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Permission to Translate

All praises belong to Allah, and may the Salat and Saldtn of 
Allah be upon the M essenger of Allah and upon his family and 
his Companions, and those who believe in him and follow his 
guidance. As to what follows:

I have granted permission to the brother Ashraf Ahmad 
Muhammad al-Byoumy and the brother Rasheed Barbee (may 
Allah grant them both success in that which pleases Him) to 
translate my treatise [The Death o f  the Best o f  Mankind] into the 
English language, and to print and publish it according to 
the printing and distribution system, hoping from Allah the 
Exalted aid, firmness, and the correction of actions accom pa­
nied by sincerity and truthfulness in interactions for us and 
them. Verily, my Lord responds to and answers the supplica­
tions.

May the Salat and Saldm of Allah be upon His slave and 
His Messenger M uhammad and upon his family and his 
Companions collectively.
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Introduction

Verily, all praises belong to Allah. We praise Him and we 
seek His assistance and we seek His forgiveness. And we seek 
refuge in Allah from the evil of our souls and from the evil of 
our actions. W hoever Allah guides, none can misguide him, 
and whoever is misguided, there is no guide for him.

I bear witness that nothing has the right to be worshipped 
except Allah alone, without partners, and I bear witness that 
Muhammad is His slave and His M essenger |§f.

fSilj V] (jjj-oj Vj <111 Ij SjI (jjlJI tjjjl U

O you who believe! Fear Allah as He should be feared, 
and die not except in a state of Islam.

[Surah Aali ‘Imran 3:102]
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Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you 
from a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) 
He created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and from them 
both He created many men and women, and fear Allah 
through Whom you demand your mutual (rights), 
and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship).

Surely, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you.

O you who believe! Fear Allah, and (always) say a 
word directed to that which is correct.

[Surah al-Ahzab 33:70]

He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and will 
forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah and 
His Messenger he has indeed achieved a great achieve­
ment (i.e. he will be saved from the Hellfire and made

As to what follows: verily the most truthful speech is the Book 
of Allah, and the best guidance is the guidance of Muhammad

[Surah ati-Nisa 4:1]

Ij jAuj Ijljay aIII Ijiil h

to enter Paradise).

[Surah al-Ahzab 33:71]
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Introduction

i t ,  and the most evil of affairs are the newly invented matters; 
every newly invented matter is an innovation, and every 
innovation is astray and every straying is in the fire.

0  brothers, verily we meet for this gathering — which I ask 
Allah by His beautiful Names and Lofty Attributes to make a 
blessed gathering —in the province of Sharjah. I ask Allah to 
grant success to its leaders in every good and to assist them, 
guide them, make them firm, and bring about good from their 
hands.

And I ask Allah ^  to unite the hearts of the leaders and their 
followers upon love, truthfulness, goodness, guidance, and 
the Sunnah, and to distance them, the other provinces, our 
country, and the lands of the M uslims fro m  fitnah, that which is 
apparent and that which is hidden.

We gather for the lectures in W ahat al-lm an in Qanat al-Qasba. 
We ask Allah to grant success, firmness, and guidance to the 
organizers.

We meet and our speech does not resemble other speech. And 
how could it resemble other speech while we are speaking 
about the death of our beloved, our Prophet, our Imam, our 
teacher and our leader, M uhammad ibn 'Abdullah H??

InshaAllah I will not mention in my speech except that which
1 have affirmed is authentic. I have discarded a page of weak 
narrations on this topic. The Muslim suffices with that which 
is authentic.



Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayh

And the death of our Prophet it?, O beloved, is great inform a­
tion containing great admonitions, and noble lessons for the 
one who hears, understands, looks, and ponders. And that is 
because our Prophet was a man who died like all men die. 
Allah did not grant any human immortality.

Thus the Prophet m  was human. He died as humans die, and 
he was shrouded just as other M uslims are. And he was buried 
and dirt was placed over him |l?. Allah the Exalted said:

4  clA4 (44) '■Ah1

Verily, you (O Muhammad) will die and verily, they 
(too) will die.

[Surah az-Zuumr 39:30]

And Allah the Exalted said:

1* un 4 \\\ Jji \ 4 Tion ^ l \\ orL 1 ^ \n l**i ̂\o

4  <131

Muhammad is no more than a Messenger; and indeed 
(many) Messengers have passed away before him. If 
he dies or is killed, will you then turn back on your 
heels (as disbelievers)? And he who turns back on his 
heels, not the least harm will he do to Allah, and Allah 

will give reward to those who are grateful.

[Surah Aali 'Imran 3:144]

Allah the Exalted sent him t§? when he was forty years old. 
He sent him to Makkah, so he invited to the way of Allah the
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Introduction

Exalted and he called to tazvlnd. He showed patience and perse­
verance, and he strove in the cause of Allah while receiving a 
great deal of harm. And his Companions were harmed

He remained in Makkah for thirteen years, firmly and patiently 
calling to tawhid, seeking the reward until Allah the Exalted 
permitted him to migrate to al-Madlnah. Thus he migrated to 
al-M adlnah and that which occurred there is well-documented 
in the books of history.

That which concerns our gathering tonight is what occurred 
during the seventh year (after migration).

10



The Prophet's i  Illness

The Cause of His Illness

In the seventh year, the Prophet W> conquered Khaybar, and 
the Jews were in Khaybar. A Jew ish woman asked the people 
what part of the sheep the Prophet liked, so it was said he 
liked the forequarter.

She grilled the sheep and poisoned it, placing most of the 
poison in the forequarter because she knew the Prophet |lf 
liked to eat the forequarter. Thus she gave this as a gift to the 
Prophet |§f and his Companions.

Consequently the Companions began to eat along with the 
Messenger of Allah jj§f. Some of them ate, but when the 
Prophet j§!f took a bite, he did not swallow it. And he said to 
his Companions, "Raise your hands, verily it is poisoned." 
And in another narration, he said to his Companions, "Raise

11



The Prophet's Illness

your hands, for verily it (the cooked sheep) informed me that it 
is poisoned."1

And here is a point, O slave of Allah: the Prophet m  did not 
know the unseen and he did not know the plot of this Jewish 
woman. He did not know the unseen when he was alive, so 
how can anyone claim the Prophet Ht knows the unseen while 
he is deceased?!

Allah decreed for the sheep, though it was slaughtered and 
grilled, to inform the Prophet f it  that it was poisoned. And 
this was from the miracles of the Prophet i t .  The effects of the 
poison were not apparent upon the Prophet i t  at that moment.

And this, O beloved brothers, was due to a great wisdom: so 
Allah the Exalted could complete and perfect the religion and 
so the people would know that the Prophet W> was a prophet 
sent from Allah.

And during the end of his life the effects of the poison became 
apparent, and that was due to a great wisdom also. Allah is far 
removed from every imperfection, and He is the All-Wise, the 
All-Knowing. And the wisdom for this is so the people would 
know the Prophet W> was only a human honored with the 
Message. Thus he is not to be worshipped along with Allah, 
and the rights due to Allah the Exalted are not given to him.

It has been narrated that the Prophet i t  said during his sickness 
which he died from:

1 Sunan Abu Dawud 4510
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Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

01̂ 1 1-C$j  C..1CI JL?rl J[)l L* U

kiijj iS ĵ } ^Uail

O 'Aaisha! I still feel the pain caused by the food I 
ate at Khaybar, and at this time, I feel as if my aorta is 

being cut from that poison.2

For this reason the scholars say the Prophet i§t died a martyr 
because he died from the effects of the poison.

Signs that His Death was Nearing

In the tenth year [after hijrah], the Prophet performed 
Hajj, the great Hajj, the Farewell Pilgrimage. And he bid his 
Companions farewell, saying:

Learn from me your rituals of Hajj, for perhaps I may 
not meet you again after this year.3

During this year, Allah the Exalted revealed:

a!]I ( j j j  dulyj aAII jj^aj e.lL

<ĵ (Jlljljj (jlii AjI dijj ^ j'»«8
When comes the Help of Allah (to you, O Muhammad, 
against your enemies) and the conquest (of Makkah).
And you see that the people enter Allah's religion in 
crowds. So glorify the Praises of your Lord, and ask for

2 Sahih al-Bukharl 4428
3 Sahih Muslim 1297
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The Prophet's Illness

His Forgiveness. Verily, He is the One Who accepts the 
repentance and forgives.

[Surah an-Nasr 110:1-3]

In this was an announcement of the death of the M essenger of 
Allah Hi and information that his time was nearing its end. For 
this reason, after that, the Prophet US would increase in saying 
while in ruku':

Glory is to You O Allah, and to You is the praise, O 
Allah forgive me.

[He did this] explaining the meaning of this verse from the 
Qur'an.

The Prophet ||f returned from the Farewell TTajj to al-Madinah, 
and he remained there the rest of the month of Dhul Hijjah, the 
month of M uharram, and Safar.

During the end of Safar or during the first part of RabI' al-Aw- 
wal, the Prophet 1§S went to the martyrs of Uhud and bid 
them farewell as one would bid farewell to the living and the 
deceased. And he Hf would often go to the BaqI' cemetery and 
extend the salam  to his Companions and supplicate for them. 
And he increased in this during the end of his life, as though 
he was bidding them farewell.

One day when the Prophet ift  returned from the cemetery of 
BaqI' from a funeral, he met our mother ' Aaisha ^  while she 
was complaining of a headache, saying, "O h my head, my

14



Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

head." The Prophet Ht wrapped her head and said, "N ay O 
'Aaisha, rather my head (is aching)."4

This is when the sickness which he died from began. The illness 
in the Prophet US was mild in the beginning stages. He would 
divide time between his wives being nursed in their homes, 
and he did not seek permission from them to be nursed in the 
home of 'Aaisha 0  although he preferred this. He did not say 
this, but it was perceived, as he would say, "W here will I be 
tomorrow? Where will I be tom orrow ?"5 He wanted it to be 
' Aaisha's night !̂ g.

The pain of the Prophet US increased while he was in the home 
of our mother Maymuna 0 ,  so he sought permission from his 
wives to be nursed [solely] in the home of 'A aisha 0 ,  meaning 
he would not take turns visiting his other wives. Thus they 
permitted him to do so, may Allah be pleased with all of them.

The Prophet US was not able to exit by himself, due to the 
severe pain he was suffering from. He left from the home of 
Maymuna to the home of 'Aaisha while all of his strength was 
depleted and he was not able to walk by himself; rather he was 
leaning on al-Fadl Ibn al-'Abbas and 'A ll 0 .  He |§t exited while 
his footsteps could be seen on the ground as his feet dragged 
until he reached the home of our mother 'Aaisha !^ .6

"O n Thursday —and what a day Thursday w as!" Ibn 'Abbas

4 Sahih al-Bukhari 5666

5 Sahih al-Bukhari 5217
h Sahih al-Bukhari 5714
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The Prophet's Illness

said this statement while crying. It was a momentous affair 
and a momentous event on that day, on Thursday. The pain of 
the Prophet i§? increased, so he said to his Companions, those 
with him in the house, "Bring me a book, I will write for you a 
book, and you will never go astray after it ."7

The Companions ^  began to dispute. They said, "V erily the 
M essenger of Allah is in pain; the Book of Allah is suffi­
cient for us." And they felt pity for the Prophet i§t. They said 
his pain has intensified, and they knew the religion had been 
completed since Allah the Exalted said:

This day I have perfected for you your religion

[Surah al-Ma'idah 5:3]

And they knew the statement of the Prophet tH:

.
a *

I am leaving you upon a (path of) brightness whose 
night is like its day. No one will deviate from it after 
I am gone but one who is doomed. Whoever among 
you lives will see great conflict. I urge you to adhere to 

what you know of my Sunnah.8

They said, "The Book of Allah is sufficient, you have with you 
the Q ur'an." Thus they disputed about that. Some of them

7 Sahih al-Bukhari 4431
8 Sunan Ibn Majah 43 [Arabic: 45]
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Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

said, "A llow  the M essenger of Allah W> to write for you," 
while some of them said, "V erily the M essenger of Allah |§? is 
overcome with pain ."9

When the differing increased, the M essenger of Allah said, 
"Leave me, leave me for I am in a better state now than that 
which you are calling me to ."10

He went on to say, "I advise you with three things: expel the 
pagans from the Arabian Peninsula, respect and give gifts to 
the foreign delegates as you have seen me dealing with them ." 
Ibn 'Abbas said, "A nd I forgot the third thing."11

And on this day the Prophet said, "Pour on me the water of 
seven water skins, the mouths of which have not been untied, 
so that I may give advice to the people."12

The Prophet w  ordered seven water skins poured on him due 
to the severity of his fever. He wanted to go out to the people 
so he ordered the water to be poured upon him. The scholars 
mention that this is a type of treatment, and that which proves 
that seven water skins contains healing has been narrated in 
the Sunnah.

Our m oth er' Aaisha *0. said, "So  we sat him in the tub of Hafsa, 
the wife of the Prophet H t and then started to pour water on 
him from these water skins until he started pointing to us with

9 Sahih al-Bukhari 4432

10 Sahih al-Bukhari 4431

"  Ibid
12 Sahih al-Bukhari 5714
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The Prophet's Illness

his noble hand m  intending to say, 'You have done your job/ 
Then he went out to the people —and he had wrapped his 
noble head US—until he sat upon the minbar,"13

The Virtues of Abu Bakr and the Ansar

He praised Allah the Exalted and glorified Him, and then he 
said:

.4JUI -Up \j> tdJl -Up jIip-1t ta-UP \j>
O people, verily Allah has given a choice to a slave: to 
either grant him the splendor of this worldly life as he 
wishes or to grant him that which is with Him. And he 

chose what is with Him.

The Companions ^  heard him, thus Abu Bakr began to cry 
severely. And he [Abu Bakr] said:

!<UJ| J j Aj  Ij Ettjb ijtbai

We will ransom our fathers and mothers for you, O 
Messenger of Allah!

Abu SaYd al-Khudri, who is the narrator of this story, said, "So 
we were amazed at Abu Bakr and some of the people began to 
say, 'Look at this old man. The M essenger of Allah m  informs 
[us] about a worshiper whom Allah gave the choice between 
having as much of the bounty of this life as he wishes, or 
having that which is with Allah, and he says, "W e will ransom 
our fathers and mothers for y o u ? " '"14

13 Ibid
14 Sahih al-Bukhari 3904
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Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

The Companions were not aware of the intent behind his 
HI statement while Abu Bakr ijH understood. He was the most 
knowledgeable of the Companions and the most learned of 
them He realized the intent [of the Prophet] thus he cried 
until tears streamed [down his face].

The Prophet t§? said, "O  Abu Bakr, do not cry." Then he i t  said, 
"The most beneficial to me among the people in their com pan­
ionship and their wealth was Abu Bakr. I declare before Allah 
that I have no khalil from among you, for Allah has taken me 
as a khalil as He took Ibrahim as a khalil. But if I were to have 
taken anyone from among my ummah as a khalil, I would have 
taken Abu Bakr as a khalil."15

He said this during the end of his life. And this clarified and 
proved with clear-cut proof the virtue of Abu Bakr as-Siddiq 
ii i .  And he is the best of the Companions without exception.

Then he US said:

J\  cju  >  i i -  Vi 4 ^  j  oA i v

Let there not remain in the masjid any door except that 
it is closed, except the door of Abu Bakr.16

And this is because the Companions had doors in the masjid, 
thus the Prophet tH ordered all the doors to be closed except 
the door of Abu Bakr ijH. The scholars have said that this [state­
ment] was hinting that Abu Bakr as-Siddiq M  was going to 
be the khalifah (ruler) after him. Thus he M  entered through

15 Ibid
16 Sahih al-Bukhari 3654
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The Prophet's Illness

that door.

Then he m  said:

yi \y\Z Sn

*>ls SH

Verily those who came before you used to take the 
graves of their prophets and righteous people as places 
of worship. Do not take graves as places of worship.17

The Prophet Ws gave importance to tawlnd up until the final 
moments of his life. And he warned against and prohibited 
taking the graves of the righteous people as places of worship. 
And he explained that this is the methodology of the Jews and 
the Christians.

Then he said:

Verily the people will increase and the Ansar will 
decrease in number so much so that they, compared 
with the people, will be just like the salt in meals. So, 
if any of you should take over the authority by which 
he can either benefit some people or harm some others, 
he should accept the goodness of their good people 
[i.e. the Ansar] and excuse the faults of their wrong­

doers.18

17 Sahih Muslim 532

'* Sahih al-Bukhari 3628
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Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

This contains a clarification of the virtue of the Ansar. And 
here, O slave of Allah, is a point in this great address, a point 
to ponder and reflect over, and that is the manner in which 
the Prophet l i t  spoke about the great affairs which the ummah 
would need [knowledge of] later.

He clarified the virtue of Abu Bakr as-Siddlq. And there has 
arisen in Islam innovators who insult and curse as-Siddlq 
He warned against taking graves as places of worship and now 
there has arisen amongst the M uslims those who take graves 
as places of worship.

And he explained the virtue of the Ansar and now there has 
arisen among the Muslims innovators who insult the Ansar and 
slander the Ansar î jt. Those who insult [them] are disgraced.

Advice to His Family

It was from the habit of the wives of the Prophet Hf to gather 
with him during his illness. So they gathered and none of them 
stayed behind. The last to come was Fatim ah i0 ,  the daughter 
of Muhammad W>- She came walking in the exact same manner 
the M essenger of Allah Hf used to walk. He W> said to her, 
"W elcom e, my daughter."

O Allah, we take You as a witness of our love for her

He said, "W elcom e, my daughter." Then he sat her on his 
right side or his left side, and he whispered something to her 
which his wives could not hear, and she began to cry. Then 
he whispered something else to her and she began to laugh.

21



The Prophet's Illness

'Aaisha said to her, "W hat made you cry?" She replied, "I  will 
not reveal the secrets of the M essenger of Allah Hf."

When the M essenger of Allah §§! passed, this matter remained 
in the heart of our mother 'Aaisha so she said to Fatimah, "I 
adjure you by the right that I have upon you that you should 
narrate to me what the M essenger of Allah H? said to you."

Reflect upon the wording 'Aaisha used with Fatimah: "I adjure 
you by the right that I have upon you." And Fatimah did not 
deny this right, rather she replied, "Yes, now I will inform you 
of what the M essenger of Allah H§ said. W hen he talked to me 
secretly for the first time, he informed me that Jibril was in the 
habit of reciting the Q ur'an along with him once every year, 
but this year it had been twice, so he perceived his death to be 
quite near, [and he advised me to] fear Allah and be patient."

And this is the Sunnah which has been established. The dying 
person should advise his family with taqioa and patience and 
to not become angry during his death.

He 1 1 said, "Fear Allah and be patient, for verily I am the best 
sala f (predecessor) for you." She said, "Thus I cried as you saw. 
W hen he saw my grief he whispered to me a second time and 
said, 'O  Fatimah, would it not please you to be the leader of the 
women of this ummah or the leader of the believing women?' 
So I laughed as you saw ."19

And in another narration she said, "H e informed me I would

19 Sahih Muslim 2450
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Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

be the first from his family to follow him, thus I laughed."20

The wives of the Prophet i§f conversed with each other, 
reflecting upon the time of the M essenger of Allah's Hf illness 
from which he died. Umm Salam ah and Umm Hablba [had] 
mentioned something am azing [to the Prophet] which they 
witnessed. W hat did they witness, O beloved? They saw a 
church in Ethiopia containing pictures in it.

So the Prophet l i t  said, "V erily, if there was a righteous man 
amongst them and he died, they would build a grave for him 
inside their place of worship and place these pictures therein. 
They will be the worst creatures in the Sight of Allah on the 
Day of Judgm ent."21

Therefore, building masajid on top of graves and placing graves 
inside the masjid is not from the actions of the believers; rather 
it is from the actions of the worst of creation. And refuge is 
sought with Allah.

Importance of the Prayer

And when his i§t illness became severe, he continued to give 
importance to the prayer. He said, "H ave the people prayed?" 
They replied. "N o, O M essenger of Allah, they are waiting for 
you."

They were waiting for the Prophet W  to come out to them. He

20 Sahih al-Bukhari 4433, 4434
2’ Sahih al-Bukhari 427
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The Prophet's Illness

*11 said, "Place water for me in the tub." He wanted to bathe 
so perhaps it would lessen the fever so he could go out to the 
people. 'Aaisha ^  said, "W e did as he asked and he bathed. 
And he went to stand and he fainted. And he was not able to 
stand."

When he regained consciousness he said, "H ave the people 
prayed?" They responded, "N o, O M essenger of Allah, they 
are waiting for you ."22

The people were in the masjid waiting for the Prophet W  to 
come out. And this was the time for 'Ishd prayer. When he was 
unable to come out for the prayer he said:

W hat was the position of our mother 'Aaisha ? 'Aaisha said, 
"O  Messenger of Allah, verily Abu Bakr is a tender-hearted 
man; when he recites the Qur'an he cannot control his crying, 
so if you can, have someone other than Abu Bakr lead the

ffl'Xprayer. 23

Why did our mother 'Aaisha Hjl say that to the M essenger of 
Allah? Why didn't our mother 'Aaisha Hjl want Abu Bakr to 
lead the people in prayer? The wisdom for that, O my brothers, 
is that she did not want the people to perceive an evil omen 
about the first person to stand in the place of the Messenger 
of Allah i§f. She was afraid the people would perceive an evil

22 Sahih al-Bukhari 687

23 Sahih al-Bukhari 7303

Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people in prayer.

24



Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

omen from Abu Bakr $ £ .24 Thus she wanted to divert that away 
from her father î jt.

He Hf said, "Tell Abu Bakr to lead the people in prayer." So the 
Prophet |§? affirmed that Abu Bakr should lead the prayer. He 
said, "Verily you all are like the female companions of Y usuf."25

So he sent the message for Abu Bakr to lead the prayer. 
When the messenger came and said, "The M essenger of Allah 
Hf orders you to lead the people in prayer," Abu Bakr, who 
was a man with a tender heart, said, "O  'Um ar, stand and lead 
the people in prayer."

Abu Bakr as-Siddiq knew what it meant if he was to lead the 
people in prayer. And he was a man who was soft at heart; if 
he stood to lead the people in prayer while knowing the condi­
tion of the Prophet Ht, the affair would be very heavy upon 
him, and the people would not be able to hear him. Thus he 
wanted what was better for the people.

For this reason he said, "Stand, O 'Um ar, and lead the people 
in prayer." 'Um ar i&i responded, "You deserve to do so more 
[than I]."26

This shows the virtue of Abu Bakr as-Siddiq and it shows 
the virtue of 'Um ar ^g, and how Abu Bakr was given prefer­
ence in honor and virtue. So Abu Bakr led the people in prayer.

24 Sahih al-Bukhari 4445

25 Sahih al-Bukhari 7303

26 Sahih al-Bukhari 687
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The Prophet's Illness

The Prophet lit found in him self the strength to come out to 
the prayer, so he cam e out leaning between two men. 'Aaisha 
^  said, "It is as though I am looking at the traces left by his 
feet as the two men dragged him, due to the pain."

Abu Bakr was leading the people in prayer and he wanted to 
step back and allow the Prophet HI to take his place. But the 
Messenger of Allah W  indicated to him to stay where he was.

The M essenger of Allah t§f sat by the side of Abu Bakr, and 
Abu Bakr prayed following the prayer of the M essenger of 
Allah it, who was sitting, and the people prayed following the 
prayer of Abu Bakr.27

This contains the clearest proof and the clearest indication 
that Abu Bakr jgfc would succeed the M essenger of Allah W> in 
leading the affairs of this ummah. A number of scholars have 
affirmed that this prayer which the Prophet Ilf came out to was 
Dhuhr on Thursday.

The Pain of the Messenger of Allah

Then after that, the pain of the M essenger of Allah Ilf increased. 
And he would repeatedly say during the sickness he died from 
when the pain would increase, "H ave a good thought about 
Allah, have a good thought about Allah."

The pain of the Messenger of Allah Hf increased such that our 
mother 'Aaisha said:

27 Ibid
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.aJJi J^Gj  <ulc- aGi Ijigi c ĵ |3 L*

I never saw anyone suffer more pain than the 
Messenger of Allah.28

Abu Sa'id ail described the severe pain of the M essenger of 
Allah § f :

GJLGyi dXf-y (Ji—'j GIp dJl L̂a> i i p o

G tSGi g  d ills ' ui j u  g g g  u I gi u  gji

.> V i

I entered upon the Prophet |§? when he was suffer­
ing from a fever; I placed my hand on him and felt 
heat with my hand from above the blanket. I said, "O  
Messenger of Allah, how hard it is for you!" He said,
"W e (prophets) are like that. The trial is multiplied for 

us and so is the reward."29

There is no deity worthy of worship except for Allah! Reflect, 
O brothers. The M essenger of Allah Hf was fully dressed and 
covered with a blanket, and when Abu Sa'id placed his hand 
on top of the blanket he felt the heat from the M essenger of 
Allah ill .  And this was from the severe pain of our Prophet Hf.

'Abdullah ibn M as'ud said:

b Gdii GGyl jA j jOGj gIp ibi JtG GJi J^Gj J g  GJUs 
Lis' GGjI iji* . iLL-kG iSlpJ GipyJ Gbt <Gl j_}Gj

28 Sahih al-Bukhari 5646
29 Sunan Ibn Majah 4024 [Arabic: 4160]

27



The Prophet's Illness

■ dJs-y„

I visited the Prophet f it  while he was suffering. I 
said, "O Messenger of Allah! You are suffering from a 
severe illness." He said, "Yes, I suffer as much as two 

men of you."30

The Prophet would suffer a great deal during his sickness, 
and when his pain would intensify he would cover his face 
with his garment, and when he felt short of breath, he removed 
it from his face and said:

(( _ £ j l y j g d '  dii aIxJ

The curse of Allah is upon the Jews and the Christians; 
they took the graves of their prophets as places of 

worship.31

There is no deity worthy of worship except for Allah! How 
strong was his concern for this affair! During these different 
times he l§f warned from this affair while he was undergoing 
severe pain.

30 Sahih al-Bukhari 5648

31 Sahih al-Bukhari 4443, 4444
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As you know, Abu Bakr would lead the people in prayer. 
On this day, Monday, while the M uslims were praying Fajr 
behind Abu Bakr as-Siddlq the Prophet tH pulled back the 
curtain from the room of 'A aisha so he could see the people.

He looked at the people while they were lined in rows for 
prayer, and it is as though his face was a page from the m ushaf 
due to its shining and his cheerful smile. He was smiling.32 
Do you know why, O beloved? He was smiling because the 
Muslims were making the Fajr prayer in congregation. Allahu 
Akbar!

O beloved, how can you miss the Fajr prayer in congregation 
while you are being called to it? And while you know this 
affair made the Prophet I S  smile?! The Fajr prayer in congre­

32 Sahih al-Bukhari 680
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gation made the Prophet |§f smile during his last day in this 
world. How can you enjoy sleep, how can you not stand for 
the Fajr prayer to pray it in congregation while you know that 
on the last day of the Prophet's life he looked at the M uslims 
while they were lined up for the Fajr prayer in congregation, 
and he cheerfully smiled?!

W hen the Companions ^  saw him, they were about to be put to 
trial due to their extreme happiness at seeing the M essenger of 
Allah HL Abu Bakr retreated to join the rows so the M essenger 
of Allah US could lead the prayer, but the M essenger of Allah 
t§? motioned with his hand for him to complete the prayer, and 
he dropped the curtain and did not come out.33

W hen the people saw the Prophet ||f, they thought he had been 
cured from his illness, but his illness had become more severe 
and heavy upon him that day. The illness was causing him  to 
lose consciousness.

Fatimah would say, "O h, how distressed my father is!" 
W hen the Prophet H? heard her he responded:

.pJlJl a*.;

Your father will not experience difficulty after today.34

During the illness which took his life, the Prophet Hf would 
give a great deal of advice concerning the prayer. As such, the 
final advice of the M essenger of Allah Hi was the prayer; he

33 ibid

34 Sahih al-Bukhari 4462
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uttered it from his chest and he was not able to say it upon his 
tongue due to his severe weakness. But because he gave such 
importance to this matter, he advised them by saying:

u j  \Js\ tb & ji

The prayer, the prayer; and fear Allah as it relates to 
what your right hands possess.35

This shows us, O beloved, the great status of the prayer, and 
the great importance the Prophet gave to the prayer.

His Last Moments

At the time of Duha on M ond ay,' Abdur-Rahm an ibn Abu Bakr 
^  entered upon the M essenger of Allah while he was in the 
home o f ' Aaisha. The illness had become heavy upon him such 
that he was not able to speak. 'Aaisha said:

4UI J e J - d d  IjIj

l i i i  4 ->d iff i i > 3  Adp aUI

idll cd 3̂ aILp .xLil* 4̂ 3^  j ■ â Î j jL i l j dJJ od>-T 

jj-io  4lip jl  . 53̂ 5 tj^3 lA~4h dl A~djj dD

>r3 i L̂iJl Aj-\j

aJJ C . T/?: jjj . C->3̂ -y jl caJJI VI aJI Si (Jyd|

•®A O^Lij " - J ^ S Js? '̂ LS?"
' Abdur-Rahman entered upon me with a s iiv ak  in his 
hand and I was supporting (the back of) the Messenger 

of Allah Ilf (against my chest). I saw the Prophet ^

Sunan Abu Dawud 5156
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looking at it (i.e. the s iivak)  and I knew that he loved 
the siiv ak , so I said (to him), "Shall I take it for you?"
He nodded in agreement. So I took it and it was too 
stiff for him to use, so I said, "Shall I soften it for 
you?" He nodded his approval. So I softened it and he 
cleaned his teeth with it. In front of him there was a 
jug or a tin (the sub-narrator, 'Umar, is in doubt as to 
which was right) containing water. He started dipping 
his hand in the water and rubbing his face with it, and 
he said, "None has the right to be worshipped except 
Allah. Death has its agonies." He then lifted his hands 
(toward the sky) and started saying, "With the highest 
companion," till he expired and his hand dropped

down.36

He was saying, "O  Allah, forgive me, have mercy upon me, 
and join me with the highest com panion." Muhammad Hi, the 
one Allah forgave for his past and future faults. He was saying, 
"O  Allah, forgive me, have mercy upon me, and join me with 
the highest com panion."

While he was in the lap of 'Aaisha, in this severe condition, he 
fainted, then he regained consciousness and turned his sight 
to the roof, and he raised his noble head between the neck and 
chest of 'Aaisha. He raised his sights to the roof and he raised 
his noble hand and he said:

. J & \  jUiJi i j s h I J j j j i  jUiii

O Allah with the highest companion, O Allah with the 
highest companion.

Until he died and his noble hand dropped down, thus these

36 Sahih al-Bukhari 4449

32



Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

were his final words Ht. 'A aisha i j l  said, "W hen his soul left 
him, I have never smelled a fragrance better than that."

Like this is the death of the righteous — they will have a portion 
of that, because the angels are present with the deceased. If the 
person is righteous, the angels say, "C om e out, O good soul 
that was in a good body, come out praiseworthy and receive 
glad tidings of mercy and provision and a Lord Who is not 
angry."

And this is repeated until it comes out. W hen the soul comes 
out the Angel of Death takes it, and he does not have it for the 
blink of an eye except that the angels take it and wrap it in a 
shroud from Paradise and ascend with it to the Heavens.

O Allah, make us from them —O Allah we seek refuge in You 
from the evil of our souls.

The Reaction of the People

W hen the Prophet US died, everything in M adlnah became 
dark, as was stated by Anas.37

When the Prophet Hi died, Abu Bakr was in a home he 
owned in a place in M adlnah called as-Sunh, also known as 
al-'Aaliyah. And that was because, when the Prophet Hi looked 
at them while they were praying Fajr, he thought the Prophet 
Hit had been cured, so he went to his home, and he was there 
when the Prophet Hf died.

37 Jami' at-Tirmidhl 3618
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W hen the news cam e that the Prophet Ht had died there was 
commotion, such that 'Um ar al-Faruq stood in the rnasjid of 
the M essenger of Allah Hi and said, "By  Allah, the M essenger 
of Allah Ht did not die. Allah will resurrect him and he will cut 
off the hands and feet of the men [i.e the hypocrites]."38

This is because when the hypocrites heard of the death of the 
M essenger of Allah Ht, some of their plots became apparent, 
thus 'U m ar took this position. And Allah has wisdom, for this 
position of 'Um ar frightened the hypocrites, thus they did not 
implement what they intended to do. And 'Um ar repeated this 
statement.

Abu Bakr ^  knew of the death of the M essenger of Allah Hf, 
thus he came on a horse and entered the masjid of the Messenger 
of Allah Ht while the people were in commotion. He did not 
speak to anyone until he entered the house of 'Aaisha

Abu Bakr entered while he Ht was covered with a garment, 
so he uncovered [the Prophet's] face, kissed him between his 
eyes and started to cry. He said, "M ay my father and mother 
be ransomed for you, O Prophet of Allah; you were good in life 
and in death. As for the death Allah has decreed for you, then 
you have died."

Then he went out to the masjid while 'U m ar ^  was speaking to 
the people and swearing by Allah. Abu Bakr said, address­
ing 'Um ar, "O  you who is swearing by Allah, sit down; O you 
who is swearing by Allah, sit dow n." 'U m ar refused to sit. Abu

w Sunan Ibn Majah 1627 [Arabic: 1695]

34



Shaykh Sulayman ar-Ruhayli

Bakr said, "O  you who is swearing by Allah, sit down," but 
'Um ar refused to sit down.

W hen Abu Bakr saw this, he turned to the people, praised 
Allah and stated the testimony of faith. W hen the people saw 
this they turned to Abu Bakr, and 'U m ar sat down.

Abu Bakr ^  said:

j l i  jt-U'j ULp dJl uU" ^

j l i  illl dU" cy'i to ld  ai U-C- aLII

: j u ;  iiil j l i  V aLi

(Jj3 jl  CjU (jtsl aJLs as V] .i<A a U j
1 \ A. A 111 j  ' /jjft A <Voe*. . ‘ llsjj  ̂ I

aAII j

As to what follows: Whoever from amongst you 

worships Muhammad IS?, then verily Muhammad 

i t t  is dead. As for those who worship Allah, then 
verily Allah is the Ever-Living Who does not die.
Allah the Exalted said, "Muhammad is no more than 
a Messenger, and indeed (many) Messengers have 
passed away before him. If he dies or is killed, will 
you then turn back on your heels (as disbelievers)?
And he who turns back on his heels, not the least harm  
will he do to Allah, and Allah will give reward to those 

who are grateful."39

It was as though the people did not know this verse until this

39 Sahih al-Bukhari 1241,1242 [Surah Aali 'Imran 3:144]
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very moment. So when they heard the speech of Abu Bakr ^  
they were certain that their beloved, their Prophet Hi, had died. 
Consequently, the sound of the people's tears could be heard 
in the masjid of the Prophet Ht, while 'Um ar iM was not able to 
stand due to the severity of the affair upon him .40

And Allah had wisdom in this, as the position of Abu Bakr 
clarified the truth to the people that Muhammad Ht was a 
human whom Allah honored with the Message, and he died. 
So the people were certain that their beloved, their Prophet, 
had surely died.

4(1 Sahih al-Bukhari 4452, 4453
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On Tuesday, the Companions began to prepare the Prophet 
US. The scholars take a lesson and benefit from this. They say 
it is permissible to delay preparing the deceased if there is a 
benefit in doing so and it is not feared that the body of the 
deceased will change (through decay). There was no fear that 
the body of the Prophet US would change, so the Companions 
did not begin preparing him until Tuesday.

The scholars say this ruling applies, for example, if the deceased 
has children who would want to attend the funeral and they 
are in a far-off land; [if] the body is placed in refrigeration and 
the delay is not for a lengthy period of time, then there is no 
problem in waiting until the children arrive.

The point is, the scholars say if there is a benefit in delaying the 
preparation of the body and there is no fear that the body will
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change due to decay, then there is no harm in delaying.

The Companions ilpi knew the Prophet Hf was human, and the 
deceased is washed when he dies, thus they wanted to wash 
the Prophet H?.

They said:

sLi iji&M liis UUtj 3! u T

r ^ r  p ^ “̂ 3 <1̂3  ̂ J*- 33̂
v!3 y* djjai Si jJJLSsd

CLf- djl D̂l J i dUj CLpJ “uIp dJl

4j^SsJjj  ̂ a*. A il J jjJ  f.LaJl ' A - - o l c -  ̂- -- J CltA fiaC-uti

j y  (ĵ a.«..all)

By Allah, we did not know whether we should take off 

the clothes of the Messenger of Allah i§? as we took 
off the clothes of our dead, or wash him while his 
clothes were on him. When they (the people) differed 
among themselves, Allah cast slumber over them until 
every one of them had put his chin on his chest. Then 
a speaker spoke from a side of the house, and they did 

not know who he was: "Wash the Prophet |§t while his 
clothes are on him." So they stood around the Prophet 
IMS and washed him while he had his shirt on him.
They poured water on his shirt, and rubbed him with 

his shirt and not with their hands.41

'All took upon him self the task of washing the Prophet |§?

Sunan Abu Dawud 3141; declared Hasan by al-Albani
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with his clothes on and some of the Companions assisted him. 
They poured water over his shirt, rubbing him with the shirt, 
not their hands.

'A ll said, "So  I began to look at what occurs to the deceased 
and I did not see anything at all."A nd it is known that the 
deceased will have some change, even a change in their smell. 
As for the Prophet t§?, he was pure during life and during 
death.

The Prophet §§? was shrouded in three white garments with 
no shirt over them and no turban. Then the people prayed the 
funeral prayer for him individually; no one acted as the imam 
during the funeral prayer over the Prophet lit. First the men 
prayed over him, then the children, then the women, then the 
male slaves, and then the female slaves.

The Prophet §§? was buried W ednesday night where he died, in 
the room of 'Aaisha And the room of 'Aaisha was outside 
of the Prophet's masjid.

The Companions differed concerning how they should bury 
the Prophet Ht: should they place a niche in his grave or a 
trench?42

42 Translator's note: The trench (shaqq) means that a trench is dug in the middle of 
the grave to suit the size of the deceased, and its sides are built with bricks so that it 
will not collapse on the deceased, and the deceased is placed in it on his right side 
facing the qibiali. Then this trench is covered with stones or the like and the ceiling is 
raised a little so that it will not touch the deceased, then the soil is filled in.

The niche (lahd) means that a place is dug at the bottom of the grave on the side that 
is closest to the qiblali, in which the deceased is placed on his right side facing the 
qiblah, and then this hole is filled in with bricks behind the deceased, then the dirt is 
filled in. [cont.]
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Some of them preferred one and some preferred the other. 
In M adlnah there were two men who dug graves, one using 
a niche and the other using a trench. The Companions said, 
"L et's pray istikhara and then send for these two men; whoever 
comes first, we will choose him ."

Thus the one who dug graves using the niche cam e first.43 As 
a result, the grave of the Prophet W  was dug with a niche and 
they placed a red velvet cloth under the body of the Prophet 
ill. The Prophet was placed in his grave supported with 
bricks, and they placed dirt over him  H?. His grave was raised 
one hand-span from the ground.

After the death of the Prophet and his burial, Abu Bakr 
said to 'Um ar i&i, "L et's go visit Umm Ayman as the Prophet 
Hf used to visit her."

Look at the diligence of the Companions upon the Sunnah of 
the M essenger of Allah §§?. The Prophet H? used to visit Umm 
Ayman, so when the Companions buried him, they were 
diligent in establishing this sunnah, so Abu Bakr said to 'Um ar, 
"L et's go visit Umm Ayman as the Prophet used to visit 
her."

Anas said:

"p- aBI jlp  L i d L fZ  Li I4J Sflli c J j  l^Jl l i i i

[cont.] an-Nawawi (may Allaah have mercy on him) said in al-Majmu' (2/252): "The 
scholars are unanimously agreed that burial in the niche and burial in the trench 
are both permissible, but if the ground is stable and the soil will not collapse, then 
the niche is preferable, but if it is unstable and will collapse, then the trench is 
preferable."
41 Sunan Ibn Majah 1557 [Arabic: 1624]
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J 4  ^  U  ̂ J l  cJli
i_5̂  '***4~'*r J j  ^

. L%jL» j l l^ J

When we reached her she wept. They said, "Why are 
you weeping? What is with Allah is better for His 
Messenger." She said, "I know that what is with Allah 
is better for His Messenger, but I am weeping because 
the revelation from Heaven has ceased." She moved 

them to tears and they started to weep with her.44

44 Sunan Ibn Majah 1635 [Arabic: 1704]
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The Prophet m  died, but his inheritance did not die. And the 
Prophet Hf did not leave behind any dirham  or dinar, but he 
left behind a great inheritance which is shared by the believers 
until Allah inherits the Earth and those upon it.

Everyone who hopes to inherit from the Prophet I S  is able to 
do so; rather if he wants to inherit a great deal, then he is able 
to do so and no one can prevent him from that. The Prophet *11 
left knowledge.

The Prophet ilf  said:

. jAI aJli-l ilA* \yj'}  li-Sl

The scholars are the heirs of the prophets, for the 
prophets did not leave behind a dinar  or dirham ; rather
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they left behind knowledge, so whoever takes it has 
taken a great share.45

Thus if you — O my brother, O slave of Allah — want to be close 
to the M essenger of Allah H? and to be from the inheritors 
of the Prophet Hf, then upon you is to attain knowledge. Be 
diligent upon knowledge and increase your knowledge.

This is the M essenger of Allah, this is the close friend of Allah; 
he died, the chief of the M essengers, the Imam  of the pious, 
and the friend of the Lord of all that exists. Does anyone think 
that after the death of the M essenger Hf that he will live for 
eternity?! No, by the Lord of the Ka'ba! Every soul shall taste 
death.

Thus, congratulations to the one who takes a warning from 
the death of the M essenger of Allah and prepares for what 
comes after death. Congratulations to the one who is certain 
that he will surely die. He increases his actions, thus his journey 
is to the eternal paradise.

This is the Prophet who died, so how can you not take a 
lesson, O slave of Allah?! Do you not see the years quickly 
passing you by? D on't we say to our brothers or to ourselves 
when Ramadan enters, "H ow  quickly the days passed by this 
past year!" We saw Ram adan as far-off, and today it enters as 
though it was an instant from  last year. Our lives have passed 
by during the year.

One of us will say when the year goes by, "W e have increased

45 Sunan Ibn Majah 223 [Arabic: 228]
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one year in age," but in reality we have lost a year from our 
lives. Therefore, our timespan is limited; each time a day goes 
by, our lives decrease. This past year that went by, we took 
steps farther away from the worldly life and closer to the after­
life. And Allah knows best when our footsteps will end.

Maymun ibn Mahran looked in his gathering and saw elders 
and youth, so he said, "O  elders, what is anticipated when the 
crops become white?" They said, "The harvest." He looked at 
the youth and said, "O  youth, verily the crops may be affected 
by calamity before the harvest."

By Allah, by Allah, O brothers, this [is a] great affair, we must 
take heed from the death of our beloved, our Prophet and our 
Imam  H i

And there is a splendid sermon from the noble shaykh, Shaykh 
Y u suf—may Allah reward him with every good. He gave the 
Muslims consolation for their calamity, so as to lessen the 
calamities which befall them. If you become sick, O slave of 
Allah, then [know] the M essenger of Allah Hi became sick 
with severe pain. And if you lose a loved one, O slave of Allah, 
then [know] you have lost the M essenger of Allah W>, the one 
who is more beloved to you than yourself, your parents, your 
children, your family, and all the people together.

So take comfort in the death of the Messenger of Allah H i 
because whatever befalls you, the calamity of the death of the 
M essenger of Allah is greater.
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\JS~\ OU 'j*iu <cL-/2j ĵ£- A;

“cif- JLil l_£-'-*-! w * i  *-;j1-v2j ^

O people, whoever among the people or among the 
believers is stricken with a calamity, then let him 
console himself with the loss of me, for no one among 
my nation will be stricken with any calamity worse 

than my loss.46

And from the lessons of this magnificent sermon is the great­
ness of tawhid and the importance of calling to it, the importance 
of diligence in calling to it and placing it at the head of the 
affairs. The affair of tawhid should be exalted as the Prophet W  
exalted it.

The Prophet US spent his life since he was sent [as a Messenger] 
calling to tawhid until the final moment of his life. How is it 
befitting for the Muslim to belittle the affair of tawhid? How 
can the M uslim say, "W hy do you always mention taiohid? It is 
possible to teach tawhid in a day or tw o"?!

And from the lessons of this great story concerning the death 
of the Prophet is that you, O believer, believe with firm 
belief that it is obligatory upon you to make tawhid the greatest 
of your affairs. And if you are a caller to Allah, it is obligatory 
to make tawlnd the greatest affair which you call to, and do not 
get bored calling to it, because this is what the Prophet Hf was 
upon.

And from the lessons [from the Prophet's death] is the clari­

*  Sunan Ibn Majah 1599 [Arabic: 1667]
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fication of the virtue of Abu Bakr g£g, as has been previously 
mentioned. And it clarifies the virtue of Fatimah the virtue 
of 'Um ar i i i ,  and the virtue of 'Aaisha

And from the lessons is that the Prophet |§! was a human 
honored with the Message, thus he is not worshipped instead 
of Allah. And we do not believe he knows the unseen, and no 
form of worship is given to him. But he US is obeyed and not 
disobeyed and he is to be followed.

O brothers, this is a great affair which we wanted to speak 
about. And if we wanted to, we could speak about it for the 
entire year and that would not be sufficient. It contains many 
lessons for the believers. But we shall suffice with what we 
have presented in order to preserve time.

We ask Allah the Glorified and Exalted by His lofty Names and 
Attributes to honor us with truthful love of the Prophet Hf.
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