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A Concise Explanation o f Lamiyah Sliaykh Ahmad al-Najnii

Transliteration Table

Consonants
{- » 0 d d A k
L_J b j dh t J 1
iZj t J r z t1 m
A*_> th j z t

* 6 n
£ j u- s t gh A h
L h AO" sh t_3 f 3 w
t kh s J q 6 y

Vowels
Short - a - i % u
Long L a S?T I 3- u

D iphthongs aw ^  ay

The Mighty and Majestic.
The Sublime and Exalted.
May Allah make good m ention o f His Prophet in the 
highest company and grant him safety in this life and 
the next.
May Allah be pleased with him.
May Allah show mercy to him.
Peace be upon him.
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A  Concise Explanation of Lam iyah Shaykh A hm ad  a l-N ajm J

Translator’s Introduction

In the  N am e o f  Allah, T h e  M ost M ercifu l, T h e  B en eficen t

Ind eed  all praise is due to  Allah. W e  praise H im , seek H is aid, ask 
for H is forgiveness and  rep en t to  H im . W e  seek refuge  w ith  Allah 

from  the evil o f  o u r  o w n  souls and  from  the  evil o f  o u r  w icked  
actions. W h o m so ev e r Allah gu ides, th en  n o n e  can m isguide; and 
w h om soev er Allah m isguides, th en  n o n e  can gu ide.

I testify th a t n o n e  has the  r ig h t to  be w o rsh ipp ed  excep t Allah, alone 
w ith o u t any  partner; and  I testify th a t M u h am m ad  is H is slave and  
M essenger. M ay ab u n d an t peace and  blessings be u p o n  h im , his 
fam ily and  all o f  his com pan ions.
T h is is a transla tion  o f  Shaykh A h m ad  a l-N a jm i’s concise, y e t 
ex trem ely  beneficial, exp lan atio n  o f  the  L am iyah p o em , w h ich  is 
ascribed to  Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn  Taym Tyah. It com prises o f  six teen 
lines o f  po e try , w h ich  are easy to  m em orize , and  a g reat 
in tro d u c to ry  tex t o f  creed  for ch ild ren  and  beg inners.
T h is p o em  con tains a n u m b e r fund am en ta l beliefs o f  A hl a l-S un nah  
W a  al-Jam a ah and  accurate ly  describes them :

1. T h e  excellence o f  the  C o m p an io n s
2. M ak in g  Tawassul to  Allah th ro u g h  one 's  love o f  th em
3. T h e  sup erio rity  o f  A bu B akr al-S idd lq
4. B elief th a t the  Q u r ’an  is the Speech o f  Allah, un crea ted
5. R eferrin g  to  the  Q u r ’an and  the S unnah
6 . B eliev ing  in  th e  verses o f  the  a ttribu tes u p o n  the  w ay  o f  the 

Salaf
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A  Concise Explanation of Lannyah Shay hit A lnnad a l-N a jn ti

7. R efu tin g  those w h o  deny  A llah’s a ttribu tes based on  the 
sta tem en t o f  a l-A khtal

8 . B elie f in  seeing  Allah in the  H ereafter
9. B e lie f in  A llah’s descen t to  the  low est heaven  w ith o u t ask ing  

h o w
10. B e lie f in  the B alance, Pool and  Sirat (from  the affairs o f  the 

H ereafter)
11. T h e  p u n ish m en t o f  the  Fire and  the  rew ard  o f  Paradise
12. T h e  q u estio n in g  in the  grave
13. A nd  estab lish ing  this was the creed o f  the  fou r Im am s 

A few  po in ts p e rta in in g  to  the  translation:

•  T h e  b o o k  th a t w as relied u p o n  for this transla tion  was 
p rin ted  by  D ar a l-M inhaj (2015C E). A few  footno tes, w h ich  
w ere  n o t m en tio n ed  by  the  Shaykh him self, have been  
o m itted  to  keep this w o rk  as sim ple as possible.

•  T w o  sections have been  added to  this bo ok . T h e  first is 
co n c e rn in g  the im p ortance  o f  A qldah, and  the  second is a 
b r ie f  discussion ab o u t the ascrip tion  o f  this b o o k  to  Ibn 
TaymTyah.

•  A ny no tes added by  the transla to r have been  h ig h lig h ted  
u sing  [T N ].
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A  Concise Explanation of Lam iyah Shayhh Ahmad al-N ajm i

A  B rie f Biography o f  Shaykh al- 
Islam Ibn Taym lyah

H e is T aq iy  al-DTn, A bu a l- ‘Abbas, A hm ad  b in  A bd a l-H a lim  b in  
A bd al-Salam  b in  A bd Allah b in  A b l a l-Q asim  b in  a l-K h id r b in  

M u ham m ad  b in  T ay m ly ah  a l-H a rran l, th en  a l-D im ash q l. H e  cam e 
from  a fam ily o f  learned scholars. H e was b o rn  in  H arran , so u th 
eastern  T u rk ey , near the  b o rd e r w ith  Syria, o n  12th R abl' a l-A w w al 
o f  66 1H  (23rd Jan u a ry  1263C E ). D u e to  the  approach  o f  the 
M o ng ols to  the  land o f  H arran , his fam ily displaced and  m oved  to  
D am ascus in  667H  w h ilst he w as on ly  six years old. H is father was 
the Scholar and  M ufti, Shihab al-DTn 'A bd a l-H alim . H is 
g ran d fa th er was the  Im am  and  Shaykh o f  Islam, M ajd al-DTn A bu 
al-B arakat, au th o r o f  the  b o o k  "a l-A hkam ." T h e  title "Taym iyah"  
com es from  the m o th e r o f  o n e  o f  his forefathers w h o  was called 
T ay m ly ah . She was an  ad m o n ish er and  he was ascribed to  h e r and  
becam e k n o w n  th ro u g h  the nam e, "Ibn Taym lyah."  H is m o ther, 
w h o  was e ith e r o f  A rabic o r  K urdish  o rig in , p layed a g rea t role in 
n u r tu r in g  h im  and  his th in k in g , and  it is said th a t she lived to  see 
h e r son beco m e the scholar o f  the  age.

A l-H afiz  al-D hahabT said :1

A hm ad b in  A bd a l-H a lim  -  th en  he cited  his lineage -  al- 
HarranT th en  al-D im ashqT, a l-H an b a ll, A bu a l- ‘Abbas,
TaqT al-DTn, o u r  Shaykh and  the Shaykh o f  Islam, the 
m atchless individual o f  the era w ith  respect to  kn ow ledg e , 
cog n izance , b ravery , in te llig ence , d iv ine illum ination ,

1 As quoted  from  him  by Ibn Rajab al-H anbali in D hayl Tabaqat al- 
Hatiabilah (4/496-497) th ro u g h  his w ork  M u'jam  al-Shuyiikh.
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A  Concise Explanation of Lamiyah Shayhli Alnnad a l-N ajm i

generosity , sincerity  o f  purpose to  the um m ah , and 
e n jo in in g  the g o o d  and  fo rb id d in g  the  evil. H e heard  
had lth  and  spen t m u ch  effort from  h im se lf in  seek ing  it; 
he w ro te , sou rce-referenced , looked  a t the  narra tors and 
th e ir  ranks, and  he acqu ired  [o f  this kn ow ledg e] w h a t 
o thers besides h im  d id  n o t acquire. H e  ga ined  skill in 
T afslr o f  the Q u r ’an, and  he was im m ersed  in its finer 
m ean ings, in  a fluen t m a n n e r ... H e  excelled in  had lth  and 
its m em oriza tion , few  are there  w h o  m em o rized  w h a t he 
m em orized  in h a d lth . .. H e  had an  ex trem e ability  to  recall 
at the tim e o f  estab lish ing the  evidence. H e excelled over 
the  people in  k n o w led g e  o f  ju risp ru d en ce , the  differences 
o f  the schools, the  fatwas o f  the  C o m p an io n s  and  T abi un  
in  th a t w h en ev er he gave a fatw a, he did n o t adhere  to  a 
[specific] m adhhab , b u t was u p o n  w h atev er evidence was 
established w ith  h im . H e  ga ined  precision  in  the  A rabic 
language , in  its foun dation s and  branches, in  its 
exp lanation  and  varia tion . H e  looked  at the rationalities 
and  k n ew  w ell the  sayings o f  the  M utakallim Tn. H e  refu ted  
them , no tified  [them ] o f  th e ir e rro r, w arn ed  against them , 
and  aided the  S unnah  w ith  the  m ost a p p aren t o f  proofs and 
the m ost brillian t o f  evidences. H e  w as harm ed  in his path  
to  Allah by  the  opposers, aided the  pu re  S unnah  un til Allah 
raised his ligh thouse, and  u n ited  the hearts o f  the  people 
o f  p ie ty  u p o n  love o f  h im  and  supplication  for h im . H e 
also crushed his (ibn  T a y m ly a h ’s) enem ies, g u id ed  m en  
from  the  various relig ions and  creeds th ro u g h  h im  and 
m ade the hearts o f  the  k ings and  leaders to  be inclined  
tow ards co m p ly in g  w ith  h im  and  sh o w in g  ob ed ience  to  
h im  o v erw h elm in g ly  (m ost o f  the  tim e). H e (Allah) 
revived a l-S ham  th ro u g h  h im , nay , Islam (itself) after it
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A  Concise Explanation of Lannyah Shaykh Ahmad al-Najim

had alm ost b een  defiled, by  m ak in g  firm  those in  au th o rity  
w h en  the  party  o f  T artars app ro ached  an d  b ro u g h t th e ir  
oppression . False th o u g h ts  w ere  en te rta in ed  ab o u t Allah, 
the  Believers w ere  shaken, an d  hypocrisy  m anifested  itself. 
H is v irtues are m any , and  he is g rea te r  th an  th a t the likes 
o f  m e should  in fo rm  [others] o f  his b iog rap hy . I f  I w ere  to  
sw ear b e tw een  the  c o rn e r [o f  the  K a'bah] an d  station  [o f  
Ib rah im ], I w o u ld  have, I w o u ld  sw ear th a t I have n o t seen 
the  likes o f  h im  w ith  m y eyes, and  th a t he has n o t seen the 
likes o f  him self.

Ibn  H a jr  w ro te :1

T h e  Shaykh o f  o u r  Shaykhs, a l-H afiz  A bu al-F a th  al- 
Y a ’marT (ibn  Sayyid al-N as) said in  the b io g rap h y  o f  Ibn  
T  aym lyah:

A l-M izzi en co u rag ed  m e to  express m y  v iew  abo u t 
Shaykh al-Islam  TaqT al-DTn. I fo u n d  h im  to  be am o n g st 
those w h o  had  acqu ired  a fo rtu n e  o f  k n o w led g e , and  he 
fully and  com plete ly  m em o rized  the  Sunan  and  the Athar. 
I f  he spoke ab o u t TafsTr, th en  he w o u ld  be the  carrier o f  
its flag, o r  i f  he gave a legal ru lin g  in  fiqh , he w o u ld  k n o w  
its ex trem e depths. A n d  if  he w ere  to  recall a hadith, he 
w o u ld  possess all the  k n o w led g e  related  to  it and  w o u ld  
carry  its flag (m ake the  hadith take p recedence  over all 
else). A nd  i f  he w ere  to  talk  ab o u t the  various relig ions and 
factions, n o  one  w h o  w as vaster in  k n o w led g e  o r g rea ter

1 Refer to al-D urar al-Kam inah  (ed. D r. Salim al-A lm am , D ar al-Jayl, 
Beirut, 1933) 1 /156-158.

9



A Concise Explanation of Lamiyah Shaykh A hm ad  a l-N a jin i

in  m eticu lousness cou ld  be seen. H e surpassed his 
con tem po raries  in  every  science, and  m y eyes have n o t 
seen the  likes o f  him , n o r  have his eyes seen the  likes o f  
him self. H e used to  speak ab o u t TafsJr, and  a large n u m b er 
o f  people w o u ld  a ttend  w ith  a substantial p o rtio n  
re tu rn in g  w hile  h av in g  taken  from  his sw eet, rich  ocean  
(o f  kn ow ledg e). (A nd it co n tin u ed  thus), un til the  disease 
o f  envy  c rep t in to  the  hearts o f  the  people o f  his city.

T h e  theoretic ians consp ired  to g e th e r  to  p ick  o u t an y th in g  
from  his beliefs th a t cou ld  be re jected , and  for this end  they  
m em orized  certa in  sta tem ents o f  his. T h e n  they  
u n d e rm in ed  h im  by  this p loy , and  laid traps for h im  by 
(w hich  to  catch) h im  [and declare h im  an in no vato r]. 
T h ey  th o u g h t th a t he had strayed from  th e ir  w ay  and  split 
from  th e ir sect. So they  a rgued  w ith  h im  and  he w ith  
them , and  som e o f  th em  cu t relations w ith  h im  and  he 
w ith  th em . T h e n  he debated  an o th e r g ro u p  w h o  ascribed 
to  asceticism  and  to  the tariqah, those w h o  th o u g h t they  
had the m in u te  details o f  the in n e r  reality and  its bare tru th  
(the Sufis). H o w ev er, he exposed these orders. T h e n  this 
reached the first g ro u p  and  th ey  so u g h t help from  those 
w h o  cu t relations w ith  h im  and  harb o red  m alice tow ards 
him . So th ey  to o k  the m atte r to  the  rulers, each o f  th em  
h av in g  decided th a t he was a disbeliever. T h ey  prepared  a 
m ee tin g  and  inspired  the  ig n o ran t masses to  spread this 
w o rd  am o n g st the  g rea t scholars. T h e y  (also) to o k  steps to  
take the m atte r to  the  k in g  o f  E gy p t. A nd  he (ibn  
Taym Tyah) w as arrested and  th ro w n  in prison. (Secret) 
ga therin gs w ere  held to  conspire in the  spilling  o f  his 
b lood , and  for this purpose the people and  students from
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the small m osques w ere  called, a lo n g  w ith  those w h o  
w o u ld  argue  on ly  for the  sake o f  the  people  (to m ake th em  
happy), those w h o  w o u ld  argue  on ly  to  display th e ir w it, 
and  those th a t w o u ld  p ro n o u n ce  takfir and  call for 
disassociation. B u t y o u r  L ord  k n ow s best w h a t is 
(concealed) in th e ir  hearts and  w h a t they  (openly) 
p roclaim . T h e  o n e  w h o  an n o u n ced  his d isbelief w as n o t 
b e tte r  th an  the one  w h o  m erely  a rgued  to  m ake the people 
happy. T h e  scorpions c rep t all a ro u n d  h im , b u t Allah m ade 
futile each o f  th e ir  plots and  rescued h im  at the  hands o f  
those th a t H e chose, and  Allah is th e  o n e  w h o  overcom es 
and  reaches H is affair. T h e n  he co n tin u o u sly  m oved  from  
o n e  trial to  ano th er. In all o f  his life he d id  m ove except 
from  trou b le  to  troub le , un til his affair was raised to  som e 
o f  the qadls, and  th e re  occu rred  w h a t o ccu rred  in the 
m atte r o f  his arrest (and im p riso n m en t). H e  rem ained  in 
p rison  un til he died and  to  Allah do  all affairs re tu rn , and 
H e kn ow s the d ecep tio n  o f  the  eyes and  w h a t the hearts 
do  conceal. O n  the  day o f  his funeral, the  streets w ere  
c ro w d ed  and  the  M uslim s cam e from  every  roadw ay.

A l-H afiz  a l-D h ah ab ! said :1

I (a l-D hahabl) say: H e was im p riso ned  o n  m ore  th an  one 
occasion in o rd e r th a t he w o u ld  slacken w ith  respect to  his 
an tagon ists  and  so th a t the  fluency  o f  his to n g u e  and  pen 
m ay dim in ish . Y et he w o u ld  n o t recan t, n o r  tu rn  a ro u n d  
u p o n  the  advice o f  any on e , up un til he d ied  w hile  
im prisoned  at the  D am ascus P rison on  the  20 th  o f  D h u  al-

1 In Mu'jam al-Muhaddithin (p. 25), th rough  al-Kawkab al-Durrl And it is also
cited by Ibn Rajab al-HanbalT in Dhayl Tabaqdt al-Hanabilah (4/499-500).
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Q i'd a h , in  the  year 728H . A nd  his follow ers consisted o f  
nations, (the like of) th e ir n u m b er cou ld  n o t be fo u n d  at 
the graves o f  the  Sufis, m ay Allah forg ive h im  and  have 
m ercy  u p o n  him , A m in .1

1 [P N ] T h e  b iography  o f  Shaykh al-Islam  was taken from  ‘A Principle 
C o n ce rn in g  Patience & G ratitude,’ w hich  was translated by A m jad Rafiq.
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A  Concise Explanation of Laintyali Shaykh A lnnad a l-N ajm i

Biography o f  Shaykh al-'Allam ah Ahm ad b. 

Y a h ya  al-N ajm i1

All praise is due to  Allah and  ab u n d an t peace and  blessings u p o n  the 
M essenger o f  Allah, his fam ily and  his com p an io ns. T o  proceed:

I am  y o u r  b ro th e r, A hm ad b. Y ahya b. M u h am m ad  b. Shablr al- 
N ajm l. I was b o rn  in  the  village o f  a l-N ajam ly ah , and  m y  b irth  was 
at en d  o f  the year 1346H . I learned  the  [w hole  of] the  Q u r ‘an  th ree  
tim es at the  local schools before the  arrival o f  o u r  Shaykh, A bdullah 
b. M u h am m ad  a l-Q a r ‘awI.

A fter the  arrival o f  the  Shaykh and  the  estab lishm ent o f  al-
Madrasah al-Salafiyah  in  Sam itah in  the  year 1359  I v isited this school 
a n u m b e r o f  tim es; ho w ev er, I d id  n o t co n tin u e  to  do  so. T h e n  at 
the  b e g in n in g  o f  the year 1360 , in  the  m o n th  o f  Safar to  be exact, I 
jo in e d  al-Madrasah al-Salafiyah, w h ich  w as established by  o u r noble 
S haykh, the  ren o w n ed  caller to  Allah.

It w as by  w ay  o f  h im  th a t Allah rescued  a n a tio n  in  the  to w n  o f jlz a n  
and  bestow ed  u p o n  th em  H is m ercy , as H e  b ro u g h t th em  from  
po ly theism  to  Islam ic m o n o th e ism , from  ig n o ran ce  to  k n o w led g e , 
and  from  sin and  in n o v a tio n  to  righ teousness and  faith.
All praise is due to  Allah, I c o n tin u e d  to  study in  the school o f  the 
Shaykh and  in  the  year 1365 I w as ap p o in ted  by  w ay  o f  the  Shaykh 
[as a teacher] a t [the school] al-M adrasah al-N ajatniyah  and  in  the 
M asjid th a t was nex t to  m y  house, w h ere  I w o u ld  teach . I w o u ld  also 
teach at al-Madrasah al-Salafiyah.
T h e n  in  the year 1367H  I was officially m ade a teacher in  the  sam e 
school. In  the  year 1 3 7 2 H , I w as app o in ted  as an  Im am  and  teacher

' [P N ] T his b iography  is taken from  Shaykh’s book  a l-Fatawd al-Jaliyah.
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A  Concise Explanation of Lamiyah Shayhh A hm ad a l-N ajtm

in  the M asjid A b u  Subaylah in  a l- 'A ridah . I rem ained  in  this city  for 
tw o  years and  I w o u ld  go  and  com e.

A fter this, the educational in stitu te  w as o p en ed  in  Sam itah at the 
b e g in n in g  o f  the year 1374H , and  I w as ap p o in ted  th ere  as a teacher 
a lo n g  w ith  Shaykh H afiz [a l-H akam l] (d .i3 7 7 H ), N asir K halufah 
and  others.

1 ta u g h t at this in stitu te  for a period  o f  10 years and  I resigned  in  the 
year 3/ 11/ 1384 . A t th a t tim e, I had  a desire to  jo in  the  Islamic 
U n iv ersity  as a teacher due to  the  presence o f  Shaykh M u h am m ad  
N asir a l-D In  a l-A lban l (d .i4 2 oH ), the  re n o w n ed  scholar o f  hadith, 
and  Shaykh A bdul A ziz b. Baz (d .i4 2 oH ) w h o  was the  ac tin g  head 
o f  the  Islam ic U niversity . So I desired to  jo in  th em  at the  U n iv ersity  
and  take k n o w led g e  from  th em . T h is is so m e th in g  I aspired to  do 
b u t Allah d id  n o t w ill this to  happen .

I a ttem p ted  to  jo in  the  U niversity ; ho w ev er, this was n o t decreed 
for m e, so I jo in e d  the  cen tre  for p ro p ag a tio n  and  d irec tion  w h ere  I 
w as app o in ted  as a teacher and  relig ious gu ide  in  Sam itah, al- 
M aw sim , al-M usarahah  and  A bu A rish.
So I rem ained  in  this reg io n  for app rox im ately  th ree  years trave ling  
from  place to  place, w ith  the  task o f  ad m o n ish in g  and  adv ising  the 
people. T h e  freq u en t traveling  becam e difficu lt and  bu rd enso m e, 
w h ich  resulted in  m e p u tt in g  forth  a request to  re tu rn  to  the 
educational institu tes once  again  as a teacher. All praise is due to  
Allah, a decision  was m ade for m e to  re tu rn  to  the educational 
institu tes as a teacher.

A t the b e g in n in g  o f  the  year I cou ld  n o t g e t a position  at the in stitu te  
in Sam itah and  I was app o in ted  at the  cen tre  in JTzan. T h a t is w h ere  
I rem ained  for the  school year o f  1387H  to  1388H . A t the  end  o f  the

14
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academ ic year I re tu rn ed  to  th e  in stitu te  in  Sam itah for the  second 
tim e and  th a t is w h ere  I rem ain ed  u n til I re tired  in  14 10 H .

A fter this -  and  all praise is due to  Allah -  I d id  n o t stop teach ing ; 
ra ther, I co n tin u ed  to  teach  th ro u g h  classes th a t w ere  held  in  the 
m osques. I ask Allah to  g ra n t m e and  y o u  a g o o d  en d in g .

15
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Its Ascription to Ibn Taym lyah

T h e  scholars differ ov er w h e th e r  th is p o em  w as w ritte n  by  Shaykh 
al-Islam  Ibn  T ay m ly ah  o r som eb ody  else.

•  N 'u m a n  al-AlusT (d. 1317H ) in  his b o o k  Jala a l-'A ynayti L i  
M uhakam ah al-A hm adayn  affirm ed its ascrip tion  to  Ibn  
T aym ly ah .

H e (JiISjsj) said:

“Firstly, k n o w  th a t the b e lie f o f  Shaykh Ibn  T ay m ly ah  is in  
ag reem en t w ith  the  Q u r ’an, the  S un nah  and  th e  statem en ts o f  
the  Salaf o f  this na tio n . It is detailed  and  su p erab u n d an t in  his 
w orks; and  his love o f  the  com p an io ns—especially A bu B akr 
and  U m ar—is am ply  expressed in  his w ords. T h is is clearer 
th an  the sun w h e n  it is ev iden tly  visible in  the sky, particularly  
for the  one  w h o  studies his books. T o  qu o te  it in  its en tire ty  
w ill lead to  bo red om ; ho w ev er, I w ill select som e passages o f  
i t . . .F ro m  this is his statem ent:

‘O  one  w h o  asks ab o u t m y  do c trine  and  creed. B estow ed  w ith  
gu id ance  is he w h o  asks for g u id a n c e ...

•  Shaykh Ibn  a l- 'U th a y m ln  d id  n o t consider this to  be from  the 
w orks o f  Ibn  T aym ly ah .

H e  said:

“T h a t w h ich  is app aren t is th a t this [poem ] is n o t au then tically  
a ttrib u ted  to  the  Shaykh [i.e. Ibn  T ay m ly ah ] . ”2

'Jala al-'Ayttayn L i Muhakamah al-Ahmadayn, p. 76-77.
2 Sharh al-Safarimyah, p. 427-428.
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T h erefo re , its ascrip tion  to  Ibn  T ay m ly ah  is n o t un an im o usly  
accep ted—even  th o u g h  it appears to  be the  w o rk  o f  Ibn  
T ay m ly ah —b u t the  co n ten ts  o f  the  L am iyah p o em  con fo rm s to  
the  creed  o f  A hl a l-S un nah , as stated by  N 'u m a n  al-AlusT.

It is ex trem ely  beneficial and  con ta ins a n u m b e r o f  core beliefs o f  
Ahl al-S unnah ; and  due to  its shortness, it is an  ideal tex t to  
m em orize  and  study .

17
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The Importance o f  Studying ‘Aqidah

T h e  [Islam ic] b e lie f to  the o th e r  fields o f  k n o w led g e  and  actions is 
equ iv alen t to  the  fo u n d a tio n  o f  a b u ild in g  and  the roo ts o f  a tree. So 
ju s t  as the b u ild in g  w ill n o t stand excep t o n  a fo u n d a tio n , and  the 
tree w ill n o t stand except u p o n  its roots, th en  sim ilarly the  actions 
o f  an  ind iv idual and  his k n ow ledg e  w ill n o t ben efit unless it is bu ilt 
u p o n  the  co rrec t belief.

F ocu sing  o n  m atters o f  b e lie f has p recedence  over o th e r affairs such 
as food, d rin k  and  c lo th in g  because it is th ro u g h  the  [correct] be lie f 
th a t the believer lives a tru ly  [happy] life, his soul becom es pu re , his 
actions are correct, his acts o f  ob ed ience  are accep ted , and  he is raised 
in degrees before Allah, the  M ig h ty  and  M ajestic.

H o w ev er, i f  the  b e lie f is faulty, c o rru p t o r  absent, th en  this w ill have 
the opposite  effect u p o n  all his affairs and  all his actions. T herefo re , 
a co rru p t b e lie f is a source o f  ru in  for the ind iv idual as it pertains to  
his actions and  m annerism ; and  it debases and  destroys him .

Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn Taym Tyah said:

“A dditionally , those w h o  oppose A hl a l-H ad ith  [T he  People 
O f  H ad lth ] are expected  to  have co rru p t actions, e ith e r due to  
an evil belief, hypocrisy , a sickness in  the  h eart o r  a w eakness 
o f  faith.

T h e  ab an d o n m en t o f  the  ob ligations, transgression o f  the 
legislated boundaries, d isdain for the  [ordained] righ ts and  
hardness o f  the heart is foun d  am o n g  th em , w h ich  is visible to  
everyo ne . M an y  o f  th e ir  S huyukh  are accused o f  serious 
offences .” 1

1 N aqd al-M antiq , p. 45.
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I f  the b e lie f  is sound  and  firm , and  based u p o n  the  B o ok  o f  Allah and  
the S unnah  o f  H is M essenger, th en  the  person  w ill be u p rig h t 
because the  basis o f  p ie ty  and  up righ tness is p resen t in  h im , as Allah, 
the M ig h ty  and  M ajestic said:

“See yo u  n o t h o w  Allah sets fo rth  a parable? -  A g o od ly  w o rd  
as a go od ly  tree, w hose ro o t is firm ly  fixed, and  its b ranches 
(reach) to  the  sky (i.e. very  h ig h ).” [ibrahTm: 24]

H e (JUy&UyLl) has m ade the  fund am en ta l m atters o f  faith and  its 
foundations -  w h ich  is b e lie f  -  equ iv a len t to  the  roots th a t the tree 
stands u p o n . T hu s, i f  the  ro o t is firm , th en  this tree  is closer to  
com pleteness in  term s o f  its g ro w th , d ev e lo p m en t and  the 
deliciousness o f  its fruits, d e p en d in g  u p o n  the correctness o f  this 
fo u n d a tio n .1

1 Shark Aqidah Abd al-Ghatii al-Maqdisioi Shaykh Abd al-Razzaq al-Badr, 
p. 8-9.
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Text o f  Lam iyah Attributed to 
Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taym lyah

JL Ij j i  J j j j

Bestow ed w ith  guidance is 
he w ho  asks for guidance

J I 4S )lj his- V

W ith o u t departing  from  
[the tru th], no r replacing it 

[w ith som ething else]

J —

And love o f  the relatives 
(the Ahl al-Bayt) do I seek 
as a means o f  nearness (to 

Allah)

J-iait foe lc^

H ow ever, am ongst them  
[Abu Bakr] al-Siddlq is the 

m ost excellent

3j - i '  fc J3 \ 3̂ 3 iibT

<3*^° I f  'a

O  one w ho  asks about m y 
doctrine and creed

<3

Listen to the speech o f  one 
w ho  has ascertained the 

tru th  o f  his statem ent

L oving the C om panions, all 
o f  them  (w ithout exception), 

is for me a (school of) 
doctrine

Jdaij j jJ j

A nd every one o f  them  has a 
station and a shining 

excellence

Cj'dor U Ji JjS 'j
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[in its] verses, for it is the 
N oble Revelation

[And likewise] “the C hosen 
O ne (the Prophet) [said],” 
and I do no t explain away 

(their speech)

Jj'ih jIjloli Jj£  |*f ijU-

In tru th , ju s t as the first (and 
best o f  generations) have 

transm itted [w ithout 
explaining them  away]

A nd I protect them  from  all 
that is im agined (with 

respect to  their realities)

3 ls Jyjj 3 j ^ \  133

A nd I say regarding  the 
Q u r’an (only) that w hich has 

com e

4"d»- J *  3^  3 y 3

A nd I say, “Allah, the 
M ighty  and M ajestic said”

A nd all the verses o f  the 
attributes I affirm them

A nd I re turn  the obligatory 
responsibility tow ards [their 

verses] to those w ho 
transm itted them  (intact)
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And w hen asked to  provide 
evidence [for his doctrine], 

says, “al-Akhtal said!”

d / i  u g'f 'jvu frl

A nd to the heaven does He 
descend w ithou t 

(specifying) a how

J-jh  - J  >4-j'

I hope to  be (am ongst 
those) whose thirst will be 

quenched (by it)

J-o-p

So the M uw ahhid will be 
safe (and) delivered, and 

another forsaken (who will 
fall)

<Ji

A nd likewise (by D ivine 
wisdom) the pious one will 

enter Gardens

Disgrace for the one w ho  
threw  the Q u r’an behind his 

back!

jhrj q jy i d r^ G b

A nd the Believers will see 
their Lord in T ru th  (in the 

Hereafter)

o'j-db J?b

And 1 affirm the Scales and 
the Pool [regarding] w hich

A nd likewise (I affirm) the 
Bridge extended over 

Hellfire (over w hich all will 
pass)

A nd the w retched one will 
be burned in the Fire by 

D ivine wisdom

d - ^  d*b
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His deeds to  accom pany A nd every sane, living
him  and for w hich  he will person will have in his grave 

be questioned

3 "̂i ^  A A1} *

A nd Abu H anlfah and then  This is the creed o f  al-Shafi'T 
A hm ad w hich has been and M alik

transm itted

And if  you innovate, then  So if  you follow their path,
no support (whatsoever) do then success have you been

you have. g ran ted 1

1 [T N ] T h e  text o f  this poem  was translated by A m jad Rafiq, w ith  a few 
slight changes.
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Introduction

T h e  Shaykh (Siifcfcj) said:

In the N am e o f  Allah; and  m ay the peace and  blessings o f  Allah be 
u p o n  the  M essenger o f  Allah

T his is a concise exp lana tion  o f  the L am iy ah 1 [poem ] o f  Shaykh al- 
Islam A hm ad b. A bd a l-H alim  b. A bd al-Salam  Ibn  T ay m ly ah

' [T N ] It is called Lam iyah because the fundam ental rh y m e-le tte r is Lam.
24
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A skin g for Guidance

I f  J j j  ^

O  one w ho  asks about m y doctrine and creed.1 Bestow ed w ith  
guidance is he w ho  asks for guidance.

E xplanation:

T h is is a supplication  [Du a) from  Shaykh al-Islam  (&\&£) for the 
qu estio ner th a t Allah bestow s u p o n  h im  gu id ance . V erily , the 
ind iv idual w h o  asks this type o f  qu estio n  m ust be one  o f  tw o  m en:

1. H e is one  w h o  is te s tin g  [the ind iv idual], desiring  to  k n o w  
the creed o f  the  person  b e in g  questioned , and  thus deal w ith  
h im  acco rd ing ly .

2. H e  is a b e g in n e r  w h o  respects and  h o no rs  the  on e  b e in g  
qu estio ned  due to  w h a t he perceives in  h im  from  the 
m anifestations o f  gu idance; and  this is the  n o rm  for this type 
o f  question .

A nd  Allah is th e  one  w h o  g ran ts  success.

1 [T N ] Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn TaymTyah said:

“It was the practice o i the scholars, w h o  w rite  concise treatises in 
accordance to  the doctrine  o f  Ahl al-S unnah  W a al-Jam a ah, that 
they cite w hat differentiates Ahl al-S unnah  from  the disbelievers and 
the innovato rs.” Aqidah al-Asfahciniyah, p. 40.

J U
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Firm ly Established Belief

Listen to the speech o f  one w ho  has ascertained the tru th  o f  his 
statem ent, w itho u t departing  from  [the tru th ], n o r replacing it 
[w ith som ething else].

E xplanation:

H ere  the Shaykh is in fo rm in g  [the questioner] th a t his creed is a 
result o f  th o ro u g h  exam ina tion , research and  re ly in g  u p o n  the 
evidences.

F or this reason, he is firm  u p o n  it and  he does n o t d ep art from  it, 
regardless o f  the  diversions. H e w ill n o t replace it w ith  so m eth in g  
else no  m atte r w h a t the tem p ta tio n s .1

1 [T N ] Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn T aym iyah  said ;

“As for Ahl al-Sunnah  W a a l-H ad lth , then  it is n o t k n o w n  that any 
o f  the ir scholars n o r righteous co m m o n -fo lk  ever renounced  their 
doctrine and creed. R ather, they  w ere the m ost patient o f  the people 
upon  that, even if  they  w ere tested w ith  all types o f  tests and  trialed 
w ith  all types of tribu lations.” Nac\d al-M antiq, p. 42.

C om pare this w ith  the w avering  o f  the people o f  theological rhetoric:

Ibn T aym lyah  ( i i s a i d :

“A h l al-Kalam  (those w ho  base the ir religion u p on  theological 
rhetoric) are the people w h o  w aver m ost from  one doctrine  to 
another. T hey  [are iound] to be certain [about a m atter] in one place
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B elief Concerning the Com panions and 
Relatives

Loving the C om panions, all o f  them  (w ithout exception), is 
for me a (school of) doctrine. A nd love o f  the relatives (the Ahl 
al-Bayt) do 1 seek as a means o f  nearness (to Allah).

E xplanation:

T h e  Shaykh is a llud ing  to  the  p o in t th a t lo v in g  all the  com p an io ns, 
w ith o u t excep tion , is his creed due to  A llah’s S aying, after he 
m en tio n ed  the  M u hajiru n  and  A nsar in  Surah al-H ashr:

“A nd those w h o  cam e after th em  say: ‘O u r  Lord! F org ive us 
and  o u r  b re th ren  w h o  have preceded  us in  Faith, and  p u t n o t 
in o u r  hearts any  ha tred  against those w h o  have believed. O u r  
Lord! Y ou are in deed  full o f  k indness, M ost M ercifu l.’” [al- 
H ashr: 10]

and then  certain  abou t its exact opposite in an o th e r place, and they 
declare the one w ho  asserts this to  be a disbeliever. T h is is a p ro o f  o f  
the ir lack o f  certa in ty .” M ajm u” al-Fatdwd  (4/50).
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A nd H is Saying:

“M u ham m ad  is the  M essenger o f  Allah, and  those w h o  are 
w ith  h im  are severe against disbelievers and  m ercifu l am o n g  
them selves.” [al-Fath: 29]

A nd H is Saying:

{  ©  < 4  ^  -n $

“Indeed , Allah w as pleased w ith  the  believers w h en  they  gave 
th e ir  Bay'ah (pledge) to  yo u  (O  M uham m ad) u n d e r  the  tre e .” 
[al-Fath: 18]

A nd H is Saying:

j — \ I 3-  <Sj— »t> p_» J —e-lj <C-C- \yu>))

^  '- 3  f e  UaZ-

A  Concise Explanation of Lannyah Shaykh A lnnad  a l-N a jm i

“A nd the  first to  em brace Islam o f  the  M u h ajiru n  (those w h o  
m ig ra ted  from  M akkah to  A l-M adinah) and  the  A nsar (the 
citizens o f  A l-M adin ah  w h o  helped and  gave aid to  the 
M uhajirun) and  also those w h o  fo llow ed th em  exactly (in 
Faith). Allah is w ell-p leased w ith  th em  as they  are w ell-p leased 
w ith  H im . H e has prepared  for th em  G ardens u n d e r w h ich
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rivers flow  (Paradise), to  dw ell th e re in  forever. T h a t is the 
suprem e success.” [a l-T aw bah : 100]

A nd  H is Saying:

“Allah has fo rg iv en  the  P ro p h e t, th e  M u h a jiru n  (M uslim  
em ig ran ts  w h o  left th e ir  hom es and  cam e to  A l-M adinah) and  
the  A nsar (M uslim s o f  A l-M ad in ah ) w h o  fo llow ed him  
(M uham m ad) in  the  tim e o f  distress (T ab u k  exp ed itio n , etc.), 
after the  hearts o f  a party  o f  th em  had  nearly  dev iated (from  
the  R ig h t Path), b u t H e  accep ted  th e ir  repen tance . C erta in ly ,
H e  is u n to  th em  full o f  K indness, M ost M erciful. A nd  (H e did 
forg ive also) the  th ree  [w ho  d id  n o t jo in  the  T ab u k  exp ed itio n  
(w ho m  the P rophet)] left (i.e. he d id  n o t g ive his ju d g e m e n t 
in  th e ir  case, and  th e ir  case w as suspended for Allah's 
D ecision) till for th em  the  earth , vast as it is, was stra itened  and 
th e ir  o w n  selves w ere  stra itened  to  th em , and  they  perceived  
th a t there  is no  fleeing  fro m  Allah and  n o  refuge b u t w ith  
H im . T h e n , H e  accep ted  th e ir  repen tance , th a t they  m ig h t 
rep en t (un to  H im ). V erily, Allah is the  O n e  W h o  accepts 
repen tance , M ost M erc ifu l.” [a l-T aw bah : 117-118]

T hese verses, and  o th e r  th an  th em , sho w  the o b lig a tio n  o f  lo v ing
the com p an io ns, those w h o  excellen tly  en d u red  the  tests a lo n g  w ith
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the  P ro p h e t and  this w as a reason for A llah to  be pleased
w ith  th em , due to  th e ir resoluteness in  a id in g  th e ir  P ro p h e t 

u p o n  the tru th .

Sim ilarly, it is ob liga to ry  u p o n  every  M uslim  to  love all the 
com pan ions, and  no  one  should  speak ab o u t any  o f  th em  in an evil 
m ann er, due to  his Saying  (^ ja ieS jiJ^ ):

“W ill yo u  n o t give up  h a rm in g  m y co m p an io n s .”

“By H im  in W h ose  H an d  is the  soul o f  M u ham m ad , i f  o n e  o f  
yo u  w ere  to  spend  the a m o u n t o f  U h u d  in  go ld , it w o u ld  n o t 
equal the M ud d  o f  one  o f  th em  o r  even  h a lf  o f  th a t.”'

' It is as i f  the Shaykh has m entioned  tw o  hadlth  as one.

T he first:

“W ill you no t give up h arm in g  m y co m p an io n .” BukharT (no.
3661)

T h e  w ord  ‘co m p an io n ’ is in the singular form .

T he Second:

iiai a it J i .  3) , y , \j_jj y
? ' \\ • * 5 > -t • * I,4jL^2) Jlj -k* ko

“D o n o t revile m y com panions; do no t revile m y com panions. By 
H im  in W hose H and is m y soul, i f  one o f  you w ere to spend the 
am oun t o f  U hud  in gold it w ould  n o t equal the M udd o f  one o f  
them  o r even half o f  tha t.” M uslim  (no. 2540)

30



A  Concise Explanation of Lam iyah Shayhh A h m a d  a l-N a jm i

H is saying:

“A nd love o f  the relatives (the Ahl al-B ay t) do  I seek as a m eans o f  
nearness (to A llah).”

M ean ing : I seek nearness to  Allah th ro u g h  lo v in g  the fam ily o f  the 
P ro p h e t ( J ^ aAc.&fy*), and  I ho p e  th a t Allah forg ives m y  sins and  that 
H e  en ters m e o n  the  D ay  o f  Ju d g m e n t w ith  an  en tran ce  o f  those 
w h o m  H e is pleased w ith  from  the  com p an io ns and  fam ily [o f  the 
P ro ph e t].

Allah, T h e  M ost H ig h  said:

“Say (O  M uham m ad): ‘N o  rew ard  do  I ask o f  y o u  for this 
except to  be k in d  to  m e for m y  kinsh ip  w ith  y o u .’” [al-Shura:
23]

M ean ing : T h a t y o u  love m y kin , respect and  h o n o r  th em , due to  
th e ir  closeness to  m e and  [the fact] th a t they  acco m p an ied  m e.

T h e re  com es in  the  had lth  from  the  P ro p h e t ( ^ * £ 2oij^) th a t he said:

“I am  the best [o f  the people] from  the best o f  th em  from  the 
best o f  them . V erily, Allah chose the  Arabs from  the ch ild ren  
o f  A dam . H e  chose K inanah  from  the  Arabs, and  H e  chose 
Q u ray sh  from  K inanah . H e chose B anu H ash im  from  
Q u ray sh , and  H e  chose m e from  B anu H ash im . T here fo re , 1
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am  the best [o f  the  people] from  the best o f  th em  from  th e  best 
o f  th e m .” 1 O r  he said so m eth in g  sim ilar.

A nd every one o f  them  has a station and a sh in ing excellence. 
H ow ever, am ongst them  [Abu Bakr] al-Siddlq is the m ost 
excellent.

E xplanation:

W ith  this, the  au th o r is p o in tin g  to  the  v ary in g  degrees o f  excellence 
am o n g  the  com p an io ns them selves, in  ad d itio n  to  lo v in g  every  on e  
o f  th em . T h e  evidences prove th a t A bu B akr is g iven  p recedence

1 [TN ] D a I f  [w eak]: Shaykh Albam  said in a l-D a lfa h  (no. 338):

“T his chain is extrem ely  w eak. A l-N asaT said abou t M uham m ad b. 
D hakw an, ‘H e is no t a reliable and tru stw orthy  [n a r ra to r ] .. .’

It should be k n ow n  tha t the last p o rtion  o f  the had lth , w h ich  contains the 
excellence o f  the Arab and the excellence o f  the M essenger is
established in au then tic  ahad lth .”

For exam ple, the had lth  collected by Im am  M uslim  (no. 2276) in his Sahlh:

Jik? i'j! ‘ lr°- ‘ 3 ^ 1  lyi ^  51

“Verily, Allah chose K inanah from  the children  o f  Isma il, and H e 
chose Q uraysh  from  K inanah. H e chose from  Q uraysh  Banu 
H ashim , and H e chose m e from  B anu H ashim .”
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ov er an y o n e  else from  the  com p an io ns. T h e n  p receden ce  is g iven  to  
'U m ar over the  rest o f  th em . T h e n  p receden ce  is g iven  to  'U th m an , 
and  th en  All. T h e n  the rem a in in g  six o f  those p rom ised  Paradise, 
and  they  are: a l-Z u b ay r  b. a l- ‘A w w am , T a lh ah  b. 'U baid  Allah, S 'ad 
b. A bu W aqqas, ‘A bd a l-R ah m an  b. A w f, Sa'ld b. Z ayd  and  A bu 
U b ayd ah  b. al-Jarrah . T h e n  th e  rest o f  the  com pan ions.

T h e  com p an io ns w h o  p erfo rm ed  the  tw o  m ig ra tion s are sup erio r to  
any on e  else from  the  M u h ajiru n . T h e  co m p an io n s  w h o  gave the 
p ledge o f  allegiance o f  a l- 'A qabah  are sup erio r to  an y o n e  else from  
the A nsar. T h e n  the com p an io ns w h o  w itnessed  B adr; th en  the 
com p an io ns w h o  gave the  p ledge o f  allegiance o f  a l-R id w an . T h e n  
those w h o  believed and  m ig ra ted  before a l-F ath . T h e n  those w h o  
believed and  fo u g h t after a l-F a th . T h e n  the  y o u n g  from  the 
com p an io ns. T h is  is th e ir  o rd e r in  term s o f  excellence.

T h is [passage o f  the  poem ] com prises o f  a rep u d ia tio n  o f  b o th  the 
ShT'ah and  the  N aw asib .

T h e  Shi ah [declare all o f  the co m p an io n s  to  be infidels and] do  n o t 
exclude any  o f  th em  except for Ali b. A bu T alib  and  a small n u m b er 
a lo ng  w ith  h im , w h ich  do  n o t exceed fo u rteen  o r  fifteen  in  nu m b er.

As for the N aw asib , th en  th ey  show  allegiance to  the com pan ions 
and  love th em , b u t hate the  fam ily o f  the  P ro p h e t

B o th  sects are u p o n  m isgu idance.

T h e  co rrec t po sition  is th a t w e  sho w  allegiance to  all o f  the 
com pan ions, th a t w e  love th em  and  th a t w e  place th em  in  the 
stations th a t Allah has g iven  th em .
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B elief Concerning the Q ur’an

J j - i l l  ajIjT Cjf.U- U (3

A nd I say regarding the Q u r’an (only) that w hich has com e 
[in its] verses, for it is the N oble Revelation.

J j l j l  ) l j  ^ 2«£2tU j 3 ^

A nd I say, “Allah, the M ighty  and M ajestic said” [and 
likewise] “the C hosen O ne (the Prophet) [said],” and I do 
no t explain away (their speech).

E xplanation:

In these tw o  lines o f  po e try , he m en tio n s  th a t he believes th a t the 
Q u r ’an is the  speech o f  Allah, w h ich  w as revealed, and  it is 
uncreated .

T hu s, w e say as Allah, the  M ig h ty  and  M ajestic, said:

“A nd if  any on e o f  the  M u sh rik u n  (polytheists) seeks y o u r  
p ro tec tio n , th en  g ra n t h im  p ro tec tio n  so th a t he m ay hear the 
W o rd  o f  Allah (the Q u ra n )” [a l-T aw bah : 6]
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H e described the  Q u r ’an  as b e in g  H is speech, even  i f  it is heard  
from  one  o f  the  creation .

In this is a rebu tta l o f  the  b e lie f  o f  the M u 'taz ilah , w h o  say th a t the 
Q u r ’an  is created.

It is also a rebu tta l o f  the  b e lie f  o f  the  Lafzlyah, w h o  say th a t o u r 
rec ita tion  (L a fz ) o f  the  Q u r ’an  is created.

Ahl a l-S un nah  W a  al-Jam a ah have categorically  stated th a t w h o ev er 
says th a t the  Q u r ’an is created  is a disbeliever; and  w h o ev er says th a t 
m y  rec ita tio n  o f  the  Q u r ’an  is created  is an in n o v a tin g  JahmT.

T h e  tru th  [in this issue] is w h a t w e have already explained: T h e  
Q u r ’an is the  speech o f  Allah; and  H is speech is o n e  o f  H is attribu tes.

Ahl a l-S un nah  W a  a l-Jam a‘ah believe th a t Allah speaks w ith  speech 
th a t is an  e ternal a ttrib u te  [o f  H is Essence] and  coup led  to  H is W ill; 
H e speaks w h en  H e W ills w ith  w h a t H e W ills and  h o w  H e W ills.

T h e  inab ility  to  speak is v iew ed  as a deficiency  as it relates to  the 
c rea tio n , so h o w  can it n o t be considered  a deficiency  as it pertains 
to  the  c rea to r .1

M ay Allah disgrace the  people  o f  theoretica l log ic  and  those w h o  
cam e w ith  this and  ascribed this dev ian t in n o v a tio n  to  Islam.

1 Allah said:

“W h en  he said to  his father: ‘O  m y lather! W h y  do you w orship  that 
w hich  hears not, sees no t and can n o t avail you in an y th in g ?’” [al- 
M aryam : 42]
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A n exam ple o f  th e ir fabrications is th e ir claim  th a t an y o n e  w h o  
describes Allah as possessing the  a ttribu te  o f  speech and  th a t H e  
speaks w h en ev e r H e  W ills, th en  this necessitates th a t he has 
resem bled Allah to  the  creation ; and  th ey  have surely lied.
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B elief in the Verses That Contain the 
Attributes o f  Allah

J jS ll o l a j a h  o b T

And all the verses o f  the attributes I affirm them  in tru th , 
ju s t as the first (and best o f  generations) have transm itted 
[w ithout explaining them  aw ay].1

1 [T N ] Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn T aym iyah  said:

“T h e  w ay o f  the Salaf o f  this nation  and its Im am s is tha t they 
describe Allah w ith  w hat H e described H im self w ith  and w ith  that 
w h ich  the P rophet described H im , w ith o u t d is to rting  [the 
m ean ing], denial, asking how  o r resem bling  Allah to the creation. 
A ffirm ation [o f  the attributes] w ith o u t resem bling Allah to the 
creation , and exonera ting  Allah from  all im perfections w ith o u t 
d eny ing  His attribu tes.” M inhaj al-Sunnah  (2/523)

His Saying:

“T here  is n o th in g  like u n to  H im , and  H e is the A ll-H earing , the 
A ll-Seeing.” [al-Shura: l l ]

Shaykh al-Islam  Ibn T aym lyah  (ilsfc^j) said:

“In His Saying ‘T here  is n o th in g  like u n to  H im ’ is a refu tation  o f  
those w h o  resem ble Allah to  the creation . A nd in H is Saying ‘H e is 
the A ll-H earing , the A ll-S eeing’ is a refu tation  o f  those w h o  deny 
the attributes o f  A llah.” Dar Ta'arud a l- 'A q l W a al-N aql (6/348)

“T h ere  is n o th in g  like Allah, n o t in His essence n o r His attributes 
n o r His actions.”
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u  1 ^ 4  u s e  j s  u s #

And I return  the obligatory responsibility tow ards [their 
verses] to those w ho  transm itted them  (intact). A nd I 
protect them  from  all that is im agined (w ith respect to  their 
realities).

3 ^ '  3 ^  f e 'j i  ^ 3

Disgrace for the one w ho  threw  the Q u r’an behind his back! 
A nd w hen asked to provide evidence [for his doctrine], says, 
“al-Akhtal said!”

E xplanation:

T h e  au th o r o f  this po em  clearly states in  these lines o f  p o e try  th a t 
he believes in  all o f  the attribu tes m en tio n ed  in  the  B o ok  and  the 
Sunnah; he believes in  th em  w ith  the m ean in g  th a t is requ ired  by 
the A rabic language. H o w ev er, [he affirm s these attributes] in  a 
m an n er b e fittin g  A llah’s M ajesty.

For exam ple, i f  he affirm s the Face, he says, “I affirm  for Allah a 
face, w h ich  is b e fittin g  His M ajesty .”

I f  he affirm s a H an d , he says, “I affirm  a H an d  for Allah, w h ich  is 
b e fittin g  H is M ajesty .”

i f  he affirm s an  Eye, he says, “I affirm  an Eye for Allah, w h ich  
befits H is M ajesty .”
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T his is w h a t is to  be said c o n c e rn in g  all o f  the  attribu tes 
m en tio n ed  [in the  B ook  and  the  S un nah ]—w h e th e r  they  are 
a ttribu tes o f  Self, like w h a t has previously  been  m en tio n ed , o r  
a ttribu tes o f  action  like a l-Istiw a  [rising  above the  th ro n e ], 
d escen d ing  to  the  low est heaven  and  the like o f  th is—in 
accordance to  w h a t was believed and  affirm ed by  the  first 
g en e ra tio n  from  the  com p an io ns, th e ir  studen ts (T abi un) and  
th e ir  successors (Atba a l-T ab i 'u n ), the  th ree  p ra isew orthy  
gen era tio ns w h o m  the P ro p h e t praised and  com m end ed .

H is saying:

“A nd  I p ro tec t th em  from  all th a t is im ag in ed  (w ith  respect to  
th e ir  realities).”

M ean ing : I p ro tec t th em  from  every  form  o f  resem blance to  the 
crea tio n  th a t is im ag ined  by  th e  m inds.

In the  th ird  line o f  the  p o em  is a critic ism  o f  an y o n e  w h o  
abandons the  Q u r ’an  and  the S unnah  w h en  p resen tin g  evidences, 
and  instead quotes the  say ing  o f  the  d isbeliev ing  C h ristian  
[k n o w n  as] al-A khtal.

W h o e v e r  does th is is deserv ing  to  be critic ized  and  described w ith  
w ickedness and  ig n o m in y , because he ab an d o n ed  the tru th  and  
em braced  falsehood. T o  Allah w e  b e lo n g  and  to  H im  w e shall 
re tu rn .

T h e  [statem ent] “c itin g  the  say ing  o f  al-A khtal as an ev id en ce” is 
re fe rrin g  to  w h a t the  Asha irah use to  falsely in te rp re t al-Istiw a 
(rising above the th ro n e) to  m ean  a l-Istlla’ (conq uerin g ), and  they  
cite the  say ing  o f  al-A khtal as a proof:
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“B ishr co n q u ered  Iraq w ith o u t a sw ord  o r the  spilling  o f  any 
b lo o d .”

T h ey  say the m ean in g  o f  Istaw a here  is a l-Istaw la (to con qu er), 
and  c itin g  this as evidence is in co rrec t and  rejected . T h is is 
because if  it is said reg a rd in g  B ishr b. M arw an  th a t he con qu ered  
Iraq, since he had n o t co n q u ered  it p rio r  to  that, th en  this w o u ld  
be co rrec t as it pertains to  the  creation .

H o w ev er, this is in co rrec t as it applies to  T h e  C rea to r because no  
one  was in co n tro l o f  H is th ro n e  p rio r  to  H im . T h is  is obvious, ye t 
Allah in fo rm ed  us th a t it is n o t the  eyes th a t are b linded , b u t it is the 
hearts in the chests th a t are b lin d ed . 1

W h o  is it th a t can con test w ith  Allah, the  L ord  o f  the creation , and 
had p o w er o ver H is th ro n e  p rio r  to  H im ? W e  seek refuge w ith  Allah 
from  m isgu idance.

“H ad  th ere  been  th e re in  (in the heavens and  the earth) gods 
besides Allah, th en  verily  b o th  w o u ld  have been  ru in e d .” [al- 
A nbiya: 22]

1 Allah said:

“H ave they no t travelled th ro u g h  the land, and have they hearts 
w herew ith  to  understand  and ears w herew ith  to hear? Verily, it is 
no t the eyes tha t g row  blind, bu t it is the hearts w hich are in the 
breasts that g row  b lind .” [al-H ajj: 46]
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“Say (O  M u h a m m a d  to  th ese  p o ly th e is ts , p ag an s , e tc .): " I f  
th e re  h ad  b e e n  o th e r  (gods) a lo n g  w ith  H im  as th e y  assert, 
th e n  th e y  w o u ld  c e r ta in ly  hav e  s o u g h t o u t  a w ay  to  th e  L ord  
o f  th e  T h ro n e  (seek in g  H is P leasu res a n d  to  be  n e a r  to  H im ). 
G lo rif ied  an d  H ig h  is H e  fro m  w h a t th e y  say. T h e  seven 
h eav en s  an d  th e  ea rth  an d  all th a t is th e re in , g lo rify  H im , an d  
th e re  is n o t  a th in g  b u t g lo rifies  H is Praise. B u t y o u  
u n d e rs ta n d  n o t  th e ir  g lo r if ic a tio n . T ru ly , H e  is E ver 
F o rb e a rin g , O f t-F o rg iv in g .” [al-Isra: 4 2 -4 5 ]
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B elief in Seeing Allah and His Descent to the 
Lowest Heaven

> o O ' "  '  & ^
3 jn  J ' i  (nrj O iP -

A nd the Believers will see their Lord in T ru th  (in the 
Hereafter). And to the heaven does H e descend w ithou t 
(asking) how .

E xplanation:

M ean ing : T h e  believers w ill see th e ir  L ord  on  the  D ay  o f  
R esu rrec tion , as established in  nu m ero u s  ahad ith . F rom  th em  is the 
had ith  narra ted  by  Ja rir  b. A b du llah 1 in  the  tw o  au th en tic  collections 
[B ukhari and  M uslim ]:

“V erily, yo u  w ill see y o u r  L ord  like y o u  see the  sun at n o o n  
w h en  there  are n o  clouds, and  like y o u  see the  m o o n  o n  a 
n ig h t w h en  th ere  are n o  clouds .”2

T h e  w o rd in g  of the had ith  narrated  by Ja rir  is:

“W e w ere sitting  w ith  the P rophet and he looked at the
m o o n  on  the n igh t o f  the full m oon  and said, ‘Verily, you  will see 
yo u r lord as you see this full m oon , and  you  will have no  difficulty 
o r trouble seeing H im . T hus, it you can avoid m issing a Prayer 
before sunrise [Fajr] and a Prayer before sunset [ Asr] you m ust do
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T h e  ahad ith  th a t affirm  th a t the  believers w ill see th e ir  L ord  on  
the D ay  o f  R esu rrec tion  are n u m ero u s  and  w e ll-k n o w n .

His saying:

“A nd to  the heaven  does H e descend w ith o u t (asking) h o w .”

M ean ing : T h a t H e  descends to  the  low est heaven  in  the m iddle th ird  
and  last th ird  o f  the  n ig h t w ith o u t (asking) ho w .

A bu H u ra irah  narra ted  th a t the  P ro p h e t said:

JjjL s, yy)l\ 3 3 ^ C-li jy>- lijjl 3 ) 3 3  3 ^ 3 ^ 'j  3jn

“O u r  L ord, T h e  Blessed and  M ost H ig h , descends every  n ig h t 
to  the  low est heaven  d u rin g  the  last th ird  o f  the  n ig h t and  H e 
says: ‘[is there  anyone] w h o  invokes M e, so th a t I m ay respond  
to  his invocation? [is th ere  any on e] w h o  asks M e, so th a t I 
m ay g ra n t h im  his request? [is th ere  any on e] w h o  seeks M y 
forgiveness, so th a t I m ay forg ive h im ?’”'

Ahl a l-S un nah  believe in this and  affirm  it for th e ir  L ord  in  a m an n er 
b e fittin g  His M ajesty.

1 C ollected  by B ukhari (no. 1145).
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B elief in the Balance and the Pool

And I affirm the Balance and the Pool [regarding] w hich I 
hope to  be (am ongst those) w hose thirst will be quenched 
(by it).

E xplanation:

M ean ing: H e in fo rm ed  [us] th a t he believes in  the  balance w ith  
w h ich  the  deeds are w eigh ed . It is an  actual balance w ith  tw o  
pans and  a p o in te r1.

T h e  g o o d  deeds o f  the  servant are placed in  o n e  pan  and  the  evil 
deeds are placed in  the o th e r  pan .

I f  the g o o d  deeds o u tw e ig h  the bad  deeds, th en  the  o n e  w h o  
p erfo rm ed  these actions w ill be saved and  he w ill en te r  Paradise 
in peace.

H o w ev er, i f  the  pan  co n ta in in g  the  evil deeds o u tw e ig h s  the pan 
co n ta in in g  the  g o o d  deeds, th en  it is possible th a t the on e  w h o  
p erfo rm ed  these actions w ill face a painful to rm en t; th en  after th a t 
he w ill en te r  Paradise, e ithe r th ro u g h  the  in tercession  o f  the 
in tercessors o r  th ro u g h  the  M ercy  o f  the  M ost M erc ifu l.2

1 [TN ] T here  is n o th in g  authentically  established from  the P rophet
tha t affirms a p o in ter for the Balance. H ow ever, there are a few 

narrations attribu ted  to  Ibn Abbas, bu t they are w eak.

2 T h e  P rophet ( ^ j ^ i i j p )  said:
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T h e  Pool: T h is is the  Pool o f  th e  P ro p h e t faat&JSSfc*). Its len g th  
is the  d istance o f  a m o n th  and  its w id th  is th e  distance o f  a m o n th . 
T h e  believers w ill d rin k  from  it, and  w h o ev er drinks a sip from  
it will never be th irsty  after it. Its d r in k in g  vessels are equ ivalen t 
to  the  nu m bers o f  the  stars.1

j J *  j j *  <Ji l  j j l

t  v duiii' ULi \i» j*  jSoi f  i* 3 *? 3 =?? ‘S
^jjl j i t  Ails aaAa>- Ijjif- dll j \  jjs O j k ^ 3j4* j - t  dlls' '—‘j  
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“A m an from  m y nation  will be called ou t in fron t o f  the w hole 
o f  the creation  on  the D ay o f  R esurrection . N in e ty -n in e  scrolls will 
be laid o u t for him . Each o f  the scrolls will be as far as the eye can 
see. T h en  it will be said, ‘D o  you  deny an y th in g  from  this?’ So he 
will say, ‘N o , O  m y L ord .’ It w ill be said, ‘D o  you  have any  excuse 
o r any g ood  deed?’ T h e  m an will fear and  he will say, ‘N o .’ So it 
will be said: ‘Yes. Indeed, you  have good  deeds w ith  Us. You 
will no t be w ro n ged  regard ing  th e m .’ A parchm en t will be b ro u g h t 
o u t for h im  con ta in ing , ‘I bear w itness tha t none has the r ig h t to  be 
w orshipped  except Allah and I bear w itness tha t M uham m ad is His 
slave and His M essenger.’ H e will say, ‘O  m y Lord, w hat is this 
parchm en t in com parison to those scrolls?’ So it w ill be said, ‘You 
will n o t be w ro n g e d .’ So the scrolls will be placed o n  one pan and 
tha t parchm en t will be placed on one pan. T h e  scrolls will be ligh ter 
and the parchm en t will o u tw e ig h .’” A l-T irm id h ! (no. 2639)

Shaykh AlbanT au then ticated  this had ith  in al-Sahlhah (no. 135).

1 T h e  P rophet (^ j^dc$ & )  said:
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B elief in the Bridge O ver the Hellfire

And likewise (I affirm) the [Sirat] B ridge extended over 
Hellfire (over w hich all will pass). So the M uw ahhid  will be 
safe (and) delivered, and another forsaken (w ho will fall).

E xplanation:

T h e  Sirat is a b rid ge  th a t is placed over the  surface o f  the  H ellfire.

T h e  actual Sirat [in the  H ereafte r th a t is placed over Hell] is parallel 
to  the  figurative Sirat [path] p resen t in the  life o f  this w o rld , w h ich  
is alluded to  by  the  Saying  o f  Allah:

i  \Lgjz \% %  >
“A nd  verily, this is m y S tra igh t Path , so follow  it .” [a l-A n am: 
153]

A nd  His Saying:

“M y pool is (so large that it takes) a m on th 's  jo u rn e y  to  cross it. Its 
w ater is w h ite r than m ilk, its smell is n icer than  m usk (a k ind o f  
perfum e), and its d rink in g  cups are (as num erous) as the (num ber of) 
stars o f  the sky; and w hoever drinks from  it, will never be th irsty .”

46



A  Concise Explanation of Lam iyah Shayhh A hm ad  a l-N a jm i

“A nd  verily , y o u  (O  M u ham m ad) are in d eed  g u id in g  
(m ankind) to  th e  S tra igh t P ath  (i.e. A llah 's re lig io n  o f  Islam ic 
M o n o th e ism ).” [al-S hura: 52]

T h e  p a th  th a t w e  have been  co m m a n d e d  to  fo llow  in  th is w o rld  is 
th e  D iv in e  L eg isla tion , w h ic h  is p resen t in  th e  B o o k  o f  Allah and  
th e  S u n n ah  o f  th e  M essen ger o f  A llah.

W h o e v e r  is firm  an d  u p r ig h t u p o n  th e  p a th  in  th is w o rld  w ill be  
f irm  an d  u p r ig h t in  his jo u r n e y  in  th e  H erea fte r; a n d  th ro u g h  
h a s te n in g  to  [im p lem en t]  th e  leg is la tio n  o f  A llah, th e y  w ill hasten  
[to  pass] o v e r  th e  b r id g e  s tre tc h e d  o v e r  th e  F ire o f ja h a n n a m .

It is estab lished  in  a n u m b e r  o f  a u th e n tic  h a d ith  th a t th e  M u slim s’ 
jo u r n e y  across th e  B rid g e  is n o t  o f  eq u a l speed; ra th e r , th e ir  [speed] 
w ill d iffe r g rea tly , so m e w ill pass like  th e  b l in k in g  o f  an  eye , som e 
like  lig h tn in g , som e like  w in d , so m e  like  sw ift ho rses, so m e  like  th e  
r u n n in g  o f  m e n , so m e  w a lk in g , so m e  c ra w lin g  a n d  so m e  c re e p in g  
o n  th e ir  s to m a c h s .1

1 T he Prophet said:

3 ~*3  ̂ tlcOj 'jS-_ *3 ""̂  J >-“3 3^ j
3j~*,j   ̂ (3  ̂ 'jydj -rb*** 3*  ̂ 3**

p i  y  ^r' j f  j'ai-iJi 3 b  3 ^ &  
(b~;j pH

“T h en  a bridge will be laid across Hell. I and m y follow ers will be 
the first ones to  go  across it, and no ne  will speak on  th a t D ay except 
the M essengers. A nd the invocation  o f  the M essengers o n  that D ay 
will be, ‘O  Allah, save! Save!’ T h ere  w ill be hooks like the th o rns o f  
Al-Sa dan (tho rny  plant). H ave you  seen Al-Sa dan? T h ey  replied, 
'Yes, O  M essenger o f  Allah!’ H e said, 'S o  those hooks look like the 
thorns o f  A l-Sa’dan , b u t n o n e  kn ow s ho w  b ig  they are except Allah. 
T ho se  hooks will snap the  people aw ay acco rd in g  to  th e ir  deeds.
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T h e  difference o f  th e ir  speed is in  accordance to  th e ir  jo u rn e y  u p o n  
the  leg islation  o f  Allah and  th e ir  speed to  [im plem en t] it [in th is life].

T h e n  he said:

“So the  M u w ah h id  w ill be safe (and) delivered , and  an o th e r 
forsaken (w ho w ill fall).”

M ean ing : T h e  one  w h o  traversed u p o n  the  s tra igh t path , in  the 
figurative sense, in  this w o rld , th en  he w ill be delivered , and  
w h o ev e r’s jo u rn e y  w as unsteady, th en  they  w ill fall. A nd A llah’s 
refuge is sough t.

Som e o f  the people will be destroyed because o f  the ir (evil) deeds, 
and som e will be cu t o r to rn  by the hooks (and fall in to  Hell) and 
som e will be punished and then  relieved .’” BukharT (no. 7437)
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B elief in Paradise and the Hellfire

J i  '3STj j l i i ' j

A nd the w retched one will be burned  in the Fire by D ivine 
w isdom . A nd likewise (by D ivine wisdom ) the pious one will 
enter Gardens.

E xplanation :

M ean in g : Allah has p repared  for Paradise its fill [o f  inhab itan ts], and  
H e has p repared  for the  H ellfire its fill [o f  in hab itan ts ] . 1 [T h e ir 
destination] is based o n  th e ir  actions, and  H e  has already decreed  for 
th em  happiness o r  m isery.

1 T h e  P rophet said:

‘iflUa '-.j c\'aXCo Y ^ l$i U Cjj 1j
  3^5 j  1 ^  3& >—dljy

Jsk-A f l j f r L J u i  CA) '

“Paradise and the Fire argued . T h e  Fire said, i  have been given the 
privilege o f  receiv ing  the a rro g an t and the ty ran ts .’ Paradise said, 
‘W h a t is the m atter w ith  me? W h y  do on ly  the w eak and the hum ble 
am on g  the people en te r m e?’ O n  that, Allah said to  Paradise, ‘Y ou 
are m y m ercy, w h ich  1 bestow  o n  w hoever I w ish o f  m y servants.’ 
T h en  Allah said to  the (Hell) Fire, ‘Y ou are m y (m eans of) 
pun ishm en t by  w hich  I punish  w hoever 1 w ish o f  m y slaves. And 
each o f  you  will have its fill.’” B ukhari (no. 4850) and  M uslim  (no. 
2846)
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O  Allah, m ake us from  those w h o  are saved [from  y o u r to rm en t], 
and  w rite  us am o n g  the successful th ro u g h  y o u r M ercy , those w h o  
a tta in  safety from  the disgraceful p u n ish m en t, w h ich  is for the 
disbelievers and  sinners in  the  Fire o f ja h a n n a m . A nd  A llah’s refuge 
is sough t.
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B elief in the Questions o f  the Grave, Its 
Punishment and Bliss

3 U i  i i t t  j  j j >  ^  %

And every sane, living person will have in his grave his deeds 
to  accom pany him; and for w hich he will be questioned.

T his line o f  p o e try  m en tion s th a t a p e rso n ’s actions w ill be m ade
visible to  th em  [in the grave].

U p o n  the  au th o rity  o f  al-B ara b. Azib w h o  said:

“W e  w e n t o u t w ith  the  P ro p h e t to  a funeral o f  a
m an  from  the  A nsar (orig inal in hab itan ts o f  M adinah) un til 
w e arrived at the  grave, and  he still had  n o t been  placed in  the 
slot o f  the  grave. T h e n  th e  M essenger o f  Allah sat
d o w n , and  w e sat a ro u n d  h im . Y o u  w o u ld  have th o u g h t th a t 
birds w ere  u p o n  o u r  heads [from  o u r  silence], and  in  the  han d  
o f  the  M essenger o f  Allah was a stick w h ich  he
w as p o k in g  the  g ro u n d  w ith . [T h en  he started  lo o k in g  at the 
sky, and  lo o k in g  at the  earth  and  lo o k in g  up  d o w n  th ree 
tim es].

T h e n  he said to  us: ‘Ask Allah for refuge from  the to rm e n t o f  
the g rav e .’ H e  repeated  this co m m an d  tw o  o r th ree  tim es. 
T h e n  he said: ‘V erily, the  be liev in g  servant, w h e n  leav in g  this 
life and  jo u rn e y in g  to  the  H ereafter, angels w ill descend u p o n  
him , th e ir  faces w ill be w h ite  as i f  th ey  w ere  suns, th ey  will 
have w ith  th em  a sh rou d  from  the  sh rou d  o f  Paradise and  an
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em b a lm m en t fro m  the  em b a lm m en t o f  heaven. T h e n  they  
w ill sit w ith in  e y e -sh o t o f  him .

T h e n  the angel o f  death  (peace be u p o n  him ) w ill com e and  
sit at his head and  w ill say ‘O  y o u  v irtuou s soul; com e o u t to  
a forgiveness an d  a pleasure from  y o u r  L o rd .’ So it w ill com e 
o u t as a d rop  com es o u t o f  the m o u th  o f  a ju g  (w ith  ease), th en  
he w ill take it, n o t leav ing  it in  his han d  fo r lo n g e r th a t a b link  
o f  an  eye un til th ey  have placed it in  th a t sh rou d  and  th a t 
em balm m en t. A nd there  w ill em anate  from  it a smell like th a t 
o f  the sw eetest sm elling  m usk  o n  the  face o f  the  earth.

T h e n  they  shall ascend w ith  it, and  th ey  shall n o t pass w ith  it 
by  any  g ro u p  o f  angels b u t th ey  w ill say: ‘W h a t is this g o o d  
and  sw ee t-sm elling  soul?’ T h e n  th ey  shall say to  th em , ‘(H e is) 
so and  so the son o f  so and  so ,’ ch o o sin g  the best o f  the nam es 
he used to  be called in  this life. U n til th ey  reach the  low est 
sky, th en  they  shall ask perm ission to  en te r, and  they  shall be 
g ran ted  en try .

All the  angels near to  it w ill fo llow  it to  the  nex t heaven  un til 
th ey  end  at the  seven th  heaven . T h e n  Allah, T h e  E xalted and  
M ost H ig h , w ill say, ‘W rite  the  b o o k  o f  m y  servant in  Illiy in  
and  re tu rn  h im  to  the earth , for [I p rom ised  them ] I have 
created  th em  from  it, and  in to  it I shall re tu rn  th em , and  from  
it I shall ex tract (resurrect) th em  a second tim e .’ H is soul is 
re tu rn ed  to  his body .

T h e n  tw o  angels shall com e and  sit h im  up  nex t to  th em  and  
shall ask h im , ‘W h o  is y o u r  L ord?’ H e  shall reply , ‘M y Lord is 
A llah.’ T h e n  they  shall ask h im , ‘W h a t is y o u r  re lig ion ?’ H e 
shall answ er th em , ‘M y relig ion  is Islam .’ T h e n  they  shall ask 
h im , ‘W h o  is this m an  w h o  w as sen t am o n g  y o u ? ’ H e  w ill 
reply , ‘H e  is the  M essenger o f  Allah peace be u p o n
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h im .’ T h e n  they  shall ask h im  ‘W h a t have y o u  do ne?’ H e  shall 
reply: ‘I read the  b o o k  o f  Allah, th en  I believed  in it and 
accep ted  it .’ T h e n  a caller w ill call from  the sky, ‘M y slave has 
spoken  the tru th , so spread o u t for h im  from  the  furn ish ings 
o f  Paradise, and  clo the h im  from  Paradise, and  op en  a d o o r for 
h im  from  the Paradise (w ith in  his g rave).’ So its goodness and  
its smell w ill com e u n to  h im , th en  his grave w ill be expanded  
for h im  as far as he can see.

T h e n  a m an  w ill com e to  h im . H is face w ill be handsom e and  
his clo thes w ill be handsom e, and  his smell w ill be sw eet. T h e n  
he shall say u n to  him : ‘I b r in g  y o u  glad  tid ings o f  th a t w h ich  
w ill m ake yo u  h ap p y .’ T h is  is the day th a t y o u  w ere  prom ised . 
T h e n  he w ill say, ‘W h o  are yo u , for y o u r  face is the  face o f  
som eo ne w h o  com es w ith  g o o d  new s?’ H e  shall reply, ‘I am  
y o u r  g o o d  deeds. T h e n  he shall say, ‘M y L ord, b r in g  the  h o u r  
so th a t I m ig h t re tu rn  to  m y  fam ily and  m y  w ea lth .’”

H e said:

“A nd  the  d isbeliev ing  servant, i f  he is leav in g  th is life and  
jo u rn e y in g  to  the H ereafter, th en  angels w ill descend u p o n  
h im , th e ir faces will be black; th ey  have w ith  th em  a coarse 
w o o len  fabric (sackcloth). T h e n  they  w ill sit w ith in  ey e -sh o t 
o f  h im . T h e n  the  angel o f  death  w ill com e and  sit at his head 
and  w ill say, ‘O  yo u  w icked  soul, com e o u t to  an g er from  y o u r 
L ord  and  a fury (from  H im ).’ So it w ill be d istribu ted  (spread 
out) th ro u g h o u t his bo dy , th en  it w ill be ripp ed  aw ay as a 
skew er/sp it is ripped  o u t o f  dam p co tto n .

T h e n  he will take it (the soul), n o t leav ing  it in his han d  for 
lo n g e r th an  a b lin k  o f  an  eye un til th ey  have placed it in  th a t 
sackcloth. A nd th ere  will em anate  from  it a stench  like th a t o f  
the  evilest sm elling  corpse o n  the  face o f  th e  earth . T h e n  they
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shall ascend w ith  it, and  th ey  shall n o t pass w ith  it by  a g ro u p  
o f  angels b u t th ey  w ill say, ‘W h a t is this w icked  soul?’ T h e n  
they  shall say to  th em , ‘(H e is) so and  so the  son o f  so and  so ,’ 
ch o o sin g  the m ost hated  o f  the nam es he used to  be called in  
this life. U n til they  reach the  low est heaven(sky). T h e n  they  
shall ask perm ission to  en ter, and  th ey  shall n o t be g ran ted  
en try . T h e n  the M essenger o f  Allah recited , ‘T h e
doors o f  the sky are n o t o p en ed  to  th em , n o r  shall they  en te r 
heaven un til the  cam el passes th ro u g h  the  eye o f  the  need le .’ 
(7 :40).

T h e n  Allah, the  Exalted and  M ost H ig h , shall say, ‘W rite  the 
b o o k  o f  m y  servant in  SijjTn in  the  low est e a r th .’ T h e n  his soul 
is discarded [from  the sky] w ith  a m ig h ty  hurl. T h e n  he 
(J z j^ ic ij)^ )  read, ‘A nd those w h o  associate partners w ith  
Allah, th ey  are as one  w h o  falls from  the  sky, th en  is snatched 
by  the  birds o r is cast by  the w in d  in to  a very  low  p lace.’

T h e n  his soul w ill be re tu rn ed  in to  his body . T h e n  tw o  angels 
shall com e and  sit h im  up and  shall ask h im , ‘W h o  is y o u r  
L ord?’ H e shall reply ‘O h ; O h  (this is an expression o f  sorrow ). 
I do  n o t k n o w .’ T h e n  they  shall ask h im , ‘W h a t is y o u r 
re lig ion?’ H e  shall answ er them , ‘O h ; O h . I do  n o t k n o w .’ 
T h e n  they  shall ask h im , ‘W h o  is this m an  w h o  was sent 
am o n g  yo u ?’ H e  w ill reply, ‘O h ; oh . I do  n o t k n o w .’

T h e n  a caller will call from  the  sky, ‘M y slave has spoken 
falsely, so spread o u t for h im  from  the  hell fire, and  op en  a 
d o o r for h im  from  the hell fire (w ith in  his g rave).’ Its heat and 
h o t w in d  w ill com e u n to  h im , th en  his grave w ill be 
co n trac ted  u p o n  h im  un til his lim bs are cau g h t up am o n g  one 
ano th er.
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T h e n  a m an  w ill com e to  h im . H is face w ill be ug ly , and  his 
clothes w ill be ug ly , and  his sm ell w ill be vile. T h e n  he shall 
say u n to  h im , ‘I b r in g  y o u  tid in gs o f  th a t w h ich  w ill ha rm  you . 
T h is is the  day th a t y o u  w ere  p ro m ised .’ T h e n  he w ill say, 
‘W h o  are y o u , for y o u r  face is the  face o f  som eo ne w h o  com es 
w ith  evil?’ H e shall reply , ‘I am  y o u r  evil deeds .’” 1

Shaykh al-Islam  is a llud ing  to  this had ith .

1 Sahih: C ollected  by Im am  A hm ad (no. 18534), and the w o rd in g  here was 
narrated  by h im , Abu D aw ud  (no. 4753) and others. Shaykh AlbanT 
declared it to be Sahih [au then tic] in Sahih al-Taryhih W a al-Tarhib  (no. 
3558).
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The B elief o f  the Four Imams

(J a 4 jr jUaXC-l Ijjb

This is the creed o f  al-Shafi I and M alik and Abu H anlfah and 
then Ahm ad w hich has been transm itted.

dldc- Loi

So if  you follow their path, then  success have you been 
granted. And if  you innovate, then  no support (whatsoever) do 
you have.

E xplanation:

M ean ing: W h a t yo u  have stud ied  here is the  b e lie f o f  the  four 
Im am s, and  they  are al-Shafi'T, M alik, A bu H an lfah  and  A hm ad.

If  yo u  follow  th e ir path , th en  yo u  have been  g ran ted  success. 
H o w ev er, i f  yo u  inno vate  and  depart from  th e ir  path , th en  yo u  have 
no  sup po rt w hatsoever.

W e ask Allah to  gu ide yo u  to  the  tru th  and  a tta in m en t o f  it.

A nd success lies w ith  Allah.

A nd m ay Allah bestow  peace and  blessing u p o n  M u ham m ad , his 
fam ily and  his com panions.
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Picture of the Manuscript
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The Lamiyah Poem Quoted by Al-'Allamah Abu al- 
Barakat N'uman b. Mahmud al-AlusI
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A  Concise Explanation of Lannyah Shaykh A hm ad  a l-N a jm i

Glossary

A

Ayah: (pi. a y  a t) "sign," a v e rse  of th e  Q ur'an.
Ahad: a n a r ra tio n  w h ich  has n o t re a c h e d  th e  level o f  m u ta w a tir. 
Ahadlth: see  h a d ith .
'Alayhis-salam: "m ay Allah ( pr ot ect  a n d  p re s e rv e  him ." It 
is sa id  a f te r  th e  n am e  o f a P ro p h e t o f Allah o r  a f te r  th e  n am e o f an  
Angel.
Ansar: "h e lp e rs ;” th e  M uslim s o f al-M ad lnah  w h o  su p p o r te d  th e  
M uslim s w h o  m ig ra ted  from  M akkah.
’Arsh: T h ro n e  o f Allah $■%)£■). 
cAsr: th e  a fte rn o o n  P rayer.
Awliya': see  W all.

B

Bid'ah: H eresy  (a n y  in n o v a to ry  p rac tice ).
Buraq: An an im al b ig g er th a n  a d o n k ey  a n d  sm a lle r  th a n  a h o rse  on 
w h ich  th e  P ro p h e t ) w e n t for th e  M i'raj.

D

Dal: one  en g ag ed  in d a ’wah, caller.
Da’aef: "w eak," u n a u th e n tic  n a rra tio n .
Da’wah: in v ita tion , call to  Allah ( J ^ ) .
Din: a co m p le ted  w ay  o f  life p re sc r ib e d  by  Allah
Dhikr: (pi. a d h ka r) re m e m b ra n c e  o f Allah C f e j i )  w ith  th e  h ea rt,
say ings o f th e  to n g u e  an d  ac tio n s  o f o u r  lim bs.
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E

Iman: faith , to  affirm  all th a t  w as  rev e a le d  to  th e  P ro p h e t

F

Fahish: o n e  w h o  u ses  foul language.
Fard Kifayah: collective  o b liga tion  - if fulfilled by  a p a r t  o f th e  
co m m u n ity  th e n  th e  r e s t  a re  n o t ob liga ted .
Fatwa: (pi. fa ta w a ) re lig iou s v erd ic ts .
Faqih: A sch o la r  w h o  can give re lig io u s  v erd ic ts .
Fiqh: Islam ic ju r isp ru d e n c e , u n d e rs ta n d in g .
Fitnah: (pi. fita ii)  T rials, p e rse c u tio n , conflicts an d  strifes.
Fitrah: th e  n a tu ra l d isp o sitio n  th a t  o n e  is b o rn  upon .

G

Ghulu: go ing to  an  ex trem e.
Ghusl: A cerem o n ia l b a th  n e c e ssa ry  for th e  o n e  w h o  is in a s ta te  o f 
Janabah.

H

Hadith: (pi. ah ad lh ) th e  saying , ac tio n s  an d  a p p ro v a ls  n a r ra te d  
from  th e  P ro p h e t 
Halal: law ful.
Hanlf: p u re  Islam ic M o no theism  (w o rsh ip p in g  Allah a lo n e  an d  
n o th in g  else).
Haram: un law fu l an d  fo rb id den .
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Hasan: fine, good; a te rm  u sed  for an  a u th e n tic  h a d ith , w h ich  do es 
n o t reach  th e  level o f Sahih.
Haij: killing.
Al-Haruriyyah: an  especia lly  u n -o rth o d o x  re lig iou s se c t th a t 
b ra n c h e d  off from  th e  K haw arij.
Hijrahh: m ig ra tio n  from  th e  lan d  o f S h irk  to  th e  land  o f Islam . 
Hukm: a ju d g m e n t o f legal dec ision  (e sp ec ia lly  o f  A llah).

I

'Ibadah: w o rsh ip , w o rsh ip  o f Allah.
Ihsan: w o rsh ip p in g  Allah as th o u g h  you  see  Him. H ow ever, since 
you  can n o t see  Him, th e n  k n o w  th a t  He see s  you.
Ijma': co n sen su s, a un ified  o p in io n  o f S cho lars reg a rd in g  a c e rta in  
issue.
Ijtihad: e x e rtio n  o f effort; th e  p ro c e ss  o f  a rr iv in g  a t  a re a so n e d  
decis ion  by  a S cho lar on  an  issue.
Imam: lead e rs ; le a d e rs  in P ray er, kn ow ledg e  in fiqh , le a d e r  o f a 
s ta te .
Isnad: th e  chain  o f n a r ra to r s  link ing  th e  co llec to r o f th e  say ing  to  
th e  p e rso n  q u o ted .
Istikharah: a P ray e r co n sis tin g  o f tw o  u n its  ( ra k 'a h ) a sk in g  Allah for 
gu idance.
Istiwa: ascend ing ; th e  a scen d in g  o f Allah abo ve  th e  T h ro n e  (in  th e  
m a n n e r  th a t  befits  His M ajesty).

J
Janabah: s ta te  o f a p e rso n  a f te r  hav in g  sexual in te rc o u rse  o r  sexual 
d ischarge .
Janazah: (pi. jana 'iz)-. Funeral.
Jihad: striv ing , struggling , figh ting  to  m ake th e  W o rd  o f Allah 
su p rem e .
JunTah: Friday.
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Jinn: inv isib le  c rea tio n , c re a te d  by  Allah from  sm o k e less  fire. 
Junub: a p e rso n  w h o  is in  th e  s ta te  o f  janabah.

K

Ka'bah: a sq u a re  s to n e  b u ild in g  in al-Masjidul-Haram  ( th e  g re a t 
m o sq u e  in M akkah w h ich  M uslim s go to  for p ilg rim ag e  a n d  w h ich  
all M uslim s d ire c t th e ir  face in P ray e r) .
Al-Kaba'ir: th e  m a jo r sins.
KharijI: (pi. Khawarij)-. th o se  w h o  d ec la re d  th a t  a M uslim  beco m es 
a d isb e liev e r d u e  to  co m m ittin g  a m a jo r sin  alone.
Khallfah: (pi. khulafay. th e  h ead  o f th e  Islam ic g o v e rn m e n t to  
w h o m  th e  o a th  o f a lleg iance  is given.
Khilafah: an  Islam ic s ta te .
Khutbah: (p e rso n  khatlb), re lig io u s  ta lk  (se rm o n ).
Kufr: (p e rso n  kafir) ac t o f d isb e lie f  in th e  Religion o f Islam .

M

Madhhab: p o sitio n  o r  o p in io n  o f a Scholar; schoo l o f Islam ic 
Ju risp ru d en ce .
Makruh: n o t a p p ro v e d  of, u n d e s ira b le  from  th e  p o in t o f  v iew  of 
Religion, a lth o u g h  n o t p u n 'Ish ab le .
Manhaj: w ay; m eth od ; m ethodo logy .
Marfu': ra ised ; a n a r ra tio n  a ttr ib u te d  to  th e  P ro p h e t ( i i j ^ i S j p ) .  
Masjid: m osque.
Mawbiqat: g re a t d e s tru c tiv e  sins.
Mudallis: o n e  w h o  p ra c tise s  tadlis.
Muhajir: (pi. muhajirun, muhajirln) o n e  w h o  m ig ra te d  from  th e  
lan d  o f th e  d isb e liev e rs  to  th e  lan d  o f th e  M uslim s fo r th e  sak e  of 
Allah.
Muhaddith: sch o la r  o f th e  sc ien ce  o f hadith.
Mufti: on e  w h o  gives fatawa.
Mujahid: (pi. mujahidun)-. a M uslim  w a r r io r  in jihad.
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Mujtahid: one  w h o  is qu 'A lIfied to  p a ss  ju d g m e n t u s in g  ijtih a d . 
Munkar: "re jected ;"  a n a r ra tio n  w h ich  is u n -a u th e n tic  itse lf  an d  
co n tra d ic ts  an d  a u th e n tic  n a rra tio n s .
Muqallid: o n e  w h o  p rac tices  taqlid .
Mushrik: (pi. m u sh riku ri) p o ly th e is ts , p ag an s  an d  d isb e liev e rs  in 
th e  o n en ess  of Allah (jS£*0 an d  His M essen ger 
Mustahabb: reco m m en d ed ; an  ac tio n  if left it is n o t p u n 'Ish a b le  an d  
if d o n e  it is rew ard ab le .
Muttaqun: th o se  w h o  a re  pious.
Mutawatir: a h a d ith  w h ich  is n a r ra te d  by  a v e ry  la rge  n u m b e r  of 
n a r ra to rs , such  th a t  it can n o t be  su p p o r te d  th a t  th ey  all ag reed  
u p o n  a lie.
Muwahhid: (pi. m u w a h h id u n ) one  w h o  un ifies all o f h is w o rsh ip  
an d  d irec ts  it to  Allah alone.
Mawdu': fab rica ted ; sp u rio u s ; in v en ted  (n a r ra tio n ) .
Mawquf: s to p p ed ; a n a r ra tio n  from  a C om panion  (n o t go ing b ack  to  
th e  P ro p h e t
Mawsul: "connected ;" a co n tin u o u s  isn a d  (can  be  n a r r a te d  back  to  
th e  P ro p h e t

N

Nafilah: (pi. n a w a fil) O p tional p rac tice  o f w o rsh ip . 
Niyyah: in ten tio n  from  th e  h ea rt.
Nusuk: a sacrifice.

Q
Qadar: Divine p re -o rd a in m e n t; th a t  w h ich  Allah has o rd a in e d  for 
h is c rea tio n .
Qiblah: th e  d irec tio n  th e  M uslim s face d u rin g  P rayer.
Qiyas: analog ical d ed u c tio n  o f Islam ic law s. N ew  law s a re  d ed u ced  
from  old law s b a sed  u p o n  s im ila rity  b e tw e e n  th e ir  causes.
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Qunut: "devo tion ;" a special su p p lica tio n  w h ile  s ta n d in g  in  th e  
P rayer.
Quraysh: o n e  o f th e  g re a te s t  tr ib e s  in A rab ia  in th e  p re -Is lam ic  
p e rio d  o f Igno rance. T he  P ro p h e t (JZ34& i5ijp) b e lo n g ed  to  th is  trib e .

R

Rafidi: th e  c o rre c t ti tle  fo r th e  ex tre m e  S h l’ah. T ho se  w h o  b e a r  
m 'A lice a n d  g ru d g es  ag a in s t th e  no b le  C o m p an ions to  th e
e x te n t th a t  th e y  d ec la re  th em  to  b e  a p o s ta te s . T hey  a lso  ho ld  th a t  
th e  Q ur'an  w h ich  th e  M uslim s h av e  is n e i th e r  co m p le te  n o r  
p re se rv e d  from  c o rru p tio n .
Ramadan: th e  n in th  m o n th  o f Islam ic ca len d ar, in w h ich  M uslim s 
o b se rv e  fasting.

Sahabah: M uslim s w h o  m e t th e  P ro p h e t be liev ing  in
h im  an d  d ied  be liev ing  in him .
Sahih: au th en tic , th e  h ig h es t ra n k  o f c lassifica tio n  o f a u th e n tic  
ah ad ith .
Salaf/Salafus-Salihln: p io u s p re d e c e sso rs ; th e  M uslim s o f th e  f irs t 
th re e  g en e ra tio n s : th e  C om pan ions, th e  su ccesso rs  an d  th e ir  
successo rs .
Salafi: o n e  w h o  a sc rib es  o n ese lf  to  th e  sa la fa n d  fo llow s th e ir  w ay. 
STrah: th e  life s to ry  o f th e  P ro p h e t 
Shari’ah: th e  d iv ine  code  o f law  o f Islam .
Shawwal: th e  m o n th  a f te r  R am adan.
Shaytan: S'A tan
Shl’ah: (see  R a fid i) a co llective  n am e  fo r v a rio u s  sec ts  c la im ing  love 
for A h lu l-B a y t
Shirk: asso c ia tin g  p a r tn e rs  w ith  Allah d irec tly  o r  ind irec tly ; 
co m p ro m isin g  an y  a sp ec ts  o f Taw hid.
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Surah: a c h a p te r  o f th e  Qur'an
Sunnah : "exam ple , p rac tice ;" th e  w ay  o f life o f th e  P ro p h e t 

co n sis tin g  o f h is w o rd s , ac tio n s  an d  s ile n t ap p ro v a ls . 
T he Sunnah is c o n ta in ed  in v a rio u s  ahadlth.

T

Tabfi: (pi. tabi’In) th e  g e n e ra tio n  th a t  cam e a f te r  th e  C om panions 
o f th e  P ro p h e t
Tafslr: ex p lan a tio n  o f th e  Qur'an.
Taghut: an y th in g  w o rsh ip e d  o th e r  th a n  th e  rea l God (A llah) (i.e. 
false de ities).
Tahajjud: v o lu n ta ry , re co m m en d ed  P ra y e r  b e tw e e n  th e
co m p u lso ry  p ra y e rs  o f '/ s A a 'a n d  Fa jr.
Takhrij: to  re fe ren ce  a hadith to  its  so u rce s  an d  ana lyze  its  isnads. 
Taqlld: b lind  follow ing; to  follow  so m e o n e ’s o p in io n  ( madhhab) 
w ith o u t evidence.
Taqwa: ac tin g  in ob ed ien ce  to  Allah, h o p in g  for His m ercy  up on  
ligh t from  Him an d  taqwa is leav ing  ac ts  o f d iso b ed ien ce , o u t o f fea r 
o f Him, u p o n  ligh t from  Him.
Tarjamah: n o tes  a b o u t a r e p o r te r  o f hadith.
Tawwaf: th e  c ircu m am b u la tio n  o f th e  Ka'bah.
Tawhld: Islam ic M onotheism . T he O n eness o f Allah. B elieving an d  
ac tin g  u p o n  His L ordsh ip , His rig h ts  o f W o rsh ip  an d  N am es and  
A ttrib u tes .

u
Uhud: A w ell kn ow n  m o u n ta in  in al-M adlnah . One o f th e  g re a te s t  
b a ttle s  in Islam ic h is to ry  cam e a t its foot. T his is called  Ghazwah 
Uhud.
'Ulama': (sing u la r: ’Him ) scho lars .
Umm: m o th e r  of, u sed  as  an  id en tifica tio n .
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Ummah [nation]: "n a tio n ”, th e  M uslim s as  a w hole.
'Umrah: a v is it to  M akkah d u rin g  w h ich  o n e  p e rfo rm s  th e  ta w w a f 
a ro u n d  th e  Ka ‘ba h  an d  th e  Sa  /"betw een  as-Sa fa  an d  al-M arw ah. It 
is called  th e  le s se r  Hajj.
Usui: th e  fu n d am en ta ls .

W

WahyT: th e  rev e la tio n  o r in sp ira tio n  o f  A llah to  His P ro p h e ts . 
Wahdatul-Wujud: th e  b e lie f  th a t  ev e ry th in g  in  ex is ten ce  is in fact 
Allah. T his d ev ia n t b e lie f  is h e ld  by  m an y  Su fis.
Wakil: d isp o se r  o f affairs.
Witr: "o dd ;” th e  la s t P ra y e r  a t  th e  n ight, w h ich  co n s is ts  o f  od d  
n u m b e r  of ra k a ’a t (u n its ).
Wallmah: th e  w ed d in g  feast.
Wasllah: th e  m ean s  o f a p p ro a c h  o r ach iev ing  His c lo sen ess  to  Allah 
by  g e ttin g  His favours.
Wudu': an  ab lu tio n  ( r itu a l w a sh in g ) th a t  is p e rfo rm e d  b efo re  
P ray e r an d  o th e r  k in d s of w o rsh ip .

Y

Yaqln: p e rfe c t ab so lu te  faith .
Yathrib: o n e  o f th e  n am es  o f a l-M adlnah .

Z

Zakat: ch a rity  th a t  is o b lig a to ry  on  ev e ry o n e  w h o  h as  w e a lth  ov er 
an d  abo ve  a c e rta in  lim it o v e r  w h ich  a y e a r  h as  p a sse d  (2 .5 %  of 
sav ed  w ea lth ).
Zakatul-Fitr: an  o b lig a to ry  c h a rity  by  th e  M uslim s to  be  g iven to  th e  
p o o r  b e fo re  th e  P ra y e r  o f ’Idu l-F itr.
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Zamzam: th e  sa c re d  w a te r  in s id e  th e  ha ra m  ( th e  g ra n d  m o sq u e ) a t  
M akkah.
Zanadiqah: a th e is ts , h e re tics .
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Our Call to the Um m ah

[1]: W e  b e lie v e  in  A llah  a n d  H is  N a m e s  a n d  A ttr ib u te s ,  as th e y  
w e re  m e n t io n e d  in  th e  B o o k  o f  A llah  a n d  in  th e  Sunnah o f  th e  
M e s s e n g e r  o f  A llah  (j? -£ t), w i th o u t  tahrif (d is to r t io n ) , n o r  ta‘w il 
(f ig u ra tiv e  in te r p r e ta t io n ) ,  n o r  tamthil (m a k in g  a lik en ess) , n o r  
tashbih (re se m b la n c e ) , n o r  ta'til (d en ia l) .

[2 ] :  W e  lo v e  th e  C o m p a n io n s  ) o f  th e  M e s s e n g e r  o f
A llaah  a n d  w e  h a te  th o se  w h o  sp e a k  a g a in s t  th e m .
W e  b e lie v e  th a t  to  sp eak  ill o f  th e m  is to  sp e a k  ill o f  th e  
R e l ig io n , b e c a u se  th e y  are  th e  o n e s  w h o  c o n v e y e d  it  to  us. A n d  
w e  lo v e  th e  F a m ily  o f  th e  P ro p h e t  Sjajp) w i th  lo v e  th a t  
is p e r m it te d  b y  th e  SharTah.

[ l ] :  W e  lo v e  th e  P e o p le  o f  H adith  a n d  all o f  th e  S a la f  o f  th e  
Ummah f ro m  A h l al-Sunnah. Im a m  a l-S h a tib l  (d .7 9 o H )  -  ils 
-  sa id , “T h e  S alaf al-Salih, th e  C o m p a n io n s ,  th e  tdbi'in a n d  
th e ir  su ccesso rs  k n e w  th e  Qur'an, its sc ien ces  a n d  its m e a n in g s  
th e  b e s t .”

M :  W e  d esp ise  'ilm al-kalam  ( k n o w le d g e  o f  th e o lo g ic a l  
rh e to r ic ) ,  a n d  w e  v ie w  it  to  b e  f ro m  a m o n g s t  th e  g re a te s t  
re a so n s  fo r  th e  d iv is io n  in  th e  Ummah.

[s ] :  W e  d o  n o t  a c c e p t a n y th in g  f ro m  th e  b o o k s  o f  fiqh  
( ju r is p ru d e n c e ) , n o r  f ro m  th e  b o o k s  o f  tafsir (e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  
Qur'an), n o r  f ro m  th e  a n c ie n t  s to rie s , n o r  f ro m  th e  Sir ah 
(b io g ra p h y )  o f  th e  P ro p h e t  e x c e p t  th a t  w h ic h  has
b e e n  c o n f i rm e d  f ro m  A llah  o r  f ro m  H is  M e s s e n g e r  
( i i> ^ S % » ) .  W e  d o  n o t  m e a n  th a t  w e  h a v e  re je c te d  th e m , n o r
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d o  w e  c la im  th a t  w e  a re  n o t  in  n e e d  o f  th e m . R a th e r , w e  
b e n e f i t  f ro m  th e  d isc o v e rie s  o f  o u r  S ch o la rs  a n d  th e  ju r is ts  a n d  
o th e r  th a n  th e m . H o w e v e r ,  w e  d o  n o t  a c c e p t a r u l in g ,  e x c e p t 
w i th  a n  a u th e n t ic  p ro o f .

[6 ] :  W e  d o  n o t  w r i te  in  o u r  b o o k s , n o r  d o  w e  c o v e r  in  o u r  
lessons, n o r  d o  w e  g iv e  s e rm o n s  w i th  a n y th in g  e x c e p t th e  
Qur'an, o r  th e  a u th e n t ic  a n d  a u th o r i ta t iv e  hadith. A n d  w e  
d e te s t  w h a t  e m a n a te s  f ro m  m a n y  b o o k s  a n d  a d m o n is h e rs  in  
te rm s  o f  false s to rie s  a n d  w e a k  a n d  fa b r ic a te d  ahadith.

[7 ]: W e  d o  n o t  p e r f o rm  takfir u p o n  a n y  M u s lim  d u e  to  a n y  
s in , e x c e p t Shirk w ith  A llah , o r  th e  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  P ra y e r , o r  
ap o stasy . W e  seek  re fu g e  in  A llah  f ro m  th a t.

[8] : W e  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  Qur'an is th e  S p e e c h  o f  A llah , i t  is n o t  
c re a te d .

[Q]: W e  h o ld  th a t  o u r  ‘o b l ig a t io n  is to  c o - o p e ra te  w i th  th e  
g r o u p  th a t  trav e rse s  th e  m e th o d o lo g y  o f  th e  B o o k  a n d  th e  
Sunnah, a n d  w h a t  th e  S alaf o f  th e  Umtnah w e re  u p o n ;  in  te rm s  
o f  c a ll in g  to  A llah  a n d  b e in g  s in c e re  in  w o rs h ip  o f
H im , a n d  w a r n in g  f ro m  Shirk, in n o v a tio n s , a n d  d iso b e d ie n c e , 
a n d  to  ad v ise  all o f  th e  g ro u p s  th a t  o p p o s e  th is .’ ‘So c o 
o p e ra t in g  u p o n  r ig h te o u s n e s s  a n d  p ie ty  ( taqwd) a n d  m u tu a l 
a d v is in g  n ec e ss ita te s  w a r n in g  a g a in s t  ev il a n d  n o t  c o 
o p e r a t in g  w i th  th e  w ic k e d .’

[1 0 ] :  W e  d o  n o t  d e e m  it c o r r e c t  to  re v o lt  a g a in s t  th e  M u s lim  
ru le rs  as lo n g  as th e y  a re  M u s lim s , n o r  d o  w e  feel th a t
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revolutions b ring  about reconciliation. Rather, they corrupt 
the com m unity .

[11]: W e hold that this m ultiplicity o f  present day parties is a 
reason for the division o f  the M uslims and their weakness. So 
therefore w e set about ‘freeing the m inds from  the fetters o f  
b lind-follow ing  and the darkness o f  sectarianism and party 
spirit.’

[12 ]: W e restrict our understanding  o f  the B ook o f  Allah and 
o f  the Sunnah o f  the M essenger o f  Allah to  the 
understanding o f  the S a la f o f  the Ummah from  the Scholars o f  
hadith, n o t the b lind-follow ers o f  their individuals. Rather, we 
take the tru th  from  w herever it comes. A nd w e know  that 
there are those w ho claim Salafiyah, yet Salafiyah is free from  
them , since they b ring  to  the society w hat Allah has 
prohibited. W e believe in ‘cultivating  the y ou n g  generation  
upon  this Islam, purified from  all that we have m entioned, 
g iv ing  to them  a correct Islamic education  from  the start -  
w itho u t any influence from  the disbelieving w estern 
education .’

[n ] :  W e believe that politics is a part o f  the Religion, and those 
w ho  try to  separate the Religion from  politics are only 
a ttem pting  to destroy the R eligion and to  spread chaos.

[14]: W e believe there will be no h on o r o r victory for the 
M uslims until they return  to  the B ook o f  Allah and to the
Sunnah o f  the M essenger o f  Allah t& ’Zlfee).
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[ i s ] :  W e  o p p o se  th o s e  w h o  d iv id e  th e  R e l ig io n  in to  tr iv ia li tie s  
a n d  im p o r ta n t  issues. A n d  w e  k n o w  th a t  th is  is a d e s tru c tiv e  
D aw ah .

[1 6 ] :  W e  o p p o se  th o s e  w h o  p u t  d o w n  th e  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  
Sunnah, a n d  say th a t  th is  is n o t  th e  t im e  fo r  it. L ik e w ise , w e  
o p p o se  th o se  w h o  p u t  d o w n  a c t in g  u p o n  th e  Sunnah o f  th e  
M e s s e n g e r  o f  A llah

[ 1 7 ] :  O u r  D a w a h  a n d  o u r  ‘Aqidah  is m o r e  b e lo v e d  to  us th a n  
o u r  o w n  selves, o u r  w e a l th  a n d  o u r  o f fs p r in g . So w e  are  n o t  
p re p a re d  to  p a r t  w i th  it  fo r  g o ld , n o r  silver. W e  say  th is  so  th a t  
n o  o n e  m a y  h a v e  h o p e  in  b u y in g  o u t  o u r  D a w a h , n o r  s h o u ld  
h e  th in k  th a t  i t  is p o ss ib le  fo r  h im  to  p u rc h a s e  it  f ro m  us fo r  
dinar o r  dirham.

[ 18 ] :  W e  lo v e  th e  p re s e n t  d a y  S ch o la rs  o f  th e  Sunnah a n d  h o p e  
to  b e n e f i t  f ro m  th e m  a n d  r e g r e t  th e  p a s s in g  a w a y  o f  m a n y  o f  
th e m . Im a m  M a lik  sa id  ( d .i7 9 H ) -  Sj&St}, “T h e  k n o w le d g e  o f  
hadith is y o u r  flesh  a n d  b lo o d  a n d  y o u  w ill b e  a sk e d  c o n c e r n in g  
it  o n  th e  D a y  o f  J u d g m e n t ,  so  lo o k  w h o  y o u  are  t a k in g  it 
f ro m .”

[ 1 9 ] :  W e  d o  n o t  a c c e p t a fatw a  e x c e p t  f ro m  th e  B o o k  o f  A llah  
a n d  th e  Sunnah o f  th e  M e s s e n g e r  o f  A llah

T h e s e  a re  g lim p se s  in to  o u r  ‘Aqidah  a n d  o u r  D aw ah . S o i f  o n e  
h as a n y  o b je c t io n  to  th is , th e n  w e  a re  p re p a re d  to  a c c e p t a d v ice  
i f  i t  is t ru th fu l ,  a n d  to  re fu te  it i f  i t  is e r ro n e o u s , a n d  to  a v o id  it 
i f  i t  is s tu b b o rn  re je c t io n . A n d  A llah  k n o w s  b est.
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