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Biography of Shaykh ‘Abdullah bin Jaar 

A llah1 -m ay Allah have mercy on him

He is ash-Shaykh ‘A bdullah bin Jaar Allah bin 

Ibraaheem  Aali Jaar Allah. His lineage is traced back 

to the Nawaasir tribe o f the Banoo Tameem. He was 

born in al-Mudhnib in the region o f al-Qaseem. He 

had a righteous upbringing and from  his youth he 

studied writing and memorized the Q uran  with his 

father. He travelled to ar-Riyaadh in the year 1368 

A.H. and again in 1374 A.H. He took knowledge 

from  ash-Shaykh M uhm am d bin Ibraaheem  Aali ash- 

Shaykh. In the year 1375 A.H. he attended the 

Imaam-ad-Da’wah Institute where he studied under a 

num ber o f scholars, from  them  ash-Shaykh Ismaa’eel 

bin M uham m ad al-Ansaaree, as well as others.

He graduated from this institute in 1379 A.H. and 

then  he attended the College of ash-Shar’eeah (Islamic 

Law) in ar-Riyaadh where he graduated in 1384 A.H. 

He was appointed as a teacher by the M inistry of 

Education. He taught in the m iddle schools in Haail

1 Source: h ttp ://w w w  .a lu k a h .n e t/W e b /ia ra lla h /C V /
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and Buraydah in 1386 A.H . T hen  he moved to ar- 

Riyaadh for the same type o f work. He then  attended 

the Advanced Institute for Islamic Judges where he 

obtained his Masters in al-Fiqh al-Muqaarin 

(Com parative Islamic Jurisprudence) in the year 

1399 A.H. In the year 1403 A.H . he moved to teach 

in the high schools and rem ained there until he had 

to retire because o f his failing health.

He was one who constantly engaged in all acts of 

worship such as prayer, fasting, and supplications. 

He is m entioned with loving knowledge, with 

reviewing it and studying with others. He spent his 

tim e in that which was beneficial. He was hum ble 

and always smiling. He was patient, generous, and 

compassionate for the poor and the needy. He 

exerted all of his efforts, work tim e, free time, and 

wealth in the path  o f calling to Allah, advising and 

counseling, with money and by the pen. He died in 

M akkah al-M ukarramah in the spring of the 20th of 

Ram adan.

It has been m entioned tha t he au thored  m ore than  

one hundred  and fifty treatises, mostly short and 

beneficial, that treated the im portan t issues that the 

general people were in need o f knowing. Many have
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been printed and distributed with wide acceptance, 

and many have benefited from them .

7



LUaS
Issues the Muslim W om an Should Concern Herself W ith

Introduction

All praise is for Allah, Lord of all the worlds. I bear 

witness that there is no th ing  worthy o f w orship 

except for Allah alone, He has no partner. A nd I 

bear witness tha t M uham m ad is His servant and His 

messenger, peace be upon him , his family, and all of 

his com panions. To proceed:

I decided to select individual sections from  my book 

ath-Thammaar al-Yaani’ah min al-Kalimaat al-Jaami’ah 
(The Ripe Fruits taken from the Com prehensive 

W ords)2, issues concerning the M uslim  w om an 

towards her Lord, her religion, her tem poral life, and 

her hereafter by encouraging knowledge o f the 

following: M arriage and explaining its benefits, 

w arning from  extravagant dowries and explaining its 

harm s, m entioning the connections harbored 

between the spouses from  the Islamic viewpoint, the 

permissibility of polygyny in Islam, the necessity of 

M uslim w om en observing the proper Islamic head 

covering, an explanation o f the rulings for the wife

2 T .N : T his is a larger book  o f  ab o u t 550 pages th a t includes 
im p o rtan t m odern  issues affecting M uslim s today, such as 
dealing w ith usury, seeking know ledge, w orking in banks th a t 
deal w ith usury, sm oking, hom osexuality , and  m uch  m ore.

8
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m ourning the loss o f her husband, the dangers of 

interm ingling between m en and wom en who are not 

related to one another, the descriptions of the 

wom en of paradise and the descriptions of the 

wom en o f the hellfire and encouragem ent to save the 

souls and family from it, an explanation o f the ruling 

surrounding shaking hands with non-relative 

wom en, an explanation on the rulings of 

m enstruation, continuous vaginal bleeding , and 

post-natal bleeding, what has been m entioned 

concerning charity tax on jewelry, an explanation on 

the prohibition  o f w om en displaying their beauty 

and interm ingling with m en and the com m and to 

observe the proper head covering around them , 

wom en have half of the m en in some of the Islamic 

rulings, and evaluating equality between a wom an 

and m an in the light o f Islam.

I have singled out these issues to be easily referenced, 

(to provide a) light carrying (booklet), and derived 

from the speech o f Allah, M ost High, and the speech 

of His messenger, peace be upon him, in addition to 

the scholars who verified (the correct from the false).

I ask Allah, M ost High to benefit whoever reads, 

hears, or prints this. A nd I ask Him  to make it

9
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sincerely for His generous face. May the causes of 

victory be the tranquility o f paradise. He is sufficient 

for us and the best one entrusted. There is no power 

or strength except by Allah, the Lofty, the Great. 

A nd may peace and blessings be upon our Prophet 

M uham m ad, his family, and all of his com panions.

1 0
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Chapter One: Marriage and its benefits

All praise is for Allah, Lord o f the worlds. I bear 

witness that there is no th ing  worthy of worship 

except for Allah alone, He has no partner. I bear 

witness that M uham m ad is His servant and His 

messenger, may peace and blessings be upon his 

family and com panions. May many com plete 

salutations of peace be sent upon the Prophet until 

the Day of Judgm ent. To proceed:

Allah has legislated marriage as an exalted decree 

with excellent objectives and im portan t benefits. He 

has com m anded its end results to be easily obtained 

since it is a sound path to conception and building 

righteous offspring upon  the earth.
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{Then marry (other) women o f  your choice, two or 
three, or four; but i f  you fear that you shall not be 
able to deal justly (with them), then only one or 
(the slaves) that your right hands possess, f

A nd the M ost High says:

{And among His Signs is this, that He created for 
you wives from among yourselves, that you may 
find repose in them, and He has p u t between you 
affection and mercy. Verily, in that are indeed signs 
for a people who reflect. /

’ A n-N isaa’a: 3
4 Ar-Room : 21

1 2
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And the M ost High says:

{And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a 
man who has no wife and the woman who has no 
husband) and (also marry) the Salihun (pious, fit 
and capable ones) o f  your (male) slaves and maid- 

servants (female slaves). I f  they be poor, Allah will 
enrich them out o f  His Bounty. A n d  Allah is All- 
Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knowing 
(about the state o f  the people)./

Aboo Bakr as-Sideeq (the Truthful), may Allah be 

pleased with him , said, “Obey Allah in whatever He 

com m ands you regarding marriage, He will grant you 
wealth tha t is prom ised for you.”

s A n-N oor: 32
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The Arabic word al-Ayaamaa is the plural o f ^

Ayyim which are the m en and w om en who have no 

spouse.

A nd the Prophet, peace be upon  him , said:

“d Ajli 4jl*3 j  j

(O assembly o f young m en, whoever am ongst you 

has alBaa’ah should m arry as it causes one to lower 

his gaze and is forem ost in protecting the private 

parts. But whoever from  am ongst you cannot 

(marry), then he should fast as it will be a W ajaa’a 

for him .)6

The m eaning of the Arabic word alB aa’ah

means provisions for marriage. T he word a l

W ajaa’a means a protection from  sexual desire.

The Prophet, peace be upon him , rejected the one 

who abstained from marriage and o ther permissible 

acts when he said:

h Related by afB ukhaaree , M uslim , and  o thers.

1 4
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^jC- L_iC. j  c-Uualll £  J  J  j  ^>^9^ J

(...But I fast and I break my fast. I sleep and I marry 

women. W hoever abstains from my Sunnah is not 

from me.)

A nd he, peace be upon him  said:

4 _ i* J L L a ] l  i t j ^ \ \  j j a ,  J  £ - l x o  U j J I

(The tem poral world is pleasure. The best o f those 

things that are pleasurable are the righteous wife.)'

A nd it has been narrated by Anas, may Allah be 

pleased with him, that the M essenger of Allah, peace 

be upon him  said:

<111 “dlAi ot^l <111 <s_)j
^U ll lill

(W hoever Allah provides with a righteous wife, it 

will help him  with half o f his religion, so fear Allah 
regarding the o ther half.)8

' It is agreed upon  by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim . 
s Related by M uslim .
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And in another narrative, he, peace he upon him , 

said:

^yiUll L ^ 3  aIII iJjjla  ( jA ll ‘ »*■ .isa 2IC I Cl

(W hen the servant marries then  he completes half of 

his religion, so fear Allah in regards to the o ther 

half.)9

A nd from  Aboo Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 

with him , who said tha t the Messenger o f Allah, 

peace be upon him , said:

yjjliCdl j  <111 Jj.i■ .1 ia! -v ̂ '1 <111 ^C. <lld
> slAjtdi ^ lis lll  j  c.IjS/1

(There are three people whom  Allah has obligated 

H im self the right to assistance; the one who strives 

in the path o f Allah, the servant who desires to pay 

off his debt, and the person who marries desiring 

m odesty.)10

11 Related by at-Tabaraanee in al-Awsaat, al-H aakim  w ho said 
th a t the chain  o f  transm ission  is au then tic , and  al-Bayhaqee.
10 Related by at-T irm idhee, w ho said th a t the  n a rra tion  is good 
and  au then tic , Ibn H ibbaan  in his Saheeh, and  al-Haakim , w ho 
said it was au th en tic  based o n  the  co n d itio n  o f M uslim .

16
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Ibn Katheer said, “It is well known that from A llah’s 

nobility and generousness is that He provides what is 

sufficient for her and for h im .”

It was related by Aboo Hurayrah, may Allah be 

pleased with him , that the M essenger of Allah, peace 

be upon him, said:

Cjlju j i k l i  1 g 'j d j  j  J

lilliij ijjili

(The wom an is m arried for four reasons; for her 

wealth, her lineage, her beauty, and for her religion, 

so choose the one possessing religion, may your hand 

he covered in dust.)11

A nd Sa’eed bin Jubayr said, “Ibn ‘Abbaas said to  me, 

‘Did you marry?’ to which I said, “n o ”. He replied, 

‘G et m arried for indeed it is the best th ing for this 

Ummah, the best part of it is w om en.’” i:

A nd the Prophet, peace he upon him , said:

11 Related by al-Bukhaaree, M uslim , and  o thers.
12 Related by A hm ad  and  al-Bukhaaree.

17
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UUuJ J  I jS U i U1S J  C U I  J j i .  ^ j lC - t  .143 £ J j i

j  Aj» n V Aa.jj j  fiCll c5^ J  '
aJUo

(There are four things that are the best things of this 

life and the hereafter tha t can be given; a thankful 

heart, a tongue that constantly (rem em bers Allah), a 

person patient w ith affliction, and a wife that does 

no t com m it sin against herself and her husband’s 

property.)13

Ibn M as’ood said, “If only ten days o f my life span 

rem ained and I knew I was going to die the last day, 

and I only had the length o f the marriage contract 

then  I would marry ou t o f fear o f seduction.”

And Imam A hm ad said, “Celibacy is no t a part of 

Islam. W hoever calls on you n o t to get m arried then  

he is no t calling you to Islam. If a person marries 

then the religion is com pleted.”

A nd Shaykh-ul-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah said in his book 

al-lkhteeyaaraat, “Rejecting family and children is no t 

from w hat Allah and His messenger loves. It is no t

n Related by at-Tabaraanee w ith a good chain  o f transm ission.

1 8
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from the religion o f the Prophets. Allah M ost High 

says:

(And indeed We sent Messengers before you (O 
Muhammad (peace be upon him)) and made for 
them wives and offspring.f4

My M uslim brother, marriage is cultivated soil for

life, a com forter o f the heart, a fortress for the body 

parts, just as it is a blessing, relaxation, a Sunnah, a 

cover, protection, a cause to obtain righteous 

offspring tha t will benefit m ankind in this life and 

after death. Marriage in Islam is a binding 

arrangem ent, a sacred covenant, a social obligation, a 

spiritual place and path to love and mercy between 

m en and women. It removes the m ost instinctive 

confusions em bedded within the heart and m ind. 

The soul does no t rest or is filled with tranquility

14 Ar-Ra’d: 38

offspring, a place o f rest for the soul, a pleasure of

19
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w ithout it, just as it is an act o f w orship that a person 

completes half o f his religion. He will encounter his 

Lord upon the best condition  of chastity and purity. 

Fear Allah youth o f Islam! Lower your gaze from 

looking at the prohibited  and protect your private 

parts with the good things that are permissible. Obey 

your Lord in w hat He has com m anded you 

concerning marriage, He will grant you wealth that is 

prom ised for you. Beware o f abstaining from 

marriage fearing to take on its responsibilities, the 

issue is dependen t on Allah M ost High in granting 

happiness after difficulty and hardship, ease only 

comes after difficulty. You read w hat was previously 

m entioned concerning the prom ise o f the M ost High 

for the one who marries; wealth, assistance, and 

provision when one fears Allah M ost High and obeys 

Him  and relies on Him  in all o f one’s affairs:

{And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to 
Him, He will make a way for him to get out (from

2 0
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every difficulty). A n d  He will provide him from 
(sources) he never could imagine.f5

A nd He says:

{And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to 
Him, He will make his matter easy for h im .f6

15 At-Talaaq: 2-3
16 At-Talaaq: 4
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Chapter Twos From the Many Benefits of 

getting Married

Marriage has benefits th a t are religious, secular, 

social, and health-based. W e will m ention  some:

One -  O bedience to  the com m and of Allah and His 

messenger, which results in the servant’s happiness, 

in this life and in the hereafter.

Two -  Following the ways o f the Messengers who 

com m anded us to follow them  and em ulate them .

Three -  Fulfilling the objective of joy for the soul 

and happiness of the heart.

Four -  Protection o f the private parts, defense of 

honor, lowering o f the eyesight, and distancing o n e’s 

self from  seduction and lust.

Five -  Increasing the Islamic nation  as num bers 

strengthen it and causes the o ther nations to respect 

it. (In addition), It will suffice itself from  (relying on) 

others if its strength is used in im plem enting the 

purified legislation.

2 2
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Six -  The fulfillm ent o f the Prophet’s pride, peace be 

upon him, for his nation on the Day of Judgm ent.

Seven -  C onnecting the families and strengthening 

the bonds o f love between families and emphasizing 

a social connection. Indeed a tightly-knit society is a 

happy and strong society.

Eight -  Marriage is a cause for provisions and wealth 

to increase as has proceeded in the statem ent of the 

M ost High: {If they are poor, Allah will increase 

them  from His favor.} A nd the statem ent of the 

Prophet, peace be upon him: (There are three people 

whom  Allah has obligated H im self the right to 

assistance...) and he m entioned from  them : (the 

person who m arries desiring modesty).

Nine -  T he continuation  of the hum an  species by 

way of procreation which results from  being m arried, 

and causes joy through the occurrence o f children.

Ten -  The need o f both  of the spouses for one 

another; mentally, physically, and spiritually.

Eleven -  (The institute of marriage) follows the 

natural and deep-rooted desire em bedded w ithin

2 3
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m en and w om en which Allah placed w ithin them  to 

perfect hum an life.

Twelve -  (Marriage is) cooperation o f both  spouses 

in raising their children, building a family, and 

protecting it.

Thirteen -  Classifying the bond between m an and 

w om an on the basis of m utually observing each 

o ther’s rights and upon  cooperation that prom otes 

love, mercy, com panionship, respect, and 

appreciation.

Fourteen -  O btain ing  the great repaym ent and 

imm ense reward for establishing the rights of the 

wife and children by spending on  them . The 

Prophet, peace be upon  him , said: (In some of you is 

charity.) T he com panions said, “O  Messenger of 

Allah, one of us is overcome with sexual desire, there 
is a reward for fulfilling it?” He said: (D on’t you see if 

one engaged in impermissible sex it would be a sin? 

Likewise w hen one engages in the permissible act of 

sex then  he is rew arded.)17

1' Related by M uslim .

2 4
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And he said, peace be upon  him: (Indeed you will 

never spend anything seeking from  it the reward of 

Allah except that you are rewarded for it, even for 

the inheritance tha t you leave for your wife.)'8

Fifteen -  Marriage completes the religion, purifies 

the soul and body, and protects one’s honor.

Sixteen -  The supplication of the righteous child for 

his parents as the Prophet, peace be upon him  said:

flc. ji <3-lba ; V] “Cfac. pint’ll ,jjl diUo Ijj
<1 jcA  -Jj ji Aj

(W hen one o f the children of Adam  dies, all o f his 

good deeds are cut off except for three; perm anent 

charity (such as a well, donated library, etc.), 
Knowledge tha t was left to be benefited from  or a 
righteous child that supplicates for h im .)19

Seventeen -  Protection from  the devil, defense 

against the harm s o f lust, and abstaining from  sex 
ou t of wedlock.

18 Agreed up o n  by al-Bukhaare and  M uslim .
19 Related by M uslim .
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Eighteen -  Preserving o n e’s lineage and the rights of 

inheritance.

Nineteen -  (From the benefits o f marriage is) the 

rejuvenation o f the soul and prom oting 

com panionship by engaging in marital dialogue, 

intimacy, looking at the permissible, and flirting and 

playing around with one another which eases the 

heart and strengthens one’s worship.

Twenty -  W hat has come from  the editorial o f the 

U nited  N ations that m arried couples live longer than  

those w ho are n o t m arried; based on tha t it is stated 

that marriage benefits the health o f the m an and 

wom an together.

Twenty One -  Struggling with the soul and its 

activeness in guardianship, authority, and the 

establishm ent o f the rights o f the family and children 
in bearing responsibility for them  while observing 

patience and getting the rewards o f w hat it is 

arranged.

Twenty Two -  Islam has m ade marriage an act of 

worship because by it the soul is protected from  the

2 6
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evils of tribulations and from  the harm ful look as 

well as from  falling into corruption.

Twenty Three -  The conservation of every 

individual and society from  m oral disintegration as 

well as preservation from  spiritual and physical 

sicknesses. W hoever can get m arried then  he should 

rush into fulfilling these benefits and num erous 

advantages that marriage is set up upon. A nd 

whoever cannot then  he should be patient and fear 

Allah M ost High and be m odest of w hat Allah has 

prohibited, and lower his gaze and protect his private 

parts. He should protect him self with fasting until 

Allah the M ost High blesses him  with the bounty of 
affluence.

The M ost High says:

>' I > , ’ < .-S'- * '  * '  '  /
Cr? ^  k" t^o Qj ju f - ^ j j I  ̂ b i* . .~ .lj

A

4  ^ 4 - ^ 9

2 7
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{And let those who find not the financial means for 
marriage keep themselves chaste, until Allah 
enriches them o f His Bounty. / 0

A nd the previous narration  where the Prophet, peace 

be upon  him, said:

I 'CjIb ^ jjjjIs Sadll  ̂ĉ l \C\. J c jd ill j a Lj

<1 <jls ^jLalU Aj1*J j  j

(O assembly of young m en, whoever am ongst you 

has the financial means should marry as it causes one 

to lower his gaze and is forem ost in protecting the 

private parts. But whoever from  am ongst you cannot 

(marry), then  he should fast as it will be a protection 

for him.)

A nd with Allah is all success. May the peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon his family and 
com panions.

A n-N oor: 3
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Chapter Three: Extravagant Dowries and 

their Harms

There is no doubt that marriage is a necessity from 

the many necessities o f life; w hen it is accomplished 

many benefits, both  religious and secular, are 

obtained. It causes a bond between people. It is a 

means of obtaining love and m utual compassion for 

one another. The husband lives w ithin his wife and 

the wife w ithin her husband. The M ost High says:

{And among His Signs is this, that He created for 
you wives from among yourselves, that you may 
find repose in them, and He has pu t between you 
affection and mercy. Verily, in that are indeed signs 
for a people who reflect. / 1

21 Ar-Room : 21
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By marrying the propagation o f offspring occurs, 

which is a response to the Prophet’s call, peace be 

upon him , to marry, as it occurs in the prophetic 

narration tha t he said:

jji^ li 3,/ j l i  1 jL jj5

(Marry the fertile and loving, for indeed I will be 

proud o f your great num ber before the o ther nations 

on the Day of Judgm ent.)22

Marriage is m ore conducive in lowering the gaze, 

protecting the private parts, and in observing 

modesty. W e hold m arried life to be m uch better 

than  bachelorhood. T he m arried person, his soul is 

tranquil and his livelihood is comfortable. The 

causes of comfort, gentleness, and hum bleness will 

increase and by that the issues of his religion and 

secular life are sanctified, as it is related in the 

prophetic narration:

i 'a. -V,\l *- JA~ii.il jisa aJlII ^  jj£  lil

2 Related by A hoo D aaw ud and  an-N isaa’ee.
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(W hen the servant marries then  he completes half of 

his religion, so fear Allah in regards to the o ther

This is especially true if one is granted a righteous 

and obedient wife, one who watches over what Allah 

has ordered to be watched over. W hen  he looks at 

her she pleases him . If he tells her to do som ething 

she obeys him. If he is absent she protects her 

modesty and his property. M any Q uranic verses and 

prophetic narrations have been revealed concerning 

the issue of marriage and the encouragem ent to do 

so. From them  is the statem ent of Allah M ost High:

oaL j «deJ I cQ Lis L« I Is

{Then marry (other) women o f your choice> two or 
three, or four, f 4

A nd the M ost High says:

’’ Related by at-Tabaraanee in al-Awsaat, al-Haakim  w ho said 
th a t the chain  o f  transm ission  is au then tic , and  al-Bayhaqee.
24 A n-N isaa’a: 3
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(And marry those among you who are single (i.e. a 
man who has no wife and the woman who has no 
husband) and (also marry) the Salihun (pious, fit 
and capable ones) o f  your (male) slaves and maid
servants (female slaves). I f  they be poor, Allah will 
enrich them out o f  His Bounty. A n d  Allah is All- 
Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-Knowing 
(about the state o f  the people) . / ’

The Ayaamaa is plural o f A r̂yim which are

the m en and wom en who have not m arried. This 

verse encourages marriage and promises the person 
who marries with affluence after having had nothing. 

Aboo Bakr as-Sideeq (the Truthful), may Allah he 

pleased with him, said, “Obey Allah in whatever He 

com m ands you regarding marriage, He will grant you 

wealth tha t is prom ised for you.”

21 A n-N oor: 32
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Ibn M as’ood, may Allah be pleased with him  said, 

“Seek wealth in order to get m arried.”

A, „ - , ’ , - '  > . , * E
ijA ail » CIjii j l

' ̂  rr j  4ijl^

{...If they be poor, Allah will enrich them out o f
His Bounty. A n d  Allah is All-Sufficient for His
creatures' needs, All-Knowing (about the state o f  
the people) . / 6

A nd in the prophetic narration:

.ijjj ujjlfLdl J J jjj £ jjiall ; fill (3^
ail J jjaj jl* J l j  staSh

(There are three people whom  Allah has obligated 

H im self the right to assistance; the person who

marries desiring modesty, the servant who desires to 

pay off his debt, and the one who strives in the path 

o f A llah.)27

2h A n-N oor: 32
: Related by A hm ad, at-T irm idhee, an-N isaa’ee, and  Ibn 

M aajah.
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Ibn Katheer said, “It is well know n that from  A llah’s 

nobility and generousness is that He provides w hat is 

sufficient for her and for h im .”

Therefore it is befitting for one who is able to get 

m arried to marry in obedience to the com m and of 

Allah and His M essenger and to observe modesty 

towards him self and his wife. Avoiding marriage 

results in num erous harm s, from them ; the 

impermissible look, which is a poisonous arrow 

utilized from the arrows o f Iblees, it is a path to 

adultery. (And from them ) are illnesses that h inder 

the person because of choosing n o t to marry. 

U nfortunately we see many young m en adverse to 

the legislated m anners o f marriage, fleeing from  its 

responsibilities. In that is a great danger for them  

and their nation. The M essenger o f Allah, peace be 

upon him , the one who was com passionate and 

merciful to his Ummah (the Islamic nation) said:

fd  A jli £  ocloll ^ c. 1 Wi, ..I  ̂>1 urili j  tlx  a Ij

<1 Ajla ^jUlU U lita  j  j

(O assembly of young m en, whoever am ongst you 

has the financial means should marry as it causes one 

to lower his gaze and is forem ost in protecting the
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private parts. But whoever from am ongst you cannot 

(marry), then  he should fast as it will be a protection 

for him.)

The financial means m entioned here are the 

provisions used for marriage and the burdens that 

come with it. This narration  encourages marriage 

since it protects the private parts and lowers the gaze. 

It is related by Anas bin Maalik, may Allah be 

pleased with him, who said that the Prophet, peace 

be upon him, praised Allah and praised His 

qualities, then  he said:

^jc. < J J  J  j  afii j  *<1

(...But I fast and I break my fast. I sleep and I marry 

wom en. W hoever abstains from my Sunnah is no t 

from me.)28

Agreed upon  by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim .
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M any people today can n o t get m arried because of 

extravagant m arriage dowries and the high costs 

associated w ith the m arriage cerem onies. It is a 

difficult problem  harm ing  society. O nly  A llah knows 

how m any young m en and  w om en have been 

oppressed because o f this. It has n o t been relayed 

from  the Prophet, peace be u p o n  him , err any o f the 

com panions or their s tuden ts  th a t they spen t on 

extravagant dowries n o r were they com m anded  to  do 

so. It is narrated  th a t th e  P rophet, peace be u p o n  

him , said:

l_ jl* i) V ] o A i l i .  j A jjj ( j ’j - ia J J  lij

aUJ j

(W henever one  com es to  you w hose practice o f the  

religion an d  good m an n ers  please you th e n  get h im  

m arried  if n o t th ere  will be co rru p tio n  and  

trib u la tio n s  u p o n  the  e a rth .)2g

A n d  in a narrative o f  a t-T irm idhee:

AjjS 1 j IxSj V) a ^ j  j3  Aili. j  , i'Uc |jj

' 9 R elated by at-T irm idhee w h o  said that it was a g ood  

narration, and Ibn M aajah and  al-H aakim .
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(W hen one comes to you asking for your w om en’s 

hands in marriage and whose practice of the religion 

and good m anners pleases you, then  marry him  to 

them , if no t there will he tribulations and 

widespread corruption  upon the earth.)

A nd he, peace he upon him , said:

o j A ij i  aJs J J  i ( j ]

(The m ost blessed o f marriages is the one with the 

least expenses.)10

The dowries of the wives and daughters of the 

Prophet, peace he upon  him, was five hundred  

D irham . He once married a wom an to a poor m an 

who had nothing to give except from what he had 
memorized from the Q uran. He told him  afterwards:

1 n . t i  '  ̂  J - 4 ^ -  0 - °  '  a  j i  j l  j

(Seek a ring of steel if no th ing  else is available.)11

10 It is related liy A hm ad and  al-Bayhaqee in Shu’ab-il-lmaan.
11 Related by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim .
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A nd he m arried ‘A bdur-Rahm an bin ‘Awf, may 

Allah be pleased w ith him , to a w om an for the 

weight of a date pit in gold.

Allah M ost High says:

{Indeed in the Messenger o f  Allah (Muhammad 
(peace be upon him)) you have a good example to 
follow for him who hopes for (the Meeting with) 
Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah 
much.}’2

It is no t wise or beneficial to be extravagant with the 

dowries and to waste money on the wedding 

ceremonies, or for the guardians to  request excessive 

am ounts o f wealth from  the groom  which a poor 

person cannot fulfill. This causes the teenage males 

and females to be excluded (from the institu tion of 

marriage) and (to fall into) no t being m arried.

Al-Ahzaab: 2 1
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Extravagance in dowries makes the wife out to be 

some type of com m odity tha t is bought and sold 

because it violates m anhood and contradicts customs 

and good m anners.

It is befitting for whoever cannot marry to  fast and 

be chaste until Allah M ost High blesses him  from 

His bounty as the M ost High says:

ajjl I t x j  O j-c£" ^  j j l .1 ■ lj #

{And let those who find not the financial means for 
marriage keep themselves chaste, until Allah 
enriches them o f His Bounty.}”

A nd the Prophet, peace be upon him, said in the 
previous narration:

"  A n-N oor: 33
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(O assembly o f young m en, whoever am ongst you 

has the financial means should m arry as it causes one 

to lower his gaze and is forem ost in protecting the 

private parts. But whoever from  am ongst you cannot 

(marry), then  he should fast as it will be a protection 

for him.)

It is a responsibility upon  the guardians over the 

young m en and w om en to make the dowries cheap 

and to facilitate the paths to marriage. The poor and 

their welfare should be taken into consideration, no t 

greed and indulgence. M arrying the single Muslims 

and facilitating it fulfils social responsibilities and 

Islamic partnership. It spreads b ro therhood, love, 

and cooperation am ongst the Muslims w ho are like 

one body, like one strong structure, built one upon 

the other. May Allah grant all success of w hat He 

loves and is pleased with and may the peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon  our Prophet M uham m ad 

and upon  his family and all of his com panions.
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Chapter Four: The Connection of the 

Spouses according to the Islamic View

All praise is for Allah, Lord of the worlds, and may 

peace and blessings be upon the noblest o f the 

Prophets and Messengers, our Prophet and Imam, 

M uham m ad, and upon  his family and all o f his 

com panions. T o proceed:

Islam has placed em inen t boundaries concerning the 

rights o f the husband and the wife. W e will see how 

Islam m ade these rights harbor love and fulfillment. 

W e will also m ention  some o f the rights of the 

husband over the wife and the rights o f the wife over 

the husband. W e will begin with the rights o f the 

husband over his wife:

One - O bedience of the wife to her husband based 

on what is good which is obedience dictated by the 

moral com m on interest between all partners. It isn’t 

the obedience o f the slave to his master, nor is it of 

one despised by one who subjugated the other. O n 

the contrary, it is like obedience o f a younger brother 

to his older brother. This is the obedience that Islam 

requires from the wife to her husband, and it is the
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guardianship tha t the Q uran  refers to  by its 

statem ent:

{Men are the protectors and maintainers o f  
women.f4

Two - To be m indful o f his feelings, keeping him  

from anything that may h u rt him  such as statem ents, 

actions or bad m anners. A nd to take into account 

his financial circum stances and social status, no t 

becom ing annoyed by his work outside of the hom e 

as long as it’s an honest living and he earns money 

from  it. She shou ldn’t pressure him  to buy things he 

isn’t able to provide for her to the poin t tha t he will 

steal for it or become indebted. It was a habit o f the 

w om en of the rightly-guided predecessors, may Allah 
be pleased with them , w hether a wife or daughter of 

a m an to say when he leaves the house:

V j  J ' J J ‘ ' d li  ' -1°. >1̂  J dl\jj J  <44 (Jjj]

jllll Jc .

14 A n-N isaa’a: 34
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“Fear Allah and beware o f forbidden earnings. 

Indeed we are patience with hunger and harm , but 

we will no t show patience with the hellfire.”

Three - For the wife to  provide him with self

accom m odation and con ten tm ent in the house by 

keeping herself and her house clean, and beautifying 

herself for him  while providing what brings him  

closer to her and increases his love and longing for 

her. T hat is how a w om an gains her husband’s heart, 

no t like one who meets her husband with kitchen 

clothes and unkem pt hair looking disheveled and 

only beautifies herself when she goes ou t of the 

house or prepares for a visitor.

Four - N ot to leave his house w ithout his permission: 

N ot to reveal her beauty to m en she is allowed to 

marry. It is from the com m andm ents of the 

M essenger o f Allah, may the peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon him, that the wife is no t to leave from 

her husband’s house w ithout his perm ission. If she 

did this, m eaning left w ithout her husband’s 

permission, the angels curse her until she retu rns.”

” It was reported  by at-Tabaraanee and  al-M undhiree po in ted  
o u t its weakness.
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Five - The wife should give him  free tim e for him self 

and his thoughts. If he is one who spends his tim e in 

acts o f w orship she should allow him  tim e to devote 

him self to w holeheartedly worshipping Allah in full 

submission. If he is one who is a scholar then  she 

should allow him  tim e to read, write, th ink  or 

author. The pleasure that the worshipper finds in 

seclusion, or the scholar in his reading, and the 

writer in peacefulness is incom parable in life and the 

wife who does no t feel this pleasure will no t 

understand the m eaning o f it. She will see this as 

hatred, or o f him  being d istant from her, so because 

of this she drives herself and her husband crazy.

As for the rights o f the wife upon her husband then 

they are:

One -  The husband m ust see his wife as a place of 

peace that was left for him  to feel peaceful in. A nd 
(he must) com plete her surroundings by giving her 

peace of m ind along with a decent life coupled with 

happiness. The noble Q uran  refers to this meaning:
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{And among His Signs is this, that He created for 
you mates from among yourselves, that ye may 
dwell in tranquility with them, and He has pu t love 
and mercy between your (hearts): verily in that are 
Signs for those who reflect, f 6

Two -  He m ust provide her with the basic and 

simple things such as adequate housing in which her 

sanctity is m aintained. He also provides her with 

adequate clothing which protects her from lewdness, 

and adequate food which nourishes the body. This is 

all done according to his financial means.

,h A R-Room : 21

4 5



st jaII ^  LLiaS
Issues the M uslim  W om an  Should  C oncern H erself W ith

{On no soul doth Allah place a burden greater than 
i t  can bear./'

The husband sins hy no t providing w hat is needed in 

the house. The M essenger of A llah’s statem ent, 

peace be upon him, suffices w hen he said:

j l  Uajj f  Lj ^

(It is sufficient that a m an is considered a sinner if 

he wastes on what he provides for his family.)™

Three - He is to teach her the obligatory aspects of 

the religion. He instructs her as to what she needs to 

know from  the religion and education. A wom an is 

very susceptible to the religious behavior of her 

husband. So if she saw him  striving for his religion 

she will see the virtue and worship and desire to  do 

as her husband, seeking his pleasure. If she sees the 

opposite of this from  him , that he doesn’t strive at 
all for his religion; she will do just as he does. Allah 

has made the wife’s protection from the fire a trust 

by the husband’s w hen He said:

' ' A l-Baqarah: 286
w Related by A hm ad, A bu D aaw ud, al-Haakim , and  al-Bayhaqi 
in as-Sunan, and  as-Suyootee detailed  its au then tic ity .
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{O ye who believe! Save yourselves and your 
families from a Fire whose fuel is Men and 
stones. / '1

Four - The husband is to  be jealous over her, no t to 

he suspicious o f her and not tolerate things that 

d ishonor the family or exposes them  to evil gossip. 

So whoever sees or hears o f som ething that 

dishonors his wife and disregards it, he has removed 

himself from the group of m en who has status with 

Allah and with the people. The Messenger o f Allah, 

may the peace and blessings o f Allah be upon him, 
said:

J  4_L0 UV 4^ J  AjLxL<all D j l jC .  x j i J jJ J L a jL j l

JJC.1 aiil

A t-Tahreem : 6
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(Are you all no t amazed by the jealousy o f Sa’d bin 

‘Ubaadah? By Allah, I am m ore jealous than  him  and 

Allah is m ore jealous than  me.)40

There are two types o f jealousy, praiseworthy jealousy 

and it is w ithin the limits of m oderation. A nd then 

there is jealousy that is hated which the M essenger of 

Allah, may the peace and blessings o f Allah be upon 

him, spoke about in his statem ent:

aJa! sjJC- A j  j  jc. <oj1 «*•»» n ojjc- SjjMLII (jx
^  g f A  J  i i l l  I j j a u  t  J  A j j j  J J C .  J *

(From the types of jealousy is the jealousy that Allah 

Almighty hates, and it’s the jealousy o f m an over his 

family, while being suspicious o f them . There is 

jealousy that Allah loves and it’s the jealousy that a 

man has for his family while no t being suspicious o f 

them  and trusting them .)41

Five - He should he enjoyable with her in the house; 

being excited to m eet her and listen to  her when she 

talks to him. He should joke around  and flirt with

40 Related by al-Bukhaaree.
41 Related by an-N isaa’ee, A boo D aaw ud, A hm ad , Ibn M aajah, 
ad-D aarim ee, and  al-Haakim  au th en tica ted  it.
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her. Some ignorant people th ink  that playing around 

with the wife dim inishes one’s hum ility and piety. 

This is a grave mistake and the Messenger of Allah, 

may the peace and blessings o f Allah be upon him , 

was the m ost hum ble servant and leader who ruled 

by what was revealed to him . He used to race his wife 

‘Aaishah, may Allah he pleased with her. The 

M essenger o f Allah, may the peace and blessings of 

Allah he upon him, said:

^ j b i .  A  j fyV j  \‘i\< i j  dUajJ iJbSi

(The best o f the believers who believe are those with 

the best o f m anners, and the best o f you are those 

who treat their wom en well.)42

Six - He is to have the best character with her and 

speak to her with gentleness and overlook some of 

her mistakes. He should advise her with mildness, 

and display love and mercy. The M essenger of Allah, 

peace he upon him , said:

4" Related at-T irm idhee, Ibn M aajah, and  al-Haakim , an all 
au then tica ted  it.
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(Indeed the m ost beloved to me from  am ongst those 

o f you who do good are those w ith good m anners, 

those who are easy to befriend and do n o t harm  

others, and those who befriend the people and are 

befriended.)41

These are the m ost im portan t rights o f the husband 

over his wife and the wife over the husband. As for 

the shared rights, the first o f them  is to bear with 

everything that comes from  each o ther that may be 

harm ful to one another. M ankind is n o t infallible, 

and there is no one who doesn’t make mistakes. So 

the husband bears some harm  from his wife and she 

too bears with him. The wife hears some cruelty from 

the husband, and it’s from  the obligatory acts to 

rem ind the husband tha t he should be appreciative 

of bearing harm  from his wife. The w om an is 

em otional and quickly forgets the beauty of her 

husband. The Messenger o f Allah, may the peace 

and blessings o f Allah be upon him , said:

d u l j  U> d J l s ' VI.* djt j  j a s II d j l

iaS I Jid. iSlLo

4' Related by at-Tabaraanee in as-Sagheer al-Awsat and  al- 
M undh iree  p o in ted  o u t its w eakness.
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(If you were always good to one of them  all o f the 

time, bu t then  she saw you do som ething wrong, she 

would say, “I haven’t seen any good from  you”.)44

From the shared obligatory acts, then  every husband 

and wife should feel a sense of shared responsibility 

towards the house and the family. M eaning, they 

should both  feel that it is upon them  to make 

themselves and their children happy by working 

together through the trials of life. So, it isn’t correct 

for the husband not to consider his wife’s com fort in 

the house and her work and troubles, and only be 

concerned with his own com fort at the expense of 

his wife and children. A nd it isn’t correct for the 

wom an to no t consider her husband’s workload and 

the expenses o f the house to the po in t that her only 

interest is her own com fort at the expense o f the 

husband.

W ith  this, I ask Allah to re tu rn  those husbands and 

wives who are astray back to practicing this upright 

religion, and to  grant their families fruition based on 

the noble Q uran , and Allah is the one w ho grants

success.

44 Related by al-Bukhaaree.
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Chapter Five: Polygyny in Islam4S

All praise is for Allah, Lord o f all the worlds, may the 

peace and blessings of Allah be upon  M uham m ad, 

the Messenger o f Allah. T o proceed:

There has been a lot o f talk about polygyny; from 

those who attack Islam are the ones who cast doubts 

about its validity and resent the religion and its 

adherents, to the person influenced by the enemies, 

m isinterpreting the Q uran  and twisting the 

meanings of the verses and prophetic narrations to 

give it his own understanding  and to  fit his desires. 

The amazing th ing is n o t these two types o f people 

because this is craft of the enemies, the M ost High 

says:

ljjj£  U S ' O j y iS O  ) J  I j S j  *

{They wish that you reject Faith, as they have 
rejected (Faith), and thus that you all become equal 
(like one another).}*6

^  T he practice o r co n d itio n  o f  having m ore th an  one  wife at 

one tim e.

46 A n-N isaa’a: 89
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Rather the amazing thing is the people o f knowledge 

and religion who have been affected by this kind of 

person, m isinterpreting the Q uran , desiring to follow 

the opinion of the enemies so that one can escape 

their slander. But does their slander harm  us or our 

religion, as the poem  goes, “Are the clouds harm ed 

by the barking of the dogs? May the troublem aker be 

destroyed!”

T he Muslim, and all praise is due to Allah, holds to 

his beliefs and does no t doub t his religion. He listens 

to the words o f his Lord and the prophetic 

narrations o f his Prophet M uham m ad, peace be 

upon him . Allah the M ost High says:

fLleJl Olla L>

{... Then marry (other) women o f your choice, two
or three, or four.}*'

4' A n-N isaa’a: 3
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The Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him , 

ordered the one who converted having many wives, 

to choose four and divorce the rem aining wives, as 

he com m anded Gheelaan and o thers.48

This legislation allows m ore than  one of the good 

qualities contained w ithin the religion. Islam has 

many good qualities tha t are fit for bo th  general and 

specific benefits. W om en are in need of one who can 

support them  and establish their needs and spend on 

them . W om en are also afflicted with m enstruation 

and post natal bleeding that happens after birth . If 

the m an fears tem ptation  and falling into illegal 

sexual intercourse the divine legislation allows him  

to take other wives due to  these great benefits; yet 

the biased is oblivious to them  and the ignorant 

doesn’t understand them . Also w hen a predicam ent 

occurs am ongst the w om en because o f som ething 

happening to  the m en either due to war or because 

of the rise in the num ber o f wom en, this is from 

Allah’s wisdom as it is related in the narrative from 

the Prophet, peace be upon  him:

siJ A I i juba-kl jU jII jib

Related by A hm ad, at-T irm idhee, and  au then tica ted  by Ibn 
H ibbaan  and  al-Haakim .
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(In the last days there will be fifty wom en to one 

m an, who will be responsible for each.)4"*

O r due to the w om en’s incapability and weakness as 

our Lord points ou t in His statem ent:

{Men are the protectors and maintainers o f  women, 
because Allah has made one o f  them to excel the 
other, and because they spend (to support them) 
from their means. f °

A nd the statem ent o f the M ost High:

\   ̂ t  * **
X !Q p J  • ^

{...And they (women) have rights (over their 
husbands as regards living expenses) similar (to

4> Related by al-Bukhaaree, M uslim , and  o thers.
so A n-N isaa’a: 34
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those o f their husbands) over them (as regards 
obedience and respect) to what is reasonable, but 
men have a degree (of responsibility) over them ./'

Islam came accom panied w ith mercy and 

compassion towards the weak such as the w om an 

and orphan. This was in opposition to  the days of 

ignorance before Islam, which oppressed the w om an 

and excluded her from  inheritance and prevented 

her from  marriage. D aughters were buried alive, 

some did so ou t o f fear of poverty while others did 

this to their daughters specifically for fear of 

dishonor. Islam came prohibiting oppression and 

transgression inform ing people that all provisions 

were from Allah as the M ost High says:

IAnd kill not your children for fear o f  poverty. We 
provide for them and for you. Surely, the killing o f
them is a great s in ./2

11 Al-Baqarah: 228
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Therefore Allah, al-Hayy (the Ever Living), al-Qayyum 

(The Self-Subsisting) provides for all. However, m an 

has been com m anded to  work and spend from  his 

means. If he fears being unjust am ongst wives then  

he should lim it him self to only one. The M ost High 

says:

4 '$5  ijJ J-*j *̂ l Jkiii*- j l l  ^

{...But i f  you fear that you shall not be able to deal 
justly (with them), then only on ef3

A nd polygyny was present in the previous divine 

legislations tha t Allah revealed. Prophet Sulaymaan 

(Solomon), peace be upon  him, once said, “At night 

I will go to ninety o f my wives so that each one will 

have a child to fight in the path o f A llah.”14

This is a mercy from Allah for His servants. He 

legislated polygyny and allowed specific 

circumstances for our Prophet M uham m ad, peace be 

upon him, as he was perm itted m ore than  four to

12 Al-Israa’a: 31 
11 A n-N isaa’a: 3
54 Related by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim .
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establish connections based on the religion and 

upon the establishm ent o f the Islamic state.

Polygyny is only opposed by a stubborn person or 

one who harbors enmity, one who desires to weaken 

the M uslim offspring or wants the people to  fall into 

adultery as it has occurred in o ther countries. I ask 

Allah to  pardon us and them  in this life and in the 

hereafter. By Allah, they know the benefits of 

polygyny but they shut their eyes to it in order to 

defame the religion or to com m it illegal sexual 

intercourse am ongst the Muslims. Allah is wiser and 

more knowledgeable to legislate for His servants 

w hat will benefit them  and prevent them  from 

harm ing themselves such as adultery, sex out of 

wedlock, oppression, and transgression. May the 

peace and blessings o f Allah be upon our Prophet 

M uham m ad and upon his family and com panions.”

W ritten  by: Ash-Shaykh ‘A bdur-R ahm aan  b in  ‘A bdillah  Aali 

Faryaan
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Chapter Six: The Head Covering of the 

Muslim W oman56

All praise is for Allah, alone. May peace and 

blessings be upon him  who there will never be 

another Prophet after, and upon  his family and his 

com panions. T o proceed:

It is known to everyone familiar w ith an affliction 

that has recently become widespread; at-Tabarruj 

(Muslim w om en displaying their beauty i.e. a part of 

the body or decorated clothing), as-Sufoor (Muslim 

wom en leaving ou t totally uncovered), and not 

wearing the proper head covering around men. 

Many display their beauty that they have been 

prohibited from displaying. N o doubt, this is from 

the greatest of evil deeds and open acts of 

disobedience. A nd there is no doubt that it is one of 

the greatest causes for afflictions to occur and for 

(Allah’s) punishm ent to be carried out (on the 

people). Imm orality and shamelessness, sins, and

,6 T his is a section from  a treatise regarding th e  M uslim  
W o m an ’s H ead-C over by ash-Shaykh ‘A bdul-’Azeez b in  ‘A bdillah  
b in  Baaz -m ay  A llah have mercy upon  him .
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the prevalence o f corruption  are all direct results of 

at-Tabarruj and as-Sufoor.

Therefore Muslims you m ust fear Allah, deal with 

the foolish (who call to the prohibited) and prevent 

your wom en from w hat Allah has prohibited  them  

from. Have them  observe the proper head and body 

covering. Beware o f A llah’s anger and know that His 

punishm ent is great. It has been authentically 

reported from  the Prophet, peace be upon him , that 
he said:

A j U j l j  < 1 1 1  a n j  ( j i  t i i i i j i  a J J J X J  ^ l s  1 j i j  I j l  ( j l

(W hen the people see al-Munkar (every sinful and 

objectionable thing) bu t they do no t change it, Allah 

will envelope all of them  with His pun ishm ent.)57

Allah, the G lorified has com m anded the w om en to 

cover in His noble book, and to stay in their hom es. 

He has warned them  from  at-Tabarruj (to display 

som ething of beauty such as a part o f the body or 

decorated clothing) and speaking with a soft and sexy 

voice to m en as a means o f protecting them  from

,7 R elated by A boo D aaw ud, at-T irm idhee, and  an-N isaa’ee w ith  
au then tic  chains o f  transm ission .
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seduction and as a w arning from the causes of 

tem ptation. The M ost High says:

fO  Consorts o f  the Prophet! ye are not like any o f  
the (other) women: i f  ye do fear (Allah), be not too 
complaisant o f  speech, lest one in whose heart is a 
disease should be moved with desire: but speak ye a 
speech (that is) just. A n d stay quietly in your 
houses, and make not a dazzling display, like that o f  
the former Times o f Ignorance: and establish 
Regular Prayer, and give Regular Charity; and obey 
Allah and His Messenger. A n d  Allah only wishes to

(_)l i I ^  JLg-\ e-z=> c LloJj
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remove all abomination from you, ye Members o f  
the Family, and to make you pure and spotless./*

In this verse the G lorious prohibited  the wives of the 

noble Prophet, the m other of the believers w ho are 

the best and purest w om en from  speaking seductively 

to  m en lest one in whose heart is a disease should be 

moved with the desire of adultery. He com m ands 

them  to stay in their hom es. He prohibits them  from  

the Tabarruj o f al-Jaahiliyyah (pre-Islamic period) 

which was the display o f their beauty and body such 

as the hair, face, neck, chest, arms, feet, etc. This is 

due to the great corruption  and tribulation tha t it 

contained in addition  to moving m en’s hearts in 

pursuing the ways to  adultery. A nd when Allah the 

Glorified w arned the m other o f the believers from 

these evil things along with w hat would rectify and 

purify them , they changed one by one due to  the 

warning, the rejection o f sins, and fear for (falling 

into) the causes o f tribulation. May Allah protect us 

and you from  the deviances o f the tribulations. It 

proves the generality o f the ruling applying to  them  

as well as o ther wom en, His statem ent in this verse:

58 Al-Ahzaab: 32-33
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_  f  s '*  "* -> C

4 -’AJj—JJ  aUI

{...and they establish Regular Prayer, and give 
Regular Charity; and obey Allah and His 
Messenger.}

These com m ands are general rulings applied to the 

wives of the Prophet, peace be upon him , and to 

others. The Mighty and Majestic says:

f. I jj  -4 ^ j JtjxL*~3 IxlLo jj*SJ l i j j

{And when ye ask (his ladies) for anything ye want 
ask them from before a screen: that makes for 
greater purity for your hearts and for theirs./9

^  Al-Ahzaab: 5 3
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This noble verse is a clear text that clarifies the 

obligation for w om en to cover their hair in front of 

m en as well as covering the rest o f their body. Allah 

the Glorified has clarified in this verse that covering 

is a greater purity for the hearts o f the m en and will 

keep them  from falling into immodesty and its 

causes. The Glorified points ou t that uncovering the 

head and no t wearing it is im pure and filthy. He also 

points ou t that wearing the head cover is purity and 

a means o f preservation. Therefore M uslim m en 

educate (your family) with the conduct tha t Allah has 

shown you. Obey the com m ands o f Allah. Make 

your wom en wear the head covering which will he a 

cause for purification and the way to  success. The 

M ost High says:

(O  Prophet! tell thy wives and daughters, and the 
believing women, that they should cast their outer
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garments over their persons (when abroad): that is 
most convenient, that they should be known (as 
such) and not molested. A n d  Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful./0

The word al-Jalaabeeb in this verse is plural for 

Jilbaab. The Jilbaab is that which the wom an places 

over her head to cover it and conceal the rest o f her 

body. Allah the G lorious has com m anded all o f the 

wives of the believers to cast their garm ents over 

their beauty; the hair, face, etc. This is so that they 

will he recognized with modesty and n o t tease (men) 

and have m en hit on them  and molest them . The 

Most High says:

ji ,  I *  o j .  i  o f  *  s  __ „  ,  ^ f

j  I  ̂ j i l l  J i

J i j  J j^y>- 'CbT (jl j\ viJJ'i

X? J ^ - 3  1 cr*

)=s

Al-Ahzaab: 59
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{Say to the believing men that they should lower 
their gaze and guard their modesty: that will make 
for greater purity for them: and Allah is well 
acquainted with all that they do. A n d  say to the 
believing women that they should lower their gaze 
and guard their modesty; that they should not 
display their beauty and ornaments except what 
(must ordinarily) appear thereof. f !

In these two noble verses, Allah com m ands the 

believing m en and w om en to lower their gaze and 

guard their modesty. This is to prevent the chances 

of adultery from happening and the great calamities 

that occur am ongst the M uslims as a direct result of 

it. This is because staring lustfully is a sickness o f the 

heart and a shameless act of obscenity. Lowering the 

gaze is a way to  avoid falling in to  this vice. Lowering 

the gaze and guarding modesty is purer for the 

believer in this life and in the hereafter. Looking 
lustfully is from the greatest causes o f ruin and 

pun ishm ent in this life and in the hereafter. W e ask 

Allah for pardon from that.

61 A n-N oor: 30-31
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It is known that showing the face and palms cause 

corruption and tribulation. The p roof is w hat has 

been established from  ‘Aaishah, may Allah be 

pleased with her, in the story of the slander that she 

covered her face when she heard the voice of 

Safwaan bin al-Mu’attal as-Sulmee. She said that he 

knew what she looked like before the head covering 

was legislated. Therefore this indicates that wom en 

after the verse o f revelation known as Aayat-ul-Hijaab 

came down were not known due to their lower 

garm ents and faces being covered. It is obvious in 

today’s times that the wom en have been afflicted 

with the spread o f displaying their beauty. Therefore 

it is obligatory to prevent excuses and stop the vast 

means that lead to corruption  and the appearance of 

obscenities. From the greatest causes of corruption  is 
m en being alone with w om en and travelling with 

them  w ithout a Mahram. It has been authenticated 

that the Prophet, peace be upon him , said:

L$jla j  j  V] V
j i

(A wom an does no t travel unless accom panied by a 

Mahram (male relative escort), and a m an and a
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wom an are no t alone together unless there is a 

Mahram with her.)*’2

A nd he, peace be upon him  said:

(jlla jla il jjl 3 V

(A m an and a w om an are no t alone together as a 

couple except tha t the Shaytaan (Satan) is th ird  one 

to accompany them .)''’

A nd he, peace be upon him , said:

ji j  J  Vj *1^1 tlAyj

(A m an does not spend the night in a hom e with a

w om an unless her husband or Mahram is present.)*'4

So fear Allah M uslims and be responsible for your 

wom en and prevent them  from  what Allah has 

prohibited them  from , such as uncovering, 

displaying their beauty, showing off parts o f the

62 Related by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim .
61 Related by A hm ad, at-T irm idhee, and  au then tica ted  by al- 
H aakim .
64 Related by M uslim  in his Saheeh.
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body, and im itating A llah’s enemies; the Christians 

and whoever else they may imitate. Know that 

staying quiet about it is the same as taking part in it. 

It causes sins and the anger o f Allah to occur and for 

His punishm ent to prevail. May He pardon us and 

all of you from  its evil.

A nd from  the greatest obligations (of enjoining the 

good and forbidding the evil) is w arning m en from  

being alone with wom en, entering their hom es when 

they are alone, travelling with them  while no 

Mahram is present. All o f these are causes of 

tribulation and corruption. It has heen authentically 

reported that the Prophet, peace be upon him , said:

f Cull

(I have not left a trial after me m ore harm ful upon 
men than  wom en.)6"

A nd from the greatest corruptions that occur are 

Muslim w om en im itating the non'M uslim  C hristian 

wom en and their like. Im itating them  in wearing 

short clothes, displaying the hair and outer beauty, 

com bing their hair like the people o f disbelief and

65 A greed upon .
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disobedience, adding extensions, and wearing 

m anufactured hair know n as al-Baarookah. The 

Prophet, peace be upon him , said:

(W hoever imitates a people then he is from  them .)6h

It is well known w hat results from  this form  of 

im itation and these sho rt clothes which make the 

w om an appear naked (even though they have on 

clothes), results such as corruption, tem ptation, 

abandonm ent o f the religion, and shamelessness. 

Therefore it is obligatory to intently focus on 

w arning from all o f it, and to prevent the wom en 

from  it and to be stern because its consequences, its 

inclination, and its corruption  are great. It is no t 

permissible to be easy on the young girls since their 

cultivation will lead them  to being accustomed to 

covering. If no t they will dislike it when they get 
older causing them  to fall into dem oralization, the 

prohibited, and tribulation tha t is feared for the 

older wom en to fall into.

Related by A hm ad, A boo D aaw ud, and  o thers. A nd 
au then tica ted  by Ibn H ibbaan .
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So fear Allah, servants of Allah! W arn  (the people) 

from  what Allah has prohibited you from  and 

cooperate with one another on piety and 

righteousness. Enjoin one ano ther with the tru th  

and to be patient. Know that Allah the G lorious will 

ask you all about this and either reward or punish 

you all of your deeds and He the Glorified is the 

patient and with the righteous, and with those who 

do good deeds. Be patien t and fear Allah and do 

good deeds. Indeed Allah loves those who do good 

deeds.

I ask Allah to help His religion and raise His word 

and rectify the rulers. T hat He obliterate corruption 

am ong them  and aide them  in the tru th  and rectify 

the inner-self. T hat He will make us, you, and all of 

the Muslims successful. A nd that He will rectify the 

servants and their countries in this life and in the 

hereafter. Indeed He is able to do all and worthy of 

responding (to this supplication). Allah is sufficient 

for us and is the best of those entrusted. There is no 

strength or power except with Allah the M ost High, 

the Great. A nd may the peace and blessings o f Allah 

be upon M uham m ad and upon his family and all of 

his com panions.
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Chapter Seven: An Explanation of the 

Rulings for the Wife mourning the loss of 

her Husband67

One- She m ust stay in the hom e where she lived with 

her husband w hen he passes away. She does n o t go 

out from  it unless there is a need or a dire necessity 

such as going to  the hospital due to illness and 

buying the things she needs from  the m arket like 

bread, etc. This is only if she does n o t have anyone 

to do these things for her.

Two- She avoids wearing alluring clothing.

Three- She avoids all o f types o f perfum e unless she 

has come off o f her menses in which case there is no 

harm  in her applying some scent.

Four- She avoids wearing jewelry m ade of gold, 

silver, diam onds, or anything else, w hether it is 

necklaces, pearls, etc.

67 W ritten  by: G enera l P residen t for th e  A d m in istra tion  for 

Knowledge-Based R esearch and  Legal R ulings, M issionary 

W ork , and  G uidance; ‘A bdul-1 Azeez b in  Baaz
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Five- She avoids wearing al-Kohl because the 

M essenger of Allah, peace be upon him , forbade the 

m ourning wom an from  all of these things. She can 

wash with water, soap, and lotus whenever she 

wants. She can speak w ith her relatives and wom en 

whenever she wants. She can sit with her male 

relatives that she is no t allowed to marry (such as the 

brother, uncle, nephew, son, etc.) and serve them  

coffee and food. She can work in her house, house’s 

garden, and the porches night and day, doing all of 

the various types of housework like cooking, sewing, 

sweeping, washing clothes, m ilking the animals, etc. 

She can do everything the w om an who is no t 

m ourning does. She can walk in the m oonlight 

w ithout her face covered like o ther w om en and she 

can toss her face cover over her head w hen she does 

not have a non  relative chaperon. May the peace and 

blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet M uham m ad 
and upon his family and com panions.
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Chapter Eight: The Dangers of 

Intermingling

All praise is for Allah, and may peace and blessings 

be upon His Messenger. To proceed: Indeed the 

m ost dangerous o f affairs tha t Allah has w arned the 

Muslims from  is mixing o f the sexes, bo th  male and 

female. T hat is because it is one o f the greatest causes 

that easily can lead to  obscenity. Even more 

dangerous than  that, is the seclusion o f a wom an 

with a m an who is no t her Mahram. This is a means 

for Shaytaan to enter. The Prophet, peace be upon 

him , said:

(j'hnail (j) 3 ot̂ oLj

(A m an and a w om an are no t alone together as a 

couple except that the Shaytaan (Satan) is th ird  one 

to accompany them .)68

The reality of seclusion is that a m an is alone with a 

wom an in absence of people. This happens a lot in 

many M uslim hom es where some have taken maids

68 R elated by A hm ad, at-T irm idhee, and  au th en tica ted  by al- 
H aakim .
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from foreign countries to  work for the family, the 

hom e, and in public. They are brought from far off 

places w ithout proper male escorts. It is well known 

that a lot o f tim e the m an of the house or one of the 

male m em bers of the family is alone with these 

maids. W henever the family goes out the plot of 

Shaytaan comes about. It is a plot tha t manifests the 

danger that the M essenger o f Allah, peace be upon 

him, inform ed of. The previous narration includes 

all m en even if they are righteous or old.

Likewise this includes the wom an w hether she is 

righteous or old. This is som ething that is viewed as 

being from the natural hum an inclination that m en 

have towards wom en especially when many of these 

servants are young beautiful wom en. Because o f this 

we consider bringing foreign maids into the hom es 
very dangerous. The M uslims have been tested by 

this today. W e ask Allah to protect them  from  its evil 

and to guide the rulers to rectify the issue before it is 

ou t of control.

There is another form of mixing that some of the 

Muslims have been tested with. Its danger is by no 
means lesser than  the last issue. It is the hiring of a 

foreign male driver. W e see them  come and go with
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their families and being alone with them  w ithout 

proper male relative escorts. W e have been assured 

that a group o f the M uslims have begun sending 

their daughters to school with the driver or sending 

one o f the female relatives to  the store alone with the 

driver. He may be non-M uslim  or a deviant in his 

practice of the religion, his m anners, or in his 

appearance, bu t the righteous m an is the one who 

m ust be chosen. This is forbidden based on the 

previous narration as evil is likely to happen. The 

wise M uslim does n o t accept this happening to his 

family and it is no t permissible for him  to neglect 

this trust. He should protect the m ost precious thing 

that he possesses which are his female relatives from  

this great danger.

How many horrible stories do we hear o f because of 

this type o f laxness and neglect in repelling the love 

of affluence and arrogance?

My M uslim brother...M y M uslim sister...Islam is 

strict concerning the issue of being alone with 

relatives that are n o t male relatives like the female 

m aternal and paternal cousin. The Prophet, peace be 

upon him , said:
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fUil! J c .  J  jk ill J  f&J)

(Beware of entering the hom es when the wom en are 

alone.)

So a m an asked, “W hat about the brother-in-law O  

M essenger of Allah?” He responded:

dl oldl

(The in-law is death.)69

The m eaning (of this statem ent) is to warn from 

mixing with w om en and being alone with the male 

relatives that are not considered permissible male 

relative escorts. The greatest types o f seclusion are 

the relatives of the husband being left alone with the 

wife; relatives such as the husband’s brother, his 

nephew, his uncle, and his male cousins, etc. All of 

these are relatives who are no t considered male 

relative escorts for her, w hether on a journey or just 

going out. Just as we warn the M uslim wom en from 

travelling with male relatives who are no t considered 

male relative escorts. T he Messenger, peace be upon  
him, said:

64 Related by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim .
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(_£ j  V) St^dl V

(A w om an does no t travel unless accom panied by a 

Mahram (male relative escort).)'0

W e also warn the Muslims from  mixing the male 

and female children even if they are brothers and 

sisters after reaching the age of distinction. They 

should be separated from  sleeping with one another 

as the Prophet, peace be upon him , used to 

com m and this.71

Based on what has preceded we know the dangers of 

mixing the sexes regardless of the circumstances 

w hether at hom e or outside. Allah M ost High says:

»  ~  \ I 9 '  \ >' is  '  • *7 1st f "
j * S -  I j J w d e

   ̂ ,, i s 3 j  ̂ , 4 *
{̂TV L̂ -La I JlP 1x̂ *0 ^

Related by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim .
' 1 In a na rra tio n  th a t was related by A hm ad  and  A boo D aaw ud.
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fO ye who believe! enter not houses other than 
your own, until ye have asked permission and 
saluted those in them .f

Therefore we consider those who bring wom en from 

abroad here and allow them  to mix with their 

children or those who bring m en from abroad and 

they mix with their wom en, they have exposed 

themselves and their families to the greatest forms of 

danger. They place all o f society at risk due to this 

negligence and cause them  to fall into the 

prostitution that the Prophet, peace be upon him , 

said:

Cj j j J  AakJl V

(ad-Dayooth, (the one w ho allows his w om en to go 

outside uncovered) will n o t enter paradise.)7’

The one who allows his w om en to go out uncovered 

(ad-Dayooth) is one who is pleased with his family’s 

involvement with indecency. It is som ething 

expected with this type of negligence. Due to this

' 2 A n-N oor: 27
Related by an-N isaa’ee, al-Bazzaar, and  al-Haakim  w ho 

au then tica ted  it.
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Muslim brother, we suggest you keep away from  this 

issue. Just as we suggest (you rem em ber) Allah the 

Glorified is a watcher over everything and fear the 

day of standing before Him , a day your daughter and 

sister will stand before Allah, the day o f resurrection, 

where they will be held to account (for w hat they

{The Day whereon neither wealth nor sons will 
avail, But only he (willprosper) that brings to Allah 
a sound heart.f4

And understand His statem ent, the Glorified:

did):

^  ^ Al d .*1

'4 A sh-Shu’araa: 88-89
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fO ye that believe! betray not the trust o f  Allah and 
the Messenger, nor misappropriate knowingly 
things entrusted to you.f5

W henever you are compelled to employ a maid then 

do not hire her unless she is a M uslim and her 

husband accompanies her. Ensure that they both 

have a separate place that is isolated from your 

hom e. You m ust choose a maid who is older in age 

and pious.

As for the foreign male drivers then  we suggest you 

rely on yourself or one o f your older sons. W henever 

you are compelled to get a driver then  you m ust 

accompany them  or have one of the male relative 

escorts accompany them  and be careful no t to trust 

them . The issue is no t easy but do no t allow them  
into your hom e while you are away.

My Muslim brother, he careful o f these female non- 

M uslim educators who you have entrusted your 

children to, perhaps they may educate your sons 

upon a path that is no t upright.

15 Al-Anfaal: 27
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My Muslim brother, it is n o t permissible for you to 

shake hands with a w om an you are no t m arried to. It 

is no t permissible to look at w om en you are no t an 

escort for. Allah has ordered you to lower your gaze 

w hether it be m en or wom en just as it is no t 

permissible for the M uslim wom an to uncover her 

face or any part of the body in front of foreign m en. 

My M uslim sister, beware o f the dangers of at- 

Tabarruj and displaying your beauty to non-relative 

males. Beware o f always going out w ithout any need 

as Allah the M ost High says:

{And stay quietly in your houses.}
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Chapter Nine: The Descriptions of the 

Women of Paradise and the Description of 

the Women of the He Ilf ire

Sister in Islam, we are saying this specifically for you 

since you represent a portion of society and educate 

the o ther half, and because the enemies o f Islam 

have focused on  you; desiring (your) elim ination and 

division, all in the nam e of freedom.

Sister in Islam, I will show you the descriptions of 

the wom en o f paradise and the descriptions of the 

wom en of the hellfire. You can choose the path (you 
w ant to follow). The M ost High says:
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{Then be not soft in speech, lest he in whose heart 
is a disease (of hypocrisy, or evil desire for adultery) 
should be moved with desire, but speak in an 
honorable manner. A n d  stay in your houses, and  
do not display yourselves like that o f  the times o f  
ignorance, and perform As-Salat (Iqamat-as-Salat), 
and give Zakat and obey Allah and His 
Messenger, f 6

{Then be not soft in speech...) m eans to observe 

piety and that the M uslim  w om an should keep her 

voice low in front of m en tha t she is no t related to. 

She should no t smile in front of them  or joke with 

them  as it will cause m en to be moved with desire. 

{And stay in your houses...} Rem ain w ithin your 

hom es, sisters. The w om an should stay in her hom e 

as it is better for her. Do no t move about with the 

m en or constantly go ou t of the hom e unless there is 

a need. W hen  you go out because of a need then  go 

out modestly. A t-Tabarruj77 is to  display som ething of

76 Al-Ahzaab: 32-33
'' T .N . N ote: T he d e fin itio n  o f the w ord at-Tabarruj is 

m en tioned  by th e  au th o r o f  Lisaan-ul-‘Arab (3 /3 3 ) as th e  display 

o f  a w om an’s beauty, th e  uncovering  o f  her face and  th e  

attractive qualities o f  her body in  fro n t o f  m en  in add ition  to 

everything th a t arouses th e ir  desires, and  s tru ttin g  w hile
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beauty such as a part o f the body or decorated 

clothing. Exposing the arms from  the over-garment is 

a form of at-Tabarruj. Exposing some of the feet, 

neck, hair, or detailed portion  of clothing 

underneath  is also a form  of at-Tabarruj such as the 

pants or the inner transparent clothes. Likewise, gold 

and perfum e and all o ther decorations (displayed) in 

front o f non-related m en is a form  of at-Tabarruj.

As for the w om en of the hellfire then  the Messenger 

o f Allah, peace be upon him , described them  in a 

prophetic narration:

C L lL aII A a  U  illfs  J  C j i l j A X  d l l j j l c .  C  i ' u . i I S  c l i i U  J

(...women clothed yet naked, m isguided while 
leading others astray, their heads were like the 

hum ps of the long necked camels leaning to one 

side. They will n o t enter paradise nor will they smell 

its fragrance.)

observing a type o f  walk w hich is done  exclusively for anyone 

besides her husband .
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T he phrase Kaasiyaat (C lothed women),

j C ‘Aaariyaat (Naked women) m eans that they 

wear clothes b u t they are no t covered properly or 

that they are devoid o f modesty. The phrase C&jC 

Maailaat (misguided) Mumeelaat (while leading

others astray) means deviant from  the straight path 

(of Islam) and modesty and that they are infected 
with sick hearts. The phrase d 

Ru’oosuhunna K a’Asnimat-il-Bukht means they do their 

hair like the hum ps o f the long necked camels.

Sister in Islam, we have showed you a picture of the 

descriptions o f the w om en of paradise and a picture 

of the w om en o f hellfire so choose any o f the two 

paths.

Sister in Islam, have a set lim it for your educational 

studies and do no t ignore marriage over it. By 

forsaking it you may becom e a widow of the future 

(an unm arried  woman). Do no t im itate the dress, 

m anners, and customs of the non-M uslims and do 

not take them  as an example. May Allah protect you 

from the evil of your enemies, who lurk for you, and 

may blessings be upon  M uham m ad.
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Chapter Ten: Save yourselves and your 

families from the Hellfire

All praise is for Allah who com m ands justice and 

goodness, and w ho prohibits indecency, sin, 

lewdness, and disobedience. I bear witness that there 

is no th ing  worthy of w orship except for Allah alone 

and tha t He has no partner, the O ne to  whom  

everything is subject to. A nd 1 bear witness that 

M uham m ad is His servant and His messenger, the 

one who said:

<JJC-J ( jc -  ( J j j j - K l  J  £ - l j

(All of you are a shepherd over your flock and all of 

you will be asked about your flock.)78

May the peace and blessings o f Allah be upon his 

family, and com panions. To proceed: People, fear 

Allah and obey Him . Do good deeds as you will find 

them  on the day when it will be displayed before 

you. Servants of Allah, the M ost High says:

78 A greed upon .
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'  f t , * * A A '  ■* f ' f ’ > - „ '  . I* '
La$fpj U ^ ««.q‘>I 1̂ 3 Ie ĵidJI L^Lj

v   ̂ A * s “Z AA s- ^  ^ J  ̂ A  ̂ -9 ̂  ^  v
ail [_'j '-*■»j Si .il-tA Js ’̂ Lp a^LlL LjLIp ojL>ti-l_j ^uLUl

t , ’ ,  < , , r . ,
4 O  ^-V*-^ ^  0 > ^ j  p-*/*1 L*

fO ye who believe! Save yourselves and your 
families from a Fire whose fuel is Men and Stones, 
over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) 
severe, who flinch not (from executing) the 
Commands they receive from Allah, but do 
(precisely) what they are commanded.fg

Servants o f Allah, this noble verse requires the head 

o f every family to be m indful and easy on his family, 

in his m anners with them , and in the education and 

upbringing o f his daughters and wives, and anyone 

else he has authority over. The m an of the house 

guides his family to w hat will improve them .

He prevents their destruction and protects them  and 

him self from the to rm en t o f the fire; we seek refuge 

in Allah from it. T he statem ent o f the M ost High,

79 A t-Tahreem : 6
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{Save yourselves/  is in the form of a com m and 

which indicates that it is an obligatory act. So 

whoever com m ands his family and guides them  to 

what is good and steers them  to obey Allah the 

Glorified, while forbidding them  from disobeying 

Allah, then he has fulfilled this obligatory act that 

Allah the G lorified, the M ost High has com m anded 

him  with. He will find his reward in greater need of 

being rewarded by Allah.

W hoever neglects his family, no t enjoining the good 

or forbidding the evil, allowing them  to do as they 

please, willingly or negligently, then  he has 

abandoned the fulfillm ent of this obligatory act. He 

has exposed him self and his family to the 

pun ishm ent of the hellfire, the prom ised to rm ent for 

the one who does no t act in accordance with what 
this noble verse necessitates. W e would then 

understand the obligation of com m anding the family 

to do good deeds and forbidding them  from evil 

deeds contained w ithin this noble verse. The 

Messenger, may the peace and blessing of Allah be 
upon him, said:

111 J  m ^  * UaA j \ j C ]  1 J a I  S ' Q'''

djvCUo l ** A j; d S c-Gu j  ‘
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J  J  ^ J a J I  lT i -s .  ill A a'ujI^ (j^ lu jc . j

j  0<J±kJLA ĴA Jj] jjl

(There were two types o f people from  the inhabitants 

of the Hellfire that I had never seen before. The first 

was a group o f people with whips like the tails of 

cows in which they struck the people with. The 

second were w om en clothed yet naked, m isguided 

while leading others astray, their heads were like the 

hum ps of the long necked camels leaning to one 

side. They will no t enter paradise nor will they smell 

its fragrance. If they would have smelled it the 

presence of its distance would be like this and like 

this.)80

W e will now deal with the words contained w ithin 

this narration concerning the second category. The 

m eaning of the word “Kaasiyaat" is tha t they wear 

clothes bu t they are naked at the same tim e, which 

means that what they are wearing isn’t sufficient 

enough. Either because it is see-through, not 

properly covering, or it is tight and shows the upper 

and lower parts o f the body or either because she 

wears it in a way tha t doesn’t cover her properly.

80 Related by M uslim .
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T he m eaning of “Maailaat” is ‘those who deviate 

from obedience’. The m eaning of “Mumeelaat” is 

‘they steer the hearts of m en toward tem ptation’. 

The Prophet of Allah, may the peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon him, has inform ed us, and he doesn’t 

speak from  his own desires, that these types of 

wom en will be in the hellfire and will no t smell the 

fragrance of Paradise.

T he previous noble verse addresses the believers to 

save themselves and their families from the fire. So 

w hat is it that will make this group o f wom en enter 

the hellfire as it was stated in the narration? Their 

guardians were negligent and left them  on their own 

(without guidance). He says (O you who believe} 
which proves that this com m and describes the 

characteristics o f the believers even if one detested 

this noble characteristic and exposed him self and his 

family to the fire, we seek refuge with Allah from  it, 

this is what has been revealed in the noble verse.

As for the narration  previously m entioned, if we 

discussed the reality in light o f our wom en (in 

today’s times) then  our discussion will becom e too 

lengthy. W e find that (most of w hat is found w ithin 

this narration) applies to them  except for the one

91
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whom  Allah has guided. However, we will discuss 

one o f their characteristics that they do customarily 

or stylishly.

It is present am ongst the teenage girls and those who 

speak for the youth am ongst them  who have no 

modesty, except for the one whom  Allah has guided, 

where they take a head covering and wrap it around 

their head. This dear M uslims is a very bad and 

reprehensible habit which is unacceptable to the 

believer religiously, m odestly or intelligently. It is 

done from  lack o f having any o f these characteristics. 

If one practices this custom  (of being clothed yet 

naked as found in the narration), she is covered bu t 

the garm ent she wears still makes her appear naked. 

T hat is because the presence o f this garm ent is like it 

is no t really on her, the adornm ents of her clothes 

are plainly visible and it shows everyone the shape of 

her body.

Servant of Allah, Allah the G lorified, the M ost High 

addressed the m others o f the believers, the pure and 

free from every bad trait and from the best 

generation o f m en and wom en, as indicated by what 

has been revealed where the M ost High said to  them :
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4 C g J l /3j * j^aJL ; Sii ^

(If ye do fear (Allah), be not too complaisant o f  
speech, lest one in whose heart is a disease should 
be moved with desire, f

Meaning: d o n ’t speak to m en with a soft and low 

voice because it will entice the im m oral and lewd 

men to be invited to com m it obscenity. Therefore, 

this speech (directed to the m others o f the believers), 

O  servants o f Allah, positively perfected the w om en 

o f this nation. Regarding the generations it is the 

best o f them . The causes o f imm oral acts were fewer 

than  in any o ther century. So w hat is the opinion of 

a wom an in this day and age if she wore clothes that 

were adorned and raised her outer garm ent halfway 
and pulled on both sides of it and passed through 

men or mixed with them  in the marketplaces? If it’s 

one who has a sickness in his heart when he sees her 

he will be enticed by her and consider her his object 

o f desire. She is the one who caused sin for herself 

and for her guardian, the one responsible for her in 

front o f Allah on the Day o f Judgm ent. He d id n ’t

s| Al-Ahzaab: 32
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protect her or him self from the hellfire which was 

m entioned in the previous noble verse.

Therefore fear Allah, servants of Allah, and m aintain 

and protect the wom en. Included in the m eaning of 

this phrase is education, advice, adherence, etc. The 

wom an, w hether she is intelligent or educated, needs 

the care and guardianship of a m an and for him  to 

look after her with regards to enjoining the good and 

forbidding the evil. If the believing w om an was 

directed towards and knew the tru th  she would strive 

never to leave it. If she only knew that the Prophet, 

may the peace and blessings o f Allah be upon him , 

called lustfully looking at a w om an one is no t 

m arried to a form  o f adultery. He said:

(The son of Adam  has his portion  o f adultery that he 

will com m it already w ritten down for him . There will 

be no escape from  it. A nd the adultery o f the eyes is 

the lustful look.)82

82 A greed upon  by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim .
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If she understood that, if she fits the characteristics 

that are m entioned (in the previous narration) and 

she still goes to the marketplace (dressed 

inappropriately), then she (m ust also understand 

that) she is the primary cause for this type of adultery 

(the adultery of the eyes) to occur. T hat is because 

she teased the m en into looking at the beauty that 

she left exposed. If she understood all of this, then  

she would leave off this habit and seek forgiveness 

from  Allah, from  the tim e o f leaving her house to go 

to the marketplace until the tim e she returns. How 

many times does this type o f adultery happen? W e 

ask Allah to  guide us all, m en and women, and show 

us the real tru th  and enable us to follow it, and to 

expose falsehood and enable us to stay away from  it. 

Fear Allah O  servant of Allah, follow the things you 

were com m anded to do and stay away from  the 

things that you were warned against.

fO  mankind! do your duty to your Lord, and fear 
(the coming of) a Day when no father can avail
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aught for his son, nor a son avail aught for his 
father. Verily, the promise o f  Allah is true: let not 
then this present life deceive you, nor let the Chief 
Deceiver deceive you about Allah, / 3

May Allah make us and you successful towards what 

He loves and what pleases Him , and keep us from 

what He hates and prohibits. May He bless you and 

me concerning the mighty Q uran . A nd may He 

benefit us and you with the verses and wise 

rem inders. 1 end this speech and ask Allah to  forgive 

you and me. Seek his forgiveness from him  verily He 

is the Forgiver, the Merciful.

L uqm aan: 33
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Chapter Eleven: The Ruling on shaking 

hands with women who are not related to 

you

M uslim brother, be devoted to your religion and 

your female relatives concerning what has been 

requested o f you (by your Lord). M uslim sister, by 

abstaining from what has been prohibited for you 

and by adhering to w hat has been com m anded of 

you, you will please your Lord. Before you are several 

authentic narrations that will clarify the ruling o f the 

prohibition  o f an evil custom  that many ignorant 

people are involved in which is hand  shaking 

between m en and women. After these narratives, I 

relayed the text o f a legal ruling given by al-‘Allaamah, 

al-'Aalim, our Shaykh ‘Abdul-1 Azeez bin ‘Abdillah bin 

Baaz, president o f the A dm inistration for 

Knowledge-based research, Legal Rulings, Missionary 
work, and Guidance.

The Narrations:

One - The noble female com panion, A m eenah b in t 

Raqeeqah said that when her and her friend went to 

give allegiance to the M essenger o f Allah, peace be
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upon  him, they went to shake his hand, saying, “O 

M essenger of Allah, we have come to give allegiance 

to you.” He said:

j  ol̂ )xU ulj® jiU-at V

(1 do not shake hands w ith wom en, instead my 

statem ent of acceptance for one hund red  wom en is 

like my statem ent o f acceptance for one wom an.)84

A nd it has come in o ther chains o f narrations that 

they said, “O  M essenger of Allah, you do no t shake 

hands with us?” A nd his response was the same.

Two -  ‘Aaishah b in t as-Sideeq, may Allah be pleased 

with them  both, said, “I swear by Allah tha t his, 

peace he upon him , hand  never touched the hand  of 

a wom an during the allegiance. They would only give 

allegiance by his acceptance in word, ‘I have accepted 

your allegiance by w hat you have stated.’”85

84 Related by M aalik in al-Muwattaa, at-T irm idhee, an-N isaa’ee, 
and its chain  o f  transm ission  is au then tic .
84 Related by al-Bukhaaree in his Saheeh.
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Three -  A nd ‘A bdullah bin ‘Am r, may Allah be 

pleased with them  both  said, “He did no t take the 

allegiance of the w om en by shaking their hands.”86

Four -  A nd he, peace be upon him, said:

V  o t i_ y u u  ( j i  ( j ^  j j i .  j j j k .  (j a  k i r k - t t j  ( j d  J  ^  ( j » d a j  j j U

(I would rather be stabbed in the head with a needle 

o f iron than  to touch a w om an that is no t 

permissible for me.)8'

The Text of the Question and the Shaykh s Legal 
Rulings88

Q uestion '. It has become quite popular with us today 

when a m an has been away from his country and 

then  returns that the wom en from his group will 

come to him  and greet him  and kiss him. This is also

^’Related by A hm ad  and  it was deem ed good by as-Suyootee 
and al-Haytham ee.
87 A l-M undhiree said in  his book at-Targheeb wa at-Tarheeb th a t 
it was related by at-Tabaraanee and  al-Bayhaqee and  the 
narra to rs of al-Bayhaqee are all trustw orthy.
88 In th e  magazine o f the  Islamic U niversity, 2nJ E dition  o f 
Shawwaal 1390 A .H . It is th e  tw elfth question  pg. 49.
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done during the two Eeed celebrations of Eeed-ul-Fitr 

and Eeed-ul-Adhhaa. Is this permissible?

Answer. It is known with the divinely legislated 

evidences derived from  the Book and the Sunnah 

that a w om an is no t supposed to shake hands or kiss 

m en she is n o t related to; w hether this occurs during 

celebrations, upon the arrival from  a journey, or any 

o ther reason. T hat is because the w om an is a display 

o f beauty and tem ptation. She is no t to touch a man 

that is no t her male relative. T ha t can be her 

paternal male cousin or a d istant relative (that is 

permissible for her to marry). She should no t kiss 

them  and they should n o t kiss her.

W e do no t know of any difference o f opinion 

am ongst the people o f knowledge, may Allah have 

mercy upon  them , concerning the p rohib ition  o f this 

issue or its rejection since it is from  the causes of 
tem ptations and the m eans that Allah prohibited 

from  leading to indecency and custom s that oppose 
the Islamic legislation. The M uslims are not 

perm itted to continue doing this and certainly not 

perm itted to affiliate themselves with it. Rather, they 

m ust refrain from doing it and fight it. They m ust be 

grateful to Allah for blessing them  with the
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knowledge o f His decree and He will grant them  

success in leaving off what He hates. Allah the 

Glorified sent the Messengers, peace be upon them , 

and at the head o f them  their leader and seal, our 

Prophet M uham m ad, peace be upon him , to call the 

people to the oneness o f Allah, to  obey His 

com m ands, and to  abandon His prohibitions while 

battling evil customs. It is obligatory to leave it and it 

is sufficient enough for them  to just convey the 

salutations o f peace, w ithout touching or kissing. 

W hat Allah has legislated and allowed is m ore 

prom ising than what He has prohibited and dislikes. 

Likewise the greetings should be done while covered 

especially around teenage girls since uncovering the 

face is no t permissible due to the great beauty 

displayed that Allah has prohibited from  being 

shown. The M ost High says:
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{...and not display their beauty except to their 
husbands, their fathers, their husbands' fathers...f9

A nd the M ost High says:

j I yb L j l l L *  ^jAj ^ j J L 4 

^  c <  «  j ,  ^  '

{And when ye ask (his ladies) for anything ye want 
ask them from before a screen: that makes for 
greater purity for your hearts and for theirs. J**

And the M ost High says:

#  j !  iA J'i ^

^  ^  ^  ^  y  v  -*• ^  ^ j

4  C i i-5  ̂ J  I J  j j S - C -  AJJI ^  • j  U j

',l> An-Noor: 31
1,0 Al-Ahzaah: 53
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(O Prophet! tell thy wives and daughters, and the 
believing women, that they should cast their outer 
garments over their persons (when abroad): that is 
most convenient, that they should be known (as 
such) and not molested. A n d  Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful.f'

A nd He says:

(Such elderly women as are past the prospect o f  
marriage, there is no blame on them if  they lay 
aside their (outer) garments, provided they make 
not a wanton display o f their beauty: but it  is best

41 Al-Ahzaab: 59
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for them to be modest: and Allah is One Who sees 
and knows all things./2

The elderly w om en are called al-Qawaa’id in this 

verse. Allah the G lorious explains tha t there is no 

harm  if they pull their cover from their faces and the 

like if they are no t done up with make-up, jewelry, 

henna, etc. Covering and wearing the head cover is 

better for them  since it keeps away tem ptation. As 

for them  having on make-up, jewelry, henna, etc 

then  they should no t lay aside their garm ents instead 

they should wear the head cover and cover up, even 

if they are elderly. It is know n that the teenage girls 

m ust be covered in front o f the m en regardless of the 

circumstances, w hether they are done up or not. 

T hat is because the tem ptation from them  is far 

greater and the danger o f them  being uncovered is 

m ore immense. So if He has forbidden them  from 

showing off their hair then  the prohib ition  of 

touching and kissing is m ore deserving (to be left 

off). T ouching and kissing are m ore serious than  

showing off the hair, bo th  have results and effects 

that are sinful. It is obligatory to  leave all o f that, to 

warn from  it, and to advise one another to abandon

42 A n-N oor: 60
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it. May Allah grant success to all in what He is 

pleased with as well as safety from the causes of His 

anger. Indeed He is generous and noble. A nd that 

which I advise all o f you is to fear Allah, the 

Glorified and protect your practice of the religion. 

The m ost im portant and greatest is to protect the 

observance of the five prayers at their proper times 

and to perform  them  with hum ility and tranquility. 

T hen  m en should rush to perform  it with the 

congregation in the mosques, the places where the 

call to  prayer is m ade and the nam e of Allah is 

m entioned, as He the Glorified says:

i(AO!

(Guard strictly your (habit of) prayers, especially 
the Middle Prayer; and stand before Allah in a 
devout (frame o f mind).J>i

And the M ost High says:

g’ A l-Baqarah: 218
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[ j  ̂ ŷ 4-^’13 ®ij^JI * t t *j l^ajT I I j  ^

4  ®  o y S 3

/So  establish regular Prayer and give regular 
Charity; and obey the Messenger•; that ye may 
receive mercy, f 4

A nd from the im portan t issues is the issue of 

enjoining the good and forbidding the evil, 

cooperating on piety and righteousness, advising one 

another with the tru th  and with patience, all o f  this 

is the m annerism s of the believing m en and women. 

Their descriptions are just as Allah has explained in 

His statem ent:

^ j

0 jlyaJ 1  ̂ ^sLcaJ I Oj-fl - >J L;

44 An-Noor: 56
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{The Believers, men and women, are protectors, 
one o f another: they enjoin what is just, and forbid 
what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practice 
regular charity, and obey Allah and His Messenger. 
On them will Allah pour His Mercy: for Allah is 
Exalted in power, W ise./5

I ask Allah, the Mighty and Majestic to grant us and 

all o f you success to w hat He is pleased with, and 

that He guide us to His straight path. Indeed He is 

All-Hearing, the O ne who is near. Peace be upon 

you, and the mercy and blessings o f Allah.

Your bro ther Faalih bin Naafi’ al-Ma’dee

s At-Tawbah: 71
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Chapter Twelve: The Prohibition of 

Women displaying their beauty and 

Intermingling with Men and the Issue 

surrounding al'Hijaat? 6

Muslims brothers and sisters, you should realize that 

the greatest of sins and the m ost harm ful of 

tribulations occurring today is what is done by many 

wom en who go ou t o f their hom es, causing 

seduction and being the victims o f seduction, going 

ou t displaying their beauty, jewelry, being perfum ed, 

uncovered, displaying their attractiveness, and 

mixing with m en. They displease Allah and inflict 

His anger and the descent of His punishm ent. Allah, 

the Mighty and Majestic says:

Q<' W ritten  by: ash-Shaykh ‘A bdur-R ahm aan  al-H am m aad al- 

‘U m ar
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{And stay in your houses, and do not display 
yourselves like that o f  the times o f ignorance.)

A nd the Glorified and M ost High says:

Issues the Muslim W oman Should Concern Herself W ith

{That they should not display their beauty and 
ornamen ts...f 7

A nd the Prophet, peace be upon him, said:

(There were two types o f people from the inhabitants 

o f the Hellfire that I had never seen before. The first 

was a group o f people with whips like the tails of 

cows in which they struck the people with. The 

second were w om en clothed yet naked, misguided 

while leading others astray, their heads were like the 

hum ps of the long necked camels leaning to one

An-Noor: 30
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side. They will no t enter paradise nor will they smell 

its fragrance. If they would have smelled it the 

presence of its distance would be like this and like 

this.)98

His statem ent, “I had never seen before” means 

during his lifetime. This narration  is from  his 

miracles as this has occurred exactly as he, peace be 

upon him, stated it would. Today you find the 

wom en covered bu t because o f their short skirts they 

are naked from their body parts that are showing. 

You find the w om en covered, they have clothes on 

bu t their head covering is see through and doesn’t 

cover them , so they are naked because their body 

parts are showing from  behind  their clothes (and 

head covering). She appears to be naked. But 

perhaps the m ost far reaching tem ptation  is tight 

clothes tha t show the w om an’s entire shape and her 

attractiveness. It is the m ost popular type o f clothes 

used by prostitutes, the W estern non-M uslim  
women, and others who im itate them  from  those 

wom en who ascribe themselves to Islam.

The m eaning o f the word Mumeelaat here

means they expose others to their wrong deeds. A nd

% Related by M uslim .
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it is said that Maailaat are w om en who style

their hair in this m anner which is the style o f the 

prostitutes. A nd the Mumeelaat are the ones

who style others hair in the same m anner as it is the 

case for many wom en today who do the hair o f their 

head above the top or front part. W e seek refuge in 

Allah from the evil o f tribulations that have 

appeared and those that still haven’t manifested.

So fear Allah wom an, you who openly displays your 

beauty in front o f the people. Fear Allah, you who 

goes out to the m arkets uncovered. Fear Allah, you 

who mixes with men, checking them  out and letting 

them  check you out. Fear Allah wom an, if you 

believe in Allah and in standing before Him, 

knowing that these actions are prohibited for you to 

do. Fear Allah, you who ride alone with a driver or 

goes to a male doctor or anyone else w ithout having 

one o f your male relative escorts with you. Fear 

Allah, you who goes ou t uncovered, wearing no head 

cover, indeed uncovered hair causes tem ptation  and 

evil. It opposes the com m and of Allah and His 

Messenger, peace be upon him. Fear Allah M uslim 

woman, repent to Him  if you are doing any of these 

sinful deeds. By Allah, His pun ishm ent is severe. 

Fear Allah, you who expose w om en and stare at
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them  lustfully. This is prohibited  and is a sin. It is 

no t permissible. Allah M ost High says:

{Say to the believing men that they should lower 
their gaze and guard their modesty: that will make 
for greater purity for them: and Allah is well 
acquainted with all that they d o ./9

Fear Allah, you who leave your wom en and 

daughters upon one o f the many conditions that 

have been m entioned in addition to others that 

Allah has prohibited. Make them  cover (their 

bodies), observe the proper head covering, preserve 

their modesty, and rem ain in their hom es. Save 

yourselves and your family from  the fire whose fuel is 

m en and stones. You are the responsible shepherds 

over your flocks and with Allah is success.

w A n-Noor: 30
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Chapter Thirteen: From the Rulings on 

Menstruation, Continuous Vaginal 

Bleeding, and Post-Natal Bleeding

From Saalih bin A hm ad al-Khuraysee to our 

brothers, the Imams of the m osques who will read 

this, may Allah grant us and all o f you success to the 

path o f righteousness and guidance. May He keep us 

and you from  the path o f sin and destruction. May 

the peace, mercy, and blessings of Allah be upon 

you. To proceed:

This is a suitable tim e to bring to a tten tion  and 

rem ind all o f you of some of w hat Allah the 

Glorified has obligated us and all o f you with, from 

the religious obligations and Islamic duties and 

rights of faith. A nd because this is a general 

gathering set up for both  the m en and the women. 

This is the arrival of a blessed m onth  in which Allah 

makes (life) a race course for those who will com pete 

(in doing good deeds) and it is a magnificent tim e of 

the year for the world. The M ost High says, and He 

is the m ost tru thful o f those who speak:
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{But teach (thy Message): for teaching benefits the 
Believers./00

It is imperative that every Imam, that is responsible 

for runn ing  a m osque, benefit his congregation of 

m en and wom en and direct them  to righteousness 

and well being for bo th  their livelihood and for their 

hereafter. Indeed this is cooperation on piety and 

God-consciousness as well as helping one ano ther to 

observe tru th  and patience. From the m ost 

im portan t issues and obligations is the observance of 

the five prayers. The Imam  m ust encourage (its 

perform ance) and com m and (the men) to observe it 

in congregation. He goes ou t to visit those who fail 

to pray in congregation. T he Imam is responsible for 

this so it is incum bent tha t he conveys w hat he is 

able to (about the prayer) and explains its great virtue 
and everything else affiliated with prayer. He 

explains its pillars, its obligations and its conditions. 

He explains the necessary parts o f ablution, its 

conditions and its nullifiers. T hen  he explains the

100 A dh-D haariyaat: 55
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alms and its status in the divine legislation and that 

it is one of the pillars of Islam and its fundam entals. 

T hen  he explains what he is able to concerning 

fasting and that the fast in the m onth  of Ram adan is 

one o f the pillars o f Islam. He explains the 

obligations, what is recom m ended, and the things 

that the fasting person is forbidden from doing, 

along with striving with one’s ability to do w hat is 

disliked (while fasting).

Likewise he should encourage his congregation to 

hasten in doing good deeds and to be m indful of 

tim e before it passes because it is a tim e that Allah 

has designated above any o ther time. The good in 

this tim e is w orth one thousand good deeds, and the 

actions in it are doubled.

Focus should also be placed on issues specific to 

women, issues such as m enstruation, abnorm al 

bleeding, and post natal bleeding. (She should know) 

the difference between (these three things) and what 

is considered valid m enstrual bleeding when its 

norm al routine is interrupted. So if the woman's 

cycle is abnorm al she knows by using good 

judgm ent, at times the blood is black, thick and 

having a bad odor and at times it is red, th in  and
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odorless. So if there is a tim e tha t her m enstruation 

is black, thick and smells and tha t is no t its norm al 

condition then it is know n as al-Istihaadhah. Al- 

Istihaadhah is the flow of blood tha t appears from its 

usual tim e. If the blood comes to her in this m anner, 

then  she performs the regular acts o f worship such as 

fasting, prayer, reading Q uran , etc. She isn't exempt 

(from worship). If her cycle is broken and it's no t 

distinct she is to sit for her menses six or seven days 

every m onth, then  she resumes praying and fasting.

As for the m enstruating wom an, then  there are 

rulings for her (to know): From  these rulings is if she 

gets her menses once the tim e o f prayer enters, she 

makes up this prayer tim e w hen she completes her 

m enstruation.

From these rulings (of m enstruation for her to 

understand) is if her m enstruation is over before the 

sun sets then  she prays adh-Dhuhr (the noon  prayer) 

and al-Asr (the afternoon prayer) and if her 

m enstruation is over before the tim e o f al-Fajr 

(m orning prayer) then  she prays al-Maghrib (sunset
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prayer) and al-‘Ishaa (night prayer)101. If her 

m enstruation is over before sunrise then she only 

prays al-Fajr.

From these rulings (of m enstruation for her to 

understand) is if her m enstruation is over before the 

coming o f al-Fajr then she eats a light breakfast 

known as (as-Suhoor) and makes the in ten tion  to fast. 

If she doesn’t bathe until after the rising o f the sun 

then  her fast is still valid.

From these rulings (of m enstruation for her to 

understand) is if she feels the flow of blood before 

the setting of the sun she completes the day even if 

the blood doesn’t flow after its setting.102 A nd

101 Shaykh M uham m ad  as-Saalih a l-'U thaym een says in his 
treatise ad-Dimaa at-Tabee’ah li-Nisaa (N atural Blood o f  the 
W om en), page 24, 2nd E dition , “T he  correct stance is th a t it is 
n o t obligatory to r her unless she is aware o f  the tim e w hich is 
only al-'Asr and  th e  later part o f  al-'lshaa based o n  th e  sta tem en t 
o f  the P rophet, peace be up o n  him : (W hoever catches the last 
Rak’ah o f  al-'Asr before th e  setting  o f the sun , has caught al-'Asr.)
102 Shaykh Ibn ‘U thaym een  says in  th e  previous source, page 28, 
“If she feels th e  flow o f  m enstrua tion  before th e  setting  o f  the 
sun  b u t n o th ing  com es dow n until after the setting  o f  the sun 
th en  her fast is com plete and  n o t invalidated according to  the 
correct stance. T h a t is because th e  b lood  th a t is in th e  upper 
part o f  her has no  ru ling  applied  to  it and  because the P rophet, 
peace be upon  h im , o rdered  to  ba the  w ith th e  expulsion o f
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included in these rulings is tha t if her m enstruation 

is over at its norm al tim e and she fasted then  the 

blood returned, her fast is still valid and it is no t 

required for her to make it up. For example, if her 

norm al m enstruation is for eight days b u t she only 

sees blood for four days, then  she sees it completely 

clean on the fifth or sixth day then  she m ust fast 

these two days. If the blood returns to her on the 

seventh and eighth day it doesn't affect her, her fast 

on the fifth and sixth day is valid. However the 

com plete state of cleanliness is (verified) by her 

checking for whiteness tha t she sees if she were to 

pu t cotton in the area (of m enstruation) and it 

doesn't change (color).

As for the w om an who has post partum  bleeding, 

then  it depends on  w hen she saw the blood. Did she 

see it after the delivery, the day before, or was it two 

days with marks o f blood? Therefore she leaves off all 

acts of w orship and anything before the delivery is 

deem ed as an-Nifaas (post partum  bleeding) if there 

were any signs such as severe pain, etc. W hen  she 

purifies herself ten days, m ore or less after the birth , 

she m ust no t purify herself or perform  acts of

sem inal fluid n o t due to  its flow, so therefo re  m enstrua tion  
takes the sam e ru ling .”
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worship such as fasting, prayer, or anything else. She 

doesn’t have to make them  back up. If the blood 

returns to her w ithin forty days then  it’s still deem ed 

as post partum  bleeding and she leaves off worship. 

As for her fast before the post-partum  bleeding, then  

it is valid. She doesn’t have to make it up. If the 

blood returns after forty days and it coincides with 

the norm al m enstrual cycle then  it is considered 

m enstruation. If it doesn’t coincide with the norm al 

m enstrual cycle then  it is bad blood, she prays and 

fast and she doesn’t have to make it up.

The bath  taken after m enstruation and post partum  

bleeding is obligatory upon every w om an if the 

bleeding was in terrupted  suddenly and it coincides 

with the tim e of prayer. As for the wom an 

experiencing abnorm al bleeding then  the ruling 

concerning her condition has been explained 

previously. However she m ust perform  ablution for 

every prayer and it is recom m ended for her to bathe 

for every prayer. It is permissible for her to com bine 

two prayers by delaying adh-Dhuhr and praying al-'Asr 

early, and com bine and delay al-Maghrib and pray al- 

‘Ishaa early. She is com bining her prayers due to 
hardship.
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If the blood increases then  she is to plug up that area 

(of bleeding) during the tim e o f prayer and she can 

pray. If blood is apparent then  she doesn't pay 

atten tion  to it based on  the statem ent o f the 

Prophet, peace be upon  him:

11 Jic . fjdl jLS j )  j

(...Even if blood were to drop  on the m at (that the 

wom an is praying on).)IOi

A nd her prayer is considered valid. Likewise the 

w om an who is pregnant and sees blood then her 

ruling is like the ruling o f the wom an who 

experiences abnorm al bleeding when it comes to acts 

o f worship; she fasts and prays and she doesn’t have 

to make it u p .104 T he w om an that is pregnant with a 

fetus at its earliest stage, if she is sure that she d idn 't 

abort it then  she continues perform ing acts of 

worship. However, if anything comes down and it is

101 R elated by A hm ad  and  Ibn M aajah.
104 Shaykh Ibn ‘U thaym een  says in th e  sam e book  o n  page 15, 
“T be correct stance is th a t flowing b lood  o f  a p regnan t w om an 
is m en strua tion  as long as there  is no  reason th a t alters its 
considera tion  as m en stru a tio n  b lood . T o  th is effect, th ere  is 
n o th ing  in the Book or Sunnah th a t indicates th a t a p regnan t 
w om an may n o t have m enstrua tion ."
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evident that it is the fetus then  her ruling is the 

ruling of the w om an who is experiencing post 

partum  bleeding. She leaves off all acts o f worship, 

and if it wasn't the fetus then  her ruling is that o f a 

wom an experiencing abnorm al bleeding, she fasts, 

prays and performs acts o f worship.

It is necessary for all m en and women to fear Allah 

the Mighty and G lorious, privately and publicly, and 

for them  to be chaste and to lower their gaze. Indeed 

adultery o f the eyes starts with the look, as it is 

relayed in the prophetic narration. The look is a 

poisonous arrow from the arrows of Iblees.

Just as it is obligatory for the wom en no t to display 

their beauty such as their clothes underneath  and the 

like, except to those m entioned in the noble verse 

contained w ithin the statem ent o f the M ost High:

{...Except to their husbands or their fathers..,}'C5

105 An-Noor: 31
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A nd everyone else included in this verse. As for her 

showing off the attractive clothing underneath  her 

garm ent in the m arkets along with displaying her 

rings and o ther jewelry while going ou t perfum ed, 

then  this is impermissible. It is considered an act of 

publicly displaying beauty that was practiced in the 

days of Ignorance, before the advent o f Islam. This is 

a practice that Allah the G lorified and M ost High 

prohibited and found fault with contained w ithin 

the com m andm ent of His great Book. A nd if the 

w om an goes out perfum ed in this condition (of 

exposing herself) then  this is an even greater sin as it 

relayed in the prophetic narration:

(W hen the w om an goes ou t perfum ed she is

This means that she engages in the sin o f adultery. 

Now if goes ou t w ithout perm ission of her husband 

then  it is an even greater sin based on the prophetic 

narration:

10f' R elated by A boo D aaw ud and  at-T irm idhee w ho said th a t it 
was Hasan Saheeh (A good and  au th en tic  narration).

adulterous.)106
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(W hen the wom an goes out w ithout her husband’s

The wom an cannot get any closer to Allah than  

staying in her hom e like in the prophetic narration:

(The w om an is 'Am ah, so keep her in the hom e. 

Indeed the wom an, w hen she goes ou t of her house

A wom an doesn’t seek the pleasure of Allah like 

when she sits in her house and worships her Lord 
and obeys her husband. ‘Ali, may Allah be pleased 

with him, said to his wife, may Allah be pleased with 

her, “Faatimah, w hat is the best thing a w om an can 

do?” She said, “T hat she doesn’t see m en, and that 

m en do no t see her.”100 A nd he said, may Allah be 

pleased with him , “Are you no t shy or jealous to

107 Related by at-Tabaraanee.
I0H Im am  adh-D hahabee m en tio n ed  it in al-Kabaair, page 170. 
I0Q Im am  adh-D hahabee m en tio n ed  it in al-Kabaair, page 170.

perm ission, the angels curse her until she returns.)107

Shaytaan accompanies her.)108
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allow your wife to go ou t am ongst m en, her looking 

at them  and them  looking at her?” So it is befitting 

for the wom an who fears Allah the Mighty and 

G lorious to strive in obeying Allah and His 

M essenger and her husband. T hat she seeks His 

pleasure and strives for it as in the narration:

I j l s  1 ' d lC -U a i  j  life J g  j  tfl . .m-C ( . ' \ \ \ ^ %  I j l

CjfUi s_iljjI

(If a wom an prays the five daily prayers, fasts in 

Ramadhaan, and obeys her husband, then  she can 

enter paradise from  any door she wants.)

Therefore it is b inding on  the husbands to take 

control of their w om en and com m and them  no t to 

go ou t improperly covered because the husband is a 

shepherd over the m em bers o f his hom e and he will 

be asked about his flock.

If the w om an is com m anded to obey her husband 

and to seek his pleasure then  the husband is also 

com m anded to be good to her and to be generous 

with her and grant her, her rights such as money, 

clothes, and living with them  in kindness based on 

the statem ent o f the M ost High:
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{Live with them on a footing o f kindness and 
equity.f10

And based on the statem ent o f the Prophet, peace he 

upon him:

J  m \ A j U o L  j A  ^ T '  ' A  l A  : V -  ( j l j C .  f l j u l U l j  1 j  .

<uil A l»Kj (j£ ^.jji

(Treat your wom en kindly for they are in your care, 

you took them  as a trust from  Allah and they were 

made permissible for you by the word o f A llah ...)" '

It is a duty o f the wife, that when her husband calls 

her that she responds to him  even if she was sitting 
atop o f the camel’s hum p. If she does not go to him  

and he spends the night angry with her then  the 

angels curse her until she wakes u p ." :A nd it has 

been relayed from the Prophet, peace be upon him, 

that he said in a serm on on the Eeed prayer:

110 A n-N isaa’a: 19
111 Related by Ibn M aajah and  at-T irm idhee w ho said it was a 
na rra tio n  th a t was good and  au then tic .
112 As it is found  in the n a rra tion  relayed by al-Bukhaaree, 
M uslim , and  others.
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j  u - d a a .  j l  j   ̂ f G i i l l  j a - x  a  U

(Assembly o f women! Give charity even if it is from 

your jewelry, for m ost of you will be firewood for the 

hellfire.)

A wom an stood up and asked, “W hy Messenger of 

Allah?” He said:

j l i a l l  J j i &  j  U & A \ j j &

(Because you constantly com plain and are ungrateful 

to your husbands.)

A nd in another narration:

dJlS lljjj d J j  (jAlj&l (_ylc. diVm-d j l  ijsdll (jjiiii j
Ja3 1 jd*. iiTba duljG

(And you constantly curse your husband’s even if 

they are good to you all of the tim e and you see 

anything objectionable you say, “I have never seen 

any good in h im .”) 'n

111 Related by M uslim  and  o thers.
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It is a duty for all o f the m en and w om en to repent 

to Allah from these acts and others. Allah associates 

success, happiness, and victory together in His 

statem ent:

t ^  J  9 0 J,

{Say to the believing men that they should lower 
their gaze and guard their m odesty./14

U p to His statem ent:

{...And say to the believing women that they should 
lower their gaze and guard their modesty.}

T hen He ends the verse saying:

114 A n-N oor: 30
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{...And O  ye Believers! Repent towards Allah, that 
ye may attain B liss./1’

But the issue of sincere and pure repentance derives 

from  three conditions: the first is to be regretful of 

what has been done, the second is abstinence from  

the bad deeds that the person com m itted, the th ird  

is firm resolve no t to com m it the sin again. This is 

the repentance that was m entioned in the previous 

verse. The one who repents in this m anner is like 

one who did not com m it any sin and he obtains 

happiness and success in this life and in the 

hereafter. As for the one who repents w ith his 

tongue but persists upon sin and continues with acts 

of sins that anger Allah, then  this type o f repentance 

is no t useful or beneficial. Therefore it is obligatory 

for you M uslim brothers to convey this advice to 

your congregations and repeat it and add whatever 

good can be contribu ted  to it so that the real in ten t 

is conveyed. This is the way of the Messengers and

A n-N oor: 31
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those who followed them . A nd you know the gain 

and reward that results from  that, as the Prophet, 

peace be upon him , said to ‘Ali, may Allah be 

pleased with him:

(j-o dll la^.1 j  dL aill LgSbi ^  J®

(By Allah, tha t one person is guided because o f you is 

better for you than  (possessing) the red camels.)116

T he causes of good and evil found here are not 

restricted to this article alone, this is just a position 

of enlightenm ent. The sensible intellectual suffices 

with less than  that while the question at hand falls 

upon everyone. Every Imam is responsible before 

Allah for his congregation. So fear Allah and 
consider the (proper) response for the question (that 

you will be questioned for) and the correct stance for 

the response. Allah is the responsible one, the one 

who we hope will respond (to our request) that He 

bless us and all of you with the acceptance (of our 

fasts and good deeds) in this blessed m onth . And 

that He makes us and you from  those who win the 

prize o f the noble Lord which no o ther prizes can be

ll<’ Related by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim .

1 2 9



SIj a I) ^  blbaS

Issues the M uslim  W om an Should  C oncern H erself W ith

com pared to. Indeed He is noble and generous. A nd 

may the prayers o f Allah be upon M uham m ad, his 

family, and com panions and peace.
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Chapter Fourteen: Regarding the Rulings 

where Women obtain half of what Men are 

given in Perspective

One -  Inheritance, the M ost High says:

{Allah (thus) directs you as regards your children's 
(inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to that o f  
two females./1'

Two -  Blood money, the reparation of the free 

Muslim wom an is half of the blood money of the 

free Muslim m an. Ibn M undhir and Ibn ‘AbdihBarr 

said that the people o f knowledge are unanim ous 

that the blood money of the wom an is half that of 
the m an .118

Three -  The 'Aqeeqah Cerem ony, which is to 

slaughter two goats upon the b irth  o f a boy and one

11' A n-N isaa’a: 11
lls Related by at-T irm idhee and he au then tica ted  it.
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goat on the b irth  o f a girl. It has been narrated by 

‘Aaishah, may Allah be pleased with her, that she 

said that the Prophet, peace be upon him , ordered 

them  to  slaughter two goats o f the same kind for a 

boy and one for a g irl."9 The m eaning o f ‘being of 

the same k ind ’ here means the age o f the anim al so 

that they are o f equal m easure w hen distributed after 

slaughtering.

Four -  In giving Testim ony, Allah the M ost High 

says:

{And get two witnesses, out o f  your own men, and 
i f  there are not two men, then a man and two 
women, such as ye choose, for witnesses, so that i f  
one o f  them errs, the other can remind h er ./20

1 w In al-Mughnee and  ash-Sharh al-Kabeer (10 /131 ).
120 Al-Baqarah: 282
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Five -  Em ancipation, which is to free a slave and 

wipe his debt clean. It has been authentically 

reported from  Aboo Hurayrah, may Allah be pleased 

with him, tha t he said tha t the M essenger of Allah, 

peace be upon  him  said:

j ■ ia C . A l i i  Ja jJ ju jl 1 .-.A l ^ a l  i  '̂ j a \ U a jt

ĵa <1A

(Any Muslim who frees a Muslim slave will have 

Allah save every part of his body from  the hellfire.)121

A nd from  Aboo U m aam ah, may Allah be pleased 

with him , that the Prophet, peace be upon him , said:

j l j l l  ĵa A ii l i is  I j j I S  ( j j d a l ■ 1 ̂  e h 1 ^ b ad  J

(Any M uslim who frees two female M uslim slaves 

will be freed from the hellfire.)122

Six -  Inheritance is a gift pu t in place for the benefit 

of the children. W hat has been legislated is that the 

male receives the portion of two females.

121 It is agreed upon .
122 Related by at-T irm idhee and  he  au then tica ted  it.
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Seven -  Prayer, the w om an is absolved o f praying on 

the days o f m enstruation. The m ost according to 

some scholars is fifteen days which is half a m onth . 

The correct view is that there is no set lim it to 

indicate the days where m enstruation can be less or 

when it can be more. This has been the choice of 

Shaykh-ul-Islaam, Ibn Taymiyyah and a group of 

scholars.121

12 Reference Ibn R ajab’s al-Qawaaid, 322, princip le  148.
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Chapter Fifteen: Critiquing Equality of the 

Sexes in Light of Islam124

A m ongst us today are many people who believe that 

wom en and m en are equal. They believe that what is 

obligatory for w om en is obligatory for m en and what 

is imposed upon wom en is imposed upon  m en. They 

believe that when it comes to the divine rulings that 

there is no difference between the two types since 

wom en are the sister relatives of m en. A nd they 

d o n ’t stop there, they begin supporting this view 

until they fanatically side with it, putting  down the 

opin ion  of whoever opposes them  from  the people 

o f Islam as if the people do no t understand the 

com m ands of Islam. N ot one ruling from the divine 

rulings reaches their ears. So the Islamic religion is 

one way and those who ascribe to (equality of the 
sexes) are another. There is no doubt that this 

op in ion  is a filthy one, far from the proven evidences 

o f the Book and the Sunnah. Just listen to the 

evidences from the Book and the Sunnah concerning 

some o f the distinct differences between m en and

1-4 From  the ar-Rasaail al-Hassaan fee Nasaaih-il-Ikhwaan by ash- 
Shaykh 'A bdullah  b in  M uham m ad  b in  H am eed, may A llah 
have mercy up o n  him , pg. 20-22.
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wom en and the com parison o f the first type over the 

second.

One -  Allah the M ost High says:

■*  ̂  ̂t -> » * '  £ - s -9 * '  *

{Men are the protectors and maintainers o f  women, 
because Allah has given the one more (strength) 
than the other, and because they support them 
from their means, f 2"

This verse clearly indicates that the m an is 

responsible for m aintain ing the w om an and in 

protecting and taking care o f her. The m an has a 

strong frame of m ind, his own com plete and natural 

characteristics. He possesses a strong m ind, the 

soundness of his perception concerning the basics of 

issues and their purposes, in addition  to his ability to 

earn and spend on everything. Therefore m en are 

responsible for spending on the wom en and in

A n-N isaa’a: 14
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establishing the leadership of the hom e while the 

wom an is to m aintain her natural position which is 

pregnancy, childbirth, and in raising the children. 

She is honorable concerning her flock and content, 

no t worried about her m aintenance or the 

m aintenance of her children.

Two -  Allah the M ost High says:

fLleJl k* |t>

is

i  0  d—

{Marry women o f your choice, two, or three, or 
four, f  26

This verse clarifies that Allah, the Glorified, the 
M ost High has allowed the m an to take four wives 

w hen he knows w ithin him self that he can be just 

am ongst them . It is no t permissible for the wom an 

to marry m ore than  one m an because this will mix 

the lineages and cause many troubles. The wom an 

cannot fulfill the desires of many m en all at once as 

well as no t being able to m aintain order in the

126 A n-N isaa’a: 3
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hom es and direct the families. Therefore, how after 

all o f this has been pointed ou t can it be said that 

wom en are equal to men?

Three -  Allah the M ost High says:

(Allah (thus) directs you as regards your children's 
(inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to that o f  
two females./2'

And His statem ent:

(If there are brothers and sisters, (they share), the 
male having twice the share o f the f e m a l e '

i : ‘ A n-N isaa’a: 11 
l;s A n-N isaa’a: 176
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These two verses clarify that the male is left an 

inheritance equal to  two females from am ongst his 

sisters. The wisdom behind  that, and Allah knows 

best, is that there will be a tim e when the m an will 

marry and he will have children and need to spend 

on them  and his wife. It will be requested o f him  at 

times to have visitors in his hom e (to be guest to and 

to serve). It is the opposite for the female. There will 

be a tim e when she will be paired with a suitable 

m an who will marry her and m aintain her affairs, 

spending on food, drink, clothes, and a place to live 

for her and her children. She w on’t spend one 

Halalah129 from her own wealth, one w ouldn’t dream  

of making her hom e his haven (at her exclusion) 

since that incites suspicions and causes doubts and 

uncertainties, so how can it be said that w om en are 

equal to m en under these circumstances?

Four -  Allah the M ost High says:

14 T .N : A Halalah is from  the currency o f  Saudi A rabia. O n e  
h u n d red  Halalah equals one  Saudi Riyal.
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„ >  » - * , , , , , ,  ̂ -

4 -2 p  Cr? J ? “j*  CX&~J

{And get two witnesses, out o f  your own men, and 
i f  there are not two men, then a man and two 
women, such as ye choose, for witnesses.}'10

This noble verse proves that w hen it comes to the 

witness testim ony and there are two m en to give 

testim ony then  it makes the transaction m ore 

complete, stronger, and m ore accurate. If only one 

m an is available then  the witness o f two wom en 

suffices in place o f the o ther male witness. This is 

due to the weakness o f the w om an’s m em ory and the 

incom pleteness of her preciseness. The m an is 

stronger intelligent wise than  the w om an as the verse 

indicates and just as the unbiased evidence supports 

him, bearing witness tha t he possesses deeply-rooted 

understanding. Many of the rulings do not accept 

the witness o f the w om en like the legal punishm ents, 

retributions, etc., so how can it be said tha t w om en 

are equal to men?

110 Al-Baqarah: 282
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Five -  A nd from the Sunnah, what has been relayed 

by al-Bukhaaree and others from the statem ent o f the 

Prophet, peace he upon him , in the narrative:

S-dl s-jaII jjjJ j  Ĵac. Cil (jA slulj Uo

‘c& 'M

(I have not seen anyone m ore deficient in 

intelligence and religion than  you. A cautious 

sensible m an could be led astray by some of you.)111

This is an explicit text regarding the deficiency o f the 

w om an’s intelligence and religion in com parison to 

the m an based on the stipulation that the one who 

prays a portion of one’s life is no t equal to the one 

who prays all of one’s life. A nd one who fasts the 

m onth  of Ram adan from  beginning to end is no t 

equal to the one who only fasts a portion  of it. Just 

as one is no t equal in giving the testim ony of a m an 

because of the completeness o f his intelligence and 

the strength of his accuracy as opposed to the one 

whose testim ony is half the testim ony (of a male) due 

to the weakness o f her intelligence and 

incom pleteness o f her accurateness. So whoever

1,1 Related by al-Bukhaaree.
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establishes equality between m an and wom an has 

harm ed Islam and traverses the path o f deviance.

Six -  A nd w hat was related by A hm ad, al-Bukhaaree, 

and others from the narration  o f Aboo Bakr, may 

Allah be pleased with him , regarding w hat destroyed 

the ruler of Persia, the Prophet, peace be upon him, 
said:

Ijlj Îsu [j] ; Jla ; 1 jlla 1 jlr- diallLjU ,ĵ >

(“W ho has the ruler o f Persia left to succeed him ?” 

They said, “His daughter.” He responded, peace be 

upon him, “Prosperity will never be obtained by a 

people who appoin t a w om an over their affairs.”)

This narration  stipulates tha t it is n o t permissible for 

a w om an to hold the position of rulership and that 

prosperity will be obliterated since the people 

appointed a w om an over themselves as a leader. 

W henever prosperity is void then  d isappointm ent 

and failure soon follow. Therefore it is clarified that 

this im portan t position is reserved for m en. The 

people o f knowledge have explicitly explained that it 

is no t permissible for the w om an to be appointed as
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a ruler and that she is no t to he a judge, an Imam in 

prayer, one who calls the m en to prayer, and no t a 

preacher of the Friday serm on. A nd due to this a 

poet once took this m eaning and wrote, “It is no t for 

the wom en to write, to lead prayers, and give the 

Friday serm ons. This is (reserved for us, men) and 

they have the right for us to spend the night with 

them  and to have relations with them .”

Seven -  W hat has been relayed by the two Shaykhs 

and others that the Prophet, peace be upon him, 

said:

J  V j  d  J -aG  < d ^ J  ^

(A m an does no t seclude him self with a wom an 

unless there is a male relative escort with her.)

This narration proves that it is prohibited for a m an 

to be alone with a w om an unless there is a male 

relative escort with her such as her husband or 

som eone else. As for the m an being alone with 

another m an, then  there is no fear of anything 

occurring. T hat is because there is no indication that 

the m eaning is on account o f the m an being inclined 

to ano ther m an as opposed to the wom an. The m an
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is no t safe from  (feeling for) her due to the strong 

needs (of desire that exists) from  both  as in the last 

narrative:

Logallj (jU a jilll (j) 3 si^yaLj <_1>J j j l ' - J  V

(A m an and a w om an do no t seclude themselves 

except that Shaytaan is the th ird  am ongst them .)n2

So how can it be said tha t there is equality between a 

m an and a woman? This is propaganda or doub t that 

the enemies o f Islam have established to the poin t 

that they become serious and their danger increases. 

Many whose hearts have been covered in darkness 

and who will no t smell the fragrance o f faith call to 

(these propaganda ideas and doubts), than  those who 

ascribe to the Islamic religion.

Eight -  W hat has been related by A hm ad, al- 

Bukhaaree, M uslim, and others tha t the Prophet, 

peace be upon  him , said:

Ajjq j i j  j  ? y (ji st^oU V

1,2 Related by A hm ad  and  at-T irm idhee, and  al-Haakim  
au then tica ted  it.
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(It is no t permissible for the wom an to fast while her 

husband is present unless by his permission.)

This means that it is n o t permissible for the wom an 

to fast voluntarily while her husband is hom e unless 

he allows her to. T ha t is because her fast is no t 

obligatory while her obedience to him  is obligatory 

for her. Therefore her fast will be considered as a 

crime com m itted ou t o f disobedience and with no 

reward.

Nine -  A nd it has come in the narration of 

M u’aadh, may Allah be pleased w ith him , tha t the 

M essenger of Allah, peace be upon him , said:

aA i a’.*-*) ajj

(The blood money of the wom an is half o f the blood 

money of the m an.)1”

A nd it is unanim ously agreed upon by the scholars. 

This clarifies the false statem ent previously 

m entioned of those who say that w om en are equal to 

m en concerning all o f the divine rulings. This is a

It was declared weak by al-Albaanee and  it has its evidences 
in w hich acting according to  it is a un an im o u s decision.

1 4 5



dl>*31 ULuafl

Issues the M uslim  W om an  Should  C oncern H erself W ith

vile allegation that opposes the Book and the Sunnah. 

Each of its corruptions is known within simple 

reasoning. The prophetic texts prove the differences 

between wom en and m en and that they are not 

equal. There are many such as the narration:

f r. v.ii j  ju .'jij

(Saying the Tasbeeh is for the m en and clapping is for 

the w om en.)1’4

A nd the narration:

> >  Udl j  flliull >>ul

(It is no t obligatory for the w om an to  shave her head 

bu t instead just to  cut a portion  o f it off.)1’5

A nd the narration:

j j )  : -C -.'i >1 ol>dl d . ( j l  1-̂ -1 l>oi d i£

1,4 Related by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim s as well as o thers.
1,1 Related by A boo D aaw ud an d  ad-D aarqu tnee  in the section 
on  Hajj and  'Umrah.
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(If I were to  com m and anyone to prostrate to 

another, I would com m and the w om en to  prostrate 

to her husband.)” 6

A nd the narration:

(Stay on the sides of the road.)n '

A nd the narration:

V ) j jU j j  V

(The wom an does not travel except with a male 

relative escort.)” 8

A nd the narration:

j  fLdll

1 16 Related by at-T irm idhee and  al-Albaanee said it was an 
au then tic  na rra tio n  based on  th e  evidences.
1,7 It was traced by A boo D aaw ud and  al-A rnaoot declared it 
weak.
1 ,s Related by al-Bukhaaree and  M uslim .
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(The best rows for the w om en are the last and the 

worst are the first rows.)1,9

A nd the narration:

(The Prayer o f a w om an in her hom e is better for her 

than  prayer with m e.)140

A nd the narration:

Asu î Vl Ac-Lâ . ^̂ 3 *]■ L ' j  t>- AjuaaJl

(The Friday prayer is a right and obligation upon 

every M uslim in the congregation except for four.)141

A nd he m entioned the wom an.

A nd the narration:

ftUi AjjLkJl ĵc. j  (jdUi ASjixJl

1 w R elated by M uslim .
140 Related by Im am  A hm ad, Ibn K huzaim ah, and  Ibn 
H ibbaan , bo th  in th e ir Saheeh.
141 R elated by A boo D aaw ud.
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(al'Aqeeqah142 is two sheep for a hoy and one for a

girl.)'4’

And the narration:

(jjc. Jalxj !_]'• ijjjtjidl jjc.

(Freeing two wom en is equivalent to the freedom  of 

one m ale.)'44

In addition to o ther texts that are countless. Is the 

wom an equal to the m an according to the 

explanation found w ithin the previous narrations or 

will these texts be despised145 while it is said, “W e 

live in the 20th century, we should go w ith the times? 

It is sufficient enough for us only to ascribe ourselves 

to Islam!” Yet its com m ands and prohibitions are 

rejected just as the callers of these schools of 

destruction are. May Allah prevent their evil and 

deliver Islam and the M uslims from  them . I ask

142 T .N : T his is the sacrifice o f  two goats o r lam bs for th e  b irth  
of a hoy or one  for th e  b irth  o f  a girl.
I4' Related by A hm ad, and  at-T irm idhee au then tica ted  it.
144 Related by at-T irm idhee w ho au then tica ted  it.
141 T .N : T he literal s ta tem en t of the Shaykh is, “O r will these 
texts be th row n upon  th e  edge o f  the wall” w hich is figurative. 
T his is why I chose to  translate  th e  text as “desp ised”.
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Allah to aide His m onotheistic religion, He is

sufficient for us and the best one to be entrusted.

May the peace and blessings o f Allah be upon

M uham m ad, his family, and his com panions.
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Chapter Sixteen: A  Summary concerning 

what the two Shaykhs Ibn Baaz and Ibn 

‘Uthaymeen wrote concerning the 

obligation of paying Alms on Jewelry

All praise is for Allah, and peace and blessings be 

upon rhe noblest of the messengers, our master 

M uham m ad, and upon his family and com panions. 

To proceed:

His em inence, ash-Shaykh ‘AbduL'Azeez bin ‘Abdillah 

bin Baaz has w ritten a brief treatise concerning the 

obligation o f paying alms on jewelry that was 

published in two editions, the 12th and the 11th from 

the magazine Raayat-ul-Islaam in the first year o f its 

printing in the year 1380 A.H. His em inence 

included the evidences from the Book and the 

Sunnah concerning the obligation of alms on gold 

and silver jewelry. Likewise a separate treatise was 

printed by ash-Shaykh M uham m ad Saalih al- 

‘Uthaym een concerning this topic in the year 1382 

A.H. He m entions what ash-Shaykh Bin Baaz 

m entioned using the general and specific evidences 

that prove the obligation o f paying alms on jewelry 

and added the evidences for those who do no t deem
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it was obligatory to  do so along with a response to 

that view.

I want to summarize in this treatise w hat the two 

Shaykhs wrote in order to enlighten the one who 

doubts the issue concerning this area o f in-depth 

study based solely on textual facts. The Book and the 

Sunnah poin t ou t clear evidence that it is obligatory 

to pay alms on w om en’s gold and silver jewelry. It 

doesn’t m atter if it is m eant to be worn or to  be 

ren ted 14*’. It doesn’t m atter if it is necklaces or 

bangles or rings or anything else similar that is 

fashioned from various types o f gold and silver. (It 

doesn’t m atter) if a certain am ount is reached each 

year, or if it is from one’s personal possession of gold 

or silver or one’s m erchandise that is sold, whatever 

is accomplished to reach this am ount. This 

statem ent is the m ost correct statem ent from the 

people of knowledge concerning this issue based on 

the evidence o f the Book and the Sunnah and the 

statem ents o f the com panions. From the evidences 

of the noble Q uran  is the statem ent o f Allah M ost 

High:

l4<' T .N: In som e M uslim  coun tries, jewelry is ren ted  o u t for 
w edding celebrations, etc.
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{And there are those who bury gold and silver and 
spend it  not in the Way o f  Allah: announce unto 
them a most grievous penalty. On the Day when 
heat will be produced out o f  that (wealth) in the 
fire o f  Hell, and with i t  will be branded their 
foreheads, their flanks, and their backs, "This is the 
(treasure) which ye buried for yourselves: taste ye, 
then, the (treasures) ye buried!"]14'

The m eaning of ‘burying treasures o f gold and silver’ 

is no t paying alms on w hat is obligatory to pay on 

both  (gold and silver) in addition to o ther rights 

(concerning the paym ent o f alms). The verse is

* } s > r,s '

147 At-Tawhah: 34-35
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broadly applied to all gold and silver com m odities 

that have no t been specified (in nam e and 

description). So whoever alleges tha t paying alms on 

jewelry is only optional based on the generalization 

of this verse, then  he m ust produce evidence (for this 

view). As for the Swnnah then  from  its evidences are 

the following:

O n e  -  W hat has been established in Saheeh M uslim 

from the M essenger o f Allah, peace be upon him , 

that he said:

Ijj Vj iĝ k \ g JA V j  ._lA Z - _ \̂a lb
( _ g ^ * g •> jU ^  Igjlc. j l j  {j* <1 AaUsII
o j I.Ha  j l £  (_yi A j C i l j r - 1  C jJ j j  I a 1£ s j ^ p a  j  A - iu ^  j  A j i b  l $ j

(If any owner (Saahib) of gold or silver does not pay 

what is due on him , on  the day of resurrection, 

would come, plates o f fire would be beaten ou t for 

him; these would then  be heated in the fire of hell 
and his sides, his forehead and his back would be 

cauterized with them . W henever these cool down, it
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is repeated during a day the extent of which would 

be fifty thousand years.)148

The one who wears gold and silver is the actual 

owner (Saahib) of the two possessions, there is no 

evidence to exclude it from this generalization. The 

due am ount on gold and silver is from  the greatest 

and m ost obligated right of alms. Therefore these 

two great texts from  the Book and the Sunnah 

include all types o f gold and silver, as well as o ther 

various types o f jewelry from  the specific evidences, 

prove the obligation o f alms on jewelry.

Tw o -  W hat has been related by at-Tirm idhee and 

Aboo Daawud, the wording belonging to ‘A m r bin 

S hu’ayb from his father who narrated from his 

grandfather that a w om an went to the M essenger of 

Allah, peace be upon  him. She had her daughter 

with her and on her hands were two thick bangles 

made of gold. He said to her, “Have you given alms 

on this?” She responded, “N o .” He said to her:

( j J j i  J y i  1 lag J ( j t

14h Related by M uslim  in th e  Book o f  A lm s u n d e r the chap ter 
“T he  Sin o f  one  w ho does n o t pay th e  Alms T ax”, narra ted  by 
A boo H urayrah, may A llah be pleased w ith him .
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(Does it please you that Allah will make them  two 
bangles of hellfire, for you on the Day of Judgment?)

T he narrator continued, “She then  removed them  

both  and tossed them  to the Prophet, peace be upon, 

saying, ‘Both are for Allah and His M essenger.’” It is 

said in Buloogh-ul-Maraam that its chain of 

conveyance is strong.

Three -  W hat was related by Aboo Daawud from 

‘A bdullah bin Shidaad bin al-Haad that the said, 

“W e entered into the precincts of ‘A aishah’s hom e, 

may Allah be pleased w ith her, and she told us that 

the Messenger o f Allah, peace be upon him , came in 

and saw that she had two th in  toe rings in her hands. 

He asked her, “W hat is this ‘Aaishah?” So she said, 

“I made them  to beautify myself for you M essenger 

of A llah.” He told her, “Did you pay the alms on it?” 

She said, “N o .” He said, “It is sufficient enough to 

protect you from  the fire.” It was said to  Sufyaan 

how she would pay alms and he said she would 

com bine it w ith o ther things (that she paid alms on) 

and this narration has been au thenticated  by al- 

Haakim.
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Four -  A nd what has been related by Aboo Daawud 

from  U m m  Salamah who said, “I was wearing jewelry 

made of gold so I asked him  if w hat I was wearing 

was considered hoarded wealth? He responded:

j i fL  (> jls  ^  j a  j

(W hatever reaches the specified am ount for you to 

pay alms then  pay it if n o t then it is no t considered 

hoarded wealth.)

This narration was authenticated by al-Haakim and 

adh-Dhahabee. Therefore in this narration  there are 

two glorious benefits, the first is that if the allotted 

am ount is n o t reached then  there is no alms to be 

paid. It is no t considered hoarded wealth tha t has a 

prom ised punishm ent for it. The second benefit is 

that every possession tha t is imperative to  pay alms 

on that is no t paid, is from  the hoarded wealth tha t a 

pun ishm ent is prom ised for. A nd in this is a th ird  

benefit and it is the purpose of m entioning which is 

that it is an evidence for the obligation of paying 

alms on jewelry.

So if it is stated tha t maybe this was at a tim e w hen 
wearing jewelry was prohibited as it is alleged by
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those who do no t hold it obligatory to pay alms on 

jewelry. T hen the response is tha t this is no t a sound 

view since the Prophet, peace be upon him , did no t 

p rohib it the wearing o f jewelry, rather he declared it 

permissible bu t w arned against no t paying alms. If 

wearing jewelry was prohibited  he would have 

ordered it to be removed and w arned o f wearing it.

If it is asked, what is the response to the evidence 

that has been used by the scholars who do no t deem 

that alms is given for jewelry and it is what has been 

related by Ibn al-Jawzee with a chain o f conveyance 

that has been looked in to  and narrated by Aaafiyah 

bin Ayyub from al-Layth bin Sa’d from  Aboo az- 

Zubayr from Jaabir, may Allah be pleased with him , 

that the Prophet, peace be upon him , said:

(There is no alms given on jewelry.)

It is relayed by al-Bayhaqee in his book Marifat-us- 

Sunaan wal-Aachaar.

The response of the scholars to  those scholars who 

held this opinion is based on  three views. The first
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view is that al-Bayhaqee said that the narrative is false 

and has no  basis, on the contrary it is relayed by 

Jaabir as being from  his statem ent and Aafiyyah bin 

Ayoob is unknow n.

The second view is tha t if we assumed the reliability 

of Aafiyyah as it was conveyed by Ibn Abee Haatim  

from Aboo Zur’ah then  it does no t contradict the 

narratives concerning the obligation of paying alms 

on jewelry nor can it be com pared to them  (the 

authentic narratives) due to their authenticity and 

due to the determ ination that it is weak.

The th ird  view is that if we assume that the narrative 

is comparable and equal to the authentic narratives 

and that they contradict this sole narrative then  

accepting the authentic narratives is more 

comprehensive and whatever is com prehensive is 

m ore befitting to follow. The previous verse and the 

four narrations clearly prove that it is obligatory to 

pay alms on jewelry m ade of gold and silver, even if it 

was made to be worn or to be rented. As for the 

statem ents of the com panions then  it has been 

related from ‘U m ar, Ibn M as’ood, Ibn ‘Abbaad, 

‘Aaishah, and ‘A bdullah bin ‘A m r bin ab'Aaas, may
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Allah be pleased with them  all, th a t they held the 

opin ion  that alms was due on jewelry.

If it is asked what is the response concerning the 

evidence used by those who do n o t hold it obligatory 

to pay alms on  jewelry transm itted  by al-Athram who 

said that he heard A hm ad bin H anbal say, “Five of 

the com panions were not o f the opin ion  tha t there 

was alms on jewelry, Anas bin Maalik, Jaabir, Ibn 

‘U m ar, ‘Aaishah, and Asmaa, may Allah be pleased 

with them .”

T he response is that some of them  relayed narratives 

that proved the obligation (of paying alms on 

jewelry). If we assumed that all o f them  held to one 

statem ent or that the latter statem ent from  them  is 

the statem ent in support o f no t paying alms on 

jewelry then  it would oppose the com panions who 

differed with them . So when there is a dispute 

am ongst them , then  it become obligatory to re tu rn  

to the Book and the Sunnah which bo th  prove that it 

is obligatory as was previously stipulated.

If it is asked w hat is the difference between jewelry 

that is owned and clothing tha t is owned w hen we
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m entioned the obligation o f alms concerning the 

first bu t no t the second?

So the answer is tha t the Legislator differentiated 

between both  whereas He obligated paym ent of alms 

on gold and silver w ithout exception, rather there 

are specific texts concerning this requirem ent on 

worn jewelry tha t is owned as previously m entioned. 

As for clothing then  it holds the same distinction of 

horses and dom estic servants, both  o f whom  the 

Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him , said:

V j  oJuC. ^Jc.

(There is no alms obligatory on the Muslim for his 

servant no t his horse.)

So if the clothes are to  wear then there is no 

payment o f alms due. But if it is to sell them , then  

payment o f alms is due.

If it is asked, is it correct to com pare (make Qiyaas 

on) jewelry that is owned and intended to be worn 

with clothing that is owned and intended to  be w orn 

like those who say that it is no t obligatory to pay 
alms on jewelry?
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The answer is it is no t correct to com pare them  both 

due to several views: the first is that this is reasoning 

by way of com parison in exchange for an authentic  

text. Every reasoning tha t is done by com parison 

(Qfyaas) in exchange for an authentic  text results in a 

mistaken com parison. The second view is tha t alms 

is no t obligatory on clothes to  begin with. The need 

for m aking Qiyaas (reasoning by com parison) is when 

the ruling concerning jewelry (specifically) is isolated 

however it is a part o f the obligation o f alms, 

w hether the jewelry is m ade to wear or used for any 

other reason. Just as the ruling on clothing is 

isolated, there is no alms paid on it, w hether it is 

made to be worn or for any o ther reason. This does 

no t disprove the obligation of paying alms on jewelry 

when it is m erchandise because the alms at tha t tim e 

is based on its value.

So if (personal) jewelry that is owned (and not for 

commercial purposes) is different than  (personal) 

clothing that is in tended to be w orn (and no t for 

commercial purposes), according to these divinely 

legislated rulings, then  how do we obligate or allow 

com bining jewelry with clothing concerning the 

ruling that the Prophet, peace be upon  him , set for 

voluntary charity?
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The response to this is that the issue concerning 

charity does not establish the obligation of paying 

alms nor does it negate it. O n  the contrary, it 

confirms the com m and to give charity even if taking 

from one’s everyday necessities as it is said, ‘Give in 

charity even if only a D irham  from your own w ealth’. 

Alms is no t obligatory on jewelry until it reaches a 

certain am ount, so the set am ount of gold is twenty 

D inar and the set am ount of silver is two hundred  

Dirham  and the am ount o f tha t in the currency of 

gold is currently eleven Saudi pounds and three- 

sevenths of a pound.

A nd the am ount of currency in silver is currently 

fifty six Saudi riyals. So whoever owns the am ount of 

gold and silver previously m entioned or owns cash or 

m erchandise that equals the am ount of gold and 

silver previously m entioned, then  it is obligatory for 

him  to pay when a whole year has passed, if it 

doesn’t m eet these requirem ent then  there is no 

alms paid.

Notice: The obligation concerning alms on gold, 

silver, and cash is a quarter of a ten th  m eaning 2.5%; 

likewise the ruling concerning alms on m erchandise 
is based on its value.
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W e ask Allah the M ost High to guide us to the 

straight path. A nd may the peace and blessings of 

Allah be upon our p rophet M uham m ad and upon  

his family and all of his com panions.
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