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 Preface

All praise is due to Allah, we praise Him and seek His aid and forgiveness.
I testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah and that
Muhammad (Jz.4{l-) is His slave and final Messenger sent to mankind.

This is a translation of Shaykh Rabi’ Bin Hadi Al-Madkhali’s book on the
~ explanation of Lugman’s advice to his son. This is an imbortant book
highlighting those verses which will help every parent as a reminder when
bringing up their children. I have added extra benefits from other scholars
of Tafsir, referenced all the narrations. The Shaykh gave me permission to
print the book, in the month of Jumadal Akhir 1431, after visiting him and
presenting it to him. May Allah reward the Shaykh for his efforts in
spreading the din of Islam upon clarity and also defending it from those
who try to change the correct understandlng of Islam.

A May Allah reward our brother Abu Ishagq Muhammad Nadlm for
painstakingly going through and checking this translation.

May Alldh make this small effort for His sake. Indeed actions are in
accordance with one’s intention and every person w111 have what’ he
intends.

Translated by:

Dr. Abdulilah Rabah Lahmami
Madinah, Saudi Arabia
5Rabi’ Al-Awwal 1439

23 November 2017
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Biography of Al-Hafidh Ibn Kathir (D. AH774)

‘Imad al-Din Ibn Kathir ({iiz5) lived in Basrah then Damascus, where he
learned from the scholars of his time such as Shaykh al-Islam Ibn
Taymiyyah (#i35). He was a scholar of the Shafi'i school of jurisprudence.
He was born in the year AH700. He was well versed with a good memory
and good understanding. He died in AH774. His tafsir is among the most
beneficial books of the Tafsir bil Ma’thir (by way of narrations) with
additional commentary. He followed Al-Tabari's method in his tafsir in
explaining the Qur'an by the Qur’an, the Qur’an by the Sunnah, the Qur'an
by the statements of the Prophet's Companions and Successors. He was
known to have good knowledge of history and this is shown in a separate,
huge compilation called al-Biddyah wa al-Nihdayah (which details history
from Prophet Adam and wife Eve and other Prophets and Messengers
followed by the historical accounts regarding the life of Prophet
Muhammad (jz.&4f). He would also mention the reason for revelation
of the verses concerned and Arabic definitions. His tafsir was free from
error regarding the explanation of the Names and Attributes of Allah.
Likewise, his tafsir is free from innovations. Imam Ibn Kathir (&)
clarifies the belief of the Prophet's Companions and their Successors in his
tafsir, like his esteemed teacher (Shaykh al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyah), Imam
Ibn Kathir (&iiz5) advocates a return to the beginnings, a return to the
original state of affairs in understanding Islam.
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Biography of Imam ‘Abdur-Rahman Al-Sa’di (D. AH 774)

Imam ‘Abdur-Rahman Ibn Nasir Al-Sa’di (ixz5) has completed the Tafsir
of the whole Qur’an called Taysir al-Karim al-Rahman fi Tafsir kalam al-
Mannan. It is a summary of mainstream tafsir compilations. He was one
of the scholars of Qasim (central Saudi Arabia) and lived and taught in
‘Unaizah. He was eloquent and had skills in different areas of the Islamic
field. He was born in the year AH1307 and grew up an orphan as his parents
died when he was young. He memorised the whole Qur’an by the age of
fourteen. He continued learning Islamic Monotheism (Tawhid), tafsir,
hadith, Islamic jurisprudence and the Arabic language at an early age. He
died in the year AH1376. '

He would primarily refer to the books of Shaykh al-Isiam Ibn Taymiyyah
(@%z5) and Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (£i%5). Clearly, he asserted the
mainstream Sunni belief in the Names and Attributes of Allah. He took
twenty-two years to complete the tafsir of the Qur'an and his intention was
to make the explanation of the Qur'an easily understood with clear
explanations in a summarised way.

Imam ‘Abdur-Rahméan Ibn Nasir Al-Sa’di (&%z5) refuted the Ash’arite,
Jahmite and Sufi creeds in his Tafsir. It included benefits from Imam Ibn
‘al-Qayyim's tafsir found in his books. Imam Al-Sa’di (&%z5), in matters
concerning Allah's Names and Attributes, would follow the way: of the
Prophet's Companions and their Successors in asserting .the apparent
meaning. For example, regarding the verse:

A e il
“Then He Istawa (rose over) the Throne (in a manner that sults His
Majesty).” [KHAN AND AL-HILALI]

Imam Al-Sa’di (4»\” %) (2002:837) said, "This refers to Allah rising (istawa)
that suits His Majesty for He is above all of His creation." Regarding the
verse:

£

u\.»_,jéi.é—\\" f el

Isirah Al-Hadid: 4
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“Those who have done good, for them is the best reward (paradise)
and something more.”?

Imam Al-Sa’di (i) asserted the apparent meaning of the Attribute of
'Face' when he said, "They will have paradise complete in its beauty and
'something more' refers to seeing His ‘Face’, hearing His Speech,
succeeding in gaining His pleaSui‘e and delighted at being close to Him."

2 Siirah Yainus: 26
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Biography of Ash-Shaykh Al-Allamah Rabi’ Ibn Hadi Al-Madkhali

[ADAPTED FROM THE BIOGRAPHY OF THE SHAYKH FOUND ON RABEE.NET]

HIS NAME AND LINEAGE:

He is the Shaykh, the Allamah, the Muhaddith, Rabi’ ibn Hadi ibn ‘Umayr
al-Madkhali - from the well-known tribe “Al-Madakhilah” in the region of
Jizan in the South of Saudi Arabia.

HIS BIRTH:

He was born in Jiradiyah, a small village 3km west of the city of Samitah,
which has now merged with the city. His birth took place in the end of
1351AH, and his father passed away close to one-and-a-half years after his
birth, so he grew up and developed in the house of his mother (&igz3). So
she overlooked him and she carried out his tarbiyah in the best manner,
and she taught him praiseworthy manners. such as truthfulness and
trustworthiness, she encouraged him with the prayer, enjoining it upon
him, with the supervision of his uncle.

HIS START IN KNOWLEDGE:

When the Shaykh reached 8 years of age, he joined the circles of knowledge
in the village. He learned writing and reading, and from those who taught
him writing was Shaykh Shaiban Al-‘Arishi, and also the Judge, Ahmad
Ibn Muhammad Jabir Al-Madkhali, and also. he learned to write at the
hands of a third person by the name of Muhammad Ibn Husain Makki
from the city of Sibya’. He also read the Qur'an upon Ash-Shaykh
Muhammad Ibn Muhammad Jabir Al-Madkhali, just as he recited upon
him Tawhid, and Tajwid, and he also read at the Salafi School of Samitah
City after that.

SOME OF THOSE UPON WHOM HE READ AND THE BOOKS:

The Shaykh, the ‘Alim, and the Faqih: Nasir Khaltfah Tayyash Mubaraki
(4%z5) - the famous scholar from the senior students of Ash-Shaykh Al-
Qar’awi - and he (Shaykh Rab?’) studied with him the books: Al-Buliigh Al-
Maram and Nuzhatun-Nadhr of Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajr.



6| The Advice of Lugman the Wise to his Son

Then after that he joined The Academy of Knowledge in Samitah, and
there he studied with a number of noble scholars, and from the most well-
known of them was without a doubt, Ash-Shaykh Hafidh Ibn Ahmad Al-
Hakami - the famous scholar (&%z5) - and he likewise studied with his
brother; the virtuous Shaykh, Muhammad Ibn Ahmad Al-Hakami. He also
studied at the hands of the Shaykh, the ‘Allamah, the Muhaddith, Ahmad
Ibn Yahya An-Najmi (44z5), and he also studied ‘Agidah at the school with
the Shaykh, the ‘Allamah, Dr. Muhammad Aman Ibn Ali Al-Jami (5#iz5).

Likewise, he studied Figh with the Shaykh, the Faqih, Muhammad Saghir
Khamisi (studying the book Zad Al-Mustagni’), and other than these there
are many others with whom the Shaykh studied Arabic, ettiquette,
eloquence, and poetry and prose. And, towards the end 1380AH, with
some determination he graduated from the Academy of Knowledge of
Samitah City. And in the beginning of 1381AH, he joined the Faculty of
Shari’ah in Riyadh and stayed there for a month or two - but then opened
the Islamic University of Al-Madinah An-Nabawiyyah, so he moved to
Madinah and joined the Faculty of Shari’ah at the Islamic University, and
he studied there for four years before graduating in the year 1384AH with
the grade: Mumtaz (Excellent).

AND FROM THOSE THE SHAYKH STUDIED-UNDER IN THE
ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY WERE:

e The Eminent Shaykh, Al-‘Allamah; THe Grand Mufti of the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia: ‘Abdul-‘Aziz' Ibn ‘Abdullah Ibn Baz
(&%z5) and from that which he studied with him was Al- ‘Aqtdah
At-Tahawiyyah.

e The Virtuous Shaykh, the ‘Allamah, the Muhaddith, Muhammad
Nasirud-Din Al-Albani (£425) and he studied Hadith and chains
of transmission with him.

e The virtuous Shaykh, the ‘Allamah, ‘Abdul-Muhsin Al-‘Abbad,
and he studied with him Figh for three years in the beginning of
his studies.

o The virtuous Shaykh, the ‘Allamah, the Hafidh, the Mufassir, the
Muhaddith, the Scholar of Usil, the grammarian, the linguist, the
Faqih, the genius, Muhammad Al-Amin Ash-Shangqiti - famous
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for his book Al-Adhwa’ Al-Bayan - and he studied with him
Tafsir, and the Foundations of Figh, for the period of 4 years.

e Shaykh Salih Al-‘Traqi with whom the Shaykh studied ‘Aqidah.

e  The Shaykh, the Muhaddith, ‘Abdul-Ghaffar Hasan Al-Hindi with
whom the Shaykh studied the Sciences of Hadith and
Terminologies (i.e. Mustalah).

And after his graduation he worked as a teacher in the Ma’had of the
Islamic University for a period, then he embarked after that upon Higher
Education and continued his studies before attaining his “Masters
Certificate” in the area of Hadith at the Makkah branch of the King ‘Abdul-
Aziz -University in 1397AH with his famous thesis: “Between the Two
Imams: Muslim and Ad-Daruqutni.” In 1400AH he completed his PhD
Doctorate at the same university, attaining the grade “Mumtaz
(Excellent)”, with his checking of “An-Nukat ‘Ala Kitab Ibn Salah” - the
book of Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajr (:iz5). Thereafter he returned to the University
of Madinah to teach in the Faculty of Noble Hadith, where he taught
Hadith and its various Sciences, and he likewise presided over the (Higher
Education) Department of Sunnah many times. He then attained the rank
of “Professor” - may Allah preserve him upon health and safety and good
actions.

HIS CHARACTERISTICS AND MANNERISMS:

The Shaykh (may Allah preserve him) excels in abundant humility with
his brothers, students, those who travel to visit him, and his visitors.
Likewise, he'is humble as regards his home, his clothes, and his vehicle -
he does not like luxury in any of that. He also is constant in advice, he is
good-natured, and the one who sits with him does not become bored
whilst conversing with him. His sitﬁings are taken up with the reading of
Hadith and Sunnah, and with abundant warning from innovations and
their people, such that the one who sees him and does not know him or
associate with him, imagines that nothing occupies him except this. He
loves the Salafi students of knowledge, and he honours them, and treats
them with goodness, and he tries to fulfil their needs to the best ability of
_ himself and his wealth, and his house is always open to the students of
knowledge such that there is not a day when he eats his breakfast, his
lunch, or his dinner alone - and he looks after his students and cares for
them. He is from the callers who is zealous over the Book and the Sunnah
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and the Creed of the Salaf, and he is filled with protective jealousy and
intense concern over the Sunnah and the Salafi ‘Aqgidah. Few are seen like
him in this time and he is from the defenders in this time of ours of the
Manhaj of the Pious Predecessors - in the night and in the day, in secret
and in public - for Allah’s sake - regardless of that which comes to him
from the blame of the blamers.

HIS AUTHORSHIPS:

There are many of these (and all praise is due to Allah), and the Shaykh
(may Allah preserve him) has hammered on doors - so long as there was a
need for that - in specific refutation of the People of innovation and
desires of this time, wherein those who make mischief are many and the
righteous ones are few. Here are some of his authorships:

e “Bainal-Imamain Muslim Wad-Daruqutni’ — “Between the Two
Imams: Muslim and Ad-Dar Qutni.” And this was one large

~ volume which was the thesis of his Magistrates degree.

¢  “An-Nukat ‘Ala Kitab Ibn Salah” - “Points Upon the Book of Ibn

o Salah.” Published in 2 volumes and it was his PhD thesis.

e “Manhajul-Anbiya’ Fid-Da’'wah IlAllah Fihi Al-Hikmah Wal-
‘Aql” - “The Methodology of the Prophets in Calling to Allah: In it
was Wisdom and Intellect”

e “Manhaj Ahlus-Sunnah Fi Naqd Ar-Rijal Wal- Kutub Wat-
Tawa’if” - “The Methodology of The People of Sunnah in Criticism
of Men, Books, and Groups,”

o “Kashf Mawqif Al-Ghazali Mm As Sunnah Wa-Ahlzha” :
“Exposing Ghazali’s Position Regarding the Sunnah and Its
- People.” , o

o “Makanatu Ahlil- Hadtth” “The Position of the People of Hadith”

e  “Manhaj Al-Imam Muslim Fi Tartibi Sahihihi® - “Al-Imam
Muslim’s Method in Ordering his Sahih.”

o “Adhwa’Islamiyyah ‘Ala ‘Aqidah Sayyid Qutb wa Fikarihi” - “The
Hlumination of Islam Regarding the Creed of Sayyid Qutb and his
Ideas.”

o - “Mata’in Sayyid Qutb. fi As habz Rasulillah SallAllahu Alathz wa
Sallam” - “The Slanders of Sayyid Qutb Upon the Companions.of
the Messenger of Allah (Jasufeifie).”
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o “Al-Hadd Al-Fasil Bainal-Haqq Wal-Batil” ~ “The Distinct
Seperation Between Truth and Falsehood,” which was part of
critical dialogue between him and Bakr Abii Zaid

e “Jamd’ah Wahidah La Jama’'at; Wa Sirat Wahid La ‘Asharat” -
“One Jama’ah - Not Many Jama’ahs; and One Path — Not Tens of
Paths,” which was part of a critical dialogue with ‘Abdur-Rahméan
‘Abdul-Khaliq.

And the Shaykh has many other books other than the ones we have
mentioned here, and our brother Khalid Ibn Dhahwi Adh-Dhafiri has
gathered their names and a brief synopsis of each of them in his book
“Thabt Mu’allafat Ash-Shaykh Rabi’ Ibn Hadi Al-Madkhali”, and you can
fmd th1s on the website of Shaykh Rabfi’.

And we-ask Allah the Most High to preserve him to complete this goodly
mission, and that he gives him success to attain that which Allah loves and
is pleased with, for indeed Allah is the Guardian of that and is
All-Able over it.
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Selected Ayat from Sarah Lugman

08 55 3 SR 3 3 550 o e 8 35
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“And We had certainly given Lugman wisdom [and said], “Be grateful
to Allah.” And whoever is grateful is grateful for [the benefit of] himself.
And whoever denies [His favor] - then indeed, Allah is Free of need and
Pralseworthy :

£ 35000 By 0 3,38 256 Ak 55 4y S 6 35
Il i

“And [mention, O Muhammad], when Lugman said to his son® while he
was instructing him, “O my son, do not associate [anything]with Allah.
Indeed, association [with him] is great injustice.”

el J 5K of \;‘34@,@)&&,&&;@@9@&\
el )

“And We have enjoined upon man [care] for his parents. His mother
carried him, [increasing her] in weakness upon weakness, and his
weaning is in two years. Be grateful to Me and to your parents;* to Me is
the [final] destination.”

(] _’_%\.&\;@b)\:rxud}wd JRx Q\JoJ\:\L\;Q\)
RRTEPEE SUEPR < PPICICHY, (P 0 iuﬁd*iéb\wv

“But if they endeavor to make you associate with Me that of which you

have no knowledge, do not obey them but accompany them in [this]

world with appropriate kindness and follow the way of those who turn

3 Imam Ibn Kathir (&= ‘) stated, “Lugman began with the most adored and beloved
to himself, that being his son. He has the most right to tell him the best of what he
knows.”

4 Al-Qurtubi (iiz5) stated, “Sufyan b. Uyaynah (54z5) said: whoever prays five times
a day has given thanks to Allaah and whoever supplicates for his parents in their
absence then he has thanks to his parents.” ‘
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back to Me [in repentance]. Then to Me will be your return, and I will
inform you about what you used to do.”

,\)‘g; (pe 5\;13\@3\5—;“,’ > 3 GE=is =’Jg;u,az;dm,¢unp;__
Sk ST 0 3 G, o

“And Lugman said, “O my son, indeed if wrong should be the weight of

a mustard seed and should be within a rock or [anywhere] in the

* heavens or in the earth, Allih will bring it forth. Indeed, Allah is Subtle
and Acquainted.” »

be QS B LT G e s K 2 D5 opady s ,M\rﬁ
e

“O my son, establish the prayer, enjoin what is right, forbid what is
wrong, and be patient over what befalls you. Indeed that is from the
strong handhold.”

e KELN DG D3 2V G 225 Y W 852 5228

“And turn not your face away from men with pride and do not walk ‘
through the earth exultantly Indeed, Allah does not like every self-
deluded and boastful person.”

#i\g‘)}'alubp\}bba\u\ 532 b Sadbly ALAZ 3 Al
“And be moderate in your pace and lower your voice; indeed, the most
disagreeable of sounds is the voice of donkeys.”
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The Words of Shaykh Rabi’ b. Hadi Al-Madkhali

I wished that we ponder over these verses that gather issues of belief,
worship, manners and enjoining the good and forbidding the evil. These
verses are from the greatest of verses which must be pondered over and
benefited from in terms of belief, worship and manners because we learn
knowledge for action and to improve our manners with what we know
from the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of the Messenger (dz.&4{=) and
his life.

Allah mentions His favours upon Lugman - the wise®. He is known with
this characteristic. He isn’t mentioned except that it is said ‘the wise’
because Allah bore witness that He has given him wisdom and due to that
he must be thankful to Allah. Then Allah mentioned a principle:

o) 583556 585 025
“And whoever is grateful is grateful for [the benefit of]} himself.”¢ /7

The reason being is the benefit will return to him and Allah is All Rich, The
All-Praised. If the people give thanks to Him then it is for them and if they
disbelieve and become ungrateful then they only harm themselves. Allah
does not benefit from their thanks nor is He harmed by their persistent
rejection and disbelief as is mentioned in the Hadith of Abi Dar where the
Prophet (jz.&4fe) said that Allah said:

AR A 55 0,88 B LA o i) st &

“O my servants, you will not be able to harm Me such that I am harmed
nor will you be able to benefit Me sucH that I benefit from you.”®

5 Imam Ibn Kathir (&%) said, “The pious predecessors differed as to whether
Lugman was a Prophet or a righteous slave without being a Prophet. They differed
upon these two opinions. The majority are upon the second position.” [Tafsir Ibn
Kathir]

6 Srah Lugman: 12

7 Shaykh Al-Sa’di stated, “A person may be knowledgeable but not necessarily wise,
as for wisdom then that requires knowledge, rather even action. This is why wisdom
has been described as being beneficial knowledge along with righteous actions.”

8 Sahih Muslim: 2577
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This principle is mentioned in the Book and the Sunnah.
W PN A AR PR R P P
“Whoever does right, it is for the benefit for himself; and whoever does
evil, the burden thereof will be on it. And your Lord is not in the least
unjust to His servants.™

Allah praised Luqman for having given him wisdom then He mentioned
this great principle. Thereafter, Allih mentioned some of the points of
wisdom that were given to Lugman:

3 5am i3 4l S 58 535 i 38 of £ o w5

;Js}.

-“And We had certainly given Lugman wisdom [and said], “Be grateful
to Allah.” And whoever is grateful is grateful for [the benefit of] himself.
And whoever denies [His favor] - then indeed, Allah is Free of need and
Praiseworthy. And [mention, O Muhammad], when Lugmaén said to his
son while he was instructing him,’® “O my son, do. not associate
[anything] with Alldh. Indeed, association [with him] is great
injustice.”/12

Wisdom is to put something in its place and this is from the wisdom of
Lugman and every caller who is wise. He puts everything in its right
context. All the Prophets are wise scholars who put everything in their
appropriate place. They go forward in their call upon the foundation of
this wisdom. Likewise, they educate and nurture the people upon this
great wisdom.

9 Stirah Fussilat: 46

10 Shaykh Al-Sa’di (&) stated, “This shows commanding and forbidding along
with encouraging and warning.”

1 Siirah Lugman: 12,13

12 shaykh Al-Sa’di (§i25) stated, “do not use the blessings of Allah upon you to be
disobedient to Allah.”
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From the aspects-of wisdom is that you start with the most-important of
affairs just as in the Hadith of Mu’adh ibn Jabal (May Allah be please with
him) which is a clarification from the Messenger (z.%4f>) concerning the
methodology of this call to Allah, the exalted. The Messenger (Jisaksi=)
said, ‘ :

o Y o 6518 o) byt 5 e O3 2ill tes gl L 36 1)
“You will come to the people from the Book (Jews and Christians), so let

the first thing you call them to be to testify that none has the right to
worshipped except Allah...”

— then he (Jz.54{) mentioned Salat (prayer) and Zakat (obligatory
charity).?

Likewise, Lugman called his son to be upon Tawhid (maintaining the
Oneness of Allah) and forbade him from Shirk (to associate partners with
Allah) then after that he ordered him with the prayer and to enjoin good
and forbid the evil. This clearly shows his wisdom. ‘

From wisdom-is to tread the path of the Prophets (may the peace and
blessings of Allah be upon them) in calling the people to Alldh and in
educating them to know the religion of Allih such that you begin with the
most important of all affairs followed by the next most important.

There is no doubt that (correct) belief and Tawhid and purifying the
intellects and societies from Shirk is the most fundamental affair that one
beg‘i'ns‘ with and that it is not allowed to begin with anything else besides
that. Whoever transgresses this methodology and invents methodologies
that oppose this way then they have strayed‘ from the straight path;

fokd T 320 &) 3 8 Y
“Do not associate partners with Allah for indeed Shirk is a great ,
wrong.”

There isn’t anything more dangerous than Shirk with Allah because it is a
sin that will not be forgiven. Allah said:

13 Sahih-Sunan Abu Dawiid: 1584 -
4 Sirah Lugman: 13
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’\«A&v\!:ujé\»ﬂpjﬂa_sﬂg\}nu\)w\ l

“Indeed Allah does not forgive that parntners are associated with Him
but He forgives anything besides that to whomsoever He wills.”®

Allah said:
,.mu&‘dc)m@;;,\;m\w””",u\d,;;uitizéiggfigo;j

“Whoever commits Shirk with Allah, it is as though he falls from the sky
and a bird takes him or he is taken by a wind.™¢

Lugman (%ix25) said,

“Indeed, associating others in worship akmgSIde Allah is a great
injustice.”
Abdullah bin Umar (gz&&5) and his father said that when this Verse was
revealed:

s ) 125 155 5T 5o

“Those who believe and do nottaint their belief with oppression.””

o, gy sk e U’;rj_.)wm\ym\aﬂu\,‘.a\&& i3
ol g ) pes S, o 1:;".1“,«_.1;4»\&5»\ Js2y &5
‘«Jas_ SRV IRIEPES
“It was very hard for the companions of Allah’s Messenger Jasafedfie, SO
they said, “Which of us has'not confused hisbelief with wrong?” Allah’s
Messenger Jas.fed{l- said, “The Verse does not mean this. Don’t you hear

Lugman’s statement to his son: “Indeed, associating otheérs in worshlp
alongside Allah is a great injustice.”®

So he (fzsuifle) clarified to them what was implied by Shirk in this verse.
If it is mentioned generally then it refers to the major Shirk and major

15 Stirah Nisa’: 48

16 Sarah Al-Hajj: 31.

7 Stirah Al-An’am: 82.

18 Sahih Al-Bukhari: 4776
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disbelief such that its bearer deserves severe anger of Allah leading to
eternal punishment. Itisa sin that is not forgiven and this is why Lugman
said to his son, ‘

e (T 20 §)
“Indeed, associating others in worship alongside Allah is a great

injustice.”
Then Allah mentioned that which is included in the advice to Lugman’s
son and Allah in many verses mentions the rights of the parents with His
rights. First, one must fulfil the rights of Allah and then the. rights of
parents as in His saying:
Bas) s 8 6.4 LS ety
“Worship Allah and do not associate partners with Him and be dutiful
to your parents.”*®

And His saying:
By s 26 ) 1208 1 s ey

“Allah has ordained that none has the right to be worshipped except

Him and that you be dutiful to your parents.”2°
Here, He mentioned the advice of Lugman to his son and followed it with
His saying:

Al b e g 41 4 i, syl gy
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“And We have enjoined on man (to be dutiful and good) to his parents.
His mother bore him in weakness and hardship upon weakness and

hardship, and his weaning is in two years give thanks to Me and to your
parents, unto Me is the final destination.”®

Allah advised man to fulfil the rights of their parents and be kind to them.
Then He clarified the reasons for being thankful to them and to know their

1 Sitrah Nisa’: 36
20 Siirah Isra’: 23
2 sarah Lugman: 14
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rights. He clanﬁed the difficulty the mother goes through and advised the
importance of being kind towards her.

ol 3 s by e hy 1 L1

“His mother carried him, [increasing her] in weakness upon weakness,
and his weaning is in two years.”

She, by nature, is weak, and her pregnancy increases that weakness in
terms of vomiting, dizziness and craving for things not present as they say
- pain and hardship followed by the pain of child birth. Allah said,

1Lt ”"\.ajiﬂw

“His mother carried him with hardship and gave birth to him with
hardship.”#

His mother carried him in difficulty, hardship and danger which could
result in her death. Thereafter, she educates and nurtures you and spends
long nights looking after you. Allah changes her blood to milk such that
you can breastfeed. The best thing for rearing a child and making his body
strong is that he drinks from his mother’s milk. Her hardship is preceded
by pregnancy and birth upon hardship, weakness and difficulty. After that
the mother spends time with her child in education and care along with
sleepless nights feeling tiredness and pain. All this followed by cries, so
you must return that good (with good). This is why Allah mentioned being
thankful to Himself with being thankful to one’s parents,

el d1aags J K of

“Be grateful to Me and to your parents; to Me is the [final]
destination.”

If you do not fulfil the rights of Alldh and being thankful to Him and your
parents then Allah will punish you due to not being upright in establishing
His and your parents’ rights or falling short in that. Then Allah said:

el )

“To Me is the [final] destination.”

uy

% Suarah Ahqaf: 15
2 Stirah Lugman: 14.
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This is a warning from Allah that He will call you to account with what you
have put forward in this life. Were you grateful to Allah? Have you
established the obligations that Allah has legislated upon you? From the
most important rights after the rights of Allah and His Messenger
(Fzmsafidfle) is the rights of your parents. The rights of the parents! I swear
by Allah there is accountability ahead of you if you do not treat you parents
well. If you do not establish the rights of Allah and rights of your parents
by being grateful to them for indeed Allah did not create you without cause
and reason. Allah created you to worship Him and establish His
commandments and keep away from His disobedience. From the
obedience to Alldh: His order for you to be righteous to your parents after
fulfilling the rights of Allah. Allah does not fall short in recompensing even
a small grain and not even this will be oppressively taken away.

Allah said, ,
G 3 Wit Loy O el Wi Zle oy G 235G 3 8 38 of e 21385 o

“But if they endeavor to make you associate with Me that of which you
have no knowledge, do not obey them but accompany them in [this]
world with appropriate kindness and follow the way of those who turn
back to Me [in repentance].?* Then to Me will be your return, and I will
inform you about what you used to do.”

If they both order you to disobey Allah whether it is a major sin, the
greatest being Shirk (to associate partners with Allah) or a minor sin then
do not obey them in that. They (both) don’t have any right in ordering you
to be sinful to Allah whether they call you to Shirk or other than it. The
Messenger (3z«f4it-) said,

gz 3 gyl 2 Y

“There is no obedience to creation in the disobedience to Allah.”%

24 shaykh Al-Sa’di (iz5) stated, “the path of those that turn back to Allah such as
the believers in Allah, the angels, His books and Messengers.”

% Siirah Lugman: 15

26 gimilar wording found in Sahih Al-Bukhari: 7257
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If they help you in the obedience to Allah and guide and cultivate you with
acorrect upbringing then they deserve to be obeyed. If, however, they both
deviate and strive with much effort to make you fall into Shirk with Allah
then there is no obedience to them (in that). However, the general
righteousness that you should have towards them does not become void
even if they try and strive against you and harm you to disbelieve in Allah,
it is upon you not to forget their rights. His statement: “But accompany
them in [this] world with appropriate kindness” — means that you have
good conduct towards them, be righteous to them, spend on them even if
they be disbelievers. You obey them in other than the disobedience to
Allah. You serve them and fulfil their needs. All of this is considered to be
kindness to them.

The rights of the parents do not become null and void even if the parents
fall into innovation and Shirk, for you must be a good companion to them
in this life. It is. upon you to follow the path of him who turns to Allah
continuously in repentance.

“And follow the way of those who turn back to Me [in repentance].”

You return to Allah, obey and worship him, thereby following the path of
those that repent continuously to Allah from amongst the Prophets and
their followers who are the scholars who give sincere advice and are
righteous worshippers.

You are upright, establishing the rights of Allah and His servants?, for this
is the path of the Prophets and their followers. The path of those who
stipulate, as part of their repentance, that they will establish the rights of
Allah and His creation by enjoining good, forbidding evil, calling to Allah
and performing other acts of obedience. They fulfill acts of obedience in

77 The Messenger (zsuifle) said:
G B35 ¢, 2 B35 NS5 F ) e e 62
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“The rights of a Muslim on the Muslims are five: to respond to the salam, visiting

the sick, to follow the funeral processions, to accept an invitation, and to reply to
those whorsneeze.” [See Sharh Sahih Muslim: 5616)
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Tawhid (to maintain Allah’s onéness), in worship, in manners and in
everything the legislation has comewith ordering good and forbidden evil.
From the evil mattersis Skirk (to associate partners with Allah).

This is the one who is considered to be ‘Munib’ always returning to Allah
continuously. If he sins, he turns to Allah with a sincere reperitance? and
he follows the best of calls and that is what the Messengers have come with
constituting Tawhid and battling against Shtrk Also, to submit to Allah in
all that He orders and forbids.

U \.‘_\ 3 ;gat.; ;;.— l .
“Then to Me will be your return, and I will inform you about what you
“used to do.”»/%0

All the people will return to Allih and He will call them to remember what
they used to do and mention that to them. The child will be asked whether
they upheld the rights of their parents? Were the parents upright upon the
religion of truth? Allah will call them to account for what they used to
order you with - Shirk. -

So the return will be to Allah and the servants will be told about their affair.
All of creation will return to Allah and they will be questioned, all of the
children of Adam, rather He will question all the Jinn and mankind,

% Allah said:
o 15,48 200 065 B olias 2 B0 332 Bl 0 Sz 1 5585 6 o)

“Except those who repent and believe correctly, and do righteous deeds, for those,
Allah will change their sins into good deeds.” [Strah Al-Furqgan: 70]
“Repentance wipes away the sins that have transpired and Islam also wipes away
the sins that occurred before a person accepts Islam so long as the conditions of
repentance are met. They are four:

+  Tostop the sin that was being committed

e = Tointend not to return to the sin

o - Regret what had occurred

e Returnthe rights of the people that he has taken.”
2 Surah Lugman: 15

30 ghaykh Al-Sa’di (&fiz5) stated “Nothing from their actions is hidden from Allah.”
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“Then surely, We will question those (people) to whom it (the Book) was
sent to and verily, We shall question the Messengers. Then surely. We

shall narrate unto them (their whole story) with knowledge and indeed
We have not been absent.”*

Allah will put out the scales and the actions of the servants will be weighed
if good then a good reward and if bad then an evil punishment. Even
actions the weight of a mustard seed will be brought forward for this
precise accountability which Allah is fully aware of from those righteous
and evil actions that amount to the size of a grain of good and bad.

5 ]ﬂ:?{&g E, éff\gu ”}@‘2:&
“Then to Me will be your return, and I will inform you about what you
used to do.”*?

He will inform you all that you did from actions and belief. Correct belief
will be put on the scales of good deeds and .the corrupt belief on scales of
bad deeds, righteous actions on the scales of good deeds and evil actions
on the scale of bad deeds.

Alléh will give everyone their book of records. The believer in his right
hand, whist the disbeliever in his left hand as is mentioned in Stirah Al-
Hagah (the Reality).
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“Then as for him who will be given his Record in his right hand will say:

“Take, read my Record! Surely, I did believe that I shall meet my
Account!” So he shall be in a life, well-pleasing. The fruits in bunches

3 Sirah Al-A'raf: 6-7
% Sdrah Lugman: 15
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whereof will be low and near at hand. Eat and drink at ease for that
which you have sent on before you in days past! But as for him who will
be given his Record in his left hand, will say: “I wish that I had not been
given my Record! And that I had never known, how my Accoufit is! I
wish, would that it had been my end (death)! My wealth has not availed
me. My power and arguments (to defend myself) have gone from me!”
(It will be said): “Seize him and fetter him, Then throw him in the
blazing Fire. Then fasten him with a chain the length of which is
seventy cubits!”®

After this, Allah completed the advice that Lugman gave to his son by
saying, :

g u\,um\w\ £ B g3 50 Al QU BB 0) & 5
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“O my son, indeed if wrong should be the weight of a mustard seed and
should be within a rock or [anywhere] in the heavens or in the earth,
Allah will bring it forth. Indeed, Allah is Subtle and Acquainted.”*

He called him to Tawhid and showed him the knowledge of Allah, His
greatness and His ability. His knowledge encompasses everything
between the heavens and the Earth. Not even a grain of a deed is hidden
from Him whether in the heavens or earth, not even smaller or bigger than
that, all of it in a manifest book. This is what Lugman benefited from the
Prophesies and he was in the same time period as Dawad after the Message
of Nuh, Hud, 8alih, Ibrahim and Musa (82l¢%) right up until Dawiad.
These affairs were known to them. The command'of worshipping Allah
alone and attributing to Allah the complete attributes and from it His
ability over atl thmgs on earth or in the heavens big or small.

u)@usddﬁu\&fai\)\b \\;:\

3 Siirah Al-Hagah: 19-32.

34 Shaykh Al-Sa’di (£i#4z5) stated, “Allaah will bring it out due to the vastness of His
Knowledge and completeness of His Awareness and Ability.”

3 Siirah Lugman: 16.
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“Verily, His Command, when He intends a thing, is only that He says
to it, “Be!” and it is!” %

Allah’s knowledge encompasses everything and the servants do not know
anything from His knowledge except that which He wills. Every grain,
drop, leaf and everything in creation is not hidden from Him.
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“Andwith H1m are the keys of the Ghaib (all that is hidden), none knows
them but He. And He knows whatever there on land and in the sea; not

aleaf falls, but He knows it. There is not a grain in the darkness of the
earth nor anything fresh or dry, but is written in a Clear Record.”¥

A\

Allah knew it and recorded it in the preserved tablets and recorded the
actions 1n the scrolls that the angels write concerning the servants good
and bad deeds.

Allah recorded this not because He forgets (Allah is high above that),
rather Allah knows it before it was written and after it is written. Every
second from time, nothing is hidden from Him in the heavens and earth.
These mountains, deserts, vasjc regions, oceans with their waves and drops
of water and what they contain of different animals and creation, Allah
knows its entirety and its parts small and big. Allah’s knowledge
encompasses all of it. ’ ‘
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“O my son, indeed if wrong should be the weight of a mustard seed
and was within a rock.”#

Even if that rock is ;hick and hard, no one is able to know what is iqside it
but Allah knows what it contains and He will bring it forth and call to

36 Stirah Ya-sin: 82
¥ Sturah Al-An’am: 59
3 Surah Lugman: 16
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account its bearer whether that action is good or bad, it will not be lost with
Allah.
wgmwuﬂwum@u\, 555 Juk BV &
“Surely! Allah wrongs not even of the weight of an atom (or a small ant),
but if there is any good (done), He doubles it, and gives from Him a great
reward.”®

953 a1 JEE 86 o) G 8
“O my son, indeed if wrong should be the weight of a mustard seed...”

The most minute of things which (according to us) may not weigh
anything but Allah knows its true weight and amount and where it
transpired, whether in the heavens above, in the depth of the seas below
or inside a rock. Some (of the scholars) said that it (the Verse) refers to the
rocks below the earth but what is apparent is that it is general referring to
any rock. This, to this level in clarifying the vast knowledge of Allah and
His ability and that nothing is difficult for Him nor a grain is hidden from
Him.

This is a great belief and every Muslim must remember it at all times of his
life. He remembers that Allah is watching him and is he knows that Allah
is aware of him and will bring him to account. That Allah knows of his
actions and has ability and power over him. His ability is over all things.
This is a great belief and a Muslim must recall this always in his life. This
is why Lugman advised his son to leave off Shirk and the meaning of this
is that He is commanding him to be upon Tawhid. Lugman showed his
son the danger of Shirk:

rz;(.qu,mo\

“Indeed, association [with him] is great injustice.”

Then Lugman showed his son the greatness of Allah so that the foolish
ones don’t take partners with Allah. These are some of the complete
attributes of Allah (that follow). Otherwise, it is known that Allah has
(other) beautiful names and none encompasses them except Him.

% Surah Nisa’: 40
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“I am not able to gather all the praise You are deserving of just as You
have praised Yourself.”°

And the Messenger (; Zs345i=), in calling upon his Lord, has mentioned
that Allah has other names that He can notlfy whomsoever He wills from
His slaves and He can conceal them.

° ﬁ ﬁ 4 ?
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“I ask you with all the names that You have called yourself with, or
taught amongst your creation, or have revealed in your Book, or
concealed in the knowledge of the unseen with You.”%

These two attributes are from the attributes of Allah, having the ability
over all things and knowledge that encompasses everything. It is upon the
Muslim not to be heedless of these two attributes. Likewise, the Muslim
recalls the rest of Allah’s complete names and attributes, since the more
he reflects upon these complete names and lofty attributes the more
fearful, shy, honourable, exalting, humble and yearning he is. The more
he reflects upon Allah’s complete names and lofty attributes, the more
these attributes are reflected upon himself. This stems from the
enlightenment of Allah, Whoever Allah blesses, He gives h1m agood mind
and good, praiseworthy reflections.

\535333‘«3@%563‘;‘4;3&41% "‘wcb\b

“Obey not him whose heart We have made heedless of Our
Remembrance, one who follows his own lusts and whose affair (deeds)
has been lost.”#

We seek refuge with Allah from heedlessness and forgetfulness that leads
(one) away from the remembrance of Allah. The remembrance of Allah is
not just by the tongue. Indeed, Heedlessness is being absent (in one’s
heart) from reflecting upon the greatness of Allih, His Highness, His

40 Sahih Sunan Abi Dawiid: 879 (Also in Sahih Muslim)
4 Silsilah Ahadith As-Sahihah; 199
42 Siirah Al-Kahf: 28
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ability, His Knowledge, His Watching Over you, His Justice, His
Benevolence and Kindness.

After this great warning and firm exhortation from Lugman to his son that
Allah’s knowledge encompasses everything which means, be warned from
disobeying Allah, the Most High, for indeed Allah bears witness, watches
over and is All-Able over all things. He will gather and remind you all that
you did. If He wills that He will not forgive you then you are doomed and
if your deeds are upon Shirk then indeed your doom is actually real
without any doubt.

Then Allah said that Lugman said:
E A ‘._.\ &
“O my son, Establish the prayer.”#
Allah did not say pray but rather He said:
e gt
“Establish the prayer.”

Look carefully at the meaning of ‘establish’, its meaning is that you
perform the prayers in the best of forms that which Allah legislated in
terms of (perfecting) the ablution (as prayer will not be accepted except
that it is performed correctly). It is a must to purify yourself from the
major* and minor impurities.** The Messenger (Jz.&4f-) said,

e B - 482K
“Allah will not accept the prayer of any one of you without purity.”

It is a must to purify oneself and be in the state of cleanliness free from the
major and minor impurity. It is a must to cover your private parts and to
face the direction of the Qibla (Ka’ba). Also, there are pillars which one

43 Shaykh Al-Sa’di (§fiz5) stated, “The prayer is the greatest of the actions of one’s
limbs this is why He began with it.”

“4 Impurity after relations with one’s spouse. This is called Janaba.

45 Impurity after one urinates, excretes or breaks wind.

46 Sahih Muslim: 224
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must fulfil from the Takbir (saying the Alldhu Akbar in the beginning of
the prayet):to the Taslim (saying Assalamu ‘alaikum wa rahmatullah to
the right-and left to signify the end of the prayer). You open-your prayer
with the Takbir exalting and glorifying Him# then you read the opening
chapter of the Qur’an - Siirah Al-Fatihah - and this is obligatory-since the
Messenger (Jaufedifi=) said:

s 520, B 50 86 Y

“There is no prayer for the one who does not recite the opening ¢hapter
of the Book (Surah Al-Fatihah).”# ' '

Then youbow until:you are calm in this position and if you-are not calm
then your prayer is not correct. It is a must to be calm in the prayer. Then
you raise your head and stand upright until you are calm in that position
so that each and every bone goes back to the original standing position. Do
not be hasty for one must be calm. Then you prostrate after being calm and
begin the first prostration and you are likewise calm in this position. Then
you raise your head in the sitting position calmly remembering Alldh
between the two prostrations. Then prostrate again until you are calm in
this position. Do this for all your prayer just as the Prophet. (Ja.k5f-)
taught the one who prayed badly.
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On the authority of Abu Hurayrah that Allah's Messenger (fz:fd{le)
entered the mosque and a person followed him. The man prayed and

“The Prophet Jz. &4l would open his prayer with it.
48 Sahih Al-Bukhari: 756
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went to the Prophet and greeted him. The Prophet (iz.&4f>) returned -
the greeting and said to him, “Go back and pray, for you have not
prayed.” The man went back prayed in the same way as before, returned
and greeted the Prophet who said, “Go back and pray, for you have not
prayed.” This happened thrice. The man said, “By Him Who sent you
with the Truth, I cannot offer the prayer in a better way than this.
Please, teach me how to pray.” The Prophet ({.84i{l=) said, “When you
stand for Prayer say Takbir and then recite from the Holy Qur’an (of
what you know by heart) and then bow till you feel at ease. Then raise
your head and stand up straight, then prostrate till you feel at ease
during your prostration, then sit with calmness till you feel at ease (do
not hurry) and do the same in all your prayers.”®

His saying,
ST 5 83 25 B
“Read what you are able from the Qur'an.”
This is clarified in the saying of the Messenger (.4 ),
“There is no prayer for the one who does not recite the Opening of the
Book (Stirah Fatihah).”s®

Some Madhahib (schools of thought) like the Hanafi Madhab hold onto
the statement of the Messenger (i),

ST g 8 55 Gy
“Read what you are able from the Qur’an.”
They say that the person can recite any Verse in the prayer even if it is,
RATSW
“Dark Green.”

— then that is sufficient!

4 Sahih Al-Bukhari: 757
50 Sahih Al-Bukhari: 756
51 Surah Ar-Rahman: 64 (This one word is the whole verse).
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This is wrong for the Messenger (Az.f4il-) clarified what he meant. From
his saying above “Read what you are able from the Qur’an,” when he said,

“Whoever does not recite Al-Fatihah in his prayer, his prayer is
invalid.”?
Also he (ki) said,
P - 0362k G Bl L G b IS fo e
“Whoever prays a prayer that does not contain the mother of the Qur'an

(Strah Al-Fatihah) then it is cut off from beneﬁt (three times), not
complete.”s3/5¢

Khidaj means that it is dead just like the fetus of a camel that comes out
prematurely with no benefit in it. Then you continue prayer humbly to
Allah with the feeling of exalting Him, The Most High, the Exalted.

ef 4o
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“The believers are successful, those who are humble in their prayer.”ss

What is apparent is (the importance of) having humility in the prayer for
it is the spirit of the prayer. A prayer that doesn’t have humility, nor any
feeling of exalting the greatness of Allah, nor any contemplation with
regard what the praying person is saying then it is very deficient. It is
enough that the description (of the believers) in this Verse is not true for
him,

Oaazls

“Those who are humble in their prayer.”

52Sahih Al-Bukhari: 756

52 Imam Tirmidhi said, “Most of the people of knowledge from the Companions of
the Messenger ({sx&4f=) and the successors and those after them considered it
obligatory to recite behind the Imam and Imam Malik ibn Anas holds this opinion
as well as Imam Abdullah ibn Mubarak, Imam Ash-Shafi’i, Imam Ahmed ibn
Hanbal and Imam Ishaq ibn Rahawaih.” [see Tirmidhi under Hadith No. 312} '
54 Sahih Muslim (38/395 - 876) reported by Abu Hurayrah.

% Stirah Al-Mu’mintin: 1-2
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He is cut off from this great praise and honour. So strive to be humble in
your prayer such that you forget the dunya (world). You should forget
wealth, family and everything and there is nothing in your mind except
that you remember the greatness of Allah (while in prayer), the most High,
the Exalted. Ponder over those verses which will only raise your faith,
Then after that, you read the Tashahhud and then the Taslim.

rA:...U\ Jug\ L;:a Jﬁ-
“Its sacredness is after saying the Takbir (Allahu Akbar) and one
comes out of it with the Taslim (salutation).”

You cannot come out of this prayer except with the salutation: Assalamu
Calaikum wa rahmatullah (May the protection and mercy of Allah be upon
you) (to the right) and Assalamu ‘alaikum wa rahmatullah wa barakatuhu
(to the left).

You are sending salutations to yourself (for protection), to the angels, and
to every righteous servant in the heavens and earth. This salutation
reaches every servant of Allah. Assalamu ‘alaikum wa rahmatullah
reaches every angel and believing Jinn and people. Just as one supplicates
for himself then he also supplicates for his brothers and angels. This
supplication is for them and the angels, likewise, they supphcate for us-so
we should suffice them also. .

So you prepare yourself to know that this supplication is for every
righteous servant hence gaining a great reward for indeed actions are in
accordance with one’s intention. It maybe that a person sends the
salutation and he is forgetful, not knowing who is the salutation for and he
thinks the salutation is just mere speech! So you must intend this great
meaning which the Messenger (Ji.%4{~) taught us.

This is the meaning of ‘establishing the prayer’ and you pray as the
Messenger (iz.#4fle) prayed. Don’t pray as you want and not upon any
madhab you want (in opposition to the Sunnah) but rather just as the
Messenger (Jusaedfle) used to pray. Ask, study and know how the
Messenger (dz.%4{=) used to pray and try to pray as though he (the
Messenger (uaed{le) is in front of you. You pray just as he prayed,
standing, reading, bowing, prostrating until the end just as he (i)
used to pray. The Companions preserved the prayer for us with every
detail. They carried and passed on every movement in his (Ja.fs{l=)
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prayer. We should come to know how he (dz.%&4{=) prayed for he is the
best of those who established and stood (steadfast) for the prayer.
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“Indeed in the Messenger of Alldh you have a good example to follow

for him who hopes in (the Meeting with) Alldh and the Last Day and
remembers Allah much.”%®

And Allah said:
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“Enjoin what is right, forbid what is wrong,” and be patient over what
befalls you. Indeed. tha_t is fr_om the strong 1_1amdhold.”>58

Meaning that, these are amongst the obligatory affairs which Allah has
made incumbent upon His slaves. One must enjoin the good and forbid
the evil, establish the prayer as well as exercise patience. Patience is a must
over those afflictions that befall you®. The believer is patient and seeks
reward from Allah®°, He enjoins good and calls to Tawhid (the worship of
Allah alone) and forbids Shirk (from associating partners with Allah). He
directs (himself and others) to perform the prayer and pay the obligatory

% Stirah Al-Ahzab: 21.
57 Shaykh Al-Sa’di (5ii25) stated, “This necessitates that you have knowledge of both
the righteous and evil actions such that you can command and forbid correctly with
gentleness and patience.”
58 Stirah Lugman: 17
5 Abu Hurayrah (:24is) reported that the Prophet (Jzs.fe4fie) said,
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“No fatigue, nor disease, sorrow, sadness, hurt, nor distress befalls a Muslim, even
a prick from a thorn, except that Allah expiates some of his sins for that.” [Sahih Al-
Bukhari: 5641]
0 Imam Awza'i (§iiz5) said, “Be patient upon the Sunnah and stop where the people
(Companions) stopped and say with what they said and keep silent with what they
kept silent over. Take the path of the Pious Predecessors for what is sufficient for
them is sufficient for you.” [Al-Ajuri in Shari’ah page 58]
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charity (Zakat). He commands (himself and others) to be righteous to
parents and with the remembrance of Allah. He calls to fulfilling the acts
of obedience and even recommended acts for they are from the righteous
matters. You encourage the people to perform the preferable acts by
calling them to it and you clarify to them the bad consequences in being
neglectful of them.

Likewise, you prohibit the evil such as Shirk, evil acts, the different types
of sinful acts whether major or minor. The first type of evil act is Shirk,
followed by innovations and then major and minor sins for evil acts are
opposite to righteous matters.

Righteous matters are those that are known to be so in the Islamic
legislation. Evil matters are those that the legislation has refuted,
dispraised, and prohibited. Therefore, you call to all good and begin with
Tawhid to the last good deed (such as) to remove a harmful object from a
path just as the Messenger (Jzsdfe) said-
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“Faith has over seventy branches or over sixty branches, the most
excellent of which is the declaration that there is no god but Allah, and

the humblest of which is the, removal of what is injurious from the path:
and modesty is the branch of faith.”s!

-So you call to righteousness starting with La ilaha ila Allah (none has the
right to be worshipped except Allah), then the prayer, Zakat, fasting of
Ramadan, the Hajj pilgrimage, dutiful to one’s parents, good manners and
to the lowest act of faith being removing a harmful object from a path. All
of these good deeds are from righteousness which the Muslims must fulfil.

Evil deeds begin with Shirk, then innovation®?, major sins, minor sins and
deviated manners. These deeds are all rejected by the Islamic legislation

¢t Sahih Muslim: 35
62 Imam Tartishi (&) in his book ‘Al-Hawadith wal Bid’al’ p.40 said, “The root
of this word (Bid’ah) comes from invention and it is something that occurs without
a previous foundation nor an example similar to it can be brought nor anything
established like it.”
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and sane intellect. The sane intellect is the intellect which is in accordance
to the Islamic legislation. All of the above actions are considered evil along
with evil customs, following the enemies (of Allah), complying to them
and imitating them.

Look we have many youth who uncover their head! Where did this custom
come from? From the disbelievers? So we must oppose them and not
imitate them.

(‘4"‘ 3¢5 3]
“Whoever imitates a people he is from them.”s?

Uncovering the heads was known to the Muslims to be considered having
no nobility, the one walking in the market with an uncovered head was a
sign of not having nobility and his witness was not accepted so be free from
imitating the disbelievers and from their bad customs. Then Allah said:

o B35 2 Y
“And turn not your face away from men with pride.”

“To turn your face” (from the Verse) means to turn away which means
don’t be arrogant towards other people such that when someone speaks to
you, you turn your cheeks (face) away from them. This is from arrogance.
When someone talks to you and you turn away haughtily without a smile
nor recognition but rather towering above them proudly. This forbiddance
of being proud and similar to it is to turn your neck away. This is actually
a sickness that affects camels, it is known when they (abnormally) sway
their necks to the side.

Jawhari (&i4z5) said, “Bid’ah is that which has been brought in the religion after the
religion’s completeness.” [Kitab Al-Lughah p. 33]

Imam Ash-Shatbi (&fiz5) says, “Bid’ah is a word that expresses a path in the religion
that is invented which resembles the legislation, and what is intended by it is being
excessive in worshipping Allah.” [37/1 - Al-Ttisam]

Worship has to have a basis for it to be accepted. Ibnul-Qayyim (&iz5) said, “The
foundation of all worship is not valid until a proof comes allowing it” [I'lam Al-
~ Muwagi’een 1/344]

3 Sahih Sunan Abi Abu Dawiid: 4031
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You are advised to be humble.. Humbling yourself to the Lord of the
creation and to the believing servants of Allah. You should interact with
the people with good manners while pride is considered extremely
dispraised and pushes people towards disbelief in Allah.

The person becomes arrogant so he doesn’t listen to the Prophets nor takes
heed from the verses of Allah.
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“And when Our verses (of the Qur'an) are recited to such a one, he turns
away in pride, as if he heard them not, as if there were deafness in his
ear. So announce to him a painful torment.”%*

Arrogance is one of the greatest reasons for having disbelief in Allah and
to reject what the Messengers (32l.&) came with.

BN BLE5 3 Sas SSl
“Arrogance is to conceal the truth and deny the people’s right.”®

Meaning it is the same to that person, whether one returns to truth which
contains Tawhid or any rlght from the rights which come to you. You don’t
humble yourself to accept it and you reject it and you belittle those that
come to you with it. You deny that which he comes with and reject the
truth he has. v

Arrogance is not allowed: from any angle, an ugly characteristic that Allah
abhors. Allah said:
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“pride is my cloak and majesty is.my lower garment, and I shall throw
him who competes with me regarding one of them into Hell.”¢

In another marration:

dead 315 3 556 55 315, 25,50

64 Stirah Lugman: 7
65 Sahih Muslim: 91
66 Sahih Sunan Abi Dawiid: 4090
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“Pride is my cloak so whoever competes with Me regarding it, I break
him.”¢”

Meaning Allah will destroy him. So don’t be arrogant.

“He will not enter paradlse whoever has in his heart an atoms welght
of arrogance.”s®

Wage war against yourself from falling into arrogance - an evil
characteristic leading one to disbelief, belittlement of people and rejecting
the truth. This is why this wise one (Lugman) advised his.son to not turn
his face away from men full of pride - so that he doesn’t become arrogant
towards people. A person speaks to you while you are haughty turning
away from him?! Humble yourself! You are a poor person, weak, created
from earth, created from a sperm that is of little value, you excrete and go
to the toilet many times every day, how can you be arrogant?!

How can you be arrogant towards the people while you are in this state.
Who do you think you are?! Then, if a thorn pierces you, you cry because
of it, how can you be arrogant towards people?

It is obligatory upon the person to be self-critical if his soul becomes
arrogant, haughty and he should remind it of how worthless and lowly it
is and that from the most degraded of people are the arrogant ones. By
Allah, I myself do not look down upon anyone except the arrogant one and
liars. By Allah, I may see the weakest of people and say he is better than
‘me. And I see the arrogant proud one and he may be whatever level (he has
reached), by Allah, he is the most insignificant of people and most
despicable of people to me. There isn’t anyone lowlier than an arrogant
person and no one becomes arrogant except from a despicable trait and
degraded character and soul.
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” Sahihah: 541 and Al-Hakim: 1/61 - Sahih upon the condition of Muslim and Imam
Dhahabi (£iixz5) agreed and Shaykh Al-Albani (5%zs5) agreed.
6 Sahih Muslim: 91
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“And do not walk through the earth exultantly. Indeed, Allah dislikes
all the self-deluded and boastful people.”

Do not become haughty and arrogant with self- admiration. This is from
the affects of pride. Walking with pride and not accepting the truth with
" haughtiness!

LA JE BELT DG
“Verily, Allah likes not the arrogant and boastful people.”

He boasts to the people concerning his lineage, status, wealth, authority
and knowledge. With anything he boasts to the people and becomes
arrogant towards them. Allah hates this trait. A disliked and lowly trait.
Allah hates its people and looks down on them and He despises them.
Allah will punish them a most severe punishment due to this evil trait. If
Allah doesn’t love you, what does it mean? It means you are an enemy to
Allah and you are arrogant and haughty proudly towering over other
people with anything you boast about. '
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“And do not walk upon the earth exultantly. Indeed, you will never tear
the earth [apart], and you will never reach the mountains in height.”®

And do not walk upon the earth exultantly. Indeed, you will never tear the
earth [apart], and you will never reach the mountains in height.

Who do you think you are?! Even if you have reached the mountains in
height, ‘it is not allowed for you to be arrogant. Even if you were to ‘
penetrate the seven earths, it is not allowed for to be arrogant because you
yourself are created and in need. From the rights of Allah upon you is to
humble yourself. Allah obligated you with humility and forbade you from
arrogance because Islam wages a sever war against lowly mannetrs. Every
lowly, despicable etiquette is waged war against by Islam such as evil
lewdness, lying deception, cheating and arrogance. It is a must that we
leave these traits and educate the people upon their opposites from good
manners which Allah loves and is pleased with. Good manners are from
the heaviest on the scales on the Day of Judgement. The most complete of

% Siirah Al-Isrd’: 37
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Muslims in faith are those who have the best of manners. The Messenger
(Jesakfle) was sent to complete good manners. Good manners are found
with the Prophets (3).¢). From it is shyness. What is reported from them
is the saying of the Messenger (.l ):
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“From the affairs that the people have obtained from the first
Prophecy is if you have no shame do as you wish.””®

Médesty and shyness are great etiquettes O brothers, shyness is a great
mannerism and a branch from the branches of faith. The shy person is
withheld by his shyness from falling into disobedience to Allah. His
shyness withholds him from lowly manners. Shyness is a noble trait and
great. A person must conduct himself with it since it is an important
reason to prevent him from falling into sins or into a despicable manner.
This is why the Prophet said:
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“From the affairs that the people have obtained from the first
Prophecy is if you have no shame do as you wish.””!

From the affairs that the people have obtained from the first Prophecy is if
you have no shame do as you wish.

The one who falls into Shirk does not have shame from Alldh, the
innovator does not have shame from Alldh nor does he respect this

legislation which the Messenger (Jus.ki{l-) legislated. The sinner has
lowly manners no shame from Allah.

One must have shyness O brothers and one must keep away from lowly
manners. Learn these matters and implement them in your life and I will
mention the Hadith of a group with Abdul-Qays who came and stayed near
Bagee’. They put their goods there and went straight to the Messenger
(Jzsafedfle) and Ashaj went late and wore his best clothes and came to the

70 Sahih Al-Bukhari: 3483 | Sunan Abi Dawiid: 4797 | Sunan ibn Majah: 4173 | Imam
Ahmed in Al-Musnad: 17027 | Sharh Sunan Al-Baghawi: 3597
7! Sahih Al-Bukhdri: 3484 | Sunan Abi Dawiid: 4797 | Sunan ibn Majah: 4173 | Imam
Ahmad in Al-Musnad: 17027 | Sharh Sunan Al-Baghawi: 3597
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Messenger (fzs.f4{l) with tranquility. He saluted the Messenger of Allah
(Azs44fi). The Messenger (Fus4fle) said to him:

HE rn;\ wu;f.éuq,%o‘

“Indeed you have two traits that Allah loves, patience and
forbearance.”

The opposite of patience and forbearance is to be hasty and foolish so be
warned of traits negating these two. Then the man said:
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“O Messenger of Allah, are they two traits which I have trained myself
to have or are they traits already given to me?” The Prophet (fzs.f4ile)
said: “Rather they are traits that you have already been given.” The man
said: “All praise is due to Allah who has given me two traits that Allah
loves.””

-C‘

Allah loves patience and forbearance and hates hastiness and recklessness
and any trait that negates these two honourable traits that Allah loves.

. Memorise this Hadith:

UV A gl e &)
“Indeed you have two traits that Allah loves, patience and forbearance.”

If a person does not have these two great traits then he should strive to
cultivate himself to have them. '
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“Whoever suffices himself, Allah suffices-him. Whoeverstrives to be:

patient Allah helps him be patient and you will not be given anything
better than patience.””

72 Sunan Abi Dawiid: 5225
73 Part of a Hadith reported by Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri (:2£55) Sahih Al-Bukhari: 6470
and Sahih Muslim: 1053.
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Cultivate yourself to be patient, to-have forbearance, wisdom and lofty
manners.

By striving your utmost then these will be beneficial gains, Allah willing.
The Hadith (above) shows this: “I have trained myself to have.” This
means that patience and forbearance can be developed by cultivating and
training oneself to have noble manners’. The soul is ready to be cultivated
upon good or evil. If you train it upon evil it increases and gets used to it
until it is from its trait — we seek refuge with Allah from that. If you train it
upon noble manners, it gets used to it and becomes a part of its life and
hence the person possesses it.

Memorise this advice: to maintain Allah’s oneness (Tawhid) and to fight
against Shirk, to establish the prayer, enjoin good and forbid the evil, to
possess noble lofty manners, to fight the traits of arrogance, haughtiness,
pride and similar. Study it from the Book of Allah and from the Sunnah of
the Messenger of Allah (Juusflz) since these noble manners are an
important part of Islam and from the traits of the Salafi call, by it your call
spreads and Allah will raise your status amongst the people. Opposing
these good manners are traits that will lower this call in the eyes of the
people.

So perfect the call to Allah, the Most High:
bast o gl (s € wnd ey sy, 805 gz 15

“Invite to the Way of your Lord with wisdom and fair preaching, and
argue with them in a way that is better.””

" Omne way of training your soul to have good manners is to sit with the righteous
especially the scholars who follow the Prophet (fz.%45{) as Shaykh Rabi’ Bin Hadi
Al-Madhkhali said in his explanation to the description of the slaves of Allah in
Stirah Al-Furgan: “This is a lesson in manners where Allah is educating us and
clarifying to us the attributes of His close companions and the few. He is
mentioning to us their noble manners, so just as we benefit from their
understanding of this religion and belief. Likewise, we must benefit from their
manners, tread their path and follow their example.” [‘Majalis Tadkeeriya,
Tafstriya, Qur’aniyyah’ p.43] Tr.

75 Siirah Nahi: 125.
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Don’t argue even with the disbelievers except with good manners that are
noble and with ways that are better, without abuse, insults nor belittling
and reviling them, nor shouting and causing turmoil. Then Allah said:
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“And be moderate in your pace and lower your voice; indeed, the most
disagreeable of sounds is the voice of donkeys.””¢

Aha 3 dadly
“And be moderate in your pace.”
Meaning not to rush, hastily. Allah then said:
" “And lower your voice.”
Meaning, don’t raise your voiee unless there is a need.
PNETRASA RO PR ]
“Indeed? the most disagreeable of sounds is the voice of donkeys.”

If you raise your voice without a need, you are actually calling to raising
your voice in a particular manner that resembles a donkey. The scholars
have concluded from this that it is not allowed to raise the voice because
Allah likened it to the lowliest of animals:

“There is no bad example for us.”””

So don’t raise your voice except for a need. If you have one or two people
by you and you shout, what is the need?! This resembles the bray of
donkeys. The level of pitch should be according to one’s need.

76 Surah Lugman: 19
77 Part of a Hadith reported by Ibn ‘Abbas (Gedix) in Sahih Al-Bukhari: 2622. The
full Hadith is: ’ '
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“The bad example is not for us. He who takes back his present is like a
dog that swallows back its vomit.” .
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Likewise walking, you should be moderate in your walking. You should
not walk like you are about to die nor like the hasty careless one. Be
moderate in your walking and that is the way of the slaves of Allah, the
believers. Alldh said:
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“And the slaves of the Most Beneficent (Allah) are those who walk on

the earth in humility, and when the foolish address them (with bad
words) they reply back with mild words of gentleness.”

If the (evil) people speak to them with foolishness they reply with noble
speech which contains peace and pushes the sin away with that which is
better.”®

We ask Allah that He blesses us and you with beneficial knowledge and
righteous actions with good manners. I hope we understand these good
lessons. What is the benefit of attending these lessons daily and yet we
don’t act and give a bad image of this call? What is the benefit?

I ask Allah that He makes us and you from the people of knowledge who
practice it upon noble manners. Indeed, Allah is the one who hears the
supplications. And Peace, blessings and protection be upon the Messenger
(Asadei>), his family and companions (#z55s).

78 Sirah Al-Furgan: 63
Uaa 16 &, ke 2l 55
“And when the foolish address them (with bad words) they reply back
with mild words of gentleness.”



