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BIOGRAPHY OF THE EXPLAINER

Al-Allaamah Muhammad Bin Saleh Al-
TJthaymeen (1347-1421AH)

His lineage and birth: He is the noble scholar,
verifier, Faqeeh, scholar of Tafsir, god-fearing,
ascetic, Muhammad Bin Saleh Bin Muhammad
bin Sulaymaan bin ‘Abd-Rahman Ali
TJthaymeen from Al-Wahbah of Bani Tameem.
He was born on the 27th night of the blessed
month Ramadan in the year 1347AH in
TJnayzah -one of the cities of Al-Qaseem- in the
kingdom of Saudia Arabia.

His scholastic upbringing; his father, may
Allaah have mercy upon him, enrolled him to
study the Noble Quran with his maternal
grandfather, the teacher ‘Abdur-Rahman Bin
Sulaymaan Ad-Daamigh’, may Allaah have
mercy upon him. Then he studied writing, some
arithmetic, and Arabic literature at “Al-Ustaadh
Abdul-Azeez Bin Saleh Ad-Daamigh’s school
and that was before he enrolled in “Al-Mu’allim
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‘Ali Bin ‘Abdillah Ash-Shahaytan’s SchooF where
he memorized the Noble Quran with him, and he
had not reached fourteen years of age yet.

Under the direction of his father, may Allaah
have mercy upon him, he embarked upon
seeking religious knowledge; and the noble
Shaykh Al-‘Allamah ‘Abdur Rahman Bin Nasir
As-Sa’dee, may Allah have mercy upon him, use
to teach religious sciences and Arabic at “Jaame’
Kabeer” (i.e. Grand masjid where Jumu’ah his
held) in TJnayzah. He arranged two of his senior
students to teach the beginning students.
Therefore, the Shaykh (i.e. Al-Uthaymeen) would
join Shaykh Muhammad Bin ‘Abdul-‘Azeez Al-
Mutawwa’s circle of knowledge, may Allah have
mercy upon him, until he attained from
knowledge of Tawheed, Figh, and Nahw (i.e.
Arabic grammar related to the ending of words)
what he attained.

Then he sat in the circles of knowledge of his
Shaykh ‘Abdur Rahman Bin Nasir As-Sa'dee,
may Allaah have mercy upon him. So he studied
with him Tafsir, Hadith, Seerah of the Prophet,
At-Tawheed, Al-Figh, Al-TJsool, Al-Faraa’id, An-
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Nahw, and memorization concise texts on these
sciences.

The noble Shaykh Al-‘Allamah ‘Abdur Rahman
Bin Nasir As-Sa'dee, May Allaah have mercy
upon him, was considered to be his first
Shaykh. Since he acquired knowledge,
experience, and methods (of learning) from him
more so than anyone else; and he was impressed
by his methodology, his principles, his way of
teaching, and his adherence to proofs and
evidences.

When Shaykh ‘Abdur-Rahman Bin ‘Ali Bin
‘Awdaan, may Allaah have mercy upon him, was
a judge in TJnayzah he (i.e. Shaykh Al-
TJthaymeen) would study the science of Al-
Faraa’id with him, just like he would study An-
Nahw and Al-Balaghah with Shaykh ‘Abdur-
Razzaaq ‘Afeefee, may Allah have mercy upon
him, during his presence as a teacher in that
city.

When the academic institution opened in
Riyadh, some of his brothers urged him to
enroll. So he sought his Shaykh’s, ‘Abdur
Rahman Bin Nasir As-Sa'dee, may Allaah have
mercy upon him, permission. So he gave him
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permission, and he enrolled in the institution
from 1372AH to 1373AH.

Indeed he took advantage of the scholars who
use to teach there at that time, through the two
years that he entered in the academic
institution in Riyadh. Among them was Al-
‘Allamah, scholar in Tafsir Shaykh Muhammad
Al-Ameen As-Shangitee, Shaykh Al-Faqgeeh
‘Abdul-‘Azeez Bin Nasir Bin Rasheed, and
Shaykh, the scholar in hadith, ‘Abdur-Rahman
Al-Ifreekee...may Allaah have mercy upon them.

During that time, he would stick with His
eminence Shaykh Al-‘Allamah ‘Abdul-‘Azeez Bin
‘Abdillah Bin Baaz, may Allaah have mercy upon
him, and he studied with him Saheeh Bukhari
and some treatises of Shaykhul-Islam Ibn
Taymiyah in the masjid. He benefited by him in
the science of hadith, analyzing the views of the
scholars of figh and the relationship between
them. He considered Shaykh ‘Abdul-'Azeez Bin
Baaz, may Allaah have mercy upon him, to be
his second Shaykh in obtaining knowledge and
being influenced by him.
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Then he returned to TJdnayzah in 1374AH, and
he commenced studying under his Shaykh Al-
‘Allamah ‘Abdur-Rahman Bin Nasir As-Sa'dee
and he followed up his studies in the faculty of
Sharee’ah, which had become a subsidiary of
Imam Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic University
until he obtained a high-ranking degree.

His teaching: his Shaykh saw in him nobleness
and quickness in the acquisition of knowledge,
so he encouraged him to teach while he was still
a student in his circles of knowledge. So he
began teaching in 1370 at the “Jaamee Kabeef
in TJnayzah.

When he graduated from the institute in Riyadh,
he was appointed as a teacher at the institution
in TInayzah in 1374AH.

In 1376AH, his Shaykh Al-Allamah 'Abdur-
Rahman Bin Nasir as-Sa'dee, may Allaah have
mercy upon him, died. Therefore, he (i.e. Al-
TJthaymeen) was appointed the imamate of
“Jaamee Kabeer” in TJdnayzah and also he was
appointed the imamate of two ‘Eid there, and he
was appointed to teach in the library of TInayzah
Al-Wataniyah next to Jaamee Kabeer, which his
Shaykh, founded in 1359AH.
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When the number of students increased, and
the library could not suffice them, the noble
Shaykh began teaching in the Masjid Al-Jaamee.
The students gathered there, and they would
flock together from Kingdom of Saudia Arabia
and outside of the Kingdom until they reached in
the hundreds for some of the classes. These
people studied seriously, and they did not just
simply listened to the classes. He (i.e.
TJthaymeen) remained upon that as an Imam, a
Khateeb, and a teacher until his passing,
may Allaah have mercy upon him.

The Shaykh remained a teacher in the
institution from 1374AH to 1398AH, and when
he transferred to teaching in the faculty of
Sharee’ah and Usool-Deen in Al-Qaseem branch
to Muhammad Bin Saud Islamic University and
remained as a teacher there until his passing
away, May Allaah the most high have mercy
upon him.

He use to lecture in Masjid Haram and Masjid
An-Nabawi during the seasons of Hajj,
Ramadan, and the summer vacations from
1402AH until his passing away, may Allaah have
mercy upon him.
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The Shaykh had a particular teaching practice
in his openhandedness and integrity. He would
raise questions to his students, receive their
questions, and hold classes and lectures with a
lofty concern, a composed mind and delighted at
his propagating religious knowledge and his
closeness to the people.

His passing away: He passed away, may Allaah
have mercy upon him, in the city of Jeddah
shortly before Maghrib on Wednesday the 15th of
the month of Shawwal 1421AH. He was prayed
over in Masjid Haram after ‘Asr on Thursday.
Then he was followed by thousands who had
prayed over him, and he was buried in Mecca Al-
Mukaramah. 1

1 The source of this is biography was from the Shaykh’s
website (www.ibnothaimeen.com)
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CHAPTER 71

HUMILITY AND LOWERING ONE’S
WING TO THE BELIEVERS

Allaah the Sublime says,
O~ ddr-Jaia,

“And be kind and humble to the believers
who follow you.” 2

And Allaah the Sublime says,

f /<< * -\ 'fa

“O you who believe! Whoever from
among you turns back from his religion
(Islam), Allaah will bring a people whom
He will love and they will love Him;

2Ash-Shu’axaa (26:215)
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humble towards the believers, stern
towards the disbelievers.” 3

And Allaah the Sublime says,

Jpg S <& >
{ ifeui

“O mankind! We have created you from a
male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that you may know
one another. Verily, the most honorable
of you with Allaah is that (believer) who
has At-Tagwaa.” 4

And Allaah the Sublime says,

“So ascribe not purity to yourselves. He
knows best him who fears Allaah and
keeps his duty to HIm.” 5

And Allaah the Sublime says,

3Al-Maidah (5:54)
4Al-Hujuraat (49:13)
5ANn-Najm (53:32)
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“And the men on Al-A'raf(the wall) will
call unto the men whom they would
recognize by their marks, saying: “Of
what benefit to you were your great
numbers (and hoards of wealth), and your
arrogance against Faith?” Are they those
about whom you swore that Allaah would
never show them mercy? (Behold! It has
been said to them): ‘Enter Paradise, no
fear shall be on you, nor shall you
grieve.”” 6

Explanation

An-Nawawi (rahimahullah) said in the book
Riyadh As-Saaliheen, in the chapter “Humility
and one’s wing to the believers”:

6Al-A’raaf (7:48-49)



14 HUMILITY AND LOWERING ONE’'S WING
TO THE BELIEVERS

Humility is the opposite of self-exaltation.
Humility is that one does not elevate or exalt
himself over others by way of his knowledge,
lineage, wealth, status, leadership, governorship,
and so on. Rather, it is obligatory to lower one’s
wing to the believers. He should exhibit kindness
to them just as the most honorable of creation
and lofty amongst them before Allaah, the
Messenger of Allaah (sallallahu alayhi wa
sallam), wused to exhibit kindness to the
believers, to the point that a young girl would
grab him by the hand and take him wherever
she wanted and he would fulfill her need for her.

Allaah the Sublime says,

“And be kind and humble to the
believers.” 7

And in another verse Allaah says,

“the believers who follow you.” 8

7 Al-Hijr (15:88)
8Ash-Shuraa’ (26:215)
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u... and lower your wing”

Meaning be humble. The arrogant and haughty
person thinks of himself as a bird soaring in the
air. So he is commanded to lower his wing and
come down to the believers who follow the
Prophet (sallallahu alayhi wa sallam).

It is known that one is not to lower one’s wing to
the disbeliever. Rather, one is to be elevated
above the disbeliever and exalted above him,
placing himself in a position above him. Cling to
the Statement of Allaah (At-Tawheed), and the
Statement of Allaah is superior. Allaah said in
his description of the Prophet (sallallahu alayhi
wa sallam) and his companions,

“They are severe against disbelievers,
and merciful among themselves,” 9

Meaning they are stem and firm against the
disbelievers while compassionate to each other.

9Al-Fath (48:29)

15
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Then, the mentioned the second verse, Allaah
the Sublime's statement,

W~ A Oji* TMi I
X Joplk vIN

“O you whobelieve! Whoever from
among you turns back from his religion
(Islam), Allaah will bring a people whom
He will love and they will love Him;
humble towards the believers, stern
towards the disbelievers.” 10

Perhaps a person enters Islam and acts
according to it, and afterward Shaytaan
misguides him—and the refuge is with Allaah—
until he apostates from the religion. When he
apostates, he is no longer an ally or supporter of
the believers. Because of this, Allaah says,

“Allaah will bring a people whom He will
love and they will love Him,”

meaning, a believing people.

10AlI-Maidah (5:54)
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"

humble towards the believers, stern
towards the disbelievers.”

They are to the believers humble, not raising
their status above them or asserting their might
over them. Toward the disbelievers, they are
dignified in their status. The Prophet (sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said,

lij j < ™MLLIL (gl 4 W 3jj.11 1jj-L-j N

"do not initiate the greetings to the Jews
and Christians; when you meet them in
the road force them to its edges.” 11

This is to subdue them and forsake them. They
are your Lord's enemy, your messenger's enemy,
the enemies of your religion, and the enemies of
the book of Allaah.

11 Muslim collected it in Kitaabul Salaam under the
chapter “The prohibition of initiating the greetings to the
people of the book” (2166)
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Within this verse is evidence for the affirmation
of love from Allaah the Mighty and Majestic, and
that Allaah loves and is loved.

N 4LV #Ht

“Allaah will bring a people whom He will
love and they will love Him.”

This love is tremendous, and has no equivalent.
You find that for the one who loves Allaah, the
Mighty and Majestic, the Dunya, family, and
wealth are of little value to him. Even his own
self (is of little value to him) compared to that
which is pleasing to Allaah, the Mighty and
Majestic.

Because of this, one sacrifices and exposes his
neck to Allaah’s enemies, out of love for giving
victory to Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic and
giving victory to His religion. And this is evidence
that one must give precedence to that which
Allaah and His Messenger love over that which
one loves oneself.

From the signs that one loves Allaah is that one
is constant in the remembrance of Allaah. He
remembers his Lord constantly within his heart,
tongue, and limbs.
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Another sign that one loves Allaah is that one
loves whomever Allaah loves. So He loves the
messenger (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), the
rightly guided successors, the Imams, and
whomever is in his time from the people of
knowledge and righteousness.

Yet another sign that one loves Allaah is that
one establishes obedience to Allaah and places it
before one’s desires. When the caller to prayer
calls out, “Come to the prayer,” one leaves one’s
work and comes to the prayer because one loves
that which pleases Allaah more than that which
is pleasing to his soul.

Allaah’s love has many signs. When one loves
his Lord, Allaah the Mighty and Sublime hastens
to love him, as Allaah, the Glorified and Sublime
says in the qudsi hadith,

“The one who comes to Me walking I will
come to him at a quick pace.” 12

12 Al-Bukhari collected it in Kitaabul Tawheed under the
chapter “Allaah, the Sublime’s statement, ‘Allaah warns
you of himself” (7405); and Muslim collected it in Kitaabul
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Because of this Allaah the Sublime says,

“Say (O Muhammad to mankind): “If you
(really) love Allaah then follow me (i.e.
accept Islamic Monotheism, follow the
Qur'an and the Sunnah), Allaah will love
you.” 13

Allaah did not order the Prophet (sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) to say, “Follow me
(Muhammad) and believe in Allaah.” Rather He
says, “Allaah will love you.” For this is the fruit:
Allaah will love His servant. When He loves His
servant, the servant has attained the good of the
Dunya and the Hereafter. May Allaah make me
and you among His beloved.

Within Allaah’s statement “they love Him” is
evidence for the affirmation of the servant’s love
for His Lord; and this is something witnessed.
One finds within one’s heart a fervent desire for
whatever pleases Allaah. This shows that Allaah
the Mighty and Sublime loves him.

Dhikr and Du’aa under the chapter “Encouragement to
remember Allaah the Sublime.” (2675)
BAIi Imraan (3:31)
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The believing person who has been granted
success (by Allaah) with this great characteristic
is one who loves Allaah more than oneself,
children, mother and father, or anything else. He
is one who loves another person because that
other person loves Allaah, as it is well-known
that one is fond of those beloved to one’s
beloved. Thus due to one’s love for Allaah, one
loves those whom Allaah the Mighty and
Sublime loves of people, actions, and
statements.

Then the author, Al-Haafidh An-Nawawi, may
Allaah have mercy upon him, mentioned in his
book Riyaadh As-Saaliheen under the heading:
“The chapter of humility and lowering one’s wing
to the believers”—after citing the verse:

iJ3j(Ai j, jSIHI mMJtit0s >
{0 SiEt P X

“O mankind! We have created you from a
male and a female, and made you into
nations and tribes, that you may know
one another. Verily, the most honorable
of you with Allaah is that (believer) who
has At-Taqwa [i.e. one of the Muttaqun.

21

tidpQi
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Verily, Allaah is All-Knowing, All-Aware.”
14

Allaah, the Mighty and Sublime, addresses all of
mankind, declaring that He created them from a
male and female. “Male and female” refers to
Aadam and Hawaa’ or simply means that all the
children of Aadam were created from a male and
a female. The latter is the predominant view and
the most commonly used.

Allaah created Aadam without a mother and
father, from dirt, mud, then dry clay. Then He
created for him a soul and blew it into him, so
he became a well-proportioned human being.
Allaah created Hawaa' from a father without a
mother. Allaah created 'Esaa from a mother
without a father. Allaah created the rest of
humanity from a mother and a father.

Just as the human being is of four types as it
relates to the basis of his creation, he is of four
types as it relates to the gender of that which is
created (i.e., his offspring). Allaah the Mighty
and Sublime says,

4 Al-Hujuraat (49:13)
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“To Allaah belongs the kingdom of the
heavens and the earth. He creates what
He wills. He bestows female (offspring)
upon whom He wills, and bestows male
(offspring) upon whom He wills. Or He
bestows both males and females, and He
renders barren whom He wills. Verily, He
is the All-Knower and is Able to do all
things.” 15

“He bestows female (offspring) upon whom He
wills,” meaning no male (offspring). Some people
have daughters and no sons.

“and bestows male (offspring) upon whom He
wills.” meaning male offspring only.

“Or He bestows both males and females.” The
(Arabic word for) “mate” can refer to “kind” as
well, just as Allaah the Sublime says,

15Ash-Shuraa’ (42:49-50)
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MANnd other torments of similar kinds, all
together!” 16

meaning in pairs.

And Allaah says,

“(It will be said to the angels): “Assemble
those who did wrong, together with their
companions (from the devils),” 17

Meaning, their types. Thus He pairs the two
types together, male and female offspring.

The fourth category, “and He renders barren
whom He wills.” Some do not have any sons or
daughters. Allaah the Glorified and Sublime
owns the dominion of the heavens and earth; He
creates whatever He wills. No one can amend His
ruling and He is All-Seeing and All-Knowing.

16 Saad (38:58)
17 Saffaat (37:22)
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Allaah, Great is His Mention, says, “and made
you into nations and tribes.” The word
“nations” refers to large groups of people, just as
“the Arab” refers to all kinds of Arabs; and “the
non-Arab” refers to all other races. Tribes are
smaller groups of people. The Quraysh, Banu
Tameem, and so forth (within the Arab nation)
are tribes.

Allaah’s statement, “that you may know one
another.” This (statement) is the wisdom behind
Allaah making us into nations and tribes. Allaah
made these tribes for the purpose of us knowing
one another, not for the purpose of boasting to
one another saying, “I am Arab and you are non-
Arab; | belong to a tribe and you are khudhairi
18 | am wealthy and you are poor.” These are
phrases from the pre-Islamic period, and the
refuge is with Allaah. The Prophet ( ‘alayhi
salaatu wa sallam) said,

1B Translator’s note: A common word used especially
among the people of Najd and Saudi Arabia in general to
describe those whose Arab origin is unknown.
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“Indeed Allaah has removed the
haughtiness of the pre-Islamic period,
and the boasting of one’s forefathers.
One is either a pious believer or a wicked
evil-doer. You all are the children of
Aadam and he is from dirt.” 19

The most noble among us before Allaah is he
who has the most tagwaa of Allaah the Mighty
and Sublime. Nonetheless, it is imperative we
know that some tribes or some nations are more
virtuous than others. The nation to which the
Messenger (‘alayhi wa salaatu wa sallam) was
sent is the most virtuous. The nation of Arabs is
more virtuous than the rest as Allaah says in his
book,

19 Aboo Dawud collected it in Kitaa.bul-Ad.ab under the
chapter “Mutually boasting of nobility” (5116); and At-
Tirmidhi collected it in Kitaabul-Munagib under the
chapter “Regarding the excellence of Sham and Yemen.”
(3956)
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“Allaah knows best with whom to place
His Message.” 20

The Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said,

iSj r” on

“People are of different natures. The best
of them during the pre-Islamic period of
ignorance are the best of them in Al-
Islaam if they acquire understanding of
the religion.”2L

This does not denote disdain for the rest of
human race; boasting is not allowed. As for
variation in virtue, Allaah gives preferences to
some races over others. The Arab is more
virtuous than the non-Arab; nevertheless, if the

20 Al-An’aam (6:124)

21 Al-Bukhari collected it in Kitaabul-Munagib under the
chapter “Allaah the Sublime’s statement, ‘O mankind, we
created you...” (3493); and Muslim collected it in Kitaabul
Fadaa’il Sahaabah under the chapter ‘The best of
mankind.” (2526)
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Arab is impious and the non-Arab has tagqwaa
then the non-Arab is more noble before Allaah
than the Arab.

Afterward, the author quotes:

“So ascribe not purity to yourselves. He
knows best him who fears and keeps his
duty to Him [i.e. those who are Al-
Muttaqun].” 2

“So ascribe not purity” means to not commend
oneself in claiming righteousness. However,
speaking about Allaah’s blessing upon a servant
like mentioning how one used to transgress
bounds and was deviated (from guidance) so
Allaah guided and granted one tawfeeq, and how
he gained uprightness in the religion—this is
speaking about the favor of Allaah, and not
purifying oneself. There is no harm in this, just
as there is no harm in mentioning the favor of
Allah’s enriching one after poverty.

22 An-Najm (53:32)
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“He knows best him who fears and keep
his duty to Him.”

The word “He” is referring the Lord, the Mighty
and Majestic. How often do two individuals seek
knowledge or claim to implement it, yet the
difference between them in tagwaa is like the
distance between the heavens and earth. Two
people praying next to one another may have in
their hearts of tagwaa a difference similar to the
distance between the heavens and earth. This is
why Allaah says,

“So ascribe not purity to yourselves. He
knows best him who fears and keep his
duty to Him [i.e. those who are Al-
Muttaqun].”

Afterward the author cites another verse, which
is the statement of Allaah the Sublime,

“And the men on AZ*A'ra/(the wall) will
call unto the men whom they would
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recognize by their marks, saying: ‘Of
what benefit to you were your great
numbers (and hoards of wealth), and your
arrogance against Faith?’” 23

The companions of Al-A’raf are people whose
good and bad deeds are equal. They don't enter
Paradise or Hell. The inhabitants of Hell are
gathered into Hell and the inhabitants of
paradise taken as delegates to meet Ar-
Rahmaan, in groups. Yet the companions of Al-
A’raf. The word Al-A’raf is the plural of ‘Arf,
which is an elevated place; however, they are
neither in Paradise nor the Fire. They (the
companions of Al-A’raf will observe both
inhabitants and eventually they will enter
Paradise since eventually no places will remain
except Paradise and Hell.

Allaah the Sublime says,

“And the men on Al-A'raf(the wall) will
call unto the men whom they would
recognize by their marks.”

23Al-‘Araaf (7:48)
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They will completely recognize them by their
signs.

“... saying: ‘Of what benefit to you were
your great numbers (and hoards of
wealth), and your arrogance against
Faith?’”

meaning, your wealth, children, and family did
not avail you; your armies, did not avail you;
gathering them and seeking their assistance did
not avail you in the least.

“...and your arrogance against Faith?”

meaning, your arrogance against the truth, did it
avail you?

“Are they those, of whom you swore that
Allaah would never show them mercy?”

Meaning, the weak. The leaders rejected the
messengers, mocked the believers, and said,
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“Is it these (poor believers) that Allaah
has favored from amongst us?” 24

The people of Al-A’raf will say, “Aren’t they the
people who have mercy upon them—the
inhabitants of Paradise whom you mocked (as
being weak)?”

& % 0 I£e '$ u IA2 >
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“Verily! (During the worldly life) those
who committed crimes used to laugh at
those who believed. And whenever they
passed by them, used to wink one to
another (in mockery). And when they
returned to their own people, they would
return jesting.” 5

So they will say to them (i.e., the weak),

{ 3Py

24 Al-‘An’aam (6:53)
ZBAl-Mutaffifin (83:29-31)



EXPLANATION OF RIYAADH SALIHEEN:
THE CHAPTER ON HUMILITY &
LOWERING ONE'S WING TO THE
BELIEVERS

“Is it these (poor believers) that Allaah
has favored from amongst us?”

It will be said to them (i.e., the weak),

“Enter Paradise. No fear shall be on you,
nor shall you grieve.”

Their humility toward the truth and their
following the Messengers helped them attain
these lofty stations. As for those arrogant
individuals who boasted about what Allaah
granted them of large armies and wealth, indeed
that will not avail them in the least. So this
proves the virtue of humbling oneself to the
truth.

We ask Allaah to make us and you among those
who are humble to Him and towards the truth
the messengers brought; indeed He is able to do
all things.
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HADITH NUMBERS 602, 603, &
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1/602- On the authority of lyyaad bin Himaar
(radhiallahu ‘anhu), he said, Allaah’s
Messenger (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
said, "Indeed Allaah revealed to me for you to
be humble and do not be boastful towards one
another; nor transgress one another.” Muslim
collected it 6
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26 Muslim collected it in Kitaabul Jannah under the
chapter “The attributes which the people of paradise are
known for in the DunyaZl (2865) [64],
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2/603- On the authority of Abi Hurairah
[radhialla.hu *anhu), Allaah’s Messenger
(sallallahu *alayhi wa sallam) said, “Giving
charity willnot diminishwealth; Allaah will
not increase a servant who pardons in
anything except for honor; and no one will
humble himself for Allaah except that Allaah
will raise him.” Muslim collected it 27
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4/605- On the authority of Aboo Hurairah
[radhiallahu (anhu) said, “One of the female
servants of Medina would take the hand of
the Prophet (sallallahu *alayhi wa sallam)

27 Muslim collected it in Kitaabul Birr wa Silah under the
chapter “The recommendation of pardoning and being
humble” (2588).
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and hurry to wherever she wished.” Al-
Bukhari collected it 28

Explanation

From the ahadeeth which the author, may
Allaah have mercy upon him, has cited in the
book Riyaadh As-Saaliheen in the Chapter of
Humility, is the hadith of lyyaad bin Himaar
[radhiallahu ‘anhu)  who said, “Allaah’s
messenger (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said,

i™ijj ofyi oi

"Indeed Allaah revealed to me for you to
be humble.”

Meaning, each of us should be humble toward
the other, treating the other equally or honoring
the other more.

From the customs of the Salaf, may Allaah have
mercy upon them, is that each of them would
treat one younger like his son, one older like his
father, and one equal (in age) like his brother.
Hence, he would view one older with honor and

2B Al-Bukhari collected it in Kitaabul Adab under the
chapter “Chapter on arrogance” (2088).
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veneration, one younger with compassion and
mercy, and one equal in age with equality. They
would not transgress the rights of one another.
This is among the affairs one is obliged to
distinguish oneself with: to be humble to Allaah,
the Mighty and Majestic and to one’s Muslim
brethren.

As for the disbeliever, Allaah the Sublime has
ordered the believer to fight against him, be
stem and harsh towards him, and deem him
insignificant as much as possible. Nonetheless,
if one Muslim has a treaty or covenant of
protection with a disbeliever, all Muslims are
obliged to fulfill that treaty or covenant of
protection for as long it remains.

Afterward, the author cited the hadith of Aboo
Hurairah (radhiallahu ‘anhu), that the Prophet
(sallallahu ‘alayhi wa aalihee wa sallam) said,

4 fadj) C AAJL4

"Giving charity will not diminish
wealth,”

meaning giving charity will not diminish wealth
as one might assume and as Shaytan threatens.
Allaah the Mighty and Majestic says,
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“Shaytan (Satan) threatens you with
poverty and orders you to
commit fahsha (evil deeds, illegal sexual
intercourse, sins etc.).” 29

The meaning of the word fahsha refers to every
vile thing from stinginess or other than it. So
Shaytan threatens mankind with poverty and
whenever he wants to give charity, Shaytan
says, "Don’t give charity; this will diminish
your wealth and cause you to become poor!
Withhold!” However, the Prophet (sallallahu
‘alayhi u>a sallam) informed us that giving
charity will not diminish wealth.

So if one says, “How will it not diminish wealth?
When one has a hundred and gives ten, he has
ninety left.” It should be said, “This is a
diminishment related to quantity, but the
increase is beyond the tangible quantity.”
Afterward, Allaah opens for the person the doors
of provision and returns to him what he spent,
as He the Sublime says,

2D Al-Bagarah (2:268)
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“And whatsoever you spend of anything
(in Allaah’s Cause), He will replace it.
And He is the Best of providers.” 0

Meaning, Allaah will grant its substitute as a
succession. Hence, do not assume when you
give ten out of one hundred in charity, that it
will diminish your wealth. Rather, it will increase
it in blessings; you will be given provision from
where you cannot anticipate.

The Prophet’s statement,

lip NI jJjL, AL3lj U j

“Allaah will not increase a servant who
pardons in anything except for honor”

refers to one who pardons the one who
oppressed him. One might say, “Indeed this is a
form of humiliation.” Yet the Messenger (‘alayhi
salaatu wa salaam) makes clear that Allaah will
not increase anyone who pardons another in
anything but honor. So Allaah will honor him

P Saba’ (34:39)

39
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and elevate his status. And in this is an
encouragement to pardon. However, pardoning
is limited to that which will bring about
reconciliation, based upon Allaah, the Sublime’s
statement,

"But whoever forgives and makes
reconciliation, his reward is due from
Allaah.” 3i

So if there is no reconciliation, but corruption,
one is not ordered to pardon. For example, if an
evil person known for transgressing against
others transgresses, should we say to the victim,
“Pardon this evil person because he is evil?”
Then he will transgress against others the next
day and against us as well. We should say,
“Have firm resolve; it is better that you punish
him for his transgression.” Take your right from
him and do not pardon him since pardoning
people who cause evil and corruption is not a
reconciliation; it will not increase them except in
corruption and evil.

As for when pardoning is a form of kindness and
perhaps the one whom you pardon will feel

3L Ash-Shura (42:40)
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ashamed and will not transgress against you
and others—then this is best in that case.

The Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) then
said,

NI <) IR\

“and no one will humble himself for
Allaah except that Allaah will raise him.**

This is the focus of our discussion on this
hadith,

“and no one will humble himself for
Allaah except that Allaah will raise him.**

Humbling oneself for Allaah has two meanings.
The first meaning is to humble oneself to
Allaah’s religion and not to see oneself above it;
not being haughty towards it and its tenets.

The second meaning is to humble oneself to
Allaah’s servants seeking Allaah’s face; not out
of fear for them or out of hope for what they
have with them; it is done for Allaah the Mighty
and Majestic. Both meanings are correct and
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whoever humbles himself for Allaah, He will
raise him in the Dunya as well as the Hereafter.
This is something witnessed; the humble person
has a lofty status, a good reputation, and is
liked by the people.

Look at the humility of the Messenger (‘alayhi
salaatu wa sallam), who is the noblest of
creation. One of the young female servants of
Medinah would come to him and grab his hand
and take him wherever she wanted so that he
could assist with her needs. He did not ask,
“Where are you taking me?” or say, “Go to
someone else.” Rather he would go with her and
assist with her needs. And Allaah the Mighty
and Majestic did not increase him because of
that in anything but honor and high ranking
(salawatullaah wa salaamuhu ‘alayhi).
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HADITH NUMBERS 604, 606, &
607
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3/604- On the authority of Anas (radhiallahu
‘anhu) that he passed some youth and
greeted them, and he said, "The Prophet
[sallallahu *alayhi wa sallam) used to do
s0.” Agreed upon3®

2 Al-Bukhari collected it in Kitaabul Isti’dhaan under the
chapter “Giving the greetings to the youth” (6247); and
Muslim collected it in Kitaabul Salaam under the chapter
“The recommendation of giving the greeting to the youth”
(2168).
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5/606- On the authority of Al-Aswad bin
Yazeed (radhiallahu *anhu), he said, uAisha
(radhialla.hu *anha) was asked, ‘What did the
Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) use to
do in his home?’ She replied, ‘He would work
for his family—meaning in service of his
family—and when the time of prayer came he

would leave to pray.”” Al-Bukhari collected it
33
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B Al-Bukhari collected it in Kitaabul jjl .
chapter “Whoever is in service of his famil n n C
is being established...” (686). **** and the Prayer
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6/607- On the authority of Aboo Rifaa’
Tameem bin Asayad (radhiallahu ‘an.hu), he
said, “l came to Allaah’s messenger
(sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) while he was
addressing the people and | said, ‘O Allaah’s
messenger, a stranger has come asking about
his religion.” Hence Allaah’s Messenger
(sallallahu *alayhi wa sallam) turned
towards me and left his address until he
came to me; so he brought a chair and sat
down and began to teach me what Allaah
taught him. Then he continued addressing
the people and completed (his address).”
Muslim collected it 34

Explanation
Al-Haafidh An-Nawawi (rahimahullah) cited in

Riyaadh As-Saaliheen narrations clarifying the
Prophet’'s humility (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa ‘aali wa

3#A Muslim collected it in Kitaabul Jumuah under the
chapter “Shortening the prayer and sermon” (876).
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salaam)—that he would give the greetings to the
youth when passing them in spite of the fact
that they were youth below the age of
discernment. In spite of that, he (salallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) would give salaam to them,
and his companions, may Allaah be pleased with
them, emulated him (in that).

On the authority of Anas (radhiallahu ‘anhu), he
would pass by the youth and greet them in the
marketplace while they were playing. He said,
“Indeed the Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) used to do so.” This is from humility,
good manners, cultivation, and excellence in
teaching, guidance, and instruction. Whenever
one habitually greets the youth, they will become
accustomed to it and it will become like a
natural instinct within their souls.

When one passes another he should give the
greetings. Indeed we are sad that people pass
elders and do not greet them, the refuge is with
Allaah. Perhaps this is not done out of
abandonment or hatred; however, it is due to a
lack of concern and a lack of following the
Sunnah. Ignorance and heedlessness—even if
not sinful—deprives one of an abundance of
good.

The Sunnah is to greet every Muslim one meets,
and to initiate the greetings even if he is younger
than oneself, because the Prophet (sallallahu
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‘alayhi wa sallam) used to initiate the greetings
to whomever he met and he (‘alayhi salaatu wa
salaam) is the greatest of people in status. So
whenever one initiates the greetings with
another, one obtains an abundance of good, and
from (that good) is emulation of the Messenger
(sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

Additionally from (that good) is that one becomes
a means of spreading this Sunnah, which has
died among many people. And it is well known
that for reviving sunan one is rewarded twice:
once for acting upon the Sunnah and again for
reviving it. One also becomes a cause for the
other to respond; and the response is a collective
obligation. So one becomes a cause for the
collective obligation of the other.

Because of this, initiating the greetings is more
excellent than returning the greetings even
though returning the greetings is obligatory and
initiating it is a Sunnah When the obligation is
built upon this Sunnah, the Sunnah becomes
more virtuous than this obligation, since the
obligation is founded upon it.

Interestingly, this issue is often noted by the
scholars as a curiosity, that this is a Sunnah
which is more excellent than an obligation. This
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is because normally the obligation is more
excellent. For example, the Fajr prayer, which is
two units, is more excellent than its stressed
supererogatory practices, which are also two
units (of prayer) because the Fajr prayer is
obligatory and the stressed supererogatory
prayer is a Sunnah. Nonetheless, initiating the
greetings is a Sunnah and in spite of that it
becomes more excellent than returning the
greetings, because the obligation to return it is
built upon the Sunnah of initiating it.

What is significant is that we should revive the
Sunnah of spreading the greetings. It is among
the causes of love, from the completeness of
faith, and a cause for entering Paradise. The
Prophet (‘alayhi salaatu wa salaam) said,

ij-Lji i j c ILUG djiili i

‘H oA i\ C ij

"You will not enter paradise until you
believe, and none of you will believe
until you love one another. Shall | not
inform you a matter which if you do it
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you will love one another? Spread the
greetings amongst yourself.” 3

From the humility of the Prophet (sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) is that he would be in the
service of his family in his home. He would milk
the sheep, repair his shoes, and otherwise be
serve his household. When ‘Ayesha was asked
what the Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
used to do in his home, she replied, “He would
work for his family,” meaning he (‘alayhi salaatu
wa salaam) would be in service of them.

An example is that whenever one is in one’s
home, it is from the Sunnah to make tea for
oneself, cook if one knows how, and wash that
which needs to be washed. All of this is from the
Sunnah One is given the reward of performing a
Sunnah of the Messenger (‘alayhi salaatu wa
salaam) and of being humble to Allaah the
Mighty and Majestic. And when one’s family
notices one’s assistance with the house work the
family’s love will increase, and so will one’s
status with the family. So within this is an
abundance of benefit.

3H Muslim collected it in Kitaabul Emaan under the
chapter “None will enter Paradise except the believers”
(54).
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From the humility of the Messenger (‘alayhi
salaatu wa salaam) is that a man came to him
while he was addressing the people and said, “A
stranger came asking about his religion.” This is
a statement was used to implore compassion. A
person came asking, not for money but for his
religion. Hence the Prophet (‘alayhi salaatu wa
salaam) stopped his speech and went to him. A
chair was brought to him and he began to teach
this man because the man came out of love for
knowledge of his religion in order to act upon it.
Afterward, the Prophet (‘alayhi salaatu wa
salaam) completed his speech. This is from the
humility and excellence of the Messenger (‘alayhi
salaatu wa salaam).

If one wonders, “Doesn’t the general benefit take
precedence over the specific benefit? The need of
this man was exclusive and He (sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) was giving a speech to a
group.” We respond that if the general benefit
would be lost then it is more deserving to be
regarded; however, the betterment of the masses
was not lost. They benefited from what the
Messenger (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) taught
this stranger and general betterment is not lost.

Also, when the Messenger (‘alayhi salaatu wa
salaam) came to the stranger and taught him,
an attachment of his heart to Al-Islaam was
instilled within him, as well as love for the
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Messenger (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). This is
from the wisdom of Allaah’s Messenger
(salawatullaah wa salaamuhu ‘alayhi). May
Allaah grant all of us success to what He loves
and is pleased with.
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7/608- On the authority of Anas (radhiallahu
‘anhu), the Messenger [sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) would lick his three fingers whenever
he would eat food. He said that the Prophet
[sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, “If a little
piece of food falls, remove from it the harm
and eat it; one shouldn’t leave it for the
Shaytan.” He ordered that the large bowl be
wiped clean (with the fingers) and he said,
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"Indeed you do not know which of your food
contains the blessing.” Muslim collected it. 36

9/610- On the authority of Abi Hurairah
(radhiallahu ‘anhu), the Prophet (sallallahu
*alayhi wa sallam) said, "If | was invited to
eat a trotter (i.e., cow or goat’s foot) or a
shoulder of a cow or goat | would accept the
invitation; or if a trotter or shoulder was
given to me as a gift | would accept it.” Al-
Bukhari collected it.37

3P Muslim collected it in Kitaabul Ashribah under the
chapter “the high recommendation of licking the fingers”
(2034).

37 Al-Bukhari collected it in Kitaabul Hibah under the
chapter “small quantity of gifts” (2568).
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10/611- On the authority of Anas
[radh.ialla.hu ‘anhu), he said, "The she-camel
of Allaah’s Messenger [sallaUahu *alayhi wa
sallam) “Al-‘Adhaba’” could not be outrun or
come close to being outrun. So a Bedouin
came on his camel and outran it. That was
difficult for the Muslims to bear until the
Prophet (sallaUahu *alayhi wa sallam)
realized it and said, "It is the truth, binding
upon Allaah, that nothing in the Dunya' will
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be elevated except that it will be lowered.”
Al-Bukhari collected it 38

Explanation

From these Ahadeeth which the author, may
Allaah have mercy upon him, has cited within
the book Riyaadh As-Saaliheen in the chapter on
humility is the hadith of Anas bin Malik
(radhiallahu ‘anhu), that the Prophet (sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) would lick his three fingers
whenever he finished his food. He would lick
them until that which was left upon them from
food went along with the food that he had
previously eaten.

Licking the fingers after eating food has two
benefits: a legislative benefit which is emulating
the Prophet (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)] and a
medical benefit which some doctors have noted,
that the fingertips secrete a substance when
licked that aids in digestion after eating.

3B Al-Bukhari collected it in Kitaabul Jihaad wa Sayyir
under the chapter “the Prophet’s she-camel (sallallahu
‘alayhi wa salaam)” (2872).
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The primary concern of the believer should not
be what is related to the bodily health. The
primary concern of the believer is following the
Messenger (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and
emulating him since within it is the health of the
heart, and anytime one adheres to the
Messenger (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), his
emaan is strengthened.

Likewise he (‘alayhi salaatu wa salaam) said, “If
a little piece of food falls"— meaning on the
ground or on the table spread—“remove from it
the harm and eat it; one shouldn't leave it for
the Shaytan.” So if a little piece of food falls on
the table spread, take it and remove that which
is upon it from harm if there is something
harmful upon it from dirt, splinters, or the likes,
and eat it out humility for Allaah the Mighty and
Majestic and out of compliance to the Prophet’s
order (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). Secondly, do
it also as a means of depriving the Shaytan from
the food since if one leaves it Shaytan will eat it.
Perhaps Shaytaan will share with the person in
his eating if he neglects this issue, and when he
eats without mentioning the name of Allaah
Shaytaan will partake in his meal along with
him.

He ordered us to wipe clean the plate or large
bowl used to serve the food. Wipe it clean by
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passing the hand over it and licking from the
fingers what was gathered up.

Additionally, this is a Sunnah many people are
heedless of. Regretfully, even many students of
knowledge, when they finish eating, may leave
behind a bit of food. They do not lick the plate,
in contradiction to what the Prophet (sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) ordered. Afterward the
Messenger (‘alayhi salaatu wa salaam) clarified
the wisdom behind that. He said,
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“Indeed you do not know in which of
your food is the blessing.”

Perhaps the blessing of this food is in what you
wipe from the large bowl.

Within this narration is the excellent teaching of
the Messenger (‘alayhi salaatu wa salaam) and
whenever he mentioned the ruling, he mentioned
the wisdom behind it. This is because
mentioning the wisdom connected to the ruling
contains two great benefits.

The first benefit is his clarification of the
legislation’s loftiness and that it is a legislation

57
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founded upon benefit. There is nothing which
Allaah and His Messenger (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) ordered except that there is a benefit in
it; likewise, Allaah and His Messenger (sallallahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) have not forbidden anything
unless the benefit is nonexistent.

The second benefit is the increase in the
contentment of one’s soul, since one is human
and perhaps has emaan and submission to what
Allaah and His Messenger legislated; however,
when the wisdom is mentioned one increases in
emaan and certainty, and becomes zealous in
performing what was ordered or abandoning
what was prohibited.

Afterward the author cites the hadith of Anas
bin Malik (radhiallahu ‘anhu) regarding the story
of the Bedouin who came with his young camel.
The Prophet’s she-camel (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) was named “al-‘Adhaba™™—not *“al-
Qaswaa’ on which he performed Hajj—and
from the guidance of the Messenger (‘alayhi
salaatu wa salaam) was that he named his
riding beasts, weapons, and the likes.

The companions (radhiallahu ‘anhum) believed
that “al-Adhaba’™ could not be outrun or come
close to being outrun. So when the Bedouin
came with his young camel and outpaced “Al-
‘Adhaba, it was disappointing for the
companions (radhiallahu ‘anhum). The Prophet
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(sallaUahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), when he realized
what was in their hearts, said,

u-t jod N

“It is the truth binding upon Allaah that
nothing in the Dunya will be elevated
except that it will be lowered."

Everything elevated in the Dunya will
inevitability be lowered. If self-exaltation and
arrogance accompanies this elevation then the
lowering will be swifter, as a punishment. If not,
it is inevitable it will return to its former, lowered
state (in any case). Allaah the Blessed and
Sublime says,

“Verily the likeness of (this) worldly life
is as the water (rain) which We send
down from the sky, so by it arises the
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intermingled produce of the earth of
which men and cattle eat,” 3

meaning every type (of vegetation).

"... Until when the earth is clad with its
adornments and is beautified, and its
people think that they have all the
powers of disposal over it, Our Command
reaches it by night or by day and We
make it like a clean-mown harvest, as if
it had not flourished yesterday!” 40

All of it will disappear; all of this beauty and all
of this vegetation which mingled with every type.
All of it will cease as though it never existed.
Likewise, the Dunya in totality will vanish as
though it never existed. Even the human being
himself begins small and weak, then grows
strong. When his strength wains he returns
being weak and decrepit. Then he returns to
nothingness. Hence, there is not a single thing

PYunus (10:24)
DYunus (10:24)
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that is elevated on the plane of the Dunya except
that Allaah the Mighty and Majestic will lower it.

Within the Prophet’s statement (‘alayhi salaatu
wa salaam) “in the Dunya” proves that Allaah
will not lower elevated affairs relating to the
Hereafter. His statement, the Sublime, says,

“Allaah will exalt in degree those of you
who believe, and those who have been
granted knowledge.” 41

Allaah the Mighty and Majestic will not lower
these individuals as long as they have the
quality of knowledge and emaan—indeed it is
not conceivable that Allaah will lower them.
Rather, He will exalt them in mention and
elevate their degree in the Hereafter, and Allaah
is the One who grants success.

41 Al-Mujadilah (58:11)





