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In the Name of Allah, the Most Merciful, the
Bestower of Mercy

There is no doubt that the youth of the Ummah are foundations of
the human building - upon which this Ummabh is established. So the
youth are the younger generation that will carry the responsibility
after their fathers. The youth have within them bodily strength and
thinking, they have talents and skills and aptitude that are new and
modern that are not present in older people.

The elder folk have wisdom and experience, whilst the youth have
strength, preparedness and readiness. So if the youth and the
elders were to work together for the advancement of the Ummah,
much good would be achieved. However, if the youth go their own
way, separate from their elders, the devils from the humans and
the Jinn would come in between them (to cause mischief). So the
side-lining ofyouth towards other objectives and aims is harmful to
the Ummabh.

The Messenger gave real importance to the affair of

young people. He said to his cousin, 'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas

(and he was ayoung boy at the time):
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“0 young boy - surely I will teach you some words: Be
mindful of Allah and He will protect you. Be mindful of
Allah and you will find him in front of you. If you ask,
then ask of Allah alone, and ifyou are in need, then seek
assistance from Allah alone. Know that even if the whole
Ummah (nation) were to gather together to benefit you
with something, they could not benefit you except with
that which Allah has already written for you.

The Pens have been lifted and the Pages have dried.”1

In another narration reported in TirmidhT and also found in Imam

An-NawawT’s ‘Forty HadTth’, Allah’s Messenger said:
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“Remember Allah in times of ease and prosperity, and He
will remember you in times of hardship and adversity.
And know; that which has passed you by and missed you,
was never going to befall you, and whatever has befallen
you was never going to miss you. And know that victory

1Sunan At-Tirmidhi: 2518



comes with patience, reliefcomes after affliction and ease
comes after hardship.”

So this advice and guidance gathers together tremendous directives
for young people with respect to their 'agldah, their conduct, their
manners, and their utter reliance upon Allah, and their Emart in the
Pre-decree - that which has taken place and is to take place. So this

isatremendous encompassing advice.

Anas narrated that the Prophet was upon a
riding beast, and behind him was Mu'adh tetSjsfe), so he

said:
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“0 Mu'adh!” He responded: “At your service and call 0
Messenger of Allah.” Then he called again “0 Mu'adh!” He
responded: “At your service and call, 0 Messenger of
Allah.” This occurred three times.

Assured that he had Mu'adh’s full attention, he

said to him:

“There is not a servant who declares that there is none
who has the right to be worshipped except Allah and that



Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, sincerely from his
heart, except that Allah has made the Hellfire forbidden
for him.”

Mu'adh said: “0 Messenger of Allah. Should I not inform
the people and give them this glad tiding?” He
replied:

“No, for they will come to rely upon it.”

Mu'adh mentioned it at the time of his own death to
avoid falling into sin.”2

So this is guidance for the youth regarding that which Allah has
obligated upon His creation; that they are to worship Him alone,
without partners. This is the purpose of their creation:

“And I created not the Jinn and humans except they that
should worship Me alone.”3

Sothe right of Allah upon the servants is an obligation, it is
mandatory. It is an affair in which there is nochoice for them -to
do it if they wish or to leave it if they wish. No, rather it is
something obligated upon them.

As for the right of the servant upon Allah, then that is a favour
from Allah, as Allah is otherwise not obligated to owe anyone

1Sahih Al-Bukharr. 128 and Sahih Muslim: 32
1Surah Adh-Dhariyat: 56



anything - rather it is a favour, and the right of the favour with Him

is:
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“That He will not punish the one who does not worship
anything alongside Him.”4

This proves that worshiping Allah alone without any partners (i.e.
Tawhld) is a guarantee from destruction - either an absolute
guarantee with the meaning that a person will never be punished,
or with the meaning that he will not remain in Hell eternally, even
ifa person is punished for their sins. Such a person will be removed
from the Fire and entered into Paradise as long as they were from
Ahlut-Tawhld (The People of Tawhld), and they did not associate
anyone in worship with Allah.

It also proves that whoever commits Shirk alongside Allah, then
indeed Allah will punish such a person eternally in Hell having no
happiness as Allah said:

wdJloiAJjhi alC ilyas
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“Verily, whosoever sets up partners in worship with
Allah, then Allah has forbidden Paradise for him, and the
Fire will be his abode. And for the wrong-doers, there are
no helpers.”5

' Sahlh Al-Bukhdri: 2856
5Surah Al-Ma’idah: 72



And He, The Most High, said,

“Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up
with him in worship, but He forgives lesser than that to
whomever He pleases.”6

And so the meaning of the Prophet’s ijp) saying:
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“That He does not punish the one who does not worship anything alongside
Him.™ - is that everything that is taken as a partner alongside the
worship of Allah such as a tree, or astone, or a dead person or a
living person, or alJinn or a human oridols or angels or Messengers
or Prophets, or those who are pious - everything that is associated
with Allah in worship, then Allah will not forgive that person
unless they repent - repent to Allah, seeking His Forgiveness, and
return back to pure monotheism, believing in, and worshipping
One God, Allah.

If a person dies upon polytheistic beliefs, then he will remain
eternally in Hell. On an occasion, the Prophet spoke to
‘Umar Ibn AbT Salamah and he was a youth living in the
house of the Prophet due to the factthat the Prophetmarried his

mother after the death of Abu Salamah. So this youth was

6Surah An-Nisa’: 48
7Sahih Al-Bukhan: 2856



nurtured and cultivated at the hands of Allah’s Messenger
So when the food arrived, the Prophet said
to the youth,

“0 youth, say Bismillah, and eat with your right hand, and
eat that which is close to you.”8

And the Prophet said to the generality of the youth,

“0 young people! Whoever among you can marry, should
marry, because it helps him to lower his gaze and guard
his modesty. And whoever is not able to marry should
fast, as fasting diminishes his passions.”9

Allah’s Messenger here iscommanding with protecting
oneself from sexual immorality. This can be achieved by marriage if
they are able, or if not, then by doing that which weakens and
reduces the lusts. That is achieved by fasting out of fear of falling
into the fitnah [of fornication]. So this is from his serious concern
for his nation.

8Sahih Al-Bukhdrr. 5376
9Saluh Al-Bukhdrr. 5066



These pieces of advice from the Prophet ij\") to the youth
hold validity until the Hour is established - and it is obligatory upon
the young people to hold fast to them.

Allah’s Messenger also mentioned that from the seven
who will be shaded by Allah’s shade on the Day when there will be
no other shade is:

40 ij bii

“Ayouth who was raised upon the worship of Allah.”D

So if he or she is raised upon the worship of Allah and is not taken
by the flurry and impetuousness of youth, and by the impulses of
youth to disobey (so he overcame all of that in obedience to Allah),
he is rewarded with this honour on the Day of Resurrection. Allah
will shade him with His shade on that severely hot day, when the
sun is brought close to the heads of those standing and Allah will
shade a group of people with His shade and from them will be the
youth who were raised upon the worship of Allah.

And in another hadith:

“Your Lord is amazed at a youth who does not display
behaviour typical of children.”"

This means that he has overcome his childish or teenage
tendencies, and his impulses or other affairs that bring out

10Sahih Al-Bukhdri: 1423
1 Musnad Imam Ahmad: 151/4



impulsive behaviour in youth - so some youth overcome that in

obedience to Allah.

And Allah is amazed at such a youth because he has excelled in this
tremendous distinguishing quality. And the meaning of this is that
Allah will honour him and preserve him in this world.

Look at the saying of Allah’s Messenger to lbn 'Abbas

“Be acquainted with Allah in times of ease and prosperity
and He will be acquainted with you in times of

adversity.”2

Ifyou worship Allah and you come close to Him in times of ease and
prosperity and then you are afflicted with adversity and grief,
surely Allah will relieve you and save you from that period of
constriction and difficulty. From this is seen the obligation placed
upon the fathers to cultivate and educate their children - the
children will not be rectified except by taking the necessary
measures. And the greatest of these measures is to provide a pious

cultivation.

So it isa duty upon the parents to cultivate their children upon the
obedience of Allah, and to raise them upon that until they become
adults whilst still upon that obedience, and upon fondness and love

for it and holding fast to it.

2Musnad Imam Ahmad: 307/1
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However, if the parents disregard their duties towards their
children and they are raised upon negligence and neglect and upon
the fleeting impulses of youth, then they will be wasted away in
society. For this reason, the call of the Prophets was to invite the
children and offspring of their nations to Allah’s worship and to

piety.

The Prophet Ibrahim said:

“0 my Lord! Make me one who performs the Saldh and

also my offspring. Our Lord! Accept my invocation.

And Zakariyyah (.lilLii) said:

Jilc  Alji viblj Glj j\j 1c:S jAJll

“0 my Lord! Grant me from yourself good offspring. You

are indeed the All-Hearer of invocation.” %4

He did not merely say: grant me offspring - rather he said: “Good
offspring,” because that is the truly desirable offspring.

Allah’s Messenger said:

N Surah Ibrahim: 40
KU Surah Al-'Imran: 38

1



“When the son of Adam dies, all of his actions come to an
end except for three: a continuous charity, knowledge
that is benefitted from, and a righteous child who
supplicates for him.”5

All of this continues after his death; and this goodness is shown to
the parents whilst they are in old age - the child serves them; the
one whom they nurtured - and after their death he supplicates for

them.
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“And your Lord has decreed that you worship none but
Him, and that you be dutiful to your parents. If one of
them or both of them attain old age in your lifetime, say
not to them a word of disrespect, nor shout at them but
address them in terms of honour. And lower unto them
the wing of submission and humility through mercy and

say:

155Sahth Muslim: 1631



‘My Lord! Bestow upon them your mercy as they did raise
me up from when lwas small.”’$6

So the children supplicate for their parents due to the righteous
cultivation and upbringing, so it becomes a reason for happiness,
and goodness is repaid by goodness. So this shows the obligation of
showing concern for the children. So when a man (or a woman)
intends to marry, then they should seek out and choose a righteous
spouse who will cultivate and educate the children upon goodness,
because she is the place where the seed is planted and from her
comes forth the progeny - so one must choose a good and pious

wife to marry. The Prophet said:
oiju 7] j Ul Jj!
il'-ucoj ji-'h

“A woman is married for four reasons: her wealth (or
property), her lineage, her beauty, and her religion.
Marry the one with good religion and you will be
successful.”s

Do not just look at her beauty, nor to her wealth, nor to mere
lineage and her station in society - rather look to the religion

because the religion encompasses all of goodness.

if one chooses a partner for other than good religion, then it is
quite possible that which follows on from the other traits may be
dispraise-worthy. She may be deceived by her own beauty: wealth

I'Surah Al-Isra’ 23-24
T7Sunan lIbn Mdjah: 1858
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may cause her to transgress and her lineage and social status may
cause her to be proud and haughty over the man (so the religion
controls and tempers all of that).

As for the woman of good religion, then nothing will appear from
her except goodness - and if they are blessed with righteous
children, she will guide them and cultivate them upon goodness.
Likewise, it is legislated for the father when he is blessed with a
child, that he chooses for him a good name and not a hated name,
because the name of a person has an effect upon that person. As the
saying goes:

‘For each person, there is a share for him in his name.’

The Messenger stated:

it jj )

“The most beloved of your names to Allah are 'Abdullah
and 'Abdur-Rahman.” 18

This means that he becomes a servant to Allah by a name of Allah,
such as 'Abdul-Azlz or 'Abdur-Rahman, or 'Abdullah or 'Abdul-
Karlm and so on - or he is named Muhammad or 'All or Salih or
other good names. He is not named with a name that causes one’s
hearing to be repelled - that is a because a name has an effect on
the listener and upon the one named.

BSahih Muslim: 2132
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For this reason, when Suhail bin '"Amr came to make reconciliation
with the Prophet at Hudaybiyah, and Suhail was a polytheist at that
time, the Prophet said:

j-v1

“Now the matter has become easy for you (Sahulal9.”2

Meaning that it is a sign that something good will happen and
being hopeful of that and this was due to his name ‘Suhail.” So no
doubt having a good name has an effect upon the one who hears it
and upon the one named with it.

Also from the rights of the child upon the parent (father) is that he
should carry out the 'agigah by the slaughter of a prescribed animal
as an act of worship to Allah, in gratitude to Him (j”~ ), because it
is a means of nearness to Allah and being thankful to Allah - and it
has a good effect upon the new-born due to the fact that there is
good in worship. For the boy two sheep are to be slaughtered and
for a girl one sheep. This is an established Sunnah and by it, one
achieves a good effect upon the new-born child.

Abu Dawud reports that Allah’s Messenger said:

o> Ik

“Every new-born is held in pledge by the ‘agiqah.”2

ig Sahula: means ‘to make easy.’
2Sahih Al-Bukhari: 2732
21 Sunan Abu Dawud: 2838
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It is slaughtered on the seventh day, and the [baby’s] head is shaved
and the child named - these are the means of attaining goodness for
the new-born and are from the matters pursued by the father for
his offspring.

Likewise, it isimportant for the parents to carry out the commands
of the Prophet regarding the children such as his

saying:

“Command your children with the prayer at the age of
seven, and smack them lightly at the age of ten if they do
not pray and also separate their beds at that age.”2

So the father is the shepherd in charge of his flock, and likewise the
mother is responsible over her duty of care.

So upon them is to command their children with the prayer once
they have reached the age of seven. They command them to pray
even though it is not obligatory upon the children themselves to
pray at that age. So it is done as this will have a good effect on them
due to the fact that they will ponder over it and become

accustomed to it.

Also the parents must supervise where they sleep. They are not left
to sleep together (under the same covers), so as to avoid any

2Sunan Abu Dawud: 495
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surfacing of confused desires that bring about evil. So they are kept
apart in the beds (from the age of ten). They are not left in one bed
and this is a preventative measure, and as they say; prevention is

better than cure.

The Sahdbah carried out these guidelines and implemented them
with respect to their children. Youth were raised up from among
them, who led the Ummah with knowledge, Jihad, teaching and
calling to Allah the likes of ibn 'Abbas, Ibn '‘Umar, 'Abdullah
Ibn 'Amr ibn Al-'As, Mu'adh lbn Jabal, Zaid ibn Thabit - these were
the youth whose names resound and reverberate throughout
history, to this very day. That is because they were raised upon the
guidance and direction of the Messenger and upon the cultivation

of their parents.

We do not ask our children to be upright and steadfast whilst we
neglect them and are lax. Rather we take the means for their
rectification and uprightness. As for merely asking them to be
upright and pious without us taking the means to achieve that,
then that is a waste of effort.

So it is necessary to take the means if you want your youth to be
raised upon goodness and uprightness, and raised so that they
serve you and serve the Ummah in a good way. So show them
concern and be patient with what you encounter of fatigue due to
them, for all of this is considered as striving in the Path of Allah.
Allah ( ) said:

IN-1C A 14/aU R sS\>uTLal
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“And enjoin the prayer on your family and be patient
upon it.”23

So being patient is a necessity and merely sitting back whilst
wishing that your child becomes steadfast and righteous is not an
option! So patience and hope is necessary along with a good
intention - and ifyou carry out the means, then Allah will not allow
the good acts of a person to be wasted. And Allah, the Most High,
said:

“And as for those who believe and then their offspring
follow them in faith, We will unite them with their
offspring and We will not diminish the reward of their
deeds at all. Every person is subject to what he has
earned.”

So Allah will place the children alongside their parents in Paradise
because of the fact that their parents raised them upon true faith,
obedience, worship and goodness - so the children followed their
parents and proceeded upon their methodology. And on the Day of
Resurrection, if their parents enter Paradise and the children enter
Paradise, and the children are placed in their stations and the
parents in even higher stations, then Allah will show kindness and
generosity to the parents and raise their children to those higher
stations and vice-versa, ifthe parents are placed in their stations in

2ZBSurah Ta-Ha: 132
2 Surah At-Tur: 21
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Paradise and their children in higher stations than them, then
Allah will show kindness to the parents by uniting them with their
children in Paradise, in affirmation of, and reward for their support
of their children (in raising them upon the Sunnah).

“As for you, O Youth!”

As for you, 0 youth, then you must pay attention to yourselves first
and foremost. Upon you is to seek beneficial knowledge and that is
achieved by seeking knowledge at the hands of the scholars
whether that be in the schools, the academies of learning, the
departments of study at universities or in the mosques. Attend the
classes of the scholars who are well-known for knowledge,
steadfastness and fear of Allah (JEEp) - those who are free from

strange ideas and speech that contradicts the Sunnah.

Cling to the upright scholars who direct you to that which is sound
and correct. Take from their beliefs, knowledge, manners, good
conduct, and the sound Manhaj (methodology), upon which you
base your interaction between yourselves and others, for indeed
the scholars are the inheritors of the Prophets. Sojust as the youth
amongst the Sahabah learned knowledge from Allah’s Messenger

and from the more learned scholars from the
companions, then likewise you are to seek knowledge from the
inheritors of Allah’s Messenger and they are the

Scholars.
Take knowledge from those who possess it whether it be by formal

studies or by attending conferences, or lectures or admonitions, or
by merely reading beneficial books.

19



Here we come to two paths that are deviations in learning:

Firstly:

To study books without [the explanations of] the scholars; this is a
deviated path and many have gone astray due to it, because they do
not understand what is in the books or they understand them in a
manner that was not intended due to the fact that they are not
explained and clarified for them - or it is possible that an author is
astray and misguided in his thoughts and his knowledge so he fills
his books with errors!

So this unlearned youth reads these books, adopts them, believes in
them - but these books are not to be relied upon. Even those books
that are authentic, then you will not understand them in the
required fashion. The Khawarij with their self-professed intelligence
and their apparent piety, did not go astray except due to their
dissociating themselves from the scholars and relying upon each
other. So they would seek knowledge from each other and thus
they harmed themselves, and then the Ummah. And this is the
result of this dissociation and abandonment of the scholars.

| advise you to busy yourselves with the pursuit of beneficial
knowledge at the hands of the scholars and that you leave off
disputing regarding the people, and that you abandon backbiting,
tale-carrying, criticizing, and spreading stories - for this is a
widespread evil that has divided the youth of the Ummah. It has
made them sects and parties due to this reviling of people.

20



So there are those to whom nothing is more important than: ‘so-
and-so said this”and *so-and-so said that.” What concern is so-and-so
to you? Rather you should seek knowledge until you become
acquainted with the truth. As for you trying to dig up the mistakes
of the people before you have learned and studied, and you start
saying “so-and-so said this”and ‘so-and-so said that”and “l warn you
from so-and-so,” then this methodology is not a correct

methodology.

Allah ( said:

“0 you who believe! If a rebellious evil person comes to
you with news, verify it, lest you harm people in
ignorance, and afterwards you become regretful about
what you have done.”5

And how are you to get clarification and verification except by

studying beneficial knowledge at the hands of the people of
knowledge who are well-known for it.

Secondly:

Be careful and beware, 0 young people, of the callers to
misguidance - for indeed the callers to misguidance in our time are

SSurah Al-Hujurat: 6
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plentiful and the Messenger forewarned the Ummah of

them when he said:

‘vLihll i

“Indeed | fear for my Ummah the callers to
misguidance."®

i.e. those who lead them to misguidance.

And he said:

“Indeed that which | fear most for my nation is the
hypocrite with a rehearsed, eloquent tongue.”Z

i.,e. That he has eloquence and skill in speech and he is able to
spread confusion and doubts and is able to twist the truth,
falsifying it and then throwing that at the people; so the ignorant
one thinks it is knowledge, and a [religious] evidence, whereas in
reality it isno more than a deceitful mirage or illusion.

So upon you is to focus on seeking knowledge and to acquire it
from the well-known people of knowledge, and do not just limit
yourselves tojust reading books or to just listening to audios. Some
people seek knowledge by this means, so a person will read books
or listen to audio lectures and then say: “l took knowledge from so-
and-so from his book and his audios."

% Sunan At-Tirmidhf: 2230, Sunan Abu Dawud: 4252, Musnad Imam Ahmad:
22505 (284/5)
ZMusnad Imam Ahmad: 143 (22/1)
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This [by itself without sitting] is a huge mistake. Knowledge is
taken from the scholars and these books are an aid, an assistance
and a means that are taken alongside sitting with the scholars. So
the scholar is asked about these books and he explains them, and
he clarifies them, clarifying the truth from the errors in them.

So if one of you wanted to study medicine, would you just read
books on medicine and then practise it? And then treat the people
based on your reading of these books? Perhaps you would end up
killing a lot of people by this method, because you are not a
physician, rather you are a fake physician.

And there are some narrations threatening the one who pretends
to be a physician whilst not knowing medicine. And this is related
to medicine, so what about the religion and knowledge? So you
have not studied in the correct manner - rather you have learned
from audios you have heard, or books you have read.

This is not the path of knowledge. Rather we say: Yes, benefit from
the books, and benefit yourself from the audio lectures, but this is
alongside your also sitting with the scholars; and they will correct
the misunderstandings of what you have read and heard, and you
can ask the teacher. Allah, the Most High, said:

jlizw\ji>1i/Cli
“So ask the people of Remembrance if you do not

know.”28B

BSurah Al-Anbiya’: 7
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And the people of Remembrance are the people of knowledge; so do
not rely upon your own understanding or on the understanding of
one who is similar to you or more ignorant than you - rather it is
upon you to ask the people of knowledge. Allah did not say: “Some of
you should ask others from amongstyourselves.” Rather, He said:

JiujLIs

“So ask the people of Remembrance.”

So this is my advice to all young people; that they should focus on
seeking beneficial knowledge and that they should seek knowledge
from the scholars, trustworthy and reliable in their knowledge and
in their fear and duty to Allah.

Ibn STrin (d. HO AH) stated:

“Indeed this knowledge is religion, so look to whom you
take your religion from.”2

So would you take your knowledge from an ignoramus or one who
is astray? That would not be correct. Or would you take your
religion from a book [without it being explained] - all of this is not
good. Do not take your religion except from a pious scholar. Allah,
the Most High, said:

frLOjdl asUx-

Y Mugaddimah Sahih Muslim
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“It is only those who have knowledge among His slaves
that fear Allah.”3

So take from the scholars who fear Allah. So there are two
conditions: firstly, that he is a scholar, and secondly, that he fears
Allah.

So a scholar who does not fear Allah, then do not take from him.
And ifone fears Allah but is not a scholar, then likewise do not take

from him.

And it has been authentically reported from the Prophet

that he said:
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“There was a man from among a nation before you who
killed ninety-nine people and then made an inquiry about
the most learned person on the earth and was directed to
a monk. He came to him and told him that he had Killed
ninety-nine people and asked him if there was any
chance for his repentance to be accepted. He replied in
the negative and the man killed him also, completing one
hundred. He then asked about the most learned man in
the land and was was directed to a scholar.

He told him that he had killed one hundred people and
asked him if there was any chance for his repentance to
be accepted. He replied in the affirmative and said,

‘Who stands between you and repentance? Go to such
and such land; there you will find people devoted to the
prayer and worship of Allah. Join them in worship, and
do not come back to your land because it is an evil place.’

So he went away and hardly had he covered half the
distance when death overtook him; and there was a
dispute between the angels of mercy and the angels of
torment. The angels of mercy pleaded,

‘This man has come with a repenting heart to Allah,’

and the angels of punishment argued,

‘He never did a virtuous deed in his life.’

26



Then there appeared another angel in the form of a
human being, and the contending angels agreed to make
him arbiter between them. He said,

‘Measure the distance between the two lands. He will be
considered belonging to the land to which he is nearer.’

They measured and found him closer to the land of the
pious where he intended to go, and so the angels of
mercy collected his soul.”3

And in another narration in the SahTh:

“And he was closer to the land of the pious by one hand
span, and he was made from their people.”

And in another narration in the Sahlh:

“Allah called upon one side to be distant and one side to
be closer, and He said: ‘Measure between the two lands.’
And they found him to be closer [to the land of the pious]
by a hand span and so He forgave him.”

And in another narration:

“He was closer to it by a chest’s distance.”

All of this good came about due to a question to a scholar. As for the
worshipper who is ignorant, then you know what resulted from

A Agreed Upon (Bukhan and Muslim).
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that; and that is the difference between the answer of an ignorant
one and the answer of a scholar. For this reason, Allah’s Messenger

said:

‘d-d J-JajaS" Joddi Ulas d)l

“The excellence of the scholar over the general
worshipper is like the brightness of the full moon over
the twinkling of the stars.”2

So what is the difference between the moon and the stars? The
moon illuminates the world for the people with its brightness,
whereas the stars only illuminate themselves. And the worshipper’s
worship is restricted to himself and he cannot benefit other people
with it. As for the scholar then his benefit is widespread just as the
illumination of the moon reaches the people - so do not abandon or
do without the scholars.

Rather, it is upon you to accept them and to take your questions to
them so long as they are amongst you, and do not rely upon your
own understanding of affairs or the wunderstanding of the
ignoramuses or the imposters who have not studied with the
people of knowledge, those who have only studied with those who
are like themselves.

These people and those who take from them, then their path is an
erroneous path because they do not take knowledge using the
correct and sound method. Allah stated:

P Sunan Abu Dawud: 3641
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“It is not from piety that you enter the houses from the
back but piety is the quality of the one who fears Allah. So
enter houses through their proper doors.”3

So knowledge is sought through the correct doors and it is not
sought from the highest parts first; rather knowledge is sought in
stages, piece by piece; beginning with the easy affairs then through

to the difficult ones.

As for those who take knowledge in one fell swoop and approaches
it from the highest level, then they do not acquire anything except
ignorance and self-delusion - and if only their ignorance and
delusion was limited to themselves! However, the problem is that
they direct their conduct towards others and they are put to trial
and they speak about Allah and His Messenger without
knowledge, and based upon erroneous and incorrect
understandings.

So this is a wicked path, yet it is a mode of learning that is much
used today. And many of the youth have abandoned the scholars
and abandoned taking knowledge from them, and you see what has
resulted from this mighty tribulation! And there has arisen those
who claim to call toJihad and claim to call to knowledge and there
has appeared in the lands destruction, fear, and Killing.

BSurah Al-Bagarah: 189
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And all of this is a result of breaking away from the scholars
because they scare people away from the scholars, driving them
away whilst sending them towards people like themselves from the
misguided callers and the people of distorted ideas. So they
brainwash the people and indoctrinate them with these ideas - and
all of this is a result of breaking away and isolating themselves
away from the scholars, from society, from the main body of
Muslims, and the Muslim rulers. The Prophet informed
Hudhaifah Ibn Al-Yaman of the tribulations to come.
Hudhaifah asked: “0 Messenger of Allah, what do you command me

with if I reach this (fitnah)?” He said:

~Nala o Loy, i A-LN

“To hold fast to the main body of the Muslims and their
leader.”34

And this is salvation from the tribulations and calamities, but ifyou
abandon the Jama ah (main body) of the Muslims, and their ruler,
then you will be destroyed by the tribulations just as occurred to
those people (the Khawdrij) and those like them. The Prophet

said:

“There are three affairs towards which the heart of the
believer does not harbour hatred: Maintaining sincerity
in actions for Allah; giving advice to the Muslim ruler,
and holding fast to the main body of the Muslims. For

A SahFh Al-Bukhari: 7084
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verily, the supplication of the rulers encompasses all
those behind them.”3®

And Allah stated:

A " _ it
kill \La\ in

“0 you who believe! Fear Allah, and be with those who

are truthful.”3®%

i.e. Be alongside the Jama ah (main body) of the believers and the
sincere scholars and with the Muslim rulers so that you are saved
from tribulations and false ideas. Upon you, 0 youth, is to carefully
utilise your time with that which benefits you in your religious and
worldly affairs: in seeking sustenance and provision; in seeking
knowledge; and being dutiful to your parents; in fulfilling the
obligations and avoiding what is prohibited.

So all of this is binding upon you, for this is the path of salvation.
Beware of wasting your time with satellite channels, or with the
internet, or with newspapers and magazines that lead to evil and
circulation of deviated ideas.

And beware of the callers to misguidance, those who entrap the
youth and ensnare them - they seek to cut off the youth from their
families, their communities, and then they throw these ideas at
them. So you will find a youth isolating himself away from the
mosques and from the Friday prayers and congregational prayers.
Then it is not known where he has disappeared to until it is

PHMusnad Imam Ahmad: 20607 (183/5)
HSurah At-Tawbah: 119
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announced that he was killed alongside those destructive people, or
captured alongside them.

This is the result of negligence, and this is the end result of the
young people who do not accept advice, and they do not take the
saying of the Messenger in holding fast to the Jama ah
of the Muslims, and the Muslim rulers, and being dutiful to the
parents, and serving the parents and in praying the Jumu'ah and the
congregational prayers. Due to them wasting these matters, they
fall into the hands ofthe enemies and they prompt them with these
ideas that bring their lives to an end - to the extent that it is very
difficult to cure even the survivors from them, because his intellect
has been corrupted and he has been brainwashed. So it is difficult
to cure him just like a person who has been afflicted with a disease
that has no cure, such as cancer and its like.

Rather the corruption of the mind is more severe than the chronic
and terminal illnesses, because the terminal illnesses destroy the
body and death is inevitable. However, the illness that afflicts the
minds and the thoughts destroys one’s religion and beliefs - and
after this type of illness there is no happiness ever unless Allah
bestows His bounty upon such a person and he repents to Allah,
and Allah is fully capable over all things. Having said that, it is
difficult upon the likes of these people to repent due to the fact that
these wicked ideas have penetrated their minds. Allah said:
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“So when they deviated from the Path of Allah, Allah
deviated their hearts. And Allah guides not the
wrongdoing people.”¥

And this is a punishment for them; otherwise Allah is fully able to
guide them, however He punishes them (due to their deviation
from the truth) and prevents them from receiving His guidance.

Why is that? It is because they sinned against the commands of
Allah, so Allah punished them, and they do not repent and they do
not return to the truth, as a punishment from Allah, alongside the
fact that Allah is fully able to guide them. However, He

prevents them from guidance as a punishment for them.

We ask Allah for wellbeing and safety. We ask Allah to make these
words easy and to make this sound advice a means of goodness,
insha’Allah. This affair actually requires more than what has been
stated, but due to the shortness of time and the numerous
questions, we will spend the rest of the time answering questions.

F Surah As-Saf: 5

33



Selected Questions

Question:

0 noble Shaikh, what is your advice to those youths who abstain
from the scholars and are distant from them, and from the books of
Salafiyyah whilst busying themselves with books of deviated
ideologies?

Answer:

As i indicated in my talk, it is obligatory upon the youth to turn to
the sincere scholars who are well-known for knowledge and
steadfastness. And it is the scholars who will direct them to
beneficial books and inform them of books that are not suitable.

The one who reads books without a teacher, then he has not taken
true advantage from them. The beneficial books are numerous, and
all praise is for Allah, and the best of them is the Book of Allah; yet
not everyone who reads the Book of Allah understands it.

The Khawarij read the Book of Allah and they seek to establish it,
like the establishment of an arrow; and they are known for being
people of the Qur’an. They reverberate with its recitation, like the
reverberations and the humming of bees. And they are known for
the night prayer; yet they do not understand the Qur’an.®8

3B See Sahih Al-Bukhari: 5058 and Sahih Muslim: 2456; both of these are the
hadiths of Abu Sa'Td Al-KhudrT
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So this is a calamity. The affair is not the mere presence of books, if
these people do not understand the Qur’an and they went astray
and deviated from the correct path yet they recite Allah’s Book and
they recite it in the night prayer, then what would be the case with
the other books? So the affair is not about books, rather it is about
the scholars.

0 slaves of Allah. The affair is to focus on the scholars; they are the
example, they are the inheritors of the Prophets, without the
scholars, knowledge does not remain.

And 1struck an example for you with the medicine. The books of
medicine are present and available, but if there are no physicians
present, will the books of medicine benefit? They will not benefit. It
is necessary that there are those who are acquainted with them and
have expertise. This is in the affair of medicine, so how about the

affairs of Islamic Law and knowledge?!

Question:

What is your advice concerning a youth who lives in a home where
there is a satellite dish, and television channels? Should he leave
the home and stay away from his family, or what should he do?

Answer:

This is a tribulation when the fathers are the ones who bring evils
into their own homes - and it is a tribulation for the children. The
father is the example, so if the father himself introduces the
television channels in to the home, then what are the women and
children ofthe house to think? They will no doubt be ruined.
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It is obligatory upon the fathers to cleanse their homes from these
corrupt television channels that cause ruination. They should not
come before Allah to be punished for these matters, due to which
they were led astray, whilst devoid of knowledge - and they will be
ascribed to these ills on the Day of Resurrection. And the head of
the home is ‘a shepherd and is responsible for his flock,” as the
Prophet stated.

So itisupon the father to keep away from these television channels
even if he desires them and inclines to them - out of fear for
himself and his children - because this is a responsibility that he
has before Allah and a trust that Allah has placed upon him.

As for the son, then if he has been put to trial by the father in this
matter, then he should advise his father in the best manner, if he
accepts the advice, then all praise is for Allah - and if he does not
accept it, then he continues to advise him. However, he stays away
and sleeps in a room far away [from the television] and he does not

leave the home altogether.

Question:

We have heard that Jihad has two conditions that are necessary and
must be fulfilled, and they are: The permission of one’s ruler; and
the permission of one’s parents. So what is your guidance? May
Allah grant you success... For indeed we have heard from some who
have given verdicts to the youth forJihad in Iraq!

36



Answer:

It is necessary that both conditions are fulfilled, those which the
questioner has alluded to. Even if it was said: “There is the legislated
Jihad in Iraq’ - even ifthat was said, it is still not permissible for you
to go there except with the pleasure and satisfaction of the father
firstly, because his right is obligatory upon you. And secondly, you
must have the permission of the ruler since you are his subject and
you come under his ruler-ship - and you are obligated with
obedience to him. Allah, the Most High, said:

“0 you who believe, obey Allah and obey the Messenger,
and those amongst you who are in authority.”3

The rulers, those in authority, know the affairs of politics; that
which is beneficial and harmful. So they are capable of such
matters by the authority of the responsibility that they have. So
you are required to stay with the Jamaah (the body of Muslims
under the ruler), and to remain with your parents - and under the
obedience of the ruler. There is no harm or objection in you
supplicating for your brothers and fellow Muslims in any place: in
Irag and other than it. Supplicate for them that they are aided and
supported.

[Translator’s Note: None of the scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah (Salafiyyah)
issued verdicts that a Muslim should travel to Iraq or Syria forJihad.
Indeed, to the contrary, they issued fatwas stating that these are not

w Surah An-Nisa” 59
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places of Jihad. Furthermore, the Muslim rulers entered into a
coalition of forces to wage a true Jihad against the extremists and
terrorists (such as ISIS) who are operating in Iraqg and Syria. Those
who have given verdicts to the youth tojoin the insurgents are not
considered to be from Ahlus-Sunnah, even if they claim it for
themselves.]

Question:

How does one begin seeking religious knowledge?

Answer:

This matter is clear ifyou have embarked upon formal studies [in
an institution]: the texts that are studied within it are chosen by
the scholars: that you study and memorise and you understand,
and in that there is much benefit. So you begin at the elementary
level, and you finish in the fourth year of the Department of
Sharfah, or in the final year of higher studies. And in that there is

much good.

However, ifyou are outside of formal studies, then you should seek
out a scholar from whom you can benefit - and he must be
trustworthy and reliable (well-known), and you sit with him, even
if he is in a land other than yours. And in these times, alhamdulillah,
the means of travel are present and swift, and the paths are safe.

So upon you is to travel to the scholars wherever they may be. The
scholars of old, as you can read in the biographies, would travel by
foot for months; covering great distances. They would travel to

Yemen, Sham, Egypt, Morocco (and the western Islamic world) in
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search of knowledge, and they would emigrate from their own
countries. A Companion left Madinah for Egypt to ask about one
hadith from a Companion who lived there. He went to him for just
one hadith. So travelling to seek knowledge is from Jihad in the Path
of Allah.

Question:

What isyour advice in the affair of obedience to those in authority?
And what is the ruling on backbiting them in gatherings and so on?
And what is the correct stance towards the scholars of the Ummah?
May Allah grant you success.

Answer:

Allah is the One who directs us with His Saying:

e *
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“0 you who believe! Obey Allah and obey the
Messenger, and those ofyou who are in authority.”2

And the Prophet said:

“He who obeys the leader, obeys me, and he who
disobeys the leader, disobeys me.”4

4Surah An-Nisa” 59
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So it is obligatory to obey them in that which is good, and it is not
permitted to rebel against them. It is not allowed to disobey them,
unless they command with disobedience. In that case they are not
obeyed in that particular act of disobedience. So they are obeyed in
that which is not sinful and they are not opposed, or indicted or
accused. However, do not commit any act of sin they command you

with.

The meaning of this hadith is not that you are to rebel against them
and say: “There is no authority for them.” Rather, there is for them
authority and ruler-ship, and you must obey them in that which
does not involve sin, and you are to avoid disobedience. And the
same applies to the scholars - you are to respect them and honour
them because they are the inheritors of the Prophets. And if you
were to revile them or backbite them, then you have reviled and

backbitten the inheritors ofthe Prophets

Allah stated regarding a people who spoke ill of the scholars and
backbit them:
a ] AjljTj<dsLlji — —KLjJ \Is 1kj) Ad id. wredj
jiljpj-u* bjd"*-"hi *oyy&-~>

“If you ask them, they declare: “We were only talking
idly and joking.” Say: “Was it at Allah, and His Ayat
(signs) and His Messenger that you were mocking?”

41 Sahili Al-Bukhart: 2957
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Make no excuse; you have disbelieved after you had
believed.”2

So the matter is not trivial, because honouring the scholars is to
give honour to knowledge, and to honour knowledge is to honour
the Messenger because this is his inheritance, it is his
knowledge. So it is not permitted to backbite or scandalize or to
carry tales in general amongst the Muslims, and to do so regarding
the scholars and the rulers of the Muslims is even worse, because
that is backbiting and it is rebellion and that is a major sin.

And this is considered rebellion - a rebellion does not necessitate
the carrying of weapons against the ruler. Rather if you speak
against them and you belittle their affair in front of the people, and
you lower their station, then this is a type of rebellion against the

leaders in authority.

£ Surah At-Tawbah: 65-66
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