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Al-hamdu lillaah. Indeed, all praise is due to Allaah. We praise
Him and seek His help and forgiveness. We seek refuge with
Allaah from our souls’ evils and our wrong doings. He whom
Allaah guides, no one can misguide; and he whom He
misguides, no one can
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I bear witness that there is no (true) vod except Allaah —
alone without any partners. And I bear witness that
Muhammad (8) is His ‘abd (servant) and messenger.
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«O you who believe! Revere Allaah the
rightreverence, and do not die except as Muslims.»”

1 The above two paragraphs, together with the following three portions of
Qur’aan, are called Khutbat ul-Haajah (the Sermon of Need). Allaah’s
Messenger (88) often started his speeches with this sermon, and he was
keen to teach it to his companions. The hadeethsin this regard are recorded

by Muslim, Aboo Daawood, an-Nasaa’ee, and others, and are narrated by
Ibn Mas’ood, Ibn ‘Abbaas, and others (4). A full discussion of the various
reports of this sermon is provided by al-Albaanee in his booklet, “Khutbat ul-
Haajah", published by al-Maktab ul-Islaamee, Beirut.

2 Aal ‘Imraan 3:102.
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«O people! Revere your Lord who has created
you from a single soul, created from it its mate,
and dispersed from both of them many men and
women. Revere Allaah through whom you
demand things from one another, and (cherish
the ties of) the wombs. Indeed, Allaah is
ever-watchful over you.»

'
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«O you who believe! Revere Allaah and say just
words. He will then rectify your deeds and
forgive your sins. He who obeys Allaah and His

Messenger
has certainly achieved a great

victory.»
2
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Indeed, the best speech is Allaah’s (az) speech; the best

guidance is Muhammad’s (8) guidance; and the worst matters
(in creed or worship) are thoseet mnovated (by the people), for
every innovated matter is a bid‘ah (prohibited innovation), and
every bid’ahis an act

of misguidance that (whoever initiated it)
will residein the Fire.°

1 An-Nisaa’ 4:1.
Al-Ahzaab 33:70-71.

3 Muslim and others have recorded from Jaabir Bin ‘Abdillaah (te) that
Allaah’s Messenger (88) used to start his speeches with this paragraph.

2
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A Word to Parents and Educators

THE GOALS OF TRUE EDUCATION

True Education is that which improves a person’s knowledge
and understanding of his Deen. Itmakes him more aware of the
purpose of his creation and his role in this life. It builds in his
heart a strong belief that enables him to distinguish between the
right and wrong, and a strong eemaan that compels him to abide
by the right and refrain from the wrong.

True education is a social necessity. It is a prerequisite for
attaining success and dignity similar to those that were enjoyed
by the first Muslim generations.

FAULTS IN CURRENT ISLAAMIC CURRICULA

It is indeed sad to see that education, with the above goals, has
largely vanished from among the Muslims. Most of those who
took its lead lack in clear Islaamic knowledge and vision. In
their heart, there is a great void that they attempt to fill with
numerous imported educational theories, causing a severe
distortion to the Islaamic identity.

Verily, a quick review of the available Islaamic curricula, as
well as the books available for children’s reading, exposes an
obvious problem. There is an serious confusion in determining
the right approach and material to present to the children.

We find that the themes of many Islaamic children’s books
revolve around magic and superstition, deviant beliefs and
practices, historical falsehoods and slanders, offensive thought,
or disguised invitations to religious or ideological beliefs that
contradict Islaam!

MENDING THE RIFT

All of this has prompted us to write for our beloved youth
books meant to help in filling the current gaps and mending the
current rifts.

In these books, as in the rest of our publications, we base the
material that we present on the authentic sources: Allaah’s Book,
HisMessenger’s (4) Sunnah, and the clear understanding of the
true scholars of Islaam.

In these books, we use easy language and present the
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concepts in a simplified manner. We do this without
compromising the accuracy or breadth of coverage. This makes
these books ideal as textbooks for elementary and intermediate
school levels. In addition, their attractive appearance and
numerous exercises make them useful sources of both
knowledge and entertainment.

This publication is, therefore, a humble response to our
realization of a great responsibility: the responsibility ofbringing
forth, before the English speaking youth, reading and study
materials that refine the Islaamic concepts and present Islaam
pure and simple, as close as possible to the way that it was
understood and practiced by its early good pioneers - the Salaf.

EemaanMade Easy

The “Eemaan Made Easy” series covers the six pillars of Eemaan
mentioned in the hadeeth of Jibreel (8) and elaborates on some
subjects related to them. The material is well-founded on
authentic proofs from the Qur’aan and Sunnah. The books are
written in easy language, making them accessible to individuals
with limited vocabulary.

This series covers the six pillars of Eemaan and related
subjects as follows:

1. Knowing Allaah
2. Knowing the Angels
3. Knowing Allaah’s Books & the Qur’aan
4. Knowing Allaah’s Prophets & Messengers
5. Knowing the Last Day
6. Knowing Allaah’s Decree — the Qadar

Each book is structured into chapters, sections, and
subsection to organize learning and facilitate grasping the
concepts. Furthermore, each chapter includes exercises to
emphasize, review, and reinforce the concepts. All of this makes
the Eemaan Made Easy series a valuable source of reliable study
material for schools and individuals.
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Technicalities

TRANSLATING AND TRANSLITERATING ARABIC

In our attempt to minimize the use of Arabic terms, we use
transliterated Arabic terms in the following two situations only:

a) When no English expression is found that can reflect the
“game meaning as the original term.

b) When it is judged that an Arabic term is of such
importance that it is essential to familiarize the reader
with it.

At the end of this book, we have included a glossary
defining common Arabic terms that fulfill the above criteria.

Except for proper nouns, transliterated Arabic terms are
italicized. In general, the rules of English pronunciation can be
applied. The following table includes additional symbols
employed in this book to help pronounce Arabic terms.

Stands for English Equivalent Sounds

aa, Aa (\) Alif Mostly: Man, sad.’
(long vowel a) | At times: Father, hard, god.

00, Oo (s) Waaw Root, soup, flute.
(long vowel u)

ee, Ee (s) Yaa’ Seed, lean, piece, receive.
(long vowel i)

(«) Hamzah
The first consonant vocal sound
uttered when saying: at, it or gh.

Th, th (&) Thaa’ Three, moth.

No equivalent. Produced in the lower
H,h Haa’ throat, below “h”. Resembles the sound

produced after swallowing.

>) Kha’ No equivalent. Produced in the back of
Kh, kh @ the mouth and top of the throat.

Symbol
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TRANSLATING AND REFERENCING QUR’AAN AND HADEETH

The Qur’aan contains Allaah’s exact words. These words cannot
be exactly translated into other languages because of possible
misinterpretations and limited human understanding. When an
aayah is cited, the Arabic text is quoted followed, between
double angle quotation marks, by the English meaning in
«boldface». The meaning is extracted from books of tafseer and
accessible translations.

The location of a Qur’aanic citation is specified in a footnote,
providing the name of the soorah, its number, and the number(s)
of the aayah(s) cited.

Similarly, the Arabic text of a hadeeth is quoted first. Its
meaning is then presented in <boldface>, between single angle
quotationmarks. If the hadeeth relates a supplication, we usually

Symbol Stands for English Equivalent Sounds

Th, th (3) Thaal There, mother.

A deeper “s” sound. Somewhat close
5,8 (U2) Saad to the “sc” in “muscle”.

Sounds deeper than a “d”. Produced
Dh, dh (42) Dhaad by touching the tongue to the mouth's

roof.

T,t (L) Tah Similar but deeper than a “t”.

A deeper thaal, produced by touching
Z, Z (4) Zah the tip of the tongue to the back of the

front teeth.

‘Ayn Produced in the bottom of the throat,wy underneath “h”.

A gurgling sound produced in the
5 back of themouth, just above the khaa’.

Gh, gh ©) Ghayn Similar to the “R” in some french
accents.

aq (3) Quaf
Somewhat similar to the “c” in
“coffee”.
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present, as well, a full transliteration to help pronounce the
supplication.

A footnote normally specifies the location of a cited hadeeth
in the books of Sunnah, as well as its degree of authenticity and
the names of scholars who made such a judgment.

NOTABLE UTTERANCES

Out of love, appreciation, gratitude or other noble feelings, a
Muslim is encouraged to say certain phrases at the mention of
Allaah, His messengers, the angels, the sahaabah, or other
righteous Muslims. We present these phrases in condensed
Arabic calligraphy as follows:

Phrase | Said after | Transliteration |Meaning

a Allaah’s Subhaanahoo wa He is exalted above

Name ta‘aalaa. weakness and

indignity.

& Allaah’s ‘Azza wa-jall. May He be exalted

Name and glorified.

ge Allaah’s Jalla jalaaluh. May His glory be

Name exalted.

& Muhammad Salla ’Llaahu Allaah's peace and
or other ‘alayhi wa sallam. | praise be on him.

prophets

ee Prophets ‘Alayh is-Salaam. | Peace be on him.
and angels

& A male Radhiya ‘Llaahu | May Allaah be

companion ‘anhu. pleased with him.

ee A female | Radhiya ‘Llaahu | May Allaah be

companion | ‘anhaa. pleased with her.

3 Two Radhiya ’Llaahu May Allaah be

companion j ‘anhumaa. pleased with them.

Several Radhiya ‘Llaahu | May Allaah be

companions | ‘anhum. pleased with them.
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When coming across any of these symbols, the reader is
advised to say the complete phrase in order to obtain the reward
of saying the appropriate thikr or du‘aa’.

Acknowledgements
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Phrase Said after Transliteration Meaning
A scholar
or righteous
Muslim.

Rahimahu 'Llaah. May Allaah have
mercy on him.

Muhammad



CHAPTER 1

THE FIFTH PILLAR

The Six Pillars of Faith

In the first book of this series

(Knowing Allaah), we discussed the
Six Pillars of Faith. These pillars |

were mentioned in the hadeeth of ™™™
Jibreel (388), when he came to the | +:

Prophet (8%) and asked him about Islaam, Eemaan, Ihsaan, and
the Last Hour. The Six Pillars are:

HNL MH t

1. Belief in Allaah 4, Belief in the messengers

2. Belief in the angels 5. Belief in the Last Day
3. Belief in the books 6. Belief in the gadar.

We must believe in all of these pillars. Allaah ($#) mentions
the first four of them in the following aayah:

% 4a. le
“ te, ,cingpad y <4 coe atl Jal LeySil Gale)

ws4
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«The Messenger (Muhammad) believes in what
was sent down to him from his Lord, and so do
the believers. They all believe in Allaah, His
angels, His books, and His messengers.»

*

1 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:285.
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Allaah (8%) also mentions five of them in the following:
‘
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«Righteousness does not (only) mean that you\ tun your faces toward east or west (in the
prayer); righteousness is believing in Allaah, the
Last Day, the angels, the books (of Allaah), and
the prophets, ...» *

Anyone who does not believe in every single one of these
pillars is not a true believer. Allaah (8) says:
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«Anyone who does not believe in Allaah, His
angels, His books, His messengers, or the Last
Day, is surely greatly misguided.» ” 5

portance of Believing in the Last Day

Belief in al-Yawm ul-Aakhir (the Last Day) is
one of the six pillars of Eemaan (faith).

In the above aayaat, we realize the
importance of believing in the Last Day
when we see that Allaah (8%) mentions it
together with the belief in Him.

The Last Day is mentioned and discussed in almost every
soorah (chapter) of the Qur'aan. The discussions are presented in

EMAA

1 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:177.
2 Soorat an-Nisaa’ 4:136
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various ways — by proof and evidence, by example and
demonstration, and by description of various events and scenes.

Correct understanding and belief in the Last Day is
important and beneficial to us for the following reasons:

1. It strengthens our belief in Allaah’s (3%) knowledge,wisdom,
and justice. It makes us understand that Allaah ($¥) did not
create the world aimlessly— rather, He created it for a great
wisdom that will become even more clear in thenext life.

2. It encourages us to act righteously in order to deserve the
Last Day’s rewards and avoid its punishment.

3. It helps us understand the reason for our existence, the
ultimate goal that we should seriously pursue, and the final
destination of Allaah’s creation. This gives our life
importance and purpose, and enables us to live happily by
being focused ona clear goal.

4, It clarifies to us wrong beliefs about the Last Day held by
non-Muslims: They either totally deny it and think that death
turns them permanently to dirt, or they have misconceptions
about it that belittle Allaah’s wisdom and justice.

Names of the Last Day

The Last Day is not a normal day comparable to this life’s days.
Rather, it is extremely long, starting with total destruction of the
universe, then rebuilding it and resurrecting the dead, then

assembling and judging the creation over a period of many
thousand years, then the eternal life in Jannah or in Hell.

In the Qur'aan, Allaah (8€) gives many names to the Last
Day. Each one of these names describes a situation or event that
will occur during it. In the following table, we list and explain
some of these names. Following the table, we cite some aayaat in
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which these names are mentioned.

clad CaS MT 55 LOT soul SITUS!B58

«We are your protectors (O righteous believers)
in the worldly life, as well as in the Hereafter.» '

;
ie age oy “74 oot ae2. px sll abl tS 3 pond a bal [ial Gull JE)

or 0 748
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«But those who were given the knowledge and
faith will say, “Indeed, you have stayed (in your
graves), according to Allaah’s decree, until

1 Soorat Fussilat 41:30-32.

—
Name Meaning Events

Al-Aakhirah . The life that follows ourLast Life or .
or al-Yawm Last Da current life.

ul-Aakhir
Yawm ul- The Day of |Allaah will bring the people
Ba‘th Resurrection |back to life.

The Day of |The people will rise from their
Yawm ul-
Qiyaamah

Rising or |graves, and will also stand
Standing Allaah (8).

On the Last Hour, Allaah (8)
As-Saa’ah

The (Last) |will destroy the whole world
Hour and will then recreate it

differently for the next life.

Yawm ul- The Day of |Everyone will have to account

Hisaab Reckoning | for what he did in this life.

Yawm ud- The Day of |Allaah (8%) will judge all
Deen Judgment people for what they did.

before

(Or
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Resurrection Day. This, then, is Resurrection
Day, but you did not know.» *
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«On the Day of Qiyaamah, you will see those
who lied about Allaah (by worshiping others
besides Him) with their faces blackened. Is there
not in Hell a residence for the arrogant?»

”

\ gt tsell 35 4 SS) 124UT Got
«O people! Fear and obey your Lord. Indeed, the
eruption of the Final Hour is a terrible thing.» °

4
Yo 8 OS ” - 3FEE IS os (S55gt She Bl”: sage ED)
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«Moosaa said, “Indeed, I take refuge (protection)
with my Lord and your Lord from every tyrantwho does not believein the Day of Account!”»

£ KOol 634 Ae)
«(Allaah is) the only Owner and ruling Judge of
the Day of Judgment.»

°

Among the Last Day’smany names in the Qur’aan are: Yawm

ul-Khurooj (the Day of Exiting from the Graves), Yawm ul-Hashr

a
FP

Soorat ar-Room 30:56.
Soorat az-Zumar 39:60.
Soorat al-Hajj 22:1.
Soorat Ghaafir 40:27.
Soorat al-Faatihah 1:4.

4. (On

(OS Cosi
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(the Day of Assembly), Yawm ul-Fasl ( the Day of Resolution),
Yawm ul-Hasrah (the Day of Regret), Yawm ul-Khulood (the Day
of Eternity), al-Qaari‘ah (the Striking Calamity), as-Saakhkhah (the
Deafening Blow), al-Ghaashiyah (the Overpowering Event), at-
Taammat ul-Kubraa (the Major Overwhelming Calamity), al-

Waagi‘ah (the Major Event), al-Haagqqah (the Sure Truth), and so
on.

Purpose of the Creation

Allaah (88) tells us in the Qur'aan that He did not create the
world without an important purpose. Rather, He created it for
a great goal and purpose.

Allaah (8%) created us, favored us with many talents and
abilities, and allowed us access to numerous resources in the
land, sea, and space. He made us masters of the earth and all
that is in it. Could He have done all of this for no reason? If you
came across a powerful and magnificent machine and asked its

engineer why he built it, do you think he will say, “For no
reason at all!” Such a wasteful action cannot to be expected even
from a foolish person. How could it then be attributed to Allaah
the All-Wise? Exalted is He. Allaah (8%) says:

“4
3)

Te vo4 of
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WANG CO
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«Did you then think that We created you
pointlessly and that youwill not be brought back
to Us (for account)? Exalted is Allaah, the True
Sovereign! There is no (true) god but Him, the
Lord of the Noble Throne.» '

1 Soorat al-Mu’minoon 23:115-116.
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When Will the Last Day Come?

Allaah (88) did not reveal to anyone the time of the Last Day—
not even to His messengers or close angels. Allaah ($8) says:

LY chad she 532 atl)
«To Him belongs the knowledge of the Hour.» '

And He (88) says:
|

tae ES Gis SUPae

oe
isJe)

rer els gli CAM GS) Glad Y
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abl ae LS: 5. Sls 5 Ls“.$35 |

VAY GL Yull Sst 2SFir
«They ask you (OQ Muhammad) about the Hour:
when is its arrival? Say, “This knowledge is only
with my Lord. None will reveal its time except
Him. Its burden is heavy upon the heavens and
the earth. It will not come to you except
suddenly.” They ask you as if you are familiar
with it. Say, “This knowledge is only with
Allaah; but most of the people do not know.”» ”

Events of the Last Day

In the remaining chapters of this book, we discuss the various
events of the Last Day according to the sequence depicted in the

1 Soorat Fussilat 41:47.
2 Soorat al-A‘raaf 7:187.
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following diagram:

SEQUENCE OF MAJOR EVENTS DURING JUDGMENT DAY

QO “Bellevers” are those
who hold a true belief
aboutAllaah.

Q “Non-bellevers” are
those who willfully
reject the faith after it
is clearly presented to
them.

Q “Hypocrites” are non-
believers at heart, but
claim to be believers.

Last Hour

(As-Saa* ah)
z
3

Te
Yy

a

Resurrection
(Al-Ba‘th)

a
7
vs

Ys
3

embly

A 4

& Hypocrites

N
on

-B
el
le
ve
rs

AA ~~ So
m
e

Hell

(Jahannam)

Bridge Over Hell
(As-Siraat)

x All non-believers,
Including most
hypocrites, will be taken
to Hell right after
Judgment.

x For additional humiliation,
some hypocrites will be
delayed and will only fall
to Hell while passing over
theSiraat.

%x Many believers who(Al-Hashr)
committed major sins
and had very few good
deeds will be painfully
punished in Hell before
they are admitted to
Jannah.Judgment

(Al-Hiscrab)
Sinful Bellevers

2

Hypocrites

Paradise
(Jannah)

Sinful Bellevers

Bridge to Jannah ~—Believers

(Al-Qantarah)

Punished
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Quesiions and Exercises

1. In the following table, check all true statements
(16 points):

Statement

Belief in the Last Day strengthens our belief in Allaah.

Belief in the Last Day makes it difficult to understand
the reason for our existence.

Belief in the Last Day does not tell us much about the
final destination of the creation.

Most soorahs of the Qur’aan do not discuss the Last Day.

The Last Day is presented in the Qur’aan with proofs,
examples, and description.

The pagan Arabs had correct beliefs about the Last Day.

The non-Muslims have misconceptions about the Last
Day.

Allaah (8%) did not create this world pointlessly.

Belief in the Last Day should not affect our behavior in
this life.

Having a purpose in life makes a person happy.

A wise person would not waste his time in useless
matters.

Belief in the Last Day is one of the Pillars of Faith.

The Last Day will be a short Day.

No believer will ever enter Hell.
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2. In the following table, check all pillars of faith that are
mentioned in each of the three aayaat (6 points):

3. Mention and discuss four important benefits of believing in
the Last Day (12 points):

1

Statement

The hypocrites are non-believers.

Some hypocrites will fall off the Siraat into Hell.

Pillar of Faith

Aayah 1 |2 |}3 |4 {5
Al-Bagarah 2:177

Al-Bagarah 2:285

An-Nisaa’ 4:136
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4. Mention and briefly explain six names of the Last Day
(12 points):

1

5. Describe seven main events of the Last Day (7 points):

1
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6. Who besides Allaah knows the time of the Hour? (Put a V next
to any right answer; 2 points)

7. Mention and explain four of the Last Day’s additional names
that we listed on page5 (8 points):

1

Jibreel (8)Muhammad (8)

All prophets o one



CHAPTER 2

RESURRECTION & ASSEMBLY

The Day of Doom

The Last Day begins with total destruction of this world.
Allaah (88) says:

* és 6 soe eo . erty
$5 SB WAN pte GOTe pe YD°

4%
MA (SSSI YIMO Ssh

«Do not invoke other gods besides Allaah. There
is no (true) god except Him. Everything will
perish except His Face (i.e. except Him). To Him
belongs the Judgment, and to Him will you be
returned.» *

DEATH OF ALL CREATED BEINGS

The destruction will start when an angel blows a horn by
Allaah’s (8%) command, causing global death. Allaah says:(88)

oe, éy

Te
°

ote . oe4Apl Cal US oY! geal ood yey

«The Horm will be blown. Whoever is in the
heavens or on earth will then fall dead, except
those whom Allaah will spare.» ”

1 Soorat al-Qasas 28:88.
2 Soorat az-Zumar 39:68.

13



Chapter 2 14 Eemaan Made Easy - 5

We are not told who are those that Allaah (8) will spare
from thatmajor death following the Horn’s blow. Some scholars
believe that they include some angels, such as the Blower of the
Horn, and some of the inhabitants of Jannah. Allaah knows best.

Aboo Sa’eed al-Khudree (4) reported that the Prophet (8)
said:

ewes ots cost! cole oti Ads eal AS)
1-7 64

4

©
Pets Sf ase GI ety caren gtualsW (

«How can I feel secure when the Holder of the
Horn has placed the Horn against his lips and
has bent his forehead. He listens carefully,
awaiting the command to blow so as to blow it. '

This teaches us that we must not feel too secure either.
Rather, we should always be obedient to Allaah and prepared
for this blow that may happen during our lifetime.

DESTRUCTION OF THE UNIVERSE

After this blow, the earth will be flattened, the mountains will
be turned into floating sand dunes, and major changes will take
place in the whole universe. Allaah (8%) says:

ELS BIS O ELS Mb liad yoeS)
ab CO Gi IYO ake

gles4

rm

«They ask you about the mountains. Say, “My
Lord will blow them away with a blast, leaving
it (the earth) a flat plane, so that you will see in
it no dents or rises (i.e. valleys or mountains).”» *

1 Recorded by Ahmad, at-Tirmithee, and others. Verified to be authentic by
al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 1079).

2 Taahaa 20:105-107.
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And Allaah (8%) says:

BG O bb BG O Lois BD

O 65dLS BG O JL BGOSL
Say

all If © a3} Geni Bly O Liat laa By

Bi OGi BOGs3 GLOok
BG O batadi BGObas

VE-\ 2S(O Gt. bale O CHI
«When the sun will be shrouded in darkness,
when the stars will be extinguished, when the
mountains will be made to vanish, when the
pregnant she-camels will be left untended, when
the beasts will be crowded together (in terror),
when the seas will be set on fire, when the souls
will be coupled ', when the girl who was buried
alive will question the crime for which she was
killed, when the scrolls (of records) will be
unfolded, when the sky will be stripped away,

1 This means that every person will be joined with his record of deeds. It also
means that the people, whether good or bad, will be joined with people like
them.

wt.

Jlod —)

SB fi

(pas
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when the Hellfire will be set ablaze, and when
Jannahwill be brought into view: Every soulwill
then come to know what it has done.» '

And Allaah (8%) says:
, °e

A417 0 +a4r 4 ole An

O wos Sled! 1315 O CEST OSTSUT BG O LOT SD

LBV COOly Cale O Opis
5all 131

oy

CONS Ve Cath

«When the sky will break down, when the stars
will scatter, when the seas will be exploded, and
when the graves will overturn (to release their
contents) — every soul will then know what it
has put forth or held back.» ?

These events will be far greater than any catastrophes we
have ever witnessed or viewed on television, such as

earthquakes, volcanoes, tornadoes, or hurricanes. The smaller
catastrophes that we see should remind us of the major one that
is yet to come, and should move us to fear and obey Allaah (3)
who is in control of everything.

Recreation

THE WORLD’S RECREATION

Following the destruction of the universe and its inhabitants,
Allaah (8%) will replace the earth and heavens with new ones.
He (88) says:

gfe byt eon AG

¥l8 Jus en
EN €OGil soll ab Lies

ol ly WA

oly!
1 Soorat at-Takweer 81:1-14.
2 Soorat al-Infitaar 82:1-5.
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«(Judgment will be) on the Day when the earth
will be replaced by a different earth, and the
heavens as well, and they (the people) will come
out before Allaah, the One, the Prevailing.» '

The earth that we know will be replaced by another one that
is extremely wide, totally flat, and has no landmarks. Sahl Bin
Sa‘d (#%) reported that the Prophet (8) said:

cA
pho

Clee yoy! gle yp (wll toa»dolLal
a

£ ‘
¥ we OAS(oY ples Legend egg! Le) aS

<During Resurrection Day, the people will be
assembled upon a yellowish-white land, like a
white-flour dough, without any landmarks.» ”

THE RESURRECTION

After the earth’s destruction and recreation, will the people’s
bodies be transported to the new earth or will they be recreated
from scratch? We have no knowledge of this, but we know that
it is all within the power of the One who created us the first
time.

A while after the first blow, the Horn will be blown again,
and all people will rise from death. Allaah (88) says:

oY) od Et Ol do Gradpall(5 RED
at OS aie é

+ of N79 Te
NA pos)CO Goes AGS 3G GS ad Gad a abd

“pee|

«And the Horn will be blown. All who are in the
heavens and on earth will fall dead, except those
whom Allaah will spare. Then it will be blown

1 Soorat Ibraaheem 14:48.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.
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again, and at once they will all be standing and
looking around them.» '

The second blow will be forty long periods after the first one.
We are not told what is the length of these forty periods. Aboo
Hurayrah (4) reported that the Prophet (8) said:

4
IL tog - 4

ths

crt UT Sj 8 not) Ge Le»
, , 4s os

JEST ts LS cele clan!

OPH)

<Between the two blows, there will be forty (eras
of time). Allaah will then send down rain from
the sky, and they (the people) will grow
like vegetation.»

” po
This rain will be like light dew. Ibn ‘Umar (vf) ' 44

reported that the Prophet (&) said: by ro?
é « # a? ; .

Wil Joa od alll 5
: a 4 a 3 6

(09 Ay abd op 1B sel dod ~ eld! shel ane Cotes

<The Hornwill be blown, and all people will die.
Allaah will then send down rain like dew
causing the people’s bodies to grow. It will then
be blown again, and they will rise and look
around. °

The people’s recreation will start from their tail-bone. These
tiny bones will act like seeds, and we will all sprout from them
like plants sprout from their seeds. How different this will be
from the way we were first created! This tells us of Allaah’s

1 Soorat az-Zumar 39:68.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
3 Recorded by Muslim.

Allaanwill send down
raln frornthe sky.

~~

ve Grad pall |, ee)
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great power and wisdom. Aboo Hurayrah (4) reported that the
Prophet (8) said:

o 2 o ’ ’ ’ 4, é(Sp Aang gid aneAU Cee VOL asl aol cul JS»
<The soil eats away all parts of a human being—

except for the tail-bone. From this bone he was
first created, and from it he will be
refashioned.> '

Allaah (8%) will resurrect every human being,
whether he was of the ancient or modern people, ..whether he died young or old, and whether he was

ondwil,* . . . also be
= "Bt.buried in his grave or was eaten by fish in the sea or tecrectea BE

beasts in the jungle. Allaah will not forget or neglect ihe

anyone. Allaah (8%) says:

People

from

tailbo

AT 8) edBTSOl Ca)
° °

ya
\£A Bad CO 5 a5 est JS gle

«Wherever you may be, Allaah will bring you

Zz

forth all together. Indeed, Allaah is capable of
doing everything.» ?

The dead people will be raised from their graves in their
original shape and bodies, and life will be restored to them. This
is called “Resurrection”. Allaah (88) says:

uf ¢ teu or teCabs!O OUT RIL ead YO KH oy ed D
£-\ Loli)4 ad ol le Gey UO Malas aids gl

7we

ae

«I swear by Resurrection Day, and I swear by the

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
2 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:148.
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reproaching soul '. Does the human being think
that We cannot assemble his bones? Yes
indeed — We are able even to form his
fingertips.»

”

Some scholars believe that the significance ‘«- Se
of mentioning fingertips here is because of the >

uniqueness of people’s fingerprints. Others SSSBk
believe that it has to do with the complex
structure and numerous bones that make up the fingers. Allaah
knows best.

And Allaah (88) says:

OF shad gee ge Mabe IO 8s OEE ol Gayl Cag)

Nana

oe, ob at “eet be tela bate De

CF BS UI abe dae Sabb GSS GIS 5
EWN

dale!
CO Sol pbs ob ie aly alls Gaal

ARNEYs jay) CHS peed

«Does the human being think that he will be left
in vain (without reckoning)? Was he not merely
a discharged drop of sperm? Then he became a

‘clot, created and shaped by Allaah in due
proportion? And He made out of it the two sexes,
male and female? Is not He, then, able to give
life to the dead?» °

The first human to emerge from his grave will be our

ProphetMuhammad (i$). Aboo Hurayrah (#) reported that the
Prophet (&) said:

ane Cpe daly dol i! es pl Wy dw Lip

1 This refers to a believer’s soul that keeps reproaching him for sinning or
insufficient worship.

2 Soorat al-Qiyaamah 75:1-4.
3 Soorat al-Qiyaamah 75:36-40.



Knowing the Last Day 21 Resurrection & Assembly

(pian Jal cable Jal pil
6

<I will be the chief of the children of Aadam on
the Day of Resurrection. And I will be the first
for whom the grave will open, and the first to
intercede, and the firstwhose intercessionwill be
accepted.»

'

Upon resurrection, the disbelievers will be alarmed and
terrified. They will realize that their denial of Resurrection will
now be held against them, leading them to the torment of Hell.
Allaah (88) says:

‘
oe

‘
Ais 4 2% adeO Girlsmt| Gs ob BY ee

dl iB” “UES ye ER ogo LGFor ASG

yw COgleiT Gate

ro cy
oY o\

«The Horn will be blown, and they will all rush
out from their graves to their Lord. Theywill say,
“O woe to us! Who has raised us up from our

sleep (of death)? They will be told, “This is what
the Most Merciful had promised, and the

messengers told the truth.”» ”

Allaah Exhibits His Power

As soon as the creatures are resurrected, they will experience a

great terror caused by the anxiety of what will happen to them.
Allaah (8%) says:

OAL 3 0 65 oS KL EDcs? Cras 19 pall,

1 This hadeeth was recorded by Muslim and Aboo Daawood.
2 Soorat Yaaseen 36:51-52..
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AV ul (0 ig! VIeal
«And (tell them) of the Day when the Horn will
be sounded. Everyone in the heavens and on
earth will then be struck with terror, except for
those that Allaah wills (to spare), and all of them
will come to Him with total submission.» '

This terror will be enhanced by Allaah’s (8%) great show of

power and dominance. He will hold the earth in His grip and
will fold the heavens in His hand *:

ff 8 I ae all 4’; 23 G o> U2) ty)Settle 9
6 Ben

«The entire earth will be in His grip on the Day
of Resurrection, and the heavens will be folded
in His right hand.» °

Aboo Hurayrah reported that the Prophet said:

“gis
7

ra « Ada cdol ill ra
CoN Avvad»

C8752 gel col gle Splel UP

osglass

VI)

<On Resurrection Day, Allaah will hold the earth
in His fist, and will fold the heavens in His right
hand. He will then say, “I am the King. Where
are the kings of earth? Where are the tyrants?
Where are the *

arrogant?»

1 Soorat an-Naml 27:87.
These qualities of Allaah must be accepted without likening Him to His
creation or visualizing the manner in which He does His actions. This is

explained in detail in the first book of this series: “Knowing Allaah”.
3 Soorat az-~-Zumar 39:67.
4 This hadeeth was recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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We will see below that the believers’ fear will quickly
subside and will be replaced bya feeling of security.

The Great Assembly

No Escape, No EXEMPTION

After rising from the grave, every human, without exception,
will then be assembled in preparation for the Final Judgment. A
call will be sounded, and all people will immediately start

moving quietly to the place of Assembly (Hashr). Allaah (38)
says:

4 G+2 po Ey Vee ceoly! Cer” § cad coe Y pel Ogres7
whary
{7-0@
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«On that Day, all will follow the summoning
voice from which there will be no escape, and all
sounds will be hushed before the Merciful, so
you will hear nothing but a faint whisper (of
footsteps).

On that Day, intercession will avail no one
except him to whom the Merciful will have
granted permission and will have accepted his
word — for He knows all that is before them
(i.e, what they did) and is behind them (ie.,
what they neglected), whereas they cannot
encompass that with their knowledge.

(On that Day,) all faces will be humbled
before the Ever-Living, the Sustainer of All, and
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in loss will be he who will have a burden of
wrongdoing.»

'

None will be neglected or exempted from this enormous
march. Allaah (8%) says:

e-, roe “he ate BoP56 GPT ois peas

EV CO Cael ge Sold hi
«And (warn of) the Day when We will cause the
mountains to disappear, and you will see the

JlsJ

earth void and bare, and We will assemble them,
leaving out none of them.» ”

THE PEOPLE WILL First BE ASSEMBLED NAKED

When the people are first raised from their graves, they will be
given the same garments that they wore at death. Aboo Sa’eed
al-Khudree (#) reported that Allaah’s Messenger (8) said:

Aged ge gl als Sag Ll glows
<A dead person will be resurrected in the clothes
in which he died. °

However, these clothes will later be removed from us when
we are all gathered in preparation for the Judgment, so that we
will be assembled naked, uncircumcised, and barefoot.
‘Aa’ishah reported that the Prophet told her:Co) (®)

«NE SLs 5a 94 poo»cell

1 Taahaa 20:108-111.
Soorat al-Kahf 18:47.

3 Recorded by Aboo Daawood, Ibn Hibbaan, and others. Verified to be
authentic by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 1671).

2



Knowing the Last Day 25 Resurrection & Assembly

<On Resurrection Day, the people will be
gathered barefoot, naked, and uncircumcised.»

When. she heard this, ‘Aa’ishah was disturbed and asked,
pcan Gly Lah Lally Jed! Lau! Jw ”“OAllaah’s Messenger,

will the men and women be together, looking at one another?”
He (8) replied:

uae ol!

? & é .4 6

(gar oll pear ley ol ope al eV LytutsLe
<O ‘Aa’ishah, the situation will be too serious for
them to care to look at each other! !

Later during that Day, the believers will be clothed, starting
with Ibraaheem (8). Ibn ‘Abbaas (t%) reported that the
Prophet (8%) said: :

Celldoll 5p
2 ye JolyoS

<The first person who will be clothed on
Resurrection Day is Ibraaheem.> ”

This, possibly, will be a reward for Ibraaheem (3851) because
his people stripped him to burn him.

THE SUN’S APPROACH

Adding to the severity of the situation, the
sun will be brought very close to the
people, causing them to be soaked in their
sweat. Al-Muqdaad (4) reported that the
Prophet (8) said:

ge SS GLI Gye Lobel oy sabeJ! Cpl
1 This hadeeth was recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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<On Resurrection Day, the sun will be brought as
close to the creation as a mile’s distance. This
will cause the people to be soaked in sweat
according to their deeds. For some of them, the
sweat will be up to their heels, for others up to
their knees, for others up to their pelvic bone,
and for others up to their mouth.»

In this life, the sun is millions of miles away from us. Yet, it
can easily cause burns and death during a hot summer day.
Imagine, then, the situation when it is right above our heads and
we have no way of getting shelter— except with our deeds. The
discomfort of the wicked will then be beyond description, and
their discomfort will last for many long years! May Allaah (8)
shelter us from this.

DURATION OF THE ASSEMBLY

The Last Day, which includes Resurrection, Assembly, and

Judgment, will be extremely long by this world’s standards. It
will be as long as fifty thousand years! Allaah (8%) says:

ee 8g be ae a tog
SS gad! TSI

#

Ate adG
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«The angels and the Spirit (Jibreel) will ascend to
Him during a Day whose extent is fifty thousand

1 Recorded by Muslim and at-Tirmithee.
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years.»
1

Ibn ‘Abbaas (i) commented on this aayah saying, “This
refers to Resurrection Day. Allaah will make it fifty thousand
years long for the disbelievers.” ”

The Last Day will not appear as long for the believers.
Rather, it. will appear quite short. Aboo Hurayrah (4) reported
that once the Prophet (8%) recited the aayah:

opie CO O51 Goll6 6D
«(It is a tremendous Day,) the Day when the
people will stand before the Lord of the
worlds.» °

The Prophet (&) then explained:

ws seed sil aun oe en chad |

CLR Oral JS gabe le
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<This standing will be for the duration of half of
the fifty-thousand-years Day. But this will be
made easy for a believer, seeming like the
duration from when the sun declines for setting
until it finally sets.» ‘

The Believers During Assembly

We saw above that the Assembly Day will appear short for

Soorat al-Ma‘aarij 70:4.
Recorded by Ibn Katheer in his Tafseer.
Soorat al-Mutaffifeen 83:6.
Recorded by Aboo Ya‘laa and Ibn Hibbaan. Verified to be authentic by al-
Albaanee (Saheeh ut-Targheeb wat-Tarheeb no. 3589).
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believers. In addition, the believers will receive many privileges
that will relieve them from the hardships of the Day. In this
section, we discuss a few of these privileges.

THEY WILL BE SECURE FROM THE MAJOR FEAR

The Day of Resurrection carries in its folds the best tidings for
some people and the worst for others. This, in addition to many
other events of that Day, brings terror to the hearts of the most

courageous. However, the righteous people who fall under
Allaah’s promise of forgiveness will be secure from this great
terror. Allaah ($8) says:

peer “ot 240 4
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« Indeed, as for those for whom the decree of
ultimate good has preceded from Us — they will
be kept far away from it (i.e. Hell). Theywill not
hear its hissing sound, while they will abide
eternally in all that their souls desire. They will
not be grieved by the Greatest Terror, and the
angels will receive them with the greeting, “This
is your Day that you have been promised.”»

'

THEY WILL BE SHELTERED UNDER ALLAAH’S THRONE

During Assembly and Judgment, the righteous will find shelter
from the heat under Allaah’s Throne. Aboo Hurayrah (#5)
reported that the Prophet (&) said:

1 Soorat al-Anbiyaa’ 21:101-103.
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«There are seven types of people that Allaah (38)
will shelter in the shade of His Throne during
the Day when there will be no other shelter: ® a

just leader, ® a young man who grew up
worshiping Allaah, © a man whose heart is
attached to the places of sujood ', “ two men who
love each other for Allaah’s sake — thus they
meet and separate upon this love, © a man who
is invited (to sin) by a woman of influence and
beauty but he responds, “Indeed, I fear Allaah,”

a man who gives charity so secretly that his
left hand would not know what his right hand
spends, ” and a man who mentions Allaah in
private and his eyes overflow with ”

(6

tears.»

We have two important notes regarding this hadeeth:

1. The hadeeth mentions various types of righteous “men”, but
it really means both “men” and “women” who fit those
descriptions. Thus, a young woman who grew up
worshiping Allaah will be sheltered under the Throne; and
so on.

1 This means that he loves prayer and the places where it is performed, such
as masjids.

2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.
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2. A good Muslim can fall under one or more of the above

types. But we should always strive to fall under ALL of them:
we love to pray to Allaah; we love a

friend for Allaah’s sake
because he is a good Muslim and he helps us to goodness;
we sometimes weep out of love, hope, or fear of Allaah; we
are generous in giving charity; we (as parents, older siblings,
teachers, bosses, etc.) lead those under us justly and

righteously; and so on.

Also, Ka’b Bin ‘Amr (@) reported that the Prophet (i) said:
«aldgl bi ase ws i (passbi ce

<Whoever defers a financially-burdened person
(in settling a debt) or absolves him— Allaah will
shelter him under His (Throne’s) shade.» '

THEY WILL FIND RELIEF FROM HARDSHIPS

Believers who are good and kind to other people will be shown
kindness and will be granted relief during Resurrection Day.
Aboo Hurayrah (a) reported that the Prophet (&) said:

BSas YN (cts LSI OS oye LS Go us no
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<Whoever relieves a believer from one of this
life’s hardships, Allaahwill relieve him from one
of the hardships of Resurrection Day; and
whoever assists a person who is in a tight

1 Recorded by Muslim.
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financial situation, Allaah will assist him in the
first life and the hereafter; and whoever covers '

a Muslim, Allaah will cover him in the first life
and the hereafter; and Allaah is always at the aid
of a person as long as the person is at his
brother’s aid.> ?

We should strive to help our Muslim brothers and sisters,
and remember that a person does not truly believe until he loves
for his brother what he loves for himself.

THEIR WOUNDS WILL SMELL LIKE Musk

Blood has an unpleasant smell that grows stronger over time.
On Resurrection Day, however, a wound that resulted from
fighting for Allaah’s cause will have a special characteristic: it
will produce a blood-colored fluid whose pleasant smell will
amaze and delight other people.

Aboo Hurayrah (#) reported that the Prophet (8) said:

ase tLe Yall me Tod ASS Y gud ily»
«club! ey edly call ba)Gl ae ay Soll
<By the One in whose hand ismy soul, whenever
a person is wounded for Allaah’s sake, he will
come on Judgment Day with his wound seeping
(a fluid), its color will be the color of blood, and
its smell the smell of musk. °

1 Covering a person means guarding his weakness, such as a secret, a sin, or
a defect, so that other people will not put him at a disadvantage because of
it.

2 Recorded by Muslim.
3 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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PLACE OF THE JUST PEOPLE

Those who are just and fair in this life will be granted a very
magnificent position in the next life: standing on the right of
Allaah, the Most Just. ‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Umar reported that
Allaah’s Messenger (8%) said:

dl Ones ope 195 cyt Giles Lal Bll a yy
al is

bes eels Bosley Cel ayy LIS,« IJ’ roe
<Indeed, on the Day of Resurrection, Allaah will
place the just people on platforms of light. They
will be on the right side of ar-Rahmaan — and
both of His hands are right hands. Those are the
ones who are just in their rule, families, and
anything of which they are given charge.»

'

The Sinful During Assembly

Many sinful people, including some believers, will be punished
during Assembly Day for sins they committed in this life. Allaah
knows whether this will be all the punishment they get, or
whether theywill be punished further in Hell. In this section, we
discuss some forms of punishment for the sinful during
Assembly Day.

SHRINKING THE ARROGANT

During Assembly Day, the arrogant and /
tyrants of this world will be as small as
ants, so that other people may step on
them — just as they stepped on other

i

The anogant ,” {
will be the size ;

of ittle ants.

1 This hadeeth was recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and an-Nasaa’ee.
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people’s rights in this life. ‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Amr reported
that the Prophet (&) said:

aro
JLT LaLaa ee
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«. SLE dnb «CUI fal Cpe fy cbs Yl jb ph
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<On Resurrection Day, the arrogant will be
assembled in the size of little ants, but in human
form. Humility will surround them from every
direction. They will (later) be driven to a prison
in Hell called Boolas. Theywill be overwhelmed
by the Fire of fires, and will be made to drink
from the filthy fluids of the people of Hell.> '

This tells us that we should be humble with other Muslims
and should avoid acting in an arrogant or conceited way.

ENGULFING THE OPPRESSORS IN DARKNESS

The oppressors and unjust people will be engulfed in darkness
during Resurrection Day. Jaabir Bin ‘Abdillaah and ‘Abdullaah
Bin ‘Umar (@) reported that Allaah’s Messenger (86) said:

3 3 3

Hall pgp
Coad GU ol lbs 1a

<Avoid oppression, because oppression will
result in deep darkness on Resurrection Day.»

”

1 This hadeeth was recorded by Ahmad and at-Tirmithee. It was verified
authentic by al-Albaanee (Saheeh ul-Jaami‘ no. 8040 and al-Mishkaat no. 5039).

2 Recorded by Muslim and others.
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FIRE-BRANDING THOSE WHO Do Not PAY ZAKAAH

When Allaah gives us wealth, we are supposed to use it in what
pleases Him, and we should give awaya part of it as charity
and zakaah. Some people, however, do not like to give charity,
thinking that charity will reduce their wealth. In fact, their
stinginess is what reduces the blessing in their wealth and, in
addition, they will be severely punished for it in the hereafter.

Aboo Hurayrah (#) reported that the Prophet (8) said:

re ols
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<If a person who owns gold and silver does not
give their due right (of zakaah), they will be
fashioned on Resurrection Day as plates of fire,
which will be heated in the Hellfire and then
used to burn his side and forehead and back.
Whenever they cool down, they will be reheated
and then applied to him, during a Day that will
be fifty thousand years long— until Judgment is
concluded among the people and he is shown
whether his destination is to Jannah or to Hell. '

The Prophet (&) goes on in this hadeeth to tell us that other
forms of painful punishment will also be applied to people who
did not give charity for other forms of wealth, such as camels,
cattle, and sheep.

1 Recorded by Muslim and others.
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EXPOSING BETRAYAL

There are people agree with a person on something, then turn
against him behind his back and break their promise to him.
They do this in a secret way that causes great harm. Their
betrayal, however, will not remain secret in the hereafter —
rather, it will be most obviously exposed to the eyes of alli

people!
Ibn ‘Umar (té) reported that the Prophet said:

JSS ede aye oeSVs OU
dhl Ae
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a
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<On Resurrection Daywhen Allaahwill assemble
the first and last of people, a banner will be
erected for every betrayer saying, “This is the
betrayal of so-and-so, son of so-and so.”> '

PUNISHMENT FOR TAKING BRIBE

Whena person is hired to do a job, he is not supposed to make
any personal profit from his job (except for the agreed pay). Any
profit that he makes should be honestly handed over to his
employer. Some people, however, use their jobs for personal
gains, like making their clients pay them bribe money before
they offer them the required service. This is prohibited in Islaam.

Aboo Hameed as-Saa‘idee (#) reported that once the

Prophet (8%) appointed a man to collect the zakaah. That man
later came to the Prophet (&), gave him what he collected, and
kept some for himself, saying, “That is for you, and this was
given to me asa gift.” The Prophet (8) then stood among his
companions and gave a khutbah (speech) in which he said:

1 Recorded by Muslim.
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<Why is it that we appoint a person in a job and
he says, “That is for you, and this is for me?”
Wouldn’t he then remain in the house of his
mother and father and then see whether anything
will be given to him as gift? By the One in
whose hand is Muhammad’s soul, none of you
who takes any of this (unrightful gifts) but he
will come on Resurrection Day with it upon his
neck: whether it was a growling camel, a mooing
cow, or a bleating goat.>

'

The Disbelievers During Assembly

THEY WILL LOSE ALL HOPE

The punishment of the disbelievers will start well before they
enter Hell. They will suffer many forms of physical and mental
afflictions. Realizing that there is no way to escape the

approaching punishment in Hell, they will lose all hope and fall
into despair. Allaah ($$) says:

VY pad CC Ge hell gl(ol ess
«On the Day when the Last Hour Arrives, the
criminals will lose all hope.» *

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
2 Soorat ar-Room 30:12.
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THEIR EYES WILL BE DIMMED AND BLINDED

In this life, the disbelievers are blind to the truth. A fair
punishment for them in the hereafter is to be assembled blind,
their eyes blue from terror. Allaah ($8) says:
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«(Resurrection will be) on the Day when the
Horn will be blown, and when We will assemble
the wrongdoers, their eyes blue, murmuring
among themselves, “You only remained ten days
(on earth).” We know best what they will be
saying — when the most smart of them will say,
“You only remained there one day.”» '

This means that the lasting agonies of the hereafterwillmake
the wrongdoers feel that their first life was no longer than just
a few days.

And Allaah (88) says:
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«And whoever turns away from remembering
Me — indeed, he will have a difficult life, and

1 Taahaa 20:102-104.
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on Resurrection Day We will assemble him
blind. He will say, “My Lord, why have you
raised me blind while I was once seeing?” Allaah
will say, “Thus did our messages come to you
but you ignored them, and thus will you be

ignored on this Day.”» °

THEY WILL WALK ON THEIR FACES

In this life, the wrongdoers live a twisted and abnormal life,
instead of the simple and happy living that Allaah
recommended for them. It is as though they walk on their faces
instead of their feet, and as though they prefer to degrade their
faces and rub them into the dirt instead of raising and honoring
them. As a fair punishment for this, during Assembly, they will
be made to truly walk on their faces. Allaah (88) says:

V6 3a Ge ll peaks Ueora Geld
«Those (losers) whowill be assembled upon their
faces to Hell.» ”

We may wonder how a man can walk on his face. Anas (4)
reported that a man asked the Prophet (i) this very question,
and the Prophet (8) replied:

Lil 3 del he oes! juan
che ache ol de LabAges

<Isn’t the One who made him walk on foot in the
first life able to make him walk on his °face?

1 Soorat Taahaa 20:124-126.
2 Soorat al-Furqaan 25:34.
3. Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and an-Nasaa’ee.
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THEYWitt BE DUMB AND DEAF

In addition to blindness, the disbelieverswill be dumb and mute
during Assembly. They will not be able to communicate with
others around them, except in limited situations where
Allaah ($8) will permit them to talk or listen or see, and this will
only add to their regret. Allaah (8) says:
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«As for those whom Allaah lets go astray — you
will never find anyone to protect them from Him,
and We will assemble them on Resurrection Day
on their faces, blind and dumb and deaf, with
Hell as their final abode; every time it subsides,
We will increase for them its blazing flame.» !

THEY WILL BE IN SHACKLES AND IN GARMENTS OF TORTURE

The disbelievers will be assembled —
in shackles and wearing garments walbe bond together hn

shoctes

that cause pain and_ torture.
Allaah (8%) says:
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«And you will see the criminals that Day (of
Assembly) bound together in shackles, clothed in
garments of black pitch, and fire veiling their

1 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:97.
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faces.» !

THEIR FACES WILL BE DARKENED

The disbelievers who lie to Allaah and about Him in this life
will be resurrected with their faces darkened from grief and
shame. Alaah (8) says:
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«On Resurrection Day, you will see those who

se
qo|

lied about Allaah with their faces blackened. Is
not Hell the residence for the arrogant?»

”

THEY WILL BITE ON THEIR HANDS

Those who disbelieve in Allaah’s Messenger (i) and oppose his

teachings will regret this on Resurrection Day and will bite on
their fingers. Allaah (88) says:
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«(Warn of) the Day when the wrongdoerwill bite
on his hands (in regret) and say, “Oh! I wish I
had followed a path (of guidance) with the

Messenger! Oh, woe to me! I wish I had never

1 Soorat Ibraaheem 14:49-50.
2 Soorat az-Zumar 39:60.
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taken so-and-so as a beloved friend! Indeed, he
led me astray from (Allaah’s) Message after it
had come to me. And Satan is ever a betrayer of
the human being.”» *

THEY WILL WISH TO RETURN TO THE FIRST LIFE

The disbelievers will see Hell before them and know that it will
soon be their eternal abode. They will then wish to go back to
the first life to re-live it correctly. But Allaah knows their lying,
and He will not grant them their wish. Allaah (#%) says:
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«If you could but see when they will be made to
stand before the Fire and will say, “Oh, we wish
that we might return (to the first life): then we
would not reject our Lord’s messages and we
would be among the believers.” But no, it has
now become clear to them that which they
previously concealed. And even if they were
brought back, they would return to the very
thing that was forbidden to them; and indeed,
they are liars.» *

Allaah (88) also says:

Cail ity ° es wsmies aS hye pea)
1 3! or sy)

VY booed (OO “Gbge Ul Glse ual’

1 Soorat al-Furgaan 25:27-29
Soorat al-An‘aam 6:27-28.
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«If you could but see how it will be when the
wicked will hang their heads before their Lord,
(saying,) “Our Lord, we have seen and heard, so
return us (to the first life) that we may do good
deeds — indeed, we are now certain.”» !

THEY WILL HATE THEIR FRIENDS AND LEADERS

The disbelievers will hate their close and beloved friends who
used to join them in disobedience and sinning. Allaah (8%) says:

W 55140 Oa aed poled
itsity Su)Ve YI

«On that Day, close friends will be enemies to
one another — except for the pious.»

*

They will also hate their leaders who used to urge them to

disobey Allaah. Their leaders will then disown them, and they
will wish they can do the same to those evil leaders. Allaah (38)
says: , ° SR 2 te
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«(On that Day,) those who have been followed
will disown their followers, and they (all) will
see the punishment, with all their hopes cut to
pieces. The followers will then say, “If only we
had another chance so we could disown them as

they have disowned us.” Thus will Allaah show

1 Soorat as-Sajdah 32:12.
Soorat az-Zukhruf 43:67.
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them their deeds as bitter regret upon them. And
they will never emerge from the Fire.» '

THEY WILL WISH THEY CAN RANSOM THEMSELVES

Realizing the gravity of the approaching Judgment, the believers
would hope they can own twice as much as is on earth so as to
use it as ransom. Allaah (38) says:i
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«And if those who did wrong possessed all that
is on earth, and the like of it with it, they would
surely offer it as ransom from the awful
punishment on Resurrection Day.» ”

The wrongdoers will wish to ransom themselves from the
upcoming punishment with all that was dear to them: wealth,
and relatives. This, however, will not be possible. They should
have strived to ransom themselves in the first life — simply by
holding a true belief in Allaah, obeying His commands, and
avoiding His prohibitions. Let us then remember this and act
now to save ourselves instead of waiting until it is too late.

1 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:166-167.
2 Soorat az-Zumar 39:47.
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Questions and Exercises

1. In the following table, check all true statements
(42 points):

Statement

Allaah will destroy this world.

All people will die when the Hour comes.

At the right time, the Horn will be blown by wind.

In the next life, the universe will be made differently;
from what it is now.

In the next life, the earth will be full of mountains.

In the next life, the earth will be full of dough.

The Horn will be used to blow life into people.

a
|o

9

A light rain will cause the people’s bodies to grow.

Some people will not be resurrected.

People will be formed out of their finger-bones.

The Prophet Muhammad (8) will be the first to exit
from his grave.

The wrongdoers will be happy to finally leave their
graves.

Allaah will hold the earth in His fist.

Allaah will fold the heavens in His hand.

Allaah will be happy with the kings and tyrants.

f

i

j
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Statement v
After Resurrection, the people will start moving toward
the place of Hashr.

Some people with good excuses will not attend the
Hashr.

The people will be naked at the place of Hashr.

The people will be resurrected naked.

Some people will be soaked in sweat up to their necks.

The sun will not be seen during Hashr.

Resurrection Day is fifty thousand years long.

The believers will be very tired from standing many
years during Assembly.

The disbelievers will not be able to guess how long they,
lived in the first life.

The arrogant will be givena filthy drink.

N The oppressors will be walking in bright light.
The believers will be grieved by the Greatest Terror.

The angels will cheer the believers.

The martyrs’ wounds will disappear upon Resurrection.

The just people will be on platforms of light.

Those who held off their Zakaah will be punished fon

fifty thousand years.

Betrayal will be clearly exposed during Assembly.F
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2. Mention ten major incidents that will happen to the universe
at the end of time: (10 points)

During Assembly, some people will have camels and
cows upon their necks.

During Assembly, the disbelievers will be comforted by
their friends and relatives.

The evildoers will forget how long they lived in the first
life.

The disbelievers will never wish to return to the first life.

During Assembly, the wrongdoers will be chained
together.

On Resurrection Day, the disbelievers will continue to
have hope until the last minute.

During Assembly, some people will bite on their hands.

In the hereafter, the wrongdoers will wish they can
ransom themselves with everything dear to them.

If the wrongdoers were to be given a second chance in
this life, they may act better.

Satan will help his followers and will never betray them.

10
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3. Mention and briefly describe eight types of people who will
be in the shade of the Throne: (16 points)

4. Mention and briefly explain the reward for four different
ways of helping a Muslim: (8 points)

Type Brief Description

Type of Help Reward
1
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5. Describe five types of rewards for believers during
Resurrection and Assembly: (10 points)

1

6. Mention fourteen forms of punishment for the disbelievers
and sinful during Resurrection and Assembly: (14 points)

10

11

12

13

14



CHAPTER 3

INTERCESSION & JUDGMENT

Introduction

Allaah created us for a great wisdom and an important
reason. He did not create us pointlessly, nor did He plan to
neglect us or overlook our deeds. Allaah (8%) says:

(38)
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«Did you then think that We created you
pointlessly and that youwill not be brought back
to Us (for account)?» '

Allaah (8%) decreed that we will all die. He will then
resurrect us and judge our deeds. He (38) says:

‘ {eae on 7 Oye 0-44 het’
cred ROH) a Syl de CSN AIS nts JS)

2
é

oe 7) “eo tea oe “47 wok a
Rout ey GU ua ST oh, WUT ge 235

7 PAGE Bee

pal

237)

«Every human being will surely taste death; but
only on Resurrection Day will you be given your
(full) compensation. So he who will be removed
from the Fire and admitted to Jannah will indeed
have attained success. And the life of this world
is nothing but an enjoyment of delusion.» *

1 Soorat al-Mu’minoon 23:115,
2 Soorat Aal ‘Imraan 3:185.

49
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And Allaah (#) says:
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«Indeed, to Us will be their return. Then indeed,
it is for Us to call them to account.» !

During Judgment, all secrets will be exposed and people will
not be able to conceal anything from the consideration of the
Most Just:

4
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«(Resurrection will be) the Day when all secrets
will be laid bare.» ”

The Major Intercession

In the previous chapter, we discussed the major Assembly that
will precede the Final Judgment. Judgment, however, will not
start until Allaah is strongly pleaded to do so by the

Prophet Muhammad (8). This is called the Major Shafaa‘ah (or
Intercession) because the Prophet (8) will intercede * before
Allaah (8%) on behalf of ALL HUMANITY to start the Judgment.

Aboo Sa‘eed al-Khudree (#) reported that the Prophet
said:
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1 Soorat al-Ghaashiyah 88:25-26.
Soorat at-Taariq 86:9.

3 Intercession means mediation between a superior and an inferior so that the

superior will grant a favor to the inferior. For example, an employee
requesting a pay-raise may aska friend of his boss to “intercede” with the
boss to grant him the raise.
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<I will be the chief of all of Aadam’s offspring on
Resurrection Day — and I do not say this for
boasting. I will hold the banner of praise — and
I do not say this for boasting. On that Day, there
is no prophet, from Aadam down, but that he
will be under my banner. I will be the first for
whom the earth will split (to exit) — and I do not
say this for boasting.

(On that Day) the people will panic three
times. So they will go to Aadam and say, “You
are our father, so intercede for us with your
Lord.” He will respond, “Indeed, I have
committed a sin that resulted in my dropping to
earth. Go to Nooh.”

They will go to Nooh, and he will say,
“Indeed, I made a curse against the people of
earth that resulted in their destruction. Go to
Ibraaheem.”

Theywill go to Ibraaheem, and he will say, “1
lied three times. ' Go to Moosaa.”

They will go to Moosaa, and he will say,

1 Ibraaheem’s (#8) three “lies”, as well as the excuses given by the other

prophets, are discussed in the Author’s: “Ibraaheem, a Nation in One Man”.
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“Indeed, I killed a soul. Go to “Eesaa.”
They will go to ‘Eesaa, and he will say,

“Indeed, I was worshiped instead of Allaah. Go
to Muhammad.”

So they will come to me, and I will go with
them (to seek intercession). *

The ProphetMuhammad (8) will go andmake sujood under
Allaah’s Throne, and will praise Allaah (8%) with magnificent
praises that Allaah will teach him only then and

_
there.

Allaah (8%) will then tell him to raise his head because his
intercession has been accepted. Then the Judgment will start.

Aboo Hurayrah (4) reported that the Prophet (8%) said:
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<Then I will go beneath Allaah’s Throne and fall
in prostration before my Lord. And then Allaah
will inspire me with such praises and
glorification to Him as He never inspired anyone
before me. Then it will be said, “O Muhammad,
raise your head. Ask, and it will be granted.
Intercede, and your intercession will be
accepted.”>

”

There will be other intercessions after this major one, which
will be done by various prophets and other believers. We will

1 This hadeeth was recorded by at-Tirmithee (no. 3148), and was verified to be
authentic by al-Albaanee (Saheeh ut-Tirmithee). A more commonly cited
hadeeth regarding the Major Intercession was recorded by al-Bukhaaree and
Muslim. Here, however, we cite this shorter narration for space limitations.

2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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discuss some of them later in this chapter.

The Judgment

Judgment is the time when Allaah (8%) will rate every person
according to what he did in his first life. It is the time of
harvesting the outcome of our work in this life.

Judgment will be extremely quick and most just. Allaah (8)
says: be egSoul3) Yi ol Sa al J) 1535 oD

“Y plaid! (O inetd pel A
«Then they (who have died) are returned to
Allaah, their true Lord. Unquestionably, His is
the Judgment, and He is the swiftest of all
accountants.» *

No injustice will be left unsettled. Allaah (8%) will even settle
the offenses that took place among animals. Aboo Hurayrah (4)
reported that the Prophet (&) said:

Lebel od! 3549
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<The rights will surely be rendered to their
people during Resurrection Day — to the extent
that a horned goat will be punished on behalf of
a goat with a cut ear (that it attacked). ”

1 Soorat al-An‘aam 6:62.
2 Recorded by Muslim.
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ALLAAH’S COMING

Once all people are assembled together, the great Judgment will
start in a most awe-inspiring manner. The angels will advance
lined up in large numbers. They will surround the creation and
fill the heavens and earth. Eight enormous angels will be bearing
Allaah’s Throne. Allaah (8%), while above His Throne and above

everything, will come forward *, separated from the creation by
layers of clouds. Allaah (8%) says:

“oe, “3 a4 v4, é - 42 ee
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«Do they await but that Allaah should come to
them in covers of clouds, together with the

angels, and the matterwill then be decided? And
to Allaah all matters are returned.» ”

a

¥\

And Allaah (88) says:
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«No! But when the earth has been leveled —

pounded and crushed; and your Lord has come,
as well as the angels— rank upon rank; and Hell
has been brought that Day within view; on that

Day, the human being will remember, but what

1 All of Allaah’s authentic qualities and actions must be accepted without

suspending their meaning or likening Him to His creation. This is discussed
in detail in the first book of this series: “Knowing Allaah”.

2 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:210.
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will that remembrance avail him? He will say,
“Oh, I wish I had provided beforehand for my
(eternal) life.”» '

And Allaah (8%) says:
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«When the Horn will be blown a single blow,
and the earth and the mountains will be lifted up
and crushed with a single stroke — then, on that
Day, the Waagi‘ah (Great Occurrence) will strike;
and the sky will split open so that, on that Day,
it will be feeble; and the angels will be on its
sides; and, above them, eight (angels) will bear
your Lord’s Throne on that Day. On that Day,
you will be presented (for judgment), not even

your most hidden (deeds) remaining hidden.» ”

BRINGING HELL To VIEW

The stand for Judgment will be even more terrifying when Hell
is brought to view, pulled by millions of angels. Allaah (88)
says: ;Syl SS baySy Tyla

1 Soorat al-Fajr 89:21-24.
2 Soorat al-Haagqah 69:13-18.
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YY at
«And Hell has been brought that Day within
view; on that Day, the human being will
remember, but what will that remembrance
benefit him?» '

¢! wi

Ibn Mas’‘ood (4) reported that the Prophet said:

All pre UW) Ley algaeoy
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<Hell will be pulled on the Day of Judgment

Lj
|

with seventy thousand ropes, each rope held by
seventy thousand *

angels.»

Hell will be brought like a wild and untamed animal,
requiring a great number of strong angels to keep it under
control. May Allaah (8%) save us from it.

PRESENTING THE CREATION BEFORE THE LORD

We saw above that we will be presented before Allaah (88) for
the Judgment. Wewill be presented to Him lined in rows, while,
at the same time, each person will stand as a lonely individual.
Allaah says:(38)
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1 Soorat al-Fajr 89:23.
2 Recorded by Muslim and at-Tirmithee from Ibn Mas‘ood (48).
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«And they will be lined up before your Lord,
(and He will say,) “Now, you have certainly come
to Us (in a lonely state ') just as We created you
the first time — although you used to claim that
We would never appoint for you ameeting.” And
the record (of deeds) will be laid open; and you
will see the wrongdoers fearful of what is in it,
and they will say, “Oh, woe to us! What a record
is this? It leaves out nothing, small or great, but
that it takes it into account!” And they will find
all that they ever did present before them, for
your Lord does not wrong anyone.»

”

No one can linger behind or slip away from the

overwhelming stand before the Lord. Each person will be

accompanied by two guards from the angels: a driver and a
witness. The driver will lead him to the plane of Judgment, and
the witness will be the angel (or two angels) that recorded his
deeds. Allaah (#) says:

Oel FEB stall gD
5 (0 Si Goh ot55Y\ Ahn

«And the Horn will be blown. That will be the

Day of carrying out the warnings. And every soul
will come, with it a driver and a witness.» °

1 This is mentioned explicitly in Soorat al-An‘aam 6:94.
2 Soorat al-Kahf 18:48-49.
3 Soorat Qaaf 50:20-21.
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CARRYING THE BURDENS

On that Day, the evil deeds will materialize into
actual burdens that people will carry on their
backs. Allaah (88) says:

go s
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«Let them (the disbelievers) on Resurrection Day
bear their full burdens (of sins), as well as some
of the burdens of those ignorant ones whom they
misguided. Unquestionably, evil is that which
they will bear.» '

And Allaah (88) says:

ile 13) ala Ls GT. wD

Sls Ned U5 Uo dleWa” AU $2
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«Lost indeed are those who deny the meeting
with Allaah. When the Last Hour suddenly
comes upon them, they will cry, “Oh, how great
is our regret for having neglected it.” And they
will be bearing their burdens (of sins) on their
backs. Unquestionably, evil is that which they
will bear.» ?

On that Day, no one will be willing to help others in carrying

1 Soorat an-Nahl 16:25.
2 Soorat al-An‘aam 6:31.
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their loads. Allaah (88) says:
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«And no bearer of burdens will be made to bear
another’s burden. And if a heavily laden person
calls another to help him carry it, nothing of it
will be carried, even if he should be a close
relative.» '

No KINSHIP TIES

During that Day, no parent will be willing or able to help his
child, and no child will be willing or able to help his parent.
Allaah ($8) says:
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«O people, revere and fear your Lord, and beware
a Day when no parent will be of any help to his
child, nor will a child be of any help to his
parent.»

?

The kinship ties will be useless and forgotten in the face of
the great hardships of that Day. Allaah says:(88)
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1 Soorat Faatir 35:18.
2 Soorat Luqmaan 31:33.
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«So when the Horn is blown, no ties of kinship
will exist among them that Day, nor will they ask
about one another.» *

A person’s greater concern will make him run away from his
closest relatives. Allaah (@#) says:
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«So when there comes the Deafening Blast, on
the Day a man will flee from his brother, and
from his mother and father, and from his wife
and children: on that Day, for each of them will
his own affairs be of sufficient concern to him.
Some faces, that Day, will be bright, laughing,
rejoicing at good news; and other faces, that Day,
will be covered with dust and overweighed with
darkness — these are the disbelievers and the
wicked ones.» *

The evil people, on that Day, will even wish that they can
sacrifice their closest relatives to save themselves. Allaah (88)

says: ° s
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1 Soorat al-Mu’minoon 23:101.
2 Soorat ‘Abasa 80:33-42.
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«(That Day) no friend will ask (anything) of a
friend, though they will be in one another’s
sight. A criminal will wish that he could ransom
himself from the punishment of that Day by his
children, and his wife, and his brother, and his
nearest kinsfolk who used to shelter him, and
whoever else lived on earth — so that he could
save but himself.» !

ALLAAH WILL SPEAK TO ALL

Allaah will speak to each of us on Judgment Day. Let us, then,
be prepared for what we will say to the Lord of Lords. ‘Adiyy
Bin Haatim (#) reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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‘There is no one among you but Allaah will
speak to him (on Judgment Day) without a
translator. He will look to his right and see

nothing but the deeds that he did; and he will
look to his left and see nothing but what he did;
and he will look in front of him and see nothing
but the Fire facing him. So safeguard yourselves
from the Fire, even if it is with half a date (of
charity).>

?

There are some texts indicating that, on Resurrection Day,

1 Soorat al-Ma‘aarij 70:10-14.
2 This hadeeth was recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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Allaah will not speak to or look at some wrongdoers. For
example, Allaah (88) says:

< “ets a 8 44 oe 6
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«Indeed, those who trade their covenant to
Allaah and their pledges for a worthless gainwill
have no share in the hereafter, and Allaah will
not speak to them or look upon them on
Resurrection Day, nor will He purify them; and
they will have a painful punishment.»

'
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Aboo Tharr al-Ghaffaaree (#) reported that the Prophet (8)
said:
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‘There are three types of people that, on
Resurrection Day, Allaah will not speak to them,
look upon them, or purify them, and they will
have a painful punishment: (a man) who drags
his garments, a person who markets his
merchandise with untruthful oaths, and a person
who boasts about his favors toward others. ”

Aboo Hurayrah (#) reported that the Prophet (8%) said:

be se ave
Al Y SE»ot! Ys

1 Soorat Aal ‘Imraan 3:77.
2 Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others.
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IIS text spel Sle gl
‘There are three types of people that, on
Resurrection Day, Allaah will not speak to them,
purify them, or look upon them, and they will
have a painful punishment: an adulterous old
man, a lying king, and an arrogant, though poor,
head of a family.»

'

file, col

These texts mean that, for such wrongdoers, Allaah will
not speak kindly to them, nor will He look upon them with
mercy on Resurrection Day.” Yet, He will look and speak to
them the look and speech of a solemn Judge.

(8)

FIRST MATTERS OF JUDGMENT

During the course of Judgment, Allaah will ask every person
about what he did in the first life. Allaah (38) says:

pod (OD
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«So by your Lord, We will surely question them
all about what they used to do.» °

But in the beginning of a person’s judgment, Allaah (8#) will
remind him of the great favors that He bestowed on him in the
first life — favors that he should have used to please and obey
Him. Allaah (8%) says:
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1 Recorded by Muslim, an-Nasaa’ee, and others.
2 As explained by Ibn Katheer.
3 Soorat al-Hijr 15:92-93.
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«No! If you only knew with knowledge of
certainty. You will surely see the Hellfire; then
you will surely see it with the eye of certainty;
then, on that Day, you will surely be called to
account for (what you did with) the pleasure (that
Allaah gave you).»

'

Aboo Hurayrah («#») reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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Sa ll Oo ossn>wl pee al”
<Indeed, on Resurrection Day, the first of
Allaah’s favors that a person will be questioned
about is, “Did We not make your body healthy
and give you cool water to drink?”> *

Allaah will then settle all disputes relating to blood, which
include murder and bodily harms that were inflicted among the

people, and the guiltywill be quickly indicted. IbnMas‘ood (4)
reported that the Prophet (8) said:
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<The first thing that will be settled among the
people during Resurrection Day is blood.» *

As for personal acts of worship, the first act that will be
considered is the prayer. Aboo Hurayrah (4) reported that the

Prophet (8) said:

1 Soorat at-Takaathur 102:5-8.
2 Recorded by at-Tirmithee, Ibn Hibbaan, and others. Verified to be authentic

by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 539).
3 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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<The first thing for which a person will account
during Resurrection Day is his prayer. If it was
good, he will be successful; and if it was bad, he
will be a loser.> '

FIVE INEVITABLE QUESTIONS

An important part of every person’s judgment is that he will be
asked how he used five of Allaah’s favors on him.

‘Abdullaah BinMas‘ood and Aboo Burazah (ti) reported that
Allaah’s Messenger (f) said:
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<On the Day of Resurrection, a human being’s
feetwill not depart from before his Lord until he
is questioned about five things: How he
consumed his lifetime, how he wore out his
body, how he earned and spent his wealth, and
what he did in implementing what he knew.» ”

Let us, then, strive to have satisfactory answers for these

questions. Let us use Allaah’s infinite favors upon us in
performing things that please Him (8%).

1 Recorded by at-Tirmithee, an-Nasaa’ee, and others. Verified to be authentic

by al-Albaanee (Saheeh ul-Jaami’ no. 2020).
2 Recorded by at-Tirmithee. Verified to be authentic by al-Albaanee (as-

Saheehah no. 946).
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ACCOUNT AUDITING

For some people, Judgment will be easy. They may be shown
their record of good and bad deeds, but, on the overall, theywill
be quickly forgiven and admitted to Jannah. Others, however,
will be audited: their account will be closely examined and they
will be questioned about different things that they did. This will
be an indication of their imminent punishment.

‘Aa’ishah (ts) reported that the Prophet (8) said:

«lla Lol 5p Tol edoVI

<On Resurrection Day, no one is held accountable
except that will be doomed.»

On hearing this, ‘Aa’ishah (w») argued that Allaah (88) says:

N AKO (pend G3)
«(As for him who is given his record in his right
hand,) he will be given an easy accounting.»

'

The Prophet (&) then explained:

«egy Guhl ge (Sy Gel US >
«This only refers to presenting the records. But as
for a person whose account is closely examined,
he will be doomed.» ”

wy

THE BANKRUPT

On Judgment Day, some people will come with loads of good
deeds. At the same time, they will have a long record of

1 Soorat al-Inshigqaag 84:8.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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atrocities and harm that they inflicted on others. Allaah (8%) will
then give from their good deeds to those that they hurt, and will
then give them from the sins of the others. Thus, they will lose
all their good deeds and end up with a great burden of bad
deeds that will lead them to Hell.

Aboo Hurayrah (4%) reported that the Prophet (8) said:
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<He who has directed injustice to his (Muslim)
brother, whether in his honor or otherwise,
should seek his forgiveness for it today before a
time comes when there will be no deenaar or
dirham (gold and silver currencies). During that
Day, if he has good deeds, they will be reduced
by the amount of his injustice; and if he does not
have good deeds, he will be burdened by some
of his companion’s sins. '

Aboo Hurayrah (@) also reported that Allaah’s
Messenger (8) once asked his companions, «(Jil Ls 4,0! <Do
you know who is truly bankrupt?» They answered, “A
bankrupt among us is one who does not have any wealth.” The
Messenger (&) then explained:
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1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and others.
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<A truly bankrupt person from my Ummah is a

person who will come on Judgment Day with
(his records containing) prayers, fasting, and
charity. But he will also come having cursed so-

and-so, back-bit so-and-so, eaten from so-and-so’s
wealth, shed so-and-so’s blood, and hit so-and-so.
Thus, so-and-so will be given from his good
deeds, and so-and-so will be given from his good
deeds. If all of his good deeds are finished
before he fulfills all his debts, some of their sins
will be taken from them and thrown on him, and
he will then be thrown into the Fire. *

THE FIRST PERSONS TO BE INDICTED

The first people to be found guilty on Judgment Day are those
who do their acts of worship for showing-off instead of doing
them sincerely for Allaah ($8). Aboo Hurayrah (<) reported that
the Prophet (8) said:
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1 Recorded by Muslim and others.
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<Indeed, the first people who will be found
guilty on Resurrection Day are:
1. Aman who was martyred. He will be brought

forth, and Allaah will remind him of His
favors on him, which he will acknowledge.
Allaah will then ask him, “In what way, then,
did you use them?” He will reply, “I fought
for Your cause until I was martyred.” Allaah
will tell him, “You lie! You only fought so
that it would be said that you were brave,
which has been said.” The command will
then be issued and he will be dragged over
his face until he is thrown into the Fire.

2. A man who learned the Knowledge and
taught it and recited the He will be
brought forth, and Allaah will remind him of
His favors on him, which he will
acknowledge. Allaah will then ask him, “In
what way, then, did you use them?” He will
reply, “I learned the Knowledge and taught it
and recited the Qur’aan for Your sake.”
Allaah will tell him, “You lie! You only
learned the Knowledge so that it would be

ur aan.
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said that you were a learned man, and you
recited the Qur’aan so that it would be said
that you were a recitor, which has been said.”
The command will then be issued and he will
be dragged over his face until he is thrown
into the Fire.

3. A man whom Allaah gave an easy life and
granted all sorts of riches. He will be brought
forth, and Allaah will remind him of His
favors on him, which he will acknowledge.
Allaah will then ask him, “In what way, then,
did you use them?” He will reply, “I left no
way in which You love that money be spent
but I spent it for Your sake.” Allaah will tell
him, “You lie! You only spent so that it would

- be said that you were generous, which has
been said.” The command will then be issued
and he will be dragged over his face until he
is thrown into the Fire. '

This should remind us to perform our acts of worship with
ikhlaas (full sincerity) to Allaah (§%). Otherwise, we could be

among the first people to burn in the Fire — may Allaah (8#)
forbid.

COVERING A BELIEVER’S SINS

Some believers have strong faith and are full of good. Their sins
are little compared to their good deeds. During Judgment,
Allaah (8%) will forgive their sins and completely remove them
from their record. Furthermore, He will do this privately so that
no other people will know about them. Ibn ‘Umar (t#) reported
that the Prophet said:

1 Recorded by Muslim and others.
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<Indeed, Allaah will bring the believer near Him
and cover him with a veil. He will then ask him,
“Do you recognize such-and-such sin? Do you
recognize such-and-such sin?” He will reply,
“Yes, O my Lord.” Thus, Allaah will make him
admit to all his sins, and he will feel that he is
surely doomed. But then Allaah will say, “I have
covered them for you in the first life, and I
forgive them for you this Day.” He will then be
given the records of his good deeds. But as for
the disbelievers and hypocrites, they will be
called in front of all people:
«These are the ones who lied about their Lord.
Unquestionably, Allaah’s curse is upon the
wrongdoers.» '> ?

May Allaah (§%) cover our sins and forgive them for us.

THE JUDGMENT IS FINAL

Once Allaah (8%) passes His judgment, that will be the final
decree. It cannot be wrong or unfair, and it may not be

1 Soorat Hood 11:18.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.
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negotiated or appealed. Allaah (8%) says:

14560 ly UGS So Sa &
«The word (of decree) will not be changed with
Me, and never will I be unjust to the
servants.”» '

And He (88) says:
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«When Allaah judges, there can be no adjuster of
His judgment. And He is swift in account.» ”

SATAN’S CONCLUSIVE SPEECH

After Judgment is concluded and the wrongdoers realize that

they have no escape fromHell, their greatest seducer, Satan, will
step forward and address them with a short but eloquent
speech. As sly as ever, he will disavow his ability to help or

support them, and will plainly express that He gave them false

promises while Allaah told them the truth. He will tell them that
neither can he save them now, nor can they save him from the

great punishment. Allaah (3#) says:
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1 Soorat Qaaf 50:29.
2 Soorat ar-Ra‘d 13:41.
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«And Satan will say when the matter has been
concluded, “Indeed, Allaah had promised you the
promise of truth, whereas I promised you but
betrayed you. But I had no authority over you
except that I invited you, and you responded to
me. So do not blame me; but blame yourselves.
I cannot be called to your aid, nor can you be
called to my aid. Indeed, I deny that you
previously joined me (with Allaah).” Indeed, for
the wrongdoers is a painful punishment.»

'

“~ ull

Ahl/ ul-Fatrah (People Without Messengers)

“Ahl ul-Fatrah” are those who lived at a time, or place, or
situation that prevented them from receiving a clear and
convincing message about Allaah ($). Even though they may
have died as disbelievers, Allaah ($#), out of His perfect justice
and mercy, would not admit them to Hell without a fair trial.
He will give them a trial that, in His knowledge, will be

equivalent to the trials that other people face in this life.
Among Ahl ul-Fatrah are those who never received a

messenger from Allaah, young children of disbelievers * who
died before reaching puberty, old people who were senile when
the message came to them, mentally disabled people, deaf
people who could not communicate at all, and so on.

Anas, Aboo Sa‘eed, and others (#@) reported that
the

Prophet (8) said:

4
OLe oly cagtables cally oy dank

1 Soorat Ibraaheem 14:22.
2 As for believers’ children who die before puberty, there are authentic

hadeeths indicating that they will all go to Jannah.
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<On Resurrection Day, four types of individuals
will be brought forward (before Allaah), each

presenting his argument (of not receiving the full
message): a child (who died before puberty), a
mad man, a person that no messenger came in
his time, and a very old man (who became
senile). The Lord (8) will command a tongue to
come out from the Fire, and will then tell them,
“I used to send to my servants messengers from
among themselves and, indeed, I am now My
own messenger to you. Enter this (fire).” As for
those who will be destined to misery, they will
say, “O our Lord, why should we enter this from
which we always used to run away?” Allaah will
tell them, “(If you dare to disobey Me now) you
would then show even more denial and
disobedience to My messengers.” And as for
those who will be destined to happiness, they
will go forth and rush to enter that fire. Thus,
they will enter Jannah, whereas the others will
enter Hell. '

1 Recorded by Aboo Ya‘laa, al-Baghawee, and others. Verified to be authentic

by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah nos. 1434, 2468).



Knowing the Last Day 75 Intercession & Judgment

This should teach us not to pinpoint any disbeliever in this
life and say that he or she will definitely end up in Hell. First of
all, we do not know what their faith will be at the time of death.
Secondly, we usually cannot be sure that they have received the

Message in its true form and then rejected it, which would then
mean that they denied the truth from Allaah. It is only to Allaah
to determine these things, and He will surely do so with perfect
precision on Judgment Day.

This understanding would give us a more positive attitude
when dealing with non-Muslims around us, because every one
of them could potentially be our neighbor in Jannah — may
Allaah (8%) admit us into it with His mercy and generosity,
aameen.

The Witnesses

During Judgment Day, there will be many witnesses against
every person. Therefore, no person will be able to deny any
charges or claims that he had an unfair trial.

ALLAAH’S TESTIMONY

The greatest witness over us is our Lord and Creator:
Allaah (8%). Allaah (3&) is the most precise and watchful
Witness over us. No small action or thought escapes His close
observation. There are things that we did and may have
forgotten, but Allaah forgets nothing. During Judgment Day, He
will disclose to us all what we did:

ys
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«(The punishment will be) on the Day when
Allaahwill resurrect them all and inform them of
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what they did. Allaah had listed it, while they
forgot it, for Allaah is Witness over all things.» '

TESTIMONY OF THE ANGELS
|

There are angels appointed by Allaah as witnesses over each one
of us. Allaah (8%) says:
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«Surely, there are (angels) appointed over you to
watch you. They are honorable recorders. They
know all that you do.» ”

Also, Allaah (88) says:

Oe JOT 05 aloo stake 5p
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«(We know) when the two receiving (angels)
write, seated on the right and on the left. He (the

ya

person) does not utter one word but that with
him is an observer ready (to write it).» °

TESTIMONY OF THE BODY

A person’s limbs and other body parts will also testify against
him on Judgment Day.

Anas (@) reported that once the Prophet (&%) smiled and
then asked his companions, «desi. je <Do you knowaye

1 Soorat al-Mujaadalah 58:6.
2 Soorat al-Infitaar 82:10-12.
3 Soorat Qaaf 50:17-18.
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why I smile?» They replied that they did not. So he (8) told
them:
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<I smile at the way a servant will argue with his
Lord (on Judgment Day), saying, “My Lord, have
You not promised that I will see no injustice on
this Day?” Allaah will answer, “Yes, indeed.”
The servant will say, “I do not then accept any
witness against me except from my own.” Allaah
will say, “«Sufficient is yourself against you this
Day as accountant» ', and sufficient are the noble
recording angels as witnesses.” His mouth will
be then sealed, and his limbs will be commanded
to speak, upon which they will tell about his
deeds. He will then be allowed to speak, and he
will say to his limbs, “Woe and destruction be
yours! I was only trying to defend you.”>

”

How could a hand or foot speak? In the next life, Allaah (38)
will make things happen differently from this life. Thus, some
things will not need a tongue to speak.

Aside from the limbs, other body parts will also speak

1 Soorat al-Israa’ 17:14.
2 Recorded by Muslim.
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against a person during Judgment Day. Allaah (8%) says:
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«(Those who slander the believers will be
severely punished) on the Day when their own

tongues, hands, and feetwill bearwitness against
them according to what they did. On that Day,
Allaah will give them their fair judgment, and
they will realize that Allaah is the Truth and the
Manifest (in His Judgment).»

Exalted be Allaah! Even the tongue that, at one time, was
used by its owner to lie, curse, backbite, and slander — even
that flexible tool will not be under its owner’s control on

Judgment Day. Rather, it will be under full control of the One
who created it, and will not hesitate to testify against its owner.

Allaah (8) also says:
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«And (warn them of) the Day when the enemies
of Allaah will be assembled before the Fire, and
will be harshly driven forward in rows. Thus,

1 Soorat an-Noor 24:24-25,
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when they approach it, their hearing and their
sight and their skin will testify against them,
speaking of what they used to do. They will say
to their skins, “Why have you testified against
us?” They will reply, “Allaah, Who gives speech
to all things, has caused us to speak; it is He who
has created you the first time, and to Him you
are (now) returned.» '

TESTIMONY OF THE EARTH

The earth will also be a witness to what happened on it.
Allaah (88) says:
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«When the earth is shaken with its (utmost)
earthquake, and the earth throws out its burdens,
and the human being cries (with fear), “What is
the matter with it?” — on that Day, it will declare
its news (about all what happened over it of
good or evil). (It will do that) because your Lord
will have commanded it. On that Day, the people
will proceed in scattered groups to be shown
their deeds. So anyone who had done a small
particle’s weight of good will see it, and anyone
who had done a small particle’s weight of evil

1 Soorat Fussilat 41:19-21.
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will see it.» !

The Scales

THE Most ACCURATE SCALES

During Judgment, the Scales will be erected for weighing the

people’s deeds in a most accurate manner. Allaah (8) says:
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«And We will set up the Scales of justice for the
Day of Resurrection, so no soul will be shown
any injustice. And even if there is a mustard
seed’s weight, We will bring it forth (to account).
And sufficient are We as reckoners.» ”

Even our smallest deeds that we may belittle in this life will
be weighed in the Scales without neglect. This tells us that we
should strive to avoid even the smallest bad deeds, and we
should not belittle doing any good deed, even if it appears too
small to be worth our while.

THE SCALES WILL BE HUGE

The Scales will be of enormous proportions, so as to
accommodate large amounts of good deeds, like those of the

prophets. Salmaan reported that the Prophet (&&) said:

My Spell ad O59 gb Roopt

1 Soorat az-Zalzalah 99:1-8.
2 Soorat al-Anbiyaa’ 21:47.
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<During Resurrection Day, the Scales will be set
up such that, even if the heavens and earth were
to be weighed in them, they would accommodate
them. The angels will say, “Our Lord, whose
deeds would be (so great as to be) weighed in
these Scales?” Allaah (8%) will reply, “Whoever’s
deeds I will from among my creation.” The
angels will then say, “Exalted are You! We surely
have not worshiped you as much as You
deserve.”> '

THE DEEDS WILL BE PUT IN THE TWO PANS

The Scales will be real and will have two
pans. The people’s deeds will materialize
and will have weight. A person’s good deeds will be placed in
one pan and his evil deeds in the other. If his good deeds are
heavier, he will enter Jannah; otherwise, he may enter Hell.
Allaah (88) says:
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«It is the Day when people will be like moths,

1 Recorded by al-Haakim. Verified to be authentic by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah
no. 941).
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swarming in confusion, and the mountains will
be like fluffed up wool. Then, as for him whose
scales are heavy (with good deeds), he will be in
a pleasant life. But as for him whose scales are

light, his refuge will be an abyss; and what can
make you know what that will be? An intensely
hot Fire.» '

We should strive to increase our good deeds so as to make
them heavier in the pan of good deeds, and we should avoid
sinning because sins would then weigh down the pan of bad
deeds, making our pan of good deeds too light.

THINGS THAT MAKE THE SCALES HEAVY

The heaviest thing in the Scales is the true and pure belief in
Allaah (8%) and His Messenger (8). ‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Amr (t)
reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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1 Soorat al-Qaari‘ah 101:4-11.
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<Indeed, on Resurrection Day, Allaah will single
out a man in front of the creation, and will
unfold for him ninety-nine records (of bad
deeds), each record extending to the limit of the
eyesight. Allaah will ask him, “Do you deny any
of this? Were my recording scribes (the angels)
unfair to you?” He will reply, “No, my Lord.”
Allaah will ask him, “Do you have any excuse?”
He will reply, “No, my Lord.” Allaah will say,
“However, you have one good deed recorded
with Us, and indeed, there is no injustice Today.”
A card is then brought out that reads, “I bear
witness that there is no true god except Allaah
and that Muhammad is His Servant and
Messenger.” Allaah will tell him, “Prepare your
weights.” He will respond, “O my Lord, what
would this card do against all these records?”
Allaah will say, “You will not be shown any
injustice.” When the records are placed in one
pan and the card in the other, the records will
rise and the card will overweigh them for, truly,
nothing can overweigh Allaah’s name.» '

This man had strong and pure belief in Allaah (8%) and His
Messenger. At the same time, he committed many sins that, in
Allaah’s knowledge and mercy, did not add up to the
Shahaadah's weight. It is possible that his lack of good deeds was
because he embraced Islaam shortly before he died *. It is also

possible that his sins were all small and minor, and that he had
good deeds but they were unimportant

compared
to the

Shahaadah. Allaah knows best.

1 Recorded by at-Tirmithee and Ibn Maajah. Verified to be authentic by al-
Albaanee (al-Mishkaah no. 5492).

2 This would be similar to the case of the man who killed one hundred people
and then embraced Islaam and died, which is discussed in the second part
of this series: “Knowing the Angels”.
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The next heaviest thing in the Scales is good manners. Aboo
ad-Dardaa’ (#») reported that the Prophet (8) said:
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<On Resurrection Day, the heaviest thing in a
Scales are good manners.» '

This should urge us to adorn ourselves with all sorts of good
manners, such as truthfulness, respect to the elders, kindness to
the parents and other people, patience, generosity, courage,
chastity, and so on.

Furthermore, good deeds quickly increase the weight in our
Scales, especially because a good deed is multiplied ten times or
more. Allaah ($8) says:
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«Whoever comes with a good deed, he will have
ten times as much; and whoever comes with an
evil deedwill not be recompensed except the like
of it; and they will not be wronged.»

”

Among the most important good deeds that can weigh down
our Scales are statements that we use for praising Allaah. Aboo
Hurayrah (#5) reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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1 Recorded by Aboo Daawood, Ahmad, and others. Verified to be authentic

by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 876).
2 Soorat al-An‘aam 6:160.
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«There are two statements that are light on the
tongue, heavy on the Scales, and beloved by the
Most Merciful: “Subhaan Allaahi wa-bihamdih
(Exalted is Allaah, and praise be to Him);
subhaan Allaah il-‘Azeem (Exalted is Allaah the
Great). '

THINGS THAT Do NOT WEIGH IN THE SCALES

There are, on the other hand, people who do many good deeds,
but their deeds will not count in the hereafter, nor will they
have any weight in the Scales. This is because they disbelieved
in Allaah and did their deeds for other than His sake.

Allaah ($§%) says:
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«And We will approach the deeds they (the
wicked) did and turn them into dispersed dust.» ”

And Allaah (8%) says: —
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«Say (O Muhammad), “Shall we inform you of
the greatest losers as to their deeds, and whose

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.
_

2 Soorat al-Furqaan 25:23.
,
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effort is lost in the worldly life while they think
they are accomplishing well?” They are those
who disbelieve in their Lord’s messages and in
meeting Him, which made their deeds worthless,
and We will not assign to them on Resurrection
Day any weight. That is their recompense: Hell
for their disbelief and for taking My messages
and My messengers in ridicule.» *

The Records

RECORDS OF THE RIGHTEOUS

Each person will receive his book of records in his hand. For the
righteous, they will receive their book in their right hand, which
will indicate their success and that they will enter Jannah.
Allaah (88) says:
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«As for him whose record will be placed in his
right hand, he will say, “Come (O people) and
read my record! Indeed, I knew that (one day) I
would have to face my account.” So he will bein
a pleasant life, in an elevated garden, its fruits
within easy reach. (Those who are thus blessed
will be told,) “Eat and drink in satisfaction in

1 Soorat al-Kahf 18:103:106.
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return for what you put forth in the days past.”» '

RECORDS OF THE WRONGDOERS

As for the wrongdoers, they will receive their book in their left
hand and from behind their back. This will indicate their failure
and that Hell will be their abode. Allaah (8%) says:
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«But as for him whose record will be placed in
his left hand, he will say, “Oh, I wish I had
never been shown my record, and had never
known what is my account. I wish it (my death)
had been the end of me! Of no help to me is all
that I possessed, and gone from me is my power
of argument.” (The command will then be
issued,) “Seize him and shackle him, then shove
him into Hellfire, then set him into a chain
whose length is seventy cubits *. Indeed, he did
not believe in Allaah, the Most Great, nor did he
encourage (himself and others) to feed the needy.
So, this Day, he has no friend, nor any food —

1 Soorat al-Haaggah 69:19-24.
2 Acubit is an old measure of length that corresponds to about 50 cm. (20 in.).
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except the filth that only the sinners eat.”» '

Allaah (8%) also says:
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«As for him who is given his record in his right
hand, he will be given an easy judgment, and
will turn joyfully to his people. But as for him
who is given his record behind his back, he will
wish for complete destruction, and will burn in
the blazing flame.» ”

The Prophet’s Pond

During the long stand of Assembly and Judgment, the people
will be hot and thirsty. A cool and sweet drink will be most
welcome. Sure enough, such a drink will be offered — only to
true believers.

Streams from Jannah will flow to the plane of Assembly,
filling a hawd (or pond) of immense proportions. According to
some scholars, this pond will draw its water from al-Kawthar
river that Allaah granted to His Prophet Muhammad (88).

Allaah (88) will set the Prophet (&) in charge of this Pond,
giving him instructions to only allow true believers to drink
from it. Anyone who drinks from it will never be thirsty again.
In what follows, we only present a few of the many hadeeths

describing the Prophet's (&) Pond.
‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Amr (t#) reported that the Prophet (&#) said:

1 Soorat al-Haaggah 69:25-37.
2 Soorat al-Inshiqaag 84:7-12.
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«My Pond is as wide as a month’s travel. Its sides
are equal (i.e., it is square), its water is whiter
than milk, its smell sweeter than musk, its cups
like the stars of the sky (in number). Whoever
drinks from it once will never be thirsty

'thereafter.»

Aboo Hurayrah (%) reported that the Prophet (&) said about
his Pond: ,
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<Indeed, it is whiter than snow and sweeter than
honey with milk. And indeed, its cups are more
than the stars in the sky. And indeed, I will be
averting some people

” from approaching it like
a man would avert straying camels from his
water.

On hearing this, the Sahaabah asked the Prophet (8%), “Will you
then be able to recognize us?” He replied:

Sl pe Clee (58 gle «easyvse
<Yes, you will come to me with shiny faces and

1 This hadeeth was recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
2 Those will be the hypocrites and the apostates.
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limbs from the trace of wudoo’ (ablution).> !

Anas reported that the Prophet (8) said about his Pond:(@)
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<Two spouts from Jannah, one made of gold and
the other of silver, pour into it. 2

Thawbaan (4) reported that the Prophet (&) said about his

Pond: .
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<You will see in it cups of gold and silver like
the amount of stars in the sky. °

Sahl Bin Sa’d (#) reported that the Prophet (8) said:
gD . 2 ° a . ot 7
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<Indeed, I will precede you to the Pond. Whoever
passes by me will drink, and whoever drinks
will never be thirsty after that. There will come
to me (to drink) people ‘* that I knew and they
knew me, but they will be taken away (without
drinking).>

°

May Allaah, withHis bounty and generosity,make us among

This hadeeth was recorded by Muslim.
This hadeeth was recorded by Muslim.
This hadeeth was recorded by Muslim.
Those will be the hypocrites from the (&B) time.
Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.a
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those who quench their thirst from this Pond along with the
Prophet (#) and his Companions (#5).

The Siraat

Siraat meansa clear path. In this life, it refers to the true religion
of Islaam. Allaah (8#) instructs us to say:

all WalCO

«Guide us (O Allaah) to the straight Path.»
'

In the next life, Siraat refers to a bridge that will hang over
Hell. All those who claim to be true believers in Allaah will
have to cross this bridge — even the prophets. This will happen
near the end of Judgment, after the followers of false gods and
religions will have already been taken to Hell.

Allaah’s Messenger (8) said:
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1 Soorat al-Faatihah 1:6.



Chapter 3 92 Eemaan Made Easy - 5

<During Judgment Day, an announcer will call,
“Let every people follow what they used to

worship.” Thus, no one who used to worship
other than Allaah, of idols or symbols, but will
fall into the Fire. When there will remain only
those who worshiped Allaah — whether rightly
or wrongly, the Lord of the Creation will come to
them and say, “What are you awaiting?” They
will reply, “We will remain in this place until
our Lord comes to us.” He will ask them, “Is
there between you and Hima sign that you can

recognize?” Theywill reply, “Yes.” The Lordwill
then show His leg '. Therewill be no person who
used to willingly make sujood to Allaah but that
Allaah will allow him to make sujood. And no

person who used to make sujood for deception or
show-off but that Allaah will turn his back into
one block so that he would fall on his back every
time he attempts to make sujood.>

Right after this, the Siraat will be set up over Hell, as a final
means of eliminating the hypocrites and imposters. The
Prophet (8) continued:
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1 All of Allaah’s authentic qualities and actions must be accepted without
suspending their meaning or likening Him to His creation. This is discussed
in detail in the first book of this series: “Knowing Allaah”.
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<The Siraat will then be extended over the two
ends of Hell. I will be the first messenger to
cross it with his followers. In Hell (to the sides
of the Siraat), there will be hooks that only
Allaah knows the extent of their size. They will
snatch the people according to their deeds. Some
people will pass as fast as an eye’s blink, others
like lightning, others like wind, others like birds,
others like good horses or camels, and so on.
Some people will pass secure and unharmed,
others will be scratched but released, and others
will be rounded up in the Hellfire.» *

The Siraat, then, is a bridge over Hell, bordered with huge
iron hooks that snatch the sinful. It will be sharp and slippery.
Aboo Sa‘eed reported that the Prophet described it as:

( dad Ney

<A path that causes slipping and tripping. ”

uss

Those who follow the Siraat of Islaam well in this life will be
able to cross the Siraat of the Hereafter easily. As for a

wrongdoer, the greater that he deviated from Islaam, the harder
that it will be for him to cross it. Aboo Hurayrah (#) reported
that the Prophet (8) said:

Ui peda WE wt cm
<There will even be some people (on the Siraat)
who will not be able to move except to crawl.» *

1 This is a combination of two hadeeths that were recorded by al-Bukhaaree,
Muslim, and others from Aboo Hurayrah and Aboo Sa‘eed al-Khudree (ti).

2 Recorded by ai-Bukhaaree.
3 Recorded by Muslim.
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And Aboo Sa’eed (#) reported that the Prophet (i) said:

a
s s a.7da

Cree A Pl igi
<The last among them (on the Siraat) will only
pass it by being dragged along.»

'

Those who follow the light of truth in this life will be given
a bright light in the next life that will enable them to cross the
Siraat. The hypocrites, on the other hand, will be denied the light
and doomed in Hell because they only pretended to follow the
truth in this life. Jaabir (4) reported that the Prophet (8%) said:

hey Aigry oF lish cee sl Giles gis Ghul JS yn
2

é . .

ghl ad
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«Every person,whether hypocrite or believer,will
then be given a light that he will use to see his
way (on the Siraat). There will be hooks and
thorns on the Bridge of Hell that will snatch
whomever Allaah wills. The light of the

hypocriteswill later be extinguished, so that only
(true) believers will be saved.» ”

Various Intercessions

INTERCESSION OF THE PROPHETS AND THE ANGELS

Intercession with Allaah can only be done by those whom
Allaah (8%) approves, and for a cause that He approves, as

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree.
2 Recorded by Muslim.
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He (8) says:
Yoo sare gail (3 ea)5ddl YI

«Who is he that can intercede with Him except
with His permission?» '

We have seen this in the (8) Major Intercession. In
addition, the Prophet Muhammad (8) will be granted several
forms of intercession for his followers during Judgment Day.

Aboo Hurayrah (4) reported that the Prophet (&) said:

Prophet's

cet SS ford cael 8469Ces IN
wt oe a fou, z

9 9 (gue doles Spc.Ol Sly
(3

Preyer)

<Every prophet is granted an acceptable du‘aa for
his people, and each prophet has already made
his du‘aa. But indeed, I saved my du‘aa to
intercede for my followers on Judgment Day. ”

And in Aboo Hurayrah’s (4) hadeeth about the Major
Intercession, the Prophet (8) said:

dos |”: eal geal 2) L” «‘bh
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<I will then raise my head and say, “O my Lord,
my Ummah, my Ummah.” And it will be said (to
me), “O Muhammad, admit into Jannah those
from your Ummah who have nothing to account
for — admit them through the far right gate of

1 Soorat al-Baqarah 2:255.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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Jannah, and they may also enter with other
people through the remaining gates.”>

'

Similarly, each prophet will intercede with Allaah on behalf
of his followers, and the angels will also intercede for the
believers. Aboo Sa‘eed (4%) reported that the Prophet (&%) said:

«, . ans con,” sa! J pda»ISS!
<Allaah will say, “The angels have interceded,
and the prophets have interceded ...> ”

INTERCESSION OF THE BELIEVERS

The believers who pass the Siraat will intercede on behalf of
other believers who will have entered Hell for their sins. In the
above-cited hadeeth of Aboo Sa‘eed, the Prophet (&) continued:
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<When the believers are beyond the Fire, they
will plead with Allaah on behalf of their brothers
who will then be in the Fire, saying, “Our Lord,
they used to fast with us, pray with us, and go to

hajj (pilgrimage) with us.” So they will be told,
“Take out whomever you can recognize of them.”
Thus they will take out (of the Fire) a large
number of people. °

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
3 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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ALLAAH’S INTERCESSION

Allaah (8%), out of his unbounded mercy, will also intercede for
(i.e., forgive) some believers who will have been admittedto
Hell for their major sins!

In the above hadeeth of Aboo Sa‘eed, the Prophet (8) added:

ms
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<Allaah will then say, “The angels have
interceded, the prophets have interceded, and the
believers have interceded. Only the Most
Merciful of the merciful is left.” So He will take
a handful of people from the Fire, thus removing
from it people who never did any good. The
people of Jannah will later call them, “The Ones
Freed by the Most Merciful”. '

Those whom Allaah will remove from the Fire are people
who only had the basic belief in their hearts, but never
implemented it with any good deeds. As for those who had not
the tiniest trace of belief, they will remain permanently in Hell.

THE QUR’AAN’S INTERCESSION

The Qur’aan will also intercede for the believers
who recited and memorized it in the first life. Aboo
Umaamah («s) said that the Prophet (&) said:

L575) alowed Laks ULM ayol Ls SLU Ls)

1 This hadeeth was recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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Legals age Legs Slee JI if) ay!

yc glby pb go glib Lglsl
<Recite the Qur’aan, because it will come on the
Day of Resurrection interceding for its reciters.
Recite the two glorious soorahs, al-Baqarah and
Aal ‘Imraan, because they will come on the Day
of Resurrection like two clouds, or two flocks of
birds flying with their wings spread, arguing on
behalf of their reciters.> '

Lagslowel okie lat

The Qur’aan’s intercession will also benefit in raising a
believers’s position in Jannah. ‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Amr reported
that the Prophet (8%) said:

(se)
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lng
<A reciter (and memorizer) of the Qur’aanwill be
told, “Read and rise, and recite as you did in the
first life. Your final position will surely be
according to the last aayah that you used to
read. ”

The Bridge

After crossing the Siraat, the believers will be very close to the

gates of Jannah. However, they will not be able to enter it as yet.
First, theywill have to settle any small resentment or dislike that
they may have toward other believers. They will do this on

1 Recorded by Muslim and Ahmad.
2 Recorded by Ahmad and others. Verified to be authentic by al-Albaanee

(Saheeh ul-Jaami’ no. 8122).
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another bridge that leads straight to Jannah. Aboo Sa’eed al-
Khudree («#) reported that the Prophet (8) said:

BERN ony [pend gue yell Gad Lilo
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<After the believers are secure from the Fire, they
will be held on a bridge between Jannah and
Hell. They will then settle some grievances that
happened among them in the first life. Once they
are purified and rectified, they will be permitted
to enter Jannah. By the One in whose hand is
Muhammad’s soul, theywill be able to find their
house in Jannah more easily than they used to
find their house in the first life. !

We are not told how will they settle their grievances. Would
it be with the angels’ supervision? Would they agree on
exchanging favors in Jannah? Allaah knows best. But there will
surely be an agreeable settlement thatwill leave no hard feelings
in anyone’s heart, and they will all be ready to enter Jannah as
loving brothers and friends. May Allaah ($%) make us among
those who will safely reach that stage, aameen.

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree.
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Questions and Exercises

1. In the following table, check all true statements
(41 points):

Statement

The Judgment will be done by Allaah alone.

During Judgment, some of our secrets will remain
hidden from everyone.

On Judgment Day, the Prophet (8) will be the chief of
all people.

The Major Intercession will be done by Aadam.

Even before he died, the Prophet (8%) knew how he
would praise Allaah in the next life.

Allaah (88) is the fastest of all judges.

Transgressions among animals will be settled.

On Judgment Day, thousands of angels will bear the
Throne.

On Judgment Day, the angels will come in ranks.

On Judgment Day, the people will be lined up in rows
before Allaah.

During Judgment, the people will have friendly
conversations with their old friends.

A person’s book of records will contain the important
and big matters but will leave out petty issues.

Some people will manage to hide from Judgment.



Knowing the Last Day 101 Intercession & Judgment

Statement

Some people will carry extra weights in addition to their
own burden.

Some people will help their friends in carrying their
burdens.

People will care more about themselves than about their
close relatives.

A disbeliever would wish to sacrifice all people to save
himself.

Allaah will ask us how we used His favors.

The first thing to be settled among people is blood.

During Judgment, we will first be asked about our
fasting.

It will be a good sign for a person if his account isi

audited.

During Judgment,
Allaah will only speak to the

believers.

On Resurrection Day, some sinful individuals will be
denied Allaah’s merciful look.

The only currency on Judgment Day is the Deenaar.

Some people with loads of good deeds will go to Hell.

During Judgment, Allaah will cover some believers’
secrets.

Allaah will expose the disbelievers in front of all the
creation.

Some people may be able to appeal Allaah’s Judgment.
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Statement J
Light scales are better than heavy scales on Judgment
Day.

During Judgment, a cardmay sometimes be heavier than|

many books of bad records.

Those who receive their book of records in the right
hand will be most happy.

Those who receive their book of records in the left hand
will get a second chance.

Those who receive their book of records behind thein
back will be miserable.

Some hypocrites will drink from the Pond.

All believers will quickly cross the Siraat.

The disbelievers will be taken to the Fire before the
Siraat.

K |The hypocrites will make sujood with the believers.

The hypocrites will have just enough light to cross the
Siraat.

After the Siraat, the believers will still need to clear their
hearts before they enter Jannah.

Hell will be brought to view prior to starting the
Judgment.

Satan will stand by his followers to the end.

We can always be sure that the disbelievers that we
know will end up in Hell.

Prophet’s
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2. Mention and explain four witnesses that will testify against a
person in the hereafter: (8 points)

3. Mention and briefly explain the five things about which we
will definitely be asked during Judgment: (10 points):

Witness Description

Item Brief Explanation
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4. Mention and briefly describe the three types of people who
will first be thrown into Hell: (6 points):

5. Mention four qualities of the Scales of Judgment: (4 points)

1 3

2 4

6. Mention and explain five types of intercession during
Judgment Day: (8 points)

Type Brief Description

Type Description
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7. Mention eight qualities of the (8) Pond: (8 points)Prophet’s

1 5

2

3

4

8. Mention four qualities of the Bridge over Hell: (4 points)

3

4

9. Mention four things that will be heavy on the Scales (4 points)

3

4

10. Mention seven individuals thatAllaahwill not speak to, look
at, or purify during Resurrection: (7 points)

1 5

2 6

3 7





CHAPTER 4

PARADISE

Introducing Jannah

WHAT IS JANNAH?

Jannah is the spacious and magnificent place that Allaah (8)
prepared for His servants who believe in Him and follow His
commands. It is a reward for their truthful faith and righteous
actions. Allaah ($8) says:
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«Hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a
Garden as wide as the heavens and earth,
prepared for the pious.» '

When we think of Jannah, we think of a magnificent and
peaceful place filled with many nice things to see, eat, drink,
smell, and enjoy; a place where a person is free from worries,
hardships, and aging; a place where a person gets whatever he
desires, and there is no end to what he can have.

In this chapter, we explore some of the information about
Jannah that is contained in the texts of the Qur’aan and Sunnah.
This should increase our longing for Jannah and make us
implore Allaah earnestly to admit us into it, aameen.

Literally, “Jannah” means “Garden”, and is sometimes
translated as “Paradise”. It is the great Garden that contains

1 Soorat Aal ‘Imraan 3:133.

107
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numerous smaller gardens for the believers.

THE CREATION OF JANNAH

Allaah (8%) created Jannah before he created people. The first
person to ever see it was the angel Jibreel (#4). Allaah (8%) first
showed Jibreel Jannah in its true beauty and glory. He then
showed it to him after veiling it with distractions that blur most
people’s vision.

Aboo Hurayrah (#5) reported that the Prophet (4) said:

Cad dl YU Cail Lye Ju SLI Jil Gls>
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«When Allaah created Jannah, He told Jibreel, “O
Jibreel, go look at it.” Looking atwhat Allaah has
prepared in it for its dwellers, Jibreel came back
and said, “O my Lord, by Your glory, no one who
hears of it but will enter it.”

So Allaah surrounded Jannahwith difficulties
and then told Jibreel, “O Jibreel, now go look at
it.” After looking at it, Jibreel came back and
said, “O my Lord, by Your glory, I am afraid that
none will be able to enter it.”> '

This hadeeth tells us that Jannah is so delightful and
marvelous that no person in his right senses would ever want to

1 Recorded by Aboo Daawood, at-Tirmithee, and others. Verified to be
authentic by al-Albaanee (al-Mishkaat no. 5625).



Knowing the Last Day 109 Paradise

miss it. Yet, it will be hard to enter it because of the struggles
and hardships that surround it. The hardships dispel most
people from this beautiful place — except for those who have
clear sight and ability to distinguish between truth and
falsehood.

Description of Jannah

Its NAMES

Many descriptive names are used in the Qur’aan and Sunnah to
refer to Jannah. The following are some examples:

* Al-Jannah (the Garden) '
* Jannat ul-Ma’waa (the Garden of Resort) ?

* Jannaat ‘Adn (the Gardens of Residence) ?

* Jannaat ul-Firdaws (the Gardens of Paradise) *

* Jannat ul-Khuld (the Garden of Eternity)
°

* Jannaat un-Na‘eem (the Gardens of Delight)
°

* Daar us-Salaam (the Dwelling of Peace) ’
* Daar ul-Muqaamah (the Dwelling of Residence) §

These names are descriptive because they describe various
aspects of the Jannah’s pleasures that we will discuss below.

As in Soorat Maryam 19:63.
As in Soorat un-Najm 53:15.
As in Soorat Maryam 19:61.
As in Soorat al-Kahf 18:107.
As in Soorat al-Furqaan 25:15.
As in Soorat Luqmaan 31:8.
As in Soorat al-An‘aam 6:127,
As in Soorat Faatir 35:35.

A
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It Is BEYOND IMAGINATION

Nothing in Jannah is similar to what is in this world. Jannah’s
magnificence is beyond our perception or comprehension. It is
described for us with familiar names and terms to enable us to

imagine some of its grandeur. But, in reality, it is far greater
than our wildest dreams.

The luxuries of Jannah are such that no human eye has seen,
no ear has heard, and no heart can imagine. Therefore, in what
follows, we can only see very little glimpses from the bright
beams of Jannah, hoping and imploring Allaah (88) to make us
see it in its full glory in the next life, aameen.

Allaah (8%) says:
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«’No soul knows what has been reserved for
them of comfort for eyes as reward for what they
used to do.» '

Abu Hurayrah reported that the Prophet said that
Allaah (8) said:
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<“I have prepared forMy righteous servants what
no eye has seen, no ear has heard, and what has

ond Lal! woitel »

not occurred to a human heart.”> ”

We can be certain that Allaah will fulfill His promise, and

1 Soorat as-Sajdah 32:17.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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that His mercy and generosity are beyond limits. Great indeed
will His reward be for the deserving believers; so let us compete
to be among them.

ITS ETERNALITY

Jannah will last eternally. There will be no end to its glory, its
pleasures, or its dwellers. Allaah ($8) says:
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«As for those who will have been blessed with
happiness, they will be granted Jannah, abiding
therein as long as the heavens and the earth
endure, except what your Lord should will — an

uninterrupted gift.» '

According to scholars, the exception in this aayah refers to
non-eternal beings that Allaah will create for the pleasure of the
people of Jannah, such as birds for eating, game animals, etc.
These, obviously, will not remain in Jannah forever.

Aboo Sa’eed and Aboo Hurayrah reported that the

Prophet (i) said:
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<After the people of Jannah enter it, a caller (from
Allaah)

|

will announce, “Indeed, you are

promised now to live and never die, to be

1 Soorat Hood 11:108.
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healthy and never weaken, to be youthful and
never age, and to be happy and never grieve.”>

'

Thus, Allaah (8%) will grant the believers everlasting
happiness as a reward for their long-lasting, firm, and
unbending faith in Him.

‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Umar (%) reported that the Prophet (&)
said:
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<When the people of Jannah will have entered it,
and the people of the Fire will have entered it,
death will be brought (in the form of a horned
ram), will be placed between Jannah and Hell,
and will then be slain. An announcementwill be
made, “O people of Jannah, you will live
eternally without death, and, O people of Hell,
you will live eternally without death.” The
people of Jannah will be even more happy (to
hear this), and the people of the Fire will be even
more sorrowful. ”

Therefore, when death, materialized as
: in 3 :

a ram, will be slain in the sight of pati
everyone, no doubt will remain in
anyone’s heart as to the eternality of the
new life.

ee

1 Recorded by Muslim.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and Ahmad.
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ITs GATES

Jannah has gates through which the believers will enter. The
width of each gate is the distance of forty years of travel, and a

Day will come when they will all be crowded with people.
'

Once inside, the believers will never come out again, nor will
they ever wish to! That will be the end of all their worries and
concerns. Upon entering it, the angels will greet them with, “As-
Salaamu ‘alaykum — peace be upon you.” Allaah says:(88)

eh Sele UL” GES4 Is WII cos
VY KO “Gaal 6LSE

«And those who feared and obeyed their Lord
will be led to Jannah in groups. When they reach
it, its gates will be open, and its keepers will say
to them, “Peace be upon you! You have done
well. Enter it, then, for eternal life.”» ?
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Specifically, Jannah has eight gates. A believer who excelled
in a particular act of worship will be invited to enter Jannah
through the gate pertaining to that act. Sahl Bin Sa‘d (#»)
reported that the Prophet (&)said:

4
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<Jannah has eight gates, one of them called ar-

Rayyaan (the Thirst Quencher) that only those
who fasted (frequently) will °enter.»

1 This is recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and others.
2 Soorat az-Zumar 39:73.
3 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree.
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A believers who excelled in several acts of worship will be
invited to enter through several gates, and it will be up to him
to choose which gate to enter. We should, then, strive to do
more prayer, charity, fasting, etc., with the hope of attaining the
honor of being invited to enter through more than one gate.

ITs LEVELS

Even though all those who enter Jannah will be in eternal joy
and happiness, they will not all be of the same level therein.
They will vary in their levels according to their good deeds in
this life.

Aboo Hurayrah reported that the Prophet (&) said:cabsad )
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<Whoever believes in Allaah and His Messenger,
performs the prayer, and fasts Ramadhaan, itwill
be a right upon Allaah to admit him to Jannah —
whether he migrates for Allaah’s cause or
remains in his homeland.»

On hearing this, the companions asked the Prophet (&), “O
Allaah’s Messenger, should we not announce this to the

people?” He (88) replied:
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<Indeed, Jannah has one hundred levels that
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Allaah (88) prepared for those who strive for His
cause, the distance between every two levels is
like that between the heaven and earth.
Therefore, when you ask Allaah, ask Him for al-
Firdaws al-A‘laa (the Uppermost Paradise); it is
the highest and best part of Jannah; immediately
above it is the Most Merciful’s Throne, and the
rivers of Jannah flow out of it. '

The difference between the levels of Jannah is extremely
large. Aboo Sa‘eed (4%) reported that the Prophet said:(B)
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«Indeed, the people in Jannah will observe those
of the high levels above them like you observe a

bright star far in the horizon — because of the
great difference among them.> ”

We should remember that our deeds in this life determine
our level in Jannah. We should not be content with the lowest
levels of Jannah. Rather, we should strive hard and ask Allaah
sincerely admit us to the Uppermost Paradise, which is the best
and highest part of Jannah.

THE FIRST PEOPLE TO ENTER IT

The first human to enter Jannah will be the Prophet
Muhammad (8). Anas (4s) reported that the Prophet (8%) said:

4 Gan ww wtSCAT eye” SBI oy SLI ln«Cents

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Ahmad.
2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and Ahmad.
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<On Resurrection Day, I will come to the gate of
Jannah and seek admission. The gatekeeper will
say, “Who are you?” I will reply, “Muhammad.”
He will say, “I have been commanded to open
for you, and for no one before you.”>

'

Those who will enter Jannah next will be the prophets and
best of the righteous. They will look most beautiful and
gracious. Aboo Hurayrah reported that the Prophet
said:

(4) (8)
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<The first group of people entering Jannah will
be like a full-moon (in brilliance), and those
following them will be like the brightest star in
the sky.

They will not urinate, nor defecate, nor blow
their nose from mucus, nor spit. Their sweat will
be musk. Theirwiveswill be al-Hoor ul-’Een (the
Wide-Eyed Maidens). Their characters will be
similar (in elegance). Theywill all resemble their
forefather Aadam: sixty cubits ” tall.» °

Recorded by Muslim.
2 A cubit (or arm-length) is about 50 cm (or 20 in). We have shown in the

fourth book of this series, “Knowing the Prophets”, that Aadam was an
enormous man. Thus will his descendants be in Jannah.

3 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.

1
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We see from this hadeeth that, in Jannah, the believers will be
free of all bodily functions that are considered tedious and
unpleasant. As for their character, theywill be alike in goodness,
none of them having evil or rude qualities.

A special merit will be given to the believers who were tried
with poverty in this life and, therefore, will not have to account
for wealth in the next life: they will precede the rich believers
into Jannah by many years! ‘Abdullaah Bin ‘Amr (t%) reported
that the Prophet (8) said:

(Lad Opal SY Moll age oe ae yl «Lid af»at!

<Indeed, on Resurrection Day, the poor among
the Muhaajiroon

' will precede the wealthy to
Jannah by forty years.»

”

THE LAST PEOPLE To ENTER IT

The people in the lowest level of Jannah will mostly be the
believers who committed many major sins and never repented
from them. They will first receive punishment in Hell before
entering Jannah, and they will be placed in its lowest levels.

After having received their allotted portion in the Fire for
their sins, those believers who will lose consciousness and feel
no additional pain— until Allaah (8%) decrees for them to enter
Jannah. Aboo Sa‘eed al-Khudree (@) reported that the

Prophet (&%) said:
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1 The sahaabah who migrated from Makkah to Madinah.
2 Recorded by Muslim.



Chapter 4 118 Eemaan Made Easy - 5
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<As for the people of the Fire who are truly
attributed to it, they will abide in it eternally,
neither dying nor living. But there are people
(who should not be attributed to it) that the Fire
will have struck them because of their sins,
causing them to die. After they have turned to
dead coals, permission will be given for
intercession, and they will be brought in piles
and spread around the rivers of Jannah. The
people of Jannah will then be told, “Pour water
over them.” Thus, they will grow like a seed
grows when it is hit by rain water. '

19 pbb |pcan

There will be a special treatment for the very last of the
sinful believers to enter Jannah. This is largely detailed in some
hadeeths, but we present here a shorter version. IbnMas‘ood (4)
reported that the Prophet (i) said:
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<Indeed, I know the person who will be the last
to exit from Hell and the last to enter Jannah: a
man who will exit from the Fire crawling.

1 Recorded by Muslim.
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Allaah (8%) will tell him, “Go enter Jannah.”
When he tries to enter it, it will appear full to
him. So he will turn back and say, “O my Lord,
I found it full.” Again, Allaah will tell him, “Go
enter Jannah.” And again, it will appear full to
him and he will turn back and say, “O my Lord,
I found it full.” Allaah will then tell him, “Go
enter Jannah, and you will be given ten times as
much as in the whole worldly life.” That man
will be at the lowest level among the people of
Jannah. '

ITS TREES AND VEGETATION

Jannah is full of shady trees that are always heavy with fruits.
Their stems are made of pure gold. Aboo Hurayrah (#4)
reported that the Prophet (8) said:

Cbdoe bly VY) BoutAd)9 Len

<There is no tree in Jannah but that it has a gold
stem.> ”

Some trees in Jannah are of enormous proportions. Aboo
Sa’eed (#5) reported that the Prophet (8) said:

Oo Ugalay
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<Indeed, there is in Jannah a tree that a rider of
a swift horse (from this life) would not be able to
cross it in one hundred years.»

*

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.
Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.

3 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
2
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ITs RIVERS

Jannah has numerous rivers filled with various good drinks.
They flow beneath the palaces and dwellings of the people of
Jannah so they can reach and drink from them whenever they
wish. Allaah (88) says:
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«Indeed, Allaah will admit those who have
believed and done righteous deeds to gardens
beneath which rivers flow.» '

The most common substances flowing in the Jannah’s rivers
are: pure water, milk, nonintoxicating wine, and honey — all
most sweet and refreshing. Allaah ($8) says:
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«Here is a parable of the Garden thatis promised
to the righteous: It has rivers of water that time
does not alter, rivers of milk whose taste never
declines, rivers of wine delicious to those who
drink, and rivers of purified honey; they will
have in it all kinds of fruits, in addition to

forgiveness from their Lord. Can this be
compared to those who will abide eternally in

1 Soorat Muhammad 47:12.
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the Fire and will be given to drink boiling water
that will cut their intestines to pieces?»

*

These rivers gush out from seas full of the same fluids.
Mu’aawiyah Bin Haydah (#) reported that the Prophet
said:

CMU! gaty «hull Sty cll St GLI 3 SL
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<Indeed, there is in Jannah a sea of water, a sea
of honey, a sea of milk, and a sea of wine. The
rivers then gush out from them.» ”

One of the famous rivers of Jannah is al-Kawthar that Allaah
granted to His Messenger Muhammad (8). During his Israa’

(night) journey, the Prophet (i) entered Jannah, accompanied by
Jibreel (38), and saw many of its marvels. Anas (4) reported
that the Prophet (8) said:
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<I entered Jannah and saw a river whose banks
were lined with tents, each tent made of one

(large) pearl. I touched with my hand the stream-
bed and found nice smelling musk. I asked
Jibreel, “What is this river, O Jibreel?” He
replied, “This is al-Kawthar river that Allaah

1 Soorat Muhammad 47:15.
2 Recorded by at-Tirmithee and Ahmad. Verified to be authentic by al-

Albaanee (al-Mishkaah no. 5576).
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granted you. '

Qualities of those Who Will Enter Jannah

In the texts of the Qur’aan and Sunnah, we find
specific qualities for those who will enter Jannah. In
this section, we present several of these qualities.
We should remember, however, that one important
quality must encompass all: a true belief in Allaah
that is not marred by any shirk. A person who does
not possess this quality will never qualify to enter
Jannah.

When we study these qualities, we should develop a strong
urge to acquire them and adorn ourselves with them in order to
deserve the great prize to which they lead — a prize of victory
and eternal happiness, away from the roaring and crushing of
Hell. Allaah (88) says:

3a |r 0 2 ool 7or 4
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«They cannot be equal: the people of the Fire and
the people of Jannah. The people of Jannah are
the successful.» ”

THEY WORK FOR IT

This life is short-termed and filled with disturbances that spoil
its pleasures, whereas Jannah is eternal and filled with perfect,
unblemished happiness. Allaah ($§) designated this life as the

only portal for entering Jannah. Entering Jannah, then, is a result
of our performance in this life. Knowing this should push us to

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Ahmad, and others.
2 Soorat al-Hashr 60:20.
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strive for our magnificent goal. Allaah (8%) says:

- - - SQ é oe
V¥ iS bey yaya! gl dod! BUG)
«And that is Jannah that you are made to inherit
for what you used to do.» '

And Allaah (88) says:

YE oS Oude! TS alld egy reGly GD
«They will have whatever they desire with their
Lord. That is the reward of the doers of good»

”

(O

THEY BELIEVE IN ALLAAH

The people of Jannah are those who hold a true belief in
Allaah (38): He is the Creator and Lord, He is the only God who
deserves to be worshiped, and He has the most excellent names
and attributes °. Allaah (8%) says:
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«Allaah has promised the believing men and
women gardens beneath which rivers flow,
wherein they will abide eternally, and blessed
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dwellings in the Gardens of Residence; but
greater than that is Allaah’s approval. That is the

1 Soorat az-Zukhruf 43:72.
2 Soorat az-Zumar 39:34.
3 This belief was discussed in the first book of this series: “Knowing Allaah”.
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supreme victory.»
'

THEY ACT RIGHTEOUSLY

In addition to true faith, the better a believer’s deeds are, the

higher that his level in Jannah will be. Allaah ($8) says:
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«Surely, those who say, “Our Lord is Allaah
Alone,” and act righteously, the angels descend
upon them (at the time of death) saying, “Do not
fear or grieve. We bring you the good news of
Jannah that you were promised. We have been
your allies in the first life and will be so in the
last, and you will receive then whatever your
souls desire, and you will receive whatever you
request — as accommodation from the Forgiving
and Merciful.» *

THEY HAVE TAQWAA

Taqwaa (or piety) is the highest form of righteousness. It means

fearing Allaah and revering Him to the extent of earnestly
fulfilling His commands and avoiding His prohibitions. People
with taqwaa will quickly be admitted to Jannah and welcomed by
its guarding angels. Allaah (8%) says:

1 Soorat at-Tawbah 9:72.
2 Soorat Fussilat 41:30-32.
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«And those who had tagwaa toward their Lord
will be driven to Jannah in groups. When they
reach it, its gates will be open, and its keepers
will say to them, “Peace be upon you! You have
done well. Enter it, then, for eternal life.” They
will say, “All praise is to Allaah who has
fulfilled for us His promise and made us inherit
the land so we may settle in Jannah as we please.
Excellent indeed is the reward of those who
labored (in Allaah’s way).”» '

THEY REPENT AND TURN BACK TO ALLAAH

The following aayaat emphasize four aspects of tagwaa that are

present in those who will enter Jannah: they frequently turn to
Allaah with repentance, they safeguard Allaah’s limits, they fear
Him, and their hearts are submissive to Him. Allaah (88) says:
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«And Jannah will be brought within sight of
those with taqwaa, so it will not be far from

1 Soorat az-Zumar 39:73-74,
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them. (Theywill be told,) “This is what you were

promised — for every person who kept turning
(to Allaah) and safeguarding (His commands),
and who feared the Most Merciful although He
is beyond his (i.e., the person’s) perception, and
who has come with a heart full of submission
and repentance. Enter it in peace.” This is the
Day of Eternity. They will have whatever they
desire therein, and there is yet more with Us.» '

THEY FOLLOW THE PROPHET AND His COMPANIONS

Those who truly obey Allaah (8%) and His Messenger (&) will
deserve the company of the best people in Jannah. Allaah (88)
says: | 4 fo
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«Whoever obeys Allaah and the Messenger —

theywill be with those whom Allaah has favored
of the prophets, the most truthful, the martyrs
and the righteous. Excellent indeed are those as

companions.»
”

Aboo Hurayrah (#) reported that the Prophet (&@) said:
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<All of my followers will enter Jannah — except
those who will refuse (to enter).>

The companions then exclaimed, “Who would ever refuse to
enter, O Allaah’s Messenger?” He replied:

1 Qaaf 50:31-35.
2 Soorat an-Nisaa’ 4:69.
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<He who obeys me will enter Jannah, and he who
disobeys me has, in fact, refused (to enter).> *

Obeying Allaah and His Messenger (é$) can only be true
when we follow the way of the sahaabah (»). Allaah (8%) will
then be pleased with us and will admit us also to Jannah.
Allaah ($8) says:
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«As for the first forerunners among the
Muhaajiroon and the Ansaar* and those who
appropriately followed them— Allaah is pleased
with them and they are pleased with Him, and
He has prepared for them gardens beneath which
rivers flow, wherein theywill abide forever. That
is the great attainment.» °

#

9

THEY Possess GOOD MANNERS

Believers who are adorned with good manners will be in the

highest levels of Jannah. Aboo Umaamah (4) reported that
Allaah’s Messenger (8) said:

#
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1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree.
2 The original residents of al-Madeenah who helped and supported the

Prophet (G8).
3 Soorat at-Tawbah 9:100.
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<I guarantee a house on the outskirts of Jannah
for him who avoids arguing, even if he is right;
and a house in the center (and best part) of
Jannah for him who avoids lying, even if he is
joking; and a house in the highest place of
Jannah for him who has good manners.» '

THEY Do NOT HAVE ENVY AND THEY RELY ON ALLAAH

Among the believers who will enter Jannah are people whose
hearts are pure and gentle, like birds’ hearts, devoid of envy,
and truly fearing Allaah and relying on Him. Aboo
Hurayrah (4) reported that the Prophet (&&) said:
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«Groups of people will enter Jannah, with their
hearts like birds’ hearts (in purity and reliance on
Allaah).> ?

THEY FIGHT AGAINST WICKED DESIRES

Jannah will be the dwelling of those who suppress their desires.
Allaah (88) says:
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1 Recorded by Aboo Daawood and ad-Diyaa’ ul-Maqdisee. Verified to be

hasan by al-Albaanee (Saheeh ul-Jaami’ no. 1464 & as-Saheehah no. 273).
2 Recorded by Muslim.
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«But as for those who fear the position of their
Lord and restrain themself from wicked desires,
indeed, Jannah will then be their final abode.» '

THEY STRIVE AND SACRIFICE WITH PATIENCE

Striving and demonstrating patience for Allaah’s cause are

important qualities for those who enter Jannah. Allaah (8%) says:
Be tor 6 ae fee tig Fate
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«Or do you think that you will enter Jannah
while Allaah has not yet made evident those of
you who strive in His cause and made evident
those who are steadfast?» ”
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Allaah (88) also says:
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«Indeed, Allaah has purchased of the believers
their persons and their properties; for theirs (in
return) is the Garden (of Paradise). They fight in
Allaah’s cause so they kill and are killed: a

promise binding on Him in truth through the
Torah, the Gospel, and the Qur’an. And who is

1 Soorat an-Naazi‘aat 79:40-41.
2 Soorat Aal ‘Imraan 3:142.
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more faithful to his covenant than Allaah? So
rejoice in the bargain that you have contracted.
And that is the supreme achievement.» '

THEY FEED, FAST, AND PRAY AT NIGHT

There are four important qualities for those who will peacefully
enter Jannah and live in glass-like palaces: they are generous in
feeding food to the guests and the needy, they are kind in
speech, they fast frequently, and they pray at night while other

people are asleep. Aboo Maalik al-Ash‘aree («#) reported that
the Prophet (8) said:
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<Indeed, there are elevated chambers in Jannah
whose inside can be seen from the outside, and
whose outside can be seen from the inside.
Allaah prepared them for those who feed the
food (to the needy), speak gently, fast
consecutively, and prays at night while the
people are sleeping.»

*

THEY ARE MOSTLY WEAK AND PooR

The believers who will enter Jannah are mostly poor and weak.
Such people are usually obedient to Allaah and humble toward
other believers. As for the rich and powerful people, they
usually become arrogant and cruel toward other people, which
often leads them to disbelief and, eventually, to Hell.

Aboo Hurayrah (#) reported that the Prophet (&) said:

1 Soorat at-Tawbah 9:111.
2 Recorded by Ahmad, Ibn Hibbaan, and others. Verified to be authentic by

al-Albaanee (al-Mishkaah 1189).
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<Jannah and Hell inquired to Allaah. Hell asked,
“Why will the arrogant and the tyrant only come
to me?” And Jannah asked, “Why only the weak
and humble people will enter me?” Allaah (38)
said to Jannah, “You (Jannah) are My mercy that
I direct to whomever I will of My servants, and
you (Hell) are My torment that I direct to
whomever I will ofMy servants. And each one of
you will be filled.”

As for hell, it will not be filled until He @§)
will put His foot (over it), so it will say,
“Enough, enough!” And it will then shrink and
become full. Indeed, your Lord does not direct
injustice toward any of His creation.

And as for Jannah, Allaah will create
additional creation to fill it.»

Arrogance is a destructive quality for people. No human
should ever be arrogant because no human is perfect. Whatever
favors we enjoy are not created by us, but only by the Lord of
theworlds. Only Allaah (3%) possesses the qualities of perfection
and may rightfully boast about them. Let us, then, work hard to
be of the believers who will fill Jannah instead of Hell— of those
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who are submissive to Allaah and humble with His creation.
Aameen.

Pleasures of the People of Jannah

The people of Jannah will be in bliss and happiness beyond
imagination. Everything they have or do will be most gracious
and enjoyable. In what follows, we can only highlight a few of
the great pleasures that Allaah will grant them.

THEIR YOUTHFULNESS

The people of Jannah will live eternally without growing old.

They will remain at the youthful age of thirty-some years.
Mu‘aath Bin Jabal (4) reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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<The people of Jannah will enter it having no
facial or body hair. Their eyes will appear to be
lined with kuhl (antimony). They will all be
thirty or thirty-three years old.> '

Aboo Hurayrah (4) reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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<He who enters Jannah will be happy without
misery, his clothes will never wear out, and his
youth will never end.> ?

1 Recorded by at-Tirmithee and Ahmad. Verified to be hasan (good) by al-
Albaanee (al-Mishkaah no. 5565).

2 Recorded by Muslim.
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THEIR FACES

The happiness that the people of Jannah enjoywill show on their
lovely faces. Allaah ($8) says:
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«You will see on their faces the radiance of
happiness.»

'

And He (#8) says:
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«Faces (of the believers) will on that Day shine
with happiness, well-pleased with the fruit of
their effort. They will be in sublime gardens
where you will hear no empty talk. Therein will
be flowing springs, elevated seats, cups placed
ready (to drink), lined up cushions, and spread
out carpets.»

”
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Allaah (88) also says:
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«For those who have done good is the ultimate
good in store — and even more *. No darkness or

1 Soorat al-Mutaffifeen 83:24.
2 Soorat al-Ghaashiyah 88:8-16.
3 This additional reward will be looking at Allaah’s face, which we discuss
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disgrace will overshadow their faces. It is they
who are the people of Jannah, therein to abide
eternally.»

'

THEIR GARDENS

Allaahwill admit the people of Jannah into
splendid gardens as wide as the heavens
and earth. Allaah ($8) says:
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Its blissful shades, loaded with fruits,

will come down low over them.
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«Hasten to forgiveness from your Lord and a
Garden as wide as the heavens and earth,
prepared for the pious.»

?

In their gardens, the believers will have as much gold and
silver as they wish. Aboo Moosaa al-Ash’aree (4%) reported that
the Prophet (8) said:
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«(Some believers will have) two gardens of
silver — their utensils and everything in them,
and (others * will have) two gardens of gold —

below.
1 Soorat Yoonus 10:26.

Soorat Aal ‘Imraan 3:133.
3 These people will be of higher status in Jannah than the ones with two

gardens of silver utensils. The two pairs of gardens are described in some
detail in Soorat ar-Rahmaan 55:46-77.
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their utensils and everything in them. (In the
beginning ',) nothing will prevent the people (of
Jannah) from looking at their Lord except the
garment of Dignity veiling His face above the
Garden of Residence (‘Adn).> *

THEIR SPOUSES AND FAMILIES

Unlike the disbelievers whose family ties will be ended on
Resurrection Day, the believers in Jannahwill enjoy a pleasurable
family life. They will be reunited with their righteous relatives.
Allaah ($8) says:

YY ac els pS ie Cho
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«(The believers’ reward will be) Gardens of
Residence that they will enter with whoever was
righteous among their fathers, their spouses, and
their descendants.» °

The people of Jannah will enjoy a peaceful life in the
company of their spouses. Allaah (38) says:
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«Indeed, the people of Jannah, that Day, will be
entertained in joyful occupation, together with
their spouses, reclining on adorned couches in
the shades (of fruit-trees).» *

1 As we show below, Allaah will later remove the veil of Dignity, so that the
people of Jannah will be able to see Him (3B).

2 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.
Soorat ar-Ra‘d 13:23.

4 Soorat Yaa-seen 36:55-56.
3
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The women of Jannah will be most beautiful and majestic.
Even a scarf of theirs is worth more than all that is on earth!
Anas (##») reported that the Prophet (8%) said:
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<Going on an evening or a morning trip for
Allaah’s cause is worth more than the world and
all its contents. And surely, the (small) area that
can hold your bow and arrows in Jannah is worth
more than the world and all its contents. And if
a woman from the people of Jannah was to look
upon the people on earth, she would illuminate
the distance between the east and west and
would fill it with the smell of perfume. And
surely, her head scarf is worth more than the
world and all its contents.» *

There are two types of women in Jannah:

1. The righteous believing women from this life. Allaah will
recreate them in the most beautiful appearance 7. If their
husbands were also righteous, they will be reunited with
them in Jannah. Otherwise, Allaah ($8) will marry them to
the most suitable husbands for them from among the men of
Jannah. These woman will be the mistresses of their
husbands’ household, and other women in the household
will be below them in status and beauty.

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree.
2 As in Soorat al-Waagqi‘ah 56:35-37.
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2. Al-Hoor ul-‘Een (the Wide-Eyed Maidens). These are

extremely beautiful wives that Allaah will create for the men
of Jannah.

THEIR Foop

The people of Jannah will eat the choicest foods. They will
recline peacefully and joyfully under shades ofmagnificent trees
whose branches hang low and heavy with fruits waiting to be

picked. Allaah (88) says:

Ob gheyjp a5 0 ates JU aT ED5 Mis Ul © Alansbs ty hg Liat is”
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«Indeed, the righteous will be among shades and
springs, and fruits from whatever they desire.
(Theywill be told,) “Eat and drink in satisfaction

&

for what you used to do. Indeed, We thus reward
the doers of good.”»

*

Theywill have all that their souls desire and that delights the
eyes. Allaah (8) says:
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1. Soorat al-Mursalaat 71:41-44.
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spouses, rejoicing.” Circulated among them will
be plates and cups of gold. And therein will be
all that the souls desire and all that delights the
eyes. (They will also be told,) “And you will
abide therein eternally. And that is Jannah that
you are made to inherit for what you used to do.
You have therein much fruit from which youwill
eat.”» '

They will also eat the finest of meats.
Allaah ($8) says:

VY MO pees Le pods Agha,“he

«And We will provide them with fruit and meat
from whatever they desire.» ?

And He (88) says:

oe
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«And (they will have) fruit of what they select,
and bird meat of whatever they desire.» °

The food of Jannah neither ends nor recedes. Allaah ($8) says:
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«The description of Jannah that the righteous
have been promised is that: beneath it rivers
flow, and its fruit is lasting, and so is its shade.

1 Soorat az-Zukhruf 43:70-73.
2 Soorat at-Toor 52:22.
3 Soorat al-Waagi‘ah 56:20-21.
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That is the consequence for the righteous,
whereas the consequence for the disbelievers is
the Fire.» '

In this life, when we like a fruit
and later eat another similar one,
we find that the taste is not always
the same. We may eat a sweet plum, and the next turns out
sour. As for the people of Jannah, they will eat fruits that have
magnificent taste. When they desire to eat more fruits of the
same kind, they will taste as good as before. Allaah (88) says:

They will have all the fruits that they cesire.
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«Give glad tidings to those who believe and do
good that they will have gardens beneath which
rivers flow. Every time they are fed with fruits
therefrom they will say, “This is what we were

previously fed.” For it is given to them in
likeness. And they will have therein purified
spouses, and they will abide therein eternally.»

”

In this life, even if we eat the most delicious and expensive
food, it will eventually leave our body in an unpleasant form
and smell. As for the people of Jannah, they will enjoy their food
and drink, and it will leave their body in the form of musk-
smelling sweat! Jaabir (4) reported that the Prophet (8) said:

s e 4
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1 Soorat ar-Ra‘d 13:35.
2 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:25,
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<The people of Jannah will eat and drink, but
will not defecate or blow their nose or urinate.
The food they eat will turn into musk-smelling
burping and sweat. They will be inspired to say
tasbeeh (glorification of Allaah) like you are

inspired to breathe. '

In Jannah, there will be no required acts of worship like we
have in this life. Yet, Allaah ($8) deserves to be worshiped and
glorified all the time, and the people of Jannah will do this

naturally, just like breathing.

THEIR DRINKS

The people of Jannah will drink the most delicious drinks. Their
drinks will come from the pure sources and rivers of Jannah.

Allaah (8%) says:

for ae rs Seo, ye ok gt
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«Indeed, the righteous will drink from a glass (of
wine) flavored with kaafoor— a spring of which
Allaah’s (righteous) servants will drink, making
it gush forth in force and abundance.» ”

Allaah (8%) also says:

RR Bro, co Fey 04a L, Ge MP SB ge
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1 Recorded by Muslim, Ahmad, and Aboo Daawood.
Soorat al-Insaan 76:5-6.
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«So Allaah will protect them (i.e., the righteous)
from the woes of that Day and will grant them
radiance and happiness, and will reward them
for what they patiently endured with gardens
and silk. They will recline therein on adorned
couches, and will see neither (burning) sun nor
severe cold. The blissful shades (of Jannah) will
come down low over them, and the clusters of
fruit will hang down low within their reach.
Circulated among them will be vessels of silver
and cups made of crystal — crystal, but of silver,
whose measure they (i.e., the people of Jannah)
will decide. And they will be given therein to
drink glasses (of wine) flavored with ginger,
(derived from) a source therein called
Salsabeel.» '

And He (88) says:
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1 Soorat al-Insaan 76:11-18.

of 2

€

OP [pei wr 6 Chad



Chapter 4 142 Eemaan Made Easy - 5

«Indeed, the righteous will surely be in
happiness, (seated) on adorned couches, looking
(at Allaah). You will see on their faces the
radiance of happiness. They will be given a
drink of pure wine that will be sealed, pouring
forth with a fragrance ofmusk— To that (drink),
then, let the competitors aspire — And it is
flavored with Tasneem, a spring from which
those near (to Allaah) will drink.» '

The wine of this life causes
intoxication, making a person speak and
act in a bad way. It also cause hangover
(subsequent headache and nausea). The
delicious wine of Jannah, however, does
not have these ugly effects. Allaah (#8)
says: They will be served f and drink

in gold and silver utensils.
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«They will exchange with one another glasses (of
wine) that cause no ill speech or sinning.» *

And He (88) says:
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«Immortal youthswill wait upon themwith cups,
pitchers, and glasses (of wine) filled from ever-

flowing springs. It will neither cause them
headache nor intoxication.» *

1 Soorat al-Mutaffifeen 83:22-28.
Soorat at-Toor 52:23.

3 Soorat al-Waagi‘ah 56:17-19.
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THEIR CLOTHING AND JEWELRY

The people of Jannah will wear garments of silk and heavy
brocade trimmed with pure gold. They will adorn themselves
with bracelets of gold, and pearls. Everything in Jannah will give
the impression of great luxury. Allaah (8%) says:

yedis

OESplcO CaS (Ss, La OS SESE Bh)
8

2°
ost o yr Fo f£

UIE ey Bad op 5h | b>’, Stalls pam

Lay CO" Kea BIT TS ST GIS
[le 51”

4313 pees
W

«And when you look there, you will see [only]
joy and supreme dominion. Upon them (i.e. the
inhabitants) will be garments of green silk and
brocade, and they will be adorned with bracelets
of silver. And their Lord will give them to drink
of a most pure drink. (And they will be told,)
“Indeed, all of this is your reward, and your
effort has been appreciated.”»

'

And He (88) says:
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« Indeed, Allaah will admit those who believe
and do righteous deeds into gardens through
which rivers flow. They will be adorned therein
with bracelets of gold and pearls, and their

1. Soorat al-Insaan 76:20-22.
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garments therein will be silk.» '

The clothes of the people of Jannah never wear out. Aboo
Hurayrah (4) reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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<He who enters Jannah will be happy without
misery, his clothes will never wear out, and his
youth will never end.» ”

THEIR DWELLINGS

The dwellings of Jannah are spacious and magnificent, with
rivers flowing at their doors. Allaah (8) says:

BFSEo Ub Ws of
UE as Bainal os
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«As for those who have taqwaa of their Lord,
they will have mansions upon mansions, raised
high, beneath which rivers flow. This is Allaah’s
promise, and never does Allaah fail His
promise.»

°

Those dwellings will be of enormous proportions and

amazing magnificence. Just imagine a sixty-mile tent made out
of a hollowed pearl! AbooMoosaa al-Ash‘aree (4) reported that
the Prophet (8) said:
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1 Soorat al-Hajj 22:23.
2 Recorded by Muslim.
3 Soorat az-Zumar 39:20.



Knowing the Last Day 145 Paradise

Lay St WE Bplay Sy gla! cepa) hye

<Indeed, a believer will have in Jannah a tent
made of one hollow pearl that is sixtymiles high.
A believer will have wives inside it that he will
visit, and theywill be out of sight of one another
(because of the distance).» '

pean Le,

THEIR SEATS

We saw earlier that the people of Jannah will recline on
embroidered couches while they enjoy various types of food and
drink and, above all, while they look at their Lord (§&). They
will enjoy all of this together with their spouses and families.
Furthermore, they will often sit facing their friends, and there
will be no hard feelings whatsoever between them. Allaah (38)
says: - s °
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«Indeed, those with taqwaa will be in gardens
and springs, (having been told,) “Enter it (Jannah)
in peace and live securely.” And We will remove
whatever is in their breasts of resentment, so
they will be brothers, sitting on thrones facing
each other. No fatigue will touch them therein,
nor will they be ever removed from it.» ”

THEIR SERVANTS

We saw earlier that the servants of the people of Jannah will be

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim.
2 Soorat al-Hijr 15:45-48.
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immortal youths, which means that they will always be of the
same age, and always ready to serve them. They will wait upon
them with cups and pitchers made of pure gold and silver.

Furthermore, those servants will always be of pleasant
appearance before their masters, as though they are scattered

pearls. Allaah (88) says:
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«Immortal youths will wait upon them: when
you see them, you would think them scattered
pearls.»

'

THEIR MARKETS

The people of Jannah will go every week to a marketplace, not
to buy and sell so much as to meet friends and attain more

beauty. Anas reported that the Prophet (&%) said:(@)
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«Indeed, there is in Jannah a marketplace to
which they (the people of Jannah) will go every
Friday ?. The NorthernWindwill blow, throwing
(musk and perfume) into their faces and
garments, and causing them to increase in

1 Soorat al-Insaan 76:19.
2 Some reports add here that «It has hills of musk.»
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splendor and beauty. When they go back home,
their families will tell them, “By Allaah, you are
more splendid and beautiful since you left us.”
They will tell their families, “By Allaah, you too
are more splendid and beautiful since we left
you. >

THEIR GREATEST PRIZE

Just to enter Jannah is the best prize of all. But once admitted
into it, the believers will be granted an ever greater prize — the

greatest of all! Allaah (88) says:
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«Allaah has promised the believing men and
women gardens beneath which rivers flow, in
which they will live eternally, and blessed
dwellings in the Gardens of Residence, and,
greater than that, Allaah’s acceptance — that is
the supreme victory.» ”

This aayah tells us that even though the believers will feel
most happy to be in Jannah, it is knowing that Allaah (8) is
pleased with them that will give them the greatest satisfaction.

Together with Allaah’s acceptance will come His greatest
prize: He will make it possible and easy for them to see Him.
Jareer Bin ‘Abdillaah (4) reported that he and other companions
were with the Prophet (8) one night when the moon was full.
The Prophet (&) looked up at the moon and then said:

1 Recorded by Muslim and Ahmad.
2 Soorat at-Tawbah 9:72.
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<You will surely see your Lord (in Jannah), just
as you can now see this full moon. It will not
hurt you to look at Him.» *

Suhayb Bin Sinaan reported that the Prophet (&%) said:
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<When the people of Jannah enter it, a caller
(from Allaah) will say to them, “O people of
Jannah! Indeed, You have a promise with Allaah
that He wants to fulfill for you.” They will say,
“What can it be? Has He not made our Scales
heavy, brightened our faces, admitted us to

Jannah, and saved us from the Fire?” The veil
will then be removed (between Allaah and them),
so they will be looking directly at Him. By
Allaah, nothing of what Allaah previously gave
them will be dearer to them or more satisfactory
than looking at Him. ”

After that, the people of Jannah will continue enjoying this

great pleasure of looking at the Lord (3%) — may He (8%) make

1 This hadeeth was recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
Recorded by Ahmad, Ibn Maajah, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-
Albaanee (Saheeh ul-Jaami’ no. 521). A similar hadeeth from Suhayb was
recorded by Muslim.
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us among them, aameen. Allaah (8%) says:
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«On that Day, some faces will

be beaming in
happiness, looking at their Lord.» '

Allaah will admit the righteous believers into
shady gardens beneath which rivers flow.

1 Soorat al-Qiyaamah 75:22-23.
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Questions and Exercises

1. In the following table, check all true statements
(41 points):

Statement

The heavens are wider than Jannah and earth together.

“Tannah” means “Garden”.

Jannah is surrounded by attractions.

Ar-Rayyaan is the gate for those who prayed all night.

The foods and drinks of Jannah are very similar to what
we get from supermarkets.

Some people will die in Jannah.

No one will grow old in Jannah.

a
|a
9

The people in Jannah will never go to the toilet.

m
e The people of Jannah will be sad to see “death” slain.

Jannah has eight gates.

A gate of Jannah can admit only one person at a time.

People will sometimes exit through the gates of Jannah.

All people will be at the same level in Jannah.

The Uppermost Paradise (al-Firdaws ul-A‘laa) is the best

place in Jannah.

The rivers of Jannah gush out from the Throne.

Those who strive for Allaah’s cause will have a staircase}
of one hundred steps leading up to their house in Jannah,

f

j
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Statement

The Prophet Muhammad will be the first to enter Jannah,

The people of Jannah will be tall.

The people of Jannah will be of different ages.

The sweat of the people of Jannah will smell good.

The poor people will have to wait for the rich before
they can enter Jannah.

There are people who will burn in Hell and then go to
Jannah.

The poorest person in Jannah will only have a rented
house.

Some of the Jannah’s trees are quite huge.

All of the Jannah’s trees have ivory stems.

There are seas in Jannah.

There is a river in Jannah for the Prophet (8).
Entering Jannah will be the result of a person’s
performance in this life.

Q True belief in Allaah is the most important requirement
for entering Jannah.

Some people refuse to enter Jannah.

Lying jokingly is a good quality.

The people of Jannah are mostly from the poor.

Sometimes, the people of Jannahwill become drunk from
drinking wine.

x
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2. Mention eight names of Jannah, together with an aayah where
each name is mentioned (16 points):

Statement

The people of Jannah will only say tasbeeh in the

morning.

The people of Jannah will have families and friends.

The people of Jannah will have a lot of gold and silver.

The people of Jannah will not eat meat.

The people of Jannah’s faces will shine with happiness.

A scarf of a woman from Jannah is worth a gold coin
from this life.

The beauty of the people of Jannah will not increase.

It is good to ask Allaah for Jannah three times.

I

J
K
L

M

N

O



Knowing the Last Day 153 Paradise

3. Describe four of the contents of the Jannah’s rivers (4 points):

fi 3

2 4

4. Mention at least twelve qualities of those who will enter
Jannah (12 points):

10

12

‘5S. Describe at least ten pleasures of the people of Jannah (20

points):

F 6

7
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6. Derive two excellent qualities of Jibreel from the hadeeth of the
creation of Jannah. (4 points):

7. Describe the greates pleasure in Jannah (3 points):



CHAPTER 5

HELL

introducing Hell

WHAT IS HELL?

Jahannam (or Hell) is the place of great torture that Allaah (8)
prepared for the disobedient and disbelieving people.

The texts of the Qur’aan and Sunnah tell us many of things
about Hell. In this chapter, we explore some of this knowledge.
This should increase our fear of Hell and make us earnestly
implore Allaah to protect us and shelter us from all of its
dangers, aameen.

Literally, “Jahannam” means “a very deep well”. This name
is given to Hell because it is extremely deep, as we will see
below.

THE CREATION OF HELL

Hell was created before the creation of people, and Jibreel (38)
was the first person to view it. In continuation of Aboo
Hurayrah’s hadeeth that we cited in the beginning of the last
chapter, the Prophet (8) said:
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<When Allaah created Hell, He told Jibreel, “O
Jibreel, go look at it.” After looking at it, Jibreel
came back and said, “O my Lord, by Your glory,
no one who hears of it will enter it.”

So Allaah surrounded Hell with desires and
then told Jibreel, “O Jibreel, now go look at it.”
After looking at it, Jibreel came back and said,
“O my Lord, by Your glory, I am afraid that none
will be secure from entering it.”> ’

This hadeeth tells us that Hell is so ugly and horrible that no

person in his right senses would want to even approach it. But
even though it is so horrible, it will be hard to avoid it because
of the desires that surround it. Desires attract people to this
venomous place — except for those who have clear sight and
ability to distinguish between falsehood and truth.

Description of Hell

From all of Allaah’s creation that we know, Hell is, by far, the
most hideous. It is ugly, dirty, gloomy, wrathful, painful,
harmful, bottomless, and ruthless. Even the most terrifying
monster that we ever imagined or dreamed of will not equal a
brief moment in Hell.

ITs NAMES

Many descriptive names are used in the Qur’aan and Sunnah to
refer to Hell. The following are some examples:

1 Recorded by Aboo Daawood, at-Tirmithee, and others. Verified to be
authentic by al-Albaanee (al-Mishkaat no. 5625).
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* Jahannam (the Bottomless Well) !
* An-Naar (the Fire) ”

* Al-Jaheem (the Blazing Fire) °

Sagar (the Burner) *

As-Sa’eer (the Blazing Flame) °

Daar ul-Bawaar (the Abode of Destruction) °

Sijjeen (the Prison) ’
Al-Hutamah (the Crusher) ®

* Lazaa (the Raging Flame) ”

These names are descriptive because they describe various
aspects of Hell’s tortures that we will discuss below.

its ETERNALITY

Hell will last eternally. There will be no end to its torture or its
dwellers of the disbelievers. Allaah (8) says:
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«As for those who will have brought misery
upon themselves, they will be in the Fire, and
will have therein moans and sobs. They will
abide therein as long as the heavens and the

As in Soorat an-Naba’ 78:21.
As in Soorat Ghaafir 40:46.
As in Soorat ash-Shu‘araa’ 26:91.
As in Soorat al-Muddathir 74:42.
As in Soorat al-Mulk 67:10.
As in Soorat Ibraaheem 14:28.
As in Soorat al-Mutaffifeen 83:7.
As in Soorat al-Humazah 104:4.
As in Soorat al-Ma‘aarij 70:15.O
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earth stand — except if your Lord should will
differently. Indeed, your Lord is_ the
Accomplisher of what He wills.»

'

According to scholars, the exception in this aayah refers to
believers who committed major sins for which they need to be

punished before entering Jannah.
?

Its GATES

Hell has seven gates. Each of its miserable dwellers will be
assigned a gate through which to be admitted (or shoved).
Allaah (8%) says:
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«And indeed, for all of them (Satan’s followers),
Hell is the promised goal. It has seven gates, each
gate receiving a designated portion of them.» °
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Allaah (8€) also tells us that, after Judgment, the disbelievers
will be driven in groups to enter the gates of Hell. Allaah says:
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1 Soorat Hood 11:106-107.
2 These were discussed in the previous chapter (p..117).
3 Soorat al-Hijr 15:43-44.



Knowing the Last Day 159 Hell

«And those who disbelieved will be driven to
Hell in groups until, when they reach it, its gates
will be opened and its keepers will ask them,
“Did there not come to you messengers from
among yourselves, reciting to you your Lord’s
messages and warning you of the coming of this
Day of yours?” They will say, “Yes, indeed!” But
the sentence of punishment will already have
fallen due upon the disbelievers. They will be
told, “Enter the gates of Hell to abide eternally
therein. Miserable, then, is the residence of the

*

arrogant. »

Its EXPANSE

Hell is vast beyond description. Wewill see below that a dweller
of Hell will be blown up in size to be as wide as the distance
from al-Madeenah to Makkah. Since Hell will accommodate all
disbelievers who ever lived on earth, it must be immensely
huge.

In addition, Hell is an extremely deep abyss. Aboo Moosaa
al-Ash‘aree (4%) reported that the Prophet (8) said:

<f a rock is thrown in Hell, it would take
seventy years to reach the bottom. ”

ITS RAGE AND GREED

(Undfly 3! fd Ld Cremeost GE LowSI Jy

Allaah (8%) tells us that Hell can see and talk! It will rage
furiously at the sight of the disbelievers. It will act like a

predator sighting its prey. Allaah (8) says:
1 Soorat az-Zumar 39:71-72.
2 Recorded by Aboo Ya‘laa, Ibn Hibbaan, and others. Verified to be authentic

by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 2165).
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«But they have denied the Hour, and We have
prepared for those who deny the Hour a Blazing
Fire. When it (i.e. Hell) will see them from a
distance, they will hear its furious roaring and
hiss. And when they are thrown into a tight place
within, bound together in chains, they will then
cry out for their destruction. (But they will be
told,) “This Day, do not cry out for destruction
only one time, but cry out for it many times.”» '

Furthermore, even after all disbelievers will have been
thrown into Hell, it will not become satisfied but will continue
to demand more. Allaah (88) says:
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«(Judgment will be final) on the Day when We
will say unto Hell, “Are you satisfied?” And it
will says, “Are there any more?”» ”

Anas (4) reported that Allaah’s Messenger (8) said:
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<(As more people are thrown into it,) Hell will

1 Soorat al-Furqaan 25:11-14.
2 Soorat Qaaf 50:30.
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continue to say, “Are there any more?” Finally,
the Lord of dignity will place His foot over it. It
will then shrink down and say, “(I have) enough,
(I have) enough — by Your Honor. '

This tells us that there will be a place in Hell for every
disbeliever. It will be raging with greed and hunger and will
continue to ask for more — until Allaah makes it stop.

”

ITs INTENSITY AND FUEL

The fire of Hell is much more intense than the fire
that we know. The fire of this world is intense

enough to wipe out forests, towns, and people. “™

Even a short exposure to it can cause serious damage to the
human body.

The fire of Hell is seventy times stronger than our fire. Aboo
Hurayrah (#5) reported that the Prophet (&) said:

.
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<This fire of yours is only one of seventy parts of
the fire of Hell.» *

The fire of Hell even uses people and stones as fuel.
Allaah (#8) says:
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1 This hadeeth was recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
2 For further discussion of this, see the first book of thise series: “Knowing

Allaah”.
3 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
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«O you who believe, protect yourselves and your
families from a Fire whose fuel is people and
stones. Appointed over it are harsh and severe

angels who do not disobey Allaah in what He
commands them but do (precisely) what they are
commanded.» !

ly
ITS LEVELS OF TORTURE
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The inhabitants of Hell will vary in their,
amount of punishment. The person of
lightest punishment in Hell ? will have his brain boiling from its
heat. An-Nu’maan Bin Basheer (4) reported that the

Prophet (8) said:

pos od LoL ay Ube sl! Jal Sal
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<Indeed, on Judgment Day, the least in
punishment among the people of the Fire will be

Lge yor

aman who will have a burning coal placed under
his feet causing his brain to boil» *

Also, disbelievers who deter others from obeying Allaahwill
receive more punishment than simple disbelievers. Allaah (3%)
says:

Spb LITE OU; UT Jets yb bytes LAS Gytl)
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«For those who disbelieve and avert others from

1 Soorat at-Tahreem 66:6.
2 It is reported by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim from Aboo Sa’eed al-Khudree

that this person is Aboo Taalib, the uncle.
3 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree.

Prophet's (8)
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Allaah’s path, We will apply punishment upon
punishment for all the corruption that they
caused.»

Among the worst of those who deterred from Allaah’s path
were Pharaoh and his people. Therefore, theywill receive amost
severe amount of punishment. Allaah (8%) says:

eV 3k (0 “ltl “cal Ok LeshCall 28S 93)Ose
«On the Day when the Last Hour arrives (Allaah
will say), “Admit Pharaoh’s people into the most
severe punishment.”» *

Similar to Pharaoh is any tyrant who uses the power that
Allaah gave him to oppress people and turn them away from
Allaah’s path. Individuals like this will also receive the worst
punishment inHell. Khaalid Bin al-Waleed (4) reported that the
Prophet (8%) said:
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<The people who will be most severely punished
by Allaah on Judgment Day are those who
torment other people the most in the first life.» °

The hypocrites deceive the believers by claiming to be part
of them. They gain their trust only to harm them. For this
reason, their punishment will be the worst. Allaah (8%) says:

1 Soorat an-Nahl 16:88.
Soorat Ghaafir 40:46.

3 Recorded by Ahmad, al-Haakim, and others. Verified to be authentic by al-
Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 1442).

2
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«Indeed, the hypocrites will be in the lowest

we

JI

depths of the Fire — and never will you find for
them a helper.»

'

ITs GUARDS

The guards of Hell keep it hot and burning for the evil people.
Allaah (88) says:

VA-VY gl pI, © Aa $464)styl
«Then let him (Aboo Jahl) call upon his helpers.
We will call the guards of Hell (to deal with
him).» *

The guards of Hell will have no regard or sympathy toward
its inhabitants. Rather, they will be harsh and severe, as
Allaah ($8) says:
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«Appointed over it are harsh and severe angels
who do not disobey Allaah in what He
commands them but do (precisely) what they are
commanded.» °

The leader of Hell’s guards is called Maalik. He will not be

1 Soorat al-Bagarah 4:145.
Soorat al-‘Alag 96:17-18.

3 Soorat at-Tahreem 66:6.
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any less harsh than his helpers. Allaah (##) says:
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«And they (the people of Hell) will cry, “O
Maalik! Let your Lord make an end of us.” He
will say, “You will stay!” Indeed, We brought the
truth to you, but most of you have a hatred for
the truth.» '

Who Will Enter Hell?

ALL PEOPLE

Allaah (88) tells us that all people— even pious believers—will
enter Hell. Allaah ($8) says:
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«There is none among you but will enter it (i.e.,
Hell); this is, upon your Lord, a decree that must
be fulfilled. We will then save those who
safeguarded (Allaah’s boundaries) and will leave
in it the wrongdoers, on their knees.» ”

As for the righteous believers, their entering of Hell refers to
the passage over the Siraat that we discussed earlier. Since the

1 Soorat az-Zukhruf 43:77-78 .
2 Soorat Maryam 19:71.
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Siraat will be erected over Hell, all believers will then pass
through Hell. As we saw earlier, however, the true believers will
quickly pass through it, like an eye’s blinking, lightning, swift
horses, and so on. Those will not be touched by any of its
harms. Allaah (8) says:
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«But sheltered from it will be he who is truly
pious, he who gives away from his wealth to

purify himself — not for repaying
favors, but only seeking the face of his Lord, the
Most High.» '

anyone's

As for lesser believers, they will be slightly burnt or
scratched by Hell, others more seriously hit, and others (the
hypocrites) will fall straight down into it.

Most PEOPLE

Most people will abide eternally in Hell! This is because the

majority of people are non-believers. Allaah (8%) says:
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«Even though you strongly desire it, most people
are not believers.» ”

‘Imraan Bin Husayn reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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1 Soorat al-Layl 92:17-20.
2 Soorat Yoosof 12:103.
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<(On Judgment Day,) the Lordwill say to Aadam,
“O Aadam, separate the Fire’s delegation from
among your descendants.” Aadam will ask, “O
my Lord, what is the Fire’s delegation?” Allaah
will answer, “From each thousand, nine hundred
and ninety-nine are to the Fire, and one to
Jannah.”> !

This means that Aadamwill be told which people deserve to

go to Hell. Allaah will then command Aadam to take them aside
so as to be thrown into the Fire.

When the sahaabah heard this from the Prophet (8), they
became quite alarmed, but he calmed them down by telling
them that this high percentage of people going to Hell is largely
composed of the enormous nations of Gog and Magog *.

THOSE WHO REJECT THE FAITH

The only sin that will cause a person to abide eternally in Hell
is kufr (disbelief), which means: rejecting the belief in Allaah
after knowing the truth. Such people will have no chance of
entering Jannah. Allaah (8) says:
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«Indeed, those who deny Our messages and are

1 Recorded by al-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and others.
2 This is recorded by al-Bukhaaree and Muslim from Aboo Tharr (4).
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arrogant toward them— the gates of Heavenwill
not be opened for them, nor will they enter
Jannah until a camel enters into a needle’s eye '.
Thus do We recompense the wicked.» ”

Kufr or disbelief does not simply mean denial that Allaah is
the Creator and Lord of the creation. Even if a person admits to
this but rejects to believe in Allaah’s supreme qualities, or denies
that Allaah (88) is the only true God to be worshiped or rejects
the message of the Prophet Muhammad (8) * — such a person
would still be a disbeliever who will abide eternally in Hell.
Allaah (88) says:
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«(Allaah will say to the angels,) “Throw into Hell
every obstinate disbeliever, withholder of good,
aggressor, promoter of doubt, who joined with
Allaah another god: throw him then into the
severe punishment.”» °

The disbelievers live in this life like cattle, running after their
bodily needs and pleasures while neglecting the most important
goal and enjoyment of all: true servitude to the Lord of the

1 Since a needle’s eye is so tiny that even a small ant cannot easily go through
it, certainly a camel can never go through it. By describing this impossible
situation, Allaah wants us to visualize how impossible it is for the
disbelievers to ever enter Jannah.
Soorat al-A‘raaf 7:40.
These issues are discussed in detail in the first book of this series: “Knowing
Allaah”.
This is discussed in the fourth book of this series: “Knowing the Prophets”.
Soorat Qaaf 50:24-26.

(3)
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worlds. Allaah ($8) says:
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«As for the disbelievers, they enjoy themselves
now and eat like cattle, but the Fire will be their
permanent home.» *

In fact, the disbelievers are worse than cattle. Allaah (8)
gave them faculties to help them see the truth and save
themselves from Hell, but they chose to disable those faculties.
Allaah (88) says:
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«And We have certainly created for Hell many
jinns and humans. They have hearts with which
they do not understand, and eyes with which
they do not see, and ears with which they do not
hear. Those are like cattle — rather, more astray.
It is they who are reckless.» *

THE HYPOCRITES

The disbelievers include the hypocrites who will reside in the
bottom of Hell. We again site the aayah:
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1 Soorat Muhammad 47:12.
2 Soorat al-A‘raaf 7:179.
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«Indeed, the hypocrites will be in the lowest
depths of the Fire — and never will you find for
them a helper.»

'

SATAN AND HIS SUPPORTERS

Judgment Day will end the respite that Allaah (8%) allowed to
Satan so as to try people with his temptations and deceit. Satan
will then be thrown to Hell together will all his soldiers and
followers.

Allaah (8%) says:
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«So by your Lord, We will surely assemble them,
together with the devils. We will then surely
gather them all, on their knees, around Hell.» ”

And He (38) says:
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«So they (the idolaters and their idols) will be
overturned into it (ie. Hell), together with the
corrupt, as well as all of Satan’s soldiers.» 3

THOSE WHO Commit Mavor SINS

We saw earlier (p. 117) that many believers who commit major
sins and die without repenting will be punished in Hell.
Allaah (8%) says:

1 Soorat al-Bagarah 4:145.
2 Soorat Maryam 19:68.
3 Soorat ash-Shu‘araa’ 26:94-95.
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«And those who invoke no other god with
Allaah, neither do they kill the soul that Allaah
has sanctified — except in a rightful manner,
neither do they commit adultery.Whoever should
do any of these evils will face a penalty: his
punishment will be multiplied on Resurrection
Day, and he will abide in it humiliated.» '

In this aayah, shirk (joining other gods with Allaah) is
mentioned first because it leads to eternal punishment in Hell.
Murder, zinaa (adultery), and other major sins only lead to
eternal punishment if they are mixed with shirk. Otherwise, their
punishment will only be temporary (though terrible) in Hell.

There are numerous texts in the Qur’aan and Sunnah
expressing punishment in Hell for those who commit various
kinds of major sins, such as lying against the Messenger (8),
arrogance, taking ribaa (usury), making statues and picturesof
humans or animals, torturing animals, committing suicide, and
so on.

In the following two subsections, we discuss other sins that
lead to Hell, which can sometimes reaching the level of shirk.

THOSE WHO DISOBEY ALLAAH AND HIS MESSENGER

Allaah (8) sent His Messenger (8%) to show people how to
avoid Hell. Therefore, those who disobey Allaah (3%) or His
Messenger (&) would, in effect, be stubbornly heading toward
Hell, and will surely end up in it. Allaah (8%) says:

1 Soorat al-Furgaan 25:68-69.
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«Say, “Indeed I fear, if I should disobey my
Lord, the punishment of a tremendous Day.”» *

Las!

And He (88) says:
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«For him who, after guidance has become clear to
him, opposes the Messenger and follows other
than the believers’s path: We will give him what
he has chosen and shove him into Hell — an evil
destination indeed.» ”

This aayah indicates that part of obeying the Messenger (8%)
is to follow the path of his companions. This is the way of the
Jamaa‘ah (the true group of Muslims). Anyone who rejects it
would also be liable to punishment in Hell.

Mu/aawiyah Bin Abee Sufyaan (%) reported that
the

Prophet said:
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<Indeed, the People of the Scripture who
preceded you divided into seventy-two sects; and
indeed, this Ummah will divide into seventy-
three, of which seventy-two will be in Hell, and

1 Soorat al-An‘aam 6:15.
2 Soorat an-Nisaa’ 4:115.
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only one will go to Jannah, which is the
Jamaa‘ahw '

THOSE WHO LIKE TO CORRUPT THE-BELIEVERS

There are wicked people who dislike to see virtuous believers.
In addition to their personal corruption, their diseased hearts call
them to spread corruption all around them. Such people will
have a severe punishment in Hell. Allaah (88) says:

V4 al 3 ul
«Indeed, those who like that immorality should
spread among the believers will have a painful
punishment in the first and last lives.» ”
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THEIR “LIVING”

The people of Hell will not be allowed to die and rest, because
death will have already been slain in front of their eyes (see
p. 112). Thus, they will live an eternal life of misery and
humiliation — a life worse than death! Allaah (8%) says:
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«And for the disbelieverswill be the fire of Hell.

rer

1 Recorded by Ahmad, Aboo Daawood, and others. Verified to be authentic
by al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 204).

2 Soorat an-Noor 24:19.
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Neither will they be finished so that they could
die, nor will its torment be lightened for them.
Thus will We recompense every ungrateful
person.»

'

And He (88) says:
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«But it (the remembrance) will be avoided by the
most miserable: those who will be scorched by
the great Fire, in which they will neither die nor
live.» ?

The people of Hell will be of gigantic size.
The vast amount of skin that will cover
their enormous bodies, and the immense
thickness of their skin, will cause them a

greater exposure to the Fire and,
consequently, much more pain. Aboo
Hurayrah (4) reported that the Prophet (8) said:
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<A disbeliever’s molar tooth will be (in Hell) as
large as the mountain of Uhud. And his skinwill
be as thick as a three nights’ travel distance.»

°

And Aboo Hurayrah reported that the Prophet (&) said:

1 Soorat Faatir 35:36.
Soorat al-A‘laa 87:11-13.

3 Recorded by Muslim, at-Tirmithee, and others.

THEIR SIZE
Mountain of Unud

A disbeliever's tooth
will be the size of

the mountain of Unud;
TXSKM, (4.2x 1.7 mi
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<The distance between a disbeliever’s shoulders
will be (in Hell) like a three days’ travel distance
for a fast !rider.»

And Aboo Hurayrah (4) reported that the Prophet (&) said:
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<Indeed, the thickness of a disbeliever’s skin (in
Hell) will be forty-two cubits ? measured by a

giant’s arm *. And his seat in Hell will be like
the distance between Makkah and_al-
Madeenah.» *

Despite their thickness, the skins of the disbelievers will be
completely burntin Hell. Allaah ($8) says:
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«And what can make you conceive what the
Bumer is? It spares none, nor does it leave
anything (unburned). It scorches the skins.» °

Those vast and thick skins will continuously be renewed so

Recorded by Muslim.
A cubit is the distance from a person’s elbow to his finger-tips.

3. This means that the cubits are not normal arm-lengths by our standards, but
are arm-lenghts of huge angels or other gigantic beings.

4 Recorded by Ahmad, at-Tirmithee, and others. Verified to be authentic by
al-Albaanee (as-Saheehah no. 1105).

5 Soorat al-Muddathir 74:27-29.

1

2
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that the disbelievers will continue to taste the pain. Allaah (38)
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«As for those who reject Our messages, We will
surely shove them into the Fire: as often as their
skins are roasted through, We will replace them
with fresh skins so that they may taste the
penalty. Indeed, Allaah is Powerful and Wise.» *

The disbelievers’ skins are specifically mentioned here
because the skin contains nerves that make a person feel the

pain. If their skin is completely burnt without being replaced,
they would stop feeling the pain. But theywill not be given such
a favor!

THEIR FOOD AND DRINK

The people of Hellwill eat and drink, but what kind of food and
drink! Their food will not satisfy their hunger, and their drink
will not quench their thirst— rather, they will both add to their

pain and suffering. Allaah (38) says:
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«They will receive no food, except a poisonous
and thorny plant that neither nourishes nor avails
against hunger.»

”

1 Soorat an-Nisaa’ 4:56.
2 Soorat al-Ghaashiyah 88:6-7.
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One of their worst foods will be zaqqoom (or deadly fruit).
Allaah (88) says:
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«Is that (Jannah) a better accommodation or the
tree of zaqqgoom? Indeed, We have made it a
torment for the wrongdoers. And_indeed, it is a
tree issuing from the bottom of the Hellfire. The
shoots of its fruit-stalks are like the heads of
devils. And indeed, they will eat from it and fill
with it their bellies. Then indeed, on top of that
they will have a mixture (to drink) made of
boiling fluids.» *

And He (88) says:
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«Indeed, the tree of zagqoom will be the food of
the sinful. Like molten lead will it boil in the
belly, like the boiling of scalding water. (It will
be commanded,) “Seize him and drag him into
the midst of the blazing fire, then pour over his
head from the torment of scalding water.” (He

1 Soorat as-Saaffaat 37:62-67.
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will be told,) “Taste it — you (who have
considered yourself) so mighty and noble!”» *

In addition to its extreme heat, their food will be filthy.
Allaah (8%) says: ,

OD phat Cpe VI lab YG O peed pe pil Cats)
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«So, this Day, he (the disbeliever) will have no

friend, nor any food — except the filth that only
the sinners eat.» ”

(~-
4, 7 ¢

Furthermore, their drink will be so hot. ~/
. . .

~~ dg TY ilsthat it will burn and cut their stomach and ne Oe

ity boiling water
that will shred

J their intestines.
intestines to pieces. And when they beg for ,
something to cool down their roasting bodies,
they will only receive more dirty boiling
water on their heads and faces that will add 4

to their agony. Allaah (88) says:
Ls
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«Can this (the drinks of Jannah) be compared to
those who will abide eternally in the Fire and
will be given to drink boiling water that will
shred their intestines?» °

And He (88) says:
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1 Soorat ad-Dukhaan 44:43-49.
Soorat al-Haaqgqah 69:35-37.

3 Soorat Muhammad 47:15.
2
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«And if they call for relief, they will be relieved
with water like molten lead that will scald their
faces. Wretched is the drink, and evil is the
resting place.»

'

THEIR ATTIRE

While the people of Jannah nile enjoying splendid garments
and lavish jewelry, the people of Hell will be confined in
garments of fire and iron shackles and chains. Allaah (8) says:
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«These two opponents (believers and non-
believers) dispute about their Lord. As for the
non-believers, garments of firewill be cut out for
them, and scalding water will be poured over
their heads.» ”

And He (88) says:
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«Those (deniers of Resurrection) are the ones
who have disbelieved in their Lord, and those
will have shackles upon their necks, and those
are the people of the Fire wherein theywill abide
eternally.» *
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1 Soorat al-Kahf 18:29
Soorat al-Hajj 22:19.

3 Soorat ar-Ra‘d 13:5.
2
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And He (88) says: N
or
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«Indeed, We have prepared for the disbelievers
chains and shackles and a Blaze.» !

And He (88) says:
- 8 yrs
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«(The command will be issued regarding the
disbeliever,) “Seize him and shackle him, then
shove him into Hellfire, then set him into a chain
whose length is seventy cubits.”» ”

THEIR BEDDING AND COVERING

While the people of Jannah will be resting on adorned couches
and gold-encrusted thrones, the people of Hell will only have
fire under them and above them. Allaah says:(88)
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«They will have bedding from Hell (underneath
them), and (also) coverings over them. Thus do
We recompense the wrongdoers.»

°

1 Soorat al-Insaan 76:4.
Soorat al-Haaqqah 69:30-32.

3 Soorat al-A’raaf 7:41.
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THEIR WEEPING AND WAILING

The people of Hell will wail continuously over their intense and
non-ending suffering, their sobs and moans quite audible for
whoever can hear. Allaah (88) says:

“a7 Oss a 4 ae, ue

OF Gerenred gd SLU! (td Let Ge UIT
Up

EGY) OFA cals Qs5S
ou- a é-

99 CO typ GI JOS BI es
«yo

wh)

«As for those who will have brought misery
upon themselves, they will be in the Fire, and
will have therein moans and sobs. They will
abide therein as long as the heavens and the
earth stand — except if your Lord should will
differently. Indeed, your Lord is_ the
Accomplisher of what He wills.» '

They will weep without break but,
instead of tears coming out of their eyes,
blood will come out in great amounts.
‘Abdullaah Bin Qays reported that the
Prophet (8) said:

! Ships could float in their blood-tears.
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«aol lXoel Soul roils ck ageyee
<Indeed, the people of the Fire will surely weep
(so intensely) that ships could float in their tears.
And their weeping will surely be blood instead
of (normal) tears.> ”

1 Soorat Hood 11:106-107.
2 Recorded by al-Haakim. Verified to be hasan (good) by al-Albaanee (as-
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THEIR HUMILIATION

In Hell, there will be no regard for the disbelievers. Theywill be
treated with the utmost humiliation. They will be shackled,
neglected, and tortured. Allaah (8%) honored their faces in the
first life, but they insisted on rubbing them into the filth of sin
and disobedience. As a suitable punishment in the next life, their
faces will be rubbed in the filth and heat of Hell. Allaah (8)
says:
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«Indeed, the wicked are in error and madness,
(awaiting) the Day when they will be dragged in
the Fire on their faces, (and they will be told,)
“Taste the touch of the Burner.”» '

THEIR EMOTIONAL TORTURE

What the disbelievers will encounter in Hell is torture upon
torture. Their torture will be both physical and emotional. We
saw how they will be physically tortured with food, drink,
clothing, and so on.

In addition, the disbelievers will suffer emotionally in
different ways. They will regret disobeying Allaah (8%) and His
messengers, they will hate their leaders, they will hate their
ancestors and family members, they will quarrel with other
disbelievers whom they will be allowed to approach, and they
will become beggars who will unsuccessfully ask the believers
for some favors.

Saheehah no. 1679).
1 Soorat al-Qamar 54:47-48.
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HATING THEIR LEADERS

The people of Hell will strongly express their hate toward those
who diverted them from the right path and caused them to enter
Hell. They will ask Allaah (8%) to double their leaders’
punishment and curse them most severely. Allaah ($8) says:
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«(We prepared for the disbelievers) a Day when
their faces will be turned about in the Fire, and
theywill say, “How we wish that we had obeyed
Allaah and obeyed the Messenger!” And they
will say, “Our Lord, indeed we obeyed our chiefs
and dignitaries, and they led us astray from the
(right) path. Our Lord, give them double
punishment, and curse them with a great
curse.”»

HATING THEIR RELATIVES

The people of Hell will not have any concern for their close
relatives. Rather, they will wish they can be their ransom from
the punishment. Allaah (88) says:
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1 Soorat al-Ahzaab 33:66-68.
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VEAVV Gleb(0 aonod
«A wrongdoer will wish that he could ransom
himself from the punishment of that Day by his
children, and his wife, and his brother, and his
nearest kinsfolk who used to shelter him, and
whoever else lived on earth — so that he could
save but himself.» !

THEIR QUARRELLING

When they are first admitted into Hell, the disbelievers will have
fierce arguments with those who enter before and after them.
Each group will display its hate toward the others by asking
Allaah (88) to give the others additional punishment.

Allaah (8%) says:
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1 Soorat al-Ma‘aarij 70:11-14.
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«Who could be more unjust than those who
fabricate lies against Allaah or deny His
messages? Those will attain their portion of the
decree until, when Our messengers (i.e, angels)
come to them to take them in death will say,
“Where are those you used to invoke besides
Allaah?” They will reply, “They have forsaken
us!” They will thus bear witness against
themselves that they were disbelievers.

He (Allaah) will then say, “Join those nations
who have preceded you, of jinns and humans, in
the Fire.” Every time a nation enters, itwill curse
its fellow-nation.

Once they have all joined each other in it, the
last of them will say about the first, “Our Lord!
It is they who have misled us, so give them a
double punishment in the Fire.” He will reply,
“For each is double, but this you do not know.”
And the first of them will say to the last, “See
then! You have no advantage over us, so taste of
the punishment for all that you earned!”» '

THEIR HELPLESSNESS

In this life, the disbelievers cooperate in diverting others from
Allaah’s path. They cooperate strongly and efficiently to fulfill
their evil goal. In the next life, they will not be able to cooperate
— not even to attempt reducing their punishment. Allaah (8%)
says:

wliadl 3 Si wilh 31 sisal Sakis ol)
14 GSMO SEM

«On that Day, it will not help you, since you did

1 Soorat al-A’raaf 7:37-39.
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wrong, that you will be sharing the
punishment.»

'

THEIR BEGGING

The people of Hellwill beg for relief from their agonies. We saw
earlier that their begging from the guarding angels will be
answered by pouring boiling water over their heads. Their
begging ofMaalik to terminate their lives will be totally ignored.

Furthermore, they will beg of the people of Jannah to give
them some of their food or drink. Allaah (8%) says:
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«And the people of the Fire will call to the

people of Jannah, “Pour upon us some water or
whatever Allaah has provided you.” They will
reply, ‘Indeed, Allaah has forbidden them both to
the disbelievers — those who took their religion
as distraction and amusement, and who were
fooled by the worldly life.” So today We will
forget them just as they forgot the meeting of
this Day of theirs and for having rejected Our
messages.»

”

This indicates that, at some point, the believers will be able
to overlook the disbelievers, and the disbelievers will also be
able to see the believers. This will add to the disbelievers’ grief

1 Soorat az-Zukhruf 43:39.
2 Soorat al-A‘raaf 7:50-51.
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and to the believers’ happiness.

The fire of this world is only one-seventieth of the Hellfire.
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Questions and Exercises

1. In the following table, check all true statements
(39 points):

Statement

“Jahannam” means: very hot fire.

Hell is surrounded by desires.

Hell is very hot, but is otherwise nice.

Hell is eternal for the disbelievers.

Hell has thousands of gates.

A disbeliever will need a signed pass with photograph
in order to be admitted into Hell.

The disbelievers will be driven to Hell in groups.

Hell’s mountains require seventy years to climb.

Hell can see and talk.

Hell will be reluctant to take in any more people before

everyone is seated.

Hell will have hissing and roaring.

The Lord will restrain Hell with His foot.

The fire of Hell is more intense than this world’s fire.

The fuel of Hell will be trees and petroleum.

In Hell, everyone will have the same amount of pain.

Some people’s brain will boil in Hell.
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Statement

The hypocrites will be in the bottom of Hell.

Those who deter from Allaah’s path will receive al

double punishment.

Those who torment others will receive the worst
punishment.

The guarding angels of Hell will obey Allaah precisely.

The guarding angels of Hell will sympathize with the

people of Hell.

Maalik is the chief angel over Hell.

All people will enter Hell.

Most people will not abide in Hell eternally.
Shirk (or kufr) is the only sin that will cause a person to
abide eternally in Hell.

N The disbelievers are worse than cattle.

Satan will be exempt from entering Hell.

The disbelievers will be brought to Hell on their knees.

A believer who commits a major sinmay be punished in|

Hell before entering Jannah.

Following the sahaabah’s way is part of following the

Prophet (8).
The only group of Muslims who will be completely safe
from Hell is the Jamaa‘ah.

Corrupting the believers is a minor sin.

The disbelievers in Hell will neither be dead nor alive.
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2. Mention eight names of Hell, together with an aayah where
each name is mentioned (16 points):

The people of Hell will speak to the people of Jannah.

The people of Hell will hold meetings to solve their
problems.

Though in pain, the people of Hell will maintain their
dignity.

Cold water will occasionally be poured over the people
of Hell to cool them down.

The restaurants of Hell will only serve very spicy food.

Nations will curse one another in Hell.
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3. Mention at least six types of people who will enter Hell
(12 points):

1 5

2 5

3 6

4. Describe at least ten forms of torture for the people of Hell
(20 points):

10
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5. Make a comparison between pleasures of Jannah and tortures
of Hell for each of the following items (16 points):

Item In Jannah In Hell

Food

Drink

Clothing

Jewlery

Seating

Family

Friends

Status



CHAPTER 6

CONCLUSION

Preparing for the Last Day

We have seen that the Last Day is the most tremendous Day
that humans will ever witness. Its terrifying events can make a
child white-haired *. It is the Day on which we will be returned
to our Lord for detailed accounting of all that we did in our first
life. It is the Day on which our eternal life will be decided: either
to eternal happiness in Jannah —may Allaah grant it to us, or to
eternal misery in Hell — may Allaah (88) forbid.

The Last Day is the Day for which we should strive by all
our means. Allaah (8%) says:
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«And beware of a Day when you will be
returned to Allaah. Every soul will then be
compensated for what it earned, and they (the
people) will not be treated unjustly.» ?

And Allaah says:
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1 As in Soorat al-Muzzammil 73:17.
2 Soorat al-Bagarah 2:281.
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«O you who believe, revere and fear Allaah, and
let every soul examine what it has put forth for
tomorrow. Revere and fear Allaah for, indeed,
Allaah is Well-Acquainted with what you do.
And be not like those who forgot Allaah, so He
made them forget themselves — those are the
stubborn disobedient people. They cannot be
equal: the people of the Fire and the people of
Jannah. The people of Jannah are the
successful.» '

We saw that Jannah is filled with wonders that will never end,
but the path to it surrounded by struggle and hardships. Those
who earnestly work for it will surely enter it.

In Jannah, there will be no sins or useless talk. Every corner
will resound with glorification of Allaah (8%), and the angelswill
constantly greet the believers with salaam (peace). Allaah (38)
says: 40 +7
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«(The believers’ reward will be) Gardens of ‘Adn
that theywill enter with whoever were righteous
among their fathers, their spouses, and their
descendants. And angels will enter upon them

1 Soorat al-Hashr 59:18-20.
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from every gate (with the greeting), “Peace unto
you for that you persevered in patience! How
excellent is your final Home!» '

The people of Jannahwill live in peace and satisfaction, never
getting tired, sick, or old. With no place in their heart for hatred,
they will all be beloved brothers to one another.

This, without any doubt, is the place where we want to be.
So let us strive hard for it, and let us make sincere du‘aa’ to
Allaah to admit us into it.

Hell

We saw, on the other hand, that Hell is the most gruesome
place. Its torture is worse than anything that we can imagine. It
is ugly and loathsome beyond description, but the path to it is
surrounded by deceitful desires and temptations. Yet, those who
earnestly work to avoid it will surely be saved from it.

Hell, without any doubt, is a place where we never want to
be. We do not want to have even the slightest taste of it. We
want to be of those who will swiftly cross the Siraat that will be
extended over it. So, let us strive by all our might to avoid it,
and let us make sincere du‘aa’ to Allaah to protect us from it.

Supplication

With all our heart, we should ask
Allaah ($8) repeatedly to shelter us

os
/

from the hideous Hell and to admit us 7neroeceinto the beautiful Jannah, aameen. Poa
Anas (4) reported that the

Prophet (8) said:

XN

1 Soorat ar-Ra‘d 13:23-24.
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oy ab Asal IG ole GGELI aulai Jie yan
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<Whena person asks Allaah three times to admit
him into Jannah, Jannah says, “O Allaah, admit
him into Jannah.” And when a person asks
Allaah three times to protect him from Hell, Hell
says, “O Allaah, protect him from Hell.”> ’
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«Our Lord, give us in this world good and in the
hereafter good, and protect us from the

punishment of the Fire.» *

1 Recorded by at-Tirmithee, an-Nasaa’ee, and others. Verified to be authentic

by al-Albaanee (al-Mishkaat no. 2412).
2 Soorat al-Baqarah 2:201.

Jannah is the
only prize that
deserves our

aximu
striving and
competition
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Term Meaning

Aayah Approximately one sentence of the
Qur'aan. Plural: aayaat.

‘Aalim Scholar. Plural: ‘Ulamaa’.

‘Abd Servant of (Allaah).

Al-Ka’bah The House of worship in Makkah. All
of the Muslims face it in their
prayers.

Al-Madeenah | The town in Arabia where the

Prophet (8) built his mosque and
lived the last ten years of his life.

Deen Religion.

Eemaan Faith or belief.

Hadeeth A saying or an action of the
Prophet (8).

Hajj Pilgrimage.

Ihsaan Worshiping and fearing Allaah as if
you can see Him.

Jahannam The hell fire.

Jannah The gardens of Paradise.

Jinn Invisible creatures that Allaah created
from smoke.
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Term Meaning

Kaafir A person who rejects the faith in
Allaah after it has been clarified to
him. Plural: kuffaar.

Khutbah Speech.

Makkah The hometown of the Prophet (88).

Masjid Mosque. The place where Muslims
pray.

Mu’min Believer or one who has eemaan.

Qadar Destiny or decree.

Ramadhaan The month of fasting.

Sahaabee Companion of the Prophet (#).
Plural: Sahaabah.

Salaah The prayer.

Salaf The early righteous Muslims.

Shahaadah Testimony.

Sujood Putting the forehead down on the

ground in prayer to Allaah.

Sunnah The Prophet’s teachings.

Soorah Chapter of the Qur'aan.

Tafseer Explanation of the Qur’aan.

Thikr Mentioning Allaah by heart and
tongue. Plural: athkaar.

Zakaah Obligatory charity in Islaam.
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