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INTRODUCTION: BELIEF IN THE UNSEEN

INTRODUCTION: BELIEF IN THE UNSEEN

All praises belong to Allah alone. And may the Salat and
Salaam of Allah be upon the one whom there is no Prophet
after him.

As to what follows: Verily, Allah, the Blessed and Exalted
has created all the worlds; the upper and lower worlds and
what is in-between; the knowledge of which is only known
to Allah, the Blessed and Exalted. Allah has made some of
these worlds hidden. No one knows their reality except for
Allah, the One who created them; and He is the Glorified
and the Exalted. Allah, the Exalted, commanded us, as His
servants, to believe in the Unseen which Allah stipulated as
an article of faith. But there has come concerning the affairs
of the Unseen, information from the Messenger of Allah,
peace be upon him.

Having faith in the Unseen is from the foremost attributes of
a righteous person as Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, clarifies
within His Great Book:

2 AP esgIo s o sEg T s T s AT e
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Who believe in the Unseen, establish prayer, and
spend out of what We have provided for them. !

1 Soorah Al Bagarah (2:3)
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Thus, Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has made belief in the
Unseen a solid foundation; because Allah, the Blessed and
Exalted, Himself is Unseen.

E_gm 4
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No vision can grasp Him, but His grasp is over all
vision 2

The eyes will not see Him in this world, but only the
believers will enjoy looking at His Face in paradise. As for
this world, then Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, is not
grasped by vision and eyes do not see Him. Thus, Allah, the
Blessed and Exalted, is Unseen and Allah has made His
paradise and His fire Unseen. The eyes do not see them in
this worldly life. Likewise, as it relates to the world of the
unique Angels and the world of the evil devils and the Jinn,
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, and made them from the
world of the Unseen which no one knows about except for
Him. He revealed some reports about the reality of these
worlds to our Prophet, peace be upon him.

Belief in the worlds of Jinn and devils is from the
foundations of faith. These affairs have been infiltrated with
delusions and fantasy. The reality is the Jinn are an
independent world separate from that of the humans and
the world of the Angels. There are some qualities which are
shared between humans and Jinn, such as the faculties of
intellect and perception, choice-making and responsibility.

2Soorah Al An’am (6:103)
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But the Jinn differ from humans in some respects; from the
most important of them is they differ in their substance of
creation. Humans have been given mandates and freewill to
do something or not. Likewise, the Jinn make the choice
whether to do something or not; and Allah will hold them
responsible. The Jinn know the path of good and evil, and
they have the faculties of intellect and perception. But the
substance of the Jinn's creation differs from the origin of
man’s creation.
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WHY ARE THEY CALLED JINN?

The linguistic origin of the word 'Jinn' in Arabic originally
means concealment because they were made hidden from our
sight. And insanity is called insanity because it covers the
intellect. The person who is Majnoon is called such because
his intellect is covered.

The Arabic equivalents of words like Jinn, fetus (Janin), armor
(Mijan), and insanity (Junoon) share one common linguistic
origin, which is concealment as they all cover something
underneath. '

For this reason, Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, said
regarding the Jinn and the devils:

,/’// ’),/ > a2 L7 //,‘..
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Indeed, he sees you, him and his tribe, from where
you cannot see them 3

Thus, they are with you. They see you but you are not able
to see them because they are hidden from your sight by
being obscured from your vision.

3 Soorah Al-'A’raf (7:27)
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THE CREATION OF THE JINN

As for the origin of the Jinn from which they were created,
we have been informed about this from our Lord, the
Blessed and Exalted, in His great Book. Allah, the All-
Mighty, says:

rggt € AL AT SR
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And the Jinn, We created aforetime from the
smokeless flame of fire. 4

And the Exalted said:

{© Lol o G G5 ¥

And He created the Jinn from the tip of the flame’s
fire. 5

The word Maarij, as it relates to the fire, is the tip of the
flame. When the fire is ignited, the portion of the flame at the
very top is called Maarij. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted,
created the Jinn from the tip of the flame. This is the origin
from which Allah created the Jinn, just as He created Adam
from dust.

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said:

4 Soorah Al Hijr (15:27)
5 Soorah Ar Rahman (55:15)



The Angels were created from light, and the Jinn
were created from smokeless fire, and Adam was
created from that which has been described to you. ¢

Thus, man was created from dust. As for the Jinn, their
creation is from smokeless fire. As for the Angels, they were
created from light as the Prophet, peace be upon him, has
informed us.

Allah created the Jinn before He created mankind. When
Allah created Adam and populated earth with his offspring,
the Jinn were already present. Allah, the Blessed and
Exalted, said concerning this:

)/ )/”/ /”’4/ ),1 e p,, /’/ ,1 /’// ’///

{@ 250

And indeed, We created man from sounding clay of
altered black smooth mud. And the Jinn, We created
aforetime from the smokeless flame of fire. 7

The Jinn were created before mankind. He said: “And the
Jinn, We created aforetime from the smokeless flame of fire.”
Thus, the verse states that Jinn were created before mankind.
Some of the scholars say the Jinn were present one thousand

6 Collected by Muslim (4/2294)
7 Soorah Al Hijr (15:26-27)
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years before humans; but there is no evidence in
determining this exact duration. And some of the people of
knowledge stated—as it is mentioned by ibn Jarir At
Tabari—when the people said: “How did Iblis® reach the
company of the Angels? What caused Iblis to be amongst the
Angels while his origin is from the Jinn and he is not from
the Angels?”

Thus, what allowed him to be amongst the Angels? Some of
the scholars say: “Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, placed the
Jinn upon the earth before humans, before Adam was
created. And the Jinn caused corruption upon the earth, and
they spread immorality. Thus, when they insolently defied
the commandment of their Lord, Allah, the Blessed and
Exalted, dispatched the Angels against them. The Angels
launched an attack against them; killing some of them, and
thus, the Jinn were defeated and banished. They were exiled
to the most distant islands of the earth. Consequently the
earth was cleansed from them.”

The scholars say Iblis was taken captive by the end of the
battle, and he was in the company of the Angels. He was
devoted to perform the same worship Angels do, and he
reached a high level in worship. But he ultimately came to be
from the miserable as pre-destined based on Allah's
foreseeable knowledge of what His creation will do. This is

8 Shaykh Uthaymeen stated: “There is no doubt that Iblis is the father of
the Jinn based upon the statement of Allah: “And He created the jinn
from a smokeless flame of fire,” and His statement concerning Iblis while
he was addressing Allah, the Exalted: ‘I am better than him, You created
me from fire and You created him from clay;” and the statement of the
Exalted: “Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as protectors
and helpers rather than Me while they are enemies to you.”
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despite the fact that the scholars say from his worship was
that he would not leave any space the size of an arm’s span
in the heavens or in the earth except that he would prostrate
to Allah in this place. But the statement of truth had
proceeded against him, hence, he is miserable, despairing;
meaning, he is dismayed and far away from having faith.

We ask Allah to make us firm upon the truth until we meet
Him.
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THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS AND
APPEARANCE OF THE JINN

THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS AND
APPEARANCE OF THE JINN

How is the nature of the Jinn?

The reality is we do not know their creation, their forms, or
their faculties, except what Allah, the Blessed and Exalted,
has informed us of. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has
informed us that the Jinn have hearts. Allah, the Blessed and
Exalted, said:

>
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And surely, We have created many of the Jinn and
mankind for Hell. They have hearts wherewith they
understand not, they have eyes wherewith they see
not, and they have ears wherewith they hear not (the
truth). They are like cattle, nay even more astray;
those! They are the heedless ones ?

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, stated that the Jinn have
hearts, eyes, and ears. Likewise, Allah, the Blessed and
Exalted, has informed us in the Great Quran that the devils
have voices. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, said:

9 Soorah Al ‘A’raf (7:179)
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And befool them gradually, those whom you can
among them, with your voice. 10

And it has been authenticated in some hadith that the devils
have tongues and saliva.
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It was narrated from Abu Saeed al-Khudri that the
Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be
upon him) prayed Morning Prayer and he [Abu
Saeed] was behind him. He recited and got confused
in his recitation. When the prayer was over, he said,
”If only you could have seen me and Iblis. I grabbed
him and kept on trying to strangle him until I felt the
coldness of his saliva on these two fingers, the thumb
and the one next to it. Were it not for the prayer of my

10 Soorah Al Isra (17:64)
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THE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS AND
APPEARANCE OF THE JINN

brother, Sulayman, he would have been tied to one of
the pillars of the mosque this morning, and the
children of Al-Madinah would have played with
him.” 11

The Prophet, peace be upon him, informed us: if it were not
for the supplication of his brother, Prophet Sulayman:

o o /€ 2 T =28 o -
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Bestow upon me a kingdom such as shall not belong
to any other after me. 12

(This supplication is referring to) when the devils were
subjugated to him.

He said: “Were it not for the supplication of my brother,
Sulayman, I would tie him to a pillar of the Masjid so the
youth could play with him.” “Him” refers to the Shaytan
who appeared to the friend of the Most Merciful,
Muhammad, peace be upon him.

Moreover, the Jinn drink, eat, laugh, and marry, as shall be
mentioned, Insha’Allah.

11 (Shaykh Rabee declared it Hassan)''Ye¢ Collected by Ahmad
12 Soorah Sad (38:35)
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CLASSIFICATION OF JINN AND THEIR
NAMES

What are the names of the Jinn and what are their various
classifications? Do their names vary based upon their
different classifications?

Ibn Abdul-Barr—may Allah have mercy upon him—
mentioned that the Jinn are upon varying levels.

The ordinary Jinn are referred to as Jinni.

If the intent are those Jinn who live with people —because
people have Jinn living with them; they live with us in our
homes. Those Jinn that live with us in our homes are
referred to as Aamir.

Those who appear to the children are called Arwah (spirits).

If they become evil and desire to harm humans, they are
called Shaytan (devils).

If the Shaytan increases in evil, they are called Marid.
If they become strong and vicious, they are called Ifrit.

The Prophet, peace be upon him, stated that the Jinn are of
three categories: a category that flies in the air; and a
category who are snakes and a category who are dogs
(meaning, they take the form of black dogs and the form of
snakes, specifically the house snakes). As for the snakes
outside of the houses, the Muslim is ordered to kill them,
even if they are in the sacred lands; the snakes found in the
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sacred land are to be killed. As for the snakes in your home
then do not kill it until you seek its permission three times.
This means you say to them: “It is not permissible for you (to
remain here); thus, if you are a believer, then I take an oath
with Allah upon you to leave. If not, you will be killed.” If it
appears after three days then kill it. And there will be no
blame upon you because it is not a believer, or it is not from
the Jinn who take the forms of snakes. The Prophet, peace be
upon him, said:
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The jinn are of three types: a type that has wings, and
they fly through the air; a type that looks like snakes
and dogs; and a type that stops for a rest then resumes
its journey.13

Meaning, the third type travels then they take up residence
descending from travel; taking up residence for a few days,
months, or years, and then they resume their journey after
that, as we have been informed by the Prophet, peace be
upon him.

13 Reported by al-Tahhaawi in Mushkil al-Athaar, 4/95, and by al-
Tabaraani in al-Kabeer, 22/214 Shaykh al-Albaani said in al-Mishkaat
(2/1206, no. 4148).
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AFFIRMING THE EXISTENCE OF THE JINN

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has informed us about the
existence of the Jinn. And the Muslims are unanimously
agreed upon the existence of the Jinn because Allah, the
Blessed and Exalted, has made this a tenet of the religion
which no Muslim has an excuse for not knowing. Allah sent
Muhammad, peace be upon him, to the humans and the
Jinn. These two species are religiously responsible to comply
with the legislation of the religion. All of the Prophets in
their legislations affirm the existence of the Jinn and no one
opposes this except the people of deviance and misguidance.
The Quran and the Sunnah affirm the existence of the Jinn.
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, said:

P
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Say, [O Muhammad], "It has been revealed to me that
a group of the Jinn listened...” 14

Therefore, the Quran affirms the existence of the Jinn. Allah,
the Exalted, said:
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And verily, there were men among mankind who
took shelter with the masculine among the Jinn, but

14 Soorah Al Jinn (72:1)
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they (Jinn) increased them (mankind) in sin and
disbelief 15

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, informed us about the
actions of the people during the pre-Islamic days of
ignorance. A man would travel and when he took rest in a
valley, he would say: “I seek refuge in the chief of the
inhabitants of this valley from the evil of the ignorant
amongst his people.” He would seek refuge in the leader of
the Jinn of that valley from the ignorant amongst his people.

Allah says: “..."there were men among mankind who took
shelter with the masculine among the Jinn..." This means
they would seek protection and refuge in the male Jinn so
they would protect them from the ignorant Jinn from
amongst their people. "But they (Jinn) increased them
(mankind) in sin and disbelief.” This protection only
intensified them in weakness and humiliation.

There are many texts in the Book and the Sunnah which
affirm the existence of the Jinn. And there have been
sightings of the Jinn. Many people during our era and before
our era have seen something like this. Many of those who
see and hear them do not know they are Jinn. They think
they are spirits or men of the Unseen, or a spacemen and the
likes. A tangible evidence of the existence of the Jinn; the
Prophet, peace be upon him, saw them, had a conversation
with them, taught them, and recited the Quran before them.
In addition, they requested from the Messenger, peace be
upon him, to give them provisions.

15 Soorah Al Jinn (72:6)
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They (the Jinn) asked him (the Prophet) about their
provision and he said: Every bone on which the name
of Allah is recited, is your provision. The time it will
fall in your hand, it would be covered with flesh, and
the dung of (the camels) is fodder for your animals.16

For this reason, the Messenger, peace be upon him,
prohibited us from using bones and camel dung to remove
the impurities after reliving ourselves. He said:

P
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Do not clean yourselves with these, because verily
these are food for your brothers from the Jinn.

It can be concluded from the previous discussion that the
Jinn have vehicles which they ride upon. And they have
animals which they use for transportation. The realm of the
Jinn is extremely vast. And perhaps, you are not able to
imagine it. One's ignorance of a thing does not necessarily
entail that it does not exist. Rather, it is not possible for your
absence of knowledge to be proof that this thing does not
exist.

16 Collected by Muslim 687.
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The simplest example during our present time: this space
which nothing is seen in, the airwaves; when we look into
this vast space, this space is severely crowded with waves
rippling to an extent only known to Allah. There are realms
and affairs such that the essence of which is not perceived
except by Allah, the One who created it. The proof of that
are these voices we speak with. These voices are present in
the airwaves; meaning, they are present in space.

If there was a device to send and a device to receive, and the
receiving device was at the farthest distance, like the
television and the radio; an example of this is the wireless
devices. A person may be speaking very far away while you
receive his various voice wave frequencies. His voice waves
float through the airwaves and you receive them. How does
that happen while the atmosphere in space is extremely
crowded? And perhaps, if the veil was removed from our
eyes, we would find that space is more crowded than the
earth we live on; if the knowledge of man has reached this
level, how about the ability of the All-Powerful Creator?
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DO ANIMALS SEE THE JINN?

Donkeys and dogs see the Jinn and this is not surprising. As
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, decreed that the longer man
lives on this earth and increases his knowledge and
understanding of worldly science, he affirms matters which
prove the truthfulness of what the Messenger, peace be upon
him, came with. And we as believers do not need to resort to
experiments for proving the Prophet's statement, but it is
necessary for repelling those who doubt. How is this?

We have a text collected in Bukhari and Muslim:
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When you hear the crowing of roosters, ask Allah for
His virtue for it has seen an Angel. And when you
hear the braying of a donkey then seek refuge in
Allah from Shaytan because it has seen Shaytan.1”

A person may say: “This does not make sense; what is this?”
And perhaps, he rejects the clear true hadith!® of the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and thus, he will be
destroyed.

17 Collected by Muslim 2729.
18, This hadith is agreed upon
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We respond to him —SubhanaAllah—do you not know that
modern day scientists, having reached the highest peak of
science known to man during this era, seek to predict the
occurrence of earthquakes by studying the behavior of
animals such as the donkeys, and the birds. If the earthquake
is imminent, these animals run very fast. And when the
crisis begins, their ears tilt and they hear it. They listen to
that which you are not able to hear. Rather, the present day
technology does not possess such precise accuracy to warn
from these things which Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has
placed in the heart of the earth such as earthquakes and
volcanoes. Likewise, some of the changes which occur are
used by some people to prove something will occur soon.
Therefore, Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has given the
animals the like of this ability for what the people used
today to know these things are close to occurring. Since this
is the case, how about when we have been given information
from the one who is infallible?

Something else; the bee, this creature which is a creation of
Allah the Blessed and Exalted can do something amazing. It
sees ultraviolet light, and this is something you are not able
to see with the naked eye. They utilize the most acute things
at precise angles with the inclination of the sun for piloting.
They call it dancing. We say the bees are free from such
frivolity. This is not dancing; rather, it is precise piloting.
When the scout bee comes out roaming, searching for nectar,
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, guides it to a garden that
contains flowers which have nectar; this is what the bee was
in search of; this is what the bee wanted. She goes out
exploring, in search of the place and then she returns to the



JINN | 23

hive, and the hive is very far away. She returns to the hive to
inform the worker bees of the location of the garden
containing the nectar. She stands at the opening of the hive
while making precise movements along with the angle of the
sun rays on the hive. This directs the other bees to the
location so they fly there impulsively as though they have a
map; rather, it is greater than a map in finding the location.
Who taught them this?! Allah, the Exalted, is the One who
taught them this.

Something else; the owl which spots the mouse in the
darkness of the night; how is this? The people today now
have night vision goggles, as it is well known. Allah, the
Blessed and Exalted, created this innate faculty in some of
His creation. Allah, the Exalted, placed this in the owl, so it
is a bird of the night. The mouse lives in rubbish and debris,
but despite this, the owl sees it moving at night; thus, it
comes and snatches it without any warning or indication.

Also, those who deny the existence of Shaytan allege: if the
Jinn are created from fire and every person has a companion
from the Jinn, why is the temperature not always above one
hundred degrees? The answer is very easy. Allah, the
Blessed and Exalted, has clarified to us in the Quran that He
began the creation of man from clay. But, are you clay now?
The beginning of man’s creation was from clay, and
likewise, the creation of the Jinn and Shaytan was from fire.
So man’s creation began from clay, but after that it continued
by reproduction as you are aware of. The Jinn’s creation
began from fire, but after that they reproduce and increase in
a way which is only known to Allah, the Blessed and
Exalted.
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IF SHAYTAN IS CREATED FROM FIRE, HOW WILL
HE BE PUNISHED IN THE FIRE?

IF SHAYTAN IS CREATED FROM FIRE, HOW
WILL HE BE PUNISHED IN THE FIRE?

There is another issue. A person may ask you: “If Shaytan is
created from fire then how will he be punished by the fire?”
This affair is very easy. You are created from clay, is this not
correct? Of course, you are created from clay. If we bring a
bowl of dirt and place water on it and then wait until it
becomes a dry mold of clay; then we roast the clay until it
becomes red brick. Is this clay or not? Then, if we go to the
head of the person denying the existence of the Jinn and we
say: “You are created from clay and this is from clay; would
this clay hurt you, or not? If I crush your head with this
mold made from clay, there is no doubt that this will harm
you.

Also, man is made from clay. If we dig a huge hole in the
ground and then place the person in the ground and throw
dirt over him, will he be punished with this dirt or not?
Rather, if we put this dirt in his mouth and nose, will he be
punished by this dirt or not?

Therefore, being aware of these affairs will increase our
certainty with Allah, the One who has created this creation;
and our certainty for our Prophet, peace be upon him, the
one who informed us with truthfulness from His Lord. And
it increases our faith in the great religion of Islam, that which
is wisdom and mercy.
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THE REALITY OF SHAYTAN AND
CLARIFYING THAT HE IS FROM THE JINN

The Jinn are an independent realm different from Angels.
They are a species in their own right, and they are from the
realm of the Unseen. From the Jinn are the devils. The
Shaytan, which Allah has mentioned to us concerning him a
great deal in the Quran, he is from the realm of the Jinn.

The word Shaytan in the Arabic language is applied to
everyone who fiercely rebels. As in the case when they
brought an animal for Umar, may Allah be pleased with
him. They said: “This animal you are riding does not befit a
prestigious person in your status being the Leader of the
Believers.” So they brought him a workhorse —and it was a
crossbreed —and it began to move violently. He said: “Get
me off of this and bring me my camel, for you have placed
me upon a Shaytan.”1?

Thus, every dissident from the humans or the animals is
called Shaytan. Accordingly, the word Shaytan is either
derived from the word which means “to burn” or it is
derived from the word which means “far away from good
and its destination is to burn.”

And Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has also called Shaytan
a Taghut (false deity).

19 Narrated from Zayd ibn Aslam from his father.
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THAT HE IS FROM THE JINN
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Those who believe fight in the cause of Allah, and
those who disbelieve fight in the cause of Taghut. So
fight against the allies of Satan. Indeed, the plot of
Satan is weak. 20

The origin of Shaytan is he is from the Jinn as Allah, the
Blessed and Exalted, has informed us. Allah says about
Shaytan:
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And (remember) when We said to the angels:
"Prostrate yourselves before Adam." And they
prostrated except Iblis, he refused and was proud and
was one of the disbelievers. 2!

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, makes an exception in this
verse; that Iblis was from the Angels. Thus, is this referring
to his origin? Was Iblis from the Angels? Allah, the Blessed
and Exalted, said:

And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate
yourselves before Adam." And they prostrated except Iblis

20 Soorah An Nisaa (4:76)
21 Soorah Al Baqgarah (2:34)
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Was Iblis from the Angels? Allah commanded the Angels to
prostrate to Adam; thus, they all prostrated except Iblis; he
did not prostate. Therefore, was Iblis an Angel? In reality, if
you said —for example —” All of the people left except for the
donkey,” does this mean the donkey is a person? ”All of the
people went away except for the dog.” Does this mean the
dog is a person, or from the people? The linguists define the
earlier form of exception as a kind in which the one
exempted from the general description is not necessarily
from the same species. This means when Allah, the Blessed
and Exalted, said:

And (remember) when We said to the angels: "Prostrate
yourselves before Adam." And they prostrated except Iblis.

Iblis was never an Angel, rather, he is a separate species. He
is from the Jinn as Allah, the Exalted, clarifies in His great
Book:
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And (remember) when We said to the angels;
"Prostrate to Adam." So they prostrated except Iblis.

He was one of the Jinn. He disobeyed the Command
of his Lord. 22

This text is clear in stating Iblis was from the Jinn.

22 Soorah Al Kahf (18:50)
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THE APPEARANCE OF SHAYTAN

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has given Shaytan a very
repulsive appearance. Allah, the All-Mighty, said in
describing the tree of Zagqum:
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Verily, it is a tree that springs out of the bottom of
Hell-fire. The sprouts of its fruit-stalks are like the
heads of devils. 23

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, desires to affirm the
repulsiveness of the sprouts which come from the tree of
Zaqqum. Allah brings an example which the people have
not seen by describing its sprouts like the heads of devils.
Has anyone seen the head of Shaytan?! But it is firmly
established in the minds of everyone that Shaytan is the
most repulsive of creation. Thus, it is sufficient for Allah, the
Blessed and Exalted, to say to you:

The sprouts of its fruit-stalks are like the heads of devils.

This is sufficient for you to know the sprouts are the most
hideous appearance to be seen and from the most hated
sights laid upon the eye.

2 Soorah As-Saffat (37:64-65)
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The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, informed us
that Shaytan has two horns. The Prophet, peace be upon
him, said:
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Do not intend to observe prayer at the time of the
rising of the sun nor at its setting, for it rises between
the horns of Shaytan.4

Meaning, the sun sets between the two horns of Shaytan,
and at this time, the disbelievers prostrate to it, instead of
prostrating to Allah, the Lord of all that exists. The Prophet,
peace be upon him, said:
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When the (upper) edge of the sun appears (in the
morning), do not perform a prayer till the sun appears
in full, and when the lower edge of the sun sets, do
not perform a prayer till it sets completely. And you

2 Collected by Muslim 828.
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should not seek to pray at sunrise or sunset for the
sun rises between two sides of the head of Shaytan.?

At this time, the devil worshippers and pagans prostrate to
it. And the Prophet, peace be upon him, clarified that the sun
rises and sets between the two horns of Shaytan. One can
conclude now that Shaytan has two horns as the Prophet,
peace be upon him, has informed us.

During the Middle Ages, the Christians portrayed Shaytan
in the image of a black man with a sharp pointed beard, and
raised eyebrows; his mouth spewing flames, with a long
tongue and horns; horned cloven feet like a donkey, with a
tail. They portrayed Shaytan in this image. The fact is; it is
deeply embedded in the hearts and minds of the people that
Shaytan has a repulsive appearance.

Al Jahidh?* mentioned that a woman went to a jeweler
requesting something from him but he did not know the
depiction of what she was trying to describe. She requested
he make her a golden sculpture. He said to her: “I do not
know the image you are trying to describe.” Meaning, the
image you would like me to make from gold, I do not know
what you are trying to describe to me. She said: “I will show
you an example.” Al Jahidh said: “She took the jeweler by
the hand until she reached me while I was sitting. She said:
‘Like this.” Then she left. I said to the man: “What was that
about?” He said: “This woman came to me so I could make

% Collected by Al Bukhari 3272.
26 AL-Jahiz was a famous literary scholar , philosopher and a follower of
the Mu'tazilah sect
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from gold an image of Shaytan for her. I said to her: ‘I have
not seen Shaytan.” She replied: ‘I will show you what
Shaytan looks like. So she brought me to you, and said:
‘Like this.”” This is because Al Jahidh's eyes would protrude
out, so some people described him like this. She said: “This
is what Shaytan looks like.”

It is imbedded in the minds of the people that Shaytan has a
repulsive appearance, and this is, in fact, the case. The
Prophet, peace be upon him, stated Shaytan has two horns
and the sun rises between his two horns.
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FOOD AND EATING HABITS OF THE JINN

The Jinn eat, drink, and reproduce. The Prophet, peace be
upon him, was with Abu Hurairah and he asked Abu
Hurairah to bring him some stones for him to clean himself
with after relieving himself. He said:

“Bring me some stones I can use to clean myself, but
do not bring me any bones or dung.” So I brought
him some stones, carrying them in the hem of my
garment, and placed them by his side, then I went
away. When he had finished, I came back and asked
him, “What is wrong with bones and dung?” He said:
“They are the food of the Jinn. The delegate of Jinn of
(the city of) Naseebin came to me-- and what good
Jinn they are! (The Prophet, peace be upon him,
commended them.) They asked me for food and I
prayed to Allah for them, so that they would not pass
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by bones or droppings, but they would find food on
them.”?7

Therefore, when you eat the meat upon these bones and then
you throw them away, if you mentioned Allah’s Name upon
the food, meat will return to the bones for the believing Jinn
to eat. As for the evil Jinn and the Shaytan, they eat what
Allah’s Name was not mentioned upon. They do not eat the
food in which Allah’s Name is mentioned upon; rather, they
only eat from the bones in which Allah’s Name was not
mentioned upon during the time of slaughtering and during
the time of eating.

As for the filthy dung and the droppings from the camels,
‘meat will be found on it to be fodder for their animals.
Therefore, the Jinn have animals and they eat and drink and
ride them; as the Prophet, peace be upon him, has informed
us:
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Do not perform Istinja (cleaning after reliving
oneself), with dung, nor with bones. For indeed it is
provision for your brothers among the Jinn.28

It is possible that this could cause harm. Consequently, the
Prophet, peace be upon him, prohibited cleaning oneself
with the food of the Jinn. So, if you harm him concerning his
food, perhaps, he may harm you. Meaning, if a person uses
these bones which have meat on them dedicated for the Jinn

27 Collected by Al Bukhari 3571.
2 Collected by Tirmidhi 18.
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to clean himself after defecating, then he has harmed the Jinn
concerning their food, so perhaps, the Jinn may harm him in
return. It has been collected in Sahih Muslim from Ibn
Masood that the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,

said:
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I asked 'Alqama if Ibn Masood was present with the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, on the night
of the Jinn (the night when the Prophet met them). He
(Ibn Masood) said: “No, but we were in the company
of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, one
night and we missed him. We searched for him in the
valleys and the hills and said: ‘He has either been
taken away (by Jinn) or has been secretly killed.”” He
(the narrator) said: “We spent the worst night which
people could ever spend. When it was dawn, we saw
him coming from the side of Hiri'.” He (the narrator)
reported. “We said: ‘Messenger of Allah, we missed
you and searched for you, but we could not find you
and we spent the worst night which people could
ever spend.” He (the Prophet) said: “There came to me
an inviter on behalf of the Jinn and I went along with
him and recited to them the Quran.”” He (the
narrator) said: “He then went along with us and
showed us their traces and traces of their embers.
They (the Jinn) asked him (the Prophet) about their
provision and he said: ‘Every bone on which the
name of Allah is recited is your provision. The time it
will fall in your hand, it would be covered with flesh,
and the dung of (the camels) is fodder for your
animals.” The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
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him, said: Do not perform istinja with these (things)
for these are the food of your brothers (Jinn).”2

And dung—in its nature—is also foul, as the Prophet, peace
be upon, him explained.

The Prophet, peace be upon him, said:
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When one of you eats, he should eat with his right
hand, and when he drinks, he should drink with his
right hand, because Shaytan eats and drinks with his
left hand.30

Unfortunately, nowadays Muslims have borrowed a
defective habit from the Western culture of eating with the
knife and the fork. The person is not able to cut his food
correctly with his left hand, it requires effort. Therefore, he
cuts the food with the knife which is in his right hand, while
the fork remains in his left hand; as a result he eats with his
left hand. And he believes this to be civilization! But it is
civilization founded upon the incorrect Ageedah. If you
want the balance between this, you must perform a complex
process. Take the knife with your right hand and cut the
food. Then place the knife down and take the fork with you
right hand and then eat. Then, if you want to cut the food,
place the fork down and grab the knife again.

2 Collected by Muslim 450.
30, Collected by Muslim 1452
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Since long ago, Egyptian farmers used to say if one of them
gave a cup of tea and you took it with your left hand and
you drank it with your left hand, he would look at you with
a puzzled look and he would say: “Are you a westerner?”
This is because the westerners drink with their left hands
and the devils eat with their left hands, thus, westerners
resemble the devil from this perspective. As for the Muslims,
the Prophet, peace be upon him, said:
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When one of you eats, he should eat with his right
hand, and when he drinks, he should drink with his
right hand, because Shaytan eats and drinks with his
left hand.3!

Also, Islam is a religion of cleanliness. The Prophet, peace be
upon him, has made the right hand for food, drink, shaking,
handing and grabbing items. The person should not take
things with his left hand because Shaytan takes things with
his left hand. As for the Muslim, then he gives and takes
with his right hand. Thus, when they follow the Sunnah of
the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, they will be the
cleanest of creation. The left hand is for touching filth and
the like. The Prophet, peace be upon him, prohibited the
person from touching his private parts with his right hand,
and he made the right hand for food and drink and shaking
hands. As for the left hand, it is for cleaning oneself after

31, Collected by Muslim 1452
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using the bathroom and similar things. If the people
practiced this, the diseases amongst them would minimize a
great deal; by the virtue of Allah, the Lord of all that exists.
This is because hepatitis and similar illnesses are transmitted
by direct contact with filth. Thus, if the people would adhere
to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
in such things, their affairs will be in the best condition.
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ENTERING THE HOME

When the person enters his home, he should remember
Allah. Many people enter their homes like cattle barns. And
by Allah, I do not know, maybe the animals remember
Allah; because animals glorify Allah. Thus, perhaps, they
remember Allah when they enter the barns.
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And there is not a thing except that it glorifies His
Praise. But you understand not their glorification. 32

So perhaps, the animals have a remembrance for entering
and exiting the barns that we do not know about. But the
people enter and exit their homes while not remembering
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, except for a little.
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If the person enters his home and remembers Allah
upon his entrance and upon his food, Shaytan

despondently says: “You have no place to spend the
night and no evening meal.”33

Meaning, you are prohibited from spending the night at this
house and you are prohibited from eating dinner at this

32 Soorah Al Israa (17:44)
3 Collected by Abu Dawood 3765.
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house; so leave this house. Your brothers from the Jinn
remove the Shaytan. Shaytan says: “You have no place to
spend the night and no evening meal.” As for the person
who enters his home like an animal enters a barn without
remembering Allah and sits down to eat without
remembering Allah, Shaytan happily takes his home as a
residence and takes the evening meal. The Prophet, peace be
upon him, said:

But when he enters without mentioning Allah’s
Name upon entering, Shaytan says: “You have found
a place to spend the night,” and when he does not
mention Allah’s Name upon his food, he says: “You
have found a place to spend the night and an evening
meal.”34

The people complain about an absence of blessings. You are
feeding Shaytan and lodging him in your homes. So why are
you complaining about the lack of blessings? Likewise, if the
man enters his home and does not greet his family with
Salaam, there will not be any blessings. There will only be
blessings if he enters his home and greets his family with
Salaam. There will be blessings for you and for your family.

34 Collected by Abu Dawood 3765.
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Man is forbidden from eating meats which Allah’s Name has
not been mentioned on, and likewise, the believing Jinn are
also forbidden from this. The Messenger made food for them
from every bone which Allah’s Name was mentioned upon.
And the food which the Name of Allah was not mentioned
upon is not permissible for them. The food which the Name
of Allah was not mentioned upon is for the devils and the
disbelieving Jinn. For this reason, some of the scholars have
stated the dead carcasses are the food of Shaytan because the
Name of Allah was not mentioned upon it. The Prophet,
peace be upon him, taught this to his companions and they
conveyed this to the people. Umar, may Allah be pleased
with him, wrote in his letter to Abdullah ibn Yazid:
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As to what follows: “Cook your drinks until the share
of the Shaytan is gone, for he has two (shares) and
you have one.”35

If the alcohol is not removed from the drink then Shaytan
has a portion of it, because intoxicants are the drink of
Shaytan. Shaytan drinks alcohol and eats dead animals, and
he eats what Allah’s Name has not been mentioned upon. As
for the believer then he is from the people of cleanliness and
from those who honor what Allah, the Blessed and Exalted,
has sent down upon His Prophet, peace be upon him; thus,
he abides by the commands.

3. Collected by An Nasai 5717
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DO THE JINN MARRY?

Do the Jinn marry? One of the scholars was asked: Do the
Jinn marry, and do the devils marry? He responded: “This
was a wedding ceremony I did not attend.” Meaning, if they
do marry, no one sent me an invitation to the ceremony, so I
did not witness the marriage. He said: “Then I reflected
upon the statement of Allah, the Blessed and Exalted:
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Will you then take him (Iblis) and his offspring as
protectors and helpers rather than Me while they are
enemies to you? 36

(He said) thus, I realized that there must be marriage among
the Jinn because offspring only comes with intercourse,
marriage, and reproduction.”

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has stated in the Glorious
Quran that Shaytan has offspring and offspring only result
from marriage. Therefore, the Jinn increase and reproduce;
likewise, they eat, drink and they laugh.

36 Soorah Al Kahf (18:50)
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DO THE JINN DIE?

There is no doubt that the Jinn die just as humans die. All of
them are included in the statement of Allah, the Exalted:
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Everyone upon the earth will perish. And the Face of
your Lord full of Majesty and Honor will abide
forever. Then which of the Blessings of your Lord
will you both (Jinn and men) deny. 37

Thus, the Jinn are like humans; they will die and nothing
shall remain except for Allah, the Exalted.

It has been collected by Muslim and Al Bukhari from the
hadith of ibn Abbas that the Prophet, peace be upon him,
said:
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I seek refuge in Your Might. There is nothing worthy
of worship except for you; the One who does not die,
while Jinn and humans die.38

37 Soorah Ar Rahman (55: 26-28)
38, Collected by Al Bukhari 7383
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The Jinn die just as humans die and no one knows their life
span except for Allah, the Blessed and Exalted. Except for
what Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has informed us about
what is specific for Iblis, the accursed. This is because Allah,
the Blessed and Exalted, has informed us that Iblis will
remain alive until the hour is established.

{ © 584005, 3560 542 5 d1osul 36 §

(Iblis) said: "Allow me respite till the Day they are
raised up.” (Allah) said: "You are of those allowed
respite.” 3

Thus, he is given respite. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has
given him respite until Allah established the Day of
Judgment. Therefore, we know his lifespan, although we do
not know when it is going to end because no one knows
when the Day of Judgment will occur except for Allah. Thus,
Iblis is the only Jinn who Allah has informed us that his
lifespan will continue until the Day of Judgment. As for the
lifespan of the other Jinn, then no one knows except for
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted.

And there is no doubt that the Jinn live longer than humans.
And they die as the death of the Shaytan of Al Uzza has been
narrated. Al Uzza was an idol from the idols of the Arabs.
She was worshipped in a shrine erected especially for her.
The Prophet, peace be upon him, sent Khalid ibn Waleed,
may Allah be pleased with him, to destroy Al Uzza. When
Khalid went to destroy Al Uzza, the Shaytan of Al Uzzah

39 Soorah Al A’raf (7: 14-15)
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came out—a woman® with disheveled hair—wailing and
screaming. So Khalid attacked her, striking her with his
sword while saying: “O Uzza, upon you is disbelief not
forgiveness; verily, I see that Allah has disgraced you.”
When he struck her she died. Khalid returned to the
Prophet, peace be upon him, and informed him of what took
place. The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said:
“This was the Shaytan of Al Uzza.” Meaning, that woman
you killed, with disheveled hair, that came out wailing and
screaming, she was the Shaytan of Al Uzza.

The Shaytan of this idol named Al Uzza was inside of this
thing they used to venerate, worship, perform pilgrimage to,
circumambulate around it, and perform sacrifices there.
Perhaps a sorcerer would speak to the idol and the Shaytan
from the Jinn would speak from inside the idol, responding
to the person speaking to the idol. Thus, the one speaking to
the idol would believe the idol was speaking to him, while it
is only the Shaytan of Al Uzza inside of the idol speaking to
him. Therefore, he killed her. May Allah be pleased with
him. Therefore, the Jinn die because Allah, the Blessed and
Exalted, has not granted eternal life to anyone. Allah is the
only One who will remain, while humans and Jinn will die.

Also there is the narration of one of the Companions of the
Messenger, peace be upon him, who was newly married.

Abu Sa’eed Al Khudri said:

40 Translator’s note: Shaykh Muhammad Aman Al Jami said in his
explanation of “The Four Principles”: Uzza refers to the female Shaytan
who was from the Jinn,
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“There was a young man amongst us who had been
newly wedded. We went with Allah's Messenger,
peace be upon him, (to participate in the Battle) of
Trench when a young man in the midday used to
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seek permission from Allah's Messenger, peace be
upon him, to return to his family. One day he sought
permission from him and Allah's Messenger, peace
be upon him, (after granting him the permission) said
to him: ‘Carry your weapons with you for I fear the
tribe of Quraiza (may harm you).” The man carried
the weapons and then came back and found his wife
standing between the two doors. He bent towards her
smitten by jealousy and made a dash towards her
with a spear in order to stab her. She said: “Keep your
spear away and enter the house until you see that
which has made me come out.” He entered and found
a big snake coiled on the bedding. He darted with the
spear and pierced it and then went out having
secured the home, but the snake quivered and
attacked him and no one knew which of them died
first, the snake or the young man. We came to Allah's
Messenger, peace be upon him, and made a mention
to him and said: ‘Supplicate to Allah that that (man)
may be brought back to life.” Thereupon he said: ‘Ask
forgiveness for your companion,’ and then said:
‘There are in Al-Madinah Jinn who have accepted
Islam, so when you see any one of them, pronounce a
warning to it for three days, and if they appear before
you after that, then kill it for that is a Shaytan.””41

Thus, the snake died; meaning, that Jinn that took the form
of the snake. The Jinn died and the Companion died when
he struck the snake and the snake struck him; so it was not
known which one of them died first. When the Prophet,

4 Collected by Muslim 2236.
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peace be upon him, was informed of this, he told them he
had ordered them not to kill the Jinn who reside in the
houses until they had warned them three times.

In summary, the Jinn die and their lifespan is longer than the
lifespan of humans. And we do not know the lifespan of the
Jinn except the lifespan of Iblis, the accursed, because Allah,
the Blessed and Exalted, has informed us that he has been
granted respite until the Day of Judgment.
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WHERE DO THE JINN LIVE?

The Jinn live on the same earth we live on and they frequent
and gather in places of ruin and wilderness which are void
of humans. They also congregate in filthy places, such as
bathrooms, washrooms, garbage heaps and graveyards.
Shaykh Al-Islam, may Allah have mercy upon him, said:

“The elders who accompany the devils—and they are
from the allies of Shaytan, not Allah—they seek
refuge in the places where the Shaytan seeks shelter.”

There are people who are from the lowest of the creation;
those who walk with devils in committing evil actions upon
polytheism and disbelief, misguidance and sin. These elders
frequent garbage and trash heaps, and likewise, they
frequent grave yards because the devils frequent these
places. There are narrations which prohibited praying in
bathrooms due to the filth contained therein and because
they are also the places where devils reside. Likewise, the
Prophet, peace be upon him, has prohibited us from praying
in grave yards because they are a means leading to
polytheism. The Jinn also congregate in places they are able
to corrupt the people such as the market place. For that
reason, the Prophet, peace be upon him, order us not to be
the first person to go to the market place. And he informed
us that the market place is where Shaytan raises his flag for
his war. And Salman Al Farsi, may Allah be pleased with
him, said:



50 | WHERE DO THE JINN LIVE?

2

TIN5 ¢ 8,00 A3 e I5F Ealan O 55,85 Y

reals Lrjcdwz‘d L;:u‘\{;””’/

“If you are able, do not be the first person to enter the
market place or the last one to leave it; for verily, it is
the battlefield of Shaytan and he raises his flag
there.”42

Corruption, gross misguidance, and swearing by other than
Allah are evils found in the market place. There is cheating,
cunning, and deception. In the market places, there are sins
that involve women and men such as looking and touching
between them. All of these things make the market place a
breeding ground for Shaytan. The devils congregate in the
market places due to seduction and temptation.

The devils spend the night in the homes where people live.
And the Shaytan is repelled from the homes by mentioning
the Name of Allah—In the Name of Allah, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful —and by the remembrance of
Allah and the recitation of the Quran, especially Soorah Al
Baqgarah; as we have been informed by the Prophet, peace be
upon him; and especially, Ayatul Kursi from Soorah Al
Bagarah.

The Prophet, peace be upon him, taught us that Shaytan
spreads and gather at the advent of darkness; meaning, at
the entrance of Maghrib, the Shaytan scatters about. For that
reason, the Prophet, peace be upon him, ordered us to
prevent our children from going out at the setting of the sun

42 Collected by Muslim 2451.
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and the entrance of darkness, at the time the Shaytan scatters
about.
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When the wings of the night spread-or when evening
comes-keep your children in, for the Shaytan come
out at that time. Then when part of the night has
passed, let them go. And close the doors and mention
the name of Allah, for the Shaytan does not open a
closed door. And tie up your water skins and mention
the name of Allah, and cover your vessels and
mention the name of Allah, even if you only put
something over them, and extinguish your lamps.43

And the Shaytan also runs away upon hearing the Athan.
The Prophet, peace be upon him, said:
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43 Collected by Al Bukhari 3280.
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When the call to prayer is given, the Shaytan runs
away breaking wind loudly so that he will not hear
the call. Then when the call ends, he comes but when
Iqamah for prayer is given, he runs away, then when
the Iqamah ends, he comes back so that he can
whisper to the individual, saying: “Remember such
and such, remember such and such”-- about things
that he was not thinking about, until he distracts,
confuses the man and he does not know how many
rakahs he prayed.#

And during the month of Ramadan, Shaytan and the
rebellious Jinn are chained up, meaning, they are shackled
and bounded by chains as the Prophet, peace be upon him,
has informed us.

Shaytan loves to sit between the shade and the sun. For this
reason, the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, forbade
sitting between the shade and the sun.
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4 Collected by Malik 152.
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It was narrated from Ibn Buraidah, from his father,
that the Prophet forbade sitting between the shade
and sun.%

4 Collected by Ibn Majah 3722.
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HOW DO THE JINN TRAVEL?

How do the Jinn travel? Some of them fly, and some of them
are snakes and dogs. The Prophet, peace be upon him, has
informed us about these categories. They have riding beasts
and they have vehicles they ride. They ride on the backs of
their beast as the humans do. As it comes in the hadith of ibn
Masood:

They (the Jinn) asked him (the Prophet) about their
provision and he said: “Every bone on which the name of
Allah is recited, is your provision. The time it will fall in
your hand, it would be covered with flesh, and the dung of
(the camels) is fodder for your animals.”

And our Lord, the Blessed and Exalted, informed us that
Shaytan has horses. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, said:
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And befool them gradually, those whom you can
among them with your voice and assault them with
your horses and foot soldiers. 46

Thus, Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, informed us that
Shaytan has horses and he rides them, and he constantly
attacks the son of Adam. “Assault them with your horses
and foot soldiers.”

46 Soorah Al Isra (17:64)
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There are animals that accompany Shaytan. From these
animals that accompany Shaytan is the camel. The Prophet,
peace be upon him, said:
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Verily, the camel was created from the Shaytan, and
behind every camel is a Shaytan.4”

For this reason, the Prophet, peace be upon him, forbade
praying where camels kneel down. Al Baraa ibn ‘Azib said:
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He was asked about saying prayer in places where the
camels kneel down. He replied: “Do not offer prayer
in places where the camels kneel down. These are the
places of Shaytan.” He was asked about saying prayer
in the sheepfolds. He replied: “You may offer prayer
in such places; these are the places of blessing.”48

And it has been narrated by Abdullah bin Mughaffal, may
Allah be pleased with him, that the Prophet, peace be upon
him, said:

47, Collected by Saeed ibn Mansoor
48 Collected by Abu Dawud 184.
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Pray in sheep pens and do not pray where camels rest;
for verily, they were created from Shaytan.%

This is a refutation upon those who say the reason of the
prohibition of prayer in the camel stalls is due to the filth of
the urine and feces. And this is not correct because the urine
and feces of animals which can be eaten is pure and not
filthy. Rather, it has been narrated from Anas:
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A group of men from 'Ukl, or 'Uraynah, came to the
Prophet, peace be upon him, and when the climate of
Al-Madinah did not suit them, he told them to go to
some camels and drink their milk and urine. Then
they killed the herdsman and stole the camels. He
sent (men) after them, and had their hands and feet
cut off, and their eyes gouged out.5

4 Collected by Ibn Majah 769.
50 Collected by An Nasa'i 4027.
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And this was not harsh; rather, this was the appropriate
action in situations of betrayal. It was the epitome of mercy
because they betrayed the trust. Betrayal, when granted a
trust, is from the most heinous forms of betrayal; thus, the
Prophet, peace be upon him, dealt with them in this manner
to make an example out of them.

Perhaps someone will say: The Prophet, peace be upon him,
said: “The black dog is Shaytan;” and he said, “The camel
was created from Shaytan.” Perhaps someone will say, the
dog is known to be a dog and it is born from a dog; so how
can it be Shaytan? And likewise, the camel is born from a
camel so how can it be Shaytan?

Abu Al Wafa ibn Ageel, may Allah have mercy upon him —
who was from the major scholars of Islam, and he was
Hanbali, except had with him some shades of At-Ta'weel
(false interpretation)—he said: “This resembles them to
Shaytan because the black dog is the evilest dog and the one
with the least benefit. And the camel resembles the Jinn from
the aspect that camels are difficult to handle. As it is said: “So
and so is a Shaytan.””
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Devils among mankind and Jinn; inspiring one
another with adorned speech as a delusion. 51

Thus, Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, clarified that some
humans are devils just as some Jinn are devils. Thus, these
devils from the humans, were they created from fire as the

51 Soorah Al An’am (6:112)
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origin of the creation of Shaytan? Or, does this refer to their
distance from the truth or their burning due to their sins?

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has made living things from
our realm on the earth created from water. The dog and the
camel are from the living creatures of the earth and they are
not from the Jinn in reality; rather, they are from the
creatures of the earth.
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And We have made from water every living thing. 52

As for the Shaytan then they are created from fire.

52 Soorah Al Anbiyah (21:30)
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POWERS AND ABILITIES OF THE JINN

Our lack of knowledge in our religion in regard to the Jinn’s
abilities is a prominent cause behind believing in
superstitions. Thus, we picture the Jinn having power over
all things, and that the Jinn can do anything, and there is
nothing they are unable to do.

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has given the Jinn ability and
He has also clarified that they are unable to do many things.
Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has given the Jinn the ability
to move and transport items quickly. For example, the Ifrit
from the Jinn said to Sulayman that he was able to bring the
throne of the queen of Yemen to Baitul-Maqdis in Palestine.
So he would bring the throne from Sana in Yemen to Maqdis
in Palestine before Prophet Sulayman could stand up from
his gathering. And, if he were to sit from daybreak until
afternoon, this would still be a short time to bring the throne
from Yemen to Palestine. He said:

An Ifrit from the Jinn said: "I will bring it to you
before you rise from your place (council). And verily,
I am indeed strong, and trustworthy for such work.”53

53 Soorah An Naml (27:39)
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But the one who was granted knowledge of the Book —and
this is the result of nobility and the virtue of knowledge —
was able to do something the Ifrit from the Jinn was not able
to do regardless of his strength. Look at what he said:
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One with whom was knowledge of the Scripture said:
"I will bring it to you within the twinkling of an
eye.”54

So, before he was able to complete his speech, he had
blinked; thus, he found the throne present in front of him.
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And when [Sulayman] saw it placed before him, he
said, "This is from the favor of my Lord.” 55

Meaning, he was still discussing bringing the throne of Bilgis
from Yemen to Maqdis, and before he finished this
discussion, he had blinked and the throne was present in
front of him.

Allah has granted the Jinn the ability to move and transport
with rapid velocity. And Allah has placed them at the fore-
front of space travel. Since long ago, they have travelled to
the heavens and stolen information from the heavens in
order to collect information about future events. Thus, when
the Messenger, peace be upon him, was sent, since then, the

54 Soorah An Naml (27:40)
55 Soorah An Naml (27:40)
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heavens became more guarded. They would try to steal a
listen from the heavens in order to bring knowledge of the
Unseen. So, if they would get knowledge of the Unseen, one
of them would bring it to the ear of a fortune teller. Then the
fortune teller adds one hundred lies to it. So, if the person
believes the fortune teller or sorcerer concerning the affairs
of the Unseen, he will be deceived. The person will say: “Just
as he was truthful in this affair, he will be truthful in other
issues.” This is despite the fact that he has added one
hundred lies to the truth; as we have been informed by the
Prophet, peace be upon him.

Thus, they have preceded man in space travel, because today
man is still trying to penetrate the atmosphere of space.
Today, man has only reached the outskirts of space which
are close to the earth. Man has only gone a short distance,
like if you were to travel from this neighborhood to another.
As it relates to space, we have not reached anywhere. As for
the Jinn, or our Lord, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful,
says about them:
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And we have sought to reach the heaven; but found it
filled with stern guards and flaming fires. 56

And verily, we used to sit there in stations, to (steal) a
hearing, but any who listens now will find a flaming
fire watching him in ambush. 57

5 Soorah Al Jinn (72:8)
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They used to sit in stations to listen and steal from the
heavens as Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has informed us.
They sat in stations to listen and steal information related to
the Unseen. This is because:
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"When Allah decrees some order in the heaven, the
Angels flutter their wings indicating complete
surrender to His saying, which sounds like chains
being dragged on rock. And when the state of fear
disappears, they ask each other, "What has your Lord
ordered?” They say that He has said that which is true
and just, and He is the Most High, the Most Great.

57 Soorah Al Jinn (72:9)
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Then the stealthy listeners (from the Jinn) hear this
order, and these stealthy listeners are like this, one
over the other. (Sufyan, a sub-narrator, demonstrated
that by holding his hand upright and separating the
fingers.) A stealthy listener hears a word which he
will convey to that which is below him and the
second will convey it to that which is below him till
the last of them will convey it to the wizard or
foreteller. Sometimes a flame may strike the devil
before he can convey it, and sometimes he may
convey it before the flame (fire) strikes him,
whereupon, the wizard adds to that word a hundred
lies. The people will then say, “Didn’t he (i.e.,
magician) tell such-and-such a thing on such-and-
such date?” So that magician is said to have told the
truth because of the Statement which has been heard
from the heavens.58

The statement of Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, is the truth.
Thus, it is transmitted until it reaches the Angels of the
lowest heavens. When it is there, the Jinn steal a listen. Those
who listen to the words from the command of Allah, the
Blessed and Exalted, before they take place, they try to take
the words they heard and bring them to the fortune teller.
So, either they are hit by the comet which Allah shoots at
them, or Allah allows them to deliver the words from the
Unseen to the fortune teller where the fortune teller adds to
it one hundred lies.

And the Prophet, peace be upon him, informed us that the
Jinn steal a listen in a manner which is easier than this. When

5. Collected by Al Bukhari 324
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the Angels are speaking in the clouds about an affair to
occur upon the earth, the Shaytan listens and places it in the
~ ear of the fortune teller and he adds one hundred lies to it.
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TECHNOLOGY OF THE JINN

The Jinn have knowledge of construction and
industrialization. And their knowledge of construction and
industrialization is greater than the knowledge possessed by
humans. They have specific tools of building and
construction, and likewise, advancement in industrial
development, and inventions, which man has yet to reach.

Allah informed us that He made the Jinn subservient to His
Prophet Sulayman —peace be upon him. Thus, they would
perform a great deal of work for him that requires strength,
intelligence, skills and knowledge
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And there were Jinn that worked in front of him, by
the permission of his Lord, and whosoever of them
turned aside from Our command, We shall cause him
to taste of the torment of the blazing Fire. They made
for him what he willed of elevated chambers, statues,
basins as large as reservoirs, and stationary kettles.>®

Thus, these things require skills and ability. Perhaps, they
even reached the level of discovery and invention such as
the radio and television and other than that.

59 Soorah Saba (34:12-13)
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Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah said: “Some of the
Shuyookh, who used to keep contact with the Jinn, informed
him that the Jinn showed him something shining,
resembling water and glass; it would present an image
inside of it for him, and it acted as a mean of communication
so both parties could reach out to each other through it.

This was something resembling water and glass, meaning,
like a television screen for example. And the device was with
him. Through this device, he and the Jinn could relay
information to each other.

He said: “So I would be informed of the information from
this thing resembling water and glass, so I would inform the
people of the news which came to me. And the Jinn would
relay to me my friends' request for assistance, so I would
respond to them.

Meaning, this device was a means of sending and receiving
communications. And this device was with him and he
would see and hear the speech of the Jinn that were working
with him. And his brothers who were seeking his help could
hear his voice. Shaykh Al-Islam, may Allah have mercy
upon him, said: “The man said, ‘So I would answer him;"”
meaning, that I would hear the voice of my friends seeking

my help.

And this man was from the Shuyookh who used to live
among the Jinn and travel with them. So, if his friends were
to request directions from him, so they could go to him, one
of them would say, “O so and so;” and he would respond to
them. How would he respond to them and how would he
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hear them? Through the communication device which the
Jinn invented during the era of Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn
Taymiyah ¢, may Allah have mercy upon him.

And he (Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah), may Allah have
mercy upon him, said about himself, that some of his
companions came to him—and he is an Imaam of guidance,
there was not found in his heart a place for shirk and he was
upright upon the religion of Allah, may Allah have mercy
upon him. Some of his companions came to him and they
said; “May Allah reward you with good, our Shaykh, and
may Allah bless you.” He responded: “And why do you say
this?” They said: “We were upon a journey and we became
lost in the desert. (They had become lost in the desert and
the one who is lost in the desert will die of hunger and
thirst.) So, we began to seek the help of Allah, the Blessed
and Exalted.

“ And then we heard your voice but we did not see you. And
you said to us; the right direction is in such and such way.
(Meaning, walk this way and then turn here and you will
find the path and the straightway). Thus, we followed your
directions when we heard your voice, and we went in the
direction you guided us to, so we found our way; may Allah
reward you with good.” He (ibn Taymiyah) responded: “By
Allah, I did not hear anything nor did I say anything, and I
did not leave from my place; but rather, that was a Jinn that
loves us.”

He was beloved even by the Jinn, may Allah have mercy
upon him.

60, ibn Taymiyyah died in the year 728H coinciding with the year 1328
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SHAPE SHIFTERS

From the abilities Allah, the Best and Exalted, has granted
the Jinn is the ability to alter their shape and appearance.
The Jinn have the ability to take the form of humans and
animals. And Shaytan came to the pagans during the battle
of Badr in the form of a man named Suraqah ibn Malik,
promising to assist the pagans.
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And [remember] when Shaytan made their deeds
pleasing to them and said, "No one can overcome you
today from among the people, and indeed, I am by
your side as a protector.” But when the two forces
came in sight of each other, he ran away and said,
"Verily, I have nothing to do with you. Verily! I see
what you see not. Verily! I fear Allah for Allah is
Severe in punishment. 61

As there is the narration of Abu Huraira, may Allah be
pleased with him, he said:

61 Soorah Al Anfal (8: 48)
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The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, put me
in charge of charity of Ramadan. Somebody came to
me and began to take away some food-stuff. I caught
him and said, "I must take you to the Messenger of
Allah, peace be upon him." He said, "I am a needy
man with a large family, and so I have a pressing
need." I let him go. When I saw the Messenger of
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Allah, peace be upon him, the next morning, he asked
me, "O Abu Huraira! What did your captive do last
night?" I said, "O Messenger of Allah! He complained
of a pressing need and a big family. I felt pity for him
so I let him go." He, peace be upon him, said, "He told
you a lie and he will return." I was sure, according to
the saying of the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him, that he would return. I waited for him. He
sneaked up again and began to steal food-stuff from
the Sadaqa. I caught him and said; "I must take you to
the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him." He said,
"Let go of me. I am a needy man. I have to bear the
expenses of a big family. I will not come back." So I
took pity on him and let him go. I went at dawn to the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, who asked
me, "O Abu Huraira! What did your captive do last
night?" I replied, "O Messenger of Allah! He
complained of a pressing want and the burden of a
big family. I took pity on him and so I let him go."
He, peace be upon him, said, "He told you a lie and he
will return." (That man) came again to steal the food-
stuff. I arrested him and said, "I must take you to the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, and this is
the last of three times. You promised that you would
not come again but you did." He said, "Let go of me, I
shall teach you some words with which Allah may
benefit you." I asked, "What are those words?" He
replied, "When you go to bed, recite Ayatul Kursi for
there will be a guardian appointed over you from
Allah, and Satan will not be able to approach you till
morning." So I let him go. The next morning, the
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, asked me,
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"What did your prisoner do last night?" I answered,
"He promised to teach me some words which he
claimed will benefit me before Allah. So I let him
go." The Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him,
asked, "What are those words that he taught you?" I
said, "He told me: 'When you go to bed, recite Ayatul
Kursi from the beginning to the end [i.e., Allah! None
has the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever
Living, the One Who sustains and protects all that
exists. Neither slumber nor sleep overtakes Him. To
Him belongs whatever is in the heavens and
whatever is on the earth. Who is he that can intercede
with Him except with His Permission? He knows
what happens to them (His creatures) in this world,
and what will happen to them in the Hereafter. And
they will never compass anything of His Knowledge
except that which He wills. His Kursi encompasses
the heavens and the earth, and preserving them does
not fatigue Him. And He is the Most High, the Most
Great. (2:255)]"” He added: “’By reciting it, there will
be a guardian appointed over you from Allah who
will protect you during the night, and Satan will not
be able to come near you until morning.”” The
Messenger of Allah, peace be upon him, said, "Verily,
he has told you the truth though he is a liar. O Abu
Huraira! Do you know with whom you were
speaking for the last three nights?" I said, "No." He,
peace be upon him, said, "He was Shaytan.”¢2

Thus, this was Shaytan disguising in the appearance of a
human and speaking with Abu Huraira. And Shaytan may

62 Collected by Al Bukhari 30.
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also take the form of animals: a camel, donkey, cow, dog, or
a cat. And how often does Shaytan take the form of black
dogs and cats?! And the Prophet, peace be upon him,
informed us that the black dog passing in front of the person
interrupts and invalidates his prayer. When he was asked
concerning the difference between the black dog, and the red
and yellow dog? He replied:
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The black dog is Shaytan.63

The Jinn often take the form of black dogs as well as black
cats, because black is more conducive than other colors for
containing Satanic strength and intense heat which is
appropriate for Shaytan.

The Jinn also take the form of snakes and they appear to the
people. For this reason, the Prophet, peace be upon him,
forbade killing house snakes, fearing it could be a Jinn who
had entered into Islam. The Prophet, peace be upon him,

said:
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There are in Al-Madinah Jinn who have accepted
Islam, so when you see any one of them, pronounce a

6 Collected by An Nisa'l 750.
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warning to it for three days, and if they appear before
you after that, then kill it for that is a Shaytan.®

One of the Companions killed a house snake and this was
the cause of his death. Abu As-Sa'ib, the freed slaved of
Hisham ibn Zuhra said:
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He visited Abu Saeed Khudri in his house; (and he
further) said: “I found him saying his prayer, so I sat
down waiting for him to finish his prayer when I
heard a stir in the bundles (of wood) lying in a comer
of the house. I looked towards it and found a snake. I
jumped up in order to kill it, but he (Abu Saeed
Khudri) made a gesture that I should sit down. So I
sat down and as he finished (the prayer) he pointed to
a room in the house and said: ‘Do you see this room?’
I said: ‘Yes.” He said: ‘“There was a young man
amongst us who had been newly wedded. We went
with Allah's Messenger, peace be upon him, (to
participate in the Battle) of Trench when a young man
in the midday used to seek permission from Allah's
Messenger, peace be upon him, to return to his
family. One day he sought permission from him and
Allah's Messenger, peace be upon him, (after granting
him the permission) said to him: ‘Carry your weapons
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with you for I fear the tribe of Quraiza (may harm
you).” The man carried the weapons and then came
back and found his wife standing between the two
doors. He bent towards her smitten by jealousy and
made a dash towards her with a spear in order to stab
her. She said: ‘/Keep your spear away and enter the
house until you see that which has made me come
out.” He entered and found a big snake coiled on the
bedding. He darted with the spear and pierced it and
then went out having secured the home, but the
snake quivered and attacked him and no one knew
which of them died first, the snake or the young man.
We came to the Messenger of Allah, peace be upon
him, and made a mention to him and said: “Supplicate
to Allah that that (man) may be brought back to life’.
Thereupon he said: ‘Ask forgiveness for your
companion,” and then said: “There are in Al-Madinah
Jinn who have accepted Islam, so when you see any
one of them, pronounce a warning to it for three days,
and if they appear before you after that, then kill it
for that is a Shaytan.””65

There are some important cautions surrounding killing
house snakes. This ruling concerning the prohibition of
killing house snakes is specific to some snakes, not all
snakes. Rather, it is the snakes which are only seen in the
house. As for the snakes which you find outside of the home
then you are commanded to kill them even when found in
the sacred lands. Thus, if we see a house snake, it is upon us
to order the snake to exit the home.

65 Collected by Muslim 2236.
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We say: “I oblige you, by Allah, to leave this home and to
distance yourself from us and your evil; if not we will kill
you”. And if it is seen after three days then you kill it
because it is a Shaytan as the Prophet, peace be upon him,
has stated. The reason it is killed after three days is because
we have affirmed that it is a non-Muslim Jinn because if it
was a Muslim Jinn it would have left the home. And if it is a
real viper and not a Jinn which has taken the form of a snake
then it deserves to be killed. And if it is a rebellious
disbelieving Jinn then it deserves to be killed due to its harm
and its frightening the people of the house. And the
exception from the Jinn of the house are those killed with
warning. The Prophet, peace be upon him, said:
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Do not kill snakes except the short-tailed or
mutilated-tailed snake with two white lines on its
back, for it causes abortion and makes one blind. So
kill it.66

66 Collected by Al Bukhari 3311.
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ARE ALL SNAKES FROM THE JINN OR JUST

SOME OF THEM?
The Prophet, peace be upon him, said:
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Snakes are Jinn who have been transformed just like
the children of Israel were transformed into monkeys
and pigs.6”

Shaytan runs through the son of Adam like blood through

his veins as we have been informed by the Prophet, peace be
upon him:

Pard
Pt /T o oZ T (F o ¥
3

gj-“ S

Verily, Shaytan flows through man like blood.%8
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67, Collected by Ibn Haban 1080; Shaykh Al Albani declared it authentic
68 Collected by Abu Dawud 4719.
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The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) was in
the I'tikaf (seclusion in the Masjid). I came to visit
him at night. I talked to him, got up and turned my
back. He got up with me to accompany me. And she
was living in the house of Usamah ibn Zaid. Two
men of the Ansar passed by him. When they saw the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), they walked
quickly. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “Be at
ease; she is Safiyyah daughter of Huyayy.” They said:
“Glory be to Allah, Messenger of Allah!” He said:
“Shaytan flows in man as the blood flows in him. I
feared that he might inject something in your hearts,”
or he said “evil in your hearts.”69

This is from the abilities Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, has
given the Jinn and the Jinn are weak and incapable in other
areas, because Jinn are similar to man; they have strengths
and weaknesses. Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, said:
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Verily, the plot of Shaytan is feeble. 70

9. Collected by Abu Dawud 4994
70 Soorah An Nisaa (4:76)
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THE WEAKNESS OF THE JINN AND SHAYTAN

From the areas of weakness of the Jinn and Shaytan is they
have no authority over the righteous servants of Allah. Allah
did not empower Shaytan with the ability to compel or force
man upon misguidance and disbelief. Rather, Shaytan
beautifies this for man and man follows him by choice if he
chooses to do so.
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Indeed, over My [believing] servants there is for you
no authority. And sufficient is your Lord as Disposer

of affairs. !
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And he had over them no authority except [it was
decreed] that We might make evident who believes in
the Hereafter from who is thereof in doubt. 72

And as it is known, Shaytan beautifies and deceives the
people. And he is diligent in inciting them to do evil, but he
does not force them to do so. Shaytan understands this
reality.

71 Soorah Al Isra (17:65)
72 Soorah Saba (34:21)
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(Iblis) said: "O my Lord! Because you misled me, I
shall indeed adorn the path of error for them
(mankind) on the earth, and I shall mislead them all.
Except Your chosen, (guided) slaves among them. 73

And he knows that he has no authority over those who
worship Allah sincerely and are righteously. Allah, the
Blessed and Exalted, gives Shaytan authority over someone
if the person is pleased with his ideology and follows him.
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Certainly, you shall have no authority over My slaves,
except those who follow you of
the Ghdwin (Mushrikiin and those who go astray,
criminals, polytheists, and evil-doers, etc.). 74

Rather, Shaytan will say on the Day of Judgment to his
followers, those he misguided, those who will perish in the

fire:
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78 Soorah Hijr (15:39-40)

74 Soorah Hijr (15:42)
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I had no authority over you except that I called you,
so you responded to me. 75

This authority and this dominance over man is his authority
by seduction and misguidance, and mastery over those who
are astray. He tempts them to disbelief and polytheism and
he does not leave them alone. This incitement upon sin and
falsehood, by way of satanic means, this is the authority
Shaytan has over man.

And Allah, the Blessed and Exalted, grants Shaytan
authority over the believers due to their sins.
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Indeed, Allah is with the judge as long as he is not
unjust. But if he becomes unjust, Allah abandons him
and Shaytan sticks by his side.”6

Therefore, when some of the believers disobey Allah, the
Blessed and Exalted, He abandons them and gives Shaytan
authority over him.

There is a novel story narrated by Abul Faraj ibn Jawzee,
may Allah have mercy upon him, from Hassan Al Basree —
irrespective of its authenticity —as it shows the power man
has over Shaytan’s dominance, if he purifies his religion for
Allah, and how Shaytan overpowers man if he goes astray or
deviates.

75 Soorah Ibrahim (14:22)
76 Collected by At Tirmidi 1330.
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Hassan said: “There was a tree which was worshipped
instead of Allah. So a man came to it and said: ‘I will surely
chop down this tree.” Thus, he came to chop down the tree,
out of anger for the sake of Allah, because this tree was
worshipped instead of Allah. Iblis showed up in the form of
a man and said: “‘What do you intend to do?’

“He said: ‘I want to chop this tree for the sake of Allah
because it is worshipped instead of Allah, the Lord of all that
exists.” He responded: ‘If you do not worship it then it will
not harm you that others worship it.” He said: ‘I will surely
chop it down for the sake of Allah.” Shaytan said to him:
“You will not be able to reach it.” He said: ‘It is a must that I
chop it down.”’

“He said:” Shall I give you something better than that?” The
man responded: ‘What is it?” He said: “You will have two
dinars every morning under your pillow.” He said: “Where
will I get this from?” He responded: ‘I will give it to you.’

“Thus, he returned and when the morning came, he found
two dinars under his pillow; then the next morning he did
not find anything. Therefore, he stood up angrily to cut it
down. So, Shaytan said to him: “What do you want to do?’
He said: ‘I want to cut down this tree that is worshipped
instead of Allah, the Exalted.” He said: “You have lied; you
will not be able to reach it.” Thus, he went to cut it down and
he struck him to the ground and choked him until he was
about to kill him. He said: ‘Do you know who I am? I am
Shaytan. The first time you came angry, I had no power over
you, but I tricked you with two dinars so you left it. So,



84 | THE WEAKNESS OF THE JINN AND SHAYTAN

when you came angry for the sake of two dinars, I was given

T

authority over you.

Allah, the Lord of all that exists, gave mankind strength by
way of his belief in Him, that which will keep Shaytan from
coming to him. This was the case with Umar, may Allah be
pleased with him. The Prophet, peace be upon him, said:
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Verily, Shaytan is afraid of you, O Umar.””

And he said:
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Verily, I surely see the devils from mankind and Jinn
fleeing from Umar.”8

The Prophet, peace be upon him, used to see what the
people did not see. Thus, when Umar would move about,
the Prophet, peace be upon him, would see the devils from
man and the Jinn going in the other direction as if he were a
hurricane proceeding upon the truth; may Allah be pleased
with him. And the Prophet, peace be upon him, said:
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77 Collected by At Tirmidi 3690.
78 Collected by At Tirmidi 3691.
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I swear by the One who has my soul in His Hand,
Shaytan has never met you on a path except that he
takes a path other than yours.”

And the Prophet, peace be upon him, informed us that this is
not specific just for Umar, may Allah be pleased with him, as
whoever has strong faith will dominate his Shaytan and
humiliate him; as it comes in the hadith.
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Verily, the believer exhausts his devil just like one of
you exhausts his camel during travel.8

This means he grabs him by his forelock and overpowers
him like one does to a camel when it breaks loose. He grabs
it under it; gets it under control. Rather, it reaches the extent
where the Muslim affects his companion from the devils
until he enters into Islam. The Prophet, peace be upon him,
said:
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There is none of you except that he has a companion
from the Jinn and a companion from the Angels.
They said: “Even you, O Messenger of Allah?” He

7 Collected by Al Bukhari 6085.
80, Collected by Ahmad 2/380
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said: “Even me, but Allah has aided me over him;
thus, he entered into Islam. Thus, he only commands
me with good.”8! ’

Thus, this companion of the Prophet, peace be upon him,
entered Islam, and perfected his Islam.

May the prayers and peace be upon our Prophet.

81, Collected by Muslim 2814
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MY ADVICE TO AHLUS SUNNAH FROM THE
JINN 82

All praises belong to Allah, may the prayers and peace be
upon the Messenger of Allah, and upon his family and his
Companions and those who befriend them. And I bear
witness that nothing has the right to be worshipped except
for Allah, alone without partners. And I bear witness that
Muhammad is His slave and His Messenger. As to what
follows...

It has been narrated from Imaam Al Bukhari and Muslim in
the collection of authentic hadith; from Jabir ibn Abdullah,
he said:

I swore allegiance to the Messenger of Allaah
(8E%&f2), pledging to establish regular prayer and
pay Zakat, and to give sincere advice to every
Muslim.83

Narrated from Abi Ruqayah Tameem Ad Dari, may Allah be
pleased with him, he said, the Messenger of Allah
(SEREYIS )said:

82 By Shaykh Mugbil
8 Collected by Muslim 56.
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The religion is sincerity. We said, “To whom?” He
said: “To Allah, and to His Book, and to His
Messenger, and to the leaders of the Muslims and
their common folk.”84

Like this was the Prophets; they were advisors to their
nations. One of them said:
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And I give sincere advice to you. 8

Another one said:
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And I advised you, but you do not like advisors. 8

Thus, our advice is for our brothers from Ahlus Sunnah from
the Jinn. And the Jinn are similar to the children of Adam;
some of them are righteous while some of them are corrupt,
evil and rebellious; as Allah, the Exalted, states concerning
them.

8 Collected by Muslim 55.
85 Soorah Al Araf (7:62)
86 Soorah Al ‘ Araf (7:79)
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There are among us some that are righteous, and
some the contrary; we are groups each having a
different way. 87

And in another verse:
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And of us some are Muslims, and of us some are Al-
Qasitun (disbelievers; those who have deviated from
the Right Path). And whosoever has embraced Islam
then such have sought the Right Path. 8

Hence, they are similar to the children of Adam. Some of
them are evil, corrupt disbelievers. Some of them are
ignorant. Some of them are Sunni; some of them are Shia;
and some of them are Sufi and some of them are Hizbi. A
Jinn came to Al “Amash; so Al ‘Amash gave him permission
to eat from his food. Then Al ‘Amash asked him: “Do you
have any amongst you from these sects?” (Meaning, from
the people of desires.) He responded: “Yes, and we find the
worst of them to be the Raafidah.”

And they used to go to the Prophet ($E%&J[Z). Shaytan
dispatched them when they were prevented from

87 Soorah Al Jinn (72:11)
8 Soorah Al Jinn (72:14)
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eavesdropping on the heavens. Allah, the Exalted, said in
His Glorious Book:
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And [mention, O Muhammad], when We directed to
you a few of the jinn, listening to the Qur'an. And
when they attended it, they said, "Listen quietly."
And when it was concluded, they went back to their
people as warners. They said: "O our people! Verily!
We have heard a Book (this Quran) sent down after
Musa, confirming what came before it, it guides to
the truth and to a Straight Path. O our people,
respond to the Messenger of Allah and believe in
him; Allah will forgive for you your sins and protect
you from a painful punishment. And whosoever does
not respond to Allah's Caller, he cannot escape on
earth, and there will be no protectors for him besides
Allah (from Allah's Punishment). Those are in
manifest error.” 89

% Soorah Al-'Ahgaf (46:29-32)
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When Iblis dispatched them to see what had occurred, and
the reason they were prevented from eavesdropping on the
heavens, and ascending to the heavens, they saw the Prophet
(SE2EY]S J)praying with his Companions in the valley of
Nakhla. And this is a valley between Mecca and Taif.

And also the statement of the Exalted:
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Say (O Muhammad): "It has been revealed to me that
a group of Jinn listened (to this Quran).” They said:
“Verily! We have heard a wonderful Recital! It guides
to the Right Path, and we have believed therein, and

we shall never join (in worship) anything with our
Lord.” %

Thus, they responded to the call of the Prophet (HE#Edfs
and they were affected by his recitation, and they returned

as callers to Allah as a result of hearing the Quran. As for the
Prophet (4E58415), a tree informed him of their presence as
comes in Sahih Al Bukhari from the hadith of ibn Masood?.
We believe in this. And Allah, the Glorified, has the ability to

cause the tree to speak. Thus, He caused it to speak to the

9% Soorah Al Jinn (72 1-2)

about the night when they heard the Qur'an? He said: Your father Ibn
Masood, narrated it to me that a tree informed him about that. Collected
by Muslim 1739
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Prophet (4&%
names was Zub’ah.

20{z). And it was nine of them; one of their

Allah, the Exalted, has informed us that some of them are
righteous and some of them are contrary to that. It appears
in the Musnad of Imam Ahmad narrated from ibn Abbass,
he said:

A man left from Khaibar and two men were
following him and another was following them. He
(the third man) said to the two men, “Go back, go
back;” until he repelled them. Then he met up with
the first man. He said: “Verily, those two were devils
and I stayed with them until I repelled them. When
you go to the Messenger of Allaah (4E%4z) convey
to him the Salaam, and inform him that I have a
collection of our Sadaqa; if it were suitable for him,
we would surely deliver it to him.”92

Some of the Jinn have embraced Islam as Allah, the Exalted,
has informed us:

92 Collected by ibn Haban 4969.



JINN | 93

~

[ ,,. /' A o ss v srr 7 s ) ,:
"<.D J\‘“ / - -»4,")’} U‘ ):u-&_) d)j\ \ }
P giE) sor oy 7 V4 s~
& ‘V’.:.\ B i 25 Al D el d.\\\é,\:.‘l“

Lo s L L s )/// LI X el

}9/ /
{ ‘ Hoig O u\a_) Slae g\ sl i \_)_,9@_, Ao Oy

Say (O Muhammad): "Call unto those besides Him
whom have claimed [as gods] besides Him. They
have neither the power to remove the adversity from
you nor even to shift it from you to another person.
Those whom they invoke seek means of access to
their Lord, [striving as to] which of them would be
nearest, and they hope for His mercy and fear His
punishment. Indeed, the punishment of your Lord is
ever feared. %

Some people used to worship the Jinn as it appears in Sahih
Muslim from the hadith of ibn Masood; and the Jinn
embraced Islam and the people were not aware of that, thus,
they continued in the worship of the Jinn. Thus, Allah
informed them of this and deemed foolish those who
worshipped the Jinn while the Jinn had embraced Islam. Our
Lord, the Exalted, said in His Noble Book:
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And [mention, O Muhammad], the Day when He will
gather them together [and say], "O company of Jinn,
you have [misled] many of mankind." And their allies
among mankind will say, "Our Lord, some of us made
use of others, and we have [now] reached our term,
which you appointed for us." He will say, "The Fire is
your residence, wherein you will abide eternally.” %

And He said in the verse after that:
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“O you assembly of jinns and mankind! Did not there
come to you Messengers from amongst you, reciting
unto you My Verses and warning you of the meeting
of this Day of yours?" They will say: "We bear
witness against ourselves." It was the life of this
world that deceived them. And they will bear witness
against themselves that they were disbelievers. %

They will be rewarded and taken to account; if they are
righteous, they will enter paradise. Some of the people say
the Jinn will not enter paradise. And they have no proof for
this, not from the Book or from the Sunnah. And we have
previously mentioned the statement of the Exalted:

% Soorah Al-'An’am (6:128)
9 Soorah Al-'An’am (6:130)
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“O you assembly of jinns and mankind! Did not there
come to you Messengers from amongst you, reciting
unto you My Verses and warning you of the meeting
of this Day of yours?”

Thus, He said after that:
T Ea 2055 J:%u‘, ¥

And for all are degrees from what they have done. %

And the statement of Allah, the Exalted:
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Verily! In the creation of the heavens and the earth,
and in the alternation of night and day, there are
indeed signs for men of understanding. %7

Then after that:

% Soorah Al-'An’am (6:132)
97 Soorah Aali Imran (3:190)
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And their Lord responded to them, "Never will I
allow to be lost the work of [any] worker among you,
whether male or female; you are of one another. %

-

And Allah, the Exalted, said in His Noble Book:
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And the servants of the Most Merciful are those who
walk upon the earth easily, and when the ignorant
address them [harshly], they say [words of] peace.

Up until His statement:
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Those will be rewarded with the highest place (in
Paradise) because of their patience. Therein they shall
be met with greetings and the word of peace and
respect. %

1\

% Soorah Aali Imran (3:195)
9 Soorah Al Furqan (25:63-75)
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And Allah, the Exalted, said:
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Indeed, those who have believed and done righteous
deeds - they will have the Gardens of Paradise as a
lodging 100

Thus, there are some Jinn who are believers, and they are
religiously accountable, and they are included in the Quranic
verse:

% ~55%
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Successful indeed are the believers; those who offer

their prayers with all solemnity and full
submissiveness.

Up until His statement:

These are indeed the inheritors. Who shall inherit the

Firdaus (Paradise). They shall dwell therein forever.
101

Thus, the statement that they will not enter paradise is false;
there is no proof for this from the Book and the Sunnah.

The topic of the Jinn is a long discussion. If a writer were to
write on this topic, the book would be the equivalent of

100 Soorah Al Kahf (18:107)

101 Soorah Al Muminoon (23:1-11)
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Bulugh al-Maram or Riyad-us-Saliheen. This is due to the
(various topics such as) categorizing them between Muslim
and disbelievers, and the Shaytan and Jinn possessing
humans, and the whispers of Shaytan to man.

The Mutazilah say: The Jinn do not possess people; while the
Lord of Might said in His Noble Book:
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Those who eat usury will not stand (on the Day of
Resurrection) except like the standing of a person
beaten by Shaytan leading him to insanity. 102

And it has been collected in Sahih Al Bukhari from ‘Ata ibn
Abu Rabah, he said:
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102 Soorah Al Bagarah (2:275)
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Ibn Abbas said to me: “Shall I not show you a woman
from the people of paradise?” I replied: “Certainly.”
This black woman, who came to the Prophet
($5%54]z) and said, “I suffer from epilepsy and
during fits my body is exposed, so make supplication
to Allah for me.” He ($5%&4{z) replied: “If you wish,
you endure it patiently and you be rewarded with
Jannah, or if you wish, I shall make supplication to
Allah to cure you?” She said, “I shall endure it.” Then
she added: “But my body is exposed, so pray to Allah
that it may not happen.” He (Prophet) (45%&4[5) then
supplicated for her.103

G
~

Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah, may Allah have mercy upon
him, has a treatise entitled: Clarifying the Evidence for the
Universality of the Message, which proves that the Prophet
(4E2&42) is the Messenger for the Jinn and mankind. It is
possible for the Jinn to possess humans and this is what
Shaykh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah mentions in Clarifying the
Evidence. Even if no proof had been narrated, we still could
not deny it, because denying it contradicts the reality and the
evidence.

And in the hadith of Abu Huraira, which has been agreed
upon, the Prophet (JE2&4]Z ) said:
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103 Collected by Al Bukhari 5652.
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“No child is born but except, Shaytan touches it when
it is born; whereupon, it starts crying loudly because
of being touched by Shaytan, except Mary and her
son." Abu Huraira then said, "Recite, if you wish:
’And I seek Refuge with You (Allah) for her and her
offspring from Satan, the outcast.”"104

The philosophers deny the existence of the Jinn. Muhammad
Rasheed Rida erred in this, he said: “Verily, the Jinn is an
expression for bacteria because it can only be seen by way of
a microscope.” He said this, agreeing with the orientalists,
the enemies of Islam, those who only believe in the tangible.
Then the philosophers were followed by those who followed
them from their lackeys. The Mutazilah deny Jinn possession
even if they do not deny the existence of Jinn.

Do the Jinn know the Unseen or not? They do not know the
Unseen as our Lord, the Exalted, has informed us concerning
the affair of Sulayman.
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104 Collected by Al Bukhari 4590 (Verse: Soorah Ali Imran 3:36).
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Then when We decreed death for him [Sulayman],
nothing informed them (Jinn) of his death except a
little worm of the earth, which kept (slowly) gnawing
away at his stick, so when he fell down, the Jinn saw
clearly that if they had known the Unseen, they
would not have stayed in the humiliating torment. 105

We return to our advice to Ahlus Sunnah from the Jinn.
Perhaps you will find from the Jinn those from Ahlus
Sunnah who are ignorant, just as you find amongst Ahlus-
Sunnah from the humans those who are ignorant.

So my advice to them is to have Taqwa of Allah, the Exalted,
for verily, Allah, the Exalted, says in His Noble Book:
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O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah and fear
Him, and speak (always) the truth. 106

And the Exalted said:
§ SALEIT G JE SR AU L Ol G )

O you who believe! Have Taqwa of Allah and let

every person look to what he has sent forth for
tomorrow. 107

And it is the advice of Allah to His slaves.

105 Soorah Saba (34:14)
106 Soorah Al Ahzab (33:70)
107 Soorah Al Hashr (59:18)



102 [ MY ADVICE TO AHLUS SUNNAH FROM THE JINN

}./ - coig s o7

E” v, 7 rod
i af 125 j‘S 3 el e SIS 150 S0l1 L2525

And verily, We have advised the people of the
Scripture before you, and to you (O Muslims) that
you have Taqwa of Allah. 108

And Allah, the Exalted, said:
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O assembly of jinns and men! If you have power to
pass beyond the zones of the heavens and the earth,
then pass (them)! But you will never be able to pass
them, except with authority (from Allah)! Then which
of the Blessings of your Lord will you both (Jinn and
men) deny? There will be sent against you both,
smokeless flames of fire and (molten) brass, and you
will not be able to defend yourselves. Then which of
the Blessings of your Lord will you both (Jinn and
men) deny? 109

Thus, we advise with Taqwa of Allah and then cooperating.

108 Soorah An Nisaa (4:131)
109 Soorah Ar Rahman (55:33-36)
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And cooperate in righteousness and piety, but do not
cooperate in sin and aggression. 110

And we advise them to gain an understanding in the
religion of Allah.
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Whoever Allah wants good for, He gives them an
understanding in the religion.11

An individual from them may be ignorant, thus, he may
harm his brothers while believing he is Sunni, or believing
he is a righteous believer. And he could be a believer who is
an evil doer, thus, he harms his brothers, as it occurs to
many of those who are possessed.

So this affair is important; that the Jinn from Ahlus Sunnah
obtain knowledge in the religion of Allah. And the Lord of
Might said in His Noble Book:

O PSR
And say: O my Lord, increase me in knowledge. 112

And He says:
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110 Soorah Al Maidah (5:2)
11 Collected ibn Majah 225.
112 Soorah Taha (20:114)
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Is he then who knows that what has been revealed to
you from your Lord is the truth like him who is
blind? 3

So how will the Jinn be able to distinguish between the truth
and falsehood if they do not obtain knowledge in the
religion of Allah, especially while we are in this dark time
period? So acquiring knowledge in the religion of Allah is a
must.

And surely many from amongst mankind have been
deceived by some of the callers to Allah.

MashaAllah, they see a beard dyed with henna, and the
thoub is half way up the shin, and the turban is rounded, so
they say, “This one is the caller to Allah!” And surely you
will find from amongst the Jinn these types also.

And I will give you an example from the hizbis from
amongst mankind that we have with us and those that
change the words from their proper places.

Abdul Majeed Az-Zindani and I were with the President
(The Shaykh means the former president of Yemen,
Abdullah Salih.), so I said to the two of them, “I challenge
you two, together to establish a proof that we are too stern.”
Because they say that Ahlus Sunnah are too stern.

So the President was quiet, and that was appreciated from
him.

113 Soorah Raad (13:19)
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So Abdul Majeed Az Zindani said, “As for me, my proof
(that Ahlus Sunnah is too stern) is your criticizing the
people.”

So I said to him, ”Verily, the Prophet, (&S%E]
Muadh, ’Are you a trouble maker, O Muadh?

£), said to

And he said to Abu Dhar, "Verily, you are a person with
some traits of pre-Islamic ignorance in you.””

So the President looked at Abdul Majeed Az Zindani, as if to
say; “What is your response?”

And Abdul Majeed Az Zindani did not have anything else to
say except, “Verily, that proof has been abrogated.”

And I want these words to be recorded here so that the
Scholars of the Muslims, those that defend the hizbis, will
know how they (the hizbis) rule upon the proofs. Who
preceded you, O Abdul Majeed, and said that this proof has
been abrogated? Ask the scholars if you are correct.

And if the Jinn from Ahlus Sunnah wish for Allah to raise
them, then it is upon them to hold firm to the Book of Allah
and to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah, ($E%E4]Z ). For
verily, the Messenger of Allah said:

2 77 Fos - .0 %

Thus, whoever turns away from my Sunnah is not
from me.114

114 Collected by Sahih Muslim 1401.
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And I am impressed by the statement of Shaykh Al Islam Ibn
Tamiyah, may Allah have mercy upon him, he said, “Allah
only raises a person according to his level of holding firm to
the Sunnah of the Messenger, ($E#Ed]s).”

—

Thus, hold fast to the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah
(4E584J2), for verily, the Prophet ( SE%&4]S ) said:
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Verily, whoever lives amongst you will see great
differing, therefore, hold on to my Sunnah and the
Sunnah of the rightly guided caliphs, bite down upon
it with your molar teeth.115

And returning to our advice to our brothers from amongst
the Jinn, we advise them to attend the classes of knoWledge.
And perhaps some people think that they (the Jinn) do not
attend the classes of knowledge.

And there was a man there from Sadah, and the Jinn used to
come to him to study the Quran; but the Jinn was ignorant;
and perhaps even a Shaytan. So the Jinn used to deceive our
companion from Sadah. So if anyone became sick, the Jinn
would say to him, “You must slaughter a black rooster.” So
he would say to the Jinn, “That is not permissible. “ So the
Jinn would say, “This sickness is not cured except by
slaughtering a black rooster.”

115 Collected by Abu Dawood 4607.
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Another person used to study in Riyadh, and a young Jinni
girl used to come to him to memorize Quran. So she used to
sit behind him, and he would give her coffee, so she would
take the coffee from him and drink it.

And another person used to study in the circles of
knowledge. This particular day, before he even realized it,
there was a voice saying, “O Shaykh, O Shaykh,” and those
present did not know who was speaking. So the Shaykh
said, “Yes, what do you want?” So the Jinn said, “These
companions of yours, who are arriving, are throwing a stick,
and it is not hitting anyone except us.”

So the Jinn are not prevented from attending the circles of
knowledge. And a brother informed me that he was
performing Rugiyah on a person who had become
possessed, so he (the Jinn) said to him, “You are reading
upon me, and I am a student of Abu Abdur Rahman Mugbil
ibn Haadi Al Waadi’ee.” And this brother, the one who was
doing the Ruqyabh is the brother Naasir Al Kareemi; then the
Jinn said to him, ”“You used to have a house beneath the
mountain.” And this was correct; the brother Naasir used to
live beneath the mountain he was here in Damaj. And
another person in Afghanistan likewise said: “I am a student
of Abu Abdur Rahman Mugbil ibn Haadi Al Waadi’ee.”

So there is nothing that prevents some of them from being
present during the classes, and we say to them welcome.

But as for those that cause harm and the devils,

F Y %
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And say "O my Lord! I seek refuge with Thee from
the suggestions of the Evil Ones. And I seek refuge
with You, O my Lord! Lest they should come near
me." 116

But as for the one that is present from the Jinn and is well

behaved, and benefits and returns and relays (the

knowledge) to his people and does not harm his brothers,

then it is no problem (if he attends the lessons). And he

studies the knowledge, acts upon it, and calls to Allah

because the religion is complete, comprehensive. Allah says:
{ Tl Jofatiltiiion i QK y

O you who believe! Enter into Islam whole-
heartedly.117

Meaning, take Islam in all of its aspects.

116 Soorah Al Muminoon (23:98)
117 Soorah Al Bagarah (2:208)
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JINN POSSESSION: ITS REALITY AND ITS
CAUSES 118

There are many proofs proving that the Jinn enter humans,
and Jinn entering humans is of two categories.

1st Entering humans to harm their bodies; and this is known
as demonic possession and satanic epilepsy.

2nd: Entering humans through whisper.

As for the Jinn entering the bodies of all humans without
exception, then the proof for this is numerous. From the
proof is what Allah said concerning Shaytan:

(ONFC TR )t
The one who whispers in the breasts of mankind 119

Thus, Shaytan enters into the breast, into the hearts and
whispers. Rather, it has come in Al Bukhari and Muslim
from the hadith of Safiyah that the Prophet (£E%E4[< ) said:

U1 T B3T3 e 52 DR O
Verily, Shaytan runs through the son of Adam like
his blood.120

The proof that the Jinn enter humans is numerous. Allah
said:

118 By Shaykh Muhammad Al Imaam
119 Soorah An Nas (114:5)
120 Collected by Al Bukhari 7171.
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And tell My servants to say that which is best.
Indeed, Satan induces [dissension] among them.
Indeed, Satan is to mankind, a clear enemy. 12

How does he induce dissension among them? He inflames
the blood of a person until he is driven to blind anger,
insulting, hitting, and killing, and the things Shaytan pushes
man to do.

As for the Jinn and Shaytan entering into him whom Allah
has decreed, in order to cause epilepsy and insanity, then the
proof in the Sunnah is clear and numerous. And the proof is
found in the Quran. Allah, the Exalted, said:

Those who consume interest cannot stand [on the
Day of Resurrection] except as one stands who is
being struck by Satan into insanity. 122

Thus, our Lord has clarified that Shaytan strikes some
people with insanity and causes harm to their bodies. This
possession which Shaytan does to people and beating them
is an affair which is witnessed. It does not require a lot of

121 Soorah Al-'Tsra (17:53)
122 Soorah Al Bagarah (2:275)
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proof, because it is witnessed. From arrogance is that the
arrogant will continue to be arrogant until he denies what is
witnessed and what he sees with his eyes. Those known as
the Mutazilah, as those who follow them, deny that Jinn and
Shaytan enter humans. This is ignorance of the proof. And
this is ignorance of the condition of some of the Muslims and
some of the people who have been tested with being
possessed by the devils and harmed by them with various
harms. This person is prevented from being intimate with
his wife; this one hates his family; this one is prevented from
walking; this one is prevented from seeing; this one is
prevented from hearing. Thus, the harms of Shaytan upon
man are many, some of them apparent and some of them
hidden.
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REASONS THE SHAYTAN AND JINN
OVERPOWER THE MUSLIMS

The means by way of which the Jinn and the devils arrive at
harming the Muslims are many. It shall suffice us to mention
some of them.

1st: The Jinn see us and most of the time we do not see them.
Allah, the Exalted, said concerning Iblis and his offspring:
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Indeed, he sees you, he and his tribe, from where you
do not see them. 123

The scholars of Tafseer have said the pronoun he refers to
Iblis. And his tribe refers to his offspring and progeny.
Shaykh Al-Islaam Ibn Taymiyah was asked about the
statement of the Exalted: “Indeed, he sees you, he and his
tribe, from where you do not see them.” Is this general,
meaning no one sees them, or do some people see them,
while others do not see them? He—may Allah have mercy
upon him —responded by saying: “It states in the Quran that
they see humans from where humans do not see them, and
this reality entails them seeing humans during times humans
do not see them. And this does not mean humans never see
them. Rather, some of the righteous people may see them,

123 Soorah Al ‘Araf (7:27)
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and some of the unrighteous people may see them also, but
they do not see them all the time.”124

Thus, their seeing us and our not seeing them makes it easy
for them to harm us. And whoever Allah protects will be
safe from their evil.

2nd: An abundance of doubts and desires

When the doubts and desires increase upon the Muslims, the
whispers of Shaytan are allowed to increase as will the
acceptance of what will deceive them. Shaykh Al-Islaam Ibn
Taymiyah said: “The abundance in whispers is according to
abundance of doubts and desires, and the attachment of the
heart to the beloved things which turn the hearts to seeking
them and the hated things which turn the hearts to repel
them.”

Thus, it is obligatory upon every male and female Muslim to
increase their understanding in the religion in order to
enlighten their intellects, purify their souls, and expand their
chest to the truth and put their hearts at ease with it.
Otherwise, I do not expect for your safety from the many
doubts and desires which are the breeding grounds for the
devils.

3rd; A heart which is heedless from the remembrance of

Allah

The Exalted said:

12¢ Majmoo’a Fatawa 7/15.
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And whoever is blinded from remembrance of the
Most Merciful - We appoint for him a devil, and he is
to him a companion. 1%

Shaykh Al-Islaam Ibn Taymiyah said in the Islamic edicts:
“Rather, Shaytan will devour his heart —meaning the heart
of the son of Adam—thus, if he remembers Allah, he
retreats; and if his heart is heedless from the remembrance of
Allah, he (Shaytan) whispers to him and he knows if he is
remembering Allah, or if he is heedless of His remembrance.
And he knows the seduction of his soul’s desires; thus, he
beautifies it for him. Shaytan is the whisperer who retreats if
the slave remembers his Lord, and if he is heedless of His
remembrance, he whispers to him. For this reason, leaving
the remembrance of Allah is a reason for the beginning of
false Aqeedah and corrupt desires. And from the
remembrance of Allah is recitation of His Book and
understanding it.”

And he also said in the same book: “Shaytan is only
prevented from entering the heart of the son of Adam based
upon the remembrance of Allah which He sent the
Messengers with. If they are void of this, Shaytan controls

14

him.

125 Soorah Az-Zukhruf (43:36-37)
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4t; The Muslims harming the Jinn and aggressing against
them intentionally or unintentionally. From the reasons the
Jinn attack the Muslim is the harms the Muslim place upon
them. Ibn Taymiyyah said in his collection of Islamic edicts
while speaking of the reasons the Jinn possess humans:
“Sometimes the humans will harm them if he urinates on
them or pours hot water upon them, or he may kill some of
them or other types of harms; this comes from those most
severely possessed and many of those possessed who are
killed. Thus, whoever deals with the Jinn and Shaytan with
justice, then Allah will aid him against them and turn them
away from him. And most of the time, this occurs between
the oppressive Jinn and the Muslims because the Jinn shift
into a form, thus, appearing to the humans as snakes,
scorpions, dogs, cats, and other creatures; thus, the Muslim
becomes afraid of them, believing they are the known
creation which they appear to be so they strike them or kill
them based upon this, not because they wanted to harm the
Jinn. The Islamic legislation allows the killing of the
previously mentioned creatures if they are harmful, without
warning, with the exception being the house snake. The
house snake is warned three times. And some of the Jinn live
in trash and behind the houses where the people do not see
them; thus, he may throw something on them. As a result,
the Jinn will be harmed, and thus, take revenge. At any rate,
it is not permissible for the Muslim to intend to harm the
Jinn. And he seeks Allah’s aid against them if they harm

14

him.

5th; Due to love or infatuation from the male or female Jinn
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Ibn Taymiyyah said in his collection of Islamic edicts: “Their
possessing humans could be due to desires, yearnings, and
passion. Just as people love each other, a Jinn could love a
human, just as a man loves a woman and a woman loves a
man. Thus, they will have jealousy for them and serve them
with things, and if they begin a new relationship with
someone else, they may punish them by killing them or
otherwise. All of this has occurred. And likewise, the female
Jinn, some of them want from humans whom they serve the
same thing female humans want from men. This occurs a lot
from male and female Jinn. Thus, many of their men (Jinn)
are intimate with women from the humans just as men from
the humans are, and they may do this with males. Thus, it is
upon the male and female Muslim to be diligent upon the
legislative remembrance, especially that which is connected
to entering the bathroom and at the time of intercourse. This
is because undressing without remembering Allah is from
the reasons for the Jinn to become passionate with the
humans.”

6th: Due to playing with the humans

Shaykh Al-Islaam Ibn Taymiyah said in his collection of
Fatawah while speaking about the Jinn playing with
humans: “Sometimes the Jinn mock and play with humans
just as the foolish humans play with the wayfarer.”

And Allah will suffice His slaves from the evil of these
foolish individuals by their seeking refuge in Him,
supplicating to Him and worshipping Him.
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7th: Some of the Jinn harm some of the Muslims to discipline
them for committing sins and innovation. It has occurred
that some of the Jinn who possessed some of the Muslims
from the humans stated the reason for his entering the
Muslim is because the Muslim was disobedient or an
innovator. This means these Jinn were jealous for the sake of
Islam; thus, they harm the disobedient Muslims. And this is
not permissible from two angles: from the standpoint that
the Jinn entering the Muslims in not permissible, and from
the standpoint they deal with the sinners in a manner which
is not legislated. Thus, it is not permissible for them to hit
the sinners or to harm them in any manner; rather, it is not
permissible for the Jinn to advise the Muslims because their
advising them could lead to striking fear into them. The
summary, much of what occurs in this interaction with the
Muslims comes from the ignorant Jinn, even if they are
Muslims.

8th; The Jinn harm the Muslims as a trial and test.

And Allah has wisdom in what He decrees for the righteous
slaves from allowing the Jinn to possess them, such as the
Shaytan harming the Prophet of Allah, Ayub, peace be upon
him.
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SELECTED FATWA RELATED TO THE JINN

1. Is sleep paralysis caused by the Jinn?

(Translator’s note: ‘Jathoom [#si2], translated as incubus, is a
type of sleep paralysis, where the person is unable to move
or speak.)

Question: Our sister says: “I suffer a lot for the illness of
Jathoom (sleep paralysis). And I hear a lot of people say they
suffer a lot from this illness. What is the origin of this illness?
Is it physical, physiological, or is it from the Jinn? And what
is the way to get rid of it?”

Shaykh bin Baz: “I do not know anything clear concerning
this matter, but I advise with using the legislated means of
seeking refuge at the time of sleep. The person says the
legislated remembrance at the time of sleep. Allah, none has
the right to be worshipped but He, the Ever Living, the One
Who sustains and protects all that exists...Ayatul Kursi.
And he recites: Say "He is Allah, (the) One...,” and Soorah
Al Falaq and Soorah An Nas; three times at the time for
sleep. And he will be saved by way of this, if Allah wills.

And he says:
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I seek refuge with the complete words of Allah from
the evil of what He has created.
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He says this three times at bed time and during the first part
of the night. And he says:
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In the Name of Allah, who with His Name, nothing
in the earth or the heavens can cause harm, and He is
the Hearing, the Knowing.

He says this three times during the first part of the night or
at bed time. All of this is from the means of protection from
this Jathoom. And most likely —and Allah knows best — this
is from the actions of Shaytan. But this remembrance and
seeking refuge will remove him and prevent him; and all
praises belong to Allah.

Questioner: “Noble Shaykh, the sister says she is persistent
upon the remembrance of the morning and the evening.”

Shaykh bin Baz: “When she fulfills this, this evil will go
away. When she fulfills this, and she is upon knowledge
concerning this, with certainty, and sincerity, Allah will
protect her from this evil.”

2. Can the Jinn steal material items from the home?

Question: May Allah give you good. The first question is
from the questions from Miraath website. The questioner
from Algeria says. May Allah give you good O Shaykh; is it
possible for the Jinn to steal or take material items from the
house, such as gold or wealth?
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Shaykh Ubaid: This category of Jinn does indeed perform
the action mention in the question. And that which I found
through investigating the situations of the people is that the
magicians and charlatans use them (the Jinn) for this
purpose. Thus the Jinn place a condition upon them that
they seek nearness to them by providing an offering to them.
Thus by way of this they fall into shirk. So if they (the
magicians and charlatans) do what the Jinn want, they do
what they (the magicians and charlatans) want; from
stealing, murder, possessing people and other than that.

3. Is it possible for Jinn and humans to be intimate
together?

Question: O noble Shaykh in Soorah Ar Rahman Allah says:
(WG HE 5455 5)
Untouched before them by man or jinn. 126

Are Jinn able to be intimate with the women of this world?

Shaykh Uthaymeen:In Soorah Ar Rahman—as the
questioner mentioned: (Allah said)
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Untouched before them by man or Jinn. 127

126 Soorah Ar Rahman (55:56)
127 Soorah Ar Rahman (55:56)
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This verse proves Jinn will enter paradise if they were
believers; and this is the correct viewpoint. As for the
disbelievers from the Jinn entering the fire, then this is
agreed upon by the consensus. This is based upon the
statement of Allah the Exalted:
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(Allah) will say: “Enter you in the company of nations
who passed away before you, of men and jinns, into
the Fire.” 128

He asks is it possible for a male Jinn to be intimate with a
female from the humans, thus having sexual intercourse
with her? Or is it possible for a male from the humans to
have sexual intercourse with female Jinn?

The scholars say this is possible. It is possible for male Jinn
to have sexual intercourse with a female from the humans
and she will be aware of it. And likewise it is possible for a
male from the humans to have sexual intercourse with a
female Jinn and he will perceive this.

4. What is the Language of the Jinn?

Question: The questioner asks concerning the language of
the jinn, O Eminent Shaykh?

Shaykh Abdul Aziz ibn Baz: That which is apparent is that
they are like humans, in that they have various languages.

128 Soorah Al “Araf (7:38)
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Amongst them there is the English (Jinn), amongst them
there is the French, amongst them there is the American and
amongst them there is the non-Arab and the Arab; (there are
various) races amongst them. Because Allah has said
concerning them:

{ Oinah B8t sl il y

“There are among us some that are righteous and
some that are contrary; we are groups having
different ways.” 129
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And they are upon different sects. He, Glorified be
He, has said: “And some of us are Muslims and some
of us are Qaasitoon (disbelievers).” 130

So they are of different groups and sects. Amongst them
there is the pure and amongst them there is the impure.
Amongst them there is the Jahmee (follower of the teachings
of the Jahmiyyah), amongst them there is the Sunnee
(follower of the Sunnah), amongst them there is the
Raafidhee (from the extreme Shee’ah), amongst them there is
the Christian, amongst them there is the Jew and amongst
them there is other than that. (They are of) various groups
and sects: “There are among us some that are righteous and

129 Jinn (72: 11)
130 Jinn (72:14)
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some that are contrary; we are groups having different
ways.” (Jinn 72: 11) His statement: “...some that are
contrary...” is general including (all) other groups.13!

5. Question: Some people utilize Bakhoor (incense) sold by
perfume salesmen, claiming it repels the devils?

Shaykh Abdul Aziz ibn Baz: I do not know any legislative
basis for this action. It is obligatory to leave it because it is a
superstition which has no basis. Shaytan is only repelled by
increasing in the remembrance of Allah, recitation of the
Quran and seeking refuge in the perfect Words of Allah
from the evil He created. And it has been authenticated from
the Prophet that he said:
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Whoever stops to rest at a place and says, ‘I seek
refuge in the perfect words of Allah from the evil of

that which He has created’, will not be harmed until
he leaves that place

And a man said to him, O Messenger of Allah I was stung
by a scorpion last night; so the Prophet said to him:

181 This Fatwa was translated by Raha Batts
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If you would have said, ‘I seek refuge in the perfect
words of Allah from the evil He created it would not
have harmed you

And the Prophet said:
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Whoever says when the morning comes, ‘In the name
of Allah with Whose name nothing is harmed on
earth nor in heaven, and He is the All-Hearing, All-
Knowing’; three times will not be harmed by
anything until the evening, and whoever says it in the
evening will not be harmed by anything until the
morning
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