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Translator’s foreword
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Verily all Praise is due to Allah, we seek His help and His
forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allah from the evil of our own
souls and from our bad deeds. Whomsoever Allah guides will
never be led astray, and whomsoever Allah leaves astray, no one
can guide. I bear witness that there is no deity worthy of worship

except Allah, the One, having no partner. And I bear witness that

Muhammad is His slave and Messenger.
PAN PR RO E PE -t A U - I BRSO [

O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared and die not
except in a state of Islam. {3:102}
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O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a
single person, and from him He created his wife, and from them
both He created many men and women, and fear Allah through
Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the
relations of) the wombs (kinship) Surely, Allah is Ever an All-
Watcher over you. {4:1}
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O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and
speak (always) the truth. He will direct you to righteous deeds and
will forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and His
Messenger has indeed achieved a great achievement. {33:70-71}
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To proceed: The most truthful speech is that of Allah’s Book [the
Qur'an] and that the best of guidance is that of Muhammad

(plus 4de 4} la), the worst of evils are the newly-invented

matters [in the deen], and every innovated matter (in the deen) is
an innovation and every innovation is a misguidance, and every

misguidance is in the Hell-Fire.
O Noble Reader:

Between your hands is an English rendition of Shaykh
Muhammad bin Salih Al-‘Uthaymeen’s (may Allah have mercy
upon him) explanation to Al-Imam Bukhari’s masterpiece Sahih
Bukhari.
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The text of the original Arabic exposition' is a work voluminous

in number, incorporating ten books to date.

I have therefore resolved to translate individual chapters, adhering

to the mode of arrangement in the original work.

I intend upon completion of each chapter, to make the work
available for publication insha Allah.

Hence, before you is a translation of the inaugural chapter

entitled “7he Book of Revelation’

It was after considerable deliberation that I deemed it appropriate
to embark upon an English translation of this not inconsiderable
work. The need for an accompanying authoritative and authentic
explanation impelled the translator to select this work which
includes the original text of the traditions and an exposition of

their meaning.

The presence of an explanation provides provision for the reader
to obtain an invaluable fortune by acquiring the understanding of
the apparent and obscure, intrinsic and divergent nature of the

Prophetic traditions.

For the Messenger of Allah (plus 4de & ) was furnished with

the miracle of laconic and concise speech, the unique ability to

articulate in a few words an extensive meaning.?

! [TN] — Note that the original Arabic text is a transcription based upon
the explanatory lectures delivered by Shaykh ‘Uthaymeen (may Allah
be pleased with him). Hence, please extend the courtesy to furnish
those involved in the production of this work an excuse for any form
of disjointment or repetition present within the text.

? The Messenger of Allah (plus 4de 4 Lla) stated:

5|Page
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Sahih Al-Bukhari is a book which is not in need of any
introduction or identification, for it is one which has been
universally accepted, celebrated and extolled by the Islamic
Ummah, from the point of compilation to our time today. It has
been recognized and accredited with appellation and eulogy, by
virtue of its content and mode of arrangement, along with the fact

it has been deemed the most authentic book after the book of
Allah, the Mighty and Majestic.

It is sufficient to note the one who observed: indeed it is an

exalted book; no individual can remain content without it.

Although several explanations of the original text are available, the
present exposition was deemed suitable because it has been
prepared and presented for the general Muslim populace. Hence,
it facilitates the establishment of a firm link between the
Prophetic tradition and the practical life of a Muslim. This is
particularly apparent in the citation of divergent points, relevant
and probative to those conditions observed in the Muslim world
today.

Furthermore, Shaykh Muhammad bin ‘Uthaymeen (may Allah
have mercy upon him) has avoided the use of expression and
language, archaic and obscure, thus facilitating its understanding
and legibility to the lay person in addition to the learned.

Prophetic traditions have been quoted in both the Arabic and
English languages, thus enabling the work to be used as a means

of reference.

I have been given superiority over the other prophets in six respects: I have
been given words which are concise but comprehensive in meaning; I have been
helped by tetror (in the hearts of enemies): spoils have been made lawful to me:
the earth has been made for me clean and a place of worship; I have been sent

to all mankind and the line of prophets is closed with me. [Muslim]
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In addition, it is hoped that the publication of a work comprising
of an exposition impels the reader to assimilate knowledge and
understanding in a coherent, organized fashion. Furthermore, to
understand the various Islamic sciences pertinent to the
fundamentals of the religion, in a complete as opposed to a

haphazard manner.

It must be noted that this work ought not be construed as a
translation, literal in conception, rather as a conveyance of the

intended textual meaning of Shaykh Muhammad bin Salih Al-
‘Uthaymeen’s explanation (may Allah have mercy upon him).

I beseech our Lord that He establishes us upon the radiant path
of knowledge and understanding, the straight path, devoid of
deviation or distortion. The one traversed and illuminated by our
Pious Predecessors and those who follow them in righteousness

and piety:

gl ot i s L) A 0B G 5 G U0l L 055
5

Ve oy © g alialy | V5 Lo AT

And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger (Muhammad
plag 4le A La) after the right path has been shown clearly to him,
and follows other than the believers' way, We shall keep him in the
path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell - what an evil
destination! {4:115}

I ask that He the Exalted puriﬁes our hearts in order that we may
be placed amongst those whose faces shall be illuminated by His

Countenance, and not amongst those who are condemned in His

Messenger’s (?L"J afde éﬁa) admonition:
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“Whoever seeks knowledge [in order to] compete with the
Scholars, or to dispute with the ignorant, or to attract the faces of

the people towards him, Allah will cause him to enter the fire.”

I ask that He the Majestic facilitates our yearning to acquire
knowledge in order that we may fulfill our beloved Prophet’s
(plus 4de 4 L) declaration:

-0 -
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“This knowledge shall be carried by the trustworthy ones [of
every generation|, they shall refute the distortion of the
extremists, the false assertions of the liars, and the [baseless]

interpretations of the ignorant.”*

I ask that He, the Beneficent, awakens in our hearts and intellects
a sincere yearning to become acquainted with His deen. To
understand and comprehend, to memorize and implement, to
convey and disseminate, in a manner not inconsistent to the
methodology employed by our Righteous Predecessors, thus
ensuring our deliverance from a tribulation which was foretold by
(plus 4de & La)’s noble companion (may Allah be pleased with
him):

* Collected: Ibn Majah (249)
* Hadith classified as Hasan.
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“How will you be when you are afflicted by turmoil? [Wherein|
the eldetly are [rendered] infirm, [wherein] the young are raised.
If a matter is left, it will be said the Sunnah has been abandoned.
They said: “When will that be?” He responded: “When your
Scholars pass away, when your ignorant become many, when your
readers are numerous, when your Fuqahaa'a [Learned men]are
few, when your leaders are plentiful, when your trustworthy ones
are few, when the dunya is sought by the actions of the Hereafter,
when knowledge is sought for other than the deen.”*

My final invocation — Praise be to Allah, Lord of everything that
exists. May the peace and salutations of Allah be upon His
Messenger Muhammad, his righteous Companions, and those
who followed them upon the straight path. And may His peace
and blessings be upon those who continue to remain steadfast
until the establishment of the Hour.

Translated by:

A poor slave in need of his Lord’s forgiveness Abu Zayd, Nafis

Sparrow

> Collected: Al-Daarimee (1/64), declared Sahih by Shaykh Al-Abaanee,
(Qiyaam al-Ramadan, p.4).

® Taken from the introduction of Abu Sulaymaan Sajad bin ‘Abdur
Rahmaan.
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Brief Biography of Imam Bukhaari

In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of
mercy.

Imam Bukhari and His book Sahih Bukhari

It has been unanimously agreed that Imam Bukhari’s work
is the most authentic of all the other works in hadith
literature put together. The authenticity of Al-Bukhari’s
work is such that the religious learned scholars of Islam
said concerning him: “The most authentic book after the
Book of Allah (i.e. Al-Qur’an) is Sahih Al-Bukhari.”

Imam Bukhari was born on the 13™ of Shawwal in the year
194 A.H. in Bukhara in the territory of Khurasan (West
Turkistan). His real name is Mumamad bin Ishma’eel bin
Al-Mughirah Al-Bukhari.

His father died when he was still a young child and he was
looked after by his mother. At the age of ten he started
acquiring the knowledge of Hadith. He travelled to Makah
when he was sixteen years old accompanied by his mother
and elder brother. It seems as though Imam Bukhari loved
Makah and its learned religious scholars for he remained in
Makah after bidding farewell to his mother and brother. He
spent two years in Makah and then went to Al-Madina.
After spending a total of six years in Al-Hijaz, which
comprises Makah and Al-Madina, he left for Basrah, Kufa
and Baghdad and visited many other places including
Egypt and Syria. He came to Baghdad on many occasions.
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He met many religious learned scholars including Imam
Ahmad bin Hanbal.

Owing to his honesty and kindness and the fact that he was
trustworthy, he used to keep away from the princes and
rulers for fear that he may incline to say things to please
them.

Many a story has been told about Imam Bukhari regarding
his struggles in collecting Hadith literature. He travelled to
many different places gathering the precious gems that fell
from the lips of the noble Prophet Muhammad ( 4 & L=
alus). It is said that Imam Bukhari collected over 300,000
Ahadith and he himself memorized 200,000 of which some
were unreliable. He was born at a time when Ahadith were
being forged either to please rulers or kings or to corrupt
the religion of Islam.

It is said that Imam Bukhari (before compiling Sahih Al-
Bukhari) saw in a dream, himself standing in front of the
Prophet Muhammad (plus 4de & =) having a fan in his
hand and driving away the flies from the Prophet ( 4 L=
aluy 4de), Imam Bukhari asked some of those who interpret
dreams, and they interpreted his dream that he will drive
away falsehood asserted against the Prophet ( 4l &) la

plusg).

So it was a great task for him to sift the forged Ahadith
form the authentic ones. He labored day and night and
although he had memorized such a large number he only
chose approximately 7,275 with repetition and about 2,230
without repetition of which there is no doubt about their
authenticity.
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Before he recorded each Hadith, he would make ablution
and offer a two Rak’at prayer and supplicate to his Lord
(Allah). Many religious scholars of Islam tried to find fault
in the great remarkable collection — Sahih Al-Bukhari, but
without success. It is for this reason they unanimously
agreed that the most authentic book after the Book of Allah
is Sahih Al-Bukhari.

Imam Bukhari died on the first of Shawwal in the year 256
AH., and was buried in Khartank, a village near
Samarkand. May Allah have mercy on his soul.”

7 Taken from Dr. Muhammad Muhsin Khan.
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Brief Biography of Shaykh Al- ‘Uthaymeen

His Lineage:

He is Abu 'Abdillaah Muhammad Ibn Saalih Ibn
Muhammad Ibn "Uthaymeen Al-Wuhaibee At-Tameemee.

His Place Of Birth:

He was born in the town of 'Unayzah on the 27th day of the
blessed month of Ramadan in 1347H.

His Early Life:

He recited the noble Qur’an to his maternal grandfather,
'Abd-ur-Rahmaan Ibn Sulaimaan Aali Daamigh (may Allah
have mercy upon him) and memorized it. Then he directed
his attention towards seeking knowledge and so he learned
writing, arithmetic and some other subjects.

Shaikh 'Abd-ur-Rahmaan As-Sa'adee (Rahimahu °‘Llah)
used to place two of the students of knowledge that studied
with him, in charge of teaching the young students. The
first of them was Shaikh 'Alee As-Saalihee and the second
was Shaikh Muhammad Ibn 'Abd-il-'Azeez Al-Mutawwa',
under whom he (Ibn Al-'Uthaimeen) studied the abridged
version of Al-'Aqeedat-ul-Waasitiyyah (of Ibn Taimiyyah)
written by Shaikh 'Abd-ur-Rahmaan As-Sa'adee, Minhaaj-
us-Saalikeen fee Al-Figh also of Shaikh 'Abd-ur-Rahmaan,
as well as Al-Ajroomiyyah and Al-Alfiyyah.
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He also studied the laws of inheritance and Figh under
Shaikh 'Abd-ur-Rahmaan Ibn 'Alee Ibn 'Awdaan. Under
Shaikh 'Abd-ur-Rahmaan Ibn Naasir As-Sa'adee - who is
considered to be his first teacher since he remained with
him for a period of time - he studied the sciences of
Tawheed, Tafseer, Hadeeth, Figh, Usool-ul-Figh, Faraa'id,
Mustalah-ul-Hadeeth, An-Nahu and As-Sarf.

He also studied under the noble shaikh, 'Abd-ul-'Azeez Bin
Baaz (Rahimahu ‘Llah), such that he came to be known as
his second teacher. With him he began the study of Saheech
Al-Bukhaaree, some of the treatises of Shaikh-ul-Islaam
Ibn Taimiyyah (Rahimahu ‘Llah) and some books of Figh.

His Precedence in Knowledge and His Work in the
Field of Da'wah:

In the year 1371H, he began to teach in the congregational
mosque. When the educational institutes opened in
Riyaadh, he signed up with them in 1372H and after two
years, he graduated and was appointed as a teacher at the
educational institute (ma'ahad al-'Timee) in 'Unayzah. In the
meantime, he continued his studies affiliated with the
College of Sharee'ah as well as his studies under Shaikh
'Abd-ur-Rahmaan As-Sa'adee (may Allah have mercy upon
him). When Shaikh 'Abd-ur-Rahmaan As-Sa'adee passed
away, he was given the position of Imaam at the main
congregational mosque of 'Unayzah, along with the ability
to teach in the central library of 'Unayzah, in addition to
teaching at the educational institute. He later moved onto
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teaching in the faculties of Sharee'ah and Usool-ud-Deen in
the Qaseem branch of the Imam Muhammad Ibn Su'ood
Islamic University. In addition to this, he became a member
of the Council of Senior Scholars of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

Shaikh Ibn Al-'Uthaymeen had a large and active role in
the field of da'wah (calling) to Allah and teaching the
Muslims. Thus the people recognize him from the various
beneficial classes and impressive sermons he gave on the
day of Jumu'ah in the central masjid of 'Unayzah in
Qaseem. They know him from the lessons he taught in Al-
Masjid-ul-Haraam during the nights of 'Itikaaf in the month
of Ramadan, every year. He is also known by the firmly
composed fataawaa (rulings) he issued to the masses of
Muslims from the east and the west during the joyous
occasion of Hajj or in the journals and magazines, on the
radio broadcast "Light Upon the Path" (Noor 'alaa Ad-
Darb) and through the letters he exchangeD with many
students of knowledge and readers. Furthermore, he is
known for the rulings he gave with complete and
wholesome responses to the questions that were presented
to him every day.

His Books on the Subject of 'Aqeedah:

Shaikh Muhammad Saalih Al-'Uthaymeen wrote a vast
number of valuable books, from which the people gain
benefit, on the subjects of 'Ageedah, Figh and its principles,
admonition, advice and Da'wah, and a large portion of
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which are taught by the ministry of education of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. We will mention here, the books
that are related to 'Aqeedah:

1. Fath Rabb-il-Barriyyah Bi-Talkhees-il-Hamawiyyah:
This is his first book that was ever printed. He completed it
on the 8th of Dhul-Qi'adah 1380H. It is printed within a
collection of essays on 'Ageedah by Maktabat-ul-Ma'aarif
of Riyaad.

2. Nubadh fee Al-'Aqeedat-il-Islaamiyyah (A Brief
Article on the Islamic Creed): In this book, the Shaikh
explains the six pillars of Eemaan. It was assigned to the
third year of secondary school in the educational institutes
for the subject of Tawheed. It was printed in the collection
mentioned previously of Maktabat-ul- Ma'aarif of Riyaad.

3. Al-Qawaa'id-ul-Muthlaa fee Sifaatillaahi wa
Asmaa'ih-il-Husnaa (Ideal Principles Concerning
Allah’s Attributes and His Beautiful Names): It is one of
the most magnificent works that Shaikh Al-"Uthaymeen has
written. We have provided a checking for it, as well as a
commentary on the chains of narration, and it has been
printed, all praise due to Allah.

4. Sharh Lum'at-ul-'Itiqaad Al-Haadee Ilaa Sabeel-ir-
Rashaad Li-Ibn Qudaamah (An Explanation of
"Sufficiency in Creed" - A Guide to the Straight Path -
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of Ibn Qudaamah): It is this present book, and it was
assigned to the first year of the secondary school level of
the educational institutes for the subject of Tawheed.

5. 'Aqeedah Ahl-us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah (The Creed
of Ahl-us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah): He mentions in it a
summarized yet comprehensive account of the Creed of
Ahl-us-Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah. The Islamic University of
Madeenah printed it.

6. Sharh Al-'Aqeedat-ul-Waasitiyyah Li-Ibn Taimiyyah
(An Explanation of the Book "Al-'Aqeedat-ul-
Waasitiyyah" of Ibn Taimiyyah): It was assigned to the
second year of the secondary school level of the
educational institutes for the subject of Tawheed. It is
printed and in wide circulation.

7. Tafseer Ayat-ul-Kursee (An Explanation of Ayat-ul-
Kursee): This tafseer consists of a magnificent topic on the
Names and Attributes of Allah discussed by the Shaikh. It
is printed and in wide circulation. In addition to this, there
are all the fataawaa of the Shaikh regarding 'Aqeedah
which have been printed many times over and included in
his books on Fataawaa in magazines and in journals.®

® Translator's Note: Shaikh Muhammad Ibn Saalih Al-'Uthaymeen
passed away on Wednesday, the 15th of Shawaal 1421H (January 10,
2001), when he was 74 years of age. May Allah have mercy on him.
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red

The Book of Revelation

Chapter One:

(1-8)
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Ash-Shaykh Al-Imam Al- Haafiz Abu ‘Abdullah Muhammad Bin Ismaa’il Bin
Ibrahim Bin Mughirah Al-Bukhari (may Allah have mercy upon him) said:
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(1) Chapter. How the Divine Revelation started to be revealed
to Allah’s Messenger (alus 4sis & l2). And the Statement
of Allah: Verily, We have sent the revelation to you (O
Muhammad alus 4de & La) as We sent the revelation to
Nuh (Noah) and the Prophets after him; {4:163}
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I.  Narrated ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab (may Allah be pleased with him): I
heard Allah’s Messenger (a-‘-uu ale A g,-“‘) saying: “The reward of
deeds depends upon the intentions and every person will get the
reward according to what he has intended. So whoever emigrates for
worldly benefits or for a woman to marry, his emigration will be for

what he emigrated for.
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7

. Sh. Uthaymeen (may Allah have mercy upon him) said in
his explanation: What Imam Bukhari (may Allsh have
mercy upon him) intended with this introduction of his
was to elucidate on how the Revelation began. If Allah
wills  the explanation will soon come on the
commencement of the Revelation to the Messenger ( 4 e
ol s 4e) which he would see in the form of good righteous
(true) dreams which came true like bright daylight.

% And in the same manner Allah, Exalted is He, revealed
revelation to His messengers with Jibreel (r)LJ\J Ml ale)
as the intermediary between them and Allah, the Mighty
and Majestic, for he is the arch Angel in charge of the
revelation and conveying it to the messengers.

< Allah’s saying: {as We sent the revelation to Nuh (Noah) and

the Prophets after him;}: is a proof that Nuh is the first

messenger sent by Allah, Exalted is He." And that Adam is

10
a prop]zet, not a messenger.

® Also, another proof for that is what comes in the hadith of Anas bin
Maalik (may Allah be pleased with him) collected by Bukhari &
Muslim. In it Allah’s messenger (plus 4le & la) said: “However, [it
will be said] go to Nuh for he is the first messenger Allah sent...

10 sh. ‘Uthaymeen was asked [in the recording of his explanation to
Sahih Bukhari] about a man who insisted that Adam was not a prophet
and he used this verse as a proof; he said: Allah, Exalted is He,
mentions Nuh as the first Messenger and Nuh did not come until after
Adam then that indicates Adam isn’t a prophet? The Sh. responded:
How is that, when indeed the Prophet (plus 4de & la) said: “Indeed
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% The purpose for Imam Bukhari beginning his chapter with
the narration of ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab (may Allah be
pleased with him) even though it has no connection with
revelation is to illustrate that a deed must be performed
upon sincerity to Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, and that
a person should intend by his action the face of Allah and
the home of the Hereafter. Due to this tremendous
narration it necessitates that it be placed in every chapter of
knowledge."

% The Prophet’s (slus 4o & ) statement: “The reward of

deeds depends upon the intentions” /means] the Prophet ( & 1=

pluy 4de) Js expounding upon the principle that every

he is the prophet whom Allah spoke to directly.” As for what is
mentioned in the verse, then this means messengership and for this
reason the people will say on the Day of Resurrection, “Go to Nuh for
he is the first messenger Allah sent to the people on earth.”

" sh. ‘Uthaymeen was asked about this narration of ‘Umar and that he
said this while on the minbar, (i.e. in the presence of the Companions
and others besides them) even so, no one narrated it from him except
Abu Sa’eed Al-Khudree {may Allah be pleased with him) so, is this
narration from the Singular Traditions? The Sh. Replied: Yes, no doubt
it is from the singular traditions, however it is strengthened by the
Book and the Sunnah and its meaning is such that it reaches the level
of recurrent traditions. And let it be known that it does not mean that
because the Companions did not narrate a hadith that they did not
preserve it, for this reason we say: Abu Hurairah (may Allah be pleased
with him) had the most hadith [reported] from amongst the
Companions but that did not mean he had more than Abu Bakr &
‘Umar definitely however he reported them while they were busied
with the affairs of the Muslims; so perhaps some of them did not
narrate it but he was the only one who reported it.
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action is founded upon an intention. Indeed every action
performed volitionally by a rational individual is founded
upon an intention. Hence it is inconceivable that a rational
being can perform an action, except that it is precipitated
by an intention. Furthermore, it has been mentioned by a
group from amongst the Scholars:
G Y Lo s e IS 3330 e ) L

“If Allah had imposed upon us action without intention, it
would indeed have been a burden incapable of being
borne.” .
Therefore, whatever a person intended, for him is what he
intended no matter if what he intended is beneficial or not.
The Prophet (s 4o & ) put forth an example of
emigration, that whoever’s emigration was for Allah and
His Messenger then his emigration was for Allah and His
Messenger; meaning, indeed he had obtained what he
intended. This shows that Allah will make the aflair easy
for him until he achieved what it is he intended and if he
does not obtain it then Allah said:

B e ol o i) A A Al ) el

{He who emigrates (from his home) in the Cause of Allah, will
find on earth many dwelling places and plenty to live by. And
whosoever leaves his home as an emigrant unto Allah and His
Messenger, and death overtakes him, his reward is then surely
incumbent upon Allah.} {4:100}
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As for the other individual, he emigrated also; however, his
emigration was to obtain some worldly benefit or a
woman’s hand in marriage; indeed he emigrated for the
pleasure of both his stomach and privates parts.

The Prophet’s (plus 4de &) L) statement: “ his emigration will
be for what he emigrated for.” (means) ke did not mention them
as he mentioned migrating to Allah and His Messenger in
order to degrade their importance that they become the
intention of the Mubhaajir, the one whom his migration
should only be to Allah and His Messenger, and also to
clarify the lowliness of the one who has them as his

intention in migration.

“The reward of deeds depends upon the intentions and every person will
get the reward according to what he has intended.

The People of Knowledge differed concerning the meaning
of these two introductory sentences. A group of Scholars
maintained that both sentences convey the same meaning.
Thus, the second sentence is nothing but affirmation of the
first. However, this opinion is not correct. Rather it is said
that the words eXpressea’ in the second sentence con vey the
meaning of founding’ as opposed to ‘affirming.’

Upon closer scrutiny one is able to deduce that a vast

difference exists between the two sentences: The first
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sentence implies ‘causation.” And the second sentence

implies ‘consequence.’

b2
(2) Chapter.
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2. Narrated ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her), the Mother of
the faithful: Al-Harith bin Hisham (may Allah be pleased with him)
asked Allah’s Messenger (pluy 4de & La) “O Allah’s Messenger!
How is the Divine Revelation revealed to you?” Allah’s Messenger
(aL-U e A u—‘-d) replied, “Sometimes it is (revealed) like the
ringing of a bell, this form of Revelation is the hardest of them all
and then this state passes off after I have grasped what is revealed.
Sometimes the angel comes in the form of a man and talks to me and
I grasp whatever he says.” ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her)
added: Verily I saw the Prophet (alw_s ade ulm) being inspired
(Divinely) and (noticed) the sweat dropping from his forehead on a
very cold day as the Revelation was over.

% The Explanation: This is a proof that the Messenger
(plos 4de & L) wsed to endure pain [at the time of
being inspired] due to the extreme [weight] of the
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Revelation being revealed, and Allah, Exalted is He

said:

Verily, We shall send down to you a weighty Word (i.e. obligations,
laws). {73:5}

One day while the Messenger’s (plws 4de & \a) head was on
thighs of the noble companion Huthayfah (may Allah be
pleased with him) revelation was revealed to him and due to
the extreme weight of it his thigh was almost crushed” And
this is also from that which Allah, the Mighty and Majestic
commanded him to have patience upon. He, the Most High,
said:

Verily, it is We Who have sent down the Qur'an to you (O
Muhammad alus 4 & <) by stages. Therefore be patient (O
Muhammad aluy 4de & Lla) with constancy to the Command of

your Lord... {76:23-24}

In this hadith we see that Revelation is divided into two types:

12 At-Tabaree collected it in his tafsir
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The First Type: He (plus 4de & JAw) would hear something
like the ringing of a bell and afterwards he would grasp what
has been revealed.

The Second Type: The angel would take the appearance of a
man and converse with him [until] he grasped whatever he
said, and this was done in regards to making the matter easy
for him; because it would be like regular speech (i.e. meaning
something which he is accustom to). Allah, the Most High,
said in His book:

G sB VL5 Bt 5 e 65 e 3 S5 ) A AGKS of B0 SR G

It is not given to any human being that Allah should speak to him
unless (it be) by Revelation, or from behind a veil, or (that) He
sends a Messenger to reveal what He wills by His Leave. {42:51}
Allah, Exalted is He, explained that Him addressing a human
being is of three types:

The First Type: Revelation.

The Second Type: From behind a velil.

The Third Type: That He sends a messenger to reveal what He
wills by His leave.
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(3) Chapter.
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3. Narrated 'Aisha — may Allah be pleased with her - : (the mother of
the faithful believers) The commencement of the (Divine)
Revelation to Allah's Messenger (e-‘“J ale ‘5‘*4) was in the form
of good righteous (true) dreams which came true like bright day
light, and then the love of seclusion was bestowed upon him. He
used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira where he used to worship
(Allah alone) continuously for many days before returning to (or his
desire to see) his family. He used to take with him on the journey
food for the stay and then come back to (his wife) Khadija to take
his food likewise again till suddenly the Truth descended upon him

while he was in the cave of Hira. The angel came to him and asked
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him to read. The Prophet (alus 4de 4l L) replied, "I do not know
how to read. The Prophet (ah,s e ) ‘ALA) added, "Then the angel
caught me (forcefully) and pressed me so hard that I could not bear
it any more. He then released me and again asked me to read and I
replied, 'T do not know how to read.' Thereupon he caught me again
and pressed me a second time till I could not bear it any more. He
then released me and again asked me to read but again I replied, T do
not know how to read (or what shall I read)?' Thereupon he caught
me for the third time and pressed me, and then released me and said,
'Read in the name of your Lord, who has created (all that exists) has
created man from a clot (a piece of thick coagulated blood). Read!
And your Lord is the Most Generous." (v.96:1-3) Then Allah's
Messenger (plus 4de & La) returned with the Revelation and with
his heart beating severely. Then he went to Khadija bint Khuwailid
(may Allah be pleased with her) and said, "Cover me! Cover me!"
They covered him till his fear was over and after that he told her
everything that had happened and said, "I fear that something may
happen to me." Khadija replied, "Never! By Allah, Allah will never
disgrace you. You keep good relations with your kith and kin, help
the poor and the destitute, serve your guests generously and assist the
deserving calamity-afflicted ones." Khadija then accompanied him to
her cousin Waraga bin Naufal bin Asad bin 'Abdul 'Uzza, who,
during the Period of Ignorance became a Christian and used to write
the writing with Hebrew letters. He would write from the Gospel in
Hebrew as much as Allah wished him to write. He was an old man
and had lost his eyesight. Khadija said to Waraqa, "Listen to the
story of your nephew, O my cousin!" Waraqa asked, "O my nephew!
What have you seen?" Allah's Messenger (alus 4de &1 la)
described whatever he had seen. Waraqa said, "This is the same one
who keeps the secrets (angel Gabriel) whom Allah had sent to
Moses. I wish I were young and could live up to the time when your
people would turn you out." Allah's Messenger (plus 4le 4 la)
asked, "Will they drive me out?" Waraqa replied in the affirmative
and said, "Anyone (man) who came with something similar to what
you have brought was treated with hostility; and if I should remain
alive till the day when you will be turned out then I would support
you strongly." But after a few days Waraqa died and the Divine

Revelation was also paused for a while.
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< The Explanation: Her (may Allah be pleased with her)

statement: [The commencement of the (Divine) Revelation to

Allah's Messenger (Au, «k &l Jo) was in the form of good righteous

(true) dreams]: means that from what is well known is
that A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) was not
present at the time of this narration; this is because the
Prophet (s 4de & o) married her when she was
six years old and did not consummate the marriage
with her until she reached the age of nine years old;
and the Messenger (plws 4de &) J\a) arrived in Madina
the fourteenth year after he had been commissioned as
a messenger, and he remained in Makah for thirteen

years, then he migrated to Madina.

In any case the Revelation began before she was born. So
do we say: “This narration of hers is Mursal (i.e. a chain
where the companion has been omitted from it), or do we
say, the Messenger (plus e &) V=) narrated it to her
thereby making it Muttasil (ie. a chain that is
connected)?” The Answer is the second one is closer to the
truth, because she was his wife who accompanied him
night and day and it stands to reason he would have
narrated it to her; for this reason the Scholars of hadith

have related that a narration which is mursal and is linked
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to a companion is void of being interrupted [mungqata’],
because it is a possibility that the Prophet (s 4de &) L)

related it to them.

And this is known with the hadiths narrated by A’ishah
(may Allah be pleased with her). However, we know those
narrations that have been related by Muhammad bin Abi
Bakr are mursal and mungqati’ (i.e. there is a breakage in
the chain), because between him and the Prophet ( & =
plus dle) there is a huge gap. Muhammad bin Abi Bakr
was born after the farewell hajj and it was not possible that
[he was old enough] to be able to understand, discern and
transmit hadith from the Messenger (plus 4o & o)
while in that condition, and because the Prophet ( &) e
pas o) passed away a month after the farewell
pilgrimage.

In addjtion to that, we say that a narration which is mursal
and is linked to a companion, if he be from those
companions who are able to relay that which the Prophet
(Ao ade & Va) parrated to them, then it is [a narration
that is] muttasil, because the origin is that the companions
are void of tadlees (i.e. a hadith whose chain has a narrator
inside it that gives the allusion that it is higher in degree

then it really is) due to their apparent integrity and
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uprightness, so they are far away from tadlees; similar to

the narrations of ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her)
and Abu Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him)
before he accept Islam, and those narrations of Ibn
‘Abbaas (may Allah be pleased with him and his father); if
these narrations were transmitted while in this condition

then it would not be possible for them relay it.

And if he is from those who are not able to relay a hadith
from the Messenger (plus 4de &) V=) then his narration
would be mungata’ [interrupted]; however, the Scholars
have stated: due to the trustworthiness of the Companions
then it takes the ruling of being mutassil [connected]; and
that is the case with the narrations of Muhammad bin Abi

Bakr (may Allah have mercy upon him).

It is permissible for ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with
her) to have narrated the hadith of how the Revelation
started to be revealed to the Messenger (plus 4l & la)
because consideration is given to her connection to the
Messenger (s e & J\) and his profound love for her

that it is conceivable that he is the one who related it to

]16‘1'.
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/
*%* [The commencement of the (Divine) Revelation to Allah's

Messenger (Juy e &\ J0) was in the form of good righteous (true)
dreams which came true like bright day light]: Meaning it was

distinctively clear no matter whether he received it
during [the same] day or the next day; consideration is
not given to what he [actually] saw but what is
important is that it came to him clear like the bright

day light.

This statement of ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with her) is a
proof that righteous dreams which one dreamt of is a form of
revelation and it like what has been reported from the Prophet

(plus 4de & JLa): “That dreams are forty sixth parts of prophet
hood...” [Bukhari]

%* [and then the love of seclusion was bestowed upon him]: Meaning
Allah had made dear to the Messenger’s ( s 4de & Jla
) soul to seclude himself far away from the people;
and that was due to his displeasure of the customs and
mannerisms of the people of ignorance and their
misguided acts of worship. So he (sl 5 4de & o)
chose a place where he would be the furthest away
from the people and it would be difficult for them to
be able to access, and [this was the] cave Hira. It is a

cave inside a well-known mountain that is on the right
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side to the entrance of Makah from the Eastern side;
and its distance extends to the peak of the mountain
and ascending it is difficult; however Allah, Exalted is
He, aided His Messenger (alw s 4de &) J\a) with a
strong physique and courageous heart in order to
prepare him for the Revelation. Nevertheless, who else
besides him is able to sleep during dark moonlit nights
alone at the top of the mountain had not Allah aided
him (e 5 Ade & Vo) with what He aided him with?/

Indeed some of the People of Knowledge have said: “Verily the
fact that the Prophet (pls 5 4de &) =) was merely alone in a
place like this itself is a sign; likewise the difficulty and
hardship one must undergo to reach such a place and in
addition to that the Prophet (pls 5 4de &) la) remained by
himself at the top of this mountain in between the peaks of
other mountains, no doubt this being the aid and assistance he

received from Allah, Exalted and Glorious is He.

) . . N .
%* [He used to go in seclusion in the cave of Hira where he used to

worship (Allah alone) continuously for many days...]: 7Zhe

scholars have said: “Indeed his statement, [he used to

33| Page



The Book of Revelation Shaykh ‘Uthaymeen Sﬁ‘;}‘ 9'3'.; “—’\:‘S

worship], it was interpolated by the words of Az-Zuhree

(may Allah have mercy upon him ).13

Al-Idrasj [interpolated]: is when a narrator inserts words into
the text of the narration which isn’t from it. Is the origin [of
the narration] idraaj or is it without it? The Answer is it is
absent of idraaj; however, one is able to detect idraaj by
Qaaraain, or a hadith that has been transmitted by another
narrator which contains within it that which is free of idraaj, or

something similar to that.

% [he used to worship: Jt is as if Az-Zuhree (may Allah have
mercy upon him) used as proof for his explaining
Tahanuth’ to mean ‘ta‘abbud [i.e. worship]’ because it
is that which is the opposite of ‘ta’abbud’ when it is
well-known that the linguistic meaning of tahanuth’ is
to perpetrate a ‘hinth’ (i.e. sin), and ‘hinth’ is a sin just

as He, the Most High, said:

pil il e et 1,08,

And were persisting in great sin (joining partners in worship along
with Allah, committing murder and other crimes) {56:46}

2 He is Muhammad bin Muslim bin ‘Ubaidallah bin ‘Abdullah bin
Shihaab bin AlHaarith bin Zuhra Al-lmam, Al-Aalim, a Haafidz during
his time, Abu Bakr Al-Qurashy, Az-Zuhree, Al-Madani.
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Likewise, ‘tahanuth’ can refer to relinquishing oneself from sin
and based upon this it means ‘ta’abbud’ [i.e. worship]; because
to relinquish oneself from ‘hinth’ is to relinquish oneself from

sin.

However, how did the Prophet (s 4e &) ) worship? Was
it by Inspiration, or according to the religion of Ishma'eel
which remained amongst the Arabs, or by that which the fitrah

[ie. natural disposition] necessitates? All of these are

possibilities; however, it is no doubt that the Prophet ( 4 1=

el s ade) used to feel when he was in the cave of Hira closeness
to Allah, or he sought a nearness to Him and it was the same
whether it was by that which Allah had inspired to him of
worship, or of what remained of Isma'eel’s religion, or by the

fitrah; what is important is that the Prophet (phus 4o & )

used to worship Allah alone.

o
% [before returning to (or his desire to see) his family]: Meaning
before returning to his family, and he would take

provisions equivalent to those nights he would remain

there; because human beings are in need of food and
drink to survive.
’:’ [till suddenly the Truth descended upon him]: Meamhg the

angel came to him while he was in the cave Hira.
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. .
%°* [the Truth]: Meaning the Revelation.

%% [The angel came to him and asked him to read. The Prophet ( 41 -
duy ) replied, "T do not know how to read”: And the Prophet
(pl 5 4de & ) did not reply. “I will not read.” This
is because his saying, ‘1 do not know how to read”: means,
‘T am not from those who are literate.” And surely the
Prophet (pls 5 4l &) L) spoke the truth, because he
was from those who were illiterate; also he has been

described as the unlettered Prophet.

#’ ["Then the angel caught me (forcefully) and pressed me]:
Meaning he squeezed me and seized me forcefully.

#* [so hard that I could not bear it any more]: Meaning [not able

to] endure: meaning his grip was extremely strong.

[He then released me and again asked me to read and I replied, 'I do
not know how to read.! Thereupon he caught me again and pressed

me a second time till I could not bear it any more]

% [I replied,): This statement of his (plw 5 4o & la)
indicates that the Messenger (pu 5 4de & la)
narrated this to ‘A’ishah (may Allah be pleased with
her).

L)

[Thereupon he caught me again and pressed me a second time till T
could not bear it any more. He then released me and again asked me
to read but again I replied, 'I do not know how to read (or what
shall T read)? Thereupon he caught me for the third time and

pressed me, and then released me and said, 'Read in the name of

your Lord, who has created (all that exists)]: This was the first
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verse revealed to the Messenger (plu 5 4de &) la),
14

and in this is a proof that the basmalah is not from

the surah; because here, the angel didn’t mentioned it,

jJust as it Is not mentioned in the hadith of Abu
Hurayrah (may Allah be pleased with him):

O (5 Uiy (0 Sl i
Allah the Exalted had said: “I have divided the prayer into two
halves between Me and My servant...” [Muslim |

+¢* [Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that
exists). He has created man from a clot (a piece of thick
coagulated blood). Read! And your Lord is the Most
Generous. Who has taught (the writing) by the pen. He has

taught man that which he knew not]: Pay close attention
to these tremendous verses which Allah began by
mentioning therein the creation and the oneness of His
Lordship; so He mentions that the son of Adam was
created from ‘alag (a piece of thick coagulated blood)
without mentioning nutfah (mixed drops of male and
female sexual discharge ie. the offspring of Adam),
because the substance of life is the blood which began
from the ‘alag. Then Allah moves on to the next favor

He bestowed upon His servant which is a huge

14 [TN] The saying of, In the name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the
Bestower of Mercy.
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tremendous favor. He said: {Who has taught (the

writing) by the pen. He has taught man that which he
knew not}: This is a tremendous favor [conferred upon

man from Allah}, that Allah taught you by the pen and
He taught you that which you knew not. And
contained within this is a suggestion that Messenger
(Auy e & JAa) shall memorize what has been
revealed to him, and one of the means to preserve it is
knowledge taught by the pen and knowledge by way of
writing.

%* [Then Allah's Messenger (plus 4de & ba) returned with the
Revelation and with his heart beating severely]: Meaning
between fear and astonishment; so what was it that
came to him? And had it not been for the fact that
Allah fastened his heart, the affair would have been
more intense than this; so this strange angel appeared
to him and this engagement of his was a great
engagement, then afterwards these tremendous verses
were revealed to him whereby he was able to recite
them.

%* [Then he went to Khadija bint Khuwailid (may Allah be pleased with

her)]: His connection to her was due to her being his

wife, so he informed her of that which took place.
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% [and said, "Cover me! Cover mel"]: So they covered him,
meaning they wrapped him up with a blanket.

% [till his fear was over]: Meaning they covered him until he
was no longer panicked.

** [and after that he told her everything that had happened and said, "I
fear that something may happen to me."]: Meaning he feared

for himself death, or insanity, or delusion or whatever
is similar to that; because his encounter with the angel

was a strange occurrence.

*
0’0

[Khadija replied, "Never! By Allah, Allah will never disgrace you.
You keep good relations with your kith and kin, help the poor and

the destitute, serve your guests generously and assist the deserving

calamity-afflicted ones."]: Allahu Akbar (Allah is greater
than all things)! The intelligence of this woman is
amazing. She used the favor of Allah which He
conferred upon him as a proof that He would never

disgrace him, and this is derived from His statement:

(il )i AL i’y Ty ] (e Gald

As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to Allah and
fears Him, And believes in Al-Husna. We will make smooth for him
the path of ease (goodness). {92:5-7}

So when you see a man that Allah has favored with these
characteristics then know that he is from the pious and the

path of ease has been made smooth for him; so as long as the
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affairs remain upon goodness then things will be made smooth
for him; this is immediate glad tidings for the believer. We ask
Allah to make us and you from its people. [Ameen]

And when she noticed that the Prophet (plus 4de & la)
possessed these noble characteristics she said: ‘Tt is not possible
that Allah will ever disgrace you and nor will He humiliate
you, or openly afflict the likes of this upon you ever; this is due
to those tremendous praiseworthy characteristics that are

numerous inside you.

[You keep good relations with your Kith and kin]: Glorified be Allah
(and high is He above all that which they associate with Him)!
The natural disposition of a person is that whoever keeps good
relations with kith and kin Allah will keep good relation with

him and this is something that has been affirmed in the sahih:
“Verily Allah created the universe and when He had finished that,

ties of relationship came forward and said “This is the place for
him who seeks refuge from severing (of blood-relationship).” He
said: “Yes. Are you not satisfied that I should keep relationship
with one who joins your ties of relationship and sever it with one
who severs your (ties of relationship)?’ They (the ties of blood)
said: ‘Certainly so.” “[Agreed Upon|

And who is the one that maintains good relations? Is he the

one who if his relatives keep good ties with him, he would
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keep good ties with them? The answer is no, because this

would only mean his keeping good relations is reciprocal.

However, the one that keeps good ties is the one who if his
people sever ties with him, he would still keep ties with them;
for this reason when a man came to the Prophet ( 4de &) Jla
elus) and said to him:

““O Allah’s Messenger, I have relatives with whom I try, to have
close relationship, but they sever (this relation). I treat them well,
but they treat me ill. I am sweet to them but they are harsh
towards me.” Upon this he (plas ade & L) said: ‘If it is so as
you say, then you in fact throw hot ashes (upon their faces) and
there would always remain with you on behalf of Allah (an Angel
to support you) who would keep you dominant over them so
long as you adhere to this (path of righteousness).”” [Muslim |

And the underlying point of the hadith: is that Khadijah (may
Allah be pleased with her) used the fact that the Messenger
(phos 4le & V) kept good relations between his kith and kin
and the rest of the noble qualities he had as a proof that Allah

would never disgrace him.

3% [help the poor]: Meaning the one who is unable to take
care of himself out of hardship, you (s 4 &1 L)
extend yourself to help; and if he is poor you help
him by giving him charity; and if he has a weakness
in his body then you help him by assisting him. The
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Prophet (pus e & (a) used to... (words aren’t
clear) before and after he was commissioned as a
prophet, and as you all are familiar with the fact that
he (plus 4o & o) used to fasten a stone to his belly
to stop the pains of hunger. Also, he used to give like
one who was not afraid of poverty, for indeed it has
been reported that he (plws 4de & =) once gave a
man a large flock (of sheep and goats).”” And this
means it was a lot, even so when the Messenger ( =
plus e &) passed he did not leave anything behind
except his white mule and his iron armor which he
mortgaged to a Jew and a piece of land he gave away
in charity. This is the noble generosity of our beloved
Prophet (plus 4de & o),

%* [and the destitute]: Due to the generosity of the Prophet
(el 5 e &l ) towards the destitute he would
gather aid and assistance for the poor and for other
than himself whereby others can benefit from this

good.

R/ .
*%* [serve your guests generously]: Meanmg you would bestow

upon your guests generously, and it is to serve the

guests with honor; for the Prophet (s 5 4de &) i)

15 .
Muslim

42| Page



The Book of Revelation Shaykh ‘Uthaymeen SEP_;\ “:\; uUS

before revelation was revealed to him used to show

great hospitality to his guests.

9% [and assist the deserving calamity-afflicted ones]: The deserving
calamity-afflicted refers to whatever problems of
misfortune have befallen the people. If someone is
truly deserving of a calamity, then the Prophet (| =
s 5 ale &) would aid and assist him and if this was
not the case that he was deserving a calamity, then he

would not help him.

So these great and esteemed noble characteristics are such that
if someone possesses them it is not possible that Allah will ever
disgrace him, because that will be in opposition to what His,
the Mighty and Majestic, Hikmah (Wisdom) entails; for He,
the Most High, is Al-Hakeem (the All-Wise), whereby He
places all things in their proper places; and whoever’s vessel
[i.e. heart] contains good then Allah fills his vessel up with
good and whoever's vessel contains evil then he is prohibited

from attaining good just as He, the Most High stated:

g
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So when they turned away (from the Path of Allah), Allah turned
their hearts away (from the Right Path). And Allah guides not the
people who are Fasiqun (the rebellious, the disobedient to Allah).
{61:5}
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% [Khadija then accompanied him to her cousin Waraqa bin Naufal
bin Asad bin 'Abdul 'Uzza, who, during the Period of Ignorance
became a Christian and used to write the writing with Hebrew
letters. He would write from the Gospel in Hebrew as much as Allah
wished him to write. He was an old man and had lost his eyesight.
Khadija said to Waraqa, "Listen to the story of your nephew, O my
cousin!" Waraqa asked, "O my nephew! What have you seen?"

Allah's Messenger (plu s 4le &l L) described whatever he had seen.
Waraqa said, "This is the same one who keeps the secrets (angel
Gabriel) whom Allah had sent to Moses. I wish I were young and
could live up to the time when your people would turn you out."
Allah's Messenger (aluu ale A g;Lé) asked, "Will they drive me
out?"" Waraqa replied in the affirmative and said, "Anyone (man)
who came with something similar to what you have brought was
treated with hostility; and if I should remain alive till the day when
you will be turned out then I would support you strongly." But after
a few days Waraqa died and the Divine Revelation was also paused

for a while.]: This portion of the hadith explains therein
that when the Prophet (plus 4de &) =) informed his
wife Khadijah (may Allah be pleased with her) of what
took place she then accompanied him to her cousin
Waraga bin Naufal; this is because he had knowledge
of the previous scripture whereas he became Christian.
And [possibly] it was that the distortion in the religion
of Christianity did not occur until affer the coming of
the Messenger (plus 4de &) ), or at that time the
distortion did exist, however it was not like the
distortion that took place after the coming of the
Messenger (plus 4o &) Jwa); this is because that which

happened after his (plws 4de & ) coming was a great
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distortion, and certainly they place therein some way or
another the rejection of Muhammad's ( e &) la
dws) prophethood even though his prophethood is
established in the Injeel.

¢ ["This is the same one who keeps the secrets (angel Gabriel) whom

Allah had sent to Moses.]: AI-Namus, what it is said about
him is “Verily he is the messenger who keeps the
secrets and whom is sent with the secrets.” What is
intended by AlI-Namus here is Jibreel (; I»)L.«f/ ake).

% [I wish I were young]: Meaning, “I wish I could live up
until the time your people would drive you out.” This
is from the keen eye of Waraga bin Naufal that the
Prophet (plus 4de & ) shall be driven out of his
homeland; this is because he drew a conclusion from
the fact that there has never been a man that came
with the likes of that which he came with except that
he met aversion from his people; and this is what

actually took place.

+¢ [and if T should remain alive till the day when you will be turned out

then I would support you strongly]: However, he did not
remained alive until then. Some of the People of
Knowledge had said: that Waraqa bin Naufal was the
first to believe in Muhammad (plus 4de &) Ja) from

the men. This is correct; however, he is the first of the
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men to believe in him before the message; because the
Messenger (plus 4de & =) at the time when surah
‘Alag was revealed he was not a messenger then but a

prophet; whereas the first to believe in him after the
message was Abu Bakr (may Allah be pleased with
him).
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4 Narrated Jabir bin 'Abdullah Al-Ansari while talking about the period of
pause in revelation, reported the speech of the Prophet (plus 4de & L),
“While I was walking, all of a sudden I heard a voice from the sky. I looked up
and saw the same angel who had visited me at the cave of Hira' sitting on a
chair between the sky and the earth. I got afraid of him and came back home
and said, 'Wrap me (in blankets).' And then Allah revealed the following Holy
Verses (of Quran): 'O you (ie. Muhammad)! Wrapped up in
garments!' Arise and warn (the people against Allah's Punishment)... up
to 'and desert the idols.' (74.1-5) after this the revelation started coming
strongly, frequently and regularly."
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(4) Chapter.
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5 Narrated Sa’id bin Jubair: Ibn 'Abbas in the explanation of the Statement of
Allah, the Most High: 'Move not your tongue concerning (the Quran)
to make haste therewith." (75.16) said: "Allah's Messenger ( 4= &) la
plus) used to bear the revelation with great trouble and used to move his lips
(quickly with the Inspiration)." Ibn 'Abbas moved his lips saying, "I am
moving my lips in front of you as Allah's Messenger (e-\u,s agle A g;LA) used to
move his." Sa'id moved his lips saying: "I am moving my lips, as I saw Ibn
'Abbas moving his." Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) added, "So
Allah the Most High revealed "Move not your tongue concerning (the
Qur'an) to make haste therewith. It is for us to collect it and to give
you (O Muhammad) the ability to recite it (the Qur'an).” (75.16-17)
which means that Allah will make him (the Prophet ) remember the portion of
the Qur'an which was revealed at that time by heart and recite it. The
Statement of Allah: ‘And when we have recited it to you (O
Muhammad through Gabriel) then you follow its (Qur'an) recital’
(75.18) means 'listen to it and be silent.' Then it is for Us (Allah) to make
It clear to you' (75.19) means "Then it is (for Allah) to make you recite it
(and its meaning will be clear by itself through your tongue). Afterwards,
Allah's Messenger (e-‘-'-U e A g‘m) used to listen to Gabriel whenever he

came and after his departure he used to recite it as Gabriel had recited it."
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&% The benefits contained within these verses are
numerous:

1. Allah’s the Most High, statement: {It is for us to collect

it and to give you (O Muhammad) the ability to recite it}:
meaning Allah has taken upon Himself the

responsibility of gathering the Qur'an and given the
Prophet (plus 4de & o) the ability to recite it.
2. His, Exalted is He, statement: {*And when we have

recited it to you (O Muhammad through Gabriel) then you

follow its (Qur'an) recital'}: means the one who recited it
to you is Jibreel; however, when he used to recite it to
the Messenger of Allah (plus 4de & M) it is as if his
recitation becomes Allah’s recitation, why is this? It is
because the speech of Jibreel [comes] from the speech
of Allah and he does not come with anything except
the word of Allah, the Mighty and Majestic.

3. His, Exalted is e, statement: {Then it is for Us (Allah)
to make It clear to you'}: Alfah has made it binding
upon Himself to the gather this Qur'an and has placed
Jibreel as an intermediary between Himself and the
Prophet (plus 4o & L) reciting it unto him, then He
made it binding upon Himself to explain it, and there
is not anything that remained hidden therein; and this

is from the completeness of Allah’s concern regarding
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His speech, and that it is He Who protects and
preserves it and has made it binding upon Himself to

collect it and recite it.

And it is for this reason that it is incumbent upon us that we
know that there is not anything contained within the Noble
Qur’an that no one will ever know its meaning, so there is not
anything contained within it except that the people know of its
meaning. However, it might be obscure from some people,
either due to one’s inability or deficiency. However, it is not
possible that it is unknown to everyone. So there is not even
one word that anyone from amongst the people does not
knows its meaning; this is because Allah, the Most High, said:
{Then it is for Us (Allah) to make It clear to you'} and He also

said:

. W sw =z
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And We have sent down to you the Book (the Qur'an) as an
exposition of everything... {16:89}

0585 STy ) I3 e A

...that you may explain clearly to men what is sent down to them,
and that they may give thought... {16:44}

So with this we come to know that the methodology of the

people of tatweed is mistaken, those who say about the verses
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pertaining to Allah’s perfect Attributes: “[Only] Allah knows
their meaning and we do not know what Allah intends by
them.” Verily, this statement of theirs is sheer falsehood,
whereby it opens the door for the philosophers and heretics in

their attack against the people of tafweed. They say: “You do

6
not know anything; we are the ones who know. <

5. Chapter.
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6 Narrated Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him): Allah's Messenger

(?"L‘“ 5 4de & é“‘) was the most generous of all the people and he used to
reach the peak in generosity in the month of Ramadan when Gabriel met him.
Gabriel used to meet him every night of Ramadan to teach him the Qur'an.
Allah's Messenger (plw 5 4de 4 La) was the most generous person, even
more generous than the fair winds [sent (by Allah) with glad tidings (of rain),
(in readiness and haste to do charitable deeds].

¢ And the wisdom behind them reviewing it in Ramadan

is that it is the month in which the Qur'an was

® Look into: ‘Sharh ‘Ageedah Waasitiyyah by the Noble Shaykh

Muhammmad bin Salih A'Uthaymenn (may Allah have mercy upon
him).
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revealed, also the wisdom behind them reviewing it
every year is so that the Messenger (sl 5 4de &) la)
could be proficient in that which he read of it and so
that he would remember the revelation at the time

Jibreel brought it down to him.

6 Chapter.
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7. Narrated 'Abdullah bin 'Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him): Abu
Sufyan bin Harb informed me that Heraclius had sent a messenger to him
while he had been accompanying a caravan from Quraish. They were
merchants doing business in Sham (Syria, Palestine, Lebanon and Jordan), at
the time when Allah's Messenger (?L.. 5 ade Qm) had a truce with Abu
Sufyan and the Quraish infidels. So Abu Sufyan and his companions went to
Heraclius at Ilya (Jerusalem). Heraclius called them in the court and he had all
the senior Roman dignitaries around him. He called for his translator who,

translating Heraclius's question said to them, "Who amongst you is closely
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related to that man who claims to be a Prophet?"" Abu Sufyan replied, "I am
the nearest relative to him (amongst the group)." Heraclius said, "Bring him
(Abu Sufyan) close to me and make his companions stand behind him." Abu
Sufyan added, “Heraclius told his translator to tell my companions that he
wanted to put some questions to me regarding that man (The Prophet) and
that if I told a lie they (my companions) should contradict me." Abu Sufyan
added, "By Allah! Had I not been afraid of my companions labeling me a liar, I
would not have spoken the truth about the Prophet (plw 5 4de 4 =), The
first question he asked me about him was: 'What is his family status amongst
you?' I replied, "He belongs to a good (noble) family amongst us.' Heraclius
further asked, 'Has anybody amongst you ever claimed the same (i.e. to be a
Prophet) before him?' I replied, 'No." He said, "Was anybody amongst his
ancestors a king?' I replied, 'No.' Heraclius asked, 'Do the nobles or the poor
follow him?' I replied, 'It is the poor who follow him." He said, 'Are his
followers increasing or decreasing (day by day)? I replied, 'They are increasing.'
He then asked, 'Does anybody amongst those who embrace his religion
become displeased and renounce the religion afterwards? I replied, "No.'
Heraclius said, 'Have you ever accused him of telling lies before his claim (to
be a Prophet)?' I replied, 'No. ‘Heraclius said, 'Does he break his promises?' I
replied, 'No. We are at truce with him but we do not know what he will do in
it I could not find an opportunity to say anything against him except that.
Heraclius asked, 'Have you ever had a war with him?' I replied, 'Yes.' Then he
said, "What was the outcome of the battles?' I replied, 'Sometimes he was
victorious and sometimes we.' Heraclius said, "What does he order you to do?'
I said, 'He tells us to worship Allah and Allah alone and not to worship
anything along with Him, and to renounce all that our ancestors had said. He
orders us to pray, to speak the truth, to be chaste and to keep good relations
with our kith and kin.' Heraclius asked the translator to convey to me the
following, I asked you about his family and your reply was that he belonged to
a very noble family. In fact all the Messengers come from noble families
amongst their respective peoples. I questioned you whether anybody else
amongst you claimed such a thing; your reply was in the negative. If the answer
had been in the affirmative, I would have thought that this man was following
the previous man's statement. Then I asked you whether anyone of his
ancestors was a king. Your reply was in the negative, and if it had been in the
affirmative, I would have thought that this man wanted to take back his
ancestral kingdom. I further asked whether he was ever accused of telling lies
before he said what he said, and your reply was in the negative. So I wondered
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how a person who does not tell a lie about others could ever tell a lie about
Allah. I then asked you whether the rich people followed him or the poor. You
replied that it was the poor who followed him. And in fact these (poor always)
are the followers of the Messengers. Then I asked you whether his followers
were increasing or decreasing. You replied that they were increasing, and in fact
this is the way of true faith, till it is complete in all respects. I further asked
you whether there was anybody, who, after embracing his religion, became
displeased and discarded his religion. Your reply was in the negative, and in
fact this is (the sign of) true faith, when its delight enters the hearts and mixes
with them completely. I asked you whether he had ever betrayed. You replied
in the negative and likewise the Messengers never betray. Then I asked you
what he ordered you to do. You replied that he ordered you to worship Allah
and Allah alone and not to worship anything along with Him and forbade you
to worship idols and ordered you to pray, to speak the truth and to be chaste.
If what you have said is true, he will very soon occupy this place underneath
my feet and I knew it (from the scriptures) that he was going to appear but I
did not know that he would be from you, and if I could reach him definitely, I
would go immediately to meet him and if I were with him, I would certainly
wash his feet! Heraclius then asked for the letter addressed by Allah's
Messenger (alw sagle Al g_g-""‘) which was delivered by Dihya to the Governor
of Busra, who forwarded it to Heraclius to read. The contents of the letter
were as follows: "In the name of Allah the Beneficent, the Merciful (This letter
is) from Muhammad the slave of Allah and His Messenger to Heraclius the
ruler of Byzantine. Peace be upon him, who follows the right path.
Furthermore I invite you to Islam, and if you become a Muslim you will be
safe, and Allah will double your reward, and if you reject this invitation of
Islam you will be committing a sin by misguiding your Arisiyin (peasants).
(And I recite to you Allah's Statement :) 'O people of the scripture!
Come to a word common to you and us that we worship none but
Allah and that we associate nothing in worship with Him, and that
none of us shall take others as Lords beside Allah. Then, if they
turn away, say: Bear witness that we are Muslims (those who have
surrendered to Allah).' (3:64). Abu Sufyan then added, "When Heraclius
had finished his speech and had read the letter, there was a great hue and cry in
the Royal Court. So we were turned out of the court. I told my companions
that the question of Ibn-Abi-Kabsha) (the Prophet Muhammad) has become
so prominent that even the King of Bani Al-Asfar (Byzantine) is afraid of him.
Then I started to become sure that he (the Prophet) would be the conqueror in
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the near future till I embraced Islam (i.e. Allah guided me to it)." The sub
narrator adds, "Ibn An-Natur was the Governor of Ilya' (Jerusalem) and
Heraclius was the head of the Christians of Sham. Ibn An-Natur narrates that
once while Heraclius was visiting ilya' (Jerusalem), he got up in the morning
with a sad mood. Some of his priests asked him why he was in that mood.
Heraclius was a foreteller and an astrologer. He replied, 'At night when I
looked at the stars, I saw that the leader of those who practice circumcision
had appeared (become the conqueror). Who are they who practice
circumcision? The people replied, 'Except the Jews nobody practices
circumcision, so you should not be afraid of them (Jews). "Just issue orders to
kill every Jew present in the country! While they were discussing it, a
messenger sent by the king of Ghassan to convey the news of Allah's Apostle
to Heraclius was brought in. Having heard the news, he (Heraclius) ordered
the people to go and see whether the messenger of Ghassan was circumcised.
The people, after seeing him, told Heraclius that he was circumcised. Heraclius
then asked him about the Arabs. The messenger replied, 'Arabs also practice
circumcision.' (After hearing that) Heraclius remarked that sovereignty of the
"Arabs had appeared. Heraclius then wrote a letter to his friend in Rome who
was as good as Heraclius in knowledge. Heraclius then left for Homs. (a town
in Syrian and stayed there till he received the reply of his letter from his friend
who agreed with him in his opinion about the emergence of the Prophet and
the fact that he was a Prophet. On that, Heraclius invited all the heads of the
Byzantines to assemble in his palace at Homs, When they assembled, he
ordered that all the doors of his palace be closed. Then he came out and said,
'O Byzantines! If success is your desire and if you seek right guidance and want
your empire to remain then give a pledge of allegiance to this Prophet (i.e.
embrace Islam).' (On hearing the views of Heraclius) the people ran towards
the gates of the palace like onagers but found the doors closed. Heraclius
realized their hatred towards Islam and when he lost the hope of their
embracing Islam, he ordered that they should be brought back in audience.
(When they returned) he said, "What already said was just to test the strength
of your conviction and I have seen it.' The people prostrated before him and
became pleased with him, and this was the end of Heraclius's story (in
connection with his faith).

2

% The Explanation: This narration is also from among

those tremendous narrations which are more befitting
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to be written and preserved; the reason being is that
this narration comprises praiseworthy descriptions of
both the Prophet (ps 5 4o & ) and his
companions, in addition to that, it also comprises this
intelligent king’s affirmation that the Prophet ( & Jha
ple s 4le) was a true prophet.

Also, included in this narration is the truthfulness of this king’s
expectation whereas he said: “If what you have said is true, he will very
soon occupy this place underneath my feet...” And this is what actually
occurred; because the Messenger of Allah (plw 5 4de &) =) did
occupied that very place underneath his feet; however, he did
not rule over it personally [in his lifetime], but rather
legislatively; meaning: that which the Messenger ( 5 4de & Jla
¢lw) had legislated reached this place and his successors ruled

over It.

0

% ["By Allah! Had I not been afraid of my companions labeling me a
liar, I would not have spoken the truth about the Prophet ( & La

el 5 4de)]: The one who said this is Abu Sufyan (may
Allah be pleased with him); so ponder over how Abu
Sufyan, who was a disbeliever at that time was afraid
of his companions labeling him a liar, while today the
Muslims are at ease with being labeled as a liar. What

is indicated from this is that the people regarding this
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affair are much distanced from Islam; rather they are
even distanced from the characteristics of the Arabs

during the period of pre-Islamic ignorance.

¢ [We are at truce with him but we do not know what he will do in

it": Abu Sufyan (may Allah have mercy upon him)
knew that the Prophet (sl 5 4de &) ) did not break
his promises; however, he responded in this way

because it was the only way to discredit the Prophet
(o 5 e & Na), and it was for this reason he said: “1

could not find an opportunity to say anything against him except
that.”

And each of these questions which Heraclius asked Abu Sufyan
about shows that he is a man of intelligence; however, did he
benefit from his intelligence? The Answer is no; he may be
intelligent but not perfect!! Or if you like then say: he may be
intelligent but not wise; because intelligence is one thing and

understanding is another.

That which is important is that these eleven tremendous
questions posed by this king and the answers given by Abu
Sufyan — all were truthful except for the insult which he
hurtled at the Prophet (fw 5 4de &) M=) that he alluded to in

his statement: “We are at truce with him but we do not know what he will

do in it?”
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As for whatever benefits this hadith contains then they are
many, and from the most important of them is the guidance of
the Prophet (pls 5 4o & J\w) in writing the letter to the king;
and what this does is shows that it is not for anyone to degrade
himself into thinking that he is not befitting to write a letter to
the ruler [advising] according to what he deems to be the truth.
The same goes whether it is the ruler of his land in particular
or it is other rulers, for perhaps a word which he hears or reads
may enter his breast and Allah may cause him to benefit from

Iit.

And here is Musa ( (’w\ aJc) who gathered the people and the
magicians on the day of festival, and when they all had

assembled he said to them one statement:

5T e R N B ey (Sl G Al e 1y U ST

"Woe unto you! Invent not a lie against Allah, lest He should
destroy you completely by a torment. And surely, he who invents a
lie (against Allah) will fail miserably.”" {20:61}

So this [one] statement is like an atomic bomb; so they debated
with one another over what it is they must do, and anytime a
people fall into disputing with one another it opens the door of
despair and causes them to weaken and lose courage. Allah,

Exalted is He said:
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...and do not dispute (with one another) lest you lose courage and
your strength departs, and be patient. Surely, Allah is with those
who are As-Sabirun (the patient). {8:46}

And for this reason the magicians believed in Musa (M) aje);
while at the beginning of the day they were disbelieving
magicians and at the ending of the day they were devoted
believers. And that is bounty of Allah; He gives it to whom He
wills.
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