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Arabic Symbols & their meanings

=7
(Allah) the Mighty
& Sublime

May Allah elevate
his rank & grant
him peace

May Allah be
pleased with them

Glorified &

Exalted is Allah

(Allah) His
Majesty is
Exalted

Gl
May Allah be

pleased with her

5.~

Wz

May Allah have
mercy on him

&3
(Allah) the
Sublime &

Exalted
May Allah be
pleased with
him

0 Akas
May Allah
preserve him

J53E
(Allah) the
Blessed &

Exalted
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May Allah
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& grant him
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

All praise and thanks are due to Allah; we praise Him, seek His
Help, and we seek His Forgiveness. We seek refuge with Him from
the evil of our souls and the evil of our actions. Whosoever Allah
guides, then none can misguide him, and whosoever Allah leaves to
go stray, then none can guide him. I bear witness that there is none
worthy of worship except Allah, the One Who has no partner. I bear
witness that Muhammad is His servant and Messenger, may Allah
raise his rank and send peace and blessings upon him, his family and
companions.

Indeed, Sirah al-Fatihah is an excellent chapter from the chapters
of the Qur’an. We are obligated to read it seventeen times daily in
the five mandatory prayers as it must be recited in every unit of the
Salah (prayer). It has been affirmed in the authentic Hadith of the
Prophet—cs44i{o—that he said:

st a2, i 3 s Y

“There is no prayer for the one who does not recite the
Fatihah of the Book.™

Furthermore, he said in the other Hadith:

! Reported by al-Bukhari (756) and Mushm (395)
8|Page
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“Whoever prays a Salah without having recited Umm al-
Qur’an, then it (his Salah) is Khida,”? meaning, it is
unfinished.

When the servant performs his Rawatib® and extra voluntary
prayers, his recitation of al-Fatihah throughout the day & night will
become more frequent. In the same fashion his recitation of al-
Fatihah throughout the months and years will increase significantly.
Sirah al-Fatihah is the best chapter of the Qur’an as has been
affirmed by the noble Messenger (Jzsafe4ifl).

On the authority of Abii Sa’id al-Mu’alimi—&—who said:

rur.ujmwyw 53k »;;néy\x

"\J;;°\”J\23.&;\¢3§;;@\Jj:5\g¢mc5;}>?
@23,1&12).&&&&3“ (63 13) 52505 40 |5hril)

‘Lg.\,_,»\; ? sl °'\34’C;2J31;u\,md)}in;zﬂ

3 e ac] @iji e ”J.aj° \ﬁ@cﬁw\)\u&

2 Reported by Muslim (395)
3 TN: the optional units of prayers offered after specific obligatory Salah.

9|Page




INTRODUCTION

Q) AN (GedW) &5 s 22d) 7 J6 2 oAl g
2 @ ° ~ g0
gl o) Lhall STAN

“I was praying in the Masjid when the Messenger of Allah
(Jz5:540(2) called me, but I did not answer him. I said: ‘O
Allah’s Messenger (js54£4{(), I was praying.’ He said:
‘Did Allah not say: ‘Give your response to Allah (by
obeying Him) and to His Apostle when he calls you?’ (8:24)
He then said to me, ‘I will teach you a S#@rah which is the
greatest Sirah in the Qur’an before you leave the Masjid.’
Then he got hold of my hand, and when he intended to
leave the Masjid, I said to him, ‘Didn’t you say to me, ‘I
will teach you a Sirah which is the greatest Sirah in the
Qur’an?’ He said: ‘Al-Hamdu-Lil-lah Rabbi-I- ‘Alamin,
(Praise be to Allah, the Lord of the worlds), which is as-
Sab’ al- Mathant (the seven repeatedly recited Verses) and
the Grand Qur’an which has been given to me.””*

So if it was a must from the one performing Salah to answer the
Messenger (Jz34&4{l) when he calls, then how about the one who
is busy with the worldly-life or with trivial matters, then the order to
perform the Salah (in its proper time) comes to him, and he does not
answer?

4 Reported by al-Bukhari (4474)
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A SERIES OF GUIDELINES TAKEN FROM SURAH AL-FATIHAH

This blessed Sirah has many names that indicate the greatness of its
status and value; it is called:

< Fatihatul-Kitab (The Opening Chapter of the Book);
because when you open the Qur’an, the first chapter that you will
find is al-Fatihah—it is the first Sirah of the Qur an.

< as-Sab’ al-Mathan?’: 1t is called ‘as-Sab’ because its verses
are seven and ‘al-Mathani’ because it is repeated in every Salah.
You recite it in every unit of every prayer—and this is from the
qualities that are specific to Surah al-Fatihah.

<> al-Qur’an al-’Azim (The Grand Qur’an): The Prophet
(J<54%4{>) named it this even though it is only a single chapter
from the chapters of the Qur an; this is because it covers what is
included in the entirety of the Qur’an. So, all of the knowledge in
the Qur’an from Tawhid (singling out Allah alone in worship),
commandments, prohibitions, stories, and tales is summarized in
Surah al-Fatihah and mentioned in detail in the Noble Qur an.

This S#rah is a tremendous light and an illuminating beam that
Allah has honored his Prophet Muhammad (J5:%4{l>) and his

nation with. On the authority of Ibn ‘Abbas (i4) who said:

5 TN: The Seven oft-repeated Verses.
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“While Jibril (Gabriel) was sitting with the Messenger of
Allah (4z54€4{(=), he heard a sound above him. He lifted
his head, and said: ‘This is a gate which has been opened
in heaven today. It was never opened before.” Then an
angel descended through it, he said: ‘This is an angel who
has come down to earth. He never came down before.” He
sent greetings and said: ‘Rejoice with two lights given to
you. Such lights were not given to any Prophet before you.
These (lights) are: Fatihatul-Kitab (S@rah al-Fatihah),
and the concluding verses of Siirah al-Baqarah. You will
never recite a word from them without being given the
blessings it contains.””’

So, according to what the angel said in the Hadith, al-Fatihah is
from the matters that are specific to the noble Prophet (3EEIE)
and his nation: “Such lights were not given to any Prophet before
you.” This is from the favor of Allah upon the nation of Islam—an

6 Reported by Muslim (806)
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angel came down carrying this glad tiding even though it was Jibril
(312)ie) who descended with its revelation before that:

c%uyg\? md;guu d-i;d,:uj%’

“And truly, this (the Qur ’an) is a revelation from the Lord
of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists), (192)
Which the trustworthy R#h [Jibril (Gabriel)] has brought
down.” [Siirah ash-Shu’ara (26):192-193]

Descent with the Qur’an was from the specific qualities of Jibril
(3&lig). This angel came as a bringer of good news to the Prophet
(PN, ) and his nation following Jibril due to the virtues of
this Siarah—from which is that the servant will be rewarded
multiplied good deeds and abundant rewards by Allah (J&%52%)
according to the number of its letters whenever he recites it. So, we
thank Allah (Jz3i) for favoring us with the recitation of this Sirah.
And thanking Allah (J52) for this blessing entails that this Sirah is
given its due right from reciting it correctly, soundly understanding
it, and fulfilling what it requires from piety, steadfastness and
treading the Straight Path of Allah; and that his only portion from
the S#rah is not a mere recitation of its words, rather it has to be a
recitation encompassing the three types of Tilawah: Allah
(JG580 L) said:

§ =555 & 50 oo s sl b

13|Page



INTRODUCTION

“Those (who embraced Islam from Bani Israel) to whom
We gave the Book [the Torah] [or those (Muhammad’s (
Jc5484(>) Companions) to whom We have given the Book
(the Qur’an)] recite it (i.e., obey its orders and follow its
teachings) as it should be recited (i.e., followed).” [Stirah

al-Baqarah (2):121]

It is said that: “Tala Fulan Fulanan” (So and so followed so and so).
So, the word Tala (which comes from Tilawah) [also] means to
follow. Thus, the Tilawah of this Sirah encompasses: reciting it and
sounding its letters correctly, following its understandings and
comprehending its meanings, and fulfilling what it contains from
adhering to the Straight Path of Allah and remaining steadfast on the
right path which will guide the servant to happiness in this life and
the Hereafter.

Therefore, whoever merely recites the letters of this Sirah or any
other one from the Qur’an (i.e., without understanding and
following its teachings), then he has not truly recited the Qur ’an and
followed it. Rather, he must also establish its boundaries by
fulfilling its commands and abstaining from its prohibitions.

Allah (1&%s22) revealed the Qur’an so that its verses could be
pondered over and acted upon:
¢4 :K 4/.// - - D"”fﬁ/“ Pros N }/,// 5'/
B Sl st GRS B ad) i &Ky
¢ @ NI

“(This is) a Book (the Qur’an) which We have sent down
to you, full of blessings that they may ponder over its
14|Page
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Verses, and that men of understanding may remember.”
[Surah Sad (38):29]

So if we need pondering and reflecting over the Qur’an and
understanding it, then our need for due contemplation over al-
Fatihah—which is the Mother of The Qur’an, the best chapter in
the Qur an and the one generally containing what the entirety of the
Qur’an covers —is more dire and severe. This is why it behooves
every believing servant to give this magnificent Sirah what it
deserves from the contemplation and understanding of its meanings
and proofs so that he can benefit and ascend by the grace of the King
and the Giver of All (Allah).

This book contains a reference to some of the guidelines of this
blessed Surah, along with its tremendous benefits and abundant
goodness—the origin of which are lessons that I gave and then later
revised, summarized, and released in this form. I hope that Allah
brings about religious and worldly gains and benefits through it. I
firstly and lastly praise Allah, and I thank Him inwardly and
outwardly. I cannot let this moment pass to extend my gratitude to
my brother, the virtuous Shaykh, ‘Abdul-Hadi Ibn Hasan Wahabi,
for his appreciated efforts and noble work to produce this book. May
Allah reward him with good and place this (his endeavors) on his
scale of good deed.

I ask Allah, the Most Generous for Tawfiq (ability to be successful)
and acceptance. May He elevate the rank of our Prophet Muhammad
and send peace upon him, his family, and companions.

I5|Page
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15T GUIDELINE: CURING WITH AL-
FATIHAH

From the names of Siurah al-Fatihah is ‘al-Kafiyah ash-Shafiyah’
(The Sufficient Curer). It contains a cure for the diseases of the heart
and the body. If there is a corrupted desire or intention, or Riya
(desire for performing deeds to show off), arrogance, oppression,

and transgression or other than that in the heart, then its cure is in
ash-Shdfiyah (i.e., Siurah al-Fatihah)

Ibn al-Qayyim (£3%5) says: 1 use to frequently hear Ibn Taymiyyah
say: “You Alone we worship” (1:5) contains a cure for Riya
(showing off) and “and You Alone we seek assistance from” (1:5)
includes a treatment for arrogance.

So “You Alone we worship,” (1:5) removes the disease of showing
off and pretending for the creation while reminding the servant of
the station of Ikhlas (sincerity in worship)—which is from the
noblest of stations—and the greatness of the reward of its people as
Allah (&%) says:

/’;/ > ~20 7 z 5
&éﬁ-j}jb \’L.A 270 /5/ 1//, w o E;é_ﬁ\ Jb? Oﬁ %}
€ © K i X
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“And whoever desires the Hereafter and strives for it, with
the necessary effort due (i.e., righteous deeds of Allah’s
Obedience) while he is a believer (in the Oneness of
Allah— Islamic Monotheism), then such are the ones
whose striving shall be appreciated, (thanked and
rewarded by Allah).” [Siirah al-Isra (17):19]

And “and You Alone we seek assistance from,” (1:5) acquaints
the servant with his dire need for his Lord and his constant need of
assistance from Him (JG55522%) as Allah (Q&82) said:

E-i —~ _ 9,4 /ﬁ ~3

BT 6 4G A ) S A 28l G o«
£0 14T
“O mankind! It is you who need Allah, But Allah is Rich

(Free of all needs), Worthy of all praise.” [Stirah Fatir
(35):15]

Like this, the rest of the verses in al-Fatihah treat the illnesses of the
heart—it contains a cure for what is in the breasts. And if there is
any illness or disease in the rest of the body, al-Fatihah has a
treatment for it as well.

On the authority of Abii Sa’id (&) who said:

ujﬁbﬂd#jmw\y@\u&é ;.::[,.\.E_a\
c(‘i};ﬁfaﬁu\ b4@f@buﬂ\;\l§-\uﬁ:§£§c\j§/ 5
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“Some of the companions of the Prophet (J5:£4{>) went
on a journey until they reached one of the Arab tribes (at
night). They asked the latter to treat them as their guests,
but they refused. The chief of that tribe was then bitten by
a snake (or stung by a scorpion), and they tried their best
to cure him but to no avail. Some of them said: ‘Will you

18| Page
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go to the people who resided here at night, it may be that
some of them might possess something (as treatment).’
They went to the group of the companions (of the Prophet
(4s54%4{(>) and said, “Our chief has been bitten by a snake
(or stung by a scorpion), and we have tried everything, but
he has not benefited. Have you got anything (useful)?’ One
of them replied, “Yes, by Allah! I can recite Ruqyah
(treatment with the Qur’an and Prophetic supplications).
Still, as you have refused to accept us as your guests, I will
not recite the Rugyah for you unless you fix for us some
wages for it in return.” They agreed to pay them a flock of
sheep. One of them then went and recited (Si#rah al-
Fatihah): “All the praises are for the Lord of the Worlds”
and puffed over the chief who became all right as if he was
released from a chain, and got up and started walking,
showing no signs of sickness. They paid them what they
agreed to pay. Some of them (i.e., the companions) then
suggested dividing their earnings among themselves. Still,
the one who performed the recitation said: ‘Do not divide
them till we go to the Prophet (JZ54£4{>) and narrate the
whole story to him, and wait for his order.’ So, they went
to Allah’s Messenger (7<5.64{>) and narrated the story.
Allah’s Messenger (J5:%40(2) asked: ‘How did you come
to know that Sirah al-Fatihah is Ruqyah?’ Then he added,
‘You have done the right thing. Divide (what you have

@
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earned) and assign a share for me as well.” The Prophet
(J<54%4{>) smiled thereupon.”

Ibn al-Qayyim ((fiz5) said in his book, al-Jawab al-Kafi: “1
remained in Makkah for a period in which I fell ill with different
sicknesses, and I could not find a doctor. So, I use to treat myself
with al-Fatihah, and I would see that it had shocking effects. As a
result, I began to prescribe this to anyone complaining of an ailment,
and many of them would recover quickly.” 8

Using this Siirah as treatment requires a recitation with certainty and

P

confidence in Allah (Js3¢). If unwavering certainty and trust in

Allah are both present, then the servant will reap the full benefits of
such a recitation.

Going back to using this Sirah for treating ailments of the heart; it
is entirely known that hearts are afflicted with many types of
sicknesses, and their malady is more severe than diseases of the
body because the heart is the basis for all deeds and its soundness is
an indication of the robustness of the body; its corruption is an
indication for the depravity of the rest of the body as he

(BEA@IE) said:

7 Reported by al-Bukhari (2276) and Muslim (2201)

8 Look in the books: ad-Da wad-Dawa and al-Jawab al-Kafi (8), ‘Alam al-Fawaid
Edition. And Ibn al-Qayyim (:1325) has made some statements about the effects
of Stirah al-Fatihah in Zad al-Ma’ad (4/176-178)

20|Page




A SERIES OF GUIDELINES TAKEN FROM SURAH AL-FATIHAH

E3ss ’\3\)“«,{1;;\@;@\\ mwazdi g dp Y
qﬁ\@;&\.ﬂ?.@’j\m

“Beware! There is a piece of flesh in the body if it becomes
good (reformed), the whole body becomes good, but if it
gets spoiled, the whole body gets spoiled, and that is the
heart.”

Thus, Abii Hurairah (&) said:
35 155 A0 S GUD DU 156 43,4 a1 s
Ao i sl 155 SaT s auas el Assdl as dud
oD 38 T Gl 223 ) 2 )y o s )
e d) a2 b rql\..s:\ by i

i 315 .

S0z o
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23

“The heart is the king, and the organs are its army. If the
king is good, then the army will be good; and if the king is
ruined, then the army will be ruined. And this is even truer
with the heart; if the heart is rectified, the body will
consequently become rectified; and if the heart becomes
spoiled, then the body will consequently become spoiled.

° A segment from the Hadith reported by al-Bukhari (52) and Muslim (1599)
21 |Page
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So, one’s rectification and their states and the soundness
of their deeds and statements go back to the reform of the
heart.”

In general, the ailments of the heart are one of two types: diseases
of doubt and maladies of desires; and there is a cure for both of these
two types in His (J5;5\522) statement:

§ O A G 1 uidl 2 )
“...Not (the way) of those who earned Your Anger (such
as the Jews), nor of those who went astray (such as the
Christians).” [Stirah al-Fatihah (1):7]

“Those who earned Your anger” had corruption in their intentions
and aims, and “those who went astray” had depravity in their
knowledge. And both of these are extremely dangerous to a person,
whether the corruption is tied to one’s intentions or perception and
understanding. Whoever’s motives become corrupt—and refuge is
sought with Allah—then he will not benefit from his knowledge and
the verses of Allah ({;35%) which are recited to him. Thus, Allah

(3632 said:

2\

[

A Lss Gl 3=
§ bt J.z

“The likeness of those who were entrusted with the
(obligation of the) Torah (i.e., to obey its commandments
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and to practice its laws), but who subsequently failed in
those (obligations), is as the likeness of a donkey which
carries huge burdens of books (but understands nothing
from them).” [Siirah al-Jumu’ah (62):5]

LGOI ER

“...Who were entrusted with the (obligation of the) (Torah),”
meaning it was revealed to them in their language and it was recited
to them and they understood it; ““...but who subsequently failed in
those (obligations),” meaning they abandoned acting upon it due to
the corruption in their intentions and desires and with this they
earned the wrath and displeasure of Allah. Accordingly, Allah

o

(A58 described them as being those who received the anger of

Allah; because Allah granted them knowledge, the verses of Allah
in their language and proofs, however, they had forsaken its
implementation, submitting to the order of Allah and obeying His
legislation. So, this S#rah treats this disease as it directs one to seek
refuge with Allah from it.

And Allah’s (&%) statement: “those who went astray,” (al-
Fatihah: 7) remedies the corrupted knowledge of those who have a
desire to perform good deeds and acts of worship but lack of
religious understanding, yet still worship Allah without sure
knowledge and clear proofs from the Book and the Sunnah—and
this is indeed misguidance from which refuge should be sought with
Allah. Therefore, if the Muslim reads this, asking Allah for guidance
to His Straight Path and that He distances him from the path of those
who earned His wrath and those went astray and he frequently
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repeats it in the day as legislated; then this will cure the corruption
of his heart—by the will of Allah (Js35=)—because he will continue
to realize his need for the rectification of his intentions and
knowledge and his dire need for remaining steadfast upon Allah’s
Straight Path. So, he should endlessly and repeatedly ask his Lord
(AG50L) [for this‘]. He is—by way of this—taking the legislated
means through which he will attain all good, success, and happiness
in this life and the next.

Thus, this incredible, noble and blessed Sirah has come to treat all
the different types of ailments that can afflict the heart, reforming
its defects for whomever Allah (Js35) honors with the capability of
effectively using it as a treatment and benefiting from it.
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2ND GUIDELINE: TAWHID & ITS
TYPES

Sturah al-Fatihah contains the three different types of Tawhid for
which Allah created us and for the sake of its implementation
brought us into existence as Allah ($52) said:
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“And I (Allah) created not the jinn and mankind except
that they should worship Me (Alone).” [Strah adh-
Dhariyat (51):56]

And Allah (J5822) said:
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“It is Allah Who has created seven heavens and of the
earth the like thereof (i.e., seven). His Command descends
between them (heavens and earth) that you may know that
Allah has power over all things and that Allah surrounds
all things in (His) Knowledge.” [Stirah at-Talaq (65):12]
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In the first verse, He created for the purpose of worship. In the
second verse, He created so we could know; therefore, we have been
created for the sole servitude of Allah and gaining knowledge about
Him (d&% L), For this reason, the scholars say: Tawhid is two
types: Tawhid ‘Amali (Tawhid of action) and Tawhid ‘Ilmi (Tawhid
of knowledge).

Tawhid ‘Amalt (which is Tawhid al-Uliihiyyah (to single out Allah
alone in worship)) means: To perform the Salah only for Allah, to
sacrifice only for Allah, to swear an oath only by Allah, to invoke
only Allah, to seek aid only from Allah and to seek support,
assistance, and victory only from Allah.

Tawhid ‘Ilmt (which is Tawhid al-Rubiibiyyah (to single out Allah
in His actions) and Tawhid al-Asma was-Sifat (to single out Allah
alone by way of His Beautiful Names and Attributes)) means: To
know Allah (JG5;%\:L) and to believe in Him, His Lordship, His
Sovereignty, His Splendidness, His Perfectness, His Names, and His
Attributes:
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“He is Allah, beside Whom ‘La ilaha illa Huwa’ (none has
the right to be worshipped but He) the All-Knower of the
unseen and the seen. He is the Most Gracious, the Most
Merciful. He is Allah beside Whom is ‘La ilaha illa Huwa’
(none has the right to be worshipped but He) the King, the
Holy, the One Free from all defects, the Giver of security,
the Watcher over His creatures, the All-Mighty, the
Compeller, the Supreme. Glory be to Allah! (High is He)
above all that they associate as partners with Him. He is
Allah, the Creator, the Inventor of all things, the Bestower
of forms. To Him belong the Best Names. All that is in the
heavens and the earth glorify Him. And He is the All-
Mighty, the All-Wise.” [Stirah al-Hashr (59):22-24]

So you [must] know that He is the Owner, the Sustainer, the One
who directs (all affairs of creation) and the Disposer of all Affairs in
this universe; The One who created you to worship Him Alone, to
only obey and submit to Him. So do not call upon except Allah, do
not invoke except Allah, only seek aid from Allah and only request
support and assistance from Allah—this is Tawhid, the Tawhid
which is the foundation of the religion, the soul of Islam and the
symbol of happiness. And a person will not be able to reform himself
or be purified or have his deeds accepted except with Tawhid; if
Tawhid is missing, then the doer of the deed will not benefit from
his actions or acts of worship because Tawhid is the basis and the
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measure for the acceptance of deeds; with its presence, deeds will
be sound and accepted, and in its absence, they will be void and
rejected as Allah said:
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“And indeed it has been revealed to you (O Muhammad
(Jzse5), as it was to those (Allah’s Messengers) before
you: “If you join others in worship with Allah, (then)
surely (all) your deeds will be in vain, and you will
certainly be among the losers.” Nay! But worship Allah
(Alone and no one else), and be among the grateful.”

[Strah az-Zumar (39):65-66]
And the Prophet (J5:%4{) said:
5Ll 5o 2N
“Du’aa (calling upon and invoking Allah) is worship.”°

The Messenger of Allah (Jzs&4{i=) also said to Ibn ‘Abbas:

10 Reported by Abii Dawiid (1479) and authenticated by al-Albani (Xfiz5) in Sahih
Sunan Abi Dawid (1/407)
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“If you beg, beg of Him Alone, and if you need assistance,
supplicate to Allah Alone for help. And remember that if
all the people gather to benefit you, they will not be able to
benefit you except with that which Allah had foreordained
(for you). If all of them gather to do harm to you, they will
not be able to afflict you with anything other than that
which Allah had pre-destined against you. The pens have
been lifted, and the ink has dried up.”11

And Siirah al-Fatihah provides evidence for these three types of
Tawhid.

As for His statement,
§ Sl o5 & LEh P

“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the ‘Alamin
(mankind, jinn and all that exists) (1:1): a/l-Hamd is praise for

! Reported by at-Tirmidhi (2516) and authenticated by al-Albani ({/45) in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidhi (2/610)
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Allah (Js552), His Beautiful Names, Lofty Attributes, and His many
blessings and favors—that cannot be enumerated—with love:

§ 5,2 ¥ A e BRSO »

“And if you count the Blessings of Allah, never could you
be able to count them.” [Stirah Ibrahim (14):34]

Hence, His servants praise and thank Him due to His Magnificence,
Excellence, and Greatness. Because He is The Bestower of
Blessings, The Conferrer of Grace and Kindness, The Bestower of
Various Bounties and Favors upon His servants—He (J&5;%:%) is
deserving of praise and thanks and extolment. The highest state of
perfection that a servant can achieve is when he is praising and
thanking Allah: the Messenger of Allah (54 &4{(%) said:
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“Allah will be pleased with His slave who praises Him (i.e.,
says al-hamdu lillah) when he eats and praises Him when
he drinks.”12

And when the Messenger of Allah (Jz5.64(-) would retire to bed,
he would say:

12 Reported by Muslim (2734)
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“Praise is due to Allah Who has fed us, provided us drink,
satisfied us, and gave us protection. Many are those who
have no one to provide for them or give them shelter).”13

And “Rabbul ‘Alamin” (The Lord of all that exists) (1:1)), contains
Faith in the Rubiibiyyah of Allah (Singling out Allah in His actions).
The Lord is The King, The Creator, The Sustainer, The Director,
The Disposer of Affairs, The Giver of Life, The Taker of Life, The
Withholder, The Granter, He is the Who humbles, lowers, raises,
exalts, honors, and humiliates (any of His creation). He disposes of
all the affairs in this universe. He (J&5%\s.) brought it into
existence from nothing, and He (Js3% ) is The One Who governs over
all matters throughout the creation as He wills and imposes in it what
He wishes; none can repel His order, and none can put back His
judgment:

2
-~ %9/7" - g-‘// - Y2 N4 - 4 b Nz z
S AN A0 MG e Jass 4SS
- - /..n/;' uﬁ g & U'A - & UA'A/

13 Reported by Muslim (2715)
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“Say (O Muhammad ;5:5%472): “O Allah! Possessor of
the kingdom, You give the kingdom to whom You will, and
You take the kingdom from whom You will, and You
endue with honor whom You will, and You humiliate
whom You will. In Your Hand is all good. Verily, You are
All-capable to do all things.” [Stirah Ali ‘Imran (3):26]

And Allah (52 ) said:
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“Say: “He has the power to send torment on you from
above or from under your feet, or to cover you with
confusion in party strife, and make you taste the violence
of one another.” See how variously We explain the Ayat
(proofs, evidence, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.), so that
they may understand.” [Stirah al-An’am (6):65]

The scholars said concerning the explanation of Allah’s (J&5%52)

statement “so that they may understand:” It means, so they may
understand the purpose of their creation and what they were brought
into existence to actualize, as it pertains to the exclusive worship of
Allah and having sincerity in the religion for Him (JG5;522).

“...Torment on you from above,” the scholars said: [torment] the
likes of destructive storms and strong winds. “...Or from under
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your feet,” like earthquakes and sinkholes and what is similar to
these from the different types of punishments—so Allah is Capable
of all things; it is His affair, it is His creation, and it is all under His
disposal. Thus, if the Muslim understands this meaning, it is not
possible for him to direct his worship and hope to other than The
Lord, The One Who is Deservedly Praised (J5;%=:%).

This is why it is from ignorance and misguidance for some people
to say concerning earthquakes that they are natural phenomena or
attribute them to the earth itself or something similar because this is

the Dominion of Allah and He ()\&5%22.) deals with it as He wishes
and Allah (J5;%\=2) has said in the Qur an:
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“And We sent not the signs except to warn, and to make
them afraid (of destruction).” [Stirah al-Isra (17):59]

Meaning, Allah uses His Enormous Signs to frighten His servants
so that they may remember, so that they may understand, and so that
they may repent to Allah (J&%2).

Therefore, the servant’s Faith in this requires that he singles out his
worship and sincerity in the religion for This Lord (J{;%=2); and
this is The Straight Path of Allah, as Allah (&%) said:
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“Verily, Allah! He is my Lord (God) and your Lord. So,
worship Him (Alone). This is the (only) Straight Path (i.e.,

Allah’s religion of true Islamic Monotheism).” [Siirah az-
Zukhruf (43):64]

So, there is no partner for Allah, not even in the weight of an atom
from this universe.

“The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful (1:2)):”

He (JG;%\x2) has the attribute of mercy towards His servants
because all the Names of Allah (Js32) are proof for the affirmation
of perfect attributes for Him ( 9&3=).

On the authority of ‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab () who said:
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“Some Sabi (i.e., war prisoners, children and woman only)

were brought before the Prophet (J5.£4{(~) and behold,
a woman amongst them was milking her breasts to feed
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and whenever she found a child amongst the captives, she
took it over her chest and nursed it (she had lost her child
but later she found him) the Prophet said to us: ‘Do you
think that this woman would throw her son in the fire?’
We replied: ‘No, not if she has the power not to throw him
(in the fire).” The Prophet (Jz5:£4{l~) then said: ‘Allah is
more merciful to His slaves than this lady to her son.”4

And His Mercy engulfs everything; He (Js35) has written it for the
people of Faith and the people of repentance who hope for His
Mercy and fear His Punishment. So, if you know that your Lord is
the Most Merciful and that His Mercy reaches everything, then you
realize how desperately your soul requires His Mercy. Thus, you
should ask Allah (Js3) to make you from those who are covered by

His Mercy.
And His statement,
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“You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help (for
each and everything)” (1:4), means, O Allah for You Alone we
specify our worship. We single You Out Alone for seeking
assistance. So, we do not worship except Allah, and we only ask for
help from Allah—and this is the Tawhid of Allah in worship. “You
Alone We worship,” the object (You) being mentioned first here

14 Reported by al-Bukhari (5999) and Muslim (2754)
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serves the purpose of specifying only Allah for deification, meaning,
we worship You and no one else. And “And You (Alone) we ask
for help,” meaning, we ask You only for help and one else. And if
you come to realize this, then you know your dire need for and
dependence upon Allah and that you cannot afford to be without
Him for a blink of an eye. If Allah does not aid you, you will not be
able to move or fulfill your needs and deeds, nor will you be able to
perform acts of worship or obedience.

The Prophet (Jz5464{(2) said to Mu’adh Ibn Jabal (:):

“O Mu’adh, By Allah, I love you and advise you not to miss
supplicating after every Salah (prayer) saying:
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“O Allah, help me remember You, express gratitude to
You and worship You in the best manner).”15

And he (Jzss84{le) said:
SN BEL G [ o 2

“Be diligent in what will benefit you and seek assistance
from Allah.”16

15 Reported by Abii Dawiid (1522) and authenticated by al-Albani (£425) in Sahih

Sunan Abt Dawid (1/417)
16 A segment from the Hadith reported by Muslim (2664)
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“You Alone We worship,” is a fulfillment of the statement, “La
ilaha illallah” (There is no god worthy of worship except Allah);
and “And You (Alone) we ask for help,” is a fulfillment of the
statement, “La howla wa la quwwata illa billah” (There is no might
or power except with Allah); because “La ilaha illallah” embodies
singling out Allah Alone in worship and “La howla wa la quwwata
illa billah” represents singling out Allah Alone in seeking help from.
Thus, it is apparent ignorance and a grave error that a person recites,

“You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help (for
each and everything),” then stretches out his hands saying:
“Support me O so and so, relieve me O so and so,” turning to
someone from the creation like himself who has no power to give or
prevent anything, nor possess sole-power of causing death, giving
life and raising the dead for himself, let alone doing it for anyone
else. Where does the one who calls upon other than Allah—whether
it is a prophet, a saint, a righteous person, or a wicked person—stand
with regards to His statement: “You (Alone) we worship?” Where
is he from it?! Because the meaning of “You (Alone) we worship”
is: Only You O Allah we worship.

Worship encompasses Salah, fasting, Hajj, sacrificing, and Du’a as
the Prophet said: “Du’a (supplicating) is worship.”1” So if Du’a is

17 Reported by Abd Dawiid (1479) and authenticated by al-Albani (£42z5) in Sahih
Sunan Abi Dawiid (1/407)
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worship, how can it be directed to other than Allah, and how can
other than Allah be called upon? And Allah said:
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“Say (O Muhammad Jo5:%5{z): “Call upon those -
besides Him - whom you pretend [to be gods like angels,
‘Isa (Jesus), ‘Uzair (Ezra) and others]. They have neither
the power to remove the adversity from you nor even to

shift it from you to another person.” [Stirah al-Isra (17):
56]

And Allah (&%) said:
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“Say: (O Muhammad 75475424 to those polytheists,
pagans, etc.) “Call upon those whom you assert (to be
associate gods) besides Allah, they possess not even the
weight of an atom (or a small ant), either in the heavens or
on the earth, nor have they any share in either, nor there
is for Him any supporter from among them.” [Sirah Saba
(34):22]
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And Allah (J&522) said:
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“If you invoke (or call upon) them, they hear not your call,
and if (in case) they were to hear, they could not grant it
(your request) to you. And on the Day of Resurrection,
they will disown your worship of them. And none can
inform you (O Muhammad ;54£4{(>) like Him Who is the
All-Knower (of everything).” [Stirah Fatir (35):14]

And Allah (S8 said:

No

S > 1 / e

A Sy Y oo wuﬁcﬁfwww R

SE a2 By @ Sk 2 E o Al 3 d)

§ ® o i 6 4 15

“And who is more astray than one who calls on besides
Allah, such as will not answer him till the Day of
Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls
(invocations) to them? And when mankind are gathered
(on the Day of Resurrection), they (the false deities) will
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become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.”
[Sairah al-Ahqaf (46):5-6]

Indeed, whoever understands “You (Alone) we worship” correctly,
he will not turn to other than Allah; it is not conceivable that he will
seek help from other than Allah. How can he possibly seek aid from
a person who is unable to bring himself harm or benefit, nor grant
himself something or take it away, and yet leave The One Who holds
the reigns of everything in His hands and the keys to the heavens
and earth—The One Whose Command, when He intends a thing, is
only that he says to it, “Be!” and it is?! This Sirah cultivates a
person upon the Tawhid of Allah (J:5%), only a person who
understands its meanings and comprehends its content.
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3RD GUIDELINE: SINCERITY &
COMPLIANCE WITH THE SUNNAH

From the guidelines contained within this great Sirah are the two
conditions for the acceptance of acts of worship. Worship, no matter
what it is, will not be accepted by Allah (Jz3¢) unless it fulfills two
conditions; if they are both present, it will be accepted, but if both
or one of them is absent, then the worship will be rejected. These
two conditions are al-Ikhlas (sincerity of actions) for Allah and al-
Mutaba’ah (compliance) with the Messenger (Fzss542).

Allah will not accept the worship of a servant unless it is sincerely
done for Him and according to the Sunnah of His Prophet
(Jssd{e); so if Ikhlas and Mutaba’ah for the Messenger
(BEN,i2ade ) are present in any act of worship, it will be accepted.
If Ikhlas or Mutaba’ah is missing, it will be rejected. Allah
(JG5558=:2) said in the Noble Qur’an:
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“Say (O Muhammad J55.&4{(2): “I am only a man like
you. It has been revealed to me that your I1ah (God) is One
Hah (i.e., Allah). So, whoever hopes for the Meeting with
his Lord, let him work righteousness and associate none as
a partner in the worship of his Lord.” [Stirah al-Kahf (18):
110]

Allah (¥&J) mentioned both conditions in this verse, He
(35555822 said, “let him work righteousness.” The deeds will not
be righteousness unless they are in conformity with the Sunnah, the
way of the Prophet (Jz5.04{{>) because he is the one who clarified
to the nation what a righteous good deed is:
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“And verily, you (O Muhammad 1z:%{l-) are indeed
guiding (mankind) to the Straight Path (i.e., Allah’s
Religion of Islamic Monotheism). The Path of Allah, to
Whom belongs all that is in the heavens and all that is in
the earth. Verily, all the matters at the end go to Allah (for
decision).” [Siirah ash-Shiuira (42):53]
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[Going back to the verse in Siirah al-Kahf], Allah (J&%aL)

mentioned the following condition in His statement: * ...And
associate none as a partner in the worship of his Lord.” This is
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concerning lkhlas, and it is that the doer of the deed frees and
disassociates himself from Shirk (polytheism, associating partners
with Allah) by having sincerity for Allah. And Shirk is equating
others with Allah in matters that are exclusively for Allah, whether
it is in His worship, unique actions, or Names and Attributes. So,
these are the two conditions for the acceptance of deeds.

Allah (&%) said:
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“Who has created death and life, that He may test you
which of you is best in deeds.” [Sturah al-Mulk (67):2]

Notice here that Allah did not say, “...that He may test you which
of you performs more deed,” since what is given consideration to
is the quality. A deed will not be of good quality accept with the
fulfillment of these two conditions. For this reason, al-Fudayl Ibn
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‘Iyad ({04%5) said concerning the statement of Allah (JG5%
“...that He may test you which of you is best in deeds,” it means,
“it is most sincere and sound.” It was said to him: “O Abi ‘Ali, what
‘it is most sincere sound?’” He replied: “If a deed is done sincerely
but is not sound, it will not be accepted, and if it is sound but not
sincere, it will not be accepted; until it is both sincere and sound.
And the sincere deed is that which is done only for Allah and the
sound deed is that which is in compliance with the Sunnah.”

These two excellent conditions for the acceptance of deeds are found
in Sirah al-Fatihah:
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The condition of Ikhlas (Sincerity): It is located in His (&%)
statement: “You Alone we worship.” The one who the action is
done for here (Allah) is placed at the front, and this signifies
exclusivity. Therefore, the meaning of “You Alone we worship,”
is, “We exclusively make our acts of obedience for You, we will not
direct anything of worship to other than You.” So ‘al-Khalis’
(derived from Ikhlds) means pure and unmixed and if you want to
further understand what Ikhlas means in the Arabic language, then
read the statement of Allah in Sizrah an-Nahl:
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“And verily! There is a lesson for you in the cattle. We give
you to drink of that which is in their bellies, from between
excretions and blood, pure (Khalis) milk, palatable to the
drinkers.” [Siirah an-Nahl (16):66]

Meaning, it is untainted and clean; and milk comes from the udders
of cattle through excretions and blood. It is said that during the
milking process, the liquid comes out from between secretions and
blood. However, it pours out pure without any drops of blood and
feces—blessed be Allah, the Best of Creators. And having /khlas in
worship means that the deification is pure and untainted; only the
Face of Allah is intended with it.
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It has been reported in a Hadith Qudsi 18 that Allah ($:52) said:
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“I am the One Who is most free from want of partners. He

who does a thing for the sake of someone else besides Me,
I discard him and his polytheism.”1?

And the Messenger of Allah (55.4{(2) said:
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“Shall I not tell you of that which I fear more for you than
the Dajjal (Anti-Christ)? Hidden polytheism: When a
man stands to pray and makes it look good because he sees
a man looking at him.”20

18 1t is a Hadith in which the Messenger is relating the direct speech of Allah
G55)

19 Reported by Muslim (2985)

20 Reported by Ibn Majah (4204) and graded Hasan by al-Albani (15z5) in Sahih
Sunan Ibn Majah (3408)

45|Page



3RD GUIDELINE: SINCERITY & COMPLIANCE WITH THE SUNNAH

And the Messenger (Jzad{>) said: “O people fear this Shirk
(Polytheism), for certain, it is more hidden than the creeping of ants.
Say:
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‘O Allah, we seek refuge with You from knowingly
associating anything with You [in worship], and we seek
Your forgiveness from doing it unknowingly.””?1

Thus, it is incumbent upon the servant to be entirely cautious from
Shirk and seek refuge with Allah (1;35%) from falling into Shirk.

He must observe this tremendous Prophetic supplication that the
Prophet (4254%4{{z) has taught his nation.

The second condition (al-Mutaba’ah): It has come in His Allah’s
(IG5%\2L) statement:
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“Guide us to the Straight Way. The Way of those on whom

You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the way) of those
who earned Your Anger (such as the Jews), nor of those

21 Reported by Ahmad (4/403) and graded Hasan Li Ghayrihi by al-Albani (4fiz)
in Sahih at-Targhib (36)
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who went astray (such as the Christians).” [Starah al-
Fatihah (1):5-7]

This contains proof that Allah does not accept a deed unless it is by
the light of the Straight Way, which the Prophet (J5:%4{{=) has
called to. It has authentically been reported in a Hadith that the
Prophet (J&5.84() said:
8. _sz 1,02 o7 - _ofi b T - o~
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“Whoever performs a deed that is not in compliance with

our affair (i.e., Islam), will have it rejected.”?

Meaning that it will be discarded and returned back to its doer
unaccepted. For this reason, he has also said: “Pray as you have seen
me pray.”23

And he said in Hajj:

°
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“Learn your rituals (by seeing me performing them).”2*

There is no room for you to strive and say, “This is more virtuous”
or “this is better;” instead, the Sunnah and the guidance of your

22 Reported by Muslim
23 Reported by al-Bukhari (631)
24 Reported by Muslim (1297)
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noble Prophet (Jzs«&4fl) is sufficient for you. And the Prophet

(Jz54845 k) when giving a sermon on Friday would say:
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“As to what follows, verily, the best of speech is the Book
of Allah, and the best of guidance is the guidance of
Muhammad (J5.E4().” 25

Therefore, there is no guidance more complete than his guidance;
there is no methodology better than his; there is no approach better
than his (Jo5.%45f). And this Sirah contains the application of
these two conditions. |

25 Reported by Muslim (867)
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4TH GUIDELINE: THE STRAIGHT
PATH

The discussion concerning the Straight Path—which is from the
guidelines of this blessed Surah—will be limited to the following
points:

+ Guidance to the Straight Path is a favor from Allah.
% What is the Straight Path?

¢ Obstacles on the Straight Path

« Who are the people of this Straight Path?

L)

1. Guidance to the Straight Path is a favor from Allah.

Allah is the One Who Guides; He guides whomever He wills and
leads whomever He wills astray. Allah (Js35) said:

Lo L 45 & i LU 5 ) B 46 )

“Allah calls to the Home of peace (i.e., Paradise, by
accepting Allah’s religion of Islamic Monotheism and by
doing righteous good deeds and abstaining from
polytheism and evil deeds) and guides whom He wills to a
Straight Path.” [S@rah Yanus (10):25]
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In another verse, Allah (&%) says:
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“Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds made fair-
seeming, so that he considers it as good (equal to one who
is rightly guided)? Verily, Allah sends astray whom He
wills and guides whom He wills.” [Stirah Fatir (35):8]

So, guidance is in the Hands of Allah ({;%=%). How dire is our
need...how urgent is our need...how pressing is our need in always
beseeching The Lord ({;%e:2) to guide us to the Straight Path.
And in the Du’a al-Quniif?6 [are the words]:

“0O Allah, guide me with those You have guided.”?’

And in the Hadith of ‘All who said: “The Messenger of Allah
(osiile) said to me: “Say:

26 Translator’s note: It is a supplication made in the Witr (odd) prayer offered at
night.

27 Reported by Abil Dawiid (1425) and authenticated by al-Albani (5¥iz5) in Sahih
Sunan Abt Dawud (1/392)
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‘O Allah, I ask you for guidance and steadfastness upon
guidance.’”28

And in the Hadith of al-Bara, the Messenger of Allah (;foajgc_Jéi&‘@:a)
said on the day of al-Khandaq (the Battle of the Trench):
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“O Allah, without You, we would not have been guided,
neither would we have given in charity, nor would we have
prayed.”?

Therefore, guidance is in the Hands of Allah, and He (&%)
guides whomever He wills to His Straight Path. If your Lord does
not grant you guidance to His Straight Path, you will go astray in
this world; because this world is full of trials, tribulations, and
distractions like the devil, evil companions, and the inclined self to
evil. Thus, it was said:

“The amazement is not in how the ruined person came to perish,
rather in how the saved one came to be saved;”

This is because the repelling and destructive factors are many, and
none can be guarded against Allah’s affair except whomever He has

28 Reported by Muslim (2725)
2% Reported by al-Bukhari (3034) and Muslim (1803)
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mercy on; guidance is from His Grace (J3;%52%). So, you know

yourself and that you are desperately in need of Allah guiding you
to His Straight Path.

2. What is the straight Path?

The Straight Path is the path that has no crookedness or curves or
slants to the right or left; the Messenger of Allah (Jzs54fe4{z) said:

B V) 555 G2 53 Y 6,8 Wil sladl e neis 38
“I am leaving you upon a (path of) brightness whose night

is like its day. No one will deviate from it after I am gone,
but one who is doomed.”’30

And Ibn Mas’lid () was asked:
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“What is the Straight Path?” He said: “It is a path upon
which the Prophet (125.64{() has left us in its beginning,

30 Reported by Ibn Majah (43) and authenticated by al-Albani ({{iz5) in Sahih
Sunan Ibn Mdjah (41)
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and its end is in Paradise, and on the two sides of the
path—its right and left—are [other] paths.”

The Prophet (Jcs4%4{{) has clarified this path with a parable that

he gave to the companions.
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He drew one line and two lines on its right and two other
lines on its left. He then placed his hand on the black line
and said: “This is the Path of Allah,” and read this verse:
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“And verily, this is my Straight Path, so follow it, and
follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you away
from His Path.” [Sarah al-An’am (6):153] 3!

Because the devil is sitting in wait for the servant in his Straight Path
wanting him to turn to the right or left:

31 Reported by Ibn Majah (11) and authenticated by al-Albani ({X%5) in Sahih
Sunan Ibn Majah (11)
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“(Iblis (Satan)) said: “Because You have sent me astray,
surely, I will sit in wait against them (human beings) on
Your Straight Path. Then I will come to them from before
them and behind them, from their right and from their
left, and You will not find most of them as thankful ones
(i.e., they will not be dutiful to You).” [Sturah al-’Araf
(7):16-17]
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This is why it is reported in the Hadlith of Sabrah Ibn Ab1 Fakih:

“Indeed, Satan sits in the paths of the son of Adam,”32

Meaning every path, the son of Adam takes, Satan will be sitting
there; because he wants to deviate him and turn him away from the
truth and guidance:

32 Reported by an-Nasa’1 (3134) and authenticated by al-Albani ({4iz5) in Sahih
Sunan an-Nasa’t (2/381)
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“Then I will come to them from before them and behind
them, from their right and from their left, and You will
not find most of them as thankful ones (i.e., they will not
be dutiful to You).” [Stirah al-’Araf (7):17]

And most of the creation has died upon disbelief and ungratefulness
to Allah (J&8L):

-
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“And most of mankind will not believe even if you desire
it eagerly.” [Sturah Yiasuf (12):103]

There is another fantastic parable that the Prophet (ds.&4{i=) has

made to clarify Allah’s Straight Path: On the authority of an-
Nawwas Ibn Sam’an al-Ansari who reported that the Messenger of
Allah (J5:84() said:
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“Allah has made a parable of the Straight Path: At the
sides of the path, there are two walls with open doors, and
the doors have open curtains. There is a caller at the head
of the path calling: ‘O people, all of you, enter the Straight
Path and do not zigzag;’ and a caller above the Straight
Path calling. If one wants to open any of the doors, he says:
‘Woe to you, do not open it! Verily, if you open it, you will
enter it.” The Path is Islam; the two walls which are on the
sides of the path are the legal limitations of Allah, and the
open doors are the things made inviolable by Allah; the
one calling at the head of the Path is the Book of Allah; the
one calling from above the Path is the preacher of Allah in
the heart of every Muslim.”33

This is a preacher that Allah has created to caution the Muslim in
his heart to prevent him from falling into unlawful acts. Although,
this admonisher might become corrupt if a person becomes
immersed in the illegal actions; it will get to a state where it does

33 Reported by Ahmad (4/182-183) and authenticated by al-Albani (i) in
Dhilal al-Jannah Fi Takhrij as-Sunnah by Ibn Abi ‘Asim (19)
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not recognize the good nor reject the evil, as the Lord (3¢ ) has

said:
§® KB G 0f § o5 & X

Nay! But on their hearts is the Ran (covering of sins and
evil deeds) which they used to earn. (al-Mutaffifin: 14)

Meaning, it seals their hearts: “...which they used to earn,” from
the sins and disobedience.

On the authority of Abli Hurairah (&) who reported that the
Messenger of Allah (544l ) said:

2oz 5 (3\% sice B 3 %2 . PP SEN EE ST TSI -
‘Cjﬁﬁ\blﬁi\)}wﬁé:%bé&’@%\k;”%@\og

-~

S 385 46 5158 (55 Gs 3y sle Ol 106 Jad 65 53k
2/ 09 > //":/ %/ z P @
€@ 54K BEG s 8 05 & K- 01555 il

“Verily, when the slave (of Allah) commits a sin, a black
spot appears on his heart. When he refrains from it, seeks
forgiveness and repents, his heart is polished clean. But if
he returns, it increases until it covers his entire heart. And
that is the ‘Ran’ which Allah mentioned:

‘Nay, but on their hearts is the R@n which they used to
earn.’ [Sturah al-Mutaffifin (83):14]"”

The point is that this is a wonderful parable for clarifying the
Straight Path which was made as a similitude to Islam,; it is a straight
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path with two walls on its sides, they are the legal limitations of
Allah—His Legislations that He has ordered His servants to remain
steadfast upon and not transgress, as He (\&;%\-2%) has said:
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“These are the limits ordained by Allah, so do not
transgress them.” [Stirah al-Baqarah (2):229]

And the doors with the open curtains lead the one who enters
through them to the impermissible limits; Allah said in the
other verse:
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“These are the limits set by Allah, so approach them not.”
[Sarah al-Baqarah (2):187]

What is meant by limits here is the prohibited matters, and what is
meant by limits in the first verse is concerning what Allah has
allowed and legislated for His servants but ordered that they do not
transgress and exceed them.

He (the Messenger) said: “The doors have curtains,” meaning the
doors that lead one to commit something impressible. They have
curtains that are raised and are without locks and keys, so minimal
effort is needed to pass through them. And this is proof that falling
into prohibited matters does not require much time or effort.
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Just as there is a Straight Path that the servants are required to walk
on, indeed, in front of them on the Day of Judgment is a Straight
Path (a bridge); it will be erected over the Marn (brink, middle) of
Hell and all the creation will be asked to cross it. Allah (1&%2)

said:
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“There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell); this is
with your Lord; a Decree which must be accomplished
Then We shall save those who use to fear Allih and were
dutiful to Him. And We shall leave the Zalimiin
(polytheists and wrongdoers) therein (humbled) to their
knees (in Hell).” [Stirah Maryam (19):71-72]

The path to Paradise is over this bridge, a bridge that is thinner than
a strand of hair erected over the brink of Hell; and its fire will be
blazing fiercely under the people, and they will be required to cross
this bridge; Allah has sworn by this:
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“There is not one of you but will pass over it (Hell).”
[Stirah Maryam (19):71]
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It is a must that this Straight Bridge over the middle of Hell is
crossed. The Muslim is sure about this, however, he is doubtful
about crossing it safely (and not falling into Hell); Allah (&;J=) said:
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“And whoever is removed away from the Fire and
admitted to Paradise, he indeed is successful. The life of
this world is only the enjoyment of deception (a deceiving
thing).” [Siirah Ali ‘Imran (3):185]

So, he does not know, will he be from the successful ones who will
be removed away from the Fire or not? Thus, it is befitting that the
servant persists in remaining upon the Straight Path which is the
Religion of Allah—Islam—and not deviating from it to the right or
left; Allah (JG5%522) said:
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“Verily, those who say: “Our Lord is (only) Allah,” and
after that stand firm (on the Islamic Faith of Monotheism)
on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve.” [Siirah al-
Ahqaf (46):13]
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‘Umar Ibn al-Khattab (&) said concerning “and after that stand

firm:” “They do not skew and swerve like the swerving of the
fox,”34 meaning that they are firm upon treading the Straight Path of
Allah in this life, so their Lord will keep them firm on the Straight
Path (bridge) that will be erected over the brink of Hell on the Day
of Judgment.

3. Obstacles in treading the Straight Path:

It is incumbent for you to know—O voyager of this Path—that in
front of you are obstacles that will prevent you from traveling on
this Path and continuing upon it; and in short, they are three
obstacles; and wonderful guidelines and blessed directives have
come in this very Sirah (al-Fatihah) on how to safely avoid them.
They are obstacles that the people of knowledge have numerously
drawn attention to and warned the people against them; their level
of danger is following this order:

The 1% Obstacle: Shirk (associating partners with Allah (15;%=2))

The 2" QObstacle: Innovations [in the religion]

The 374 Obstacle: Disobedience (sinning)

On the authority of ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas’td (&) who said that the
Messenger of Allah (Jz4&4{>) drew a line for us and said:

3% Look in: Tafsir at-Tabari (Siirah Fussilat, 30)
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“This is the Path of Allah,” he then drew lines to its right
and left and said: “These are different paths and upon
everyone one of them is a devil calling to it.” After that, he
read:

“And verily, this (i.e., Allah’s Commandments mentioned
in the above two Verses 151 and 152) is my Straight Path,
so follow it, and follow not (other) paths, for they will
separate you away from His Path.” [Starah al-An’am (7):
153]%

And the different ways that the Prophet (Jz5.%4{>) mentioned are

one of three: a path that will lead a person to commit Shirk with
Allah, or a path that will lead him to innovation or a way that will
lead him to disobedience and sinning. And there is no doubt that the
most beloved and desired of paths to Satan is that a person falls into

35 Reported by Ahmad (1/435) and authenticated by al-Albani (£1525) in at-Ta lig
‘Ala Hidayah ar-Ruwadh (1/131)
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committing Shirk with Allah; if he is not able to (get him to fall into
this), then an innovation, if he is incapable, then into sinning; [if
unsuccessful] he will move to what is less than these.

Hence, Ibn al-Qayyim mentioned in some of his books that what
Satan desires from a human is seven matters and he will he give
precedence to what is first, then the next; if he is unsuccessful in
getting him to commit the greater one then he will move on to the
lesser one. So the first sin that he wants a person to fall into is
committing Shirk with Allah (3&Js); if he is unsuccessful, then he
will want him to carry out an innovation because innovation is more
beloved to the devil then sinning—why? Because the doer of
innovation sees himself to be upon good while practicing his
innovation and if it is said to him, “What you are upon is wrong, and
it will not be accepted;” he will believe himself to be correct and
upon the truth; whereas the sinner, if he is advised against his sin,
he will know that he is wrong and committing a crime; thus he will
say, “Supplicate to Allah to accept my repentance, perhaps Allah
will forgive me.” However, the innovator will not accept and be
pleased [with the advice], instead, he will stand up for and defend
his stance and persist in it; unless Allah writes guidance for him and
opens his heart to goodness.

z

For this reason, the Prophet (J5.%4(>) has said:

Lo Foelo B BA R MY

63|Page



4TH GUIDELINE: THE STRAIGHT PATH

“Allah has blinded the doer of any innovation from
repenting.’’36

Sins are divided into minor and major sins, and Allah (&%)
says:
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“And everything, small and big, is written down (in al-
Lawh al-Mahfadh already beforehand, i.e., before it
befalls, or is done by its doer: ¢! _3l) (See the Qur’an
V.57:22 and its footnote).” [Stuirah al-Qamar (54):53]

Meaning: they are written against the servant, and he will find it in
his record of deeds on the day when he will stand before Allah
(353
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“They will say: “Woe to us! What sort of Book is this that

leaves neither a small thing nor a big thing, but has
recorded it with numbers?” And they will find all that they

36 Reported by at-Tabarani in al-Awsad (4202) and authenticated by al-Albani
(84%5) in as-Sahihah (1620)
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did, placed before them, and your Lord treats no one with
injustice.” [Sturah al-Kahf (18):49]

If the devil is unable to get the servant to commit a major sin, he will
strive in causing him to fall into a minor one; if he is unsuccessful
in getting him to do this, he will strive in busying the servant from
the acts of obedience and worship with the permissible matters; if
he is unsuccessful at doing this, he will move on to the sixth level:
busying him with matters that are less virtuous from the more
meritorious ones—because the Religion of Allah (Jz3%) and the acts
of obedience which Allah has commanded with are different in their
levels of virtue; as the Prophet (5584 ) said:
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“Iman (Faith) has over seventy branches, the most
virtuous of which is the declaration: ‘None has the right to
be worshipped but Allah’; and the least of which is the
removal of harmful objects from the road.”3”

!

If he is unsuccessful with this sixth attempt, he will move on to a
seventh matter—and no one is safe from this. If anyone was able to
avoid this, it would have been the Messenger of Allah (Jzsa&4{i):

It is that he will empower a soldier from his army to harm the person.
If he despairs in deterring a person from goodness, he will send a

37 Reported by al-Bukhari (9) and Muslim (35) and this is his wording.
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soldier from his army to mar him. Thus, this person will be exposed
to some harm as a result of his nearness to Allah (Js3%). As a result,

Allah has ordered the believers to encourage each other with
patience:
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“Except those who believe (in Islamic Monotheism) and do
righteous good deeds, and recommend one another to the
truth (i.e., order one another to perform all kinds of good
deeds (al-Ma’ruf) which Allah has ordained, and abstain
from all sorts of sins and evil acts (al-Munkar) which Allah
has forbidden), and recommend one another to patience
(for the sufferings, harms, and injuries which one may
encounter in Allah’s Cause while preaching His religion of
Islamic Monotheism or Jihad).” [Sarah al-’Asr (103):3]

And He said:
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“...and recommended one another to perseverance and
patience, and (also) recommended one another to pity and
compassion.” [Siirah al-Balad (90):17]

And this is because the harm that will afflict [a believer]—especially
the one strong in Faith—is severe.
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These are the steps that Satan gradually takes to get to a servant; and
concerning this matter, read the statement of Allah (J\&5%2):
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“(Iblis) said: “Because You have sent me astray, surely I
will sit in wait against them (human beings) on Your
Straight Path (16) Then I will come to them from before
them and behind them, from their right and from their
left, and You will not find most of them as thankful ones
(i.e., they will not be dutiful to You).” [Suirah al-A’raf
(7):16-17]
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And Satan is an enemy that sees you, but you do not see him—he is
heavily equipped:
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“Verily, he and Qabiluhu (his soldiers from the jinn or his
tribe) see you from where you cannot see them.” [Siirah
al-A’raf (7):27]

He is sitting in wait for you on the Straight Path of Allah to deter,
avert and distance you from it, and to make you fall into the deep
bottomless pits of misguidance—O Allah we seek protection us
from the accursed Satan.

67|Page



4TH GUIDELINE: THE STRAIGHT PATH

So these three obstacles: Shirk, innovation, and sin; it is a must that
every Muslim, male or female, be strictly cautious of them and fear
for himself from falling into them; and they must seek guidance
concerning this from the directives of Sirah al-Fatihah, the Qur ‘an
and the Sunnah of the noble Prophet (Aaii{io).

It was said to Abli Hurairah ():

“Inform us about what is Taqwa?” He responded to the
questioner: “Have you taken a trail that has thorns?” He
said: “Yes.” He asked: “What will you do?” He said: “If I
see a thorn, I will aveid it by going to its right or left, and
I will be cautious about walking over it.” He (Abu
Hurairah) said: “This is Tagqwa of Allah (fear, God-
consciousness).

However, what you are cautious of here (Tagwa) is not thorns. It is
more destructive than this to the human being: It is Shirk,
innovation, and sin. So, the one traveling on the Straight Path of
Allah needs to be conscious and fearful and cautious of these
matters. Some of the Salaf (righteous predecessors) said: “How can
a person fear and avoid something that he has no knowledge of?” So
it is required of you to know what Shirk is, to understand what
innovation is and to understand what a major sin is; and this is so
that you can be conscious of it and keep away as the speaker of these
lines said:

“Learn about evil, not with evil intent, but to be aware of
it and avoid it, for verily, the one who does not know about
evil will fall into it.”
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Many people fall into matters which is clear Shirk and disbelief due
to absolute ignorance about the Religion of Allah (1&;35(%); many
have fallen into innovations and affairs contradictory to the Sunnah
of the Prophet (JZ54£4{i=) due to their ignorance of the Religion of
Allah; like this is the case with sins and evil deeds—a majority of it
is caused by ignorance in the Religion of Allah. Hence, the first
thing that is required from a person in the religion is to seek
knowledge (of the religion) so that he knows his religion so that he
knows the truth and so that he knows the guidance. This is why
knowledge is given precedence over speech and action as Allah
(A&535%) has said:
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“So, know (O Muhammad (J=5:%4§>)) that La ilaha ill-
allah (none has the right to be worshipped but Allah), and
ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the sin of)
believing men and believing women.” [Sirah Muhammad
(47):19]

Imam Bukhari (345%5) said: He (Allah) started with knowledge
before speech and action.

It is required of you to have knowledge of these three obstacles—
Shirk, innovation, and sin—so that you are cautious of them and
avoid them; and so that you warn your children and those under your
care from falling into them:
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And (remember) when Lugman said to his son while advising him:
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“0, my son! Join not in worship others with Allah.” [Siirah
Lugman (31):13]

Suppose that you one day say to your son: “O my son do not
associate partners with Allah in worship.” And your son responds:
“What is this Shirk that Allah has forbidden us from committing?”’
Is it appropriate for you in this situation to not know what Shirk is?
The reality of this affair is grave, and it is a must [that you be
prepared]

And most commonly, the cause for many people falling into Shirk
is ignorance, especially, with the increasing doubts overtaking the
ignorant—and consequently, they turn them away from the Religion
of Allah (\&535%). Is it not a grave calamity and a severe catastrophe
to a find a person ascribing himself to Islam raising his hands—in a
way that they are only to be raised for Allah—and stretching them
out and after that invoking: “Support me O so and so? Assist me O
so and so, catch me O so and so, get to me O so and so?” Subhanal-
1ah! Where is Allah [in their supplication]? Where is [their] Tawhid?
Where is their disassociating themselves from Shirk? What other
cause is there for the likes of these people falling into these acts of
Shirk—may Allah protect you and us—than ignorance in the
religion of Allah and them being overcome with the doubts of the
misguiding ones? Indeed, the Prophet (J544{l=) has said:
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“The thing I fear most for you is the misguiding leaders.”38

What do the “misguiding leaders” do? They beautify the falsehood
and dress it up for the people; they dress up the misguidance under
the clothes of guidance, and as a result, the people go astray and fall
into different kinds of Shirk and innovations and become lost. So, it
is a must that a person is extremely cautious. Are we ignorant about
Shirk, which is the most dangerous and gravest of sins? Clarifying
its danger, Allah (1&%\=:2) said:
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“Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up
with Him (in worship), but He forgives except that
(anything else) to whom He wills.” [Stirah an-Nisa (4):48]

And He (&%) said:
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38 Reported by Ahmad (6/441) and authenticated by al-Albani (3Xz5) in Sahih al-
Jami’ (1551)
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“Verily, whosoever sets up partners (in worship) with
Allah. Allah has forbidden Paradise to him, and the Fire
will be his abode. And for the Zalimiin (polytheists and
wrong-doers) there are no helpers.” [Siirah al-Ma’idah
(5):72]

And He (JG585220) said:
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“And indeed it has been revealed to you (O Muhammad
Jasfedifiee), as it was to those (Allah’s Messengers) before
you: “If you join others in worship with Allah, (then)
surely (all) your deeds will be in vain, and you will
certainly be among the losers.” Nay! But worship Allah
(Alone and no one else), and be among the grateful. They
made not a just estimate of Allah, such as is due to Him.
On the Day of Resurrection, the whole of the earth will be

grasped by His Hand, and the heavens will be rolled up in
His Right Hand. Glorified is He, and High is He above all
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that they associate as partners with Him!” [Siirah az-
Zumar (39):65-67]

Has the one who appeals to other than Allah for help and support
(that only Allah can provide)—or the one who invokes other than
Allah, or the one who requests relief from his distress and removal
of his misfortunes from other than Allah—justly estimated Allah?!
He (J&5%s22) said:
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“Is not He (better than your gods) Who responds to the
distressed one, when he calls on Him, and Who removes
the evil, and makes you inheritors of the earth, generations
after generations? Is there any ilah (god) with Allah?
Little is that you remember!” [Siirah an-Naml (27):62]

Meaning: Little do you remember and think; if you remembered,
pondered, and reflected over the matter, you would not have fallen
into that.

Indeed, Shirk (polytheism) is the most dangerous of affairs and the
most unjust, and there is no injustice higher than it; thus, Allah said:
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“Verily! Joining others in worship with Allah is a great
Ziulm (wrong) indeed.” [Siirah Lugman (31):13]
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And what wrong is more grave than directing worship and
supplication to other than the Creator (Allah)?! He is the Creator,
He is the Provider, He is the One Who Blesses, He is the One Who
Bestows Favor; yet other than Him will be called upon, other than
him will be invoked?!

On the authority of ‘Abdullah Ibn Mas’tid (&) who said:
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“I asked the Prophet (Jz5:%4\~): Which sin is the greatest

with Allah? He said: ‘That you set up a rival with Allah
though He Alone created you.”?®

Meaning: The fact that He Alone exclusively created you and
brought you into existence from nothing suffices in proving the
obligation to single Him out alone in worship: so none should be
invoked except Him, none should be asked except Him, none should
be appealed to for aid and support except Him, and none should be
set up as a rival or associate with Him—not a close angel or a sent
Prophet or a saint or other than him—because worship is a right of
the Creator (JJ525%). Allah (Js5%) said:
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39 Reported by al-Bukhari (4477) and Muslim (86)
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“Then do not set up rivals unto Allah (in worship) while
you know (that He Alone has the right to be worshipped).”
[Stirah al-Baqarah (2):22]

“...While you know,” meaning, while you know that you have no
other Creator besides Allah.

1. Who are the people of this Straight Path?

The favored people of the Path are those mentioned in Allah’s
(J&55%=2L) statement:
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“And whoso obeys Allah and the Messenger (Muhammad
Jc5454). They will be in the company of those on whom
Allah has bestowed His Grace, of the Prophets, the
Siddiqiin (those followers of the Prophets who were first
and foremost to believe in them, like Abu Bakr As-Siddiq
i), the martyrs, and the righteous. And how excellent
these companions are!” [Sturah an-Nisa (4):69]

And if you are from those whom Allah favors with the treading of
this Path, then do not feel alienated even if you are by yourself,
because you are upon a path that was taken by the Prophets, the
Siddiqun, the martyrs and the righteous.
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And His statement: “...Those on whom You have bestowed Your
Grace” [Suirah al-Fatihah (1):6], this shows that the treading of the
Straight Path by a servant is a favor from Allah; were it not for the
favor of Allah upon His servant to take the Straight Path, he would
not be proceeding upon it—it is indeed from the Grace of Allah. And
a servant will not be from those upon whom Allah bestows His
Grace except with two matters: Knowledge of the truth and
implementation of it; a knowledge that will guide the servant and
righteous good deeds that will elevate the servant.

If beneficial knowledge is learned, then implementation of it is a
must. If beneficial knowledge and righteous good deeds are both
present, then the servant will be from those who will go along the
Straight Path of Allah. So, there are three types of people: a favored
group [with the Grace of Allah], a group who earned the wrath [of
Allah], and a group who is misguided and lost.

The favored group is the one who is favored by Allah with beneficial
knowledge and righteous good. The group that earned the anger is
the one that has knowledge but does not act upon it, and this is a
deviation in their knowledge and intentions. As for the other group,
those who are misguided, they perform deeds without knowledge.
They have their own knowledge and deeds with them, but they are
all misguidance and innovations; Allah said:
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“Say (O Muhammad J25:£5{2): “Shall We tell you the
greatest losers in respect of (their) deeds? Those whose
efforts have been wasted in this life while they thought that
they were acquiring good by their deeds!” (al-Kahf (18):
103-104]

Through this, you should know yourself and your urgent need to be
from those whom Allah favors with taking His Straight Path. How
splendid is it for the believer to be conscious of how great and dire
his need is to be traversing along this Path, to remain firm upon it
until he meets Allah (Jz3ic) who will be pleased with Him? This is
the greatest blessing, the most splendid favor, and the grandest gift
period! For this reason, Allah (JG5;%8\:2) said:
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“The Way of those on whom You have bestowed Your
Grace.” [Stirah al-Fatihah (1):6]

So, the greatest blessing, most majestic favor, and the grandest gift
is that Allah (3&J) guides you to the Straight Path, keeps you
steadfast upon it until you meet Him (J55%\522) while He is pleased
with you.

Thus, in this blessed context, it becomes clear that the Path is
straight, it mentions who are its favored people are, and who are the
ones that deviated from it.
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5TH GUIDELINE: A WARNING
AGAINST DEVIATING FROM THE
PATH OF ALLAH

It is incumbent to know that Satan is persistently diligent in averting
the servant from the Straight Path of Allah in one of two ways:
through doubts or desires. Through doubts, a person will innovate
in the religion. Through desires, a person will fall into sins and
criminal matters. Satan deceives a person, plots against him, and
plans to ward him off [from the Straight Path]. He carefully analyzes
the state of a person and his inclinations and the best way to cause
him to deviate: either through doubts or desires.

As some of the Salaf'said: “Satan is the ‘Yash-Sham’ of the hearts,”
meaning, he looks at what the human is inclined to; if he finds him
adherent to and diligent in the religion, he will strive in expelling
him from the religion through doubts. He will persist in trying to
belittle his religiosity, having Tagwaa and worship. Thus, the person
will begin to overexert himself more than others until he strays from
the Straight Path. As for the one whose faith is weak, Satan will
come to him through desires. So, deviance from the Straight Path of
Allah occurs either through doubts or desires.

If a person strays from the Straight Path by way of doubts, then this
is evidence of one’s knowledge having errors. If it occurs by way of
desires, then this is evidence of faultiness in the deeds. And the
Religion of Allah (1\&;355)—which is the Straight Path of Allah—
is a rectification for knowledge and deeds. Allah (15522 said:
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“It is He Who has sent His Messenger (Muhammad
Jc54&4(>) with guidance and the religion of truth (Islam),
to make it superior over all religions.” [Sturah at-Tawbah
(9):33]

The scholars say that this means “with beneficial knowledge and
righteous deeds.” If these two are actualized, the servant will
successfully be traveling along the Straight Path of Allah. And the
Prophet (J5464{>) use to say after completing the morning Salah:
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“O Allah, I ask You for beneficial knowledge, goodly
provision, and acceptable deeds.”#0

Beneficial knowledge will cause a person to be guided to the path of
goodness. Righteous deeds will cause a person to traverse along the
path of goodness with dignity and loftiness. Still, Satan wants the
servant to go astray either through faultiness in his knowledge or in
his deeds. If a person’s knowledge becomes faulty, then he will be
lost and misguided; and if his deeds become corrupt, he will be from
those who earned the wrath [of Allah]. Thus, Allah said in the
conclusion of the Sirah:

40 Reported by Ibn Majah (925) and authenticated by al-Albani (iiXz) in Sahih
1bn Majah (762)
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“...Not (the way) of those who earned Your Anger (such
as the Jews), nor of those who went astray (such as the
Christians).” [Sturah al-Fatihah (1):7]

Those who earned the anger became corrupt in their deeds, and those
who went astray became corrupt in their knowledge. Hence, a
person will not be safe from the anger, the wrath, and the
punishment of Allah unless he becomes guided to the Straight Path
and is steadfast upon it and does not stray from it due to doubts or
desires.

And the subject of desires is a dangerous one for people; many
people exit from the Straight Path of Allah because of it—following
their whims and the callers to lusts that are always competing with
each other in deterring the people from goodness and causing them
to fall into lewdness and impermissible matters through numerous
magazines: through satellite channels, the internet, the baseless
magazines, and many other means.

And on this note, listen attentively to the following statement of
Allah (J%;%=22) and ponder over it:
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“Allah wishes to accept your repentance, but those who
follow their lusts, wish that you (believers) should deviate
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tremendously away (from the Right Path).” [Sarah an-
Nisa (4):27]

Meaning: they wish that you deviate from Allah’s Straight Path and
the upright way. There is a group of people who follow their lusts
and want others to likewise actively become inclined to their desires
just as they did; so that their wickedness is not exclusive to only
them. ‘Uthman Ibn ‘Affan (&) said: “The adulteress wishes that all
the women fornicate,” this is because when a person falls into the
traps of lusts and becomes polluted with it, he does not want to be
the only one in his community in this regard; instead, he wants
others to be upon his way. Thus, he energetically works to misguide
the safe ones and drag them to a path of desires. From this—
especially in our time—is their specialization in presenting the
different types of lusts and entrapping the people [through them] and
taking their wealth and causing them to fall into the traps of unlawful
desires and false pleasures which Allah (1\&;3%) has forbidden for

His servants and cautioned them against.

Therefore, it is mandatory upon the servant to be cautious from
sinning and evil deeds and falling into that which will anger the
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Magnificent Lord (435J). And this blessed Siirah encourages you
(by the will of Allah (5&3)) to abstain from these vices, as Allah

($52) said:

“Verily, as-Salah (the prayer) prevents from al-Fahsha’
(i.e., great sins of every kind, unlawful sexual intercourse)
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and al-Munkar (i.e., disbelief, polytheism, and every kind
of evil, wicked deed).” [Siirah al->’ Ankabiit (29):45]

The most significant pillar of the Salah is al-Fatihah as has been
affirmed in the Hadith Qudst:

(_;)\:./CC;&SJLS.Q )Laj\}c/:

“The Salah is divided into two halves between My servant
and Me. Half of it is for Me, and the other half is for My
servant.”41

He called al-Fatihah a Salah. However, the prayer that “prevents
from al-Fahsha’ and al-Munkar” is the one in which a person
reflects and ponders over the Words of Allah (Js3%), especially this
great Sirah which is an essential pillar from the pillars of the prayer.
Indeed, it guides the servant, by the will of Allah (J&;35%), to the
Straight Path of Allah.

If a believer recites, “Guide us to the Straight Path” (al-Fatihah:
5) every day and ponders over it, then if his soul speaks to him about
straying from it (i.e., the Path) through desires, pleasures or
impermissible acts, he will refrain from doing so and strive against
his soul and work diligently to hold it back and restrain it from

G g

entering that which Allah (Js5c) has forbidden or deviating from

41 Reported by Muslim (395)
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Allah’s Straight Path as an implementation of the statement of Allah
(85350):
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“As for those who strive hard in Us (Our Cause), We will
surely guide them to Our Paths (i.e., Allah’s religion -
Islamic Monotheism). And verily, Allah is with the
Muhsiniin (good-doers).” [Siirah al->Ankabiit (29):69]

The sins that Allah has forbidden His servants from committing are
two types: Major and minor sins. Allah (&%) said:
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“And everything, small and big, is written down (in al-

Lawh al-Mahfiaz).” [Sarah al-Qamar (54): 53]

Meaning: It is written against the servant, and he will find it on the
scales of his bad deeds on the Day of Judgment. For this reason,
Allah (563 ) said in another verse:
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“And the Book (one’s Record) will be placed (in the right
hand for a believer in the Oneness of Allah, and in the left
hand for a disbeliever in the Oneness of Allah). You will
see the Mujrimiin (criminals, polytheists, sinners), fearful
of that which is (recorded) therein. They will say: “Woe to
us! What sort of Book is this that leaves neither a small
thing nor a big thing, but has recorded it with numbers!”
And they will find all that they did, placed before them,
and your Lord treats no one with injustice.” [Stirah al-
Kahf (18):49]

Allah (3&3=) keeps account of all of that, just as He ({1&;586.2) said:
6 5 S~ >
% > 4)5\ W\ %0
“Allah has kept account of it, while they have forgotten it.”
[Siirah al-Mujadilah (58):6] |

The pleasure found in impermissible acts vanishes and finishes in
its time; however, what does remain is its ill consequence, as was
said:
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“The pleasures of the unlawful acts will vanish for the one
who experienced them at their peak; however, the sin and
shame will remain; the ill consequences will remain. There
is no good in a pleasure that is followed by the Fire [of
Hell].”42

One of the Salaf said: “When I commit a sin, I see its effects in the
behavior of my wife and my riding beast.”3 And this is from its ill
effects in this world, as for the Hereafter, they are intense and more
perilous. Allah (Js3¢) has commended His believing servants for
abstaining from major sins and not committing them in many verses
in His Book, such as His statement (43sw):
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“Those who avoid great sins and al-Fawahish (illegal
sexual intercourse) except the small faults, your Lord is of
vast forgiveness.” [Siirah an-Najm (53):32]

And His statement (155255):

2 Mentioned by Imam ‘Abdur-Rahman Ibn Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdur-Rahman al-
‘Ulaymi al-Maqdisi in his book, al-Manhaj al-Ahmad FT Tardjim Ashab al-Imam
Ahmad (1/94)

43 From the speech of al-Fudayl Ibn ‘Iyad (4i/4z5) and his wording in Hilyah al-
Awliya (8/109) is: “...I would know it in the behavior of my donkey and my
servant.” Look in the book ad-Da wad-Dawa by Ibn al-Qayyim (134)
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“And those who avoid the greater sins, and al-Fawahish
(illegal sexual intercourse), and when they are angry,
forgive.” [Stirah ash-Shiira (42):37]

And His statement (55;35%):
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“If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden to do,
We shall expiate from you your (small) sins, and admit you
to a Noble Entrance (i.e., Paradise).” [Stirah an-Nisa

(4):31]

So the Muslim traveling along the Straight Path of Allah needs to
acquire knowledge and be acquainted with the major sins to be
cautious of them; so he should know about the major sins and the
associated punishments for the one who commits them, as well as
the verses and Ahadith (Prophetic sayings) that warn against them.
Indeed, this knowledge—by the will of Allah (Js3=)—will direct
you on how to avoid them. And books concerning this topic are
many, and from the best of them is the book, al-Kabair (The Major

Sins), by Imam adh-Dhahabi (£4{:%5). Indeed, he did an excellent job
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and benefited [others]; he presented the major sins and added
extremely precious commentary that every Muslim needs.

He (:3z5) mentioned in his book the statement of Ibn ‘Abbas
(&=4iz5) when he was asked about the number of the major sins:
“Are they seven?” He () said: “They are closer to seventy.”#* And
Imam adh-Dhahabi (:5114z5) said: “By Allah Ibn ‘Abbas spoke the
truth...”5 This is because the matters that Allah (Js5¢) has
forbidden for His servants and threatened them about committing
them are many; they are not seven or ten or twenty. He (the author)
then began listing more than seventy major sins in his book, al-
Kaba’ir. And he mentions with every major sin its proofs from the
Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet (s47s54£4(>). So
what is compulsory upon you is to read this book in its entirety and
become familiarized with these major sins to avoid them; and that
you ask Allah (53 ) to protect you from falling into any of them so
that you can be from those that traverse the Straight Path of Allah
without crookedness.

For this reason, it is a must that a person learns and seeks to
understand; because from the fundamental aspects of taking Allah’s
Straight Path is knowledge about the guidance so that you can
implement it; knowledge about falsehood and criminal matters so

that you can abstain from it. This is why the Prophet (3E2M.E)

4 Reported by Ibn Jarir at-Tabari (6/651)
%5 Look in the book, al-Kaba ir, by adh-Dhahabi, the Tahqig of Mashiir Hasan Ali
Salman (89), the Maktabah al-Furqan edition, UAE
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use to warn his nation from the major sins on many occasions, like
his statement:
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“Avoid the seven destructive matters: Associating anyone
or anything with Allah in worship; practicing sorcery,
killing of someone without a just cause whom Allah has
forbidden, devouring the property of an orphan, eating of
usury, fleeing from the battlefield and slandering chaste
believing women who never even thought about violating
their chastity.”46

And on the authority of Abi Bakrah () who said that the Prophet
(essdzife) said:

46 Reported by al-Bukhari (2766) and Muslim (89)
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“‘Should I not inform you about the most grievous of the
grave sins?’ He repeated it three times. They replied:
‘Certainly, O Messenger of Allah.” Then he said:
‘Associating anyone with Allah in worship, disobedience
to parents, false testimony or false utterance.” The Prophet
was reclining, then he sat up, and he repeated it so many
times that we wished he would stop.”4”

And on the authority of Qays al-Ashja’1 (&) who said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (J54£4{l~) in the farewell Hajj

said: ‘Verily, they are four: Do not associate anything with
Allah in worship, nor take a life which Allah has made

47 Reported by al-Bukhari (2654) and Muslim (87)
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prohibited without a just cause, nor commit unlawful
intercourse, nor steal.’ I have diligently and miserly held
on to these words since I heard them from the Messenger
of Allah (Jusakdle). 8

Look at this great advice. The Prophet (SEGRZW40) gave his
Ummabh sincere advice and clarified to them (matters), and directed
and guided them to the straight path; just as Allah (S&3s) ordered
him to do so:

“We guide whosoever of Our slaves We will. And verily,
you (O Muhammad &4i.4{[>) are indeed guiding
(mankind) to the Straight Path (i.e., Allah’s religion of
Islamic Monotheism). The Path of Allah, to Whom belongs
all that is in the heavens and all that is in the earth. Verily,
all the matters at the end go to Allah (for decision).”
[Stirah ash-Shu'ra’ (42):52-53]

48 Reported by Ahmad (4/339) and authenticated by al-Albani (£{iz5) in as-
Sahihah (1759)
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As for the first three that he (JZ54£4{() mentioned, they are found
in the statement of Allah (3&Js) describing the servants of the Most
Merciful:
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“And those who invoke not any other ilah (god) along with
Allah, nor Kkill such person Allah has forbidden, except for
just cause, nor commit illegal sexual intercourse - and
whoever does this shall receive the punishment. The
torment will be doubled to him on the Day of Resurrection,
and he will abide therein in disgrace; Except those who
repent and believe (in Islamic Monotheism), and do
righteous deeds, for those, Allah will change their sins into
good deeds, and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”
[Sairah al-Furqan (25):68-70]

And how beautiful would it be for a person to hold himself to
account in this world, the field for the performance of deeds, before

Allah (J5355) holds him to account on the Day of Judgment, in the
field of recompense. ‘Al (&) said: “This world has departed with
its back turned and the Hereafter has advanced coming forward. And
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every one of them has children, so be from the children of the
Hereafter and not the children of this world; for indeed, today is time
for action and no accountability, and tomorrow is the time for
accountability and no action.”?

As sincere advice to this nation, the people of knowledge have
clarified what distinguishes a major sin from the rest: If Allah and

1

His Messenger (Js4&4{l~) mention an issue and say that it is
forbidden, then add that its doer will earn the wrath of Allah, or that
he will be cursed, or that the Fire of Hell will be prepared for him;
then this is classified as a major sin. Also, if a prescribed punishment
for it in this world is mentioned such as capital punishment, stoning,
lashes or amputation of his hand and what is similar to these; as well
as if he (the Prophet) (d5454(w) says concerning a sin that, “he is
not from me,” then this similarly classifies an issue as a major sin.

adh-Dhahabi and other than him mention these rules in the writings
that clarify major sins. If you understand this subject and are well
acquainted with the major sins and their prescribed punishments and
you realize that they are many, as well as familiarizing yourself with
the texts that warn against the major sins; you will have attained
knowledge in this field with which Allah (1\&25%) will protect you
from committing these grievous and atrocious sins. Therefore, it is
a must that a servant is diligent in [gaining knowledge] concerning
this topic; so that he can traverse on the Straight Path of Allah
without deviating and swerving. And I ask Allah to honor us all and

4 Added as commentary by al-Bukhari—in a way indicating that it is sound—
before Hadith # 6418.
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you with being distant from what he made impermissible; and that
He grants us success to fulfill what He has ordered.

If Allah (S&3s) honors you with abstaining from these major sins,
then look at the lofty promises and the honorable entrance that will
be prepared for you, Allah (Js3%) said:
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“Those who avoid great sins and al-Fawahish (illegal
sexual intercourse) except the small faults, verily, your
Lord is of vast forgiveness.” [Siirah an-Najm (53):32]

He tied the “vast forgiveness” to the avoidance of great sins. And he
(J53%) said:
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“If you avoid the great sins which you are forbidden to do,
We shall expiate from you your (small) sins, and admit you
to a Noble Entrance (i.e., Paradise).” [Stirah an-Nisa
(4):31]

It is said that the “Noble Entrance” is Paradise, and it also said that
it means, every good and type of happiness that is obtained by the
servant in this world and the next.
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He (Jas:4(i2) said:

Slany J) dlaassy aassdl d) dasdy < casdl Siplal

)

Z % - Ty @S0 g %
S Ca 5) G b Blsies

“The five daily (prescribed) prayers, and Friday (prayer)
to the next Friday (prayer), and the fasting of Ramadan to
the next Ramadan, are expiation of the sins committed in
between them, so long as major sins are avoided.”>0

It is a must to repent from a major sin; but as for the minor ones, the
good deeds wipe them away by the will of Allah (5&3), as Allah

(3G5822) said:
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Verily, the good deeds remove the evil deeds (i.e., small
sins). (Had: 114)

And as the Prophet (Jzsa () said:
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30 Reporied by Muslim (233)
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“Do good deeds after doing bad ones. The former will
wipe out the latter.”>1

However, a good deed does not wipe away a major sin, because a
major sin requires that you repent from it.

On the authority of Sa’id (£) who said: “The Messenger of Allah
(Asaediie) said:
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‘The (permanent) inhabitants of the Fire are those who are
doomed to it, and verily they would neither die nor live in
it. But the people whom the Fire would afflict
(temporarily) on account of their sins,” or he (the narrator)
said: on account of their misdeeds. ‘He would cause them
to die till they would be turned into charcoal. Then they
would be granted intercession and would be brought in
groups and would be spread on the rivers of Paradise and

51 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (1987) and graded Hasan by al-Albani ({41525 in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidhi (2/373)
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then it would be said: ‘O inhabitants of Paradise, pour
water over them;’ then they would sprout forth like the
sprouting of seed in the silt carried by flood.” A man
among the people said: ‘(It appears) as if the Messenger of '
Allah (Jz54&4{(>) lived in the desert.””52

This will be the state of the people who commit major sins, such as
fornication, robbery, disobedience to parents, lying, cheating,
backbiting, and slandering. Is it not befitting for us while we are
alive to consider, know, and avoid these major sins, and to ask our
Lord (36 ) to distance us from them? And [is it not also befitting
for us] to not continue living in this life pretending to be heedless
and negligent as if this matter does not concern us until one of us
suddenly reaches the end of his appointed time and meets Allah with
these sins and heinous offenses? Thus, it is mandatory upon the
Muslim to advise himself, fear his Lord, and refrain from what He
(1&535%) has made unlawful for him.

[But bear in mind that] no matter what kind of sin or how many sins
you commit, verily, Allah (Js35¢) accepts the repentance of the one
who repents to him. Hence, it is not permissible for anyone amongst
us to despair in the mercy of Allah or loses hope in the clemency of
Allah; rather, a person should rush to repent and turn back to Allah
(332); and Allah forgives the sin of the one who repents no matter

how great it is. And consider this blessed call in the Magnificent
Qur’an:

52 Reported by Muslim (185)
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“Say: “O ‘Ibadi (My slaves) who have transgressed
against themselves (by committing evil deeds and sins)!
Despair not of the Mercy of Allah, verily Allah forgives all
sins. Truly, He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.” [Sarah
az-Zumar (39):53]

So, from the good things that are befitting for a person to do is advice
himself, fear Allah (¥&J+) and strive against himself in repenting
from all his bad deeds:
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“As for those who strive hard in Us (Our Cause), We will
surely guide them to Our Paths (i.e., Allah’s religion -
Islamic Monotheism). And verily, Allah is with the
Muhsiniin (good-doers).” [Stuirah al->’Ankabit (29):69]

Another matter concerning repentance is that it shows us the
greatness of the generosity and kindness of our Lord (JG5%L)
even though the obedience of the obedient ones does not benefit Him
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and nor does the disobedience of the sinners harm Him; He
(A&50e) said:
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“Whoever goes right, then he goes right only for the
benefit of his own self. And whoever goes astray, then he
goes astray to his own loss.” [Stirah al-Isra (17):15]

And Allah (J&5%52%) says in the Hadlith Qudst:
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“O My servants, even if the first amongst you and the last
amongst you and even the whole of the human race of
yours, and that of the Jinns, become (equal in) God-
conscious like the heart of a single person amongst you,
nothing of that would add to My Kingdom. O My servants,
even if the first amongst you and the last amongst you and
the whole human race of yours and that of the Jinns too in
unison become the most wicked (all beating) like the heart
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of a single person, it would cause no loss to My
Kingdom.”53

And notice Allah’s generosity and tremendous kindness with
regards to the one repenting; the Prophet (M2l ) said:
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“Verily, Allah is more pleased with the repentance of His
slave than a person riding his camel that is carrying his
provision of food and drink in a waterless desert and then
loses it (the camel). He, having lost all hope (to get it back),
comes to a tree and lies down in its shade, disheartened
about his camel; when all of a sudden, he finds the camel
standing before him. He takes hold of its reins and then
out of boundless joy blurts out: ‘O Allah, You are my slave
and I am Your lord.’ He commits this mistake out of
extreme joy.”54

53 Reported by Muslim (2577)
34 Reported by Muslim (2747)
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Allah (s3%) is pleased with the penitence of those that repent, and

He loves for them to repent; He sent the messengers and ordered the
people of knowledge and the propagators [of the religion] in His
book to direct and call the people to repent. The door of repentance
is open to human beings and will not close until one of the following
two matters occur: If a person’s soul comes to his throat (to exit) and
he witnesses death—because the repentance of the one who
witnesses death was like that of Pharaoh when he was about to
drown—his repentance will be rejected; and if the sun rises from the
west (a prophesized sign from the signs preceding the Day of
Judgment), repentance will also not be accepted; because when the
people witness this, all of them will believe in it and repentance at
this time will be of no benefit. So the repentance that is done before
these two circumstances is the beneficial one.

Thus, it is compulsory upon every single one of us to sincerely
advise himself and turn to Allah (Js3%) in repentance; and be
devoted to adhering to this Straight Path.

In summary, from the fundamental aspects of clinging to the
Straight Path is being cautious from the major sins and this entails
several matters: having knowledge about the major sins and being
well acquainted with them, striving against oneself in withholding
from them, being cautious of falling into them and repenting from
what has occurred (i.e., of previous sins). Above all of these:
Seeking assistance from Allah (J535%) in being protected from
committing them and being steadfast upon righteousness.
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6™ GUIDELINE: THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF IMAN (FAITH)
IN THE LAST DAY

From the directives of this blessed Siirah is the affirmation of Iman
in the Last Day (the Day of Resurrection), that great day in which
the people will stand in front of the Lord of all that exists (3&J) so
that He can compensate them according to what they put forth from
deeds in this world:
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“...That He may requite those, who do evil with that which
they have done (i.e., punish them in Hell) and reward those
who do good, with what is best (i.e., Paradise).” [Stuirah an-
Najm (53):31]

Sirah al-Fatihah establishes Faith in the Last Day and affirms this
aspect of creed in the hearts of the believers through their numerous
and constant repetition of this Sirak in their days and nights. Allah
(363 ) says in this Siirah about Himself:
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“The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge) of the Day
of Recompense (i.e., the Day of Resurrection).” [Stirah al-
Fatihah (1):3]

Meaning: The Owner of the Day of Recompense and Punishment. It
has been given this name because the people will be recompensed
for their deeds and requited for what they have put forth in this life.

Allah (55%) is ad-Dayyan (The Judge who requites, The King who
is obeyed) as has come in the Hadith of ‘Abdullah Tbn Unays (&)
who said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah (J5.£4) saying:
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“Allah will gather the servants (the narrator said: or ‘the
people’) naked, uncircumcised and without anything on
the Day of Judgment.” We asked, ‘What is meant by
“without anything”?’ The Prophet said, ‘They will have
nothing with them.” (The Prophet went on,) ‘They will be
called by a voice that is heard from afar just as it is heard
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from nearby saying, ‘I am the King. I am ad-Dayyan. None
of the people of Paradise will enter Paradise while any of
the people of the Fire are seeking him for some injustice
he did to him until I avenge him. And none of the people
of the Fire will enter the Fire while any of the people of
Paradise are seeking him for an injustice he did to him
until I avenge him even if it is just a slap.” We asked, ‘How
is this and we come to Allah naked, uncircumcised and
without anything?’ He said, ‘This applies to good actions
and evil actions.”” 55

Thus, this Sirah establishes this great foundation in His (JG5535%)

statement:
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“The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge) of the Day
of Recompense (i.e., the Day of Resurrection).” [Siirah al-
Fatihah (1):3]

It similarly contains this meaning in other places, such as: “All
praise and thanks are for Allah...” Indeed, from the completeness
of praising Allah (S&Js)—for which reason this Sirah was
revealed—is His resurrecting the servants and recompensing them
and rewarding the obedient from amongst them with the greatest and
most virtuous of rewards; thus, when Allah favors the people of

55 Reported by Ahmad (3/495) and graded Hasan Li Ghayrih by al-Albani (5:z5)
in Sahih at-Targhib (3608)
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Paradise on the Day of Resurrection with entering Paradise, they
commence their entrance into it with the praise and exaltation of
Allah, saying:

-
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“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has guided
us to this, and never could we have found guidance, were
it not that Allih had guided us!” [Stirah al-A’raf (7):43]

Allah conferred upon them in their worldly-life with being obedient
to him and with guidance and Faith; and will confer upon them on
the Day of Judgment with entrance into His Paradise and attainment
of His pleasure and rewards that He (J&3s) has prepared for the

people of Faith and his God-fearing servants. So, when they enter it,
they will say:
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“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, Who has guided
us to this.”

Meaning: If it was not for Him guiding us (J6525%), these blessings
would not have occurred, and we would not have acquired these
favors, virtues and this generosity and honor; these are completely
from the grace and favor of Allah (3&Js), and indeed, He is the

Bestower of Favor upon whomever He wishes from His servants.
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His statement, “The Lord of everything that exists,” also affirms
this tremendous foundation; because the Lord of everything that
exists (3&3%), is the One Who disposes of affairs and directs matters
in this universe. And from the things that He directs in this universe
(+sa) is His preparation of great rewards and splendid abodes for
those that obey Him, and His severe punishment for those that
disobey Him. Thus, he followed this verse up with His statement:
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“The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. The Only Owner
(and the Only Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense
(i.e., the Day of Resurrection).” [Sturah al-Fatihah (1):2-3]

Therefore, the one who obeys Allah (3 i) will earn the mercy and

rewards of Allah, and the one who disobeys Him will earn the
displeasure and punishment of Allah. The people are one of these
two types, the obedient and the disobedient, a group in Paradise and
a group in Hell.

Also, from the evidence of this Sirah for this foundation is His
statement (JJ5;35%) regarding the state of the people of Faith:
“You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help
(for each and everything).” [Siirah al-Fatihah (1):4]

Indeed, whoever reflects over this magnificent verse and Allah’s
extravagant wisdom in it, will realize that Allah (J&%s2) will
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never equate the Muwahhid (one who actualizes the Islamic
monotheism of Allah) servant with those who either deny or turn
away from being obedient to the Lord of the universe. Thus, when
Allah (1&;25%) mentioned Hell in the Noble Qur ‘an, He said:
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“None shall enter it save the most wretched, who denies
and turns away.” [Stirah al-Layl (92):15-16]

Meaning: He denied the knowledge and turned away from the
matter; so, he does not believe in the content that the Messengers
have come with and nor does he abide by the commandments that
they have come with. So, such a person will not be equated with the
people of Faith and obedience, the people who seek assistance from
Allah (1&35).

The three groups concerning the state of the people mentioned at the
end of the Sirah, similarly [works to establish the foundation of
Faith in the Last Day]:
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“Guide us to the Straight Way. The Way of those on whom
You have bestowed Your Grace, not (the way) of those
who earned Your Anger (such as the Jews), nor of those
who went astray (such as the Christians).” [Surah al-
Fatihah (1):5-7]
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Allah (3&J5) mentions that people are divided into three groups: a
group bestowed with favor and they are the people of Faith and those
upon Allah’s Straight Path which leads its people to the attainment
of the pleasure of Allah (JJ55;35%) and entrance into the gardens of

o

bliss; a group who earned the wrath of Allah (J5;25(%); and a group
who are lost and misguided from the Straight Path and the correct
way.

Now, will all these groups be brought together in one abode on the
Day of Judgment, in one place? Will they be considered equal?
Certainly not, by Allah! Rather, for those who have been favored
will be Allah’s Paradise, blessings and rewards; and for those who
earned His anger and went astray will be a blazing Fire that only the
most wretched enter. So, there is a difference between the two
groups: a group will be in Paradise and a group in the Fire.

Accordingly, if the believer contemplates over this wonderful
Stirah, he will continuously be mindful of Jman in the Last Day. The
day when he will be in front of Allah (JI5535%). The believer

becomes conscious that he will be rewarded, and Allah (J15;25%%) will
be pleased with him if he fulfills the acts of obedience and his
worship. If he leaves Allah’s Straight Path and strays from the

correct way, he will earn the punishment of Allah (1&;35%). And this
is not a matter of mere wishes:
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“It will not be following your desires (Muslims), nor those
of the people of the Scripture (Jews and Christians),
whosoever works evil, will have the recompense thereof.”
[Stirah an-Nisa (4):123]

And Allah (1&35%) is Just:

“...And your Lord treats no one with injustice.” [Sturah al-
Kahf (18):49]

This great day has many names that have been mentioned in the
Noble Qur’an, and the variety of its names is indicative of its
different attributes. The following names have been mentioned in
the Qur an:

<,

< Yawm at-Taghabun (The Day of Reckoning),

.‘

% as-Sakh-khah (The Day of Resurrection’s second blowing of
the Trumpet),

al-Qari’ah (The Striking Hour),

at-Tammah (The Catastrophe, i.e., the Day of Recompense),
al-Ghdashiyah (The Overwhelming),

al-Yawm al-Akhir (The Last Day),

as-Sa’ah (The Hour).
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These are many names for this Day, and each name is indicative of
one of its attributes. And from these names also is the one found in
Stirah al-Fatihah, the Day of Recompense, meaning, the Day of
Compensation and Reckoning. It is a must that a believer has
unwavering Faith in the Day of Judgement without any doubts and
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uncertainty. Whoever has doubt concerning the Day of Recompense
has disbelieved, Allah (&%) said:
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“Only those are the believers who have believed in Allah
and His Messenger and afterward doubt not.” [Siirah al-
Hujurat (49):15]

Meaning: They have certainty with no doubts. It is an obligation to
have firm faith, belief, trust, and conviction that there is a day of
recompense and reckoning and standing in front of Allah (J&;25%).
As the believer lives his life, with every step that he takes, he is
getting closer to the Last Day and further away from this world, as

it was said:
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“We rejoice with every day that passes, yet, every passing
day gets us closer to the appointed term.” Meaning, the
time of meeting Allah and standing in before him.

‘Al Ibn Abi Talib (&) said:
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“This world has departed with its back turned, and the
Hereafter has advanced facing forward; each one has
children, so be from the children of the Hereafter and not
from those of this world; for indeed, today is a time for
deeds and no accountability and tomorrow is a time for
accountability and no deeds.”>¢

Notice his words, “Tomorrow is a time for accountability and no
deeds,” because tomorrow—the Day of Recompense, the Day of
Reckoning—is not a place to perform good deeds. Rather the place
and time for deeds and actions occur are in this life. Ponder over the
length of your existence in this life now compare it to the Day of
Resurrection. The Prophet (S5 ) said:
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56 Added as commentary by al-Bukhari—in a way indicative of its soundness—
before Hadith # 6418.

110|Page




A SERIES OF GUIDELINES TAKEN FROM SURAH AL-FATIHAH

“The ages of (the people in) my nation will be between sixty
and seventy.”57

And many of the people might not reach sixty, their lives might
come to an end in their youth, and from them are those that exceed
sixty or seventy. However, generally speaking, the ages of the
people are between sixty and seventy. This is the length of time
spent in this worldly-life. Fifteen of those years are used before
reaching puberty and religious obligations. Another third is spent in
sleep—where nothing is counted against him. So, only thirty or
thirty-years only remain.

However, on the fields of the Day of Resurrection before the
reckoning starts—where the sun will only be a mile away from the
creation, and the people sweat different amounts of sweat—the
people will stand in this day for fifty thousand years!! So what
comparison is there between the length of a person’s life on this
earth and fifty thousand years that he will have to stand on a plain
that has no buildings, trees, plants, or anything else? And the people
will equally stand on this day: the ruler and those that were ruled,
the child and the adult, the man and the woman. They will stand
barefooted, naked, uncircumcised, and mute. Then after this, the
Lord (&%) will come to judge between the servants; because
once the duration of their standing becomes too long, they will go to
the prophets and ask them to intercede with Allah to start the

57 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (3550) and graded Hasan by al-Albani (:i425) in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidht (3/460)
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reckoning. They will come to Adam, but he will excuse himself.
They will come to Niih, but he will excuse himself. They will come
to Ibrahim, but he will excuse himself. They will corhe to Miisa, but
he will excuse himself, then they will come to ‘Isa, but he will
excuse himself; every single one of them will refer them to another
[prophet]. And ‘Isa (@) will refer them to Muhammad
(Asakiifle), and he (Bafi i) will go and fall down in
prostration to Allah under the Throne. He will praise and exalt Allah
with praises and glorification that Allah will teach him. Then it will
be said:
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“O Muhammad, raise your head; ask, and it would be
granted; intercede, and intercession would be accepted.”58

This is the ‘station of praise and glory’ that Allah has mentioned:
§ © 5A3E UG 3 sty J e b

“It may be that your Lord will raise you to Maqam
Mahmiid (a station of praise and glory, i.e., the honor of
intercession on the Day of Resurrection).” [Siirah al-Isra
17):79]

The early and later generations, as well as the prophets and
messengers, will envy him for this (i.e., the permissible envy). So,

58 Reported by al-Bukhar (4712) and Muslim (194)
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he (the Prophet) will intercede on behalf of the people with Allah to
start their Reckoning; and this is when the Lord will come, as Allah
(4G55%\e22) mentions in the Qur an:
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“And your Lord comes with the angels in rows, And Hell
will be brought near that Day. On that Day will man
remember, but how will that remembrance (then) avail
him? He will say: “Alas! Would that I had sent forth (good
deeds) for my life!” [Suirah al-Fajr (89):22-24]

Man will then realize that the true life is the one in the Hereafter, as,
for this life, it is one that will end. And regarding His statement:

¢ ® & G il & &5 p

“And your Lord comes with the angels in rows.” [Stirah
al-Fajr (89):22]

59 Reported by Ahmad (6/441) and authenticated by al-Albani (5z5) in Sahih al-
Jami’ (1551)
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It means that the angels will be lined up in rows behind other rows,
surrounding the creation; then, the Lord (S&is) will come to
commence the judgment, and this is from the perfection of His
Justice (JGE5EL).
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§ %% I3 585 ¢

“And Hell will be brought near that Day.” [Surah al-Fajr
(89): 23]

Hell will be dragged to the field of the gathering, as the Messenger
of Allah ({5.&4{%) said:
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“Hell will be brought on that Day (the Day of
Resurrection) with seventy thousand bridles, and with
every bridle will be seventy thousand angels, pulling it.”60

It will come angry and roaring at its people. We ask Allah (3&3) to

grant us and you all refuge from the Fire (of Hell). Then a bridge
will be erected over the brink of the Fire. It has been reported in

60 Reported by Muslim (2842)
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some Ahadith that this bridge is thinner than a strand of hair®! , and
the people will be ordered to cross it; the speed with which they
cross it will be according to their good deeds. The Prophet
(i) said:
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“Some of the believers will cross the bridge as quickly as
the blink of an eye, some others as quick as lightning, a
strong wind, fast horses or she-camels. So, some will be
safe without any harm; some will be safe after receiving
some scratches, and some will fall down into Hell (Fire).”62

As for the disbeliever, after he is brought, he will walk on his head
until he enters Hell. The scholars say: This is because, in this world,
he (the disbeliever) turned the religion and Faith upside down, so he
will be recompensed accordingly based on his actions; as Allah

(8353 said:

61 Abi Sa’1d al-Khudri () said: “It has reached me that the bridge is thinner than
a piece of hair and sharper than a sword.” Reported by Muslim (183) and there is
proof for this in the Hadith of ‘Aishah, which is Marfii: “Hell has a bridge thinner
than hair and sharper than a sword.” Reported by Ahmad (6/110)

62 Reported by al-Bukhari (7439) and Muslim (183)
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“We shall gather them together on the Day of
Resurrection on their faces, blind, dumb, and deaf.”
[Stirah al-Isra (17):97]

On the authority of Qatadah who was informed by Anas Ibn Malik
(&%) that a man said:
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“O Prophet of Allah, how will the non-believers be
assembled on the Day of Resurrection (by crawling) on
their faces? Thereupon he said: ‘Is He Who can make
them walk on their feet in this world not able to make them
walk upon their faces on the Day of Resurrection?’
Qatadah said: Of course, it is so, by the Might of our
Lord.”3

Then, with regards to the people entering Hell or being saved from
it and entering Paradise, they will be divided into three groups:

3 Reported by al-Bukhari (4860) and Muslim (2806)
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The first group: A group that will enter Hell and abide therein for
eternity; they will not be killed, so they will not die and nor will the
severity of the torment be lightened for them. And this is a
punishment for every disbeliever, polytheist, and atheist; as Allah
(I533) said:
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“But those who disbelieve (in the Oneness of Allah -
Islamic Monotheism) for them will be the Fire of Hell.
Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so
that they die, nor shall its torment be lightened for them.
Thus, do We requite every disbeliever! Therein they will
cry: “Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do righteous good
deeds, not (the evil deeds) that we used to do.” (Allah will
reply): “Did We not give you lives long enough, so that
whosoever would receive admonition, could receive it?
And the warner came to you. So, taste you (the evil of your
deeds). For the Zalimiin (polytheists and wrong-doers),
there is no helper.” [Siirah Fatir (35):37]
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The second group: A group that will enter Paradise right away
without reckoning or punishment; and they are those who ‘followed
a middle course’ and those who were ‘foremost in good deeds.’
Allah (1G5 said:

“Then We gave the (Book the Qur’an) as inheritance to
such of Our slaves whom We chose (the followers of
Muhammad J55.%5{). Then of them are some who
wrong their own selves, and of them are some who follow
a middle course, and of them are some who are, by Allah’s
Leave, foremost in good deeds. That (inheritance of the
Qur’an) is indeed a great grace. ‘Adn (Eden) Paradise
(everlasting Gardens) will they enter.” [Surah Fatir (35):
32-33]

So as for the three types of people mentioned here—those who
wrong themselves, those who follow a middle course and those who
are foremost in good deeds—the ones who followed a middle course
and the ones who were foremost in good deeds will enter the
Gardens of Eden (Paradise) without reckoning and punishment. The
‘one who follows a middle course’ is he who fulfills the
commandments and abstains from the prohibitions; the ‘one who is
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foremost in good deeds’ is he who exceeds this by performing the
strongly recommended deeds and abstains from the disliked matters
and competes in performing the good deeds.

The third group: of the three is the ‘one who wronged himself.’
This group will be subject to punishment and reckoning. If Allah
(1%539%) punishes them in the Fire of Hell on the Day of

Resurrection, He (353 ) will not make them abide in it for eternity.

Only the disbeliever and polytheist will permanently abide in Hell.
As for those who committed major sins, if they enter the Fire on the
Day of Resurrection because of their bad deeds and major sins that
are less than the sin of disbelief in Allah (1&;35%), they will remain
therein only to be purified and cleansed. Then they will be deserving
of entering Paradise. And Paradise is an abode of absolute purity
(i.e., complete goodness) for the pure ones. For this reason, the
angels will say:
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“You have done well, so enter here to abide therein.”
[Stirah az-Zumar (39):73]

If a person has goodness in him, but with some filth, surely, he will
be cleansed of this filth; then, he will enter Paradise after the
purification and cleansing. So, the people of Tawhid who will enter
the Fire, is one of cleansing and purification. In contrast, the
disbelievers’ entering it is one of eternal torment. These are the three
groups that the people will be divided into on the Day of
Resurrection.
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Once the disobedient from the people of Tawhid have completely
exited Hell and entered into Paradise, death will be slaughtered, and
it will be said:

“O people of Paradise, an eternity for you and no death. O
people of Hell, an eternity for you and no death.”

On the authority of Abi Sa’id al-Khudri (&) who said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (JZ54£4{(>) said: ‘On the Day of
Resurrection Death will be brought forward in the shape
of a black and white ram. Then a call maker will call, ‘O
people of Paradise!” Thereupon they will stretch their
necks and look carefully. The caller will say, ‘Do you know
this?’ They will say, ‘Yes, this is Death.” By then all of
them will have seen it. Then it will be announced again, ‘O
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people of Hell?’ They will stretch their necks and look
carefully. The caller will say, ‘Do you know this?’ They
will say, ‘Yes, this is Death.” And by then all of them will
have seen it. Then it (the ram) will be slaughtered and the
caller will say, ‘O people of Paradise! Eternity for you and
no death, O people of Hell! Eternity for you and no death.’
Then the Prophet, recited: ‘And warn them of the Day of
grief and distress when the case has been decided, while
(now) they are in a state of carelessness.” ‘These people
that are in a state of carelessness are the people of this
world: ¢...and they do not believe.”” [Stirah Maryam (19):
39]64

The Book (the Qur’an) and the Sunnah have come with a clear
explanation and a sufficient clarification regarding what will take
place on that great Day from the recompense, the reckoning, the
punishments and the division of the people into two groups: A group
in Paradise and a group in Hell. So, from the great foundations and
principles of Faith is /man in the Last Day. And whoever does not
believe in the Last day is a disbeliever in Allah; Allah (1\&35\%) will
not accept anything from them. For this reason, there are numerous
texts that mention this (belief in the Last Day) along with the other
articles of man, like the statement of Allah (J16534%):

64 Reported by al-Bukhari (4830) and Muslim (2849)
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“It is not al-Birr (piety, righteousness, and each and every
act of obedience to Allah, etc.) that you turn your faces
towards east and (or) west (in prayers); but al-Birr is (the
quality of) the one who believes in Allidh, the Last Day, the
Angels, the Book, the Prophets.” [Sairah al-Baqarah (2):
177]

And Allah ((1&;35%) said:
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“The Messenger (Muhammad ;25:5%4(=) believes in what
has been sent down to him from his Lord, and (so do) the
believers. Each one believes in Allah, His Angels, His
Books, and His Messengers. (They say), “We make no
distinction between one another of His Messengers” and
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they say, “We hear, and we obey. (We seek) Your
Forgiveness, our Lord, and to You is the return (of all).”
[Sturah al-Baqarah (2):285]

Allah mentioned these principles: Belief in Allah, belief in the
Angels, belief in the Book (the Qur’an), belief in the Messengers
and belief in the Last Day. And Allah (J55535%) said:
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“0 you who believe! Believe in Allah, and His Messenger
(Muhammad J25:£4{(>), and the Book (the Qur 'a@n) which
He has sent down to His Messenger, and the Scripture
which He sent down to those before (him), and whosoever
disbelieves in Allah, His Angels, His Books, His
Messengers, and the Last Day, then indeed he has strayed
far away.” [Stirah an-Nisa (4):136]

Belief in Allah and in the Last Day are principles from the principles
of Iman which are the pillars of the religion upon which it stands.
Thus, when Jibril came—in the famous Hadith—to the Prophet
(Jz54%454) and he asked him about /man. The Prophet said:
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“It is that you believe in Allah, His angels, His books, His
messengers and the Last Day and that you believe in
preordainment, its bad and good.”%

And as the believer recites the Book of Allah (33 ), he increases

in Iman because the clear verses and manifest proofs for this Day
and the standing in front of Allah and returning to Him are many in
the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Prophet (J54£4{>). You

will come across many of these verses in the Qur ‘an:
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“Surely! unto your Lord is the return.” [Sairah al-’Alaq
(96): 8]
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“And to You is the return (of all).” [Surah al-Baqarah
(2):285]
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65 Reported by Muslim (8)
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Verily, to Us will be their return; (25) Then, for Us will be
their reckoning.” [Stirah al-Ghashiyah (88):25-26]

These verses and other than them guide you and clarify to you that
your end and return is to Allah; and that you will stand in front of
Him and that He ({1535%) will hold you to account. So, the believer
continues to increase in his conviction and Jman in the Last Day
through reading the Qur ‘an.

The scholars say that /man in the Last Day is two levels:

The First Level: This is what is required of every Muslim, and if it
is not present in a person, then he is a disbeliever and not from the
people of this religion. And it is that a person considers as truth,
believes and holds that there will be a day for reckoning, for
punishment, for standing before Allah (J&;%5\2), in which Allah

(Js52) will recompense the people for their deeds and what they put

forth from actions in this life. This is called ‘al-Iman al-Jazim’ (the
unwavering belief); the meaning of “‘unwavering’ is that it is not
mixed with doubt or suspicion and we have already mentioned the
statement of Allah (JG5525%):
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“Only those are the believers who have believed in Allih
and His Messenger and afterward doubt not.” [Siirah al-
Hujurat (49):15]
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It is Iman that has no suspicion or doubt. If there is doubt found in
one’s belief in the Last day or in any of the principles of Faith, then
His Iman will be negated—it will not remain with the existence of
doubt.

The Second Level: This is ‘al-Iman ar-Rasikh’ (the well-
established belief) in the Last Day. And this is higher than ‘al-Iman
al-Jazim’ (the unwavering belief). ‘Well-established belief” means
that a servant brings this Day to mind and constantly fears it, as well

Lo

as being conscious of the meeting with Allah (J;35%5) and standing

before Him—his mind is forever occupied with preparing for this
Day. Thus, the people with this level of /man will obtain a high-
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status and a lofty station when they meet Allah (J15535%5):
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“Saying: “Aforetime, we were afraid (of the punishment of
Allah) among our families. “So Allah has been gracious to
us and has saved us from the torment of the Fire.” [Stirah
at-Tar (52):27]

Then as for him who will be given his Record in his right
hand will say: “Here! Read my Record! Surely, I did

126 |Page



A SERIES OF GUIDELINES TAKEN FROM SURAH AL-FATIHAH

believe that I shall meet my Account!” [Siirah al-Haqqah
(69):19-20]

“I did believe,” meaning that I firmly believed while in the worldly-
life that I would meet my reckoning and judgment. And bringing
this to mind is really important; it has excellent effects on a person’s
behavior. It has come in a Hadith that the Messenger of Allah
(Jz544{l) would place his right hand under his cheek when he
would lie down and say:
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“O Allah, safeguard me from Your Punishment the Day
You resurrect your slaves.”%6

He (4z5.84{(>) would regularly remind himself of the reckoning,
resurrection, and standing before Allah. So, the ‘well-established
Faith’ entails that a person is conscious of the return to Allah
(A5535%), the departure from the worldly life, and the standing of the

servants in front of Allah (3&s).

This high level of Faith which is known as ‘al-Iman ar-Rasikh’ (the
well-established belief) can only be achieved through reading the
Qur’an and Ahadith (prophetic narrations) and pondering over the
verses and texts which contain a clarification of this matter. And the
people of knowledge have authored numerous writings concerning

% Reported by Abit Dawiid (5045) and authenticated by al-Albani (%44 in Sahih
Sunan AbT Dawiid (3/240)
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Belief in the Last Day. Some of them have writings concerning the
Fire, like the book, an-Nar (The Fire) or al-Jannah (Paradise) or
Ahwal Yawm al-Qiyamah (The Terrors of the Day of Judgment); or
concerning some of the details of events that occur on the Day of
Judgment like The Scale, the Bridge or what is similar to that. And
the intent of the authors of these books was not to merely give
evidence for ‘al-Iman al-Jazim’ (the unwavering belief), rather so
that the believer can read them and cause his /man to become well-
established, stronger and more stable. So that he can be acquainted
with the close details of what will take place on the Day—thus, his
link with Allah will strengthen and his desire for His Mercy, Virtue,
and Grace will increase, as well as his fear and apprehension of the

e

punishment, wrath, and displeasure of Allah (J%;35%). Therefore,
the well-established /man can only be earned through such readings.

You will notice that in many texts of the Qur’an and the Sunnah,
Allah (563 ) will mention a righteous act that He is pleased with or

a prohibition that He is forbidding His servant from; and He will
mention before it Iman in Allah and the Last Day, as is in His
statement:
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“That will be an admonition given to him who believes in
Allah and the Last Day.” [Sarah at-Talaq (65):2]

And in His statement:
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“Let not pity withhold you in their case, in a punishment
prescribed by Allah, if you believe in Allah and the Last
Day.” [Suirah an-Nar (24):2]

Similarly, in the Sunnah, various Ahddith mention orders or
prohibitions tied with /man in the Last Day, like his statement
(Baiaigl):
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“He who believes in Allah and the Last Day let him not
harm his neighbor; he who believes in Allih and the Last
Day let him show hospitality to his guest; he who believes

in Allah and the Last Day let him speak good or remain
silent.”¢7

57 Reported by al-Bukhiri (6078) and Muslim (47)
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“It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah
and the Last Day to make a journey of one day and night
unless she is accompanied by a Mahram (husband or any
other relative to whom she is prohibited from
marrying).”’¢8

And the intent behind this is so that Belief in Allah and the Last Day
is brought to mind; as for reminding ourselves with our belief in
Allah, then this is because Allah (5&3 ) is the One Whom we intend
with our deeds. As for bringing belief in the Last Day to mind, then
this is because this is the Day of Recompense for the deeds that we
worked. Thus, it is a must to be mindful of and bring the following
to mind, especially when a servant is getting ready to perform an act
of worship or refrain from sin.

This belief continues to guide and direct the servant to every good,
success, and happiness in this world and the next. Still, if he forgets
about this Belief or pretends to forget about it, he will start to get
weak, and his religion and Iman will also start to weaken. Hence,
our need to strengthen our hearts with Faith in Allah, the Last Day,
and the rest of the pillars of Iman is truly dire:

68 Reported by al-Bukhari (1088) and Muslim (1339)
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“The Bedouins say: “We believe.” Say to them: “You
believe not, instead say, ‘We have surrendered (in Islam),’
for Faith has not yet entered your hearts.” [Siirah al-
Hujurat (49):14]

Meaning: Faith has not firmly settled in your hearts. Because the
people of Faith do not all have the same level of Iman. The
Companions (of the Prophet) (#&di5) would sit with the Prophet
(Jz5464{1>). He would admonish them and remind them about the
Last Day, and it would be as if they saw, with their eyes, Paradise
and Hell! And he (J5.£5{) said:

“Whoever wishes to look at the Day of Resurrection as if
he sees it with his eye, then let him recite: ‘I/dhash-shamsu
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kuwwirat’(at-Takwir) and ‘Idhas-sama un-fatarat’ (al-
Infitar) and ‘Idhas-sama un-shaqqat’ (al-Inshiqaq)”®?

And the meaning of this is that reading these chapters (mentioned in
the Hadith) while pondering over them will cause you to visualize
the Day of Resurrection and its terrors as if you are looking at them.

The Last Day for each person will actually commence with the
departure of his soul from his body; thus, the scholars say: “The one
who died, his Resurrection has begun.” This is because as soon as a
person dies, their actions will cease—he will not be able to pray,
fast, give charity or pay the mandatory alms. One of the Salaf once
held his soul to account, saying: “O self, if you die, who will offer
Salah on your behalf? Who will perform Hajj for you? Who will fast
for you? Who will do this and that for you...?”

And the grave is the first stage from the stages of the Hereafter, and
in it, a person will either find bliss or torment; and it starts once the
diseased is entered into his grave. This is why the scholars define
Faith in the Last Day as Belief in everything that will take place after
death, starting from the point where a person is entered into his
grave. On the authority of Ab@l Hurairah (4) who narrated that the

Messenger of Allah (Jzsak4i{l) said:
d\.u Q "’°f Q)K.L; Vé:j';
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6 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (3333) and authenticated by al-Albani (&4z5) in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidhi (3/364)
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“When the deceased - or he said when one of you - is
buried, two angels, black and blue (eyed) come to him. One
of them is called al-Munkar and the other an-NaKir. They
say: ‘What did you use to say about this man?’ So, he says
what he used to say (before death). ‘He is Allah’s slave and
His Messenger. I testify that none has the right to be
worshipped, but Allah and that Muhammad is His slave
and His Messenger.” So, they say: ‘We knew that you
would say this.” Then his grave is expanded to seventy by
seventy cubits, and then it is illuminated for him. Then it
is said to him: ‘Sleep.” So, he says: ‘Can I return to my
family to inform them?’ They say: ‘Sleep as a newlywed,
whom none awakens but the dearest of his family until
Allah resurrects him from his resting place.” If he was a
hypocrite, he would say: ‘I heard people saying something,
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so I said the same; I do not know.’ So, they said: ‘We knew
you would say that.” So, the earth is told: ‘Constrict him.’
So, it constricts around him, squeezing his ribs together.
He continues being punished like that until Allah
resurrects him from his resting place.””0

And these (questions that one is asked in the grave) are referred to
as ‘the three principles’ by the people of knowledge because they
are the first questions that a person is asked as soon as he enters his
grave. It is a test that requires adequate preparation. So, what is our
preparation for these ‘three principles’? And indeed, the Prophet
(PE=iak) has said:
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“He has found the taste of Faith (Iman) who is content with
Allah as his Lord, with Islam as his religion (code of life)

and with Muhammad (J5:%4{(=) as his Prophet.””!

The believer is endowed with gifts in his grave while a disbeliever
is punished in his, as Allah (JG&%=2) said:

70 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (1071) and authenticated by al-Albani (1iz5) in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidhi (1/544)
"1 Reported by Muslim (24)
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“The Fire; they are exposed to it, morning and afternoon,
and on the Day when the Hour will be established (it will
be said to the angels): “Cause Fir’awn’s (Pharaoh) people
to enter the severest torment!” [Strah Ghafir (40):46]

Pharaoh’s people are exposed to the Fire every morning and
afternoon until the Day of Resurrection. On this Day, they will enter
the severest punishment. And the Prophet (Ei2iafe) said: “The

punishment of the grave is real.””? And he (FE2i.f) said: “Seek
refuge with Allah from the punishment of the grave.””® And he
(FAGEIL) said:

;j;u‘@\uﬁm,wrs:”\ |
“When anyone of you has done his Tashahhud during
Salah (prayer), let him seek refuge in Allah against four

things and say:

72 Reported by Ahmad (4/174) and authenticated by al-Albani (4iz5) in as-
Sahthah (1377)
73 Reported by Muslim (2867)
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‘O Allah! I seek refuge with You from the torment of Hell,

the torment of the grave, from the trials of life and death,
and from the trial of al-Masth ad-Dajjal (Antichrist).””7*

And when will a person die and separate from this life? He does not
know! It could be in an hour or two, or in a day or two. Allah
(de58a) says:

— //; %5
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“For every matter, there is a Decree (from Allah).” [Starah
ar-Ra’ad (13):38]

And he (JG8L) says:

>
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“When their term comes, neither can they delay it, nor can
they advance it an hour (or a moment).” [Siirah al-’Araf
(7):34]

Thus, it befits a person to be prepared and ready for this Day,
keeping in mind that he will meet Allah (J535%) and stand before

74 Reported by Muslim (588)
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Him and that He will recompense and hold the reckoning; and that
the Scale on the Day of Resurrection will calculate deeds that are
the weight of an atom:
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“So, whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom
(or a small ant) shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal
to the weight of an atom (or a small ant), shall see it.” (az-
Zalzalah (99):7-8]

We ask Allah for safety and security and success to fulfill what He
loves and is pleased with.
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7™ GUIDELINE: ESTABLISHMENT
OF THE BELIEF IN AL-QADAR
(DIVINE PRE-DECREE

From the guidelines of this S#rah is its clarification and affirmation
of Iman in the Pre-Decree of Allah ({1&;%\=2) which is an article
from the articles of Iman. The articles (pillars) of /man that have
been clarified in Book of Allah (J\&;%\2) and the Sunnah of His
Messenger (Jz5454{(>) are six, and from these pillars is [man in the
Qadar (divine Pre-Decree) of Allah and that Allah is capable of all
things; and that whatever Allah wills, it will occur and whatever He
does not wish to occur will not occur and that all affairs are under
His control and disposal—there is none to put back His Judgment.
None can repel His Ruling ((&%52). Faith in the Divine
Preordainment is indeed from the pillars of /man, and no obedience
will be accepted from a servant and nor will he benefit from his
deeds if he does not believe in it. Thus when Ibn ‘Umar () heard

of a group of people that reject the Divine Pre-Decree, he said: “If
you meet those people, inform them that I am free from them and
they are free from me; and by He Who ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Umar swears
by (i.e., Allah), if one of them gave gold in charity the weight of the
mountain of Uhud, Allah would not accept it from him until he
believes in the Divine Pre-Decree. “After that, he reported from his
father the Long Hadith of Jibril which makes mention of Jibril

138 |Page



A SERIES OF GUIDELINES TAKEN FROM SURAH AL-FATIHAH

asking the Prophet (Jzs&4{>) about Islam, Iman, Ihsan and the
Hour and its signs.”>

So, Belief in the Divine Preordainment is one of the pillars of Iman
and one of the foundations of Islam. The example of Iman is like
that of the tree, which has a solid foundation; /man can only be
established with a solid foundation (root). Allah said:

b 5 Gl S i o S50
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“See you not how Allah sets forth a parable? — A goodly
word as a goodly tree, whose root is firmly fixed, and its
branches (reach) to the sky (i.e., very high).” [Surah
Ibrahim (14):24]

This is the parable for /man which Allah set forth; it is a tree that
has a firm foundation, and if its roots (its foundation) are cut off, the
tree will die; similarly, Iman has firm foundations, and if all or some
of these foundations are gone, there will be no Jman left, and this is
the meaning of the statement of Allah (15253):

75 Collected in Sahih Muslim (8)
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“And whosoever disbelieves in Faith [i.e., in the Oneness
of Allah and in all the other Articles of Faith, i.e., His
(Allah’s), Angels, His Holy Books, His Messengers, the
Day of Resurrection and al-Qadar (Divine
Preordainments)], then fruitless is his work. In the
Hereafter, he will be among the losers.” [Siirah al-
Ma’idah (5):5]

And this is because Iman and Islam can only be established upon
these foundations from which is the belief in the Divine Pre-Decree.
It has been affirmed from Ibn ‘Abbas (&zdiz) that he said: “Faith
in the Divine Pre-Decree is the Nidham (regulation) for Tawhid,
whoever believes in Allah but denies the Divine Pre-Decree, his
denial will negate his Tawhid.”76 And his words are clear (ac 4l 2,

+Ls,15); what he said means that denial of the Divine Pre-Decree is a

denial of Faith and the Tawhid of The Most Merciful (Allah).

76 Reported by ‘Abdullah Ibn al-Imam Ahmad in his book, as-Sunnah (3/422) and
al-Lalaka’i in Sharh Usil I'tigad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah (4/742)
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What will further clarify this matter is the statement of Imam
Ahmad (4¥z5): “The Divine Pre-Decree is the Ability and
Power of Allah;””7and Allah (3= ) is capable of all things:

@ 28 .21 dh )
“Verily, Allah can do all things.” [S@irah al-Baqarah (2):109]

So, the one who disbelieves in the Divine Predestiny disbelieves in
the Power of Allah and, as a result, disbelieves in Allah (J&%2),
and such a person is a disbeliever, he is not a Muslim. Similarly, al-
Hasan al-Basr1 (5il2) said: “Whoever rejects the Divine Predestiny
has rejected Islam.”7® So Belief in the Qadar is truly an important
foundation from the foundations of Iman. For this reason, there are
many verses in the Noble Qur’an that affirm this and the fact that

all matters are by the Pre-Decree of Allah (1s552), like His statement:

R

“Verily, Allah can do all things.” [Siirah al-Baqarah (2):109]

"7 Reported by Ibn Hani in his book, Masa il al-Imam Ahmad (2/155), Tahqiq of
Zahir ash-Shawish.

78 Collected by al-Lalaka’i in Sharh Usil I'tigad Ahlis-Sunnah wal-Jama’ah
(4/755)
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“Verily, We have created all things with Qadar (Divine
Preordainments of all things before their creation, as
written in the Book of Decrees Al-Lauh Al-Mahfuz).”
[Surah al-Qamar (54):49]

And His statement:
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“And the Command of Allah is a decree determined.”
[Strah al-Ahzab (32):38]

And His statement:
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“Then you came here according to the fixed term which I
ordained (for you), O Misa (Moses)!” [Surah Ta-Ha (20):
40]

\n,\z“*

& © s L% I cis

And His statement:
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“Glorify the Name of your Lord, the Most High, (1) Who
has created (everything), and then proportioned it; (2)
And Who has measured (preordainments for everything
even to be blessed or wretched); and then guided (i.e.,
showed mankind the right as well as wrong paths, and
guided the animals to pasture).” [Stirah al-A’la (87):1-3]

And His statement:

0
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“And you cannot will, unless (it be) that Allah wills, the
Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists).”
[Stirah at-Takwir (81):29]

There are many verses like these in the Noble Qur’an that affirm
that all the affairs are by the Divine Preordainments of Allah; it is
He who brought this universe into existence from nothing and
created the people:

ax@w&JJsam::;@M;um,ﬁé”
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“Did We not create you from despised water (semen)?
Then We placed it in a place of safety (womb), For a
known period (determined by gestation)? So, We did
measure, and We are the Best to measure (the things).”
[Sturah al-Mursalat (77):23]
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Mankind did not exist before, Allah brought them into existence and
gave them the ability to hear, see, and granted them power and free
will—this is all from the Pre-Decree of Allah:

‘%@L&J-«w e Raeed

“So, We did measure, and We are the Best to measure (the
things).” [Stuirah al-Mursalat (77):23]

And Allah (3&s) can do all things. All things in this universe only
occur by the Wish, Power, and Will of Allah, since this universe
belongs to Allah. He deals with it as He wishes, and executes in it
as He wills—none can put back His Judgments or repel His rulings:
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“Whatever of mercy (i.e., of good), Allih may grant to
mankind, none can withhold it, and whatever He may
withhold, none can grant it after that. And He is the All-
Mighty, the All-Wise.” [Stirah Fitir (35):2]

Everything is under the Predestiny of Allah, and He (1&;35%) is the
Disposer of affairs and the One Who directs matters in this universe.
So, having Iman in the Divine Predestination is a great article from
the articles of Faith,; and Siirah al-Fatihah affirms this tremendous
article in many places such as:
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“All the praises and thanks be to Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists).” [Surah al-
Fatihah (1):1]

This contains your praise and exaltation for Allah, His beautiful
Names, and lofty Attributes. And from the Names of Allah which
you are praising Him for is al-Qadir (The All-Powerful). Allah
(JG5%\e2) is praised and thanked for His Names, Attributes, Favors,
and Gifts. And from the things that you should praise and exalt Allah
for is the blessing of Faith that He has guided you to and favored
you with; Allah (J&52) said:
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“But Allah has endeared the Faith to you and has
beautified it in your hearts, and has made disbelief,
wickedness, and disobedience (to Allah and His Messenger
Js4kid{io) hateful to you. Such are they who are the
rightly guided, (This is) a Grace from Allah and His
Favor.” [Sarah al-Hujurat (49):7-8]

So, your guidance to Faith is a Grace from Allah:

145|Page



7TH GUIDELINE: ESTABLISHMENT OF THE BELIEF IN AL-QADAR (DIVINE
PRE-DECREE

“And had it not been for the Grace of Allah and His Mercy
on you, not one of you would ever have been pure from
sins. But Allah purifies (guides to Islam) whom He wills.”
[Strah an-Nir (24):21]
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“They regard as a favor to you (O Muhammad JZ5. &)
that they have embraced Islam. Say: “Count not your
Islam as a favor to me. Nay, but Allah has conferred a
favor upon you that He has guided you to the Faith if you
indeed are true.” [Siirah al-Hujurat (49):17]

Eman is truly a favor from Allah:
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“Had it not been for the Grace and Mercy of Allah upon
you, you would have followed Shaytan (Satan), save a few
of you.” [Siirah an-Nisa (4):83]
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And the entirety of the matter is for Allah. When you recite:
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“All the praises and thanks are for Allah.” [Sarah al-
Fatihah (1):1]

You are praising and exalting Allah for His Names, Attributes,
Greatness, and Magnificence; as well as His Complete Power,
Tremendous Will and His directing and managing of affairs in this
universe—thus ‘al-Hamd’ (the praise and exaltation of Allah)
contains Faith in the Divine Pre-Decree.

And in His statement;
£ O sl 25 4

“...The Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that
exists).” [Surah al-Fatihah (1):1]

It similarly contains Faith in the Divine Pre-Decree, because Belief
in the Divine Pre-Decree is necessitated by Belief in the Lordship of
Allah; when you say:

§ O addl 5 p

“The Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinn & all that exists),” you
have believed that Allah (Js32) is the Lord of all that exists and in
all the meanings that the Lordship of Allah entails; and from these
meanings is: [Allah’s exclusive acts of] creating, sustaining and
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providing, disposing of affairs and directing and giving life and
death. And when you read:
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The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful [Stirah al-Fatihah (1): 2],
this also contains the belief in the Divine Pre-Decree because you
are hoping for Allah’s mercy; and through this hope, you recognize
that you are desperately in need of Allah and His Guidance, Grace,
Gifts, Favors, and Mercy—you cannot be without Him for a blink
of an eye. Also, when you recite:

£

“And You (Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything).”
[Sarah al-Fatihah (1):4], it likewise contains Belief in the Divine
Pre-Decree; you are seeking help from Allah because He is the One
Who is capable of all things; you seek His aid because in His Hands
is the reigns of all things and He (J&35%) does with His creation

what He pleases. Your statement:
§ & 5l Bogl Gasl

“Guide us to the Straight Way” [Surah al-Fatihah (1):5], also
contains Belief in the Divine Pre-Decree because you are requesting
guidance from the One Who in His Hands is guidance, Allah
(J5;%\e22) said to His Prophet (Jasafedie):
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“Verily! You (O Muhammad Jz;5.¢5{() guide not whom
you like, but Allah guides whom He wills.” [Siirah al-
Qasas (28): 56]7°

And He said to him:
§ i e 5+ P

“Not upon you (Muhammad J5:%4{(>) is their guidance.”
[Stirah al-Baqarah (2):272]

And He (J&;%52) said:
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“Is he, then, to whom the evil of his deeds made fair-
seeming, so that he considers it as good (equal to one who
is rightly guided)? Verily, Allah sends astray whom He
wills and guides whom He wills. So, don’t destroy yourself

7 1t was revealed regarding the death of Abd Talib (the Uncle of Prophet
(Azsadefle) who died upon disbelief) and it was reported by al-Bukhari (4772)
and Muslim (24)
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(O Muhammad J5.%4{(2) in sorrow for them.” [Siirah
Fatir (35):8]

And when the Prophet (¥EG<ie) would give a sermon to the
people, he would say:
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“All praise and thanks are due to Allah; we seek His Help,
and we seek His Forgiveness. Whosoever Allah guides,
then none can misguide him, and whosoever Allah leaves
to stray, then none can guide him.”80

And it has come in the long Hadith of Abii Dhar that Allah
(AG58L) says:
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“O My servants, all of you are liable to err except one
whom I guide on the right path, so seek guidance from Me
so that I should direct you to the right path.”8!

Meaning: “Seek guidance from Me, and I will grant you success to
walk on its Path.” And our Prophet (8Ei(2ixk) use to urge his

8 Reported by Muslim (868)
81 Reported by Muslim (2577)
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Companions to request guidance from Allah, like his advice to ‘Ali
(a): “Say:
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‘O Allah, guide me and grant me steadfastness upon the
Straight Path.”’82

And his statement:;
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“O Allah, I ask You for guidance, piety, chastity, and self-
sufficiency.”83

And his statement regarding the supplication made in the night
prayer:
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“O Allah, guide me among those whom You have
guided.”84

82 Reported by Muslim (2725)

8 Reported by Muslim (2721)

8 Reported by Abii Dawiid (1452) and authenticated by al-Albant (5425 in Sakhih
Sunan Abi Dawiid (1/392)
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Also, it has been affirmed that He (4de 4y &) < sla) use to say in
his supplication:
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“O Allah, it is unto You that I surrender myself. I affirm
my faith in You and repose my trust in You and turn to
You in repentance and with Your help fought my
adversaries. O Allah, I seek refuge in You with Your
Power—there is no God worthy of worship but You—that
you lead me astray. You are the Ever-Living that never
dies, while the Jinn and mankind die.”%5

And he (BEGNEIE) said:
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“O Allah! Controller of the hearts, direct our hearts to
Your obedience.”’86

And the supplication he used to make most was:

85 Reported by al-Bukhar (7383) and Muslim (27 17) and this is his wording.
8 Reported by Muslim (2654)
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“O Controller of the hearts, make my heart steadfast in
Your religion.”8”

In the same way, your recitation of:
s o

“...0On whom You have bestowed Your Grace,” [Sirah al-
Fatihah (1):6] shows your Faith in the fact that all favors and
blessings are from Allah, whether it is the favor of health, wealth,
guidance to fulfill acts of worship and belief. Therefore, this Sirah
encompasses and affirms the concept of Belief in the Divine
Predestination from many angles. And the Muslim who regularly
repeats this and is conscious of its meanings and believes in its
directives; must believe in the Divine Pre-Decree and that all affairs
are under the Power of Allah: What He wills will occur and what he
doesn’t will won’t occur, and there is no might or power except with
Allah, the Exalted, The Magnificent.

It behooves every Muslim to know the importance of having faith in
the Divine Pre-Decree and its elevated status; as well as the
tremendous benefits it reaps for the servant in his religion and
worldly-life: It grants the heart strength, trust in Allah, a good
relationship with Him, devotion and turning to His obedience; and

87 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (3522) and authenticated by al-Albani ({iX%5) in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidhi (3/447)
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it likewise makes the heart realize its desperate need for Allah and
supplication to Him Alone, as well as encouraging it to trust Him
Alone and seek his aid and frequently ask Him for guidance,
success, and steadfastness. It similarly grants the servant strength in
fulfilling acts of worship and obedience, and it increases his patience
during calamities; because the one who believes in the Divine
Preordainments knows that what afflicted him would not have
missed him and what missed him would not have afflicted him, as
Allah (J&552L) said:
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“No calamity befalls, but by the Leave [i.e., Decision and
Qadar (Divine Preordainments)] of Allah, and whosoever
believes in Allah, He guides his heart [to the true Faith
with certainty, i.e., what has befallen him was already
written for him by Allah from the Qadar (Divine
Preordainments)].” [Stirah at-Taghabun (64):11]

Thus, having Faith in the Divine Pre-Decree is from the means of
attaining guidance for the hearts to all good, success, and elevation
in this world and the next. Accordingly, the Messenger

(BEEEIe) said:

“How wonderful is the case of a believer; it is good for him
in every situation, and this applies only to a believer. If
prosperity attends him, he expresses gratitude to Allah,
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and that is good for him. If adversity befalls him, he
endures it patiently, and that is better for him.”s8

As such, the believer resorts to Allah in all cases: If he is healthy
and well or wealthy, he praises and thanks Allah; and if he is ill, he
is patient and invokes Allah; and if he is poor, he supplicates to
Allah with the reported supplication from the Messenger of Allah
(o).
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“O Allah! Suffice me with what You make lawful so that I
may be in no need of what You make unlawful, and enrich
and suffice me by Your Grace so that I do not depend on
other than You.”89

So, he (the servant of Allah) turns to Allah, because he firmly
believes that all matters are under His Power. Thus, it becomes
evident that Belief in the Divine Pre-Decree has a blessed effect and
tremendous benefits—that cannot be enumerated or counted—that
rectify the servant with regards to his religion and worldly life.
Conversely, if a person rejects Belief in the Divine Pre-Decree,
everything will be ruined for him, he will be deprived of all good.
He will draw on himself all failure, loss, and regret in this world and
the Hereafter. This is among the matters that makes clear to us that

8 Reported by Muslim (2999)
% Reported by at-Tirmidhi (3563) and authenticated by al-Albani (1Xz5) in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidhi (3/464)
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belief in the Divine Pre-Decree is a foundation that the tree of Iman
firmly stands upon; it will not bear fruit, blossom and ripen unless
this blessed root is present. And the more a person’s belief in the
Divine Pre-Decree increases, the more goodness will increase and
develop in him.

What is similarly befitting for us to know is that people discuss the
Divine Pre-Decree in one of two ways:

The First Way: A person delves into the matters of the Divine Pre-
Decree with his mere intellect and restricted thoughts while leaving
the Speech of Allah and His Messenger (4z54&4{(>) concerning it;
he puts the Qur’an and the Sunnah to the side and discusses the
Divine Pre-Decree and its more detailed rulings with his own
intellect and thoughts and with his barren opinions—this is false and
a serious error that will only lead its perpetrator to his demise, as he

(o348 Ja) said:
£ ® Gy

“And that thought of yours which you thought about your
Lord, has brought you to destruction, and you have
become (this Day) of those utterly lost!” [Sarah Fussilat
(41):23]

And from this type also, is how a person discusses the matters of the
Divine Pre-Decree in a way which indicates his rejection of Allah,
His Divine Pre-Decree, and its rulings—and refuge is sought with
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Allah—; for example, a person saying: “Why did Allah do this or
that and not this or that? Why did Allah decree this and not this or
that?” And indeed, Allah has prohibited his servants from this with
His statement:

§ ® ofed & Ji & N B

“He cannot be questioned as to what He does, while they
will be questioned.” [Stirah al-Anbiya (21):23]

Because every atom in this universe belongs to Allah (33 ) and for
this reason, rejecting and opposing Allah (J&25%) is from the
gravest of falsehood and misguidance.

The Messenger of Allah (Jz5&4{le) said:
SRR JEL RO AR R ENA L S|
RO

“If my Companions are mentioned, hold back, and if the
stars and planets are mentioned, hold back, and if the
Divine Pre-Decree is mentioned, hold back.”?0

These are three matters he (MEaNE) ordered us to hold back
concerning; the meaning of ‘holding back’ when the Divine Pre-

9 Reported by at-Tabarani (10448) and authenticated by al-Albani (5ii%z5) in
Sahih al-Jami’ (545)
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Decree is mentioned is to refrain from delving into it with falsehood
and in the impermissible way which we referred to earlier; because
“the Divine Pre-Decree is the secret of Allah (¥&3)” as some of the

Salaf quoted. And whoever attempts to uncover this secret with his
deficient intellect and weak thoughts, he will only fall into
misguidance and become lost.

Hence, what is mandatory is to abstain from probing into the Divine
Pre-Decree in an impermissible way; nonetheless, this does not
nullify the permissibility of returning to the legislated texts
concerning this topic and benefiting from them to gain knowledge
about Belief in the Divine Pre-Decree under its light; this does not
fall into the prohibition mentioned in his statement (J5s%4fe): “If
the Divine Pre-Decree is mentioned, hold back;” just as his
statement: “If my Companions are mentioned, hold back,” is an
order to not insult them and speak ill of them and with words that
are not befitting; however, this does not prohibit us from speaking
about the excellence and virtues of the Companions as was the way
of the scholars of Hadith in the books they authored. And Allah
(J&;%=2%) has praised those who give the Companions (#=dis))
their due rights and respect with his statement:

G O 5 ok wan b ok Bl b
B PR N TRV L N P S-A PN { IV S %o
ok Sl Se B & o2 J5 ooyl Gk 2l

~ ~,

40 A5 &b 30

158 |Page



A SERIES OF GUIDELINES TAKEN FROM SURAH AL-FATIHAH

“And those who came after them say: “Our Lord! Forgive
our brethren who have preceded us in Faith and us, and
put not in our hearts any hatred against those who have
believed. Our Lord! You are indeed full of kindness, Most
Merciful.” [Sturah al-Hashr (59):10]

As for delving into the subject of the stars and planets—which is
referred to as ‘Ilm at-Ta’thir’ (The Knowledge of the Influence)—
and believing in them and attributing world events to them, this is
not permissible; although, what is permissible regarding astrology
is using this knowledge for guidance and using the location of the
stars to determine the location of the Qiblah (the direction we pray
towards in our Salah—the Ka’bah) and for determining routes
[when journeying], as Allah (J&;%5\22) said:

{ O LB B L5 b

“...And by the stars (during the night), they (mankind)
guide themselves.” [Siirah an-Nahl (16):16]

On the authority of Qatadah, who said:

o

“Verily, Allah (15255) only created these stars for three
reasons: He made them adornment for the sky and to be
used as guides and as missiles to drive away the devils; and
whoever uses them for other than these purposes has
spoken with his own opinion, missed his portion, lost his
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fortune and entered himself into that which he has no
knowledge concerning.”1

The Second Way: This is the correct, and it is that the speech of a
person concerning the Divine Pre-Decree is in light of the evidence,
and through this—by the will of Allah—he will arrive at every
sound speech and righteous good deed. And the texts have proven
that a servant will not have Faith in the Divine Pre-Decree until he
believes in its four stages or levels mentioned by the Book of Allah
(Js3%) and the Sunnah of His Messenger (Jzsake4i{i):

1. The Knowledge of Allah: It is having Faith in Allah’s
Encompassing Knowledge of what has taken place and what will
come to occur, as well as what has not occurred, if it occurred, how
it would it occur; for certainly, He (J55%22):

(! % ~~ o/cpp “-TNr T
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“Allah knows the fraud of the eyes, and all that the breasts
conceal.” [Sarah Ghafir (40):19]

§® & &= B0 %

“Allah surrounds all things in (His) Knowledge.” (at-
Talaq (65):12]

91 Reported by Ibn Jarir at-Tabari (21549) with an authentic chain of narration.
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§ & ke 25 by

“He (Allah) keeps count of all things (i.e., He knows the
exact number of everything).” [Siirah al-Jinn (72):28]

And He (\55222) said:
3 i o Y o
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“He knows that which goes into the earth and that which
comes forth from it, and that which descends from the
heaven and that which ascends to it. And He is the Most
Merciful, the Oft-Forgiving.” [Stirah Saba (34):2]

And He ({&%52) said:
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“He knows what goes into the earth and what comes forth
from it, and what descends from the heaven and what
ascends to it. And He is with you (by His Knowledge)
wheresoever you may be. And Alldh is the All-Seer of what
you do.” [Stirah al-Hadid (57):4]
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And He (J&%\e22) said:
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“Have you not seen that Allah knows whatsoever is in the
heavens and whatsoever is on the earth? There is no Najwa
(secret counsel) of three. Still, He is their fourth (with His
Knowledge, while He Himself is over the Throne, over the
seventh heaven), nor of five. Still, He is their sixth (with
His Knowledge), not of less than that or more, but He is
with them (with His Knowledge) wheresoever they may be.
Afterward, on the Day of Resurrection, He will inform
them of what they did. Verily, Allah is the All-Knower of
everything.” [Surah al-Mujadilah (58):7]

He (3&J%) said:

§ i ald b
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“But if they were returned (to the world), they would
‘certainly revert to that which they were forbidden.”
[Stirah al-An’am (6):28]

Meaning: If the polytheists were returned to the worldly-life, they
would revert to disbelief, and this will not occur (them being
returned), but the Magnificent Lord (J\&%\=%) knows that this
would occur if it happened; thus, He established His proof against
them. He (5535 ) says:

e
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“Should not He Who has created know? And He is the
Most Kind and Courteous (to His slaves) All-Aware (of
everything).” [Siirah al-Mulk (67):14]

_/-v\

2. The Writing: It is to believe that Allah (Js52) wrote the

measure of all the creation and the entirety of what will occur in al-
Lawh al-Mahfiidh (The Preserved Tablet):

= - .- s p%\ e SR P %)
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“And everything they have done is noted in (their) Records

(of deeds). And everything, small and big, is written down
(in al-Lawh al-Mahfadh already beforehand, i.e., before it
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befalls, or is done by its doer).” [Siirah al-Qamar (54):52-
53]

Thus, he (PERREE) said:
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“Allah wrote the measures of the creation fifty thousand
years before He created the heavens and the earth, as His
Throne was upon water.”92

And he (BENEILE) said:

S ) B8 50 & (a2 Juas T 4 gls e 5T

“Verily, the first of what Allah created was the Pen. He
said to it: ‘Write the Divine Predestiny, what will be
forever.””’?3

%2 Reported by Muslim (2653)
93 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (2155) and authenticated by al-Albani ({i{:%5) in Sahih

Sunan at-Tirmidhi (2/450)
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So, from your belief in the Divine Pre-Decree is to believe that
everything that will ever occur is written in al-Lawh al-Mahfudh:

 Jo TP N

“Verily, it is (all) in the Book (al-Lawh al-Mahfidh).
Verily! that is easy for Allah.” [Surah al-Hajj (22):70]

3. The Will of Allah: To believe in the Will of Allah (1\&535%)
that cannot be overcome and in His Encompassing Power; and that
whatever Allah wishes will come to take place and what he does not
wish for, will not occur; Allah (J&55%522) said:
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“To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straight,
and you cannot will, unless (it be) that Allah wills, the Lord
of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists).” [Sarah
at-Takwir (81):28-29]

Everything occurs by the Will of Allah, and it is impossible for any
movement, inactivity, life, death, descent, elevation, guidance,
misguidance to take place in this universe without Allah’s Will. Tt
was once said to a Bedouin: “How did you come to know your
Lord?” He said: “Through the ending of determinations and the
easing of grief.” And from the most beautiful statements of the
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Muslims is: “What Allah wills to happen will occur and what He
does not will to happen will not occur.”

4, The Creation: To believe that Allah is the Creator of
everything, as Allah (&%) said:

B.
G leus dy

“Allah is the Creator of all things.” [S@irah az-Zumar (39):62]
And He (J;%=2) said:
o L A Sa \om ¢ /,./{ X
e% Opa vy &5’ 20 %
“While Allah has created you and what you make!”
[Stirah as-Saffat (37):96]

And He said in S#rah al-Fatihah:
§ O Znldl 5 4 L3

“All the praises and thanks are for Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists).” [Sarah al-
Fatihah (1):1]

And the “Alam’ is everything besides Allah; so everything besides
Allah, He (J553%) created it and brought it into existence. One of
the people of knowledge gathered ‘The Four Levels of Belief in the
Divine Pre-Decree’ in a line of poetry, he said:
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Knowledge and the Writing of our Master and His Will; and the
Creation, which is bringing into being and occasioning.

The Prophet (d&.&4{l>) said:

“Everything is by Decree, even incapability and ability.”%*

And Ibn ‘Abbas (&) said: “Everything is by the Divine Pre-
Decree, even you placing your hand on your chin, it is by Decree.”
And if you believe that all matters are by the Pre-Decree of Allah
and that everything that takes place in this universe from guidance,
Faith, righteousness, disbelief and other than that is by the Will of
Allah, a question might arise in your mind, a question that poses
itself: Why should we do anything? And this is a question that the
Prophet (Ja54%45() was asked by the Companions.

On the authority of ‘Alf (&) who said: “We were with the Prophet
(Jc544(%) in Baqi’ al-Gharqad (a cemetery in al-Madinah) for a
funeral when he said:
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% Reported by Muslim (2655)
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‘There is none among you but has a place assigned for him
either in Paradise or in the Hell.” The Companions said:
‘O Messenger of Allah, should we not depend upon what
has been written for us (and give up doing good deeds)?’
The Messenger of Allah (J<5:£4() said: ‘Carry on doing
good deeds. Everyone will find it easy to do the deeds (as
will lead him to his destined place).” Then he read:

“As for him who gives (in charity) and keeps his duty to
Allah and fears Him, And believes in al-Husna (Paradise).
We will make smooth for him the path of ease (goodness).
But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self-
sufficient. And gives belies al-Husna; (9) We will make
smooth for him the path for evil.” [Surah al-Layl (92):5-
10]7%

And on the authority of ‘Imran Ibn Husayn (&&): “I said, ‘O

Messenger of Allah, what is the use of those who do good deeds?’
He said:

g5 s
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95 Reported by al-Bukhari (4945) and by Muslim (2647)
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‘Do perform good deeds, for everyone will find it easy to
do the deeds for which he has been created.””%

The Prophet (5454l ) answered his Companions with that which
is 1llumination, light, and cure for the believers’ hearts; and this is
the sound answer and the true statement regarding this issue which
posed itself: “Perform good deeds, for everyone will find it easy to
do the deeds for which he has been created.” And this answer
encompassed two important principles regarding this topic—none
will attain happiness without actualizing these two matters:

The First Principle: Belief in the fact that a servant has free will,
as was evident from his statement (BENEILE): “Perform good
deeds.” As for the one who does not have free will, it would not be
said to him, “Do something,” or “Leave this.” In fact, all the
commandments and prohibitions in the Qur’an are proof that a
person has free will; and this free will was created by Allah (3&5%)

and brought into existence for you; and thus He guided you to the
two ways: The way of good and the way of evil; and He sent
Messengers to you, revealed books and clarified the Path. So you
know the path that will lead you to good, and you understand the
way that will lead you to evil. This is why you will find a Muslim
turning to performing acts of obedience and distancing himself from
committing illegal actions by the Tawfig of Allah. As for the one
who is forced to do something without choice, he will not be held to
account due to the statement of Allah (JG5%=2):

% Reported by al-Bukhari (7551) and by Muslim (2649)
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“...Except him who is forced to that and whose heart is at
rest with Faith.” [Strah an-Nahl (16):106]

The Second Principle: Believing that all matters are by the Pre-
Decree of Allah and His Will, as is in his statement: “Everyone will
find it easy to do the deeds for which he has been created.”

Having Iman in the Divine Pre-Decree requires two things:

First: Depending on Allah and placing one’s trust in Him,
entrusting Him (JG55%\=22) with all affairs.

Second: Taking the means; let the intelligent one reflect over the
following Ahadith:
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“Adhere to that which is beneficial for you. Keep asking
Allah for help, and do not refrain from it. If you are
afflicted in any way, do not say: ‘If I had taken this or that
step, it would have resulted in such and such,” but say
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only: ‘Allah so decreed it and did as He willed.” The word
‘if> opens the gates of satanic thoughts.”%”

PR IHIR IS ”U wéwjﬁ f.5
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“If you were to rely upon Allah with the required reliance,
then He would provide for you just as a bird is provided
for, it goes out in the morning empty, and returns full.”%

Du’
5/..,

“Tie it and rely upon (Allah).”%?

R 2l r.t;.ﬂb ru\ )

“Knowledge is gained only by learning and religious
understanding only through seeking its knowledge.”100

Thus, we must understand through this great perspective that having
Iman in the Divine Pre-Decree requires a person to come with the

7 Reported by Muslim (2664)

%8 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (2344) and authenticated by al-Albani (53%5) in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidht (2/452)

% Reported by at-Tirmidhi (2517) and authenticated by al-Albani (45 in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidht (2/610)

1% Reported by at-Tabarani (19/929) and deemed Hasan Li-ghayrih by al-Albani
(4525) in Sahih at-Targhib (67)
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means and strive against himself in performing good deeds; and
Allah ((1%;25%) has combined these two matters in His statement:

“You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help
(for each and everything).” [Stirah al-Fatihah (1):4]

And in His statement:

2
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“So, worship Him (O Muhammad Jz5:%4{(~) and put your
trust in Him.” [Sarah Had (11):123]

And in His statement:
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“To whomsoever among you who wills to walk straight,
(28) And you cannot will, unless (it be) that Allah wills, the
Lord of the ‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists).”
[Strah at-Takwir (81):28-29]

And Tawfig is solely in the Hands of Allah; I place my trust in Him
and turn back to Him.
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8™ GUIDELINE: CLARIFICATION OF
THE STATUS OF DUAA
(SUPPLICATION)

Indeed, from the magnificent and blessed directives that we gain
from Siirah al-Fatihah is the clarification of the status of Du’a, its
importance and the Muslim’s dire need for it at all times; as well as
a clear explanation of the etiquettes and conditions of Du’a and the
praiseworthy attributes and manners that the one supplicating should
adorn himself with.

As for the clarification of the significance of Du’a in Sirah al-
Fatihah, the core of the entire Sirah is a supplication to Allah
(3&3+), a request from Him and humbleness to Him; and it is the
opening chapter of the Qur ’an. The Book of Allah starts with a Du’a
just as it concludes with a Du’a; because the last Siirah in the Qur ’an
is Sirah an-Nas and it is likewise a supplication to Allah (563 ).
And this is from the clearest proofs and the most brilliant of
clarifications regarding the importance of Du’a and its high status;
in addition to the numerous verses in the Book of Allah (¥&J) and
Ahadith of His Prophet (Jzs4£4{(z) that similarly explain its great
virtue and that it is a symbol of goodness, a fundamental element of
success, true happiness and the key to every good in this world and
the Hereafter. Allah (JG5%\=2) said:
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“And your Lord said: “Invoke Me, [i.e., believe in My
Oneness (Islamic Monotheism)] (and ask Me for anything)
I will respond to your (invocation). Verily! Those who
scorn My worship [i.e., do not invoke Me, and do not
believe in My Oneness, (Islamic Monotheism)] they will
surely enter Hell in humiliation!” [Sturah Ghafir (40):60]

And He (JG55%=%) said:

“Verily! My Lord is indeed the All-Hearer of invocations.”
[Strah Ibrahim (14):39]

And He (&%) said:

“Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret. He likes
not the aggressors. And do not make mischief on the earth,
after it has been set in order, and invoke Him with fear
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and hope; Surely, Allah’s Mercy is (ever) near unto the
good-doers.” [Stuirah al-A’raf (7):55-56]

And He (JG5822) said:
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“And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad J2.&4{(>)
concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed near (to
them by My Knowledge). I respond to the invocations of
the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any mediator
or intercessor). So, let them obey Me and believe in Me so
that they may be led aright.” [Stirah al-Baqarah (2):186]

And He (J55%8522) said:
ﬁ“ - ¢ - P ~ - % -~ -
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“Whatever is with you, will be exhausted, and whatever is

with Allah (of good deeds) will remain.” [Siirah an-Nahl
(16):96]

And the Messenger of Allah (Jzs5af4fle) said:
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“Allah’s Hand is full, and (its fullness) is not affected by
the continuous spending, day and night.”101

And He (Jo5.64f(e) reported that Allah (J65355) said:
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“O My servants, even if the first amongst you and the last
amongst you and the whole human race of yours and that
of Jinns also all stand in one plain ground and you ask Me
and I confer upon every person what he asks for, it would
not cause any loss to Me in any way (even less) than that
which is caused to the ocean by dipping the needle in it.””102

—
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And He (J55.84(%) said:
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101 Reported by al-Bukhari (4684) and Muslim (993)
102 Reported by Muslim (2577)
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“There is nothing nobler to Allah (J\S%s%) than
supplication.”103

And He (Ja:4{(z) said:
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“Whoever does not supplicate to Allah, He will become
angry with Him.”104

Allah (Jz3%) will become angry with His servant if he abandons
supplicating to Him; because the servant will begin to feel that he is
in no need of his Lord ({1\&%\x22), and this is from the frailty of one’s
worship and weakness of his religion. As for the one whose religion
becomes refined, his belief strong and his relationship with his Lord
firm, he will hold fast to the Du’a of Allah and frequently invoke
Him (1&35) for well-being in his religion, worldly life, and
Hereafter. These matters cannot be rectified and refined for the
servant except through Allah’s facilitation, success, and
reformation. Due to this, the Prophet (J5:%4>) use to supplicate
with the following:

103 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (3370) and graded Hasan by al-Albani (%z5) in
Sahih Sunan at-Tirmidhi (3/383)
104 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (3373) and graded Hasan by al-Albani (5z5) in
Sahih Sunan at-Tirmidhi (3/384)

177|Page



8TH GUIDELINE: CLARIFICATION OF THE STATUS OF DUAA (SUPPLICATION)

G ) 638 J ol s e S0 il g T 4D
B3y a5 @oaa i ) 35T il sl
FF e dBn e fa s

“O Allah, rectify my religion for me, which is the
safeguard of my affairs; and rectify my worldly (affairs),
wherein is my livelihood; and rectify my afterlife to which
is my return; and make my life for me (as a means) for an
increase in every good and make death (for me) as a rest
from every evil.”'*

Everything is in His (J\&;%\%22) hands, and this is why one of the
Salaf made an astonishing statement regarding this topic: “I
pondered over the affair, and I came to the realization that its
beginning is from Allah and its end is to Allah, and everything in it
is from Allah; there is no movement or inactivity, or standing or
sitting or anything else except that is from Allah. So I realized from
this that the key to all good is Du’a (supplication) to Allah.”

The Prophet (Jzs4£4{>) said:

-
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105 Reported by Muslim (2720)
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“The supplication of every one of you is answered so long
as he does not grow impatient and say: ‘I supplicated, but
it was not granted.’”’106

And He (3&35) loves that His slave persistently calls upon Him and
increases in humbling himself in front of Him, contrary to the
people, who get irritated with the one who persistently asks them for
something and begin to actively dislike him; thus, it was said: “Allah
becomes angry if you abandon supplicating to him, and the children
of Adam become angry when asked for something.”

And whoever looks into the Sunnah of the noble Prophet
(ﬁz;;;zﬁa@/p)—our role model and example—will become familiar
with the high status of Du’a; because he (SEEEN.) was the one
who was most in supplicating to Allah from the people, the best in
being hopeful and the most complete in worship; and he was the
most humble and highest in showing his desperateness in front of
Allah (353). He used to frequently invoke Alldh and remember
Him at all times. It has been reported from him (SE2E) words
of remembrance and supplications to be said during the day and
night: in the morning and evening, at the time of sleep, at the
conclusion of the daily prayers, inside the prayers, when leaving and
entering the home, at the onset and completion of eating food and
when boarding a means of transport. And He (3EIi2iake) used to

106 Reported by al-Bukhari (6340) and Muslim (2735)
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supplicate to Allah with concise and complete supplications as has
been mentioned by ‘Aishah (¢zdiz):
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“The Messenger of Allah (J54k4{i>) used to favor the

concise and comprehensive supplications and leave off
other than them.”107

And the supplications with which he (J5:&4{{) used to supplicate
to his Lord are complete and protected supplications that are free
from mistakes and errors because he as His Lord (1&%=2) said:

d0 S EVNRNO T 5 iE S

“Nor does he speak of (his own) desire. (3) It is only a
Revelation revealed.” [Siirah an-Najm (53):3-4]

And they contain the most complete of requests, honorable desires,
and noble goals without any faults, slipups, and mistakes. As for
other than his supplications (SEZN.E ), they are not safe and do
not guarantee security, rather, some of the innovations of the people

contain Shirk with Allah (acts of polytheism) and severe

107 Reported by Abll Dawiid (1482) and authenticated by al-Albani (£1425) in
Sahih Sunan Abt Dawiid (1/408)
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innovations; or they might contain impermissible wordings or just
weakness in their form and expression. And such supplications
might be safe; however, the supplications that the Messenger of
Allah (Jz54e5{>) used are more upright and complete. Thus, the
people of knowledge consider from the clearest of mistakes and acts
of misguidance is the formation of supplications by some of the
people or their scholars that are written on paper and then read in the
morning and evening, at the conclusion of the daily prayers and at
the time of sleep, while abandoning the protected supplications of
the Prophet (J544{l); where are these people with regards to
following and emulating the Messenger (PELNDE) and
venerating what he has come with? And they claim to love him?
Allah (&%) says:
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“Say (O Mubammad J55:%5{e to mankind): “If you
(really) love Allah then follow me (i.e., accept Islamic
Monotheism, follow the Qur’an and the Sunnah), Allah
will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allah is Oft-
Forgiving, Most Merciful.” [Siirah Ali ‘Imran (3):31]

You might find in the hands of some of the people a Wird (an
allocated reading) of such and such. It contains some matters that
have not been affirmed in the Sunnah or reported from the
Messenger (SE350.), but it was instead made up by one of “the
scholars. “Then to disburse and propagate it amongst some of the
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laymen, these made up readings of certain statements guarantee a
false dream; so the one who formed this special reading would say:
“After I completed writing this special Wird, I saw the Prophet
(;f\zggjéﬁﬁfa) in a dream,” or, “I saw Abu Bakr and ‘Umar in a
dream,” or something like this. Then he would say: “The Prophet
(Js5.0e4{e) said to me: ‘This is a blessed and beneficial Wird,
spread it amongst the nation; Allah will benefit others through it.” If
it was not for this dream, I would not have spread it amongst the
people.” And the laymen believe this while this Wird contains Shirk,
innovations, and errors; and indeed, the Prophet (Jz5: &) said:
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“Indeed, what I fear most for my nation is those leaders
who will lead others astray.”108

g

ol

ash-Shatibi (1425 said: “Dreams are for glad tidings and warnings,
not to establish rulings.” Rulings are not taken from dreams and nor
is one’s religion based on dreams, just as it is not based on
experience like some claim: “Such and such supplication has been
tried by so and so.” Some went as far as claiming that supplicating
to the graves has been tried and that it contains many benefits; they
say: “The grave of so and so is a time-tested & proven remedy.”

Like this, they misguide and turn the people away—with the likes
of these false statements, dreams, stories, and fables—from the

108 Reported by Ahmad (6/441) and authenticated by al-Albani (M4z5) in Sahih
al-Jami’ (1551)
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religion of Allah (1&;25(%) and from what they should be doing like
making Du’a to Him and Dhikr (the legislated remembrance of
Allah (J&;%\22)). It is incumbent upon the Muslim to be aware and
cautious of this matter and to turn to the supplications of the noble
Messenger (Jzsafeidfle).

Surah al-Fatihah comprises several conditions and etiquettes for
making Du’a which will cause a believer’s supplication to be
answered, and his hopes fulfilled, and request granted if he adorns
himself with them and fulfills them:

1. Sincerity (al-Ikhlas): To be sincere to Allah (J1\$;25%) Alone
Du’a. This is the greatest condition and its mentioned before this
supplication in Sirah al-Fatihah:
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“Guide us to the Straight Way.” [Siirah al-Fatihah (1):6]

From the conditions for the acceptance of supplications is being
sincere to Allah. Still, if this [act of worship] is directed towards
other than Allah or if it is directed to a partner made alongside Allah,
then it will be void and rejected. Thus, Allah (J\&5%\L) said:
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“And who is more astray than one who calls on (invokes)
besides Allah, such as will not answer him till the Day of
Resurrection, and who are (even) unaware of their calls
(invocations) to them? And when mankind are gathered
(on the Day of Resurrection), they (false deities) will
become their enemies and will deny their worshipping.”
[Sarah al-Ahqaf (46):5-6]

And He (1\&534%) said:

1

® sl o 5EG G agsd o 58 GG B
% _ _ . _ _
£ sl b s 5 58 Taaa ¥ A58 o
P > g - <. & _ > 3
§® 538 WY S 05388 2l 55

“And those, whom you invoke or call upon instead of Him,
own not even a Qitmir (the thin membrane over the date-
stone). If you invoke (or call upon) them, they hear not
your call, and if (in case) they were to hear, they could not
grant it (your request) to you. And on the Day of
Resurrection, they will disown your worship of them. And
none can inform you (O Muhammad J=5:£4{>) like Him
Who is the All-Knower (of everything).” [Suirah Fatir (35):
13-14]

And the Prophet (Jz54 &4 ) said:
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“O Fatimah, daughter of Muhammad, ask me for
whatever you like, but I cannot avail you at all against
Allah.”109

If a person says: “l would love for the Messenger of Alldah
(Jas:845fl) to intercede on my behalf.” The answer to that is:
“Every Muslim would love for the Messenger (Jusafidfle) to
intercede for him. However, this is not sought from him
(BaEil), it is sought from Allah. This is why when Abu
Hurairah () asked the Prophet (3EGEIE):
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“O Messenger of Allah, who will be the fortunate person
who will gain your intercession on the Day of
Resurrection? Allah’s Messenger (Jz5:54>) said: ‘O Aba
Hurairah! I have thought that none will ask me about it
before you as I know your longing for the (learning of)
Hadith. The fortunate person who will have my
intercession on the Day of Resurrection will be the one who

109 Reported by al-Bukhari (2753) and Muslim (206)
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said sincerely from the bottom of his heart ‘None has the
right to be worshipped but Allah.’”110

The prophets are intermediaries between Allah and His creation for
clarifying the religion. They are not intermediaries between Allah
and His creation for supplications and acts of worship to be made to
them. Whoever analyzes numerous verses of the Noble Qur’an will
find that many verses begin with:

€355

“They ask you (O Muhammad (Jz4&5{(2)).” [Sarah n-
Nazi’at: 42)

And the answer to their questioning will come as:
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“Say (O Muhammad (J5.&4{(2)).” [Sarah Ali ‘Imran (3):31]

So, the Prophet (J5:54f(>) would then be the intermediary for
conveying the religion; however, in the context of Du’a, this
mediation is lifted, and the answer comes directly from Allah:
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110 Reported by al-Bukhari (99)
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“I am indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond
to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me
(without any mediator or intercessor).” [Siirah al-
Baqarah (2):186]

As for the belief that an invocation is more beneficial or likely to be
accepted near the grave of so and so, or when you bring a picture of
the ‘Shaykh’ and look at it and what is similar to this from people’s
clinging to things; this is all clear misguidance.

2. Compliance (al-Mutaba’ah) with the way of the Noble

Messenger (A54%4). This is also found in Siirah al-Fatihah in
His statement:
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“Guide us to the Straight Way.” [Siirah al-Fatihah (1):6]

Meaning: The upright way and the righteous path that our Prophet
(Jzs548e45o) was firm upon. Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah (&5
said: “It is a must for the creation to supplicate with the legislated
supplications mentioned in the Book and the Sunnah; because there
is no doubt in these regarding their virtue and soundness; and the
‘Straight Way’ is the path of those on whom Allah has bestowed His
Grace, of the Prophets, the Siddiqiin (those followers of the Prophets
who were first and foremost to believe in them), the martyrs, and the
righteous; and how excellent these companions are!”

And from the most astounding of things is the fact that some
“Shaykhs” have authored books on Dhikr, which contain innovated
words of remembrance, and yet they named them The Right Path—
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Subhanallah! The Right Path is the one that the Messenger
(Ass44{) was upon:
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“And verily, this is my Straight Path, so follow it, and
follow not (other) paths, for they will separate you away
from His Path.” [Stirah al-An’am (6):153]

What they should really be called is The Crooked Path; because the
Right Path is the one that was taken by the Messenger of Allah
(Az5464{2). Every path to Paradise is blocked except the path of the

Noble Messenger (Fz5:&45{(>).

On the authority of Abli Hurairah (&) who reported that the
Messenger of Allah (Fsa%4{le) said:
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“Everyone from my Ummah (nation) will enter Paradise
except those who refuse.” He was asked: “Who will
refuse?” He (Ji5:k4l>) said: “Whoever obeys me shall
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enter Paradise, and whosoever disobeys me refuses to
(enter Paradise).”111

3. Persistency in asking Allah (Jz52): A person should not
despair and give up [on his Du’a] and say: “I supplicated and
supplicated and it was not answered,” rather, he should persist and
constantly turn to his Master (1&255). And Sitrah al-Fatihah serves
as evidence for highlighting the importance of being persistent in
Du’a since it is the Seven Oft-Repeated Verses that are to be read in
every unit of Salah by obligation whether in an obligatory or
optional prayer; this affirms that being steadfast upon the Religion
of Allah is from the greatest required acts to be performed day and
night. Thus, you repeatedly ask Allah for guidance in the Salah, in
the Du’a al-Quniit and in the general supplications. So the Muslim
should continuously persist in supplicating, asking and requesting
from Allah (J1G5355) per His statement:
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“Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret.” [Sturah
al-A’raf (7):55]

One supplicates to Allah (3&3s), hoping that his request will be

fulfilling or protecting him from an evil similar to it or storing it for
him in the form of a reward on the Day of Resurrection.

111 Reported by al-Bukhari (7280)
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4. Being Resolved in the Du’a and Request: The Messenger
of Allah (Jusakdi{le) said:
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“You must not supplicate: ‘O Allah, forgive me if You
wish; O Allah bestow mercy on me if You wish.” But beg

Allah with certitude for no one has the power to compel
Allah.”112

What is required in the Du’a is a firm conviction, so one must not
be relaxed in his supplication and show weakness in his approach or

//,

certainty while invoking Allah (J135%). What we also find from the
series of guidelines found in Sirah al-Fatihah is that one should be
resolved in his request for guidance and his hope in Allah in granting
him that while avoiding being lax and indifferent in his supplication.

5. Having a Conscious Heart: A person’s heart must be
present when supplicating and not inattentive. The Prophet
(PERILE) said:
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112 Reported by al-Bukhari (6339) and Muslim (2679)
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“Call upon Allah while being certain of being answered,
and know that Allah does not respond to a supplication
from the heart of one heedless and occupied by play.”113

What is required from the supplicating person is to have a conscious
heart and to turn full of hope to his Master (Allah) while certain that
He will answer his supplication; Sirah al-Fatihah similarly address
this in its preparing the supplicating person in the great introduction
that precedes the Du’a:

“All the praises and thanks are to Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists). The Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful. The Only Owner (and the
Only Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense (i.e., the
Day of Resurrection). You (Alone) we worship, and You
(Alone) we ask for help (for each and everything).
(5) Guide us to the Straight Way.” [Sarah al-Fatihah (1):
1-6]

Allah did not state this supplication right away:

113 Reported by at-Tirmidhi (3479) and grade Hasan by al-Albani (:44z5) in Sahih
Sunan at-Tirmidhi (3/434)
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Guide us to the Straight Way. (al-Fatihah: 6)

But instead, Allah (1\&35%) is mentioned, glorified, exalted and
praised before the Du’a; and this is a form of preparation for the

o

heart so that it is fully turned to Allah (J&;255) when it invokes Him

(J=52)

6. Using Legislated Means to Seek Nearness to Allah
(AS29\5) (at-Tawassul): This is a vital yet dangerous subject, and
many people err regarding it due to lack of understanding and lack
of proper knowledge concerning the legislated Tawassul (means to
seek nearness to Allah). For this reason, the scholars said: “There is
a legislated Tawassul and an impermissible Tawassul.”

The Legislated Tawassul: 1t is three matters, and they are all
mentioned in Sirah al-Fatihah:

First matter: Seeking nearness to Allah (J\&535\%) through His
Names and Attributes—and this is the highest form of Tawassul.
Allah (J&5%:%) said:

“And (all) the Most Beautiful Names belong to Allah, so
call on Him by them.” [Stirah al-A’raf (7):180]
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And He (1\&5%=22) said
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“Say (O Muhammad 125.£4{>): “Invoke Allah or invoke
the Most Gracious (Allah).” [Sarah al-Isra (17):110]

And these two names of Allah mentioned in Sirah al-Fatihah before
the Du’a are a means to seek nearness to Allah. Thus, Tawassul
through the Names and Attributes of Allah ({15355) is referred to in
Surah al-Fatihah:
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“All the praises and thanks are to Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists). The Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful. The Only Owner (and the
Only Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense (i.e., the
Day of Resurrection).” [Siirah al-Fatihah (1):2-4]

This is a great means to seek nearness to Allah revealed in the
Qur’an and in the Sunnah of the Prophet (Jassfed{le); it is
specifically mentioned in Sirah al-Fatihah.

Other matter: Seeking nearness to Allah with your righteous
deeds: With your worship and sincerity for Him, with your reliance
and hope in Him, with your veneration and entrustment of Him with
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your affairs and with your humility before Him—this is a beneficial
form of Tawassul:
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“Our Lord! Verily, we have heard the call of one
(Muhammad J25.&4{(>) calling to Faith: ‘Believe in your
Lord,” and we have believed. Our Lord! Forgive us of our
sins.” [Siirah Ali ‘Imrin (3):193]

In this verse, ‘Faith’ is mentioned as a means of seeking nearness to
Allah (5&3.). Therefore, Tawassul can be through Faith, righteous
deeds, Tawhid and loving the Messenger and following him
(Jz5:842); these are all righteous deeds through which nearness to
Allah (J;3%) can be sought; this is found in Sirah al-Fatihah in
your statement before the Du’a:
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“You (Alone) we worship, and You (Alone) we ask for help
(for each and everything).” [Siirah al-Fatihah (1):5]

Meaning, You Exclusively, O Allah, I worship, and from You
Exclusively, I seek assistance: Guide me to the Straight Path.

So now in Sirah al-Fatihah, you have made Tawassul with two of
its types: Through the Names and Attributes of Allah and through
your worship of Allah (J&5%22).

194|Page



A SERIES OF GUIDELINES TAKEN FROM SURAH AL-FATIHAH

Third matter: Seeking nearness to Allah through the supplications
of righteous, living and present people; for example, you ask a man
in front of you, who you assume to be from the people of goodness
and piety: “Supplicate to Allah for me,” or, “Supplicate for the
Muslims,” or what is similar to this—there is no problem in this. As
for making Tawassul through people that are alive but not present in
front of you as is the case with the people of misguidance; like a
person requesting something from his Shaykh who is in another
country, or making requests from people who have passed away and
are cut off from fulfilling good deeds, this is not permissible. There
is no evidence for this in the Book of Allah or the Sunnah of His
Prophet (J54%4{) proofing the legislation of what is similar to
this act.

Then, Tawassul to Allah can be made through His Names and
Attributes, Faith, worship, and obedience of the servant to Allah and
through the supplications of righteous living people. This third type
could also be extracted from His statement:
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“Guide us to the Straight Way.” [Siirah al-Fatihah (1):6]

Because with this Du’a, you are supplicating for yourself and others;
and the Du’a of a Muslim for his Muslim brothers in their absence
will be answered. And when the believer supplicates for his brother,
Allah entrusts an angel to say: “And may you get that as well.” On
the authority of Abii ad-Darda’ (%) who reported that the Prophet

(Glassiaffe) said:
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“The supplication of a Muslim for his (Muslim) brother in
his absence will certainly be answered. Every time he
makes a supplication for good for his brother, the angel
appointed for this particular task says: ‘Amin! May it be
for you, too.”” 114

Supplication for the believers in their absence has tremendous
rewards that cannot be counted. The Messenger of Allah

(essifie) said:

“Whoever seeks forgiveness for the believing men and
women, Allah will write for him a good deed for every
believing man and women.”115

So, when you say in your Du’a:
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114 Reported by Muslim (2733)
115 Reported by at-Tabarani and graded Hasan by al-Albani (41iz5) in Sahih al-
Jami’ (6026)
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“O Allah, forgive the Muslim men and women and the
believing men and women, the living and deceased from
them,”

Y ou will gain millions of good deeds by the Praise of Allah; because
you will earn a good deed for every Muslim, whether they are alive
or dead, from the time of Adam to the time when Allah will inherit
the earth and whoever is upon it. Then is it befitting for you to
restrict your supplications to yourself and forget your brothers?

<

Allah (J&5%8:%) said:
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“So, know (O Muhammad 755:%4(>) that La ilaha ill-
allah (none has the right to be worshipped but Allah), and
ask forgiveness for your sin, and also for (the sin of)

believing men and believing women.” [Sirah Muhammad
(47):19]

And He (J&;8522) said:
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“And those who came after them say: “Our Lord! Forgive
our brethren who have preceded us in Faith and us.”
[Stirah al-Hashr (59):10]

On the authority of Ab@i Hurairah (&) who said:
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“Allah’s Messenger (Jz5:%4{l) stood up for the prayer,
and we too stood up along with him. Then a Bedouin
shouted while offering prayer. ‘O Allah! Bestow Your
Mercy on Muhammad and me only and do not bestow it
on anybody else along with us.” When the Prophet
(As544{() had finished his prayer with the Taslim, he said
to the Bedouin, ‘You have limited (narrowed) a very vast
(thing),” meaning Allah’s Mercy.”116

Hence, the Muslim asks Allah (3&Js) for His Mercy and
Forgiveness for himself and his Muslim brothers—he includes them
in his Du’a just as he would love for them to include him in their
supplications. So, these are the three legislated means of Tawassul.

116 Reported by al-Bukhari (6010)
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2. The Impermissible Tawassul: This is everything outside of the
three legislated means, and it could be classified as either Shirk
(associating partners with Allah in worship) or an innovation. As for
the Tawassul that is Shirk, it could be in the form of supplicating to
other than Allah, like a person saying: “Grant me support O so and
s0,” or, “Aid me O so and so,” or, “I implore you for such and such
O so and so;” this is all Shirk with Allah even if its perpetrator calls
it Tawassul as some of them might actually claim that such acts are
a means to seek nearness to Allah. And how can supplicating to
other than Allah be Tawassul? Yes, it is a Tawassul, one to
falsehood:
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“And indeed it has been revealed to you (O Muhammad
;j\ﬁjg:;éﬁﬁ:a), as it was to those (Allah’s Messengers) before
you: “If you join others in worship with Allah, (then)
surely (all) your deeds will be in vain, and you will
certainly be among the losers.” Nay! But worship Allah
(Alone and no one else) and be among the grateful.”

[Strah az-Zumar (39):65-66]

Naming something with other than its name does not change its
reality, like their naming of Shirk ‘Tawassul’ (a means to seek
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nearness to Allah), or usury ‘a benefit,” or alcohol ‘a spiritual drink,’
or bribery ‘an honorable gesture.’

On this note, many Muslims ask the following question: “Is it
permissible to say in our Du’a: ‘O Allah, we ask you with the honor
of Muhammad (ﬁzgg&ﬁ@/p) or the honor of Abti Bakr or ‘Umar or
‘Uthman or ‘Ali,” or something similar to this?”

The answer: Firstly, it is befitting to know that the honor of the
Messenger (Jzsak{l>) is considered great by Allah—and no
Muslim who knows the Messenger (SE#2e) will doubt this—
and Allah (&3 said concerning ‘Isa (3Eiaf) that he was:

. /e."’/ /9‘3. e . s >
¢ 52305 O ¢ Qo b
“...Held in honor in this world and in the Hereafter.”

[Strah Ali ‘Imrian (3):45]

And He said concerning Miisa (3Eli):

“...And he was honorable before Allah.” [Sairah al-
Ahzaab (32):69]

And the Prophet (’@LEAE:_XE) is more virtuous than ‘Isa and Miisa,
rather, he is more virtuous than all the prophets; so his honor is the
greatest honor with Allah, and no one will doubt this—this is an
affirmed well-known matter. However, the question remains: Is it
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permissible for us to use the honor of the Prophet (Jz5:%4z) to
seek nearness to Allah?

The answer to this question is the following: Let us look, if the
Sunnah directs to this act and proves it, then it can be done; and if it
does not direct us to this or give us a proof for it, it cannot be done,
because the matter is one that necessitates following and imitating
the Sunnah of the Prophet (Jz5:%4{{). The people of knowledge
have looked into the Ahadith of the Prophet (J55%4{i=). They found
that there is not a single authentic firm Hadith from the Prophet
(J54545{) that contains a proof for the legislation of using his
honor as Tawassul. Yes, there are Ahadith concerning this, but they
are not authentic, like the Hadith that is propagated amongst the
general laymen: “Make Tawassul (seek nearness to Allah) through
my honor, for indeed, my honor is great by Allah.” This is a Hadith
that has no basis whatsoever in being attributed to the Messenger of
Allah (Jz41es«k4{le) as explained by the people of knowledge.

There are, however, authentic narrations used as evidence for the
permissibility of making Tawassul through his honor. Still, they do
not contain a clear reference to this.

7. Supplicating with the Concise and Comprehensive
Du’a: The Messenger (Sali2iak) said:
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“I have been sent with Jawami’al-Kalim (i.e., the shortest
expression carrying the widest meanings).”117

And ‘Aishah (g&dis) said:

3
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“The Messenger of Allah (;f\:ujg\;\’éi»"fga) use to love the concise

and comprehensive Du’a, and he would leave off other
than them.”118

He used to supplicate with the concise Du’a, and that is why all his
supplications (4de 435 &) <l sla) are concise and comprehensive.

Look at this encompassing Du’a in Sirah al-Fatihah:
§ @ el ol Basl

“Guide us to the Straight Way.” [Surah al-Fatihah (1):6], until
the end of the Du’a, it has encompassed all good in this world and
the Hereafter.

Similarly, it is upon a person to make all his supplications
comprehensive as the Prophet (&) directed us. And

17 Reported by al-Bukhari (2977) and Muslim (523)
118 Reported by Abti Dawiid (1482) and authenticated by al-Albani (£/4z5) in
Sahth Sunan Abi Dawiid (1/408)
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AT

whoever restricts himself to his (SE&2Mk) invocations, he will
indeed be supplicating with concise and comprehensive Du’a. He
will obtain the keys to all good and the completion of the affair in
this world and the next.

And one should be cautious from transgressing in Du’a by
mentioning the intricate details that some of the people mention
without any proof or guidance. On the authority of Ibn Sa’ad who
said that: “My father heard while I was supplicating: ‘O Allah, I ask
You for Paradise, its blessings, its beauty, its..., its..., and I seek
Your refuge from the Hell and its iron chains and collars and..and...’
So he said: ‘O my son, verily, I heard the Messenger of Allah

(Fsafeiifi) saying:

“There will be people who will exceed the limits in supplication.’
So, do not be from them. If you are granted Paradise, then you will
be given Paradise and what it contains of good; and if you are
protected from the Hell, then you will be granted safety from it and
what it contains of evil.””’119

To Supplicate with Fear and Hope: To be both fearful and hopeful
when supplicating. And a person should not lean too much to the
side of hope or fear; because if he is more optimistic than afraid, he
will feel safe from the plan of Allah; and if one is more fearful than
hopeful, he might despair in the mercy of Allah, as Allah said:

119 Reported by Abt Dawiid (1480) and authenticated by al-Albani (54z5) in
Sahth Sunan Abt Dawid (1/407)
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“Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds, and they
used to call on Us with hope and fear, and used to humble
themselves before Us.” [Stirah al-Anbiya (21):90]
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“Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret. He likes
not the aggressors. And do not make mischief on the earth,
after it has been set in order, and invoke Him with fear
and hope; Surely, Allah’s Mercy is (ever) near unto the
good-doers.” [Suirah al-A’raf (7):55-56]

And this matter is mentioned in S#rah al-Fatihah:

0
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“The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful. The Only Owner
(and the Only Ruling Judge) of the Day of Recompense
(i.e., the Day of Resurrection).” [Stirah al-Fatihah (1):3-4]
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When you read this while pondering and reflecting over Allah’s
address, fear and hope will appear in your heart: hope for His Mercy
and fear from His Punishment.

8. Being in a State of Purity: The one supplicating should be
in a state of purity. This is not a condition, but it is more complete.
And if he is pure and in a Salah, this is even more complete, and it
is likely to be answered; and this is likewise referred to in Sirah al-
Fatihah, especially if the Muslim reads it in his Salah—he will be
privately addressing his Lord (J&253).

9. Repenting Before the Du’a: A repentance and seeking of
forgiveness should antecede the supplication, and this can be found
in some of the opening invocations for the Salah that precede al-
Fatihah:
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“O Allah! Set me apart from my sins (faults) as the East
and West are set apart from each other and clean me from
sins as a white garment is cleaned of dirt (after thorough

t
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washing). O Allah, wash off my sins with water, snow, and
hail.”120

These are some matters tied to Du’a that are referenced by this
wonderful Sizrah. And it is upon every Muslim to know the value of
Du’a, its exalted status with Allah (Jz3%), the servant’s desperate

need of it in all his situations and that Du’a is the key to all good in
this world and the Hereafter. It is also upon him to know the
etiquettes and conditions of Du’a as well as the specific times and
places in which supplications are answered mentioned by the
Sunnah such as the field of ‘Arafah, the tops of mount Safa and
Marwah and after throwing the pebbles at the Jamarat (a ritual of
Hajj) after the first and second Jamrah on the days of Tashrig (the
11% 12% and 13" day of Dhul Hijjah). And some specific times in
which supplications are more likely to be accepted are Laylatul-
Qadr (one of the last ten nights of Ramadan), the ‘hour’ on the day
of Jumu’ah (Friday), the last third of the night and when in
prostration. A person should seek these times and places in which
supplications are answered, and these occasions must be within the
limits of what has been legislated in the Sunnah of the Prophet

(osaede).

Some of the people of knowledge combined the etiquettes and
conditions of an accepted Du’a in some elegant lines of poetry:

“They said that the conditions of an answered Du’a are
ten; announce this good news of success to the supplicating
one: being pure and in prayer along with regret, a time of

120 Reported by al-Bukhari (744) and Muslim (598)
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focus and concentration, thinking positively [of Allah] O
conscious one, and nourishment from lawful sustenance,
as well as not supplicating for a sin; and invoking [Allh]
with an appropriate Name while also being persistent.”

As for the composer’s statement: “announce this good news of
success to the supplicating one,” this means, give the glad tidings to
him of success. An answered Du’a if he adheres to the following
[conditions] in his supplication:

X8 “Being pure and in prayer along with regret,” meaning that
he should be in a state of purity and in Salah; this is not one of the
conditions, but it is from the etiquettes and those things that
complete the Du’a.

X “A time of focus and concentration, thinking positively [of
Allah],” meaning, the supplication should be made in a virtuous
time, and he should be focused in his Du ’a and fearful and repenting
to Allah; and that he should have good thoughts about Allah, as
Allah (Js552) has said in the Hadith Qudst:

|
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‘I am to my slave as he thinks of Me (i.e., I can do for him
what he expects from Me), so let him think of Me what he
wishes.”121

*,

<& “And nourishment from lawful sustenance.” This is also
from the conditions that are referenced to in the poetry. It means that
a person’s food should pure and lawful; and this has been reported
in the Hadlith of Abil Hurairah:
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“The Prophet (BEZIL) said: ‘Allah is Good and

accepts only that which is good.” Then he (;\2’«32:&"&2)

mentioned [the case] of a man who, having journeyed far,
is disheveled and dusty, and who spreads out his hands to
the sky saying, ‘O Lord! O Lord!’ while his food is Haram

121 Reported by Ahmad (3/491) and authenticated by al-Albani (£43z5) in Sahih
al-Jami’ (4316)
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(unlawful), his drink is Haram, his clothing is Haram, and
he has been nourished with Haram, so how can [his
supplication] be answered?’”122

> “As well as not supplicating for a sin,” meaning that it is not
permissible for a person to supplicate for a sin as has been affirmed

from the Prophet (Jas.&4{i2):
Jtis 110 oo 30 5Tl 36 TG il Lttt i

“The supplication of the servant is granted so long as he
does not supplicate for sin or for severing the ties of blood,
or he does not become impatient.”123

X “Invoking [Allah] with an appropriate Name.” He should
choose from the Names of Allah (1\&;35%), which agrees with his

request, and if he does not select an appropriate name, this will cause
disharmony in his speech. Consequently, we find supplications
coupled with proper names in the texts:

towdsrdHfudma HG)y

122 Reported by Muslim (1015)
123 Reported by Muslim (92), (2735)
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“Our Lord! Judge between our people in truth and us, for
You are the Best of those who give judgment.” [Sturah al-
A’raf (7):89]

You should say:
e oA 2 4 5381 55

“O Allah forgive me, for indeed, You are the Oft-
Forgiving, the Bestower of Mercy.”

So it should be like this, but if you invoke Allah with a Name of His
that does not match your request, then there be in an inconsistency,
like a person saying: “O Allah, bestow Your Mercy on me and
forgive me, O One Who is severe in punishment;” this is not
appropriate, what is befitting for him to say instead is: “O One Who
is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful, O One Whose Mercy encompasses
everything...” He should mention from Allah’s Beautiful Names
what suits his request. Thus, the scholars cite a principle: “Every
verse in the Noble Qur’an that ends with a Name or Attribute of
Allah, the meanings contained in it must match this Name or
Attribute mentioned at its conclusion.”

It is narrated that a Bedouin once heard a man reciting the Statement
of Allah (J&5EL):

- PR PRV YO SR ST VI DI TY SR ST O
o2 G Bl Wl G 45205 6,205 %

210|Page



A SERIES OF GUIDELINES TAKEN FROM SURAH AL-FATIHAH

“And (as for) the male thief and the female thief, cut off
(from the wrist joint) their (right) hands as a recompense
for that which they committed, a punishment by way of
example from Allah. And Allah is All-Powerful, All-
Wise.” [Siirah al-Ma’idah (5):38]

The man-made a mistake in the recitation, and he concluded the
verse instead with: “And Allah the Oft-Forgiving, Most
Merciful.” The Bedouin said: “This is not from the Speech of
Allah.” The other man became angry and asked: “Do you deny the
Speech of Allah?” He said: “I do not deny it, but this is not from
Allah’s Speech;” he found that the ending of the verse does not suit
the cutting of the hand, the recompense, and the punishment. The
man that was reciting then realized his mistake, and he corrected
himself and read:
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And (as for) the male thief and the female thief, cut off
(from the wrist joint) their (right) hands as a recompense
for that which they committed, a punishment by way of
example from Allah. And Allah is All-Powerful, All-Wise.
(al-M3a’idah: 38)

The Bedouin thereupon said: “Yes! [Allah is] All-Powerful and thus
Just, and All-Wise and thus [he ruled for] the cutting.” He is
basically saying that the whole speech is now harmonious. This is
why Ibn al-Qayyim (4= 4 4es ) related this story in his book, Jala
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al-Afham; he said: “Surely when a person supplicates with a name
that does not fit [his request], there will be an inconsistency in the
speech.”

<> The poet then said: “While also being persistent,” i.e., you
should be unrelenting in asking Allah (1\&35%), and you should
invoke Him abundantly. Be constant in your request and knocking

of the door; it is on the verge of being opened for you.

I ask Allah (3&J) with His Beautiful Names and Lofty Attributes
to grant us 7awfiq and guide us to the Right Way.
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9™ GUIDELINE: LOVE, HOPE, &
FEAR

From the directives of this Sirah is its reference to the pillars for the
worship of the heart: Love, hope and fear, Allah (&%) said:
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“Those whom they call upon [like ‘Isa (Jesus) son of
Maryam (Mary), ‘Uzair (Ezra), angel] desire (for
themselves) means of access to their Lord (Allah), as to
which of them should be the nearest and they [Isa (Jesus),
‘Uzair (Ezra), angels and others] hope for His Mercy and
fear His Torment. Verily, the Torment of your Lord is
(something) to be afraid of!” [Sairah al-Isra (17):57]

It is a must that every act of worship be firmly established upon these
three pillars of the heart: Love, hope, and fear. Thus, the Muslim
offers Salah because he loves Allah, hopes for his rewards, and fears
his punishment. It is for this reason that Talq Ibn Habib (5fiz)

defined the Tagwa of Allah as, “being obedient to Allah upon a light

213|Page



9TH GUIDELINE: LOVE, HOPE, & FEAR

from Allah, hoping for His reward, leaving off disobedience to Him
upon a light from Him and fearing His punishment.”

And it is not permissible to worship Allah with only love and no fear
or hope; or with only fear and no love or hope; or with only hope
and no fear or love—this is all false, as the one of the Salaf said:

“The one who worships Allah with only love is a Zindiq;
the one who worships Allah with only hope is a Murji’ (a
deviated sect that depends only on their belief in Allah and
desists from fulfilling good deeds); the one who worships
Allah with only fear is a Kharijite; but the one who
worships Allah with love, hope, and fear, he is a Muwahhid
believer (one who singles out Allah in his Tawhid).”

So, you must worship Allah with love, hope, and fear. Worship Him
out of love for Him and while hoping for His rewards and fearing
His punishment; these three pillars combined are mentioned in
Surah al-Fatihah:

The first pillar is Love: It is in His Statement:
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“All the praises and thanks are for Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists).” [Sarah al-
Fatihah (1):2]

And the word ‘al-Hamdu,’ it means all praise and exaltation is for
Allah with love—so praise with love is referred to as ‘Hamd.” And
the particle ‘al’in ‘al-Hamdu, it is used to denote all-inclusiveness,
meaning that Allah is deserving of all the praises and thanks: praise
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for His Blessings and praise for His Names and Attributes
(3&8522). Thus, this verse contains a proof for the first pillar, love:
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“All the praises and thanks are for Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin (mankind, jinn and all that exists).” [Siirah al-
Fatihah (1):2]

The second pillar is Hope: It is in His Statement:
% © ) g %}

“The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful.” [Sarah al-
Fatihah (1):3]

If the servant carefully reads these two magnificent Names and
contemplates over them and understands what they refer to in
affirming the Mercy of Allah (3&J), there will form in his heart

longing for Allah’s Mercy, as Allah (&%) said:
“They hope for His Mercy.” [Stirah al-Isra (17):57]

The third pillar is Fear: It is in His Statement:
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“The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge) of the Day
of Recompense (i.e., the Day of Resurrection).” [Siirah al-
Fatihah (1):4]
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When a person reading this brings to mind the Reckoning before
Allah [on the Day of Judgment], fear will come to his heart, but he
will remain hopeful of Allah’s pardoning:

“...That He may requite those who do evil with that which
they have done (i.e., punish them in Hell) and reward those
who do good, with what is best (i.e., Paradise).” [Sarah an-
Najm (53):31]

And the terror of the situation of the Day of Resurrection is indeed
great:
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“And what will make you know what the Day of
Recompense is? Again, what will make you know what the
Day of Recompense is? (It will be) the Day when no person
shall have power (to do) anything for another, and the
Decision, that Day, will be (wholly) with Allah.” [Sairah al-
Infitar (82):17-19]

After this, the verse that follows [in S#rah al-Fatihah] is
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“You (Alone) we worship.” [Starah al-Fatihah (1):5]

It is as if you are saying: “You Alone we worship O Allah with the
love that is referenced in:
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“All the praises and thanks are for Allah, the Lord of the
‘Alamin.” [Surah al-Fatihah (1):2],

and with the hope that is referenced in:

“The Most Gracious, the Most Merciful” [Sarah al-Fatihah
(1):3],

and with the fear that is referenced in:
¢ @O <A a5 s B

“The Only Owner (and the Only Ruling Judge) of the Day
of Recompense (i.e., the Day of Resurrection)” [Sarah al-
Fatihah (1):4].

When these foundations of worship are fixed firmly, servitude will
follow. After this, how can it be permitted for a person to say: “I am
a servant of Allah in love to Him only; I do not desire rewards, and
I do not fear any punishment?” There is no doubt that this is
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complete nonsense. [brahim, the close friend of Allah, the leader of
the sincere monotheistic worshipers of Allah, said:
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“And make me one of the inheritors of the Paradise of
Delight.” [Stirah ash-Shu’ara (1):85]

And the Prophet (Jz5454{(%) said to a man:
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“What do you say in prayer?” He replied: “I first recite
Tashahhud (supplication recited in sitting position), and
then I say: O Allah, I ask You for Paradise, and 1 seek
refuge in You from Hell-Fire, but I do not understand
your murmuring and the murmuring of Mu’adh (what
you or he says in the prayer).” The Prophet (J=5.£4{i>)
said: Our murmuring resolves around the same thing
(supplicating for Paradise and seeking refuge from Hell-
fire).”124

124 Reported by Abl Dawiid (792) and authenticated by al-Albani ({5z5) in Sahih
Sunan Abt Dawiid (1/225)
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And the Du’a he (BG4 ) used to make most was:
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“O our Lord, grants us the best in this life and the best in
the next life, and protect us from the punishment of the
Fire.”125

Some of them are even worse in their misguidance, they say:
“Worshipping Allah out of hope in gaining his reward or fear of his
punishment, this is the worship of the businessmen;” this is
undoubtedly from clear misguidance and refuge is sought with
Allah. In fact, all the prophets encouraged the people to long for
Paradise and warned them from Hell-Fire. They themselves asked
Allah for Paradise and sought protection from Him from the Hell-
Fire. So if a person comes and says: “I do not desire Paradise or fear
the Fire, rather, I only want to worship Allah with love;” know that
he is astray and deviated from the Straight Path of Allah, from His
Straight Religion and from adherence to the way of the Prophets and
Messengers.

On the authority of ‘Aishah (@&fz) who said that the
Messenger of Allah (&4l taught her this Du’a:

125 Reported by al-BukharT (6389) and Muslim (2690)
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“O Allah, I ask You for all that is good, in this world and
in the Hereafter, what I know and what I am unaware of.
O Allah, I seek refuge with You from all evil, in this world
and in the Hereafter, what I know and what I do not know
of it. O Allah, I ask You for the good that Your slave and
Prophet has asked You for, and I seek refuge with You
from the evil from which Your slave and Prophet sought
refuge. O Allah, I ask You for Paradise and for that which
brings one closer to it, in word and deed, and I seek refuge
in You from Hell and from that which brings one closer to
it, in word and deed. And I ask You to make every decree
that You decree for me good.”126

126 Reported by Ibn Majah (3846) and authenticated by al-Albani (54z5) in Sahih
Sunan Ibn Majah (3116)
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It has been reported abundantly in the supplications of the Prophet
(Jos484z) that he would ask Allah for Paradise, seek His
protection from the Fire and the punishment of the grave and seek
His refuge from His punishment; then these people that negate come
and say: “We do not want Paradise or fear the Fire, we only love
Allah?!” This is misguidance and deviance; it is upon you to
worship Allah out of love for Him (J;35%), hope in His bounties,
and fear of His punishment. This is why—as has preceded—the

s -

scholars (3:%25) affirm that: “Indeed, all types of worship must have

three pillars and they must be present in the heart: Love of Allah,
hope of His rewards and fear of His punishment.”

In conclusion, it is a must that a person fears Allah and knows His
religion, the Straight Path, and the Upright Way. He should turn to
the Religion of Allah (&= ) rightly: Loving Allah (1&35%), longing
for His Mercy, and fearing His punishment.

I ask Allah, the Most Generous with His Beautiful Names and Lofty
Attributes, to make all of us firm on His Straight Path. O Allah,
guide us to the Straight Way:

—
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“The Way of those on whom You have bestowed Your
Grace, not (the way) of those who earned Your Anger
(such as the Jews), nor of those who went astray (such as
the Christians).”
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9TH GUIDELINE: LOVE, HOPE, & FEAR

O Allah, rectify our religion for us, which is the safeguard of our
affairs; and rectify our worldly (matters), wherein is our livelihood,
make right our afterlife to which is our return; make our life (a
means of) an increase in every good and make death (for us) as a
rest from every evil. O Allah, forgive us for all our sins, the small
and the great, the first and the last, the open and the secret. O Allah,
forgive us and our parents, and the Muslim men and women, and the
believing men and women, the living from them and the dead. O
Allah, we ask you for that which incites Your Mercy and the means
of Your forgiveness, the benefit from every good deed, safety from
every sin, success in attaining Paradise and deliverance from Fire.

And the close of our request is: All the praises and thanks are to
Allah, the Lord of all that exists, and may Allah raise the rank of our
Prophet, Muhammad and send peace upon him and all his family
and companions.
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