
soul, and created from  it its m ate and spread from  bo th  o f  
them  m any m en and w o m en . A nd fear Allah, th ro u g h  
w h o m  you ask one another, and the w om bs. Indeed, Allah 
is ever, over you, an O bserver. [Surah an -N isa  (4): l]
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O  you  w h o  have believed, fear Allah and speak w ords o f  
justice . H e will [then] am end  for you y o u r deeds and 
forgive you y o u r sins. A nd w hoever obeys Allah and His 
M essenger, has certainly  attained a great a tta inm ent. [Surah 
al-A hzab (31): 70-71]

T o  Proceed:

Indeed, the m ost tru thfu l speech is the B ook o f  Allah, and the best 
guidance is the guidance o f  M uham m ad T h e  m ost
evil o f  affairs are new ly invented  ones. Every innovation  is 
m isguidance, and every m isguidance is in the fire.

M y beloved bro thers w h o m  I love for the sake o f  Allah:

O n  this blessed n igh t, Sunday n igh t, the tw en ty  th ird  n ig h t o f  
RabT al-ThanT, 1430 A H , w h ich  corresponds w ith  April 19th, 
2009, w e are a tten d in g  the w eekly  sitting , and this is the title: 
“D ivorce: Its Reasons and Its C ures.”

D ivorce is a problem atic social issue that the Islamic society is 
filled w ith . T he  issues o f  divorce increase from  tim e to  tim e and 
genera tion  to  generation , all accord ing  to  the place and the 
situations.

Before w e beg in  discussing the reasons for divorce, I w an t to 
m en tio n  a forew ord. I say to  every male and female M uslim  the 
follow ing: I am  w ritin g  this treatise for them , so tha t perhaps 
Allah will benefit all o f  us by  w ay o f  it.

I say:
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Indeed, divorce is a social p roblem . In som e countries, it has 
curren tly  becom e a societal epidem ic tha t has upset the families 
[in these lands].

W h a t is divorce? W h a t are its reasons? Is divorce purely  negative 
in all cases? W h a t are its cures? T here  are m any  questions. I have 
w ritten  about them  w h a t Allah has aided m e to  w rite , and Allah 
is the O n e  W h o  gives success and guides to  the straight path.

I will com pose this treatise in sections, so that ne ith er the male 
n o r female reader becom es bored.
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Chapter: The M eaning o f al-Talaq1
T he M eaning  o f  al-T alaq  Linguistically:

It m eans to  fully lift restrictions. It is taken from  the phrase 
‘releasing (Itlaq) o f  the cam el.’ It is to  release it from  its shackle, 
m ean ing  to  untie  it. So w hen  it is released from  its restraints -  its 
shackles -  and it is untied , its restrictions are lifted and it is free to 
go. T his is w hat it m eans to  fully lift restrictions.

T he  M eaning  o f  a l-T a laq  (divorce) Legislatively:

T he  m ean ing  o f  a l-T a laq  linguistically and legislatively are the 
same. It m eans to  lift the restriction o f  m arriage and to end  it 
im m ediately  -  o r to end it after the passing o f  a specific am oun t 
o f  tim e (i.e. w ith  the op tion  to  take o n e ’s wife back). It is to end 
the m arriage w ith o u t any com pensation .

It occurs by direct statem ents, such as ‘Y ou are d ivorced .’ It also 
occurs by ind irect statem ents, such as ‘Y ou are free,’ o r ‘C atch  up 
to y o u r fam ily,’ o r ‘G o to  y o u r fam ily.’ All o f  these statem ents are 
indirect.

D ivorce also occurs by w ay o f  gestures for a person w h o  canno t 
speak. It also occurs by w ay o f  w riting .

At this m om ent, and in this sitting , w e are n o t g o in g  to discuss 
the rulings o f  divorce, [such as] w hen  it is carried ou t, o r w h en  it

1 [T N ] T he translator inserted this chapter heading.
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is not; o r w h a t are the recom m ended , Sunni w ord ings to  be used 
and w hat are n o t.1

O u r  topic is “T he  Reasons for D iv o rce .” T hese in troduc tions are 
only  so tha t w e m ay b eg in  o u r topic ton igh t.

Al-Shafi'T said:

A l-T alaq  in the B ook o f  Allah IjZ) has three nam es (i.e. three 
explicit names): al-T a laq , al-F iraq  and al-Sarah. T he  O n e  W h o  
[is] greatly praised said,

O Prophet, w h en  you  [M uslims] divorce w om en, divorce 
them  accord ing  to  Islamic legislation. [Surah al-T alaq  (65): 
1]

H ere the w o rd  a l-T a laq  is used.

A nd H e (j££ t) said:

4  >

A nd w hen  they have [nearly] fulfilled their term , e ither 
retain  them  accord ing  to  acceptable term s, o r part w ith  
them  accord ing  to  acceptable term s.
[Surah al-Talaq (65): 2]

1 [Publisher’s n o te ]  W e have included this as an appendix to  this 
treatise.
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H ere the w ord  al-F iraq  is used. 

A nd H e ( j ^ )  said to  His P rophet

O  Prophet, say to  y o u r w ives, “If  you should desire the 
w orldly  life and its adornm ent, then  com e, I will provide 
for you and give you a gracious release.” [Surah al-A hzab
(33): 28]

H ere the w ord  al-T asrih  is used.

W e ask, and w e say: Is divorce legislated, o r is it n o t legislated? 
N o  doubt, divorce is legislated in the Q u r ’an, the Sunnah and by 
w ay o f  scholarly consensus.

Allah QlijiijG) said,

A nd if  they decide on divorce -  then  indeed, Allah is 
H earin g  and K now ing . [Surah al-B aqarah (2): 227]

Allah said,
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D ivorce is tw ice. T h e n  [after that], e ither keep [her] in an 
acceptable m an n er o r release [her] w ith  go o d  treatm ent. 
[Surah al-B aqarah (2): 229]

Allah said,

B ut i f  they  separate [by d ivorce], Allah w ill enrich  each [o f 
them ] from  His abundance. A nd ever is Allah E ncom passing 
and W ise. [Surah an -N isa  (4): 130]

A nd Allah said,

O  you  w h o  have believed, w h en  you m arry  believ ing  
w o m en  and then  divorce them . [Surah al-A hzab (33): 49]

A nd the P rophet divorced som e o f  his w ives w ith o u t
tak in g  them  back, and som e o f  them  he took  back, such as Hafsah 
b. U m ar b. al-K hattab  ( ^ ^ 6 ) . '

1 A l-H akim  collected this narration in “al-M ustadrak” (4/16) (#6753) on 
the authority  o f  Qays b. Zayd,

“T he Prophet (^ j^ ii] \p > ) divorced Hafsah b. ‘U m ar. T h en  tw o 
o f  her m aternal uncles entered , Q udam ah and U thm an, the tw o 
sons o f  M az'un, and she cried and said ‘By Allah, H e did no t 
divorce me because he detested m e.’ T he Prophet ( ^ j^ S % ^ )  
cam e and said, ‘Jib ril said to  m e, ‘Take Hafsah back.
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Chapter: Whose Right Is it to Pronounce 
D ivorce?1

If  w e w ere to  ask: ‘W hose rig h t is it to  p ronounce  divorce? Is it 
in the w o m an ’s hand, o r is it in the m an ’s hand?’

T h e  default ru ling  o f  divorce is that it is in the m an ’s hand. This 
is because o f  the p ro o f  that is found in the Q u r’an and Sunnah.

Allah said,

T here  is no  blam e upon  you if  you divorce w o m en  you 
have n o t touched  n o r specified for them  an obligation .
[Surah al-B aqarah (2): 236]

A nd H e QliyjiljC) said,

• $  \jCa^3  Isi.j £ J j  g jj  J j l  o f J

Indeed, she fasts and stands in prayer m uch. Certainly, she is your 
wife in Paradise.’”

And it was collected by Abu D aw ud (#2283) on the authority o f  U m ar 
( i t h a t ,  “T he M essenger o f  Allah divorced Hafsah,
then he took her back.” A uthenticated by al-A lban! in “T he A uthentic 
HadTth o f  Abu D aw ud” (#1975).

1 [T N ]: T he  translator inserted this chapter heading.
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B ut i f  you w an t to  replace one w ife w ith  an o ther and you 
have g iven  one o f  them  a great am o u n t [in gifts], do n o t 
take [back] from  it any th ing . W o u ld  you take it in injustice 
and m anifest sin? [Surah al-N isa (4): 20]

A nd H e (dl2jiljC) said,

O  you w h o  have believed, w h en  you  m arry  believ ing  
w om en  and then  divorce them  before you  have touched  
them  [i.e. consum m ated  the m arriage], then  there is n o t for 
you  any w aitin g  period  to  co u n t co n cern in g  them . So 
provide for them  and give them  a gracious release. [Surah 
al-A hzab (33): 49]

A nd H e 0l2ji5jl2) said,

O  Prophet, w hen  you [M uslims] divorce w om en , divorce 
them  for [the co m m en cem en t of] the ir w a itin g  period, and 
keep co u n t o f  the w aitin g  period and fear Allah, y o u r Lord. 
[Surah al-T alaq  (65): l]

A nd there is a H ad lth  that is narrated  by Ibn U m ar (&*£s££). He 
said,
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“I was m arried to  a w om an  w h o m  I loved, and m y father 
used to  dislike her, so he ordered me to  divorce her. I 
refused, and I m en tioned  it to  the P rophet So
he said, ‘O ’ Abd Allah b. ‘U m ar, d ivorce y o u r w ife .’”

A l-T irm id h l collected this H adlth , and he said its grade is hasan, 
sahlh. A l-H ak im  collected it [as well] and also said it was 
au th en tic .1

It is also reported  about Ibn 'U m ar ( & t hat  he divorced his 
w ife w hile she was m enstruating . So ‘U m ar m en tioned  that to  the 
P rophet and he said,

“O rd er h im  to take his w ife back, then  divorce her w hen  
she is n o t m enstruating , n o r w hile she is p reg n an t.”

T his H ad lth  was collected by Ibn M ajah (#2023).2

A nd there is the H ad lth  about the w ife o f  Q ays b. Shammas. T he  
P rophet (j&j&toSfeo) said to him ,

“A ccept the garden and divorce her.”3

1 Collected by al-T irm idh! (4/169/#7253) and al-H akim  in “al- 
M ustadrak” (#7253). Al-AlbanT authenticated it in “T he A uthentic 
H adlth o f  Ibn M ajah (#2088)”.

2 Collected by Ibn M ajah (#2024). A l-A lban! authenticated it in “T he 
A uthentic H adlth  o f  Ibn M ajah (#1643)”.

1 Collected by al-B ukhari (#5273). Abd Allah b. Abbas (&*£&&) 
narrated the H adlth.
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T h e  com plete m ean ing  o f  this H ad ith  will be presented  later 
w h en  discussing an o th er issue.

In these A hadlth, o r in these clear texts, is the p ro o f  that the m an 
pronounces divorce. Som e o f  the w isdom  and reasons for the m an 
b e in g  given the rig h t to  p ro n o u n ce  divorce are the fo llow ing  
matters:

1. T h e  All W ise has legislated tha t it is ob liga to ry  for the 
m an to  give the M ahr  (dow ry), and H e (i.e. Allah) has 
m ade him  responsible for his household. H e exerts his 
energy  in o rd er to  take care o f  them , and he provides for 
them  their needs.

2. T h e  m an is able to  b e tte r con tro l his feelings, and he is 
s tro n g er in forbearance and has m ore patience than  a 
w om an . So he is m ore d iligen t abou t keep ing  the 
m arriage together.

3. T here  are costs tha t the m an will incu r i f  he divorces. 
H ere are som e examples: [perhaps there is] a delayed 
M ahr, p rov id ing  d u rin g  the w a itin g  period, a n ew  M ahr, 
p rov id ing  for a new  w ife again, etc. For this reason, Allah

gave the m an au thority .

H e (J£y£W22,) said:

»  ? -i < .■? -r>
ij*

19



Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

M en are in charge o f  w o m en  by [righ t of] w hat Allah 
has given one over the o th e r and w hat they  spend [for 
m aintenance] from  the ir w ealth. [Surah al-N isa (4):
34]

4. If  divorce was placed in the hand  o f  the w om an, w hat 
w ould  happen? T he  scales w ould  becom e unbalanced and 
m artial life w ould  n o t be stable, because the w om an  is 
quickly affected, acts on  em otion  and is fragile. T here  is 
n o t an y th in g  in place to  carry h er to  forbearance and 
deliberation. She is n o t liable for any th ing . M oney comes 
to  her.

5. Perhaps an o ther m an amazes her, so she carries o u t a 
divorce, leaves and m arries w h o m  she w ants and desires.

And there are o th er examples. Allah is All K n o w in g
and All W ise abou t His creation.

W e  will now  m ove on  to  the core o f  o u r topic: “T he  Reasons for 
D ivorce .” It is a possibility that w e will n o t be able to  cover [all] 
the reasons for divorce.

W e sa y ...
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Chapter: Some o f  the Most Prevalent 
Reasons for Divorce

W eak Religiosity:
O n e o f  the m ost prevalent reasons for divorce is w eak religious 
restraints by b o th  spouses, o r one o f  them  -  from  the angle o f  no t 
p erfo rm in g  prayer, n o t fearing  Allah co n cern in g  the ir actions, 
n o t p erfo rm ing  the rights o f  Allah and n o t carry ing  o u t the rights 
o f  the spouse. A nd this is w h e th e r this em anates from  the male or 
the female.
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Bad Manners Displayed by the W oman or the Man:

Just as it is said:

“T he  pun ishm ent o f  a m an is the awful character o f  his
w ife .”

A nd it is possible that the m an is the one w ith  foul character. It is 
n o t always the w om an  w h o  is the one w ith  p o o r character. For 
this reason, this speech is d irected  at b o th  genders. Perhaps, I 
myself, am  the one w ho  needs [to hear] this speech the most.

Bad m annerism s are a reason for the decline of the cond ition  o f  
m artial life. H ow  m any tim es do w e hear abou t the vile character 
o f  the wife tow ards her husband: She is a rrogan t tow ards him , she 
yells at h im , and she tries to  overpow er h im  by using  w ords and 
actions that will m ake h im  angry . A nd it is possible that it is the 
m an w h o  is like this. W e  ask Allah for w ell-being .

T here  are m any wives w h o  have degraded their husbands in fron t 
o f  her family, by speech and by action. A nd there are m any wives 
w h o  have degraded their husbands in fron t o f  his family. So if  this 
happens, then  this could cause a p roud  and possibly hasty m an, 
w h o  does n o t accept this type o f  behavior to  be d irected at him , 
to  divorce her, n o t ever w a n tin g  to  take her back.

For this reason, d eg rad ing  people is n o t a ligh t affair. Bew are, O  
wives, o f  saying th ings that w ill anger y o u r husband, especially 
in those situations (i.e. in fron t o f  y o u r families). It could be a 
ligh t affair if  it occurs betw een  you and h im  in the house, even 
th o u g h  it is still im perm issible (i.e. to anger and belittle him); 
how ever, [in the hom e], the husband m ay rem ain patient,
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forbearing, seek the rew ard o f  Allah and m ake excuses: “She is 
p regnan t. She is angry , e tc .” Perhaps he w ill excuse h er i f  he is a 
patien t and forbearing  person.

H ow ever, i f  the belittlem ent and  vile in teraction  occurred  in 
fron t o f  his family o r y o u r family, th en  perhaps there w ill n o t be 
any patience. So bew are, O  female servant o f  Allah, o f  this type 
o f  behavior. Be a servant for y o u r husband, and he w ill be a 
servant for you.
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Being Forced into Marriage:
It is possible that a y o u n g  girl is forced to  m arry. It is possible that 
her father or her bro thers forced her. T his is w h e th e r she is forced 
to  m arry  her paternal o r m aternal cousin. W h a t is b e in g  spoken 
abou t specifically is the fo rc ing  that takes place betw een  relatives. 
T h ey  force her to  m arry  som eone w h o m  they  desire her to  m arry; 
yet, she does n o t desire to m arry  him .

T h e  P rophet m ade it so that a v irg in  has to  be asked
for her perm ission, and he m ade it so tha t the n o n -v irg in  w om an  
gives her consent; and he inform ed us tha t the perm ission [o f the 
virg in] is her silence.1

T herefore, a w om an  is n o t forced in to  m arriage. T his is w hether 
she is a virg in  o r n o t a virg in . Likewise a m an, he is n o t forced 
in to  m arriage. If  a w om an is n o t forced in to  m arriage, then  it is 
m ore suitable that a m an in no t forced.

1 A l-B ukhari (#5136) and M uslim (#1419) bo th  collected the H adith  o f  
Abu H urayrah (ilfe^^) that the Prophet said:

“A previously m arried w om an is no t m arried o ff until she gives 
her consent, and a virgin is n o t m arried o ff until she gives her 
perm ission. So it was said, ‘O  M essenger o f  Allah, how  is her 
perm ission [attained]?’ H e said, ‘H er silence.’”

A nd it was collected by Al-BukharT (#5137) on  the authority  o f  A ’ishah 
that she said, “O  M essenger o f  Allah, indeed a virgin is shy.” 

H e said, “H er pleasure is her silence.”
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Som e people have w ith  them  tribalism /nationalism  from  the days 
o f  ignorance. T h ey  force the ir son to  m arry  a specific girl (e.g. 
his paternal cousin o r his m aternal cousin); that is how  it is -  and 
he does n o t desire to  m arry  her, so they  are m arried  despite how  
he feels. H e stays w ith  her for the tim e fram e that Allah wills, and 
th en  the end result is divorce.

T his happens m uch in society; and I say: Societies o f  ignorance, 
and by the w ord  “ig n o ran ce” I m ean ignorance o f  the Islamic 
legislation, and 1 do n o t in tend  ignorance  that is disbelief.
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Dislike and Incompatibility:
T hese tw o  th ings cause a lack o f  carry ing  o u t spousal rights. A 
w ife -  a w om an  -  gets m arried, and she was n o t forced; rather, 
she m arried because she desired to  and she w an ted  to. She stays 
w ith  her husband for the tim e tha t Allah wills, m onths and years; 
how ever, she dislikes him , and she is concerned  tha t she canno t 
give him  his rights.

T hus, she is forced to  ask for a divorce. In this situation, it is 
perm issible for her to ask for a divorce if  she fears for herself that 
she w ill n o t be able to give h im  the rights that are incum ben t 
up o n  h er and obligatory  tow ards him .

T his is found in the story o f  the wife o f  T h ab it b. Shammas 
She said to  the M essenger o f  Allah

“By Allah, I d o n ’t find fault in his character, n o r his religion; 
how ever, I dislike disbelief after faith .”1

M eaning: She v iew ed d isobeying her husband, n o t g iv in g  him  
his rights and n o t p erfo rm ing  that w h ich  is in cu m b en t u p o n  her 
to  be disbelief; in o th er w ords, d isobedience and sin. She view ed 
that it was n o t from  the religion. She feared that she w ould  fall 
in to  sin, so she asked for a divorce, and the m ean ing  o f  this 
HadTth will be discussed at its p roper tim e.

T h e  p o in t o f  this story is that she disliked him . W h a t did she 
dislike? She disliked that she w ould  n o t be able to  give h im  his

1 Collected by al-B ukhari (#5273) in a H adith  narrated by ‘Abdullah b. 
Abbas
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rights, so she asked for a divorce. C om patib ility  did n o t return , 
love did n o t re tu rn  and com passion did n o t re tu rn , so staying 
to g e th e r in this situation is rem ain ing  upo n  fire. She does n o t 
give h im  his rights tha t he requests, so at this p o in t -  they are tw o  
opposites.
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The Salary o f  the Wife:

It occurs in these tim es that if  the wife is a doctor, a teacher o r a 
w orker, and she has a salary, then  indeed this salary, for som e -  
and m aybe m any people -  has caused m isery, w retchedness, 
separation and problem s w ith in  m artial life.

T he  husband w ants som e o f  her salary, her m o th er w ants some 
o f  her salary and her father w ants som e o f  her salary, yet she needs 
her salary. T hus, the salary becom es a to rm en t for her and her 
family; and by family I in tend  m artial life. Everybody is focused 
on the w orld ly  life, thus the m artial life is spoiled because o f  this 
w ealth. T his is som eth ing  that occurs in o u r society.
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Spreading Secrets:

It is possible that the w ife is a chatterbox. N o  w o rd  rem ains in her 
m o u th  o r on  h er to n g u e  co n cern in g  w h a t takes place betw een  
her and her husband. It does n o t m atter w h eth er it is im p o rtan t 
o r n o t im portan t; she spreads it to  h er com panions and friends.

“W e w en t...” “W e left...” “W e  stayed...” “W e  spoke...” “W e  ate...” 
“W e drank ...” etc. N o th in g  rem ains in her m outh . She m ay 
chatter to  h er friends o r her m other. It is possible tha t this is a trial 
for a m an, too. H e m ig h t be a chatterbox.

In these situations, a m an is n o t pleased w ith  a w ife like this; n o t 
a single secret rem ains in her hom e. H e m ay rem ain  patien t for a 
m on th , a year -  b u t he m ay n o t rem ain  pa tien t the w hole o f  his 
life. H e will be forced to  divorce h er to  p ro tec t h im self from  her 
evil.
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The Wife Asking, and Being Persistent, About Divorce:

She asks her husband every tim e he enters and exits for a divorce. 
T his poor soul does n o t k n o w  she has fallen in to  a trem endous 
sin and w ro n g d o in g , i f  she does n o t have a legislated reason.

Indeed, the P rophet w arned  against that and
m en tioned  a th reat regard ing  the one w h o  does it. O n  the 
au thority  o fT h a w b a n  ( i h e  said,

“T he  M essenger o f  Allah 4% ^) said, ‘A ny w om an
w h o  asks her husband for a divorce w ith o u t due reason, 
then  the fragrance o f  Paradise is im perm issible for her.’”

Ibn M ajah collected this narration , and it is au th en tic .1

A nd in ano ther H ad lth  on the au tho rity  o f  Ibn Abbas

T h e  P rophet 4% ^) said,

“T h e  w om an  w h o  asks her husband for a divorce w ith o u t 
due cause, will n o t smell the fragrance of Paradise. A nd 
indeed, its fragrance can be sm elt from  the distance o f  the 
one w h o  travels for forty years.”

Ibn M ajah collected this H ad lth .2

1 Collected by Ibn M ajah (#2055), and it was authenticated by al-Albani 
in “al-Irw a (#2063).”

2 Collected by Ibn M ajah (#2054), and it was declared w eak by al- 
AlbanT in “W eak N arrations o f  Ibn Majah (#445).”
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So the w om an w ho  asks for a d ivorce from  h er husband, w ith o u t 
due reason, is in  great danger.

The Husband Hastily Divorcing His Wife:

Som e husbands, they  do n o t have any patience, n o r any 
deliberation. T h ey  are quick  to  act and they  becom e enraged 
quickly. In reality, this type o f  m an needs a m uzzle on  his m outh , 
and he needs to  learn deliberation  and patience. H e m ust learn 
that m arital life is n o t [always] a bed o f  beautiful flowers, and that 
it is n o t [always] fertile earth  and m oist land; rather, there are 
thorns in the path, and there are floods and m ountains.

It is upon  the m an to em body the role Allah has placed h im  in, so 
he does n o t display haste, n o r does he becom e irate. H e m ust be 
forbearing, patient, m easured and seek the aid o f  Allah. H e is no t 
rash. A nger does n o t b rin g  forth  good . T herefore, as lo n g  as Allah 
has placed divorce in y o u r hand, O  slave o f  Allah, th en  you  be as 
great as the responsibility.
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A Huge Age Difference between the Spouses

It is possible that the age disparity be tw een  the spouses is huge 
and it is possible that this gap is a reason for divorce, and it is 
possible that it is no t. T his is n o t a foundational reason; how ever, 
it could be a reason. It is n o t a co nd ition  that an age gap is a 
reason; how ever, in som e situations, it is a reason.

If  I did n o t hear about it w ith  m y o w n  tw o  ears, I w ou ld  n o t have 
m en tioned  it as a reason, because the P rophet m arried
‘A ’ishah and he was approxim ately  52 or 53
years old, and o u r m o th er ‘A ’ishah was n ine years old,
and he stayed w ith  her for only n ine years. Similar to  that w ere 
the C om panions. H ow ever, I m en tioned  it because in these tim es 
som e conditions have changed.

H ad I n o t certainly heard the cond ition  and occurrence w ith  m y 
o w n  tw o  ears, I surely w ould  n o t have listed it as a reason. This 
is the incident: Less than a m o n th  ago, I heard on  the radio 
p rogram  “N u r  ala ad-D arb” som e answ ers from  the E m inen t 
M ufti o f  the K ingdom  o f  Saudi Arabia, A bd a l- ‘AzIz b. Abd 
Allah Al al-Shaykh. A female questioner asked,

I am  m arried, and I am  young . I have four children, the oldest o f  
them  is 17 years old. M y husband is m ore than th irty  years older 
than  m e, and he has n o t approached m e in over ten  years. I desire 
tha t w h ich  wives desire from  their husbands, so should I ask him  
for a divorce?

T his is the text o f  the question.
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H e answ ered w ith  som e advice for her and gave the ru lin g  o f  
perm issibility to  ask for a divorce if  she could n o t be patient, 
because this is one o f  h er rights, since it has been  ten  years since 
he has approached her.

In sum m ary, a huge age gap betw een  the spouses could be a 
reason for divorce.

A Lack o f  Affection and Intimacy from Both Spouses or 
One o f Them:
T his is also som eth ing  that occurs. T here  are m any com plaints in 
o u r cou rt systems, and som e o f  them  are due to  w h a t w e referred 
to: w o m en  requesting  their rights to  in tim acy. T his is because the 
husband m ay n o t be able to  fulfill her desires, so m any divorces 
happen  because o f  these reasons.
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Ungrateful for Blessings and G ood Acts:

T h is  is w h e th e r  it is fro m  th e  w ife  o r  th e  h u sb an d . Yes, th e  H a d lth  
m e n tio n s  w o m e n , an d  th is is usually  th e  case -  ju s t  as it is 
m e n tio n e d  in  th e  H a d lth  o f  Ib n  M as u d  H e  said,

“T h e  P ro p h e t spoke to  us, an d  he  said, ‘G ive
charity , O  w o m e n ; fo r in d eed , y o u  are th e  largest a m o u n t 
o f  peop le  in  th e  fire on  th e  D ay  o f  J u d g m e n t.’ A w o m a n  
stood  up  w h o  w as n o t fro m  th e  u p p e r class o f  w o m e n , and  
she said, ‘O  M essenger o f  A llah, w h y  are w e  the largest 
a m o u n t o f  the  peop le  o f  th e  fire?’ H e  said, ‘B ecause y ou  
curse [people] m u ch  and  are u n g ra te fu l to w ard  y o u r  
hu sb an d s.’” 1

T h e  m e a n in g  o f  this is th a t she denies the  g o o d  in  h er husband  
due to  a stance th a t he takes th a t she does n o t like. She says, “I 
have n ever seen any  g o o d  from  y o u .” “Y ou n ev er d id  a n y th in g  
fo r m e .” “Y ou  do  n o t take care o f  m y  needs.” T h is  type o f  speech 
and  b ehav io r is a fo rm  o f  d e n y in g  blessings, w h ich  w eighs o n  his 
soul, especially is she behaves this w ay  in abundance , d e n y in g  the 
g o o d  in h im  -  w h ich  leads h er to  say, “D ivorce  m e”.

Likew ise, perhaps it is the husband tha t w h en  he en ters and  exits, 
he denies the g o o d  th a t his w ife does. H e denies w h a t she does in 
the house. H e denies w h a t she does w h en  she greets him . H e 
denies tha t she cleans and  organizes the hom e. H e acts like he is 
ig n o ran t o f  all o f  this. H e does it tim e and tim e again, so the

1 Collected by a l-B ukhan  (#304), M uslim  (#79) and NasaT in “al- 
Kubara (#9213)” in a H adlth narrated by Abu Sa id  al-K hudri (iZti&j).
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reality tru ly  changes, therefore she does becom e lax in d o ing  
these things. She m ay even transgress bounds and stop d o in g  that 
w h ich  is ob ligatory  up o n  her. T hus, problem s begin , and 
frustration  occurs. From  there, n o th in g  is seen for the ir future 
except divorce.
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The Lavish Upbringing o f  the Woman:

T h e  lavish lifestyle tha t the w om an  was raised in w hile liv ing  in 
her father’s hom e, m ean ing  she was raised lavishly [i.e. could be 
a cause o f  divorce]. She has a m aid, she has driver, she has a large 
hom e and her ow n  room  to  sleep in. She has this, and she has that.

T h en , w hen  she com es to the house o f  her husband, he does n o t 
have a driver, n o r a m aid; his hom e is m odest, his table is on  the 
g round , yet she is accustom ed to  ea tin g  at a table. She used to  be 
served, and n o w  she is the one serving. T h e  conditions around  
h er have changed, and she is no t prepared for this type o f  life. T he  
lavish lifestyle she used to  live will rem ain  on her m ind  and in her 
thoughts. She w ants to  live that w ay, b u t she does n o t find her 
previous lifestyle. At that m om ent, u n d er any circum stances, she 
w ants to  be at her father’s hom e, because she canno t handle her 
cu rren t situation after b e in g  raised luxuriously.

T his is a reason for divorce, and it is a reality am ongst us and in 
o u r society. It is tangible. W e see it in som e societies; w e see it 
m uch.
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[Unjustified, Unlegislated] Jealousy:

Jealousy is a com m on  characteristic o f  a w ife. It is said that the 
w ife displays m ore jealousy than  the husband. T h e  w ife w h o  is 
very jealous w ith o u t reason will endure  m any problem s, 
problem s that canno t be enum erated .

Exam ples ofjealousy  for no  reason are w a tch in g  every m ovem en t 
o f  the husband. She acts as his accountan t, like a candle o r a 
lantern . I f  he enters, i f  he exits, i f  he lifts the phone to  his ear, if  
he texts a message o r i f  he hangs up the phone -  she is there 
w atch ing . T his is n o t jealousy; this is n o th in g  b u t a sickness. 
W h e n  this occurs, trust is lost, and if  trust, love and affection are 
lost, then  n o th in g  rem ains except separation.

W h a t is the benefit o f  life [together] i f  these three th ings are lost: 
trust, love and affection? N o th in g  rem ains. H e is forced to  send 
her to  her family. H e says, ‘She is a w om an  w h o  w atches me, 
harasses m e and has lost trust in me. W h a t can I expect from  her?’ 
T he  action  o f  d ivorc ing  her proves this is w hat he is th ink ing .
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Exhibiting Controlling Behavior:

It is said about this type o f  w ife that she is contro lling . It is said 
about her that she loves an excess am o u n t o f  contro l; she w ants 
dictatorship over her husband and over her life. Devilish 
w hisperings also en te r in to  this. She also does n o t w an t h im  to 
love anyone except for her. She becom es annoyed  if  she sees h im  
respecting  his m other, b o n d in g  w ith  her and carry ing  o u t her 
requests. She becom es annoyed  if  she see h im  caring  for his 
brothers and sisters, and she dictates to  h im . She does n o t w an t 
h im  to  display love and care for anyone except for her. She w ants 
h im  to  subm it to only her. She w ants to be his dictator. This is 
the type o f  wife, if  she continues w ith  this type o f  behavior, then 
it w ould  be acceptable for h im  to  divorce her.
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Displaying Dissatisfaction

T here  is a type o f  w ife tha t is rebellious and w h o  displays 
dissatisfaction w ith  the life o f  h er husband. She is n o t pleased 
w ith  poverty  and is n o t co n ten t w ith  little; rather, she frequently  
requests the finer th ings o f  life and m aterial th ings. She does n o t 
have patience w ith  a m odest financial situation  and go o d  health.

She puts pressure on  the husband w ith  this type o f  behavior until 
he carries o u t her desires and requests. She requests from  the 
husband th ings he is n o t able to  do. She is only  concerned  w ith  
herself and her happiness, and she is n o t concerned  abou t her 
husband or her hom e. M any m arriages tha t reach this level end 
in divorce.
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The Negligent Wife:
T here  is a type o f  w ife referred to  as negligent. She does n o t 
concern  herself w ith  her husband at all, n o r her household. She 
does n o t try  to  fulfill his needs o r requests o f  good  spousal 
in teraction , n o r does she try  to  fulfill his request o f  her to give 
im portance to  the affairs o f  the hom e.

W h en  a w om an  does n o t give im portance to  her household, her 
children o r her husband, this is a solid reason for divorce. W h en  
negligence occurs, the husband feels that she does n o t love h im  
o r he feels that he is u n im portan t. T h a t could cause h im  to  be 
cold w ith  her. T he  husband could likewise b eg in  to neglect her 
and be unaffectionate. T h en  problem s, separation, distance and a 
lack o f  co nnection  be tw een  them  begin .

It is im perative that she gives im portance to  beau tify ing  the 
hom e, beau tify ing  herself and beau tify ing  her c lo th ing . G iv ing  
im portance to  tidiness and beautification  for the spouse is 
beneficial. All o f  this is expected and som eth ing  good. A husband 
loves these th ings, and they are expected from  the wife. T his is so 
her shortcom ings in these affairs do  n o t becom e a cause for him  
to  look at som eone else or m arry som eone else.

W e say to  her, O  female servant o f  Allah, y o u r m irro r is you r 
husband. Display the beauty that he desires. Be a righ teous wife 
to  him . Be pleasant for h im  w ith  y o u r c lo th in g  and the upkeep 
o f  y o u r hom e.
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Parents Entering into the Affairs o f  the Spouses, W hether it 
Be the Husband’s Parents or the W ife’s Parents:

Usually, it is the parents o f  the w ife w h o  en te r in to  the affairs o f  
the tw o  spouses. It is possible tha t the w ife is the reason they get 
involved. She m ay con tinuously  be jo in e d  to  h er m o th er and is 
always connected  and tied to  her. She depends on her for 
every th ing . T his type o f  w ife is described as shy and unable to 
handle all o f  the responsibilities.

In m ost cases, the m o th er is the one w h o  decides all o f  the affairs 
and is the d ic ta to r in the w hole  hom e. T h e  daugh ter goes to  her 
for every th ing . T his type o f  behavior show s tha t she is n o t fit to 
be a wife; rather, she is n o t fit to  be a m o th er for her children. 
T his is because they will be raised as children w h o  do n o t have 
confidence in them selves and w ith o u t any personality, due to 
the ir m o th er n o t hav ing  confidence in herself.

She is u n concerned  w ith  h er husband’s thoughts; she does n o t 
seek his counsel -  and he is the one w hose o p in ion  should be 
given preference; he is the one w h o  ow ns the hom e. She discards 
all o f  this. T herefore, this is an acceptable reason for divorce.
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The Absentee Wife:

T here  is a type o f  w om an  w h o  is always absent. M y brothers, our 
cu rren t situation is that w o m en  are persisting on  leaving the 
house to  go  to  w ork , and they  believe that the tim es have 
changed. I am speaking abou t the reality. T h e  w om an has begun  
to w an t to  participate in the w orkplace, try in g  to  follow in the 
footsteps o f  a m an. W e trace this back to  the East and the W est: 
equality betw een  m en and w om en . Som e o f  our w om en  have 
begun  to c ling  to  this phrase, and they  are deceived by it.

From  one angle, som e m en do n o t like this at all, and from  
an o ther angle they feel that they are n o t in need o f  this help. T h ey  
believe that g iv in g  im portance to  his hom e, his children, and to 
his needs is a g reater duty than  g o in g  to  w ork . T o  m e, this is 
absolutely correct. W h en  the husband goes to  the house, he w ants 
to  find his w ife in fron t o f  h im . H e does n o t w an t to  find the 
servant -  o r if  he w ants som eth ing  from  his w ife, she says to  him , 
‘1 am tired from  w ork . I’m  ju s t like y o u .’

I f  w e w ere to  say that they agreed for her to  w ork , m ean in g  he 
gave her perm ission to w ork, th en  it is im perative that the wife 
p roperly  balance betw een  her w ork  and the rights o f  her 
husband, the rights o f  her children and the rights o f  her hom e. 
T h ey  should n o t be deprived o f  her w ith  the excuse o f  w ork.

If  she deprives them , her husband could lose the feeling o f  
closeness to  her, and he could lose the feeling o f  her sharing in all 
aspects o f  his life and im portan t affairs. T his is som eth ing  that 
could lead to  the presence o f  differing betw een  them , and it could 
eventually lead to divorce.
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In som e situations, the w ife is busied from  duties o f  the house and 
children  due to  b e in g  preoccupied  w ith  excessively beau tify ing  
herself and g o in g  to  hairdressers and beau ty  salons to  m aintain  
her beauty  -  and she neglects the hom e.

I k n o w  societies; rather, I k n o w  families w here  the w ife busied 
herself w ith  g o in g  and co m in g  from  beau ty  salons and fitness 
centers, even massage parlors. She does all o f  that in o rder to 
m ain tain  the beau ty  o f  her body, g iv in g  excessive im portance to 
herself. D u rin g  the course o f  this, she neglects her husband and 
her children.

W h a t will save the husband from  this w ife w h o  is co m in g  and 
g o in g  all the time? T his leads to  the end  o f  patience for a m an, 
and after that, it leads to  divorce.
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An Excessive Dowry and Oppressive Burden for the Cost o f  
the W edding Party, W hich W eighs D ow n on the Shoulders 
o f the Husband:

Som eone m ay say, “T his is a reason for tu rn in g  aw ay from  
m arriage.” W e say, no, it is also a reason for divorce. H ow ? 
Because w hat the husband spent on  the dow ry  and w ed d in g  party 
causes him  to  repeatedly th ink  about the debts he incurred  and 
the m oney he spent on  his m arriage. So anytim e his wife spends 
m oney  in an u n befitting  m anner, that ignites the fire o f  anger in 
the husband, and he takes it o u t on  her by d ivorc ing  her.

T h e  N oble M essenger, the P rophet o f  M ercy and G uidance 
encouraged  that the dow ry  be small, and he 

supplicated for the one w ho  receives it. In the H ad lth  o f ‘A ’ishah 
the P rophet ('CiCc& yf?) said:

“T he  m ost trem endous w o m en  in blessings are those w ho 
are easiest to  take care off.”

A hm ad (#25,119) and N asa’T (#9229) collected this H a d lth .1

R ather, the P rophet becam e angry  abou t excessive
dow ries. O n  the au thority  o f  Abu H urayrah  (*%&?£), he said:

“A m an cam e to  the P rophet and said, ‘I m arried
a w om an  from  the A nsar.’ T he  P rophet ( ^ j ^ u i j p )  said to 
him , ‘H ow  m uch was the dow ry?’ H e said, ‘Four A w aq.’

1 A l-H akim  authenticated this H adith, and al-D hahabi agreed w ith 
him.
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T h e  P rophet said to h im , ‘F our Awaq!? It is as
if  you cu t silver o u t o f  the side o f  this m o u n ta in .’”

Im am  M uslim  collected this H ad lth , and it is au th en tic .1

T h e  P rophet deem ed this am o u n t to  be too  m uch. H e
said, “Four Awaq!?” -  m eaning : T his is a great affair, and he 

disliked a large dow ry  as it related to  the co nd ition  o f  
this husband.

Ibn TaymTyah said in his book  “M inhaj as-S unnah ,”

“T ry in g  to  low er the dow ry  is Sunnah. For this reason, the 
scholars view  that it is recom m ended  tha t the dow ry  n o t be 
m ore than the M essenger o f  Allah gave his
wives and accepted for his daughters. It has been narrated 
that All gave Fatim ah his a rm o r.”2/ 3

1 M uslim  collected this H adlth  (#1424).

2 Abu D aw ud collected the follow ing H ad lth  (#2126) on  the authority  
o f  a m an w ho was from  the C om panions o f  the Prophet ( ^ j^ & ly i ) ,

“W hen  All w anted to  m arry Fatimah, the daughter o f  the 
M essenger o f  Allah, and to consum m ate w ith  her, the M essenger 
o f  Allah prevented him  until he gave her som ething. He said, ‘O  
M essenger o f  Allah, I do no t have any th ing .’ So, the Prophet 
( ^ i j ^ ^ i lp )  said to him , ‘Give her y our arm or.’ So he gave her his 
arm or and consum m ated the m arriage w ith  her.”

3 See Minhaj as-Sunnah, volum e 4, pg. 25.
45



Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

T hese are some o f  the m ost im portan t reasons for divorce. A nd 
ju s t as I said to  you, w e are n o t able to  ga th er all o f  the reasons 
for divorce, because they differ from  co u n try  to coun try  and 
situation to situation.
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Cures for Divorce

• Both Spouses Fearing Allah:
If  b o th  spouses fear Allah co n cern in g  one another, the m arriage 
will progress. C ertain ly , the fear o f  Allah is the head o f  all affairs.

O  you w h o  believe, fear Allah. [Surah al-B aqarah 
(2): 278]

• Each Spouse K nowing the Rights o f  the Other:
T his is so he does n o t oppress her, and she does n o t oppress him . 
Each spouse has rights, and it is up o n  each spouse to  fear Allah 
regard ing  the rights o f  the o ther.

• Establishing a Marital Life that is Built Upon Respect, 
Acknowledgement o f  Each Other’s Worth, Love and 
Compassion:

T he actions o f  the w ife should illustrate w hat com es in this 
H adlth:

“T hose w o m en  w h o  w hen  her husband becom es angry , she 
com es and places her hand  in his hand  and says, ‘I w ill n o t taste 
sleep until you  are pleased.’”1 T his is w h e th e r she is the oppressor 
or the oppressed.

1 Al-Bayhaqi collected this H adlth in “T he  Branches o f  Faith” (#8358).
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T he actions o f  the husband should repeatedly illustrate his 
statem ent “A believing m an does n o t detest a
believ ing  w om an, i f  he seems som eth ing  in her he dislikes, he is 
pleased w ith  som eth ing  else.” 1 ... A hm ad and M uslim  (#1469) 
collected this H adlth.

His actions should also illustrate his statem ent (^ j^ u s T ^ ) :

“T he  best o f  you are those w ho  are best to  their families, 
and 1 am the best o f  you to  m y fam ily.”

Ibn M ajah and a l-T irm id h l collected this H ad lth .2

1 Al-BayhaqT collected it in Shu'ab al-lm an ... (#8,358).

2 A l-T irm idhl (#3,895) and Ibn Majah (#1,977) collected this H adlth  
w hich was narrated by Ibn Abbas. Shaykh al-A lbanl authenticated it in 
“Sahlh Ibn M ajah (#1608)”.
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• Each Spouse Being Satisfied with Islamic Intimacy:
T his is done by w ay o f  love, a cheerful face, and k ind  speech. 
Each spouse should rush tow ards that.

F or exam ple, a w o m an  needs to  hear sw eet and lo v in g  w ords 
from  h er spouse. I f  she does n o t hear th em  from  h er husband, the 
Shaytan m ay play w ith  her, e n tic in g  h er to  listen to  th em  from  a 
stranger, so she en ters in to  destruc tion .

W e  have a fine exam ple in the  M essenger o f  Allah (^j^ic& V ^). 
H e used to  play w ith  'A ’ishah, jo k e  w ith  h er and  race h e r .1 H e 
used to  lay his head in h e r lap w hile  she w as m en stru a tin g . A l- 
Im am  A hm ad co llected  this H a d lth .2

E ven  w ith  in tercourse , it is b e fittin g  for the  h usband  to  k n o w  its 
e tiq u e tte .

1 In a Hadith collected by Abu D aw ud (#2578), on the authority o f 
'A’ishah (l

“She was w ith the Prophet during a journey, and she
said, ‘So I raced him, and beat him on foot. T hen, w hen I gained 
some w eight, I raced him  [again], and he beat me. He then said, 
‘This race was for that race.”” Al-AlbanI authenticated this 
H adlth in Sahlh Ibn Abu D aw ud (#2323).

2 A l-Im am  Ahm ad collected this H adlth in his M usnad ... (#24435). He 
collected it on the authority o f 'A ’ishah

“T he M essenger o f  Allah used to place his head in her
lap while she was m enstruating, and he w ould read the Q u r’an.”
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In his book “a l-T ib  a l-N a b a u n ,” Ibn a l-Q ayy im  said,

“From  the th ings that are befitting  before intercourse is the 
follow ing: p lay ing  w ith  the w om en , kissing her and 
sucking  her tongue. T he  M essenger o f  Allah 
used to  play w ith  his wives and kiss them .

Abu D aw ud collected in his Sunan that he (^j<c&S%i>) used 
to  kiss 'A ’ishah and suck her to n g u e .1

It has been m en tioned  that Jab ir b. A bdullah said, ‘T he  
M essenger o f  Allah p roh ib ited  intercourse before 
f o r e p l a y . 2/ 3 T his is the end o f  the speech o f  Ibn al- 
Q ayyim .

Also, it is befitting  that the husband does n o t rush his w ife after 
he fulfills his desires, and that he is n o t selfish in that he only  loves 
to  fulfill his desires, and that is enough . C ertain ly , a w om an  feels 
w hat a m an feels as it relates to delight, pleasure and desire. For 
this reason, the P rophet gu ided  us to  that, and shyness

1 Abu D aw ud collected the follow ing H adlth  (#2386) on the authority  
o f  'A’ishah that “T he Prophet used to  kiss her while he was 
fasting, and he w ould suck her to n g u e .” Al-AlbanT graded it w eak in 
D a 'if  Abu D aw ud (#515).

2 See Z ad  al-Ma'ad fl  Khayr al-'Ibad (4/253). As it relates to  the H adlth 
o f  Jabir, al-Alban! graded it weak in D a 'lf  al-Jami' (6056). H e said, 
“fabricated.

3 See al-T ib al-Nabawi by Ibn al-Q ayyim , pg. 196.
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did n o t p reven t a clarification. A nd w e are follow ers o f  his 
Sunnah.

O n  the au thority  o f  Anas, he said:

“T h e  M essenger o f  Allah said: ‘W h e n  one o f
you  has intercourse w ith  his w ife, th en  fulfill o n e ’s duty  
w ith  her; i f  he fulfills his need before she fulfills h er need, 
he m ust n o t w ithd raw /rush  her un til she fulfills her n eed . ’ ” 1

In explanation o f  the fo llow ing  H ad lth , al-M unawT said:

“W h e n  one o f  you  has relations w ith  his w ife, he should 
have intercourse w ith  her w ith  [a desirable m easure of] 
force and streng th , and he should perform  intercourse well 
and show  love and concern .

I f  he ejaculates before she climaxes, and she possesses desire, 
he should no t w ithd raw /rush  her and cease; rather, he 
should allow her tim e and let her fulfill her desires, ju s t as 
he fulfilled his desires.

H e should no t cease until it becom es clear tha t she fulfilled 
her desire ju s t as he fulfilled his.

T his is from  liv ing w ith  each o th er in kindness, he lp ing  to  
preserve chastity, go o d  in teraction , fine m anners and 
gentleness. A nd in ano ther w ord in g , ju s t as it is found in 
“a l-W ish ah ”, [from  the affairs o f  good  intercourse are]

1 Abu Ya'la collected it in his M usnad (4/208). Al-Alban! graded it w eak 
in “D a 'if al-Jami' (#451)”.
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privacy, suck ing  the lips and caressing the breasts.” This is 
the end o f  al- al-M unawT’s speech . 1

Al-AlbanT said in al-Irw a:

“T he  H adlth  o f  Anas is a ttribu ted  to  the P rophet 
and it states, ‘W h e n  he fulfills his needs, he 

should n o t rush h er/w ithd raw  until she fulfills her desire.’ 
A hm ad and Abu Hafs collected it, and he po in ted  o u t its 
w eakness . ” 2

A l-M unaw ! said:

“W e benefit from  this H adlth  and w hat is after it the 
follow ing:

If  a m an ejaculates quickly, m ean in g  that he canno t contro l 
h im self until his wife climaxes, it is recom m ended  for him  
to seek a rem edy: som eth ing  that will delay his [swift] 
ejaculations. Seeking a rem edy is a m eans to  som eth ing  
recom m ended, and m eans (i.e. rem edies) take the rulings o f  
goals (i.e. m ak ing  sure his w ife clim axes).” 3 T his is the end 
o f  the speech o f  al-MunawT.

1 See “Fayd al-Qadlr" by al-MunawT (1/418).

2 See al-Ghalil (1/71)”.

3 See “ Fayd al-Qadlr" by al-MunawT (1/418).

52



Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

In the bo o k  “a l-K a ff" , Ibn Q udam ah  said:

“If  he fulfills his desire before her, it is disliked from  him  to 
w ithd raw  until she climaxes. T his is due to  w hat is found 
in the H adlth  o f  Anas. T h en  he m en tioned  the previous 
H ad lth . ” 1 T his is the end o f  the speech o f  Ibn Q udam ah.

1 See “al-K afl in the Fiqh o f  Ibn H anbal”, by Ibn Q udam ah al-MaqdisT 
(3/81).
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• Good Character:

It is upon  the w ife to  be well m annered  in her w ords and speech. 
It is upon  her to  choose [the best] speech for her husband like she 
chooses the best food for herself; rather, it is m ore serious. She 
should p u t his desires over her desires, even if  it causes tiredness 
and weariness. She bears the burden  and shoulders this venture. 
She displays that she is w illing  to  behave this w ay w ith  her 
husband.

T h e  husband should display go o d  character w ith  his wife, his 
character w ith  her should n o t be d ifferent than  the character he 
show s to  the public.
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The W ife Should Not Disobey the Husband, She Should 
Live and Interact with Him in the Best Manner, and She 
Should Show Him Attention in All Affairs:

I see it fit to  convey a piece o f  advice tha t a m o th er gave to  her 
daughter. Indeed, it is com prehensive and com plete for a person 
w h o  understands and com prehends it. T he  wise, in telligen t 
w om an , U m am ah b. a l-H arith , advised her new lyw ed  daughter. 
She said,

“M y dear daughter, i f  advice was to  be left o ff  due to 
beautiful character o r esteem ed value, then  certainly I 
w ould  have h idden  it and kep t it far aw ay from  you; 
how ever, this is a rem inder to  the unaw are and assistance 
to  the in telligent.

M y dear daugh ter, i f  a w om an  did no t need a husband 
because her parents w ere affluent and they  yearned  for her 
assistance, then  you w ould  be the freest o f  need for a 
husband; how ever, w o m en  w ere created to  be com panions 
o f  m en, and m en w ere created to be com panions o f  
w om en .

M y dear daugh ter, you  have left the p ro tec tion  from  w hich  
you  have sprouted, and you  have left beh ind  the life in 
w h ich  you  have g ro w n , g o in g  to  a nest that you do no t 
k now  and to  a com pan ion  tha t you are unfam iliar w ith . He 
has becom e, by his au tho rity  over you , a k ing . So be a slave 
to him , and he will be a w illing  servant to  you.

[M y dear daughter], adhere to  ten  qualities for him , and he 
will be a treasure for you:
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1. Be co n ten t w ith  w hat the [tw o] o f  you have.

2. Live pleasantly w ith  him  by h earing  and obeying .

C ertain ly , in co n ten tm en t is tranquility  o f  the heart, and 
w hen  you treat h im  well you  will please y o u r Lord.

As for the th ird  and fourth , th en  they are these:

3. Safeguard w here his eyes land.

4. Safeguard w hat his nose smells.

So that his eyes never see an y th in g  ugly from  you, and his 
nose never smells any rep u g n an t odor.

As for the fifth and sixth, then  they  are these:

5. Prepare his meals on  tim e.

6 . Keep his su rroundings tranquil w hen  he sleeps.

T he  d iscom fort o f  h u n g er is infuriating , and deprivation  o f  
sleep is irritating .

As for the seventh and the e igh th , then  they are these:

7. Safeguard his w ealth.

8 . T ake good  care o f  his servants and his family.

Safeguarding his m oney  is a sign o f  good  p lann ing , and
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tak in g  care o f  his family is a sign o f  good  m anagem ent.

As for the n in th  and ten th , then  they  are these:

9. D o  n o t spread his secrets.

10. D o  n o t disobey his com m ands.

If  you spread his secrets, you  will no t be safe from  him  
m isleading you, and if  you  oppose his com m ands, you  will 
m ake h im  angry .

Bew are o f  displaying jo y  w h en  he is upset and sadness 
w h en  he is happy. T he  first is irresponsible, and the second 
is antagonistic.

T he  m ore you h o n o r h im , the m ore esteem  he will have for 
you; the m ore you are in ag reem en t w ith  h im , the longer 
y o u r tim e will be w ith  him .

A nd know , m y beloved daughter, you will n o t be able to 
carry this o u t until you give preference to  his pleasure over 
y o u r pleasure, and until y ou  give preference to  his desires 
over y o u r ow n , co n cern in g  w hat you  like and dislike. M ay 
Allah give you good; I leave you  in the p ro tec tio n  o f  
Allah . ” 1

1 See Majma' al-Amthal (2/262, 263).
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Conclusion

Is divorce always evil and disliked?

T h e  answ er is no. T his is because the m arriage could reach a po in t 
w here it is crucial to  g e t a divorce, and it is a need to  do so. T he  
cond ition  o f  the spouses will n o t be p roper except w ith  divorce - 
after they have exhausted all measures to  reconcile betw een  
themselves; how ever, ag reem en t was n o t achieved n o r was 
d iffering p u t to  an end.

Ibn T aym lyah  (ilsfcfcj) said,

Allah m ade divorce perm issible on  an as needed basis, ju s t 
as he m ade im perm issible th ings perm issible on  a dire need 
basis. 1

O n e o f  the proofs that show s tha t divorce is perm issible, w hen  
needed, is His statem ent

A nd if  they decide on divorce -  then  indeed, Allah is 
H earin g  and K now ing . [Surah al-B aqarah (2): 227]

1 See M ajtnu' al-F ataw d  (2/431).
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A nd His statem ent (JliyiljG),

B ut i f  they  separate [by d ivorce], Allah w ill enrich  each [o f 
them ] from  His abundance. A nd ever is Allah E ncom passing 
and W ise. [Surah al-N isa (4): 130]

In his explanation  o f  the Q u r ’an, Ibn K athlr said,

“Allah has inform ed us tha t i f  the tw o  spouses separate, then  
indeed Allah will m ake h im  free from  need o f  her, and H e 
will m ake h er free from  need o f  h im . T his will o ccu r by 
Allah p rov id ing  h im  w ith  som eone b e tte r for him , and 
rep lacing  h im  w ith  som eone be tte r for h e r . ” 1

A nd in the H ad lth  o f  Ibn 'Abbas he said,

“T h e  w ife o f  T h ab it cam e to  the M essenger o f  Allah 
and said,

‘By Allah, I do n o t critique his character, n o r his adherence 
to  the religion; how ever, I fear that I will be ungratefu l after 
I have accepted Islam.’ So he (^ J^ Ju i^ * )  said, ‘W ill you 
give h im  his garden  back’? She said, ‘Yes.’ H e 
said, ‘O  T hab it, accept the garden, and let her free . ’ ” 2

1 See Tafslr Ibn K athlr (2/431).

2 A l-B ukhari collected this H adlth  (#5273). T he  narrator is Ibn 'Abbas



Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

M ay Allah exalt the m en tion  o f  and g ran t safety to o u r P rophet 
M uham m ad, his family and all o f  his com panions.
W ritten  by:

Abu Furayhan Jam al b. Furayhan a l-H atith l 
1425A H /3/25
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Appendix 1 
Rulings and Regulations of 

Divorce1

1 [PN ] This has been sum m arized from  the book al-Mulakhkhas id- 
Fiqlri (2/385-397) o f  Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan.
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Its Ruling:

It differs d epend ing  upon  circum stances and situations. A t tim es 
divorce is allow ed, at tim es it is detested, at tim es it is 
recom m ended, at tim es it is ob ligatory  and at tim es it is 
forbidden.

•  It is allow ed if  the husband needs to  resort to  this due to  the 
bad m anners o f  the wife and her harm , and the objective o f  
m arriage is unfulfilled i f  [m arital life] con tinues in this 
fashion.

•  D ivorce is detested if  it is w ith o u t reason o r need like w hen  
the tw o  spouses are in a good , righ teous state. Som e o f  the 
Imams hold divorce in this situation  to  be forbidden [Haram]. 
T he strongest op in ion  is that it is allow ed b u t detested due to 
the hadlth:

“T h e  m ost detested o f  perm itted  th ings to  Allah is 
d ivorce . ” 1

1 Collected by Abu D aw ud (no. 2178) and Ibn M ajah from  the hadlth 
o f  Ibn ‘Um ar.

[PN ] This hadith was declared w eak [Da if] by Shaykh Albam in D a 'if 
Smiaii Ibn Majah (no. 394). For a detailed discussion refer to  al-Irwa (no.
2040).

62



Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

T h e  reason w hy  it is detested [under these circum stances] is 
because it involves en d in g  the m arriage, w hich  com prises o f  
num erous desired benefits acco rd ing  to  the divine legislation.

• D ivorce is recom m ended  if  there is a need for it like w hen  the 
w ife is subjected to  harm  if  the m arriage continues, as [in 
situations] w here there is discord betw een  the tw o  spouses or 
i f  she despises him . Verily, the con tin u a tio n  o f  the m arriage 
u n d er such conditions is harm ful to  the w ife, and the P rophet

fga) said:

“T here  should be no  h a rm in g  n o r recip rocating  
h a rm . ” 1

•  D ivorce is ob ligatory  upo n  the husband if  the w ife is 
irreligious, such as i f  she abandons the P rayer o r delays it past 
its tim e and he is unable to  correct her situation, o r she lacks 
decency as it pertains to  her honor.

U n d er these circum stances, d ivo rc ing  her is ob ligatory  
accord ing  to  the strongest o f  the tw o  opinions.

Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn TaymTyah (iaiUisj) said:

1 Collected by A hm ad (no. 2867) and Ibn M ajah (no. 2240) from  the 
hadlth o f  U badah. In the latter, there is also a similar version narrated 
by Ibn Abbas.
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“If  she fornicates, then  it is n o t allow ed for the 
husband to  keep her, otherw ise he is a w itto l . ” 1

Likewise, i f  the husband is irreligious, then  it is upon  the wife 
to  request a divorce o r seek separation th ro u g h  a K h ul'ah  and 
com pensation . She canno t rem ain  w ith  him  w hile he neglects 
his religion.

• It is forbidden for the husband to  divorce his wife w hile she 
is m enstruating , in a state o f  postnatal b leed ing  o r in a state o f  
purity  after the husband has had sexual relations w ith  her and 
it is unclear w h eth er she is p reg n an t o r not. Similarly, if  he 
divorces her three tim es [on one occasion]; an explanation o f  
this will follow shortly -  if  Allah wills.

1 Refer to  Majmu' al-Fatawd (32/141) o f  Ibn Taym iyah.
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The Proof for the Lawfulness o f  Divorce is the Qur’an, 
Sunnah and Consensus o f the Muslims:

❖ Allah, the M ost H igh , said:

A nd H e, the M ost H igh , said:

“O  Prophet! W h e n  you  divorce w om en , divorce them  at 
their Iddah  (prescribed periods).” [Al-Talaq: l]

❖ T he  P rophet said:

“D ivorce is solely the rig h t o f  h im  w h o  takes hold o f  
the calf o f  the w o m a n 1.” 2

1 [PN ] T his means that divorce is the righ t o f  the husband w ho is 
allowed to take hold o f  the calf o f  the w om an.

2 Collected by Ibn M ajah (no. 2081: [2/532] Divorce) and al-D araqtun! 
(no. 3946: [4/ 24] Divorce) from  the hadlth o f  Ibn Abbas.

[PN ] Shaykh Alban! declared this hadith sound [Hasan] in al-Irwa (no.
2041).

D ivorce is tw ice .” [A l-Baqarah: 229]
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This was collected by Ibn M ajah and al-D araq tun l. T here  
are also o th er ahadlth.

❖ M ore than one o f  the people o f  know ledge have 
conveyed a consensus o f  the scholars on  the legitim acy 
o f  divorce.
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Its W isdom Is Clear:

D ivorce is from  the excellent virtues o f  the relig ion o f  Islam, for 
verily it provides a solution for m arital problem s, w h en  there is a 
requ irem en t for it.

Allah, the M ost H igh , said:

“T h en , e ither keep [her] in an acceptable m an n er o r release 
[her] w ith  good  trea tm en t.” [A l-Baqarah: 229]

A nd H e, the M ost H igh , said:

“B ut if  they separate (by divorce), Allah will provide 
abundance for everyone o f  them  from  His B ounty . And 
Allah is Ever A ll-Sufficient for H is creatures' needs, All- 
W ise .” [A l-N isa: 130]

If  there is no  benefit in the co n tin u a tio n  o f  m arital life o r it is 
harm ful to  the w ife o r one o f  the tw o  spouses is m orally 
co rrup t and irreligious, then  divorce is an escape and a relief.
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H o w  m uch do those societies, w hich  forbid divorce, suffer 
from  calamities, harm s, suicides and the decline o f  the family! 
T he  m agnificen t relig ion o f  Islam perm itted  divorce and 
stipulated guidelines that actualize the [in tended] benefits and 
repel the harm s.

All o f  the great divine laws o f  Islam com prise o f  num erous 
benefits, as it pertains to  n o w  [in this life] and later [in the 
H ereafter]. So all praise belongs to Allah for His benevolence 
and grace.
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Regarding W hose Pronouncement o f  Divorce Is Valid:

[T he p ro n o u n cem en t o f  divorce is valid for] the d iscern ing  
husband w ho  willfully does so and w h o  understands it, o r the one 
w h o m  he appoints [to represent him ], based on  his 
saying:

“D ivorce is solely the rig h t o f  h im  w h o  takes hold o f  
the calf o f  the w o m an .”'

•  As for the one w h o  has lost his intellect, then  he is excused as 
it relates to  this, such as the insane, the unconscious, the 
sleeper, the one suffering from  a sickness tha t im pedes his 
consciousness like pleurisy, the one com pelled to  d rink  an 
in toxicant, and the one w h o  takes an anesthetic o r its like for 
m edicinal purposes. If  any o f  these individuals p ronounce  
divorce, w hile in a state w here they have lost their intellect 
due to any o f  the aforem entioned  reasons, th en  it is invalid.

T his is due to  the sta tem ent o f  All

“Every divorce is valid except for the divorce o f  the 
one w ith  an im paired in te llect. ” 2

1 it has previously been cited. [PN ] Refer to p. 65.

2 This was m entioned by BukharT in Ta'luj form  (9/481) and al- 
T irm idh! w ho narrated it in Marfu form  [attributed to the Prophet] by 
way o f  Abu H urairah.
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T his is because the intellect is the basis for [a person being  
accountable for] the rulings and regulations.

•  As for the one w ho  loses his intellect due to  the consum ption  
o f  an in tox icant and this was done by choice, and he then 
pronounces divorces in this state, then  the people o f  
know ledge differ co n cern in g  w h eth er his divorce is valid. 
T here  are tw o  positions on  this m atter:

O n e  o f  them  is that it is valid [and counts]. T his is the stance 
o f  the four Imams and a n u m b er o f  the people o f  know ledge.

•  If  a person is w rongfu lly  forced to  p ronounce  divorce and he 
divorces her to  avert this injustice and com pulsion, then  his 
divorce is n o t valid due to the hadlth:

“T here  is no  divorce n o r em ancipation  under 
[Ighlaq]' force . ” 2

[PN ] It is authentic in Mawquf form  [i.e. the statem ent o f  a 
C om panion], bu t no t authentic in Mur/iT form  [i.e. from  the Prophet], 
Refer to al-Irwa o f  Shaykh Albanl (no. 2042).

1 [PN ] I have used the w ord force here because that is the explanation 
m entioned by Shaykh al-Fawzan. H ow ever, it has also been explained 
by the scholars to  refer to extrem e anger.

2 Collected by Abu D aw ud (no. 2193: [2/446]) and Ibn M ajah (2046: 
[2/514]) from  the hadlth o f 'A ’ishah. [T N ] Shaykh Albanl declared this 
hadith to be sound {Hasan).
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T his was collected by A hm ad, A bu D aw ud  and Ibn M ajah. 

T he  m ean ing  o f 'Ig h la q ’ is com pulsion.

[This is also] due to  H is Saying:

{
“W h o ev er disbelieved in Allah after his belief, except 
h im  w h o  is forced thereto  and w hose heart is at rest 
w ith  Faith .” [A l-N ahl: 106]

D isbelief is w orse than  divorce, and it has been  pardoned  for 
the one w h o  is com pelled to  m anifest it, therefore this is even 
m ore applicable to  divorce.

H ow ever, i f  the individual com pelled to  divorce his w ife is 
one w h o  has taken an oath  n o t to  have relations w ith  her and 
four m onths pass, and he con tinues to  refuse to  have relations 
w ith  her and expiate his oath, then  his divorce is valid.

•  T he  divorce o f  the angry  person is valid if  he is aw are o f  w hat 
he is saying, w hereas the divorce o f  the m an w h o  is overcom e 
by anger to  the ex ten t tha t he does n o t k n o w  w hat he is 
saying is invalid.
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• T he  divorce o f  the one w h o  is jo k in g  is valid [and counts] 
because he in tended  to  u tter these w ords, even if  he did n o t 
in tend  for it to count.
A nd Allah know s best.
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The Sunni1 D ivorce and the Innovated Divorce

• T h e  S u n n i divorce is the divorce that has occurred  in the 
legislated m anner tha t Allah and His M essenger have 
prescribed.

[T he description o f  this] is tha t the husband divorces the wife 
by p ro n o u n c in g  one divorce w h en  the w ife is pure [from  
m enses and postnatal bleeding] and d u rin g  a tim e o f  purity  
before the husband has had intercourse w ith  her; and he leaves 
her un til she com pletes her Iddah [w aiting  period].

T his is the S u n n i divorce as it pertains to  the n u m b er o f  
divorces p ronounced , because he p ro n o u n ced  divorce once 
and then  left her to  com plete the 'Iddah.

It is the S u n n i divorce as it relates to  tim e because he divorced 
her w hen  she was pure and before he had intercourse w ith  
her.

T his is due to  the Saying o f  Allah, the M ost H igh:

1 [P N ] T his means that it conform s to the Sunnah.
73



Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

“O  Prophet! W h en  you divorce w om en , divorce 
them  at their Iddah (prescribed periods), and coun t 
(accurately) the ir 'Iddah (periods).” [Al-Talaq: l]

Ibn M as'ud (&<<$£) said about the m ean ing  o f  this verse:

“T his m eans w hen  they are pure and p rio r to 
in tercourse . ” 1

'All said:

“If  the people im plem ented  w hat Allah has 
com m anded  in m atters o f  divorce, then  a m an w ould  
never regret [divorcing] a w om an . H e p ronounces 
divorce once and then  leaves her for three m enstrual 
periods. If  he desires [during  this tim e], he m ay take 
her back . ” 2

H e m ay take her back as lo n g  as she is still in her 'Iddah  
[w aiting  period]. T his is because Allah gives the m an w h o  has 
divorced his w ife the opp o rtu n ity  to  take her back if  he 
regrets d ivorcing  her, and he has n o t fully exhausted the 
num ber o f  divorces and she is still in ‘Iddah.

1 Collected by al-Bayhaqi (no. 14915: [7/532]).

2 T he like ol this was collected by Ibn Abu Shaybah (no. 11736: [4/58]).
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H ow ever, i f  he has used all his divorces [m ean ing  that it is the 
th ird  and final divorce], th en  he has lost the op p o rtu n ity  to 
take her back.

• The Innovated Divorce1

T he innovated  divorce is the divorce p ro n o u n ced  by an 
individual in a m an n er w h ich  has been forbidden.

1. T his is w h en  the m an divorces his w ife three tim es [on 
one occasion] w ith  a single sta tem ent [i.e. I divorce 
you three tim es].

2. H e divorces her w hile  she is m enstruating  o r in a state 
o f  postnatal bleeding.

3. H e divorces h er w h en  she is pure b u t he has had 
intercourse w ith  her and it is unclear w h e th e r she is 
p reg n an t o r not.

T he  first type is referred to as an innovated  divorce as it relates 
to  the n u m b er o f  divorces p ron o u n ced , and the second is 
referred to  as innovated  as it relates to  tim e.

• T he  innovated  divorce as it pertains to  the n u m b er [o f
divorces p ro n o u n ced  on  one occasion] m akes the wife

' [PN ] It is referred to as ‘innovated’ because it opposes the legislated 
m anner. Refer to  al-Sharh al-M um ti' o f  Shaykh Ibn UthaymTn.
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unlaw ful for the m an until after she m arries ano ther 
husband.

“A nd if  he has d ivorced her.”

M eaning  for the th ird  tim e.

C-jj £̂ 4 £>■ J u o  [y» Ji J4 jf
“T h en  she is n o t lawful u n to  h im  thereafter 
until she has m arried an o ther husband .” [Al- 
Baqarah: 230]

• As for the innovated  divorce, as it relates to tim e, then  it 
is recom m ended  for the m an to  take her back due to  the 
hadlth  o f  Ibn ‘U m ar (i&gtf&j):

H e divorced his wife w hile she was m enstruating  
and the P rophet iĵ S») com m anded him  to
take her back. C ollected by the com pilers [o f the six 
books o f  had lth ] . 1

If  he takes her back, then  it is ob ligatory  for him  to  keep 
her until she becom es pure, then  if  he chooses he may 
divorce her.

1 Collected by Bukhari (no. 5332: [9/597]), M uslim  (no. 3638: [5/303]), 
Abu D aw ud (no. 2179: [2/438], a l-T irm idh l (no. 1177: [3/478], al- 
N asa l (no. 3399: [3/452]) and Ibn M ajah (no. 2019: [2/500]).
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• It is forbidden for the husband to divorce in an innovated  
fashion, regardless o f  w h e th e r it pertains to  tim e o r the 
n u m b er o f  divorces.

T his is due to  the Saying o f  Allah, the M ost H igh:

“D ivorce is tw ice. T h en , e ither keep [her] in an 
acceptable m an n er o r release [her] w ith  good 
trea tm en t.” [A l-Baqarah: 229]

A nd His Saying, the M ost H igh:

“O  Prophet! W h e n  you  divorce w om en , divorce 
them  at the ir Iddah (prescribed periods), and coun t 
(accurately) the ir Iddah (periods).” [A l-Talaq: l]

This m eans that they are in a state o f  purity  and p rio r to 
intercourse.

W h e n  it reached the P rophet ( ^ j ^ ^ i j ^ )  that a m an divorced 
his wife three tim es [on one  occasion] he said:
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“Is the book o f  Allah b e in g  taken in je s t w hile I am 
am ong  y o u ? ” 1

A dditionally, i f  a m an w h o  divorced his wife three tim es 
[concurren tly] was b ro u g h t before 'U m ar he w ould
beat h im .2

W h en  it was m en tioned  to  the P rophet that Ibn
U m ar ( i ^ s ^ )  divorced his wife w hile she was m enstrua ting  
he becam e angry  and com m anded him  to  take her back .3

All o f  this show s the ob ligation  o f  adhering  to the rulings o f  
divorce, as it pertains to  tim e and num ber, and [the 
obligation] to  abstain from  the forbidden divorce, as it 
pertains to  tim e and num ber.

H ow ever, m any m en fail to  com prehend  this o r they pay it 
no  a tten tion ; thus, they fall in to  regre t and anguish, and 
thereafter they search for ways to  escape w hat they have fallen 
in to , pestering  the scholars [from  w h o m  they seek verdicts]. 
All o f  this results from  play ing  w ith  the B ook o f  Allah.

1 Collected by al-Nasa*! (no.). [P N ] Shaykh Albani declared this hadlth 
to be weak in D a'if Sutiati a l-N asa l (no. 3401).

2 Collected by Ibn Abu Shaybah (no. 17784: [4/92]).

3 Collected M uslim (no. 3642: [5/306]).
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Som e m en use divorce as a w eapon, w hich  they use to 
th rea ten  their w ife, i f  they  w an t to  com pel her to  do 
som eth ing  o r p reven t her from  som eth ing .

Som e m en use it in their oaths w h en  dealing  and conversing  
w ith  the people.

T hese m en m ust fear Allah and keep the u tterance o f  divorce 
far from  their tongues, unless there  is a need for it, and in 
accordance w ith  the specified tim e and num ber.
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The Types o f Divorce with Respect to the W ording

W ith  regards to  the w o rd in g  of a divorce, then  it can be divided 
in to  tw o  categories:

First Type: Explicitly C lear Statem ents

T hese are the term s that have been specified for it, w h ich  do no t 
im ply an y th in g  else. It is the w ord  Taldq  [divorce] and that 
w hich  is derived from  it:

T he  verb in the past tense like T allaq tnki [I divorce you].
-  T he  active participle [ism  a l-F a if]  such as A n t i  Tdliq  [you 

are divorced].
T he  passive participle [ism  a l -M a fu l] such as A n ti  
M utallaqah  [you have been divorced].

T his does n o t include:

T h e  verb in the present tense n o r the verbal com m and, 
such as T atluqm  [you will be divorced] and UtluqJ [seek 
y o u r divorce].

-  T he  passive participle from  the pattern  JjS, such as A nti 
MutaUiqah.

T h e  divorce is n o t valid w ith  these three w ord ings because it does 
n o t clearly indicate that it has actually occurred.
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The Second Type: Figurative Expressions

T h ey  are expressions that can im ply divorce o r som eth ing  else. 
[For exam ple,] i f  he was to say: “Y ou are released, o r free, o r 
severed;” or, “Y ou are a free w o m an .”

Similarly, [if he was to  say]: “Leave [the h o m e]” and “R etu rn  to 
y o u r fam ily,” and the like o f  these statem ents.

T h e  difference betw een  explicit statem ents o f  divorce and 
figurative expressions is tha t w h en  explicit statem ents [are 
u ttered] the divorce is valid and takes place, even i f  he did n o t 
in tend  it, w h e th e r he was serious, jo k in g  o r playing.

T his is based on his saying

“T here  are three m atters tha t w h en  said seriously are taken 
seriously and w h en  said in je s t are taken seriously: m arriage, 
d ivorce and tak in g  o n e ’s w ife back . ” 1

C ollected by the five com pilers o f  hadlth , b u t n o t recorded 
by a l-N asa l.

As for w hen  figurative expressions are used, then  divorce does 
n o t take place unless he has the in ten tio n  w hich  coincides 
w ith  this w ord ing . T his is because these expressions can

1 Collected by Abu D aw ud (no. 2194: [2/447]), a l-T irm idh l (no. 1186: 
[3/490] and Ibn M ajah (2039: [2/510]) from  the hadlth o f  Abu H urairah.
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im ply divorce or o th er m eanings. T herefore, they are n o t 
understood to necessitate a divorce unless the person intends 
this. If  he does n o t in tend  by these w ords divorce, then  it is 
n o t valid except in three cases:

1. If  he utters this type o f  figurative expression d u rin g  an 
a rg u m en t betw een  him  and his wife.

2 . II he utters this w hen  angry .
3. If  he utters it in response to  h er request for a divorce.

In these three cases the divorce is valid and takes place w hen  
the m an utters a figurative expression, even if  he claims that 
he did n o t in tend  it. T his is because circum stantial factors 
indicate that he actually did in tend  it, and he is no t believed 
w h en  he says, “I did n o t in tend  it.” A nd Allah know s best.
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It Is Permitted for the Husband to Appoint a Representative 
to Divorce on His Behalf:

It is perm itted  for the husband to  ap po in t som eone to  divorce on 
his behalf, w h eth er the representative is a stranger o r the wife 
herself. It is allow ed for h im  to  appo in t her in this m atter and 
place her affair in her hands.

T h e  representative acts on  beh a lf o f  the husband [and the same 
rulings apply] as regards to  the explicit w ord in g , figurative 
expression and the n u m b er o f  divorces, as lo n g  as the husband did 
n o t stipulate a certain  w ay [for the divorce to  occur].

D ivorce is n o t valid from  the husband o r his representative 
unless it is spoken. If  he m erely in tends it w ith  his heart, then  
it does n o t co u n t until they  m ove the ir tongue  and u tte r it.

T his is based on his saying

“Verily, Allah has pardoned  m y n ation  for their though ts 
w ith in  them selves, as lo n g  as they do n o t u tte r o r act upon  
th em .”

T herefore, d ivorce is n o t valid unless it is spoken, except in tw o  
instances:

1. If  he w rites clearly w ith  legible w ritin g  an explicit 
w o rd in g  for a divorce and he in tends it, then  it is valid.
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T here  are tw o  opinions on this m atter, yet the m ajority  
hold that it counts.

2. T he  second scenario w here  the divorce is valid w ith o u t 
b e in g  spoken is the divorce conveyed th ro u g h  sign 
language o f  a m ute husband, i f  it is understood.

• It is perm issible to attach conditions to  the divorce [a 
conditional p ro n o u n cem en t o f  divorce]. T his m eans that 
the divorce only occurs if  som eth ing  is p re s e n t1 or 
absent2, using  ‘if’ o r one o f  its sisters.

For exam ple, if  the husband said:

“If you en ter the house, you are d ivorced .”

Verily, he has m ade the occurrence o f  the divorce 
conditional on  the fulfilm ent o f  the cond ition , w hich  is to 
en ter the hom e. This is a conditional [divorce].

1 [PN] “If you have spoken to Zayd, then you are divorced.” This 
depends upon som ething that has already happened.

2 [PN] “If you speak to Zayd, then you are divorced.” This is dependent 
upon som eth ing that has no t yet happened.
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If Doubt Arises Concerning the Divorce

T h e  in ten t here is d o u b t w ith  regards to  its w o rd in g , o r doub t 
w ith  regards to its n u m b er o r d o u b t w ith  regards to  the 
occurrence o f  its cond ition .

If  the husband is uncerta in  w h e th e r he p ro n o u n ced  divorce 
o r not, then  his w ife is n o t d ivorced solely based upon  this 
because the m arriage is established w ith  certa in ty  and it is no t 
voided th ro u g h  doubt.

If  the husband is uncerta in  w h e th e r the co n d itio n  he 
stipulated for the divorce has transpired o r n o t -  like if  he said, 
“i f  you en te r this hom e, then  you  are d ivorced” -  and he is 
doubtfu l if  she en tered  the hom e o r no t, then  verily she is n o t 
divorced based upo n  doubt. T his is based u p o n  w hat [was 
explained] earlier.

If  the husband is certain  tha t he p ro n o u n ced  divorce, b u t he 
is uncerta in  o f  the n u m b er o f  divorces, then  only  one is 
coun ted  because this is certain  and an y th in g  additional is 
doubtful; and certa in ty  is n o t abandoned  due to  doubt. This 
is a beneficial com prehensive princip le relative to  all rulings.

It is derived from  his statem ent

85



Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

“Leave that w h ich  causes you d oub t for that w hich  
does n o t . ” 1

A dditionally, his saying to  the one w h o  was
certainly in a state o f  purification  yet he was uncertain  
w h eth er som eth ing  occurred  to  nullify it [i.e. his W u d u ] or 
not:

“D o  no t leave the Prayer unless you hear a noise or 
smell an o d o r . ” 2

T here  are also o th er ahadlth.

T his show s the excellence o f  the divine legislation [o f  Islam} 
and its perfection -  and all praise belongs to  Allah.

1 Collected by al-T irm idh i (no. 2523: [4/668]).

2 Agreed upon. Collected by BukharT (no. 137: [1/312]) and Muslim 
(no. 802: [2/272]).
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Guo s s a r y

Ayah: (pi. a y a f)  "sign," a v e rs e  o f th e  Q u r'a n .
Ahad: a n a r ra t io n  w h ich  h as  n o t re a c h e d  th e  level o f 
m u ta w a t ir .
Ahadlth: se e  h a d lth .
'Alayhis-salam: "m ay  A llah ( J \ p r o t e c t  a n d  p re s e rv e  
h im .” It is sa id  a f te r  th e  n a m e  o f a P ro p h e t o f A llah o r  a f te r  
th e  n a m e  o f an  Angel.
Ansar: "h e lp e rs ;"  th e  M uslim s o f a l-M ad ln ah  w h o  s u p p o r te d  
th e  M uslim s w h o  m ig ra te d  from  M akkah.
'Arsh: T h ro n e  o f A llah 
‘Asr: th e  a f te rn o o n  P ray er.
Awliya': se e  W all.

B
Bid'ah: H eresy  (a n y  in n o v a to ry  p ra c tic e ).
Buraq: An a n im a l b ig g e r th a n  a d o n k e y  a n d  sm a lle r  th a n  a 
h o rse  on  w h ich  th e  P ro p h e t ) w e n t  fo r th e
M i'raj.

D

Dal: o n e  en g a g e d  in  d a ’w a h , ca ller. 
Da'aef: "w eak," u n a u th e n tic  n a rra tio n . 
Da’wah: in v ita tio n , call to  A llah ( j ^ ) .

87



Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

Din: a c o m p le te d  w ay  o f life p re s c r ib e d  b y  A llah (Jiy lljG ). 
Dhikr: (pi. a d h k a r )  re m e m b ra n c e  o f A llah w ith  th e
h e a rt, say in g s o f th e  to n g u e  a n d  ac tio n s  o f o u r  lim bs.

Iman: faith , to  affirm  all th a t  w a s  re v e a le d  to  th e  P ro p h e t

Fahish: o n e  w h o  u se s  foul language.
Fard Kifayah: co llec tive  o b lig a tio n  - if fulfilled  by a p a r t  o f th e  
c o m m u n ity  th e n  th e  re s t  a re  n o t o b lig a ted .
Fatwa: (pi. fa ta w a )  re lig io u s v e rd ic ts .
Faqih: A sc h o la r  w h o  can  give re lig io u s  v e rd ic ts .
Fiqh: Islam ic ju r isp ru d e n c e , u n d e rs ta n d in g .
Fitnah: (pi. f i ta ii)  T ria ls, p e rse c u tio n , con flic ts a n d  s trife s . 
Fitrah: th e  n a tu ra l  d isp o s itio n  th a t  o n e  is b o rn  upon .

G
Ghulu: g o ing  to  an  ex trem e .
Ghusl: A ce re m o n ia l b a th  n e c e s sa ry  fo r th e  o n e  w h o  is in  a 
s ta te  o f J a n a  bah.

H
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Hadlth: (pi. a h a d ih ) th e  say ing , a c tio n s  a n d  a p p ro v a ls  
n a r ra te d  from  th e  P ro p h e t <%*)•
Halal: law ful.
Hanlf: p u re  Islam ic  M o n o th e ism  (w o rsh ip p in g  Allah a lo n e  
a n d  n o th in g  e lse).
Haram: u n law fu l a n d  fo rb id d en .
Hasan: fine, good; a te rm  u se d  fo r an  a u th e n tic  h a d l th , w h ich  
d o e s  n o t re a c h  th e  level o f S a h lh .
Haij: killing.
Al-Haruriyyah: an  e sp ec ia lly  u n -o r th o d o x  re lig io u s  s e c t th a t  
b ra n c h e d  off fro m  th e  K h a w a r ij.
Hijrahh: m ig ra tio n  fro m  th e  la n d  o f S h i r k  to  th e  lan d  o f Islam . 
Hukm: a ju d g m e n t o f  legal d ec is io n  (e sp e c ia lly  o f A llah).

I

'Ibadah: w o rsh ip , w o rsh ip  o f  Allah.
Ihsan: w o rsh ip p in g  A llah as  th o u g h  you  se e  Him. H ow ever, 
s in ce  y o u  c a n n o t se e  Him, th e n  k n o w  th a t  He se e s  you.
Ijma': c o n se n su s , a u n ified  o p in io n  o f S ch o la rs  re g a rd in g  a 
c e r ta in  issue .
Ijtihad: e x e rtio n  o f e ffo rt; th e  p ro c e s s  o f  a rr iv in g  a t  a re a s o n e d  
d ec is io n  by  a S ch o la r on  an  issue .
Imam: le a d e rs ; le a d e rs  in  P ra y e r, k n o w le d g e  in h q h ,  le a d e r  o f 
a s ta te .
Isnad: th e  ch a in  o f n a r r a to r s  lin k in g  th e  c o lle c to r  o f th e  say in g  
to  th e  p e rs o n  q u o te d .
Istikharah: a P ra y e r  c o n s is tin g  o f tw o  u n its  ( r a k ’a h ) a sk in g  
Allah fo r gu id an ce .
Istiwa: ascen d in g ; th e  a sc e n d in g  o f  A llah ab o v e  th e  T h ro n e  (in  
th e  m a n n e r  th a t  b e fits  His M ajesty ).
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J
Janabah: s ta te  o f a p e rso n  a f te r  h av in g  sex u a l in te rc o u rs e  o r 
sexual d isch arg e .
Janazah: (jp\. ja n a 'iz ) :  F unera l.
Jihad: striv in g , s tru g g lin g , figh ting  to  m ak e  th e  W o rd  o f Allah 
su p re m e .
Jum'ah: Friday.
Jinn: in v is ib le  c rea tio n , c re a te d  b y  A llah from  sm o k e le ss  fire. 
Junub: a p e rs o n  w h o  is in th e  s ta te  o f  ja n a b a h .

K
Ka'bah: a sq u a re  s to n e  b u ild in g  in a l-M a s jid u I -H a ra m  ( th e  
g re a t  m o sq u e  in M akkah w h ich  M uslim s go to  fo r p ilg rim ag e  
a n d  w h ich  all M uslim s d ire c t  th e ir  face in P ra y e r) .
Al-Kaba'ir: th e  m a jo r sins.
Khariji: (pi. K haw arij)-. th o se  w h o  d e c la re d  th a t  a M uslim  
b e c o m e s  a d isb e lie v e r  d u e  to  co m m ittin g  a m a jo r  s in  a lone . 
Khallfah: (pi. k h u la fa y .  th e  h e a d  o f th e  Islam ic g o v e rn m e n t to  
w h o m  th e  o a th  o f a lleg ian ce  is given.
Khilafah: an  Islam ic s ta te .
Khutbah: (p e rs o n  k h a t lb ) ,  re lig io u s  ta lk  (se rm o n ) .
Kufr: (p e rs o n  k a f ir )  a c t o f d isb e lie f  in th e  R elig ion o f Islam .

M
Madhhab: p o s itio n  o r  o p in io n  o f a Scholar; sch o o l o f Islam ic 
Ju risp ru d e n c e .
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Makruh: n o t a p p ro v e d  of, u n d e s ira b le  from  th e  p o in t  o f v iew  
o f R eligion, a lth o u g h  n o t  p u n is h a b le .
Manhaj: w ay; m e th o d ; m e th o d o lo g y .
Marfu': ra ised ; a n a r ra t io n  a t t r ib u te d  to  th e  P ro p h e t 

) .

Masjid: m o sq u e .
Mawbiqat: g re a t d e s tru c tiv e  sins.
Mudallis: o n e  w h o  p ra c tis e s  ta d lis .
Muhajir: (pi. m u h a jir u n , m u h a j ir ln ) o n e  w h o  m ig ra te d  from  
th e  lan d  o f th e  d isb e lie v e rs  to  th e  la n d  o f th e  M uslim s fo r th e  
sa k e  o f Allah.
Muhaddith: sc h o la r  o f th e  sc ien ce  o f h a d lth .
Mufti: o n e  w h o  g ives fa ta w a .
Mujahid: (pi. m u ja h id u n )- . a M uslim  w a r r io r  in J ih ad .
Mujtahid: on e  w h o  is qu 'A lIfied  to  p a ss  ju d g m e n t u s in g  ij t ih a d . 
Munkar: " re je c te d ;” a n a r ra t io n  w h ic h  is u n -a u th e n tic  itse lf  
a n d  c o n tra d ic ts  a n d  a u th e n tic  n a rra t io n s .
Muqallid: o n e  w h o  p ra c tic e s  ta q lld .
Mushrik: (p i. m u s h r ik u n ) p o ly th e is ts , p a g a n s  a n d
d isb e lie v e rs  in th e  o n e n e ss  o f A llah ( j ^ )  a n d  His M essen g e r

^  ) •
Mustahabb: re c o m m e n d e d ; an  a c tio n  if le ft i t  is n o t 
p u n is h a b le  a n d  if d o n e  it is re w a rd a b le .
Muttaqun: th o s e  w h o  a re  p ious.
Mutawatir: a h a d l th  w h ich  is n a r r a te d  by  a v e ry  la rg e  n u m b e r  
o f n a r ra to r s ,  su ch  th a t  i t  c a n n o t b e  s u p p o r te d  th a t  th e y  all 
a g re e d  u p o n  a lie.
Muwahhid: (pi. m u w a h h id u n ) o n e  w h o  u n ifie s  all o f h is 
w o rsh ip  a n d  d ire c ts  it to  A llah a lone.
Mawdu’: fa b rica ted ; sp u r io u s ; in v e n te d  (n a r ra t io n ) .
Mawquf: s to p p e d ; a n a r ra t io n  from  a C o m p an io n  (n o t  go ing  
b ack  to  th e  P ro p h e t
Mawsul: "co n n ec ted ;"  a c o n tin u o u s  i s n a d  (can  b e  n a r ra te d  
b ack  to  th e  P ro p h e t ( ^ j ^ u s ' j p ) ) .
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N
Nafilah: (pi. n a w a fil )  O p tional p ra c tic e  o f w o rsh ip . 
Niyyah: in te n tio n  from  th e  h e a rt.
Nusuk: a sacrifice.

Q
Qadar: D ivine p re -o rd a in m e n t; th a t  w h ich  A llah h as  o rd a in e d  
fo r h is c rea tio n .
Qiblah: th e  d ire c tio n  th e  M uslim s face d u r in g  P ray er.
Qiyas: ana lo g ica l d e d u c tio n  o f Islam ic  law s. N ew  law s a re  
d e d u c e d  from  o ld  law s b a se d  u p o n  s im ila rity  b e tw e e n  th e ir  
causes.
Qunut: "d e v o tio n ;” a sp ec ia l su p p lic a tio n  w h ile  s ta n d in g  in th e  
P ray er.
Quraysh: o n e  o f th e  g re a te s t  t r ib e s  in A rab ia  in th e  p re -Is lam ic  
p e r io d  o f Ig n o ran ce . T he  P ro p h e t b e lo n g e d  to  th is
tr ib e .

R
Rafidl: th e  c o rre c t title  fo r th e  e x tre m e  ShF'ah. T h o se  w h o  
b e a r  m 'A lIce an d  g ru d g e s  a g a in s t th e  n o b le  C o m p an io n s 

to  th e  e x te n t th a t  th e y  d e c la re  th e m  to  b e  a p o s ta te s . 
T h ey  a lso  ho ld  th a t  th e  Q u r 'a n  w h ich  th e  M uslim s h av e  is 
n e i th e r  c o m p le te  n o r  p re s e rv e d  fro m  c o rru p tio n .
Ramadan: th e  n in th  m o n th  o f Islam ic  c a le n d a r, in w h ich  
M uslim s o b se rv e  fasting .
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s
Sahabah: M uslim s w h o  m e t th e  P ro p h e t b e liev in g
in h im  a n d  d ied  b e liev in g  in him .
Sahlh: a u th e n tic , th e  h ig h e s t ra n k  o f c la ss ifica tio n  o f a u th e n tic  
a h a d lth .
Salaf/Salafus-Salihln: p io u s p re d e c e s s o rs ;  th e  M uslim s o f th e  
f irs t th re e  g e n e ra tio n s : th e  C o m p an io n s, th e  su c c e sso rs  an d  
th e ir  su c c e sso rs .
Salafi: o n e  w h o  a sc r ib e s  o n e se lf  to  th e  s a la fa n d  fo llow s th e ir  
w ay.
SIrah: th e  life s to ry  o f th e  P ro p h e t 
Shari’ah: th e  d iv in e  code o f  law  o f Islam .
Shawwal: th e  m o n th  a f te r  R a m a d a n .
Shaytan: S'A tan
Shfah: (se e  R a fid i) a co llec tive  n a m e  fo r v a r io u s  se c ts  
c la im in g  love fo r A h lu l - B a y t
Shirk: a sso c ia tin g  p a r tn e r s  w ith  A llah d ire c tly  o r  in d irec tly ; 
c o m p ro m is in g  an y  a sp e c ts  o f T a w h ld .
Surah: a c h a p te r  o f th e  Q u r 'a n
Sunnah : "exam ple , p rac tice ;"  th e  w a y  o f life o f th e  P ro p h e t 
( ^ j 4 co n s is tin g  o f h is  w o rd s , a c tio n s  a n d  s ile n t 
ap p ro v a ls . T he S u n n a h  is c o n ta in e d  in v a r io u s  a h a d lth .

abiT: (pi. t a b i ’In ) th e  g e n e ra tio n  th a t  cam e a f te r  th e  
D m panions o f th e  P ro p h e t 
afslr: e x p la n a tio n  o f th e  Q ur'an .

93



Divorce: Its Reasons and Its Cures

Taghut: a n y th in g  w o rsh ip e d  o th e r  th a n  th e  rea l God (A llah) 
(i.e. false d e itie s ) .
Tahajjud: v o lu n ta ry , re c o m m e n d e d  P ra y e r  b e tw e e n  th e  
c o m p u lso ry  p ra y e rs  o f ' I s h a 'a n d  Fajr.
Takhrij: to  re fe re n c e  a h a d l th  to  its  so u rc e s  a n d  an a ly ze  its 
\sn a d s .
Taqlld: b lin d  fo llow ing; to  fo llow  so m e o n e 's  o p in io n  
( m a d h h a b )  w ith o u t ev idence .
Taqwa: ac tin g  in o b e d ie n c e  to  A llah, h o p in g  fo r His m ercy  
u p o n  lig h t from  Him  a n d  ta q w a  is leav in g  ac ts  o f 
d iso b ed ien ce , o u t o f fea r o f Him, u p o n  lig h t fro m  Him. 
Tarjamah: n o te s  a b o u t a r e p o r te r  o f h a d lth .
Tawwaf: th e  c irc u m a m b u la tio n  o f th e  K a cbah.
Tawhld: Islam ic M ono theism . T he O n en ess  o f  Allah. B elieving 
a n d  ac tin g  u p o n  His L ordsh ip , His r ig h ts  o f W o rsh ip  a n d  
N am es a n d  A ttrib u te s .

u
Uhud: A w e ll-k n o w n  m o u n ta in  in a l-M ad lnah . O ne o f th e  
g re a te s t  b a tt le s  in Islam ic h is to ry  cam e a t  its  foot. T his is 
ca lled  G h a zw a h  U hud.
'Ulama': (s in g u la r: ’a lim )  sch o la rs .
Um m : m o th e r  of, u se d  as an  id en tifica tio n .
Ummah [nation]: "nation", th e  M uslim s as  a w hole .
'Umrah: a v is it to  M akkah d u rin g  w h ich  o n e  p e rfo rm s  th e  
t a w w a f  a ro u n d  th e  K a ‘b a h  a n d  th e  S a ' /b e tw e e n  a s -S a fa  a n d  
a l-M a rw a h . It is ca lled  th e  le s s e r  Hajj.
Usui: th e  fu n d a m e n ta ls .

w
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Wahyi: th e  re v e la tio n  o r  in sp ira t io n  o f A llah to  His P ro p h e ts . 
Wahdatul-Wujud: th e  b e lie f  th a t  e v e ry th in g  in ex is te n c e  is 
in fac t A llah. T his d e v ia n t b e lie f  is h e ld  by  m a n y  S u fis .
Wakfl: d is p o s e r  o f a ffa irs.
Witr: "o d d ;” th e  la s t P ra y e r  a t  th e  n igh t, w h ich  c o n s is ts  o f o dd  
n u m b e r  o f r a k a ’a t (u n its ) .
Wallmah: th e  w e d d in g  feast.
Wasilah: th e  m e a n s  o f a p p ro a c h  o r  ach iev in g  His c lo se n e ss  to  
A llah b y  g e ttin g  His favours.
Wudu': an  a b lu tio n  ( r i tu a l  w a sh in g )  th a t  is p e rfo rm e d  b e fo re  
P ra y e r  a n d  o th e r  k in d s  o f w o rsh ip .

Y
Yaqln: p e rfe c t a b so lu te  faith .
Yathrib: o n e  o f th e  n a m e s  o f a l-M ad lnah .

Z
Zakat: c h a r ity  th a t  is o b lig a to ry  on  e v e ry o n e  w h o  h as  w e a lth  
o v e r  a n d  ab o v e  a c e r ta in  lim it o v e r  w h ich  a y e a r  h as  p a sse d  
(2 .5 %  o f sa v ed  w e a lth ) .
Zakatul-Fitr: an  o b lig a to ry  c h a r ity  b y  th e  M uslim s to  b e  g iven  
to  th e  p o o r  b e fo re  th e  P ra y e r  o f 'Idu l-F itr .
Zamzam: th e  s a c re d  w a te r  in s id e  th e  h a r a m  ( th e  g ra n d  
m o sq u e ) a t  M akkah.
Zanadiqah: a th e is ts , h e re tic s .
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Our Call to the Um mah

[1]: W e  believe in  A llah and  H is N am es an d  A ttrib u tes, as th ey  
w ere  m e n tio n e d  in  the  B ook  o f  A llah and  in  th e  S u n n a h  o f  the  
M essenger o f  Allah (j*$£), w ith o u t ta hrij (d isto rtion), n o r  ta 'm l  
(figurative  in te rp re ta tio n ), n o r  ta m th il (m ak in g  a likeness), n o r  
tashbih  (resem blance), n o r  ta 'til (denial).

[2 ]: W e  love the  C o m p a n io n s  o f  th e  M essenger o f  
Allaah ( ^ j ^ i i j t ^ ) ,  and  w e  hate  those w h o  speak against th em . 
W e  believe th a t to  speak ill o f  th e m  is to  speak ill o f  the  
R elig ion , because th ey  are th e  ones w h o  co n v ey ed  it to  us. A nd 
w e  love th e  Fam ily o f  th e  P ro p h e t (^ j^ ic iiiJ^ )  w ith  love th a t 
is p e rm itted  by  th e  SharTah.

[}]: W e  love th e  People o f  H a d ith  an d  all o f  th e  S a la f o f  the  
U m m a h  from  A id  a l-S u n n a h . Im am  a l-S hatib ! (d-7 9 o H ) -  
-  said, “T h e  S a la f a l-S a lih , the  C o m p a n io n s , th e  tahi in and  
th e ir  successors k n e w  th e  Q ur'an , its sciences an d  its m ean in g s 
the  b est.”

U ]: W e  despise ‘i/m a l-h a la m  (k n o w led g e  o f  theo log ica l 
rhe to ric ), and  w e  v iew  it to  be from  am o n g s t th e  g rea tes t 
reasons fo r th e  d iv ision  in  th e  U m m a h .

[>]: W e  do  n o t accep t a n y th in g  fro m  th e  bo o k s o f  fiqh  
(ju risp rudence), n o r  from  th e  books o f  ta fsir  (exp lanation  o f  the  
Q ur'an), n o r  from  the a n c ien t stories, n o r  fro m  the Sirah  
(b iog raphy) o f  th e  P ro p h e t ( ^ j ^ ^ l p ) .  ex cep t th a t w h ic h  has 
b een  co n firm ed  from  Allah o r from  H is M essenger 
(dU LjU cC ^). W e  do  n o t m ean  th a t w e  have re jec ted  th em , n o r
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do  w e  claim  th a t w e  are n o t in  n eed  o f  th em . R ather, w e 
b en efit from  th e  discoveries o f  o u r  Scholars an d  th e  ju ris ts  and  
o th e r  th an  th em . H o w ev er, w e  do  n o t accep t a ru lin g , ex cep t 
w ith  an au th e n tic  p roof.

[6 ] : W e  do  n o t w rite  in o u r  books, n o r  do  w e  co v er in o u r  
lessons, n o r  do  w e  g ive serm ons w ith  a n y th in g  ex cep t the  
Q u r'a n , o r  th e  au th e n tic  and  a u th o rita tiv e  hadlth . A nd  w e detest 
w h a t em anates from  m an y  b o o k s and  ad m o n ish ers in  te rm s o f  
false stories and  w eak  and  fab rica ted  ahadith .

H :  W e  do  n o t p e rfo rm  tah fir  u p o n  any  M uslim  due  to  any  
sin, ex cep t S h irk  w ith  A llah, o r th e  a b a n d o n m e n t o f  P rayer, o r 
apostasy. W e  seek refuge  in  Allah fro m  tha t.

[8 ] : W e  believe th a t th e  Q u r'an  is th e  Speech o f  A llah, it is n o t 
created .

M :  W e  ho ld  th a t o u r  ‘o b lig a tio n  is to  c o -o p e ra te  w ith  the  
g ro u p  th a t traverses th e  m e th o d o lo g y  o f  th e  B o o k  an d  the 
S u n n a h , and  w h a t the  S a la f  o f  th e  U m m a h  w ere  u p o n ; in  term s 
o f  ca lling  to  A llah and  b e in g  sincere  in  w o rsh ip  o f
H im , and  w a rn in g  from  S h irk , in n o v a tio n s , an d  d isobed ience , 
and  to  advise all o f  th e  g ro u p s th a t oppose th is .’ ‘So c o ­
o p e ra tin g  u p o n  rig h teo u sn ess and  p ie ty  (taqw a) an d  m u tu a l 
adv ising  necessitates w a rn in g  ag a in st evil an d  n o t c o ­
o p e ra tin g  w ith  th e  w ic k e d .’

[1 0 ]: W e  do  n o t deem  it co rre c t to  revo lt against th e  M uslim  
rulers as lo n g  as th ey  are M uslim s, n o r  d o  w e  feel th a t
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rev o lu tio n s b r in g  a b o u t reco n cilia tio n . R a th er, th ey  c o rru p t 
the  c o m m u n ity .

[n]=  W e  hold  th a t this m u ltip lic ity  o f  p resen t day  parties is a 
reason fo r th e  d iv ision  o f  the  M uslim s and  th e ir  w eakness. So 
th ere fo re  w e  set a b o u t ‘free in g  th e  m in d s fro m  th e  fetters o f  
b lin d -fo llo w in g  an d  th e  darkness o f  sectarian ism  and  p a rty  
sp irit.’

[1 2 ]: W e  restric t o u r u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  B o o k  o f  Allah and  
o f  th e  S u n n a h  o f  th e  M essenger o f  A llah to  the
u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  the  S a la f  o f  th e  U m tn a h  fro m  th e  Scholars o f  
hadlth, n o t th e  b lin d -fo llo w ers  o f  th e ir  ind iv iduals. R ather, w e 
take th e  tru th  from  w h e re v e r it com es. A n d  w e  k n o w  tha t 
th ere  are those w h o  claim  Sa la fiya h , y e t S a la fiya h  is free from  
th em , since th ey  b r in g  to  th e  society  w h a t A llah has 
p ro h ib ited . W e  believe in ‘c u ltiv a tin g  th e  y o u n g  g e n e ra tio n  
u p o n  this Islam, pu rified  from  all th a t w e  have m en tio n e d , 
g iv in g  to  th em  a c o rrec t Islam ic ed u ca tio n  fro m  th e  start -  
w ith o u t an y  in fluence  from  th e  d isb e liev in g  w este rn  
e d u c a tio n .’

[ n ] :  W e  believe th a t po litics is a p a rt o f  th e  R elig io n , and  those 
w h o  try  to  separate the  R elig io n  fro m  politics are o n ly  
a tte m p tin g  to  destroy  the  R elig ion  an d  to  spread chaos.

[ u ] :  W e  believe th e re  w ill be n o  h o n o r  o r v ic to ry  for the  
M uslim s u n til th ey  re tu rn  to  th e  B o o k  o f  A llah and  to  the
S u n n a h  o f  the  M essenger o f  A llah ( ^ j 4jfeS5i |p ) .
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[ is ] : W e  oppose those w h o  d iv ide th e  R e lig io n  in to  triv ialities 
an d  im p o rta n t issues. A n d  w e  k n o w  th a t th is is a d estructive  
D a  wah.

[1 6 ]: W e  oppose those w h o  p u t d o w n  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  the 
S u n n a h , and  say th a t th is is n o t  th e  tim e  fo r it. L ikew ise, w e 
oppose those w h o  p u t d o w n  a c tin g  u p o n  th e  S u n n a h  o f  the  
M essenger o f  A llah

[1 7 ]: O u r  D a  w ah  an d  o u r  'A q id a h  is m o re  b e loved  to  us th an  
o u r o w n  selves, o u r  w ealth  an d  o u r  o ffsp ring . So w e are n o t 
p rep ared  to  p a rt w ith  it fo r g o ld , n o r  silver. W e  say th is so th a t 
n o  o n e  m ay  have h o p e  in  b u y in g  o u t o u r  D a 'w a h , n o r  shou ld  
he th in k  th a t it is possible fo r h im  to  pu rchase  it fro m  us for 
dinar o r  dirham .

[18 ]: W e  love th e  p re sen t day  Scholars o f  th e  S u n n a h  and  h ope  
to  b en efit fro m  th e m  and  re g re t th e  passing  aw ay  o f  m an y  o f  
th em . Im am  M alik  said (d .i7 9 H ) -  “T h e  k n o w le d g e  o f
hadith  is y o u r  flesh and  b lo o d  and  y o u  w ill be asked c o n c e rn in g  
it o n  th e  D ay  o f  J u d g m e n t, so lo o k  w h o  y o u  are ta k in g  it 
fro m .”

[iQ]: W e  do  n o t accep t a fa tw a  ex cep t from  th e  B o o k  o f  A llah 
and  th e  S u n n a h  o f  th e  M essen g er o f  A llah

T hese  are g lim pses in to  o u r  A q id a h  and  o u r  D a  w ah. So if  one  
has any  o b jec tio n  to  this, th e n  w e are p rep ared  to  accep t advice 
i f  it is tru th fu l, an d  to  refu te  it i f  it is e rro n eo u s, and  to  avo id  it 
i f  it is s tu b b o rn  re jec tio n . A n d  Allah k n o w s best.
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