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TRANSLITERATION TABLE
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Arabic Symbols & their meanings

May Allah preserve him

May Allah be pleased with
him (i.e., a male companion of
the Prophet Muhammad)

Glorified & Exalted is Allah

(Allah) the Mighty & Sublime

(Allah) the Blessed & Exalted

(Allah) the Sublime & Exalted

May Allah send Blessings &
Safety upon him (ie, a
Prophet or Messenger)
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May Allah send Blessings &
Safety upon him and his
family (i.e., Du'a sent when
mentioning the Prophet
Muhammad)

May Allah have mercy on him

May Allah be pleased with

them (i.e., Du'a made for the
Companions of the Prophet
Muhammad)

(Allah) His Majesty is Exalted

May Allah be pleased with her
(i.e., a female companion of
the Prophet Muhammad)
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FIRST LESSON

Indeed, all praise belongs to Allah. We seek his aid, his
forgiveness, and we repent to Allah. We seek refuge with
Allah from the wickedness of our souls as well as the evil
consequences of our deeds. Whomever Allah guides
none can mislead him and whomever Allah misguides
no one can guide him.

I openly testify that none has the right to be worshiped
in truth except Allah alone. I also testify that Muhammad
is Allah's servant and final messenger. May Allah raise
his rank and grant him, his family, and all of his
Companions peace. O Allah! We only possess
knowledge which you have given to us. O Allah! Grant
us knowledge which will benefit us and increase us in it.

To proceed:



EXPLANATION OF THE HADITH: WHEN ALLAH WANTS
GOOD FOR A PERSON HE BESTOWS ON HIM FIQH OF HE

RELIGION
Sahih al-Bukhari and Muslim authentically report the
Hadith of Mu'awiyah in which the Prophet

& &) said,

AT —ji o*

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."”

This tremendous demonstrates clearly the great status of
Figh in the Religion. The person who busies himself with
this great matter and has taken significant concern for it
is among the signs that Allah Q&&) wants good for his

servant.

Allah wanting as mentioned in the Hadith refers to His

divine decree and universal will,

>4 ijj &>

'‘When Allah wants good for a person.”

Meaning, through Allah's universal and divine decree
He grants his servant Figh, causes the servant to find
pleasure in being busy with learning the Religion.
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The word, "good" is mentioned in an indefinite form (in
Arabic) to attach a level of importance and clarify the
abundance of good to whomever Allah bestows
Figh of the religion which by it is a means for one's
victory and success. The servant finding happiness in
having Figh of the religion, devoting oneself to it,
regularly attending the sittings of knowledge, being
delighted with reading the books from the people of
knowledge, also studying and memorizing is among the
signs of good for the servant.

The servant should set aside a portion of his day for
seeking knowledge. An avenue in which he acquires
knowledge is that he doesn't let a day pass by without
obtaining it. Doing this should be among the objectives
that the Muslim strives for daily and is serious about
acquiring beneficial knowledge. Rather this is the most
significant objective the Muslim seeks and strives for its
obtainment.

Dear distinguished brothers in Islam, we need to study
this matter in the field of propagating Allah's religion.
Our Prophet use to supplicate every day after
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Salah Fajr as authentically reported in the Hadith of
Umm Salamah in which the Prophet

"O Allah, I ask You for beneficial knowledge,
goodly provision, and acceptable deeds."”

In another wording the Prophet mentions,

"And whoever does righteous deeds."

This Hadith was collected by Imam ’Ahmad, Ibn Majah,
as well as others; it was declared Sahih. This is a
tremendous supplication which the Prophet

started with every day. In the morning, he will begin this
supplication with asking for beneficial knowledge.

He would give precedence to knowledge over goodly
provisions and acceptable deeds. Hence, starting with a
specific matter demonstrates its significance. These three
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matters which the Prophet Jp) gathered in this
blessed supplication, in reality, is the daily objective of
the Muslim. Hence, the Muslim's daily actualization of
these three objectives consist of these three objectives and
acquiring them:

Beneficial knowledge
Goodly provisions
Acceptable deeds

There doesn't exist a fourth objective outside of these
mentioned. The Prophet gathered the
Muslim's goals within this tremendous supplication and
brought it in the first part of the day to seek assistance
from Allah (j~ ), supplicate to Him for aid and success

in actualizing these goals and its attainment.

Therefore, if Allah doesn't grant aid to his
servant it is not possible for him to achieve anything. So,
based upon this we mentioned earlier in the Hadith of
Mu'awiyah, "When Allah wants good for a person He
bestows on him Figh of the Religion” that when Allah
doesn't grant his servant aid, success, and direction to the
correct path one will be incapable of achieving these
great objectives.
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Itis imperative that the Muslim upon completing the Fajr
prayer and performing the legislated remembrances
done after every prayer like seeking forgiveness thrice
and saying,

( 1 JW IUUcSjls tfrUl oll $\

"Allahumma Antas-Salamu, wa minkas-Salamu,
Tabarakta ya Dhal-Jalali wal-lkram. (O Allah!
You are the Bestower of security and security
comes from You; Blessed are You. O Possessor of
glory and honor).”

Also making Tahlil (saying La ilaha ilia Allah) and Tasbih
(saying Subhanallah) thirty-three times; making Takbeer
(saying Allah Akbar) thirty-three times; as well as Tamhid
(saying al-hamdulillah) thirty-three times. Making it one
hundred with saying the statement of Tawhld (La ilaha
ilia Allah). Then reciting Ayatul Kursi, Surah Ikhlaas,
Surah Falag, and Surah Nas like the Prophet

would do after the five daily prayers.

The Prophet (“Lj~i%”) would say the aforementioned
supplication after these legislated remembrances. The
Prophet would also perform the legislated
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remembrance required for the Muslim to say after the
daily prayers as well as after Fajr. The Muslim beginning
his day with this is excellent devotion to Allah (

resorting to Him, seeking aid and success that He makes
easy these great objectives:

Beneficial knowledge
Goodly provisions
Acceptable deeds

The Prophet starting this supplication with
beneficial knowledge entails that the servant can only
distinguish goodly provisions from bad provisions and
goodly deeds from bad deeds with beneficial knowledge.
Therefore, beneficial knowledge is brightness and light
for its carrier in which he is guided through levels of
darkness. He is able to distinguish truth from falsehood,
guidance from error, permissible from impermissible,
and Sunnah from innovation.

All of these matters are only possible for the servant to
distinguish with beneficial knowledge. This is the same
beneficial knowledge that is derived from the Book of
Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet

Therefore, Allah (3ZjE\£~L) granting the servant success
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and finding pleasure in the acquisition of beneficial
knowledge and having devotion towards it are among
the signs that Allah wants good for His

servant.

The Prophet said,

AAN I 4 il 2§

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."”

What can be understood from the statement "Figh of the
Religion" is from two aspects:

Figh al-Akbar which is matters of Aqidah
And Figh al-Asghar which is matters of rulings

Figh of the Religion is not exclusive to knowing rulings;
rather, it primarily deals with matters of ‘Aqidah which
are the foundation of the religion and its support.
Therefore, learning the foundations and principles of
Tman like belief in Allah, His Messengers, His Angels,
His Books, and so forth are from the foundations of
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Iman. All of these matters fall under Figh of the Religion
and is the foundation on which the religion is built upon.

In the well-known Hadith of Jibril when he asked the
Prophet iijp) about Islam he (the Prophet)
mentioned the outward legislated matters of Islam such
as the two testimonies of faith, the Salah, fasting, Zakat,
and Hajj. Yet when lJibril asked him about iman, the
Prophet mentioned the inward matters of Agldah which
are in the heart. They are tremendous foundations of
Iman that are the belief in Allah, His Angels, His books,
His Messengers, the Last Day, and the beliefin the Divine
decree (the good and the bad).

At the end of the Hadith, the Prophet said,

"This was Jibril who came to teach you all your
religion.”

Thus, it can be understood that the religion of Islam is
derived from its outward legislation such as the Salah,
fasting, and so on from the various legislated acts. It is
also derived from matters of Agqgldah which are in the
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heart such as belief in Allah, the books, the Messengers,
the Last Day, and belief in the Divine Decree —the good
and bad of it.

So, being occupied with studying matters of 'Agidah and
learning about the foundations of ‘Iman are from having
Figh of the Religion which is the building blocks of having
Figh of Allah's religion and is founded upon that.

For instance, if the servant was busy himself with deeds
and concerned himself with acts of worship without
having the correct Agidah in which the religion is
established upon then indeed his deeds are not deserving
acknowledgment before Allah.

Allah ( says,

"And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives
for it, with the necessary effort due for it (i.e., do
righteous deeds of Allah's Obedience) while he is
a believer." [Surah al-Israa 17:19]
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Here it is must to have the correct 'Agidah and
foundations of Iman. Allah continues in the same verse,

"while he is a believer (in the Oneness of Allah
Islamic Monotheism), then such are the ones
whose striving shall be appreciated, thanked and
rewarded (by Allah)." [Surah al-Israa 17:19]

Meaning, that Allah is pleased and accepts it.
Allah says in another verse,

"And whosoever disbelieves in the Oneness of
Allah and in all the other Articles of Faith [i.e., His
(Allah's), Angels, His Holy Books, His
Messengers, the Day of Resurrection andAZ-
Qadar (Divine Preordainments)], then fruitless is
his work, and in the Hereafter, he will be among
the losers.” [Surah al-Md idah 5:5]
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Therefore, deeds will not be accepted, pleased with, nor
deserving acknowledgment before Allah unless it is
established upon the correct Agidah and sound 'Iman
derived from the book of Allah and the

Sunnah of His Messenger

The Prophet's statement, "When Allah wants good for a

person He bestows on him Figh of the Religion”

includes in this primarily for its study of Agidah,

Tawhid, and fundamental principles of Iman. Thus, the

servant being concerned with these matters is from Allah
wanting good for him.

The matter of Aqidah as it relates to Iman and the
religion is similar to the root of a tree and pillars of a
building. Similarly speaking trees cannot be built upon
anything except its roots and buildings cannot stand
upon anything except its pillars, this religion cannot be
established upon anything except the pillars of Iman
which are matters of Agqidah that the heart of the true
believer has embraced, his heart is filled with it
Afterward, the believer's limbs are adorned with
righteous deeds in accordance with the righteousness of
his heart just as the Prophet said,
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CLBUUS i} jILil A~ (jjj Sit
Jiit cAjSi jji-

"Beware, in the body, there is a piece of flesh; if it
is sound, the whole body is sound, and if it is
corrupt the whole body is corrupt, and hearken it
is the heart."1

So, when the inside is filled and becomes sound with
‘iman, then the limbs will follow. The Prophet
(fi&ky&2AdR) said,

tfUjt Q

"Ammar's heart overflows with Iman up to the
top of his bones."2

Meaning, it overflowed up to his fingertips which filled
up from the inside. So, when ’Iman fills the heart and the
inside of the person the limbs will follow.

1Sahih Muslim No. (1599).
2Sunan an-Nasa'i No. (5007).
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Figh of the Religion of Allah includes
primarily the understanding of Aqgldah and matters of
““iman which correct the inside of the person. Outward
righteousness only is not what was intended here rather
it is a must that the inside (of the person) is sound and
upright upon correct belief in Allah and what He has
ordered His servants with. Thus, this ‘iman, which his
heart has embraced, becomes the focal point and pillar in
which the establishment of the religion is built upon.

The statement, "He bestows on him Figh of the
Religion" is inclusive to learning and studying Islamic
rulings, Islamic legislation, and acts of worship which
Allah (dliyXWLi) orders His servant with. This statement
is also inclusive to, after matters of Agqidah, the five
building blocks of Islam which he (fd~;A”wL) mention
in the Hadith of Ibn Umar ( ) ,

"Islam has been built on five [pillars]: testifying
that there is no deity worthy of worship except
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
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Allah, establishing the Salah (prayer), paying the
Zakat (obligatory charity), fasting in Ramadan,
and making the Hajj (pilgrimage) to the House."3

The Prophet called these five "the building

blocks of Islam" as he said,

"Islam has been built on five [pillars]”

So, having Figh (understanding) of these is from having
Figh of the Religion. Rather, they are from the greatest
matters of having Figh of Allah's religion.

Afterward are other actions of the religion and learning
about the lawful and impermissible acts (i.e., Halal and
Haram). Then after that Figh of the Religion is inclusive
of learning about Raghaib (aspiring supererogatory
deeds), Sunan acts, and recommendable acts one
gradually seeking these, obtaining them, and gaining
Figh concerning them.

3Sahih al-Bukhari No. (8).
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Therefore, the Agidah is the foundation in which the
religion is built upon then there are the five building
blocks followed up by learning and studying about the
Halal and the Haram as mentioned in the Hadith,

CIILA] 4(jU iaC~29

PG :VS 1%L\ j L\ ‘IZ1 iUS jc- °4 Pj p\ji\

"A man questioned the Messenger of Allah (peace
and blessings of Allah be upon him) and said, "Do
you think that if | perform the obligatory prayers,
fast in Ramadhan, treat as lawful that which is
halal, and treat as forbidden that which is haram,
and do not increase upon that [in voluntary good
deeds], then I shall enter Paradise?" He (peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him) replied, "Yes."4

When the person learns the Agqidah and devotes his
attention towards it, learns the building blocks of Islam
afterward learns the Halal and Haram then moves to the
area of learning the Raghaib, recommendable acts, and

4Sahih Muslim No. (15).
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Sunan moving upon this blessed path and devotes
himself to seeking it and acquiring it this is a clear sign
that Allah ($iij2\£LL) wants good for him.

The scholars have said that the opposite
understanding can be applied to this Hadlth. Whoever
has not been granted success to seek knowledge, and the
desire to acquire it has not been placed in his heart are
among the signs that Allah doesn't want good for him.
This is because when Allah wants good for a person, He
bestows on him Figh of the Religion and success to
understand it.

Hence, the opposite understanding (of the Hadlth) is that
whoever's heart is not devoted to seeking knowledge
and acquiring it are among the signs that Allah doesn't
want good for him. So, based upon this, it is necessary
that the servant increase his aspiration during his days in
begging His Lord to grant him knowledge,
success, ease in his heart, and give one refuge from his
soul and the Shaytan. All of this so that he will feel
happiness and become devoted towards seeking
knowledge. One should take a small portion of his day
for acquiring knowledge; and he should aspire not to let
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the day end unless he has acquired something of
knowledge, whether it is a little or a lot.

One should take a portion of his day because this is
among the foremost goals of the Muslim throughout his
day. The Prophet said,

dt difd ji

"O Allah, I ask You for knowledge."

The first thing that the Prophet asked for in his day was
this,

dL\

"O Allah, I ask You for beneficial knowledge."

Since it is not befitting or appropriate to let the day end
without having gained some portion of knowledge
because by doing so he has lost out on a tremendous goal
and objective in one's day. Rather it is the foremost goal
throughout one's day as made clear in the supplication
of the Noble Prophet ({$3
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The scholars of Islam have also mentioned that this
Hadlth, the Hadlth of Mu'awiyah, contains another
meaning. His statement (p3\yS™\4.c),

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion.”

What is intended by 'Figh of the Religion' here is the Figh
(understanding) that requires implementation. The
person who seeks it (Figh) is a person who intends on
implementing it.

As for the one who seeks knowledge to increase in what
he has memorized and boast among his brothers to earn
praise and so forth this isn't inclusive of the statement,

AN LA jdd

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion.”

Even if his memorization, knowledge, and acquiring
knowledge increases this still is not inclusive to this

28 |Page



EXPLANATION OF THE HADITH: WHEN ALLAH WANTS

GOOD FOR A PERSON HE BESTOWS ON HIM FIQH OF HE
RELIGION

Hadith in which Allah wants good for him.

Because this knowledge and these memorized texts
which he obtained are in reality a proof against him not

for him. The Prophet said,

"and the Qur an is a proof either for you or against

you."5

And he said,

"Allah raises some people (in status) because of
this Qur’an and brings others low because of it."6

It is mentioned on the authority of Qatadah who

said,

5Sahih Muslim No. (223).
6Sahih Muslim No. (9).
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"Anyone who sits to learn this Qur’an—meaning
recites this Qur’an—will either be increased by or
debased by it."

The one which is increased by it is the one who
contemplates over it and aspires to implement these
verses, admonitions, commands, and prohibitions
otherwise there is no benefit in him reciting (for
example),

"O you who believe! Avoid many suspicions.
Indeed some suspicions are sins. And spy not,
neither backbite one another.” [Surah al-Hujuraat
49:12]

Al-Hasan al-Basri (iusU> said,

"The Qur an was revealed to be implemented so
the people should recite it to implement it."

Ibn al-Jawzi said,
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"The meaning of 'the people should recite it to
implement it' is that they should busy themselves
with reading it only.”

What is meant here is that reading the letters only. As for
the contemplating over it, comprehending its meanings,
and implementing what is understood from it is
something that those people weren't concerned with and
this isn't among the signs that Allah wants good for His

servant.

Rather what Allah says is,

"(This is) a Book (the Qur an) which We have sent
down to you, full of blessings that they may
ponder over its Verses, and that men of
understanding may remember." [Siirah S ad 38:29]

So, based on this one should direct his seeking
knowledge towards implementing that knowledge. His
intention should be well-established within his heart for
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that purpose. It should even be the case when learning
the Sunan and recommended acts. He should aspire to

implement these matters.

Some of the Salaf, one of them was Qays al-Mulai (Life;)

said,

"When you hear a Hadith implement it even if it is
once so that you become of its people who perform
these deeds."”

What is intended by his statement is the Ahadith as it
pertains to the Sunan, Raghd ib, and recommended acts.
He stated, "implement it even if it is once" so that you
become among the people who perform these deeds.

As for the Ahadith as it pertains to the religious duties,
obligations, and those that forbid from the unlawful then
these must be implemented on a continuous basis in
order for one to become among those people who
perform these deeds. As it pertains to those ahadith to
just implement it once, rather it is imperative to be
consistent. As for the Sunan acts which are
recommended one should aspire to seek knowledge
concerning it with the intention in one's heart of
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implementing it until he becomes among those carry out
these ahadith and Sunan acts reported from the
Messenger of Allah

Hence, the what is intended by the Prophet's statement,
"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows on
him Figh of the Religion" this occurs when one seeks
knowledge which necessitates implementation. This is a
stipulation for Allah wanting good for His servant and
not a cause (for that good) as Ibn al-Qayyim EMBN
mentioned. That is because one of the other conditions
for Allah wanting good for His servant is being granted
Figh of the Religion. Meaning that it is not possible for
the servant to carry out deeds of the religion without
having Figh (understanding). So, if he acquires Figh (of
the Religion) then he also has acquired one of the
conditions for his deeds being accepted; and if he
implements it, he will be rewarded, and if he doesn't
implement it, he will not achieve anything. Therefore,
merely having knowledge alone isn't inclusive to the
Prophet's (Nj*£i%i>) statement,
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"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."”

Just having knowledge and sitting in the circles of
knowledge are not inclusive to the Prophet's

statement. Not until this knowledge is followed up with
implementation; that the person who seeks knowledge
and acquires it aims to carry it out otherwise this
knowledge with this type of person is like a loan that will
leave him one day and he didn't gain any benefit from it.
Or it is like a loan that remains with him for a time, and
he didn't benefit from it. Rather, the one who benefits is
he who implements the knowledge which he acquired
and strove diligently for hence he becomes among the
people of this Hadith,

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."”

The Hadith of Abu Barzah al-Aslaml mentions
that the Prophet said,
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jc j #1171 LL* OjLec. JU i JL>-illlidl ~  jIx- d ~
je-jalL,l 1Lyl 1jJ du Jii U-J ANc.
#Sufiij

"The feet of the slave of Allah shall not move [on
the Day of Resurrection] until he is asked about
five things: about his life and what he did with it,
about his knowledge and what he did with it,
about his wealth and how he earned it and where
he spent it on, about his body and for what did he
wear it out."7

These five questions will be asked to the servant on the
Day of Resurrection. A question about one's life, another
about his body, two questions about his wealth, and one
guestion about his knowledge. The feet of the servant
shall not move on the Day of Resurrection until he is
asked about these five matters.

Therefore, what is alluded to in this Hadith is that the
goal and purpose of knowledge is implementation. This
is the reason why the servant will be asked on the Day of

7 At-Tirmidhi No. (407).
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Resurrection about his knowledge and what he did with
it. Thus, the purpose of knowledge is an implementation
(of that knowledge). 'Ali ibn Abu Talib said,

1A i jofa

"Knowledge calls out for implementation. When
it is responded to it will remain otherwise it will
leave.”

Like mentioned in this previous statement it is a loan that
will leave a person without being benefited by. In some
cases, some people will take benefit of knowledge more
so than the one teaching it. Mutarrif ibn Abdullah bin
ash-Shakhir said in his supplication that is mentioned in
the book az-Znhd by Imam Ahmad,

J* u, mi j

"O Allah! Don't cause others to benefit from what
| learned more than me."

Ibn  Taymiyyah said concerning the

aforementioned statement,
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"This is among the most comprehensive or greatest
supplications.”

Others will benefit from your knowledge if they
implement it and you don't. Based upon this, a great
calamity to befall a person is when he increases in
knowledge, yet he doesn't give that same concern in
implementing it. He increases in knowledge, teaching,
commanding the good, and forbidding the evil yet
doesn't give concern in implementing it.

In Imam Ahmad's Musnad, the Hadith of Anas

mentions that the Prophet said,

"l saw on the night I made the ascension a people
whose lips were being cut off by scissors from the
Hellfire. So, | said, 'O Jibril, who are these
individuals? He said, 'They are the preachers of
your Ummah/ They order the people with good,
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and they forget to do the good while they are
reciting the Book —do they not have sense."8

Al-Bukharl and Muslim reported the Hadith of Usamah
(LaALsA) that the Prophet said,

"A man will be brought on the Day of
Resurrection and thrown in the (Hell) Fire so that
his intestines will come out, and he will go around
like a donkey goes around a millstone. The people
of (Hell) Fire will gather around him and say: O
so-and-so! What is wrong with you? Didn't you
use to order us to do good deeds and forbid us to
do bad deeds? He will reply: Yes, | used to order
you to do good deeds, but I did not do them

8 Collected by Ibn Abi ad-Dunya. Shaykh al-Albani (iifcftj) graded it to
be Sahih in his book Sahih at-Targhib zua at-Tarhib No. (2327).
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myself, and | used to forbid you to do bad deeds,
yet | used to do them myself."9

We ask Allah for well-being and safety from that. For this
reason, it is incumbent upon the layman as well as the
student of knowledge to make efforts towards getting
accustomed to implementation (of knowledge). One's
concern should be directed to implementing knowledge.
It shouldn't be just for acquiring knowledge and
listening to it. Because just listening to knowledge
without having the concern for acquiring it is only a
means for increasing proofs against the servant.

The Salaf attained a high level of cautiousness and dread
as it pertains to this matter. A number of the Salaf have

said,

"I wish that all these privileges will

counterbalance."

9Sahih al-Bukharl No. (3267).
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Meaning, what he acquired from the Sunan acts, ahadith,

and memorization.
jpnjjildisf iii of 0"3

"I wish that all these privileges will
counterbalance (my shortcomings) so that | will
neither lose nor gain anything."”

This statement came from them out of intense dread of
meeting Allah (dEy$A”) and being questioned about
their knowledge as mentioned in the Hadlth,

Jii ILJ™NJC jHiJ4- n J N

"The feet of the slave of Allah shall not move [on
the Day of Resurrection] until he is asked about
his knowledge and what he did with it."

Meaning, all of this knowledge which he acquired he
wished that it will counterbalance so that he would
neither lose nor gain anything. They would say this
statement out of intense fear. Indeed Allah (dEy&”™)

placed within them two tremendous ranks:
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+ Performing deeds in an excellent manner.
** And being afraid that Allah will not
accept their deeds.

Just as Allah says concerning the believers,

<0

"And those who give that (their charity) which
they give (and also do other good deeds) with their
hearts full of fear (whether their alms and
charities, etc., have been accepted or not), because
they are sure to return to their Lord (for
reckoning)." [Surah al-Mu*minun 23:60]

Meaning, they were afraid. What were they afraid of?
‘A’ishah (££.476) said to the Messenger (j&LNy&lek),

Jig N
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"O Messenger of Allah! 'And those who give that
(their charity) which they give (and also do other
good deeds) with their hearts full of fear." [23:60]
Is this the one who commits adultery, steals and
drinks alcohol?' He said: 'No, O daughter of Abu
Bakr' - O daughter of Siddiqg - rather it is a man
who fasts and gives charity and prays, but he fears
that those will not be accepted from him."10

For this reason, al-Hasan al-Basri (iifej) commented,

"Indeed, the believer has within him excellent
practice (in deeds) and fear. However, the
hypocrite has within him poor practice (in deeds)
and a false sense of hope."”

10Sunan Ibn Majah (5/37) No. (4338).
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The believer has within him excellent practice in his

actions, worship, and acts which draw him near to Allah
while at the same time he is afraid. He seeks

knowledge, performs the Salah, and other acts of

obedience all while being afraid (that it won't be

accepted). He also has hope within his heart as Allah
says,

"and they hope for His Mercy and fear His
Torment." [Surah al-Isra 17:57]

The believer spends his life on this path. As for the
hypocrite, he has poor practice (in deeds) and doesn't
fear meeting Allah (d™y&WJi,). For this reason, the
hypocrite is severely inclined toward the Dunya only;
acquiring this worldly life and pretend to perform deeds
to acquire worldly matters and be seen by the people as
Allah ("NUy&UUL) says,
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"and to be seen of men, and they do not remember
Allah but little." [Surah an-Nisa 4:142]

Whereas the true believer ambition is directed towards
the hereafter, its reward, seeking Allah's

pleasure, and increasing in deeds which are a means
obtaining Allah's good recompense. Allah

says,

"And it will be cried out to them: "This is the
Paradise which you have inherited for what you
used to do."” [Surah al- Araf7A3\

And Allah (dUy&UUL) says,
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"Those whose lives the angels take while they are
in a pious state (i.e., pure from all evil, and
worshipping none but Allah Alone) saying (to
them): Salamun *Alaykum (peace be on you) enter
you Paradise, because of (the good) which you
used to do (in the world)." [Surah an-Nahl 16:32]

Therefore, good deeds are a means for entering the

eternal paradise.

So, the Prophet's statement,

N~ i A Jjl

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."”

What is intended by "Figh of the Religion" is the
knowledge that necessitates implementation, and
because of this the Muslim is obliged to make efforts in
that with knowledge and implementation, (of that
knowledge) together. Allah says,
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"It is He Who has sent His Messenger
(Muhammad ~47% *) with guidance and the
religion of truth.” [Surah at-Tawbah 9:33]

Here 'guidance’ refers to beneficial knowledge and 'the
religion of truth' refers to righteous deeds. The
tremendous supplication which the Muslim beseech
Allah numerous times throughout the day and night in
Surah al-Fatihah....

% 0 Slj s-oc*

"Guide us to the Straight Way. The Way of those
on whom You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the
way) of those who earned Your Anger (such as the
Jews), nor of those who went astray (such as the
Christians).”

...mentions those whom Allah has bestowed His Grace.
They are those whom Allah ($2£UUL) placed knowledge
and implementation within them and granted them
success to that; meaning beneficial knowledge and
righteous deeds.
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Those whom as Allah says, "those who earned Your
Anger" have with them knowledge yet they don't
implement it as Allah says about the Jews in another

verse,

"The likeness of those who were entrusted with
the (obligation of the) Taurat (Torah), but who
subsequently failed in those (obligations)" [Surah
al-Jumu ah 62:5]

Meaning, they did not implement that knowledge. The
third category are those have action without any
knowledge. They are diligent in acts of worship and
various deeds that draw one near to Allah; however, they
do that without any knowledge or Figh of the Religion.
Therefore, they increase in acts of misguidance,
innovation, desires, and superstition. Rather, there are
some people, because of their complete and utter
ignorance, that remain wupon committing acts of
associating partners with Allah ($2j&£7) every day.
They supplicate to those in the graves, seeking relief
(from hardship), and seeking aid from them. They do all
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this hoping this is a means for entering paradise and how
absurd to think that Shirk is a means for entering

Paradise. Allah says,

"Verily! Allah forgives not (the sin of) setting up
partners in worship with Him, but He forgives
whom he pleases sins other than that." [Surah an-
Nisd 4:116]

So, when the Muslim understands that the three
categories are:

Knowledge and implementation
Knowledge without implementation
And implementation without knowledge

He will come to know that those whom Allah has
bestowed His Grace are those who have acquired
knowledge and implement it he will take it seriously and
be diligent in obtaining these two affairs as well as
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having greatconcern for them in order to be among those
aforementioned in the verse.

O Allah! Our Deity, Lord, and Master grant us success to
what you love and are pleased with of correct statements
and righteous actions. Please bestow upon us all
beneficial knowledge, wholesome provisions, and deeds
that are accepted. Guide us to Your straight path. O
Allah! set right for us our religion which is the safeguard
of our affairs. And set right for us the affairs of our world
wherein is our living. And set right for us our Hereafter
on which depends our after-life. And make the life for us
(a source) of abundance for every good and make our
death a source of comfort for us protecting us against
every evil. O Allah! Mend our social relationships
amongst ourselves, mend our hearts, and guide us to the
path of peace. Bring us out of the darkness and into the
light, bless us in our hearing, our sight, our wives, our
offspring, our time and wealth. Make blessed wherever
we are. O Allah! Forgive us, our parents, the Muslims —
male and female, the believers—male and female, those
who are living amongst them as well as those who have
passed away. Our Lord! Indeed, we have wronged
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ourselves, and if You don't forgive us and show mercy to
us, we surely will be amongst the losers.

O Allah! Glorified be You and All the praises are for You.
There is none worthy of worship besides You. | seek your
forgiveness and repent to You. May Allah raise the rank
of His servant and Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and all his Companions and grant them all
peace.
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SECOND LESSON

All praise belongs to Allah. We praise Him, seek His aid
and forgiveness, and we repent to Him and seek from
with Allah from the evilness of our souls and the
wickedness of our actions. Whomever Allah guides none
can mislead him, and whoever is led astray none can
guide him. | openly testify that none has the right to be
worshipped in truth except Allah alone Who has no
partners. | also testify that Muhammad is His servant and
Messenger; may Allah raise his rank and grant him, his
family, and all of his Companions peace. O Allah! We
have only gained knowledge through what You have
taught us. O Allah! Teach us what will benefit us and
increase us in it. O Allah! We ask You for beneficial
knowledge, good wholesome provisions, and acceptable
deeds.

My distinguished brothers, yesterday we discussed the
Hadith of Abu Mu'awiyah in which the Prophet

said,
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"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion.”

This Hadlth is reported in Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih
Muslim, and others. This tremendous Hadlth which we
mentioned yesterday demonstrates in a clear manner the
status of knowledge, its tremendous virtue, the nobility
of its people, and their great standing before Allah (j© ).
It also directs (us) to the great reward and honored abode
Allah has prepared for them.

The Prophet's statement, "When Allah wants good for a
person" contains the word 'good' which is mentioned in
an indefinite article form (i.e., in Arabic grammar) which
indicates the tremendous and abundant recompense of
those in the Hadlth before Allah (JIi“ULI). It also
indicates they have of worldly and hereafter good.

We learned yesterday from what some of the people of
knowledge have mentioned that what is intended by
'Figh of the Religion of Allah (32j2jCS)' is that Figh
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which necessitates implementation; because the goal
behind knowledge is to be implemented. Knowledge is
only to be sought out for the purpose of implementation
otherwise the knowledge will be like a loan in which
leaves the person without him benefiting or making use
it. Because of this the purpose of knowledge is to be
implemented and is a means to achieve nearness to Allah

Allah created the creation for knowledge and
implementation together; not for knowledge without
action or vice versa as Allah's ( statement

denotes,

"It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of
the earth the like thereof (i.e., seven). His
Command descends between them (heavens and
earth) that you may know that Allah has power
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over all things and that Allah surrounds
(comprehends) all things in (His) Knowledge."
[Surah at-Talaqg 65:12]

And in another verse Allah (*WUi) says,

"And | (Allah) created not the jinns and humans
except they should worship Me (Alone)." [Surah
Adh-Dhaariyaat 51:56]

In the first of the two verses Allah (‘&£m) mentions that
He created the creation, the heavens, and the earth so that
they would come to know that He has power over all
things and encompasses all things in His knowledge.
This verse indicates that the purpose why things are
created is knowledge.

As for the second verse where Allah (3\ZjZ2\fLL) says, "and
I (Allah) created not the Jinns and humans except they
should worship Me (Alone)" indicates that the purpose
why things are created is an implementation (of that
knowledge, worship, and obtaining nearness to Allah
($2>&”7). So, based on this the people of knowledge
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have said that "indeed the Tawhid in which the
universe was created for and brought into existence to
actualize has two aspects:

An aspect as it relates to knowledge
And another aspect as it relates to
action/ implementation.

So, both aspects are required, and the servant's Tawhid
cannot be established without the other nor can he be a
true practitioner of monotheism without knowledge and
implementation; without knowledge, Iman, confirming
and affirming everything Allah commands
His servant by believing, having conviction,
implementation, worship of Allah obeying
Him by fulfilling His commands and staying away from
His prohibitions.

People, as it relates to actualizing knowledge and
implementation (of that knowledge) which are the
purpose behind our creation, are categorized into three
groups. So, for this great matter or learning these three
groups, it is reiterated with the Muslim numerous times
through his day and night in Surah al-Fatihah,
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A>5 () Lidiil b
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"Guide us to the Straight Way. The Way of those
on whom You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the
way) of those who earned Your Anger (such as the
Jews), nor of those who went astray (such as the
Christians)." [Surah al-Fdtihah 1:6-7]

Allah (“tejfer) mentions three categories:

One category whom Allah has bestowed His
Grace upon them,

Those who are misguided,

And those who earned Allah's Anger.

We are ordered to supplicate to Allah that He
guide us to the path of those who have been bestowed
His Grace; we have been ordered to seek refuge from the
path of those have earned His Anger and the misguided.
We supplicate with this supplication as a religious duty
and obligation at least seventeen times throughout the
day and night in our five daily Salah.
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Allah (JUyXUUi) says,

« O > 4NN — JLi-

"Guide us to the Straight Way. The Way of those
on whom You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the
way) of those who earned Your Anger (such as the
Jews), nor of those who went astray (such as the
Christians).” [Surah al-Fatihah 1:6-7]

Those who have been bestowed Allah's Grace are those
who have knowledge and action, beneficial knowledge
and righteous deeds. They have a great concern for
worshiping Allah. Their worship of Allah

conforms with what Allah has legislated; It is not
possible for one to worship Allah ( according to
the legislation unless without beneficial knowledge
derived from the Book of Allah (Svfcr) and the Sunnah of
His Prophet

As for those who have earned Allah's anger they are
those who have knowledge, yet they do not implement it
as Allah ("&)&) says about the Jews,
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"The likeness of those who were entrusted with
the (obligation of the) Taurat (Torah) (i.e. to obey
its commandments and to practice its legal laws),
but who subsequently failed in those
(obligations), is as the likeness of a donkey who
carries huge burdens of books (but understands
nothing from them)." [Surah al-Jumu ah 62:5]

The meaning of, "but who subsequently failed in those
(obligations)"” refers them not implementing the Taurat.
As for the misguided they are those who do action,
strive, and are diligent in deeds yet it is done without
knowledge. They worship Allah (j*$£) upon
misguidance, desires, and falsehood without depending
upon the legislation of Allah ( or what He calls
His servant to of obtaining nearness. Allah does
not accept any path to Him or any path of obtaining His
pleasure except the path of those who have been
bestowed His Grace which is them who have beneficial
knowledge and righteous deeds.
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Allah Q&&) says,

"It is He Who has sent His Messenger
(Muhammad with guidance and the
religion of truth (Islam), to make it superior to all
religions.” [Surah at-Tawbah 9:33]

The word "guidance" refers to beneficial knowledge and
"the religion of truth” refers to righteous deeds. This is
what Allah is pleased with and what He has
legislated for His servants, and He has created them for
that purpose. So, whoever doesn't have any knowledge
is Dalin (i.e., misguided in knowledge) and whoever
doesn't have any action (to that knowledge) is Ghaquhn
(i.e., misguided in action). Allah says praising
His Prophet and clarifying the perfection of
his knowledge and implementation (~j~a”). Allah

says,
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"Your companion (Muhammad has
neither gone astray nor has erred.” [Surah an-Najm
53:2]

This statement negates going astray (Daldl)u from the
Prophet which affirms the complete
knowledge. It also negates erring (Ghawin)l2 which
affirms complete action. So, the one who is astray (Dalun)
has no knowledge, and the one who erred (Ghawin) only
has misguided actions. The Prophet said
clarifying the status of the rightly guided successors after
him; he also commends them with having complete
knowledge and action. He said,

"So, you must keep to my Sunnah and to the
Sunnah of the Khulafa ar-Rashidin (the rightly
guided caliphs), those who guide to the right way.
Cling to it stubbornly [literally: with your molar

1 TN: the word Dalai refers to misguidance in knowledge.
12TN: the word Ghawin refers to erring in deeds.
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teeth]. Beware of newly invented matters [in the
religion], for verily every Bid'ah (innovation) is

misguidance.”

Ar-Rashid is one whose actions are correct, and al-Mahdi
is one whose knowledge correct. The Prophet

commended them with these two qualities,
knowledge and implementation. So, based upon this the

Prophet's statement,

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."”

Doesn't merely refer to increasing of knowledge,
memorization of the texts, studying issues, and sitting in
the gatherings of knowledge. Rather, what is intended by
that statement is the Figh (understanding/knowledge)
which  necessitates implementation whereas the
student's determination to learn the religion of Allah
(ANi$II3\2) is to worship and obtain nearness to Allah
(dUsjiiUUL) by what has been legislated. His determination

should not be merely for increasing his knowledge,
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memorization, and gaining a deeper understanding of
the issues.

His determination in seeking knowledge and acquiring
it should be focused on removing ignhorance from
himself, rectifying his deeds, and obtaining nearness to
His Lord ($sj2j2). So, by that he rectifies himself then he
calls the people to this good which Allah

guided him to and granted him success to obtain. These
concepts have been summarized in Surah al-‘Asr where
Allah says,

< ©

"By Al- Asr (the time). Verily! Man is in loss,
except those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism)
and do righteous good deeds, and recommend one
another to the truth, and recommend one another
to patience.” [Surah al- Asr 103:1-3]
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Whoever doesn't possess these qualities mentioned in
this Surah is in loss because Allah (j~ ) only made an
exception those who are distinguished with these
qualities as mentioned, "except those who believe and
do righteous good deeds, and recommend one another
to the truth, and recommend one another to patience.”
This is the Figh which Allah commends, mentions their

virtues and good qualities in this Hadith,

j HAQ N> @ijj

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."”

If we were to study the practical biography, blessed
guidance, and firm path in which the Companions of the
Prophet were upon in possessing these two
matters, their diligence for knowledge and
implementation, their swiftness in it carrying out
immediately upon hearing it, their perseverance to it
with high determination and sound resolve we would
come to understand the reality of having Figh of Allah's

religion.
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When we analyze some examples on this subject matter,
we begin to understand the high-level of determination
that the Companions who proceeded (us) in
goodness as it pertains to seeking knowledge in order to
implement itwere upon. By doing so, we also learn about
their swiftness in applying, executing, racing towards
this immediately after hearing it without hesitation.

Among those examples is what Imam Muslim reported

in his Sahih in the Hadith of ibn Abbas in which
he said,
* * | :.
Brj A3 tdx- 3"~ i’
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"Messenger of Allah saw a man
wearing a gold ring. So, he (the Prophet

%4z)) pulled it off and threw it away, saying,
"One of you takes a live coal, and puts it in his
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hand."” It was said to the man after Messenger of
Allah had left: "Take your ring (of

gold) and utilize it," whereupon he said: "No, by
Allah, I would never take it when Messenger of
Allah ("J™ii]\&>) has thrown it away."13

Despite him taking the ring and using it in a lawful
manner he felt disgusted at the thought. The Prophet

threw it on the ground, so he renounced it
because the Prophet pulled it off of his hand
and threw it on the ground. How many people do you
see who listen to Ahadith, warnings, and threats yet still
wear things that are unlawful. The Ahadith of the
Messenger of Allah %”) reaches their hearing and
ears time, and again he listens to reprimands,
prohibitions, threats, and warnings, yet he still remains
upon what he is on as though as the matter doesn't
pertain to him; as though he is not the one being
addressed, and he has no concern. Rather, some people

turn to arguing.

13Sahih Muslim No. (191).
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One's determination gives up being concerned with
implementation (of knowledge) and turns to
argumentation. Allah ($ij&ZcL) says,

"They quoted not the above example except for
argument. Nay! But they are a quarrelsome
people.” [Surah az-Zukhruf43:58]

The Prophet said,

"No people go astray after having followed right
guidance, but those who indulge in disputes.’
Then he recited the Verse: "They quoted not the
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above example except for argument. Nay! But they
are a quarrelsome people.” 4

So, the person busies himself with arguing and leaves off
implementation. Based upon this the circumstance of the
one who hears the Hadith and desire fills his heart to
apply and implement the Hadlth verses one who listens
to the Hadlth and abandons implementation. The first-
person desires to implement the Hadith; his heart
immediately turns to execute it. As for the other person
who doesn't have in his heart any desire to implement
the Hadith is distracted from executing it by arguing. So,
he begins to ask questions which demonstrates his
aversion and lack of ambition towards implementing
anything.

Therefore, he begins to argue like a child when ordered
to do something and he doesn't want to carry it out; so,
starts asking numerous questions until the person who
requested from him becomes weary and leaves him
alone. For example, he says, "Bring me some water" the
child asks, "Do you want the water in a cup or in
something else? Do you want the water to be cold or hot?

14 At-Tirmidhi No. (3253).
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Tayyib, do you want like such and such?" he does this
until the person says, "Never mind | don't want it."

Like this, the one who doesn't desire to implement the
Hadlth will immediately rush into argumentation. He
begins asking numerous questions, and its result is that
he doesn't have any interestt He doesn't have any
ambition to carry out any of the ahadith that contain a
threat which would frighten and shake the heart.
Therefore, he begins to say, "Okay, is it like this or like
that?" He rushes into questions which denote his
indifference and disinterest in carrying out (anything).

When the prohibition of intoxicants was revealed, Anas
said in Sahih al-Bukhari and Muslim,

"l was serving a drink to Abu 'Ubaydah bin
Jarrah, Abu Talha and Ubay bin Ka'b prepared
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from unripe dates and fresh dates when a visitor
came, and he said: Verily liquor has been
prohibited. Thereupon, Abu Talha said: Anas,
stand up and break this pitcher. I stood up and
(took hold) of a pointed stone and struck the
pitcher with its lower part until it broke into
pieces."

He broke the container of liquor in an instant without
any argument. He had a genuine ambition to carry out
(what he had learned).

Sahih Muslim mentions the Hadith of Umar ibn al-
Khattaab who said, "I heard the Prophet

say,

d>uJtu d 1 iSju. NJif S

"Do not swear by your fathers, and whoever
wants to swear should swear by Allah."15

Umar bin al-Khattaab was accustomed to since the Pre-
Islamic era of swearing by his father, and it had become

15Sahih al-Bukhari No. (7041).
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2rdnature to him. It would continuously be on his lips to
swear by his father. We understand that if a person has
something which has become 2rd nature for him to say
and he has become accustomed to saying it when he
becomes aware that this matter is wrong, and he refrains
from it; sometimes it may slip out of his mouth from time

to time.
For this reason, the Prophet said,
i Si) 79 Si Jlas

"Whoever swears saying in his oath. 'By Al-Lat
and Al-'Uzza/ should say, 'None has the right to
be worshipped but Allah."16

Meaning, saying the statement of Tawhid as an expiation
because their tongues had become accustomed (to
swearing like this). It came out their mouth
unintentionally. So, when Umar bin al-Khattaab

hear the Prophet say,

16 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (6650).
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J-Xc-  w'p \ J4-j )i
ML 4NL 1N v-aG>

13siSIj 1JfIS

"Allah, the Great and Majestic, forbids you to
swear by your fathers. Umar said: By Allah. I
have never sworn (by my father) since | heard
Allah's Messenger forbidding it
mentioning them" on my behalf or on behalf of
someone else."17

Meaning, he didn't swear those things—not on my
behalf or on behalf of someone else. Whereas some
people have been cited these ahadith and texts which
mention that this action is Shirk and disbelief like what
the Prophet said,

i\j a=-Ca alll j*ju

17Sahih Muslim No. (1646).
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"Whoever swears by other than Allah, he has
committed disbelief or Shirk."18

As for what is mentioned concerning a threat, we find
some people remaining in the same circumstance, not
even caring. Some of them you find wanting to free
themselves from it. However, it gets the best of them or
indifference, and lack of consideration gets the upper
hand over them.

So, based on this what has been mentioned in this
situation, for example, a person advises another who
swears by the Prophet and warns him. He mentions to
him the texts (proofs) until he understands and is
convinced. So, when the one being advised is convinced
he wants to reassure the person of his adherence to the
matter and swears by the Prophet that he will never
again. However, according to what his tongue is
accustom to his circumstance continues (unchanged).

This is why when we look at our reality and the reality of
the Salaf we find a huge difference as it pertains to
application (of knowledge) even when we look at Sunan

1B At-Tirmidhi No. (1535).
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acts and recommended (acts) we find a huge difference.
The Companions' determination directed

towards implementation was astonishing.

Reported in Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim from the
Hadith of Abu Hurayrah (&££&),

dLOpl Ad: o

Ujc H\"jls "\511f a~Jj! U "jlii jIkII

O N
ijdjidwi* Yuil

"that Fatimah {C&0&j) the daughter of the Prophet
(NMANijh>)came to him (dN<ic&fe>) and asked for a
servant and told him of the hardship of household
work. He said:

'You would not be able to get a servant from us.
Shall I direct you to what is better than the servant
for you? Recite Subhana Allah thirty-three times,
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al- Hamdu li-Allah thirty-three times and Allah-o-
Akbar thirty-four times as you go to bed/"19

The people of knowledge deduced from this Hadith that
the legislated remembrance of Allah ( gives the
body strength and zeal to carry out deeds immediately.
For this reason, Ibn al-Qayyim (ilife) mentioned that
Shaykh ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah would sit in the masjid
until Duha remembering Allah. So, he said,

"I asked him on one occasion concerning this
matter, and he said, 'If 1 didn't do this my strength

would grow weak.

Meaning, his strength would wane, and my body would
become flaccid without any vigor. Thus, Dhikr
(legislated remembrance) gives the body strength. ‘Ali

(Lm\) said,

19Sahih Muslim No. (2728).
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"I did not leave them (Tasbih Fatimah) since I
heard them from the Messenger of Allah

Look at his promptness and perseverance. He said,
"since | heard them from the Messenger of Allah

one of those present chose a crucial night
which was the night of Siffin. This night the war
(fighting) was going on, and what is known is that there
are intense situations that a person would be distracted
from what he is accustom and familiar with.

So, when 'Ali (L~") said, "I did not leave them (Tasbih
Fatimah) since | heard them from the Messenger of Allah
a man said to him, "Except on the night of
Siffin?" he replied, "not on the night of Siffin" meaning
this night which the likes of it will distract the person
from matters that he is accustom to and perseveres on.
He said, "I did not leave them except for on this night.”

Another benefit from his statement is that legislated
remembrances require continuous perseverance and
consistent care with the intent on not missing out on
attaining the fruits and the effects derived from it.
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Based upon this among the matters which cite this
circumstance is what is mentioned in Sahih Muslim on
the authority of Aban bin 'Uthman (i.e. the son of
‘'Uthman bin 'Affan 1££$&) when he narrated the Hadith
of the Prophet

i HIJEIN\ j Jil  jIs
Jiqj > | oULS am/es pi p-Jidl JJbj
S>> 0B ANaS pl ijj"™-

"If anyone says three times: "In the name of Allah,
when Whose name is mentioned nothing on Earth
or in Heaven can cause harm, and He is the Hearer,
the Knower" he will not suffer sudden affliction
till the morning, and if anyone says this in the
morning, he will not suffer sudden affliction till
the evening."2)

So, when Aban narrated the Hadith a man looked at him
perplexed. Because Aban was afflicted with hemiplegia
which is paralysis of one side of the body. The man kept
looking at the area he was afflicted on his body in a

2Sunan Abi Dawud No. (5088).
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perplexed manner; as though his look said, "Nothing
harmed you! Then what is this you have been afflicted
with?!" Aban understood what his glance meant so
responded, "Don't look at me (like that) for | forgot to say
the statement one time and Allah decreed what he
decreed.”

This matter requires the person to make efforts with
continuous perseverance as well as striving towards that.
When Imam al-Qurtubi (iuafcys), the scholar in Tafslr,
cited the Hadlth of the Prophet

"Whoever stops at a stopping place and then says:
'l seek refuge in Allah's Perfect Words from the
evil of what He has created, (Audhu bi-
kalimatillahit-tammati min sharri ma khalaq)’
nothing shall harm him until he departs from that
stopping place of his."2

21 At-Tirmidhl No. (3437).
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He said,

"I didn't leave out saying it since | first heard it
except for one time when | was in al-Mahdiyah"
which is a division of a country. He said, "Our
house was in al-Mahdiyah, and | was stung by a
scorpion. | had remembered that | forgot to say this
supplication that night."

Another example of promptness and perseverance is the
Hadith of Umm Hablbah in Sahih Muslim in
which she said,

"l heard the Messenger of Allah say:
'Whoever prays twelve Rak'ah during the day and
night, apart from the prescribed prayers, Allah

will build for him a house in
Paradise/"2

2Sunan an-Nisa’i No. (1796).
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She said,

"l never stopped doing it since | heard it from the

Messenger of Allah

Also, several narrators in Sahih Muslim said after
mentioning the Hadith said that statement, "l never
stopped doing it since | heard it from the Messenger of
Allah

Al-Bukhari collected in his Sahih from the Hadith of Abu

Hurayrah in which he said,

*$O/?(/\' N 3/\3'

"My friend (the Prophet) advised me to do three
things, and | shall not leave them till | die, these
are: To fast three days every month, to offer the
Duha prayer, and to offer witr before sleeping."23

2 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (1178).
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Similar to that was collected by Imam Muslim in his
Sahih from the Hadith of Abu ad-Darda’ who
said a similar statement. The examples in the life of the
Salaf as it pertains to this matter are numerous

even the from the youth among the Companions.

Imam al-Bukhari and Muslim collected in their Sahih that

Umar bin Abi Salamah said,
Conj aun ajjl Atil N
> Arde- AN Ajil d Ajisxjs™all ™~ ~yLjdaj
N\Haioddllo ¢ J1j U-S."ciddj 11-? JS] IS tAill

"l was a boy under the care of Allah's Messenger
and my hand used to go around the
dish while | was eating. So, Allah's Messenger
said to me, 'O boy! Mention the Name
of Allah and eat with your right hand, and eat of
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the dish what is nearer to you." Since then | have
applied those instructions when eating."24

Yet mothers and fathers become weary in their homes
with their children from forbidding them food practices
that oppose the Sunnah. They say to their children, "O
such and such! O, dear son! Over and over...that is a
mistake." Yet Umar ibn Abi Salamah said,
"Since then | have applied those instructions when
eating."

In addition, when we look at the circumstance of the
Salaf—particularly Imam ‘'Ahmad, the author al-
Musnad—which is an encyclopedia filled with ahadith
from the Messenger of Allah He said,

"I had not heard a single Hadith except that |
implemented it; even when it reached me that the
Prophet (d™4dcdilp) would be cupped, and he
would pay the person performing the cupping with
a Dinar. So, | got cupped and paid the person
performing the cupping with a Dinar."

24 Sahih al-Bukhari No. (5376).
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Qays al-Mulai (&\zZ") said,

"When you hear a Hadith implement it even if it is
once so that you become of its people who perform
these deeds."

What is intended by his statement is the Ahadith as it
pertains to the Sunan, Ragha ib, and recommended acts;
perform it at least once. As for if the person abandons it
entirely and his ambition isn't directed to implementing
it this is a matter which the Pious Predecessors

were not upon.

When Ibn al-Qayyim mentioned the Hadlth of
Abu Umamah that the Prophet faj*ici”) said,

"Whoever recites Ayat al-Kursi after every Salah,
nothing will come in between him and Paradise
except for death."%

2% Collected by at-Tabarani in his book al-Kabir No. (7532).
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He (Ibn al-Qayyim) said,

"It was conveyed to me that Shaykh ul-Islam ibn
Taymiyyah (&) said, 'l never left saying this after

every Salah.™

The transmissions and reports of the Salaf as it pertains
to this subject matter are abundant. So, because of this, it
is imperative that the student of knowledge is dedicated
to these two matters (together), knowledge and
implementation. That his purpose behind seeking
knowledge is the implementation of it otherwise that
knowledge will be a proof against him, not for him.

Sufyan (&&>) was asked,

"Which of the two is most beloved to you,
knowledge or action?" he said, "Knowledge should
only be sought out to be implemented.”

So, don't seek knowledge and leave off action and don't
seek action and abandon knowledge. Rather, unite both,
knowledge and action...guidance and correct religion.

I ask Allah al-Kareem, the Lord of the Tremendous
Throne by His Most Beautiful Names and Lofty
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Attributes that He bestows on us all beneficial
knowledge, righteous good deeds, and wholesome
provision. May He guide us to the straight path and may
He not leave us to our own selves for a blink of an eye.
May He rectify our religion which is a protection for our
affairs. May He rectify our worldly life which contains
our livelihood. May He rectify our hereafter which is our
life after death. May He make life a means of increasing
in all that is good; and may He make death a means of
ease from everything evil. May Allah rectify our social
relationships between us and mend our hearts. May He
guide us to the paths of peace and safety. May Allah take
us out of the darkness and into the light; may He bless
our hearing, our sight, our spouses, our offspring, our
wealth, and our time. May He bless us wherever we are.

We ask Allah (3°5°-) to rectify all of our affairs and don't
leave us to our own selves for a blink of an eye. May He
forgive us, our parents, the Muslims —male and female,
the believers—male and female, those who are alive and
those who have passed away.

We ask Allah (JliylijG) to guide us to the straight path and
safeguard us the wickedness of our souls and the evil
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consequences of our actions. Indeed, Allah (J2j'iljl2) hears
all supplication and is the one we hope for. Allah (Alone)
is Sufficient for us, and He is the Best Disposer of affairs
(for us). Allah ($M4iULi») knows best and May He raise
the rank of His servant and messenger, our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and all his companions and
grants them all peace.
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APPENDIX 1: SOME BENEFITS FROM
THE HADITH: WHEN ALLAH WANTS
GOOD FOR A PERSON HE BESTOWS

ON HIM FIQH OF THE RELIGION®

In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of
Compassion. | testify that none has the right to be
worshipped —in truth—except Allah alone Who has no
partners. | also testify that Muhammad is His servantand
last Messenger. May Allah raise his rank and grant him,
his family, and all his companions peace.

O Allah! Teach us what will be a benefit to us and make
it useful to us. Increase us in beneficial knowledge and
rectify all our affairs; don't leave us to ourselves for a
blink of an eye.

To proceed:

25This was taken from the website of Shaykh'Abdur Razzaq bin 'Abdul
Muhsin al-Badr. http:// www.al-badr.net/detail/HBjO9SRIENSTr
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My discussion with my brothers is about some
reflections and benefits from a tremendous Hadith of the
Noble Prophet concerning the virtue of

knowledge and its carriers.

In the Sahih of al-Bukharl and Muslim on the authority
of Mu'awiyah that the Prophet said,

Vil #aa> 41 ya

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."”

This Hadith is tremendous! My distinguished group of
brothers, it is imperative that we reflect on it in a good
manner. Indeed, it is a Hadith which possesses
magnificent status and huge importance.

This Hadith encourages knowledge, studying, and
understanding the Religion of Allah ($Zj2jCS). It also
clarifies the virtue and merit of those who have been
granted success to tread on the avenues of this path.

The contains numerous benefits, and | will highlight

what has been made easy for me.
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The 14 benefit: All affairs and matters are under the
Supreme will of Allah. Nothing occurs in the universe
unless He wants it to happen. All virtues,
blessings, and bounties are His alone. Allah

says,

"And my guidance cannot come except from
Allah, in Him 1 trust and unto Him, | repent.”
[Surah Hud 11:88]

This is an important aspect of Agidah that all affairs
belong to Allah and are in His Hand You are not
given any knowledge or implementation of it unless
Allah grants you success towards it and bestows on you
that.

He is the One who teaches the servant what he was
unaware of. He is the One who grants the servant success
to implement what he has learned —all of which in
Allah's hand. Allah says,
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"and taught you that which you knew not. And
Ever Great is the Grace of Allah unto you (O
Muhammad [Surah an-Nisd 4:113]

And Allah says,

"The Most Beneficent (Allah)! Has taught (you
mankind) the Qur an (by His Mercy)." [Surah ar-
Rahmaan 55:1-2]

So, this is the virtue of Allah and this is the
reason why the student of knowledge is obliged to
visualize this context and significant aspect of Agidah
on this subject matter as well as all subjects concerning
this religion, the betterment of the servant—in his

religious and worldly affairs.

So, this takes us to the 2rdbenefit of this Hadith.
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The 2rd benefit: the importance of having true reliance
in Allah and seeking assistance from Him ji-). As the
Prophet said in the authentic Hadith,

yC-J\j (c. y>

"Be keen on what benefits you and seek help from
Allah, and do not give up."27

And he said to Mu'adh,
N M3 eduds . "ili* U Al
ELTIEAT #0  pl AdC g

@gMe-y~>-jd 1 | p

"I love you, O Mu'adh!" | said: 'And | love you, O
Messenger of Allah p>) Then the
Messenger of Allah said: 'Never forget
to say in every prayer: Rabbi a'inni 'ala dhikrika
wa shukrika wa husni ‘ibaadatika (My Lord, help

27 Bulugh al-Maram Book #16, Hadith No. (1569).
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me to remember You, give thanks to You and
worship You well.)"28

Thus, the student of knowledge needs Allah's assistance
in seeking knowledge, implementing what he learns, and
remaining firm upon this knowledge and action that
Allah has granted him success to. He also needs Allah's
assistance in avoiding the distractions on the path to
Allah 1& &).

The 3rd benefit; The importance of Du a in the life of
seeking knowledge and continuously resorting to Allah
($2y*>\£LL). Because all matters are in His Hands and its

governing are His

Therefore, the servant's need of supplicating (to Allah) is
urgent. One of the Tabiun, Mutarrif bin Ash-Shakhir
said,

"I contemplated over the good, and | noticed an
abundance of good from Salah, fasting, and acts of
piety. | then discovered all of that is in the hands of

28Sunan an-Nisa’i No. (1303).
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Allah. Thus, | became certain that Du a is the key to
all of that is good.”

Based on this the servant is in need of increasing his
supplication to Allah (dUy#especially that he asks
Allah to teach him what will benefit him. All of you
should know that from the guidance of our Prophet

% *) as it is mentioned in Sunan, the Hadith Umm
Salamah that the Prophet said after performing
Salah Fajr,

"O Allah, I ask You for beneficial knowledge,
goodly provision, and acceptable deeds)/"2

These three matters which are brought together in the
first part of one's day is the Muslims' goal and main
objective. The Prophet beginning with
knowledge before the other matters in this supplication
indicates that knowledge is the foremost matter one
starts his day.

2Sunan Ibn Majah No. (925).
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Among the greatest ruins is that one lets his day pass by
and he has gained no portion of religious knowledge,
surely this is a calamity.

This Hadith denotes seeking knowledge should be apart
of one's day. It doesn't occur during summer or spring
break; rather, it is one's daily portion of gained
knowledge. He strives daily according to his ability, and
the students of knowledge vary in their seeking
knowledge and making strives.

The 4thbenefit: The Muslim's demeanor towards on the
path of seeking knowledge should be that his heart finds
ease and happiness and devotes himself to learning; that
he comprehends the religion of Allah All of
which are among the signs that Allah wants good (for

him). Because the Prophet said,

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."

So, when one finds himself having happiness, devotion
and loving knowledge upon hearing that there are circles
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of knowledge/learning (coming up) and he hastens to it.
For example, it is mentioned to him of beneficial books
he directs himself towards it. His chest is having
happiness towards it and loving to learn —this is among
the signs that Allah wants good for him. All because the
Prophet said,

Anaa)l A j Ast

"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion."”

The 5th benefit: understanding the opposite of what is
taken from the Hadith. Which is when one diverts
himself from knowledge —Allah's refuge is sought from
that— one having a dislike for sitting in the circles of
knowledge. These are among the signs that Allah doesn't
want good for him and that he hasn't been bestowed

success.

So, if one sees within himself indifference and unhappy
with the sittings of knowledge; and he isn't inclined
towards it, this is not a sign of one being bestowed
success and that Allah wants good for him. This is based
on the Prophet's statement,
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"When Allah wants good for a person He bestows
on him Figh of the Religion.”

The 6thbenefit: The Prophet's statement, "He
bestows on him Figh of the Religion" consists of
religious knowledge, its fundamental and subsidiary
branches. Because with the people the word "Figh" refers
to rulings as it relates to Salah, fasting, Hajj, even to the
extent if it is said, "the Book of Figh" what is understood

by it is the Book concerning Islamic rulings on acts of
worship.





