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The Essential Principles Of Social Rectification

Introduction
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Verily, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, we seek His assistance,
His guidance, and we ask Him for His forgiveness. We seek refuge
with Allah from the evil of our souls and the evil of our actions.
Whosoever Allah guides there is no one that can lead him astray.
Whosoever Allah allows to be lead astray there is no one that can guide
him. I bear witness that there is no deity in truth that has the right to
be worshipped except Allah — alone and with no partner. And I bear

witness that Muhammad is His slave and Messenget.
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“O you who believe! Fear Allaah as He should be feared, and die
not except in a state of Islam (as Muslims) with complete

submission to Allaah.” [Aal ‘Imraan 3:102]
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“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a

single person, and from him He created his wife, and from them
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both He created many men and women, and fear Allaah through
Whom you demand your mutual (rights), and (do not cut the
relations of) the wombs (kinship) Surely, Allaah is Ever an All-
Watcher over you.” [Al-Nisaa’ 4:1]
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“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allaah and fear Him,
and speak (always) the truth). He will direct you to do righteous
good deeds and will forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys

Allah and His Messenger he has indeed achieved a great
achievement.” [Al-Ahzaab 33:70-71]

As for what follows, then indeed the best of speech is the Book of
Allah and the best of guidance is the guidance of Muhammad
(Jzs4lesaedil). And the most evil of affairs are newly invented
matters, for indeed every newly invented matter is an innovation, and

evety innovation is a misguidance. And every misguidance is in the

Hellfire.

All praises are due to Allah, Who through His favor good deeds are

accomplished. This lecture of the eminent, noble and generous Scholar
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and Mufti, Shaykh 'Abdul 'Azeez Ibn 'Abdullah Ibn Baaz (may Allah
have mercy upon him) will show that those who wotk toward
rectification will have success in theit propagation effotts,
commendable results, and triumph over those who show enmity to
them; if, they follow the course of action that was exemplified by
Allah's Messengers (zs4ls44{>). This truth is apparent to anyone
who has studied and closely examined the lives and circumstances

surrounding those who have brought rectification in the past.
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Societies are in Need of Rectification

Societies, both Islamic and Non-Islamic, are in dire need of
rectification. The Islamic society in particular is in need of it. This
rectification is achieved by following the method used by the best of
the Muslim nation, the one who is the beloved of Ar-Rahman and the

purest from among His servants-our leader Muhammad Ibn Abdullah

(Isdidedfe).

It is a known fact that the essential principles of social rectification for
both Islamic and non-Islamic societies are the steps that were
implemented by the leader of the messengers, and last of the prophets;
may he receive the most excellent peace and blessings from his Lord.
These steps were also instituted by his companions beginning with the
Rightly Guided Caliphs: Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq, Umar Al-Farooq,
Uthmaan Dhun-Nurain and Ali Al-Murtada Abul Hassan as well as the
other companions that were with them. May Allah be pleased with
them all and make us from those who follow them in goodness.

It is also a well-known fact that our Prophet (JZ54igsaedi{ie) initially
implemented these principles in Makkah and then later in Al-Madinah.

The renowned imam, Maalik ibn Anas, who was the Imam of the
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people of Dar Al Hijirah of his era, and well known scholar of

jutisprudence from the Four Imams said:

Lels) lal La W) AaY) oda AS mhias

“Nothing will correct the latter part of this Ummah except that

which brought it correction initially.”

The people of knowledge from Imam Maalik's era, and those after that
time, have unanimously acknowledged this statement which means;
the principle which rectified the Ummah initially was adherence to the
Book of Allah and the Sunnah of the noble Messenger
(A5 Aiesadef{i). Therefore, this will be the determining factor in the

rectification of this Ummah until the Last Day.

Furthermore, whoever desires social rectification for an Islamic society
or any of the world's societies through means other than those applied
by the predecessors of this Ummah is mistaken and is not an advocate
of the truth. Rather, the path to human rectification and their elevation

to the cotrect path is the gradual approach that was methodically
implemented by our Prophet (ﬁ@ﬁ&;@éi&ﬁfe), and subsequently
implemented by his companions and those who follow them in virtue

until this day.
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This method of social rectification requires:

Actual regard for the Great Quran.
Actual regard for the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah
(Lalded).
Obtaining comprehension about these two soutces of
knowledge.
Clarifying for people through sound knowledge the
correct rules of belief contained in these two

foundations.

This is the design to which the Islamic society must adhere. The

Islamic society must maintain the boundaries that have been set by

Allah and His Messenger (Jasdligssfeific) and take precautions

against prohibited acts. This is to ensure that the society remains within

these boundaries.

He (Js52) has said:
«{ Cagrm Y0 & 3,28 &3 }

“These are the limits (set) by Alldh, so approach them not.”
[Al-Bagarah: 187]
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Allah has forbidden any transgression of the limits He has set for His
servants. These limits prohibit the commission of sin, and they
prohibit the servants from willfully leaving acts of worship or
disregarding legal rulings that they must uphold.

10
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The Fundamental Principle

In Social Rectification

The fundamental principle in social recdﬁéaﬁon is the meaning of the

Shahaadah: 4 Jsuw) Mae &) Y1 4} ¥ [None has the right to be

worshipped except Allah and Muhammad is the messenger of Allah].
These two statements of faith are the firm basis upon which Islam is
built.

Whoever understands and applies them and is steadfast in his
dedication to them Allah will cause this petson to aid in the
rectification of the Ummah according to the amount of his effort, skill
and available means. However, if someone totally neglects the meaning
of the two statements of the Shahaadah, ot neglects either one of them,
his efforts will be useless.

This is why the first step taken by the messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings of Allah be upon him, in propagating Islam, was to teach

people the detailed meaning of &4 ¥} 41l Y. Along with this, he taught

people how to worship Allah sincerely.

11
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Role of the Students of Religious Knowledge

After hope in Allah ($552), hope in the future leadership of this

Ummah rest with the students of Islamic knowledge. They are the men

of the future.

As they graduate from universities, it is their obligation to navigate this

Ummah with wisdom, sincerity and efficiency.

They must acknowledge and give meticulous attention to the priority
that cannot be preceded by anything — sincerity to the Tawheed of
Allah.

The students must also focus upon the conviction that Muhammad
(s4essdesiflz) is truly the messenger of Allah which carties the

obligation to follow him (Jz54l544f(w) and use his methods.
Priotity must also be given to the conviction that the Prophets’
companions wete the best of this Ummah after the Messenger of

Allaah (3zs4esdeiife).

Furthermore, only goodness and integrity is to be assumed of them.

They were the people who transmitted the Quran and the Sunnah, so

12
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it is mandatory to follow their methods with pleasure and with the

certainty that they were the best people after Prophets.

It is narrated in Sahih Al-Bukhati and Sahih Muslim on the authority
of Abdullah Ibn Masood, may Allah be pleased with him, that the

Prophet (Azs4fesad{le) said:

peisk Cndl) a5 aglsly ) o (8 (ulll) d
The best people are my generation, then those who follow

them, then those who follow them.

The companions, along with being the best people after Prophets, also
possessed varying degrees of excellence among themselves. The best
of them in terms of virtue were the Rightly Guided Caliphs, the ten
companions that were promised paradise, then the remainder of the

Companions based upon their degree of knowledge and virtue.

The student of knowledge, and the Muslim leader, must honot Allah’s
commands and His prohibitions. The fear of Allah must reside in his
heart above everything else. He should not concern himself with those
who spread lies against the truth, and against the people who place
their trust in Allah and believe what He has promised His messenget,

and every messenger before him.

13
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Allah says:
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“And those who disbelieved, said to their Messengers: Surely, we
shall drive you out of our land, or you shall return to our religion.
So their Lotd revealed to them: Truly, We shall destroy the
Zilimin (polytheists, disbelievers and wrong-doers.). And
indeed, We shall make you dwell in the land aftet them. This is
for him who fears standing before Me and also fears My
promise.” (13-14)

The student, the scholar, the teacher, and leader who possesses clear
knowledge and insight, will not be bothered by the lies of grave
worshippers or those whose religious foundation is superstitious
practices ot any other enemy of Islam no matter what type it is. Rather,
he will remain patient, strong, and firm in the field of religious

propagation.

14
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Essential Characteristics of Callers to Allah's Religion

The heart of the caller must have a consistent connection with Allah.
He must fear Him, exalted is He, and hope for His aid (Js52). Allah is

An-Naasir, and Al-Walee. He has promised to help those who help
Him.

Allah says:

£ ) 008 85 oAl 225 g 500G 3

“O believers! If you help (in the cause of) Alldh, He
will help you, and make your foothold firm.” [Surah
Muhammad: 7]

Allah says:
(O Sk ch)

“It was incumbent upon Us to help believers.” [Al-

Rum: 47]

15
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However this help is conditional upon holding fast to the religion of
Allah with faith in Him and His messenger while maintaining Al-

Istiqaamah'.

IIstiqaamah means to be upright and obedient in the religion. The following
words were taken from a translation of Shaykh Bin Baaz’s (may Allah have
mercy upon him) speech, “Persistence in Attaining Istiqaamah”:

“Istiqaamah (uprightness in the religion) is a magnificent topic. It is suitable
for every male and female believer to have a great concern for it, strive in
attaining it at all times, to ask Allah the mighty and sublime (for it) and to
implore oneself before Him requesting success in achieving it.

And you! Oh slave of Allah, it is incumbent upon you to be diligent with
regards to good, to rush towards it and cling to it. And that you beware of
evil and stay far away from it and the means and causes that bring it about.
And it is on you to beseech your lord and beg him to grant you assistance
and success (in that).

Therefore it is mandatory upon those who are responsible from the men and
women to sttive (to attain) Istiqaamah. It’s compulsory to pay heed to the
truth and act according to it in performing those obligatory duties and
forsaking the prohibited ones and the legitimacy of increasing in those
recommended acts because they strengthen and increase one’s Eeman and
remaining far from those affairs that could harm the slave even if they are
allowed or disliked.

The One free from all imperfections says:

“Verily those who say: Our Lord is Allah (Alone),” and then they
remain upright (Istiqaamah), on them the angels will descend (at the
time of theit death) (saying): “Fear not, nor grieve! But receive the glad
tidings of Paradise which you have been promised! “We have been
your friends in the life of this wotld and are (so) in the Hereafter.
Thetein you shall have (all) that your inner-selves desire, and therein
you shall have (all) you ask for. “An entertainment from (Allah), the
Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.”” 41:30-32

16
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These are the means to receiving Allah’s help.

Allah says:
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“Verily, Allah will help those who help His (Cause). Truly, Allah
is All-Strong, All-Mighty. Those (Muslim rulers) who, if We give

Meaning at the time of death, the time of resurrection and in the graves as a
favor from Allah to us.

And in Surah al-Ahgaf we read the statement of Allah the mighty and
sublime:

“Vetily those who say: Our Lotd is Allah (Alone),” and then they
remain upright and firm (Istiqgaamah), they shall have no fear nor shall
they grieve. Those shall be the dwellers of Paradise, abiding therein
forever, a reward for what they used to do.” 46:13-14

And the statement of Allah in Surah an-Nahl:
“Whoever works righteousness, whether male or female, while he is a
true believer, verily We will give him a good life and We shall certainly
pay them a reward in proportion to the best of what they used to do”

16:97

A pleasant life in the dunya and bliss in the hereafter.” Source: Salafus
~ Saalih.com

17
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them power in the land, (they) enjoin Iqamat-as-Salit, to pay the
Zakat and they enjoin Al-Ma'rGf (i.e. Islamic Monotheism and
all that Islim ordets one to do), and forbid Al-Munkar (i.e.
disbelief, polytheism and all that Islam has forbidden).” [Al-Hajj:
40-41]

Allah says
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“Alldh has promised those among you who believe, and do
tighteous good deeds, that He will certainly grant them
succession to (the present rulers) in the land, as He granted it to
those before them, and that He will grant them the authority to
practice their religion, which He has chosen for them (i.e. Islam).
And He will surely give them in exchange a safe security after
their fear (provided) they (believers) wotship Me and do not

associate anything (in worship) with Me. But whoever

18
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disbelieves after this, they are the Fisiqin (trebellious,
disobedient to Allah).” [Al-Noot: 55]

He (Js2) has promised to whoever remains upright upon faith,

proper guidance and righteous actions:

1. That He will give him succession on eatth.
2. That He will grant him the authority to practice his religion.

3. That He will grant safety and security to him and protect him from

the evil scheming of his enemies, and aid him against them.

These are among the actual results of sincetely declaring that thete is

no deity in truth worthy of worship except Allah, and having a real
commitment to the testimony that Muhammad (J54Tigsafed{io) is the

Messenger of Allah.

The commitment means honoring his (As4{safed{lz) Sunnah,
calling others to it, fulfilling its' goals and purposes and warning against

opposition to it.

Also the Sunnah clarifies the Quran and explains it and must be used

for that purpose.

19
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Allah says:
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“And We have also sent down unto you (O Muhammad) the
Dhikrt, that you may explain clearly to men what is sent down to

them, and that they may give thought.” [Al-Nahl: 44]

All sincere callers, who themselves are examples of righteousness and
want to participate in the rectification of society, must begin with the
great principles of worshipping Allah sincerely, having faith in the
messengership of Muhammad (J&s4{ess%4{l>) honoring Allah's
commandments, staying away from prohibited things as legislated by

Allah, as well as warning against opposition to these principles.

Another essential element of social rectification is to direct people to
fulfill the fundamental obligatory acts of worship such as the Salah, the
fast of Ramadhan, the payment of Zakah and the performance of Hajj.
In addition to this, prohibited acts such as shirk, evils known as minor

sins and other major sins must be avoided.

20
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The Relationship Between the Caller and People in

the Process of Social Rectification

The callers must be active in rectifying human relationships by
enjoining goodness and prohibiting evil along with reconciling
disagreements between people and warning against prohibited

religious innovations.

These measures should be taken step by step along with strong

preservation of the Shahaadah (&) Jsu) 2ase 4 ¥V 41l ) as a source of

knowledge and a coutse of action. The caller must teach this to the
people and be an example of this himself. He is a believer in the
Oneness of Allah and a devoted worshipper in compliance with His

legislation.

He takes Muhammad the Messenger of Allah (;1;34@3543&1&9) as his
leader. Furthermore, the caller must accept the Sunnah and honor it in
the way the companions honored it. The methods and requirements
of the Sunnah must be his course of action in conjunction with the

Book of Allah just as the companions did.

21
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The Companions' Application of
The Religion of Islam

The knowledge of the companions in their application of the religion
of Islam came exclusively from the Quran and Sunnah and no other

books. Additional books about the religion came after their time.

The companions and the following generations known as the Tabi’oon
derived their demeanor and their actions from the glorious Quran.
They read it, and reflected upon it with a righteous purpose: to gain
knowledge to put into practice. This was also the case regarding the
Sunnah; they would study it and memorize it to derive from it

knowledge and application.

This was the way of the companions and the succeeding generations
who followed them in virtue before the books of hadith were compiled

and before the presence of other books.

Therefore, measure your scale of value according to theirs, extract
what you need from the book of your Lotd and the Sunnah of His
Messenger (A54154545{(>) and the words of the Scholars that will aid

you in understanding the Quran and Sunnah.

22
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Be eager and determined to obtain knowledge and comprehension of
this religion so that you will have the ability to guide the society to

plant itself upon safe and secure footing.

How can you accomplish this? You must begin with yourself. Strive to
rectify your life and be competitive when it comes to the
accomplishment of good actions. Strive to be among the first people
present for the Salah, as well as every other excellent deed. Likewise,

be among those who stay far away from every evil.

Exemplify the application of the book of Allah and the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah (Jsdifessfesflz) in your actions and your
statements to your close companions, brothers, and those who aid you
in some capacity. This is the demeanor of the believer. This was how
the companions, their followers, those who followed them and all the

imams of guidance conducted themselves.

They studied the Book of Allah, applied it, read it to the people, and
taught its' meaning to them. The same is the case with the Sunnah.
Scholars teach the Sunnah to people, encourage them to hold on to it,
and understand its' rulings. The people are also advised to honor

Allah's commandments and prohibitions and to maintain the religious

23
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limitations that were set by Allah and His Messenger (Jzs4ligsaledi{le)

for as long as they live in this temporary worldly existence.

24
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Every Principle of Rectification Requires

Sincerity and Honesty

Every principle of rectification requites from those who desite it

sincerity and honesty. Calling to the Tawheed of Allah requires

sincerity and honesty that the meaning of 4 ¥I 4 Y is: There is none

to be worshipped except Allah; thete is none to be loved and adored

in this worship except Allah.

Along with this truth is the obligation to warn people against the
commission of every form of polytheism — shirk. Whether it is a major
categotry ot a minor one — just as the Messenger of Allah and his
(;’xzysﬁay.i;ﬁg}/p) companions did. This meaning becomes abundantly
clear with reflection upon the great Quran and the Sunnah.

Allah sent Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah (Jas4ligsafedfie) to
everyone on the face of earth — men, women, and the beings known

as the jinn. He (1541654 54{>) was sent to Arabs and non-Arabs. In

light of this, it is an obligation after having faith in the testimony that

Muhammad (154154 4{(2) is the Messenger of Allah to call others

1

to follow him (,’J&jgﬁ&’ojgﬁéﬁgo) just as Allah has said:

25
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“Say (O Muhammad): ‘O mankind! Verily, I am sent to you all
as the Messenger of Alldh — to Whom belongs the dominion of
the heavens and the earth. L4 ildha illa Huwa (none has the right
to be worshipped but He); It is He Who gives life and causes
death. So believe in Alldh and His Messenger (Muhammad), the
Prophet who can neither read nor write (Muhammad) who
believes in Allah and His Words, and follow him so that you may
be guided.” [Al-‘Araaf: 158]

Prior to this verse Allah says:
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“So those who believe in him (Muhammad), honor him, help
him, and follow the light (the Qut’an) which has been sent down
with him, it is they who will be successful.”” [Al-‘Araaf: 158]

The successful person is the one who follows and honors him
(J /’A\&)w@&p) maintains what he has commanded, and avoids what

he has prohibited.

However, if a person opposes following the Messenger of Allah
(As4esakesi{le) and instead follows his own vain desites and is

seduced by Shaytan, he will suffer a loss and ultimately destroy himself.

There is no power or strength except Allah's.

Principles can be numerous. Therefore, you must strive to pick only
the principles that you know are derived from the Quran and Sunnah
and call people to that. In that way, you will be following the path that
was taken by the Messenger of Allah (3 Al u;ﬁw&-.a)

27
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Different Societies Require Different

Approaches to Rectification

There are societies that are at odds with the religion of Islam and do
not have leaders who will aid you in social rectification and direction.

In this case, you should do what the Messenger of Allah
(A 4esadeiiifle) did initially in Makkah.

Invite people to the religion in a kind and friendly manner using gentle
words. Therefore, what you say to them can enter the hearts and have
an effect upon it so that the heart will have an inclination toward the

Oneness of Allah and obeying Him.

In societies where you have the ability to do so, you should cooperate
with your brothers and those who accept the method of inviting and
offering glﬁdance using means that have a gentle approach. This
method should be used until faith becomes firm in the hearts and its'

clear evidences spread between the people.

In Islamic societies where a Muslim ruler exists, you can be more active
in the enjoinment of good and the prohibition of evil. Furthermore,
you will have the ability to contact authorities about those who are

resistant if you fear that their resistance to enjoining good and

28
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forbidding evil poses a danger to the society. However, you should
continue to pursue a path that has the appropriate characteristics of

kindness, wisdom, and patience.

Allah says:

“By Al-'Asr (the time). Verily, man is in loss. Except those who
believe (in Islimic Monotheism) and do tighteous good deeds,
and recommend one another to the truth, and recommend one

another to patience.” [Al-‘Ast: 1-3]

Patience and the mutual enjoinment of the truth along with inviting
others to it are characteristics that you must possess in order to be

successful in the important duty of social rectification.
This same approach should be taken when dealing with impotrtant and

influential people whose influence could bting harm to propagations

efforts.

29
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People of distinction and high ranking such as leaders and those
belonging to ruling families whose influence could bring harm to
propagation efforts should also be advised in a way that exemplifies
good manners. This can be done in writing and by having meaningful

discussions with them.

Allah says:
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“And by the Mercy of Allah, you dealt with them gently. And
had you been severe and harsh-hearted, they would have broken

away from about you...” [Aal-Tmraan: 159]

Likewise, Allah said to Musaa and Haroon when He dispatched them
to Pharoah:

(@5 I FE GG 0350y
“And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept admonition
ot fear (Allah).” [Ta Ha: 44]

In light of this, it is an obligation upon all those who wish to achieve
what is correct and to all of the religious callers to follow this course
of action. They must remedy social problems with wisdom and finely

worded admonitions. Furthermore, they must address every person in

30
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a manner that is suitable to that individual so that they can be

successful in their mission and achieve their goal.

Two other factors that must be mentioned by religious callers and

those who desire rectification are:
1. Mutual sincerity in giving advice
2. Mutual recommendation to follow the truth

These two characteristics should be maintained and upheld whether
the caller is dealing with his collogues, close ftiends, the leader of a

society, or its' influential people.

The caller and others who aid in social rectification must exhibit
patience with harm they may have experienced at the hands of
influential people or anyone else. This is the application spoken about

in the previously mentioned Surah:
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“By Al-'Asr (the time). Verily, man is in loss. Except those who
believe (in Islimic Monotheism) and do tighteous good deeds,
and recommend one another to the truth, and recommend one

another to patience.” [Al-‘Ast: 1-3]

This application of patience must be followed because it was the
example set by the Messenger of Allah (As4liesafeiifl). Allah says to
him (J&disad{le) at the end of surah Al-Ahgaaf which was
revealed in Makkah:

z et G 2o JPTYYY ¥ P
“Therefore be patient (O Muhammad) as did the Messengers of

strong will and be in no haste about them (disbelievers)...” [Al-

Ahqaaf: 35]

Allah also says in surah Aal-Imraan which was revealed in Al-Medinah:
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“You shall certainly be tried and tested in your wealth and
properties and in your personal selves, and you shall certainly
hear much that will grieve you from those who received the
Scripture before you (Jews and Christians) and from those who
ascribe partners to Allah; but if you persevere patiently, and
become pious then verily, that will be a determining factor in all

affairs.” [Aal-Imraan: 186]

After Allah forbade taking disbelievers as advisors, consultants,

protectors, and helpers He said:
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“But if you remain patient and become pious, not the least harm
will their cunning do to you. Surely, Alldh sutrounds all that they
do.” [Aal-‘Imraan: 120]

Allah also says at the end of surah An-Nahl which was also revealed
in Al-Medinah:
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“And endure you patiently (O Muhammad), your patience is not
but from Allah. And grieve not over them (polytheists and
pagans), and be not distressed because of what they plot. Truly,
Alldh is with those who fear Him (keep their duty unto Him),
and those who are doers of good things.” [Al-Nahl: 127-128]

There are many verses of the Quran that catry this meaning. All callers
to this religion and those who work toward rectification will have
success in their propagation efforts, commendable results, and
triumph over those who show enmity to them; if, they follow the
course of acton that was exemplified by Allah's Messengers
(Js4liessesifle). This truth is apparent to anyone who has studied
and closely examined the lives and circumstances surrounding those

who have brought rectification in the past.
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I ask Allah by His beautiful names and exalted qualities that He rectify
the state of affairs of the Muslims and that He grant them
understanding of His religion.

T ask Allah to grant the achievement of evety good thing to the Muslim

rulers and rectify their inner most affairs.

I also pray that Allah give protection to all the Muslims around the
world from being led astray by trial, tribulation, obeying vain desires
and Shaytaan.

He is the Protector and the One Who is able to do that.

I ask that peace and blessing be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his

family and companions.
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