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In the  Name of Allah, the  Most Merciful, the 

Bestower of Mercy

T here  is no do u b t  th a t  th e  y o u th  o f  th e  Ummah a re  foundations  of  

th e  h u m a n  build ing - upon  w hich  th is  Ummah is es tab lished . So th e  
y o u th  a re  th e  y o u n g e r  g e n e ra t io n  th a t  will ca rry  th e  responsibili ty  

a f te r  th e i r  fa thers. The y o u th  have  w ith in  th e m  bodily s t re n g th  and 
th ink ing , th ey  have ta len ts  an d  skills and  a p t i tu d e  th a t  a re  new  and  

m o d e rn  th a t  a re  n o t  p re se n t  in o lder  people.

The e lder  folk have w isdom  and  experience , w hils t  th e  y o u th  have 

s t ren g th ,  p rep a red n es s  and  readiness . So if th e  y o u th  and  th e  
e lders w ere  to  w ork  to g e th e r  for th e  a d v a n c e m e n t  o f  th e  Ummah, 
m uch  good w ould be achieved. H owever, if th e  y o u th  go th e i r  own 

way, sep a ra te  from  th e i r  e lders, th e  devils from  th e  h u m an s  and  

th e  J inn  would  com e in b e tw een  th e m  (to cause mischief). So the  
side-lin ing o f  y o u th  tow ards  o th e r  objectives and  aim s is ha rm fu l  to 
th e  Ummah.

The M essenger gave real im p o r ta n c e  to  th e  affair o f

y o u n g  people. He said to  his cousin, 'A bdullah Ibn 'Abbas 

(and he was a y o u n g  boy at th e  time):
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“0  young boy - surely I will teach you some words: Be 
mindful o f  Allah and He will protect you. Be mindful of 
Allah and you will find him in front of you. If you ask, 
then  ask of Allah alone, and if you are in need, then  seek 
assistance from Allah alone. Know th a t  even if the  whole 
Ummah (nation) were to ga the r  together to benefit you 
with something, they could not benefit you except with 
tha t  which Allah has already w ritten  for you.

The Pens have been lifted and the Pages have dried .”1

In a n o th e r  n a rra t io n  re p o r te d  in TirmidhT an d  also found in Imam 

An-NawawT’s ‘Forty HadTth’, Allah’s M essenger said:

fcS.vJLT jXJ 3  '^1 <03

4  ^b> L 3i Laj i. *1 ■ ■ .1 La , j l

ij\j L)(3 ‘•_/sLa)l II 3 1

\

“Remember Allah in times of ease and prosperity, and He 
will rem em ber you in times of hardship and adversity.
And know; th a t  which has passed you by and missed you, 
was never going to befall you, and w hatever has befallen 
you was never going to miss you. And know th a t  victory

1 Sunan At-Tirmidhi: 2518
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comes with patience, relief comes after affliction and ease 
comes after hardship .”

So th is  advice and  g u idance  g a th e rs  to g e th e r  t r e m e n d o u s  d irectives 

for y o u n g  people  w ith  re spec t  to  th e i r  'aqldah, th e i r  conduc t ,  th e i r  

m an n e rs ,  and  th e i r  u t t e r  re liance  u p o n  Allah, an d  th e i r  Emart in th e  

P re-decree  - th a t  w hich  has tak en  place and  is to  take  place. So this 
is a t re m e n d o u s  encom pass ing  advice.

Anas n a r ra te d  th a t  th e  P ro p h e t  was upon  a

rid ing  beast,  and  b e h in d  h im  was M u'adh  tetSjsfe), so he

said:

.SUba U iJU , J 4 j ^  ijj—'j j l i  U

â  Si ji J-4--S ĵ > U :jll .iSSli bbl jj-lj U uAibJ jli
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" >
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“0  Mu'adh!” He responded: “At your  service and call 0  
Messenger of Allah.” Then he called again “0  Mu'adh!” He 
responded: “At your service and call, 0  Messenger of 
Allah.” This occurred th ree  times.

Assured tha t  he had M u'adh’s full a ttention, he 

said to him:

“There is not a servant who declares th a t  there  is none 
who has the right to be worshipped except Allah and tha t
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Muhammad is the  Messenger of Allah, sincerely from his 
heart, except tha t  Allah has made the Hellfire forbidden 
for him.”

Mu'adh said: “0  Messenger of  Allah. Should I not inform 
the people and give them  this glad tiding?” He 

replied:

“No, for they will come to rely upon it.”

Mu'adh m entioned it at the  time of his own death to
avoid falling into sin.”2

So th is  is gu idance  for th e  y o u th  regard ing  th a t  w hich  Allah has 

obligated  upon  His crea tion ; th a t  th ey  a re  to  w orsh ip  Him alone, 

w ith o u t  p a r tn e rs .  This is th e  pu rp o se  o f  th e i r  c rea tion :

“And I created not the  Jinn and hum ans except they that 
should worship Me alone.”3

So th e  r igh t  o f  Allah upon  th e  se rv an ts  is an obligation, it is
m anda to ry .  It is an  affair in w hich  th e re  is no choice for th e m  - to
do it if  they  wish or  to  leave it if  th ey  wish. No, r a th e r  it is 
so m e th in g  obligated  upon  them .

As for th e  r igh t  o f  th e  se rv an t  upon  Allah, th e n  th a t  is a favour 
from Allah, as Allah is o the rw ise  no t  obligated  to  owe an y o n e

1 Sahih Al-Bukharr. 128 an d  Sahih Muslim: 32 

1 Su rah  A dh-D hariyat: 56
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an y th in g  - r a th e r  it is a favour, and  th e  r igh t  o f  th e  favour w ith  Him 

is:

l i l i  aj Si j ^  hi o '

“That He will not punish the  one who does not worship 
anything alongside Him.”4

This proves th a t  w orsh ip ing  Allah a lone  w ith o u t  any p a r tn e r s  (i.e. 

Tawhld) is a g u a ra n te e  from  d e s tru c t io n  - e i th e r  an  abso lu te  
g u a ra n te e  w ith  th e  m ean in g  th a t  a p e rso n  will n e v e r  be pun ished , 

o r  w ith  th e  m ean in g  th a t  he will no t  rem a in  in Hell e ternally ,  even 

if a pe rson  is p u n ished  for th e i r  sins. Such a pe rson  will be rem oved  

from th e  Fire and  e n te re d  in to  Paradise  as long as they  w ere  from  

Ahlut-Tawhld  (The People o f  Tawhld), and  th ey  did no t  associate 

an y o n e  in w orsh ip  w ith  Allah.

It also proves th a t  w h o ev e r  com m its  Shirk a longside Allah, th e n  

indeed  Allah will pun ish  such  a pe rso n  e te rna lly  in Hell hav ing  no 

happ iness  as Allah said:

■ : Jd J! o i A J j h i  aIJlC. .ilyCUs

jL ajl

“Verily, whosoever sets up partners  in worship with 
Allah, then  Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the 
Fire will be his abode. And for the  wrong-doers, there  are 
no helpers.”5

' Sahlh Al-Bukhdri: 2856

5 Surah  A l-M a’idah : 72
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And He, T he Most High, said,

“Verily, Allah forgives not tha t  partners should be set up 
with him in worship, but He forgives lesser than  tha t  to 
whom ever He pleases.”6

And so th e  m ean in g  of th e  P ro p h e t ’s i jp )  saying:

b-k-.t 4_j S > i-otj Si

“That He does not punish the one who does not worship anything alongside 
Him."' - is th a t  ev e ry th in g  th a t  is tak en  as a p a r tn e r  a longside th e  
w orsh ip  of  Allah such as a tree ,  o r  a s tone , o r  a dead  person  or a

living person , o r  a J inn  o r  a h u m a n  or idols o r  angels o r  M essengers

or P rophets ,  o r  those  w ho are  pious - ev e ry th in g  th a t  is associated 

w ith  Allah in w orsh ip , th e n  Allah will no t  forgive th a t  person  

unless th ey  re p e n t  - r e p e n t  to  Allah, seek ing  His Forgiveness, and 
r e tu rn  back to  p u re  m o n o th e ism , believing in, and  w orsh ipp ing  
One God, Allah.

If a person  dies upon  polytheis tic  beliefs, th e n  he will rem ain  

e te rna lly  in Hell. On an occasion, th e  P ro p h e t  spoke to

'U m ar Ibn AbT Salam ah and  he was a y o u th  living in the

house  of  th e  P ro p h e t  due  to  th e  fact th a t  th e  P ro p h e t  m arr ied  his

m o th e r  a f te r  th e  d ea th  of  Abu Salamah. So th is  y o u th  was

6 S urah  A n-N isa’: 48

7 Sahih Al-Bukhan: 2856
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n u r t u r e d  a n d  c u ltiv a te d  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  Allah’s M essenger

“0  youth , say Bismillah, and eat with your r ight hand, and 
eat tha t  which is close to you.”8

And th e  P ro p h e t  said to  th e  g en era l i ty  o f  th e  yo u th ,

“0  young people! Whoever among you can marry, should 
marry, because it helps him to lower his gaze and guard 
his modesty. And whoever is not able to m arry  should 
fast, as fasting diminishes his passions.”9

Allah’s M essenger h e re  is co m m a n d in g  w ith  p ro tec t in g

onese lf  from  sexual im m orality .  This can be ach ieved  by m arr iag e  if 

th ey  a re  able, o r  if no t,  th e n  by do ing  th a t  which  w eakens and 
reduces th e  lusts. T ha t  is ach ieved  by fas ting  o u t  o f  fear  o f  falling 
in to  th e  fitnah  [of fornication]. So th is  is from  his serious co n cern  
for his nation .

So w h en  th e  food a rr ived , th e  P ro p h e t  said

to th e  you th ,

8 Sahih Al-Bukhdrr. 5376

9 Saluh Al-Bukhdrr. 5066



These pieces o f  advice from th e  P ro p h e t  ij\^) to  th e  y o u th

hold validity until th e  Hour is e s tab lished  - an d  it is obligatory  upon  

th e  yo u n g  people  to  hold fast to  them .

Allah’s M essenger also m e n tio n e d  th a t  from  th e  seven

w ho will be shaded  by Allah’s shade  on  th e  Day w h en  th e re  will be 

no o th e r  shade is:

4J0l i j  bii 

“A youth  who was raised upon the  worship of Allah.”10

So if he  or  she is raised upon  th e  w orsh ip  of  Allah an d  is no t  taken  

by th e  flurry an d  im pe tuousness  of  y o u th ,  and  by th e  im pulses of 

y o u th  to  disobey (so he overcam e all o f  th a t  in obed ience  to  Allah), 

he  is rew ard ed  w ith  th is  h o n o u r  on th e  Day o f  R esurrec tion . Allah 

will shade  h im  w ith  His shade  on th a t  severely  h o t  day, w h en  th e  
sun  is b ro u g h t  close to  th e  heads  o f  those  s tand ing  and  Allah will 

shade a g ro u p  o f  people  w ith  His shade  and  from  th e m  will be th e  

y o u th  w ho were  raised upon th e  w orsh ip  o f  Allah.

And in a n o th e r  hadith:

“Your Lord is amazed at a youth  who does not display 
behaviour typical of children.”"

This m eans  th a t  he has overcom e his childish or  teenage  
tendenc ies ,  and  his im pulses o r  o th e r  affairs th a t  b r in g  out

10 Sahih Al-Bukhdri: 1423

11 M usnad Imam Ahmad: 151/4
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im pulsive beh av io u r  in y o u th  - so som e y o u th  overcom e th a t  in 
obed ience  to  Allah.

And Allah is am azed  a t  such a y o u th  because  he has excelled  in this 

t re m e n d o u s  d is t ingu ish ing  quality . And th e  m ean in g  o f  th is  is th a t  
Allah will h o n o u r  him  and  p rese rv e  h im  in th is  world.

Look at th e  saying o f  Allah’s M essenger to  Ibn 'Abbas

“Be acquainted with Allah in times of ease and prosperity 
and He will be acquainted with you in times of 
adversity.”12

If you  w orsh ip  Allah and  you  com e close to  Him in t im es  o f  ease and 

p rosper i ty  an d  th e n  you  are  afflicted w ith  advers ity  and  grief, 
surely  Allah will relieve you  and  save you  from  th a t  period  o f  

co ns tr ic t ion  and  difficulty. From this  is seen th e  obligation placed 

up o n  th e  fa the rs  to  cu ltiva te  and  educa te  th e i r  ch ild ren  - th e  
ch ild ren  will no t  be rec tified  excep t by tak in g  th e  necessary  

m easures .  And th e  g re a te s t  o f  th e se  m easu res  is to  provide  a pious 

cultivation .

So it is a du ty  upon  th e  p a re n ts  to  cu lt iva te  th e i r  ch i ld ren  upon  the  
obed ience  o f  Allah, and  to  raise th e m  up o n  th a t  until  th ey  becom e 
adu lts  whils t  still upon  th a t  obedience , an d  up o n  fondness  and  love 

for it and  ho ld ing  fast to  it.

12 Musnad Imam Ahmad: 307/1
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However, if th e  p a re n ts  d is regard  th e i r  du ties  tow ards  th e ir  

ch ild ren  and  they  are  ra ised  upon  negligence an d  neglec t and  upon 

th e  f leeting  impulses o f  yo u th ,  th e n  th ey  will be w asted  away in 

society. For th is  reason , th e  call o f  th e  P rophe ts  was to  invite  th e  

ch ild ren  and  offspring o f  th e i r  na tions  to  Allah’s w orsh ip  and  to  
piety.

The P ro p h e t  Ibrahim  said:

“0  my Lord! Make me one who performs the  Saldh and 
also my offspring. Our Lord! Accept my invocation.””

And Zakariyyah ( . l i lL i i )  said:

Jjjl C Alji viblj G/j j \ j  Ic-S jAJlli

“0  my Lord! Grant me from yourself  good offspring. You 
are indeed the  All-Hearer o f  invocation.”14

He did n o t  m ere ly  say: g ra n t  me offspring - r a th e r  he said: “Good 
offspring," because  th a t  is th e  t ru ly  desirab le  offspring.

Allah’s M essenger said:

11 S urah  Ibrahim : 40

14 S urah  Al- 'Imran: 38
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“When the son of Adam dies, all of his actions come to an 
end except for three: a continuous charity, knowledge 
th a t  is benefitted from, and a righteous child who 
supplicates for him.”15

All o f  th is  con t in u es  a f te r  his d ea th ;  and  th is  goodness  is show n  to 

th e  p a re n ts  whilst they  a re  in old age - th e  child  serves them ; th e  

one  w hom  they  n u r tu re d  - and  a f te r  th e i r  d ea th  he supplica tes  for 
them .

 ̂  ̂̂   ̂ y * ✓ . - _ > i  ̂  ̂  ̂ ^

U ) u  UUo-i j  oU) ^  1j Jojo N \

* * > 2ft '  '  ft f r S
U^] I U a ^ j  U^J U>&

I 3 }^J

“And your Lord has decreed th a t  you worship none but 
Him, and tha t  you be dutiful to your parents. If one of 
them  or both of them  attain old age in your lifetime, say 
not to them  a word of disrespect, nor shout at them  but 
address them  in term s of honour. And lower un to  them  
the  wing o f submission and humility th rough  mercy and 
say:

15 Sahfh Muslim: 1631



‘My Lord! Bestow upon them  your mercy as they did raise 
me up from when I was small.”’16

So th e  ch ild ren  supp lica te  for th e i r  p a ren ts  due  to  th e  r igh teous  

cu ltiva tion  and  upbring ing , so it becom es a reason  for happ iness ,  

and  goodness  is repaid  by goodness. So th is  shows th e  obligation of 
show ing  co n cern  for th e  ch ild ren . So w h e n  a m an  (or a w om an) 

in tends  to  m arry , th e n  they  should  seek ou t  an d  choose  a r igh teous  

spouse w ho will cultiva te  and  educa te  th e  ch ild ren  up o n  goodness, 

because she is the  place w h ere  th e  seed is p lan ted  and  from  h er  

com es fo rth  th e  p rogeny  - so one m ust  choose  a good and  pious 

wife to  m arry . The P ro p h e t  said:

o i j u  l ^ J j  j  L̂ lLLl J j !

il '-u c o  j  j i- 'h

“A woman is married for four reasons: her wealth (or 
property), her lineage, her beauty, and her religion.
Marry the  one with good religion and you will be 
successful.’’17

Do no t  ju s t  look at h e r  beauty , n o r  to  h e r  w ealth , n o r  to  m ere  
l ineage and  h e r  s ta t ion  in society - r a th e r  look to  th e  religion 
because  th e  religion encom passes  all o f  goodness.

if one  chooses a p a r tn e r  for o th e r  th a n  good religion, th e n  it is 
qu ite  possible th a t  w hich  follows on from th e  o th e r  tra i ts  m ay be 
d ispra ise -w orthy . She may be deceived by h e r  own beauty: w ealth

1" Surah  A l-lsra’: 23-24

17 Sunan lbn Mdjah: 1858
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m ay cause h e r  to  t ran sg re ss  and  h e r  l ineage an d  social s ta tus  m ay 

cause h e r  to  be p ro u d  a n d  h a u g h ty  over  th e  m a n  (so th e  re ligion 

con tro ls  and  te m p e rs  all o f  tha t) .

As for th e  w om an  o f  good religion, th e n  n o th in g  will ap p ea r  from 

h e r  excep t  goodness  - and  if th e y  a re  b lessed w ith  r igh teous  

ch ild ren , she will gu ide  th e m  a n d  cu lt iva te  th e m  up o n  goodness. 

Likewise, it is legislated for th e  fa th e r  w h en  he is b lessed w ith  a 

child, th a t  he chooses for h im  a good nam e  an d  n o t  a h a ted  nam e, 

because  th e  nam e  o f  a p e rso n  has an effect up o n  th a t  person . As th e  
saying goes:

‘For each person, there  is a share for him in his nam e.’

The M essenger sta ted:

l i t  j j  j )

“The most beloved of your names to Allah are 'Abdullah 
and 'Abdur-Rahman.”18

This m eans  th a t  he becom es a se rv a n t  to  Allah by a n a m e  o f  Allah, 
such  as 'Abdul-Azlz or  'A bdur-R ahm an, o r  'Abdullah or  'Abdul- 

Karlm a n d  so on - o r  he  is n a m e d  M u h am m ad  o r  'All o r  Salih or  
o th e r  good nam es. He is n o t  n a m e d  w ith  a nam e  th a t  causes o n e ’s 
h ea r in g  to  be repe lled  - t h a t  is a because  a n a m e  has an effect on 

th e  l is tene r  an d  upon  th e  one nam ed .

18 Sahih Muslim: 2132
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For th is  reason , w h en  Suhail b in  'Am r cam e to  m ake reconcilia tion  

w ith  th e  P ro p h e t  a t  Hudaybiyah, and  Suhail was a p o ly the is t  a t th a t  

t im e, th e  P ro p h e t  said:

K, 0 t f " - ,  ̂ e
j - V 1

“Now the m a tte r  has become easy for you (SahulaI9).”20

M eaning  th a t  it is a sign th a t  so m e th in g  good will h a p p e n  and 

be ing  hopeful of th a t  and  th is  was due  to  his nam e  ‘Suhail.’ So no 

d o u b t  hav ing  a good n am e has an  effect up o n  th e  one  w ho h ears  it 
an d  upon  th e  one n am ed  w ith  it.

Also from  th e  r igh ts  o f  th e  child  upon  th e  p a re n t  (fa ther) is th a t  he 
should  carry  o u t  th e  'aqiqah by th e  s lau g h te r  o f  a p resc r ibed  animal 

as an  ac t o f  w orsh ip  to  Allah, in g ra t i tu d e  to  Him ( j ^ ) ,  because  it 

is a m eans  of  nea rness  to  Allah and  be ing  thank fu l  to  Allah - and it 
has a good effect upon  th e  n ew -b o rn  due  to  th e  fact th a t  th e re  is 

good in w orship . For th e  boy tw o sheep  are  to  be s lau g h te red  and  

for a girl one sheep. This is an es tab lished  S unnah  and  by it, one 

achieves a good effect upon  th e  new -b o rn  child.

Abu Dawud rep o r ts  th a t  Allah’s M essenger said:

___ - > Ik.

“Every new-born is held in pledge by the 'aqiqah.”2'

ig Sahula: m ean s ‘to make easy.’

20 Sahih Al-Bukhari: 2732

21 Sunan Abu Dawud: 2838
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It is s lau g h te red  on th e  sev en th  day, and  th e  [baby’s] head  is shaved  

a nd  th e  child  n am ed  - these  a re  th e  m eans  o f  a t ta in in g  goodness  for 

th e  new -born  and  are  from  th e  m a t te rs  pu rsu ed  by th e  fa th e r  for 
his offspring.

Likewise, it is im p o r ta n t  for th e  p a re n ts  to  carry  ou t  th e  com m ands  

o f  th e  P ro p h e t  reg a rd in g  th e  ch ild ren  such as his

saying:

“Command your children with the  prayer at the  age of 
seven, and smack them  lightly at the  age of ten  if they do 
not pray and also separate the ir  beds at th a t  age.”22

So th e  fa th e r  is th e  sh e p h e rd  in cha rge  o f  his flock, and  likewise the  

m o th e r  is responsib le  over h e r  d u ty  o f  care.

So upon  th e m  is to  c o m m a n d  th e i r  ch i ld ren  w ith  th e  p ray e r  once 

th ey  have  reached  th e  age o f  seven. They  co m m an d  th e m  to pray 
even  th o u g h  it is no t  obliga tory  u p o n  th e  ch i ld ren  th em se lv es  to 
p ray  a t  t h a t  age. So it is done  as th is  will have  a good effect on th e m  

due to  th e  fact th a t  th ey  will p o n d e r  ove r  it and  becom e 

accustom ed  to  it.

Also th e  p a re n ts  m u s t  superv ise  w h e re  th ey  sleep. They  a re  n o t  left 

to  sleep to g e th e r  (u n d e r  th e  sam e covers), so as to  avoid any

22 Sunan Abu Dawud: 495
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surfac ing  of confused  desires t h a t  b r ing  abou t evil. So th ey  are  kep t 

a p a r t  in th e  beds (from th e  age o f  ten). They  a re  n o t  left in o n e  bed 

and  th is  is a p rev en ta t iv e  m easu re ,  an d  as th ey  say; p rev en t io n  is 

b e t te r  th a n  cure.

The Sahdbah ca rr ied  ou t  th e se  guidelines and  im p lem en ted  th e m  

w ith  re spec t  to  th e i r  ch ild ren . Youth  w ere  ra ised  up  from  am ong  

th em , w ho led th e  Ummah w ith  know ledge, Jihad, te ach in g  and 

calling to Allah th e  likes o f  ibn 'Abbas, Ibn 'Umar, 'Abdullah

Ibn 'Amr ibn Al-'As, M u'adh Ibn Jabal, Zaid ibn T habit  - these  w ere  

th e  y o u th  w hose  nam es  re so u n d  and  re v e rb e ra te  th ro u g h o u t  

h istory , to  th is  very  day. T h a t  is because  they  w ere  ra ised  upon  the  
gu idance  and  d irec t ion  of  th e  M essenger and  up o n  th e  cultiva tion  

o f  th e i r  paren ts .

We do n o t  ask o u r  ch ild ren  to  be u p r ig h t  and  s teadfas t whils t  we 

neglect th e m  and  are  lax. R a the r  we take  th e  m eans  for th e ir  

rectif ication  and  up righ tness .  As for m erely  asking th e m  to be 

u p r ig h t  and  pious w ith o u t  us tak ing  th e  m eans  to  ach ieve  tha t ,  
th e n  th a t  is a waste  o f  effort.

So it is necessary  to  take  th e  m eans  if you  w an t  y o u r  y o u th  to  be 

raised upon  goodness  and  up r igh tness ,  an d  raised  so th a t  they  
serve  you  and  serve  th e  Ummah in a good way. So show  th e m  

co n cern  and  be p a t ie n t  w ith  w h a t  you  e n c o u n te r  o f  fatigue due  to 
th em , for all o f  th is  is considered  as s tr iv ing  in th e  Pa th  o f  Allah. 

Allah ( )  said:

I ̂ '-1C. ^  14./aU .tRI .s>\\ > uTLaI
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“And enjoin the  prayer on your family and be patient 
upon it.”23

So be ing  p a t ie n t  is a necessity  an d  m ere ly  s it t ing  back whilst 

w ish ing  th a t  y o u r  child  becom es s teadfas t an d  r igh teous  is no t  an 
option! So p a tience  and  hope  is necessary  along  w ith  a good 

in ten t io n  - and  if you  ca rry  o u t  th e  m eans, th e n  Allah will no t  allow 

th e  good acts  o f  a pe rson  to  be w asted . And Allah, th e  Most High, 
said:

> t -

“And as for those who believe and th en  the ir  offspring 
follow them  in faith, We will unite  them  with their 
offspring and We will not diminish the  reward o f  the ir  
deeds at all. Every person is subject to w hat he has 
earned.”24

So Allah will place th e  ch ild ren  a longside  th e i r  p a re n ts  in Paradise  

because  o f  th e  fact th a t  th e i r  p a re n ts  ra ised  th e m  upon  t ru e  faith, 

obedience , w orsh ip  and  goodness  - so th e  ch ild ren  followed th e i r  

p a re n ts  and  p roceeded  upon  th e i r  m ethodo logy . And on  th e  Day of 
R esurrec tion , if th e i r  p a re n ts  e n te r  Parad ise  an d  th e  ch i ld ren  e n te r  
Paradise, and  th e  ch ild ren  are  placed in th e i r  s ta t ions  and  th e  
p a re n ts  in even  h ig h e r  s ta tions, th e n  Allah will show  k indness  and 
g eneros ity  to  th e  p a re n ts  an d  raise th e i r  ch i ld ren  to  th o se  h ig h er  

s ta t ions  a n d  vice-versa, if  th e  p a re n ts  a re  p laced in th e i r  s ta t ions  in

23 Surah  Ta-H a: 132

24 S u rah  A t-T ur: 21
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Paradise  and  th e i r  ch ild ren  in h ig h e r  s ta tions th a n  th em , th e n  

Allah will show kindness  to  th e  p a re n ts  by un it ing  th e m  w ith  th e i r  

ch ild ren  in Paradise, in a ff irm ation  of, a n d  rew ard  for th e i r  su p p o r t  

o f  th e i r  ch ild ren  (in ra ising th e m  upon  th e  Sunnah).

“As for you, O Youth!”

As for you, 0  you th ,  th e n  you  m ust  pay a t te n t io n  to  yourse lves  first 

a nd  forem ost. Upon you  is to  seek beneficial know ledge and  th a t  is 

achieved by seek ing  know ledge at  th e  hands  o f  th e  scholars 
w h e th e r  th a t  be in th e  schools, th e  academ ies o f  learning, th e  

d e p a r tm e n ts  of  s tudy  at un iversit ies  or  in th e  m osques. A ttend  th e  
classes of  th e  scholars  w ho a re  w ell-know n for knowledge, 

s teadfas tness  and  fear  o f  Allah (j££p) - th o se  w ho are  free from 

s tran g e  ideas and  speech  th a t  co n trad ic ts  th e  Sunnah.

Cling to  th e  u p r ig h t  scholars  w ho  d irec t  yo u  to  t h a t  w hich  is sound 

and  correc t.  Take from  th e i r  beliefs, knowledge, m an n e rs ,  good 

conduct ,  and  th e  sound  Manhaj (m ethodology), upon  w hich  you  
base y o u r  in te rac t ion  be tw een  yourse lves  and  o the rs ,  for indeed 

th e  scholars are  th e  in her i to rs  o f  th e  P rophe ts .  So ju s t  as th e  y o u th  
am o n g s t  th e  Sahabah lea rn ed  know ledge from  Allah’s M essenger 

an d  from  th e  m ore  learned  scholars from  th e  

com panions ,  th e n  likewise you  are  to  seek know ledge from  th e  

in h e r i to rs  o f  Allah’s M essenger and  th ey  a re  th e

Scholars.

Take know ledge from  those  w ho  possess it  w h e th e r  it be  by form al 

studies  o r  by a t te n d in g  conferences,  o r  lectures  o r  adm on it ions ,  o r  
by m ere ly  read ing  beneficial books.
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Here we com e to  tw o pa ths  t h a t  a re  dev ia t ions  in learning:

Firstly:

To s tudy  books w ith o u t  [the exp lan a t io n s  of] th e  scholars; th is  is a 
dev ia ted  p a th  and  m any  have gone  as t ray  due  to  it, because  th e y  do 

no t u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t  is in th e  books o r  th ey  u n d e rs ta n d  th e m  in a 
m a n n e r  th a t  was no t  in ten d ed  due  to  th e  fact t h a t  th e y  are  no t 

exp la ined  an d  clarified for th e m  - o r  it is possible th a t  an  a u th o r  is 

as tray  and  m isguided  in his th o u g h ts  and  his know ledge  so he fills 
his books w ith  errors!

So th is  u n lea rn ed  y o u th  reads th e se  books, adop ts  th e m , believes in 
th e m  - bu t  th e se  books a re  n o t  to  be relied upon. Even those  books 

th a t  are  au th en t ic ,  th e n  you  will n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  th e m  in the  
requ ired  fashion. The Khawarij w ith  th e i r  self-professed in telligence 

and  th e i r  a p p a re n t  piety, did n o t  go as tray  excep t  due  to  th e i r  

d issociating  them se lves  from  th e  scholars and  re ly ing  up o n  each 

o the r .  So th ey  w ould seek know ledge from  each  o th e r  and  th u s  

th ey  h a rm e d  them selves,  an d  th e n  th e  Ummah. And th is  is the  

resu lt  o f  th is  d issociation  an d  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  th e  scholars.

I advise you  to  busy yourse lves  w ith  th e  p u rsu i t  o f  beneficial 
know ledge at th e  hands o f  th e  scholars  and  th a t  you  leave off 
d ispu ting  reg a rd in g  th e  people, and  th a t  you  ab an d o n  backbiting, 
ta le-carry ing , criticizing, an d  sp read ing  s tories - for th is  is a 

w idesp read  evil th a t  has div ided th e  y o u th  o f  th e  Ummah. It has 
m ade  th e m  sects and  par ties  due to  th is  reviling  o f  people.
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So th e re  are  th o se  to  w hom  n o th in g  is m ore  im p o r ta n t  than :  “so- 
and-so said th is” and  “so-and-so said that." W hat co n ce rn  is so-and-so  

to  you? R ather you  should  seek know ledge until  you  becom e 

acq ua in ted  w ith  th e  t ru th .  As for you  try in g  to  dig up  th e  m istakes 

of  th e  people  before you  have  lea rned  and  s tud ied , and  you  s ta r t  
saying “so-and-so said th is” an d  “so-and-so said th a t” and  “I warn you  

from so-and-so,” th e n  th is  m e thodo logy  is no t a co rrec t  

m ethodology .

Allah ( sai d:

“0  you who believe! If a rebellious evil person comes to 
you with news, verify it, lest you harm  people in 
ignorance, and afterwards you become regretful about 
w hat you have done.”25

And how are  you  to  ge t  clarification and  verification  excep t  by 

s tudy ing  beneficial know ledge a t  th e  h ands  of  th e  people  of  
know ledge w ho are  well-know n for it.

Secondly:

Be careful and  bew are , 0  y o u n g  people, o f  th e  callers to 
m isguidance  - for indeed  th e  callers to  m isgu idance  in o u r  t im e  are

25 S urah  Al-Hujurat: 6
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plentiful and  th e  M essenger fo rew arn ed  th e  Ummah o f

th e m  w h en  he said:

‘vLlhll i

“Indeed I fear for my Ummah the  callers to 
misguidance."26

i.e. th o se  w ho lead th e m  to m isguidance.

And he said:

“Indeed th a t  which I fear most for my nation is the 
hypocrite with a rehearsed, e loquent tongue.”27

i.e. T h a t  he has e loquence  and  skill in speech  and  he is able to  
sp read  confusion  and  doub ts  and  is able to  tw is t  th e  t ru th ,  

falsifying it and  th e n  th ro w in g  th a t  a t  th e  people; so th e  ig n o ran t  

one  th inks  it is know ledge, an d  a [religious] evidence, w h e reas  in 

reality  it is no m ore  t h a n  a deceitfu l m irage  or  illusion.

So upon  you  is to  focus on  seek ing  know ledge  an d  to  acquire  it 
from  th e  w ell-know n people  o f  know ledge, and  do n o t  ju s t  limit 

yourse lves  to  ju s t  read ing  books o r  to  ju s t  l is ten ing  to  audios. Some 
people  seek know ledge by th is  m eans, so a p e rso n  will re a d  books 
or  lis ten  to  audio  lec tu res  and  th e n  say: “I took knowledge from so- 
and-so from his book and his audios."

26 Sunan At-Tirmidhf: 2230, Sunan Abu Dawud: 4252, M usnad Imam Ahmad: 

22505 (284/5)

27 M usnad Imam A hm ad: 143 (2 2 /1)
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This [by itself  w ith o u t  sitting] is a huge m istake. Knowledge is 
taken  from  th e  scholars  and these  books are  an aid, an assis tance 

and  a m eans  th a t  a re  taken  alongside sit t ing  w ith  th e  scholars. So 

th e  scho la r  is asked abou t th e se  books an d  he explains  th em , and 
he clarifies th em , clarifying th e  t r u th  from th e  e r ro rs  in them .

So if one of  you  w a n te d  to  s tudy  medicine, would  you  ju s t  read  

books on m edic ine  and  th e n  prac tise  it? And th e n  t r e a t  th e  people 

based on y o u r  read ing  o f  these  books? Perhaps  you  would  en d  up 
killing a lot o f  people  by th is  m e thod ,  because  you  are  no t  a 

physician, r a th e r  you  a re  a fake physician.

And th e re  are  som e n a rra t io n s  th re a te n in g  th e  one w ho  p re ten d s  

to  be a physic ian  whils t  n o t  know ing  m edicine. And th is  is re la ted  

to  m edicine, so w h a t  abou t th e  re ligion and  know ledge?  So you  

have n o t  s tud ied  in th e  co rrec t  m a n n e r  - r a th e r  you  have learned  
from  audios you  have heard ,  o r  books you  have read.

This is no t  th e  p a th  o f  knowledge. R a the r  we say: Yes, benefi t  from 

th e  books, and  benefit  y o u rse lf  from  th e  audio  lectures, b u t  th is  is 
alongside y o u r  also s it t ing  w ith  th e  scholars; and  th e y  will co rrec t  
th e  m isu n d e rs tan d in g s  o f  w h a t  you  have read  a n d  heard , and  you 
can  ask th e  teacher .  Allah, th e  Most High, said:

j ]  jZ% \ ji>I i / C l i

“So ask the  people of Remembrance if you do not
know.”28

28 Surah  Al-Anbiya’: 7
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And th e  people  o f  R em em brance  a re  th e  peop le  o f  knowledge; so do 

n o t  rely u p o n  y o u r  own u n d e rs ta n d in g  o r  on  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  of 

one w ho is s im ilar to  you  o r  m ore  ig n o ra n t  th a n  you  - r a th e r  it is 

u p o n  you  to  ask th e  people  o f  know ledge. Allah did no t  say: “Some o f  
you should ask others from amongst yourselves.” Rather, He said:

J i u j L l S

“So ask the people of Remembrance.”

So th is  is m y advice to  all y o u n g  people; th a t  th e y  shou ld  focus on 
seek ing  beneficial know ledge  and  th a t  th ey  should  seek know ledge 

from  th e  scholars, t r u s tw o r th y  and  reliable in th e i r  know ledge and  

in th e i r  fear  an d  du ty  to  Allah.

Ibn STrln (d. HO AH) sta ted:

“Indeed this knowledge is religion, so look to whom you 
take your religion from.”29

So w ould  you  take  y o u r  know ledge  from  an  igno ram us or one who 

is as tray?  T h a t  w ould  no t  be correc t .  Or w ould  you  take  y o u r  
re lig ion from  a book [w ithou t  it be ing  expla ined] - all o f  th is  is no t 
good. Do no t  take  y o u r  re lig ion ex cep t  from  a pious scholar. Allah, 

th e  Most High, said:

frLOjdl a-sUx-

29 M uqaddimah Sahih Muslim
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“It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves 
th a t  fear Allah.”30

So take  from  th e  scholars w ho  fear  Allah. So th e re  are  tw o 

conditions: firstly, th a t  he is a scholar, and  secondly, th a t  he fears 
Allah.

So a scho la r  w ho does n o t  fear Allah, th e n  do n o t  take  from  him. 

And if o n e  fears Allah b u t  is no t  a scholar, th e n  likewise do no t  take 
from  him.

And it has been  au then tica lly  r e p o r te d  from  th e  P rophe t  

th a t  he said:

jjC- J U L s  d — i i  i j j * . - o j  oj<—o {Jxs ^ > - j  o r

il—j i j  — j j  : j l i i  o d ls  tv_usslj

3^-’'/ tAj l_A Aj aAjLA3 4*̂  !3^-^ 3

^  3 ^  ^  3 ^  :3 ^  ( 3 ^  J > 3  J . i s  j j b l

J )  J ^y*J : 3 ^  ^  j-*

3! JU o oV®

4^=0 oJULs .v—jIjJlSI Â =a.j<̂L>J Â -râ Sl a

A^=uSLa c J l i j  t j l i i  O Jb  *>LJLa UjIj s\>-

i. d 0 iŷ >~ A *G]

30 Su rah  Fatir: 28
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t<J 3-^ 0^" Cm b* ij-~-G :Jla i -L»Sl>-

*C2~j Jl i£=uSU> 4^aJai o l j l  ^jji i J ^ J ^  til vi-^

“There was a man from am ong a nation before you who 
killed ninety-nine people and then  made an inquiry about 
the most learned person on the ear th  and was directed to 
a monk. He came to him and told him tha t  he had killed 
ninety-nine people and asked him if the re  was any 
chance for his repentance  to be accepted. He replied in 
the  negative and the  man killed him also, completing one 
hundred. He then  asked about the  most learned man in 
the  land and was was directed to a scholar.

He told him th a t  he had killed one hundred  people and 
asked him if there  was any chance for his repentance  to 
be accepted. He replied in the  affirmative and said,

‘Who stands between you and repentance? Go to such 
and such land; there  you will find people devoted to the 
prayer and worship of  Allah. Join them  in worship, and 
do not come back to your  land because it is an evil place.’

So he went away and hardly had he covered half  the  
distance when death  overtook him; and there  was a 
dispute between the  angels of mercy and the  angels of 
torm ent. The angels of mercy pleaded,

‘This man has come with a repenting  heart  to Allah,’

and the angels of pun ishm ent argued,

‘He never did a virtuous deed in his life.’
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Then there  appeared ano the r  angel in the  form of a 
hum an being, and the  contending angels agreed to make 
him arbiter between them. He said,

‘Measure the distance between the  two lands. He will be 
considered belonging to the land to which he is nearer .’

They measured and found him closer to the land of the 
pious where he in tended to go, and so the angels of 
mercy collected his soul.”31

And in a n o th e r  n a r ra t io n  in th e  SahTh:

“And he was closer to the  land of the  pious by one hand 
span, and he was made from their  people.”

And in a n o th e r  n a r ra t io n  in th e  Sahlh:

“Allah called upon one side to be distant and one side to 
be closer, and He said: ‘Measure between the two lands.’
And they found him to be closer [to the  land of the  pious] 
by a hand span and so He forgave him.”

And in a n o th e r  narra t ion :

“He was closer to it by a chest’s distance.”

All o f  th is  good cam e abou t due to  a qu es t io n  to  a scholar. As for the  

w o rsh ip p e r  who is igno ran t ,  th e n  you  know  w h a t  resu lted  from

31 A greed U pon ( B ukhan  an d  Muslim).
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tha t;  an d  th a t  is th e  d ifference  b e tw een  th e  an sw er  o f  an  igno ran t  

one  an d  th e  an sw er  o f  a scholar. For th is  reason , Allah’s M essenger 

said:

‘d - d  J-JajaS" J o d d i  Ulas d)l

“The excellence of  the  scholar over the  general 
worshipper is like the brightness of  the full moon over 
the  twinkling of the  stars.”32

So w h a t  is th e  d ifference b e tw een  th e  m oon  a n d  th e  s tars?  The 

m oon  illum inates  th e  w orld  for th e  people  w ith  its b r igh tness ,  

w hereas  th e  stars  only i l lum ina te  them selves .  And th e  w o rsh ip p e r ’s 
w orsh ip  is re s tr ic ted  to  h im se lf  and  he ca n n o t  benefit  o th e r  people  

w ith  it. As for th e  scho la r  th e n  his benefi t  is w idespread  ju s t  as th e  

i l lum ination  o f  th e  m oon  reaches  th e  people  -  so do no t  ab an d o n  or 
do w ith o u t  th e  scholars.

Rather, it is upon  you  to  accep t  th e m  and  to  take  y o u r  ques tions  to  

th e m  so long as th ey  a re  am o n g s t  you, and  do n o t  rely  up o n  y o u r  
ow n u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  affairs o r  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  

ignoram uses  or  th e  im poste rs  w ho  have  no t  s tud ied  w ith  th e  

people  o f  know ledge, th o se  w ho have  only s tud ied  w ith  those  who 
are  like them selves .

These  people  an d  those  w ho take  from  th em , th e n  th e i r  p a th  is an 
e r ro n eo u s  p a th  because  th ey  do no t  take  know ledge using th e  
co rrec t  and  sound  m ethod .  Allah sta ted:

32 Sunan Abu Dawud: 3641
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j a  j ^ \  J p '  jjr4Jj

“It is not from piety th a t  you en te r  the  houses from the 
back but piety is the  quality of  the  one who fears Allah. So 
e n te r  houses th rough their  p roper doors.”33

So know ledge is sough t th ro u g h  th e  co r rec t  doors  an d  it is no t 
sough t from  th e  h ighes t  par ts  first; r a th e r  know ledge is sough t in 

s tages, piece by piece; beg inn ing  w ith  th e  easy affairs th e n  th ro u g h  

to  th e  difficult ones.

As for those  w ho take  know ledge in one  fell swoop and  app roaches  

it from  th e  h ighes t  level, th e n  th e y  do n o t  acquire  a n y th in g  except 
ignorance  an d  self-delusion - and  if only th e i r  ignorance  and  

delusion was lim ited to  them selves! However, th e  p rob lem  is th a t  

th ey  d irec t  th e i r  con d u c t  tow ard s  o th e rs  and  th e y  a re  pu t  to  trial 

and  th ey  speak  ab o u t  Allah and  His M essenger w ithou t

knowledge, an d  based  upon  e r ro n e o u s  and inco rrec t  

u nders tand ings .

So th is  is a wicked path ,  y e t  it is a m ode  o f  lea rn ing  th a t  is m uch  
used today. And m any  of th e  y o u th  have ab an d o n ed  th e  scholars 
and  ab an d o n ed  tak ing  know ledge from  th em , an d  you  see w h a t  has 

re su lted  from  th is  m igh ty  tr ibu la tion! And th e re  has ar isen  those  
w ho claim to  call to  Jihad and  claim  to  call to  know ledge and  th e re  
has ap p ea red  in th e  lands d es truc tion ,  fear, a n d  killing.

33 S urah  A l-B aqarah: 189
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And all o f  th is  is a re su lt  o f  b reak in g  away from  th e  scholars 

because  th ey  scare  people  aw ay from  th e  scholars, d riv ing  th e m  

away whilst send ing  th e m  tow ards  people  like them se lves  from  th e  

misguided  callers and  th e  people  o f  d is to r ted  ideas. So they  

b ra inw ash  th e  people  and  in d o c tr in a te  th e m  w ith  these  ideas - and  
all o f  th is  is a re su lt  o f  b reak ing  away and  isolating them selves  

away from  th e  scholars, from  society, from  th e  m a in  body of  

Muslims, and  th e  Muslim rulers. The  P ro p h e t  in form ed

Hudhaifah  Ibn Al-Yaman o f  th e  t r ibu la t ions  to  come.

Hudhaifah  asked: “0  M essenger o f  Allah, w h a t  do you  c o m m a n d  me 

w ith  if I reach  th is  (fitnah )?” He said:

~  ̂a La „ I ... „ 1 i Ai-L̂ ^

“To hold fast to the  main body of the  Muslims and their  
leader.”34

And th is  is sa lvation from  th e  tr ib u la t io n s  and  ca lam ities, b u t  if you  

ab an d o n  th e  Jama ah (m ain  body) o f  th e  Muslims, an d  th e i r  ruler, 

th e n  you  will be d es troyed  by th e  t r ibu la t ions  ju s t  as occu rred  to 

those  people  (the Khawdrij) and  th o se  like th em . The P ro p h e t  

said:

“There are th ree  affairs towards which the  heart  of the 
believer does not harbour hatred: Maintaining sincerity 
in actions for Allah; giving advice to the  Muslim ruler, 
and holding fast to the  main body o f  the Muslims. For

34 SahFh Al-Bukhari: 7084
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verily, the  supplication of the rulers encompasses all 
those behind them .”35

And Allah stated:

 ̂ „ _ '‘ it-
kill \^La\ i 11

“0  you who believe! Fear Allah, and be with those who 
are tru thfu l.”36

i.e. Be alongside th e  Jama ah (main body) o f  th e  believers an d  th e  
s incere  scholars  and  w ith  th e  Muslim ru lers  so th a t  you  are  saved 

from  tr ibu la t ions  an d  false ideas. Upon you , 0  yo u th ,  is to  carefully 
utilise y o u r  t im e  with  th a t  w hich  benefits  you  in y o u r  religious and  

worldly affairs: in seeking sus ten an ce  and  provision; in seeking 

knowledge; and being  dutiful to  y o u r  paren ts ;  in fulfilling th e  

obligations and  avoid ing  w h a t  is p rohib ited .

So all o f  th is  is b ind ing  upon  you , for th is  is th e  pa th  o f  salvation. 

Beware o f  w asting  y o u r  t im e  w ith  satellite  channe ls ,  o r  w ith  th e  
in te rn e t ,  o r  w ith  new spapers  an d  m agazines th a t  lead to  evil and 
circu la tion  o f  dev ia ted  ideas.

And bew are  o f  th e  callers to  m isguidance , those  w ho e n tra p  the  
y o u th  and  en sn a re  th e m  - th ey  seek to  cu t  o ff  th e  y o u th  from  th e i r  

families, th e i r  com m unit ies ,  an d  th e n  th e y  th ro w  th ese  ideas a t 
them . So you  will find a y o u th  isolating h im se lf  away from  the  

m osques and  from  th e  Friday p rayers  and  congrega tiona l  p rayers. 
T hen  it is no t  know n w h ere  he has d isappeared  to  until it is

35 Musnad Imam Ahmad: 20607 (183/5)

36 S u rah  A t-T aw bah: 119
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an n o u n c e d  th a t  he was killed alongside  those  d es truc tive  people, o r  
cap tu red  a longside them .

This is th e  resu lt  o f  negligence, and  th is  is th e  end  resu lt  o f  th e  

y o u n g  people  w ho  do n o t  accep t advice, an d  th ey  do n o t  take  the  

saying of  th e  M essenger in ho ld ing  fast to  th e  Jama ah

of th e  Muslims, and  th e  Muslim ru lers , an d  being  dutiful to  th e  
p aren ts ,  an d  serv ing  th e  p a re n ts  a n d  in p ray ing  th e  Jum u'ah  and  th e  

congrega tiona l  p rayers . Due to  th e m  w as ting  th e se  m a t te rs ,  they  

fall in to  th e  hands  o f  th e  enem ies  and  th ey  p ro m p t  th e m  w ith  these  

ideas th a t  b r ing  th e i r  lives to  an  en d  - to  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  it is very 
difficult to  cu re  even  th e  su rv ivors  from  th e m , because  his in te llect 

has been  c o r ru p te d  and  he has b een  b ra inw ashed .  So it is difficult 

to  cu re  h im  ju s t  like a p e rso n  w ho  has b een  afflicted w ith  a disease 
th a t  has no cure, such as cancer  and  its like.

R a the r  th e  co rru p t io n  o f  th e  m ind  is m ore  severe  th a n  th e  chron ic  

and  te rm in a l  illnesses, because  th e  te rm in a l  illnesses des troy  th e  

body and  d ea th  is inevitable. However, th e  illness th a t  afflicts th e  
m inds  and  th e  th o u g h ts  des troys  o n e ’s religion and  beliefs - and  

a f te r  th is  ty p e  o f  illness th e re  is no h app iness  ever  unless Allah 
bestow s His b o u n ty  upon  such  a pe rso n  an d  he re p e n ts  to  Allah, 

and  Allah is fully capable  over  all th ings. Having said th a t ,  it is 
difficult upon  th e  likes o f  th e se  people  to  r e p e n t  due  to  th e  fact th a t  
th e se  wicked ideas have  p e n e t ra te d  th e i r  minds. Allah said:
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“So when they deviated from the Path of Allah, Allah 
deviated their  hearts. And Allah guides not the 
wrongdoing people.”37

And th is  is a p u n ish m e n t  for th em ; o the rw ise  Allah is fully able to  
guide th em , how ever  He pun ishes  th e m  (due to  th e i r  dev ia tion  

from  th e  t ru th )  and  p rev en ts  th e m  from  receiving His guidance.

Why is th a t?  It is because th e y  s inned  aga ins t  th e  co m m an d s  of 

Allah, so Allah pun ished  th em , and  th e y  do n o t  r e p e n t  and  th e y  do 
n o t  r e tu rn  to  th e  t ru th ,  as a p u n ish m e n t  from Allah, a longside th e  

fact th a t  Allah is fully able to  gu ide  th em . However, He 

p rev en ts  th e m  from  g u idance  as a p u n ish m e n t  for them .

We ask Allah for wellbeing an d  safety. We ask Allah to  m ake  these  
w ords easy and  to  m ake th is  sound  advice a m eans  o f  goodness, 

in sh a ’Allah. This affair actually  requ ires  m ore  th a n  w h a t  has been 

s ta ted , bu t  due  to  th e  sh o r tn ess  o f  t im e  and  th e  n u m ero u s  
questions,  we will spend  th e  res t  o f  th e  t im e  answ er ing  questions.

37 Surah  As-Saf: 5
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Selected Questions

Question:

0  noble  Shaikh, w ha t  is y o u r  advice to  those  y o u th s  w ho  abstain  

from  th e  scholars an d  are  d is ta n t  from  th e m , and  from  th e  books o f  
Salafiyyah whilst busy ing  th em se lves  w ith  books o f  dev ia ted  
ideologies?

Answer:

As i ind ica ted  in my talk, it is ob ligatory  up o n  th e  y o u th  to  tu r n  to 

th e  s incere  scholars  w ho a re  w ell-know n for know ledge and 

s teadfastness .  And it is th e  scho la rs  w ho  will d irec t  th e m  to 
beneficial books and  inform  th e m  o f  books th a t  a re  no t  suitable.

The one  w ho reads books w ith o u t  a te ach e r ,  th e n  he has no t tak en  
t ru e  ad van tage  from  th em . The beneficial books are  n u m ero u s ,  and 

all pra ise  is for Allah, and  th e  best o f  th e m  is th e  Book o f  Allah; y e t  

no t  everyone  w ho reads th e  Book o f  Allah u n d e rs ta n d s  it.

The Khawarij read  th e  Book o f  Allah and  th ey  seek to  es tab lish  it, 

like th e  es tab l ish m en t  o f  an  arrow ; a n d  th ey  a re  k n o w n  for be ing  
people  o f  th e  Q ur’an. They re v e rb e ra te  w ith  its rec i ta t ion , like th e  
re v e rb e ra t io n s  and  th e  h u m m in g  o f  bees. And th e y  a re  know n  for 

th e  n igh t  p rayer;  y e t  th e y  do n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  Q ur’an.®8

38 See Sahih Al-Bukhari: 5058 a n d  Sahih Muslim: 2456; b o th  o f  th e s e  a re  th e  

hadiths o f  Abu Sa'Td Al-KhudrT
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So th is  is a calamity. The affair is n o t  th e  m ere  p resence  o f  books, if 

th e se  people  do n o t  u n d e rs ta n d  th e  Q ur’an and  th ey  w e n t  as tray  

and  dev ia ted  from  th e  co rrec t  p a th  y e t  th ey  rec ite  Allah’s Book and  

they  rec ite  it in th e  n igh t  prayer ,  th e n  w h a t  w ould  be th e  case w ith  

th e  o th e r  books? So th e  affair is no t  abou t books, r a th e r  it is abou t 

th e  scholars.

0  slaves o f  Allah. The affair is to  focus on  th e  scholars; they  are  th e  

exam ple , th ey  a re  th e  in h e r i to rs  o f  th e  P rophe ts ,  w ith o u t  th e  

scholars, know ledge does no t  rem ain .

And 1 s truck  an exam ple  for you  w ith  th e  m edicine. The books of 

medic ine  a re  p re se n t  and  available, b u t  if th e re  are  no physicians 
p resen t ,  will th e  books o f  m edic ine  benefit?  They will no t  benefit .  It 

is necessary  th a t  th e re  are  th o se  w ho are  acq ua in ted  w ith  th e m  and  
have expertise .  This is in th e  affair o f  m edicine, so how  abou t the  

affairs o f  Islamic Law and  knowledge?!

Question:

W hat is y o u r  advice co n ce rn in g  a y o u th  w ho lives in a ho m e w here  
th e re  is a sate llite  dish, and  television channe ls?  Should he leave 
th e  ho m e  an d  s tay  away f rom  his family, o r  w h a t  should  he do?

Answer:

This is a tr ibu la t ion  w h en  th e  fa thers  are  th e  ones w ho b r in g  evils 
in to  th e i r  ow n hom es -  and  it is a tr ib u la t io n  for th e  ch ildren . The 
fa th e r  is th e  exam ple , so if th e  fa th e r  h im se lf  in troduces  the  
te levision channe ls  in to  th e  hom e, th e n  w h a t  are  th e  w o m en  and  
ch ild ren  o f  th e  house  to  th ink?  They will no do u b t  be ru ined.
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It is ob ligatory  upon  th e  fa thers  to  c leanse  th e i r  hom es from  these  

co r ru p t  te levision channe ls  th a t  cause ru ina tion . They should  not 

com e before  Allah to  be p u n ished  for th e se  m a tte rs ,  due  to  which 

th ey  w ere  led astray, whils t  devoid  o f  know ledge -  and  th e y  will be 
ascribed to  th e se  ills on  th e  Day o f  R esurrec tion . And th e  head  o f 

th e  ho m e is ‘a shepherd and is responsible for his flock,’ as th e  

P ro p h e t  sta ted .

So it is up o n  th e  fa th e r  to  keep  away from  th e se  television channe ls  

even  if he  desires  th e m  an d  inclines to  th e m  - ou t  o f  fear  for 

h im se lf  and  his ch ild ren  -  because  th is  is a responsib ili ty  th a t  he 
has before  Allah and a t ru s t  t h a t  Allah has placed upon  him.

As for th e  son, th e n  if he  has been  p u t  to  tr ia l by th e  fa th e r  in th is  

m a t te r ,  th e n  he  should  advise his fa th e r  in th e  best m an n e r ,  if  he 

accepts  th e  advice, th e n  all pra ise  is for Allah -  and  if he does not 
accept it, th e n  he con tinues  to  advise him. However, he  stays away 

and  sleeps in a room  far aw ay [from th e  television] an d  he does no t 

leave th e  h om e  a l toge ther .

Question:

We have h ea rd  th a t  Jihad has tw o cond it ions  th a t  are  necessary  and 
m ust  be fulfilled, and  they  are: The  pe rm iss ion  o f  o n e ’s ru ler; and  
th e  perm iss ion  o f  o n e ’s p a ren ts .  So w h a t  is y o u r  gu idance?  May 

Allah g ra n t  you  success... For indeed  we have  h ea rd  from  som e who 
have given verd ic ts  to  th e  y o u th  for Jihad in Iraq!

36



Answer:

It is necessary  th a t  b o th  cond it ions  a re  fulfilled, those  w hich  the  

q u e s t io n e r  has alluded to. Even if it was said: ‘T here  is th e  legislated 

Jihad in Iraq ’ -  even i f  th a t  was said, it is still no t  perm issib le  for you 

to  go th e re  except w ith  th e  p leasure  and  satisfaction o f  th e  fa th e r  

firstly, because  his r igh t  is obliga tory  u p o n  you. And secondly, you  

m us t  have th e  perm ission  o f  th e  ru le r  since you  a re  his subject and 
you  com e u n d e r  his ru ler-sh ip  -  and  you  a re  obligated  w ith  

obed ience  to  him. Allah, th e  Most High, said:

“0  you who believe, obey Allah and obey the  Messenger, 
and those amongst you who are in authority .”3<>

The rulers , those  in au tho r i ty ,  know  th e  affairs o f  politics; th a t  
which  is beneficial and  harm ful. So th ey  a re  capable  o f  such 

m a tte rs  by th e  a u th o r i ty  o f  th e  responsib ili ty  th a t  th ey  have. So 

you  are  requ ired  to  stay w ith  th e  Jam aah  ( the  body o f  Muslims 
u n d e r  th e  ruler), and  to  rem a in  w ith  y o u r  p a re n ts  -  and  u n d e r  th e  
obedience  o f  th e  ruler. T here  is no h a rm  o r  objection  in you  
supp lica ting  for y o u r  b ro th e rs  and  fellow Muslims in any place: in 
Iraq and  o th e r  th a n  it. Supplicate for th e m  th a t  th ey  are  a ided and  
supported .

[T ransla to r’s Note: None o f  th e  scholars  o f  Ahlus-Sunnah (Salafiyyah) 
issued verd ic ts  th a t  a Muslim should  travel to  Iraq o r  Syria for Jihad. 
Indeed, to  th e  con tra ry ,  they  issued fatwas s ta t in g  th a t  th e se  a re  no t

w Surah  An-Nisa’: 59
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places o f  Jihad. F u r th e rm o re ,  th e  Muslim ru le rs  e n te re d  in to  a 

coalit ion  o f  forces to  wage a t ru e  Jihad aga ins t  th e  ex trem is ts  and 

te r ro r is ts  (such as ISIS) w ho are  o p e ra t in g  in Iraq a n d  Syria. Those 

w ho  have given verd ic ts  to  th e  y o u th  to  jo in  th e  in su rg en ts  a re  no t  

considered  to  be from  Ahlus-Sunnah, even  if th e y  claim it for 

them selves.]

Question:

How does one  begin  seeking religious know ledge?

Answer:

This m a t te r  is c lear if y o u  have  em b ark ed  up o n  form al s tud ies  [in 
an  insti tu tion]:  th e  tex ts  t h a t  a re  s tud ied  w ith in  it a re  chosen  by 

th e  scholars: th a t  you  s tudy  and  m em orise  an d  y o u  u n d e rs tan d ,  

an d  in th a t  th e re  is m uch  benefit.  So you  begin  a t  th e  e lem en ta ry  

level, an d  you  finish in th e  fo u r th  y e a r  o f  th e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  
Sharfah, o r  in th e  final y e a r  o f  h ig h e r  studies. And in th a t  th e re  is 

m u ch  good.

However, if  you  a re  ou ts ide  o f  form al s tudies, th e n  y o u  should  seek 

ou t  a scho la r  from  w h o m  you  can  benefi t  - an d  he  m u s t  be 
t ru s tw o r th y  and  reliable (well-known), a n d  y o u  sit w ith  him, even  
if he  is in a land o th e r  th a n  yours .  And in th e se  tim es, alhamdulillah, 
th e  m eans  o f  t ravel a re  p re se n t  an d  swift, an d  th e  pa th s  are  safe.

So upon  you  is to  trave l  to  th e  scholars  w h e re v e r  th ey  m ay be. The 
scholars o f  old, as you  can  read  in th e  b iographies , w ould  travel by 
foot for m o n ths ;  covering  g rea t  d istances. They  w ould  travel to 

Yemen, Sham, Egypt, M orocco (and th e  w e s te rn  Islamic world) in
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search  o f  knowledge, and  th ey  w ould  em ig ra te  from  th e i r  own 

countr ies .  A Com panion  left M adinah  for Egypt to  ask ab o u t  one 

hadith from  a C om panion  w ho  lived the re .  He w e n t  to  h im  for ju s t  

one hadith. So travelling  to  seek know ledge is from  Jihad in th e  Path 
of  Allah.

Question:

W hat is y o u r  advice in th e  affair o f  obed ience  to  those  in a u th o r i ty ?  
And w h a t  is th e  ru ling  on backb it ing  th e m  in ga th e r in g s  and  so on? 

And w ha t is th e  co r rec t  s tance  tow ards  th e  scholars  o f  th e  Ummah? 

May Allah g ra n t  you  success.

Answer:

Allah is th e  One w ho d irec ts  us w ith  His Saying:

" e * - - ;
r,̂ -z=i'.A Q jl j  jij—'jli 1 \ 1 jjl Qj I U

“0  you  w ho believe! Obey Allah and  obey th e  
M essenger, and  those  of  you  w ho are  in au th o r i ty .”40

And the  P ro p h e t  said:

“He w ho obeys th e  leader, obeys me, and  he who 
disobeys th e  leader, disobeys m e.”41

40 Surah  An-Nisa’: 59
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So it is obligatory  to  obey th e m  in th a t  w hich  is good, and  it is no t 

p e rm it te d  to  rebel against th em . It is no t  a llowed to  d isobey them , 

unless th ey  co m m an d  with  d isobedience. In th a t  case th ey  are  no t  
obeyed in t h a t  p a r t icu la r  ac t  o f  d isobedience. So th ey  a re  obeyed  in 

th a t  w hich  is no t  sinful and  th ey  a re  n o t  opposed , o r  ind ic ted  or 
accused. However, do n o t  co m m it  any  ac t o f  sin th e y  co m m an d  you  
with.

The m ean in g  o f th is  hadith is no t  t h a t  you  are  to  rebel aga ins t  th e m  
an d  say: “T here  is no a u th o r i ty  for t h e m .” Rather, th e re  is for th e m  

a u th o r i ty  an d  ru ler-sh ip ,  a n d  y o u  m u s t  obey th e m  in th a t  which  

does no t  involve sin, and  y o u  a re  to  avoid d isobedience . And th e  

sam e applies to  th e  scholars  - you  a re  to  re sp ec t  th e m  an d  h o n o u r  

th e m  because  th ey  a re  th e  in h e r i to rs  o f  th e  P rophe ts .  And if you  
w ere  to  revile th e m  o r  backbite  th em , th e n  you  have  reviled  and 

backb it ten  th e  in her i to rs  o f  th e  P rophe ts

Allah s ta ted  reg ard in g  a people  w ho spoke ill o f  th e  scholars  and 

backbit them :

a ] AjIjTj <dsLI j i  —kLjJ  \ls  Ikj)  ̂d  id. wr J j

j j l j  p j - u *  b jd" '*-’ hi * oyy& -~>

“ If you  ask th em , th ey  declare: “We w ere  only ta lk ing  
idly and  jo k in g .” Say: “Was it a t  Allah, and  His Ayat 
(signs) an d  His M essenger th a t  you  w ere  m o ck ing?”

41 Sahili Al-Bukhart: 2957

40



Make no excuse; you  have disbelieved a f te r  y o u  had 

believed .”'12

So th e  m a t te r  is n o t  trivial, because  h o n o u r in g  th e  scholars is to 
give h o n o u r  to  know ledge, and  to  h o n o u r  know ledge is to  h o n o u r  

th e  M essenger because  th is  is his in h er i tance ,  it is his

knowledge. So it is no t  p e rm it te d  to  backb ite  o r  scandalize  o r  to  
ca rry  tales in genera l  am o n g s t  th e  Muslims, an d  to  do so rega rd ing  

th e  scholars and  th e  ru le rs  of  th e  Muslims is even  worse, because  
th a t  is backbiting  and  it is rebellion  an d  th a t  is a m ajo r  sin.

And th is  is conside red  rebellion  - a rebellion  does no t necess i ta te  

th e  ca rry ing  of  w eapons  against th e  ru ler. R a the r  if you  speak 
against  th e m  and  you  belittle  th e i r  affair in f ro n t  o f  th e  people , and  

you  lower th e i r  s ta t ion , th e n  th is  is a type  o f  rebellion  aga ins t  the  

leaders in au tho ri ty .

42 S urah  At-Tawbah: 65-66
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