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Transliteration Table

Consonants
¢ ’ Ky d ol d &S k
o b 3 dh L t J 1
& t J r L z p m
& th B A ¢ ) O n
d j o s d gh h
h oo sh ) f 9 w
kh - $ é q % y
Vowels
Short _ a - i - u
Long C a - 1 - i
Diphthongs P aw g. ay
<73 The Mighty and Majestic.

Rk Sen The Sublime and Exalted.

Jasedfe May Allah make good mention of His Prophet in the
highest company and grant him safety in this life and

the next.
el May Allah be pleased with him.
iz May Allah show mercy to him.
Hak Peace be upon him.
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Biography of al-‘Allamah Muhammad
Aman Ibn ‘Ali Jami

His Name and Place of Birth

His name was Muhammad Aman Ibn ‘Ali Jami ‘Ali. His
agnomen was Aba Ahmad.

He was born in Ethiopia in the city of Harar, in the town of
Taga Tab.

He was born in the year 1349H, according to his official
papers.

His Studies in Ethiopia

The Shaykh grew up in the town of Taga Tab, and that is
where he learned the noble Quran. Once he completed the
Qur’an, he began to study the books of Figh according to the
school of thought of Imam al-ShafiT (&4z5). He also studied
the Arabic language in the town of Taga Tab with Shaykh

Muhammad Amin al-Harari.

Then he left his town, as was the practice of the people of that
region, and he travelled to another town where he met with
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Karim, who would become his companion in
his search for knowledge and his migration to Saudi Arabia.
The bonds of Islamic brotherhood developed between the two
of them.

The two of them would go to a Shaykh called Shaykh Miisd
and they studied with him Nadhm al-Zubd of Ibn Raslan. Then

5|Page



The Structure Of The Muslim Family

they studied the text of al-Minhaj with Shaykh Abadir, and
they learned a number of branches of knowledge in this town.

They had a strong desire to travel to the blessed land of
Makkah to learn and perform the obligation of Hajj. So they
departed from Ethiopia and left for Somalia where they
boarded a ship, which was headed to Aden. During this trip

they were faced with hardships and dangers both on sea and
land.

[Once in Yemen] they walked to al-Hudaydah on foot. And
this is where they fasted the month of Ramadan.

Then they travelled to Saudi Arabia and they passed by
Samitah and Abii ‘Arish, [where they waited] until they
received permission to enter Makkah. All of this was done on
foot.

When they were in Yemen, some of the Shaykhs residing
there warned them against the Salafi call, which they referred
to as al-Wahabiyah.

His Studies in Saudi Arabia

After the Shaykh performed the obligation of Hajj in the year
1369H, he started to seek knowledge in the circles of learning
held in the vicinity of al-Masjid al-Haram. He benefited from
the noble Shaykh ‘Abd al-Razzaq Hamzah (£i#i%5), the noble
Shaykh ‘Abd al-Haqq al-Hashimi (&425), the noble Shaykh
Muhammad ‘Abdullah al-Somali (%) and others.
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Whilst in Makkah he became acquainted with his eminence
Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn Baz (£iz5) and he accompanied him
in his journey to Riyadh upon the opening of Islamic
Educational institute. This was during the early seventies
[according to the Islamic calendar].

Among his classmates during his secondary studies at the
Educational Institute was Shaykh ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-‘Abad and
Shaykh ‘Ali Ibn Mahna, who was previously a judge in the
higher court in Madinah.

He regularly attended the various circles of knowledge in
Riyadh. He benefitted immensely from the previous Mufti, the
Jurist, who was grounded in the principles of jurisprudence,

Shaykh al-‘Allamah Muhammad Ibn Ibrahim Al al-Shaykh

(£4z5) and he was affected by him.

He also stuck closely to the noble Shaykh ‘Abd al-Rahman al-
Afriqi (8425), as well as Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn Baz (&iiz5),
and he benefitted from his vast knowledge and noble
character.

In Riyadh, he also took knowledge from the noble Shaykh
Muhammad al-Amin al-Shanqgiti (&#4%5) and the noble
Shaykh, and scholar of hadith, Hammad al-Ansar7 (5iiz5).

He was also influenced greatly by Shaykh ‘Abd al-Razzaq
‘Afifi, even in his style of teaching, just as he benefitted from
Shaykh al-‘Allamah ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Sa'di (#iz5), as they
would communicate with one another by letter, bearing in
mind that he did not study with Shaykh al-Sa‘di (&xz5).
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He also learned from Shaykh al-‘Allimah Khalil al-Harras

(£225) and was influenced by him, and he benefitted from the
noble Shaykh ‘Abdullah al-Qaraw (54z5).

His Academic Qualifications

He finished his secondary education at the educational
institute in Riyadh and then he joined the college of Shari‘ah
where he obtained his degree in the year 1380H
(corresponding to 1961CE).

He then attained his Master’s degree in Shariah at the
University of Punjab in the year 1974; and he went on to
achieve his doctorate at Dar al-‘Uliim in Cairo.

The Scholars’ Praise for him

In a letter written by the former Mufti of Saudi Arabia, Al-
‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Ibn Baz ({fiz5), dated
9/1/1418, no. 64, he said about Shaykh Muhammad Aman,

“He is someone well-known to me for
knowledge, virtue, correct creed, zeal in calling
to Allsh (J&%=.) and warning against
innovations and misguidance. May Allah
forgive him, allow him to dwell in the spacious
gardens of paradise and make his offspring
upright. And may He gather us, you and him in
His noble abode. Verily, He is all hearing and
Near.”
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Al-‘Allimah Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan wrote in a letter dated
3/3/1418H,

“Shaykh Muhammad Aman as I knew him:
Verily, the students that possess the
miscellaneous types of advanced degrees are
many. However, very few of them benefit from
their knowledge and are benefitted from.

Shaykh Muhammad Aman is among the few
scholars who have utilized their knowledge and
their efforts to benefit the Muslims and call them

to Allah upon knowledge.

He did this through his lessons at the Islamic
University, at the Prophet’s Masjid and during
his travels to the other Islamic countries and
inside of the Kingdom itself. [On these
journeys] he delivered lessons and lectures in the
different regions, calling to Tawhid and
propagating the correct Islamic creed, directing
the youth to the methodology of the rightly
guided predecessors and warning them against
the destructive principles and misguided calls.

Whoever does not know him personally should
acquaint themselves with him through his
beneficial books and numerous tapes, which
contain a great amount of the immense
knowledge and great benefit that he possessed.”
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Al-‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Abd al-Muhsin al-‘Abad, a teacher at the
Prophet’s masjid, said,

“I knew Shaykh Muhammad Aman al-Jami as a
student in the Educational Institute in Riyadh
and then as a teacher in the Islamic University
of Madinah, at the secondary level and then
University level.

I knew him to possess sound creed and the
correct methodology. He had great concern for

- clarifying the creed of the Salaf and warning
against innovations in his lessons, lectures and
written works. May Allah forgive him, have
mercy upon him and grant him an immense
reward.”

Al-‘Allamah Shaykh ‘Umar Ibn Muhammad Fallatah (£2z5), a
teacher at the Prophet’s Masjid and former head of department
at Dar al-hadith, wrote in a letter dated 8/2/1417,

“In general, he (&225) was truthful in his speech

and ardent in his ascription to the Madhhab of

Ahl al-Sunnah. He was determined in his call to

Allah through his speech and actions. He was

mindful with his tongue, powerful in his

clarification, and quick to become angry if the

laws of Allah were transgressed.
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The gatherings he held in the Prophet’s Masjid,
his books that he would distribute, and his
travels that he partook in all speak on his behalf.

I accompanied him on a journey and he was an
excellent friend! And he accompanied al-
‘Allimah Muhammad al-Amin al-Shanqiti
(7425), the author of Adwa al-Bayan and other
works, on a journey and he was also an excellent

companion for him as well.

Journeys expose the true nature of men. He
would not indulge in flattery, he would not be
hypocritical, he would not argue nor would he

debate.

If he possessed the proof, then he would exclaim
it but if it contradicted what he held, then he
would adopt it and return to it. This is the
behavior of the believers, as Allah (Ju5;%\:%) said
in His Book,

§CAW P | P AN Ky
{’,n\.a..l’ "'T[’.iw,j&jw” )Sjéuié&.

“The only statement of the [true] believers
when they are called to Allah and His
Messenger to judge between them is that
they say, "We hear and we obey." And those
are the successful.” [Al-Nir: 51]
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I call upon Allah (J&5%5:2) as a witness to the
fact that he (&iz5) fulfilled amply his
responsibility in serving the religion and
spreading the Sunnah of the leader of the
Messengers. And he encountered a great deal of
harm and faced a great deal of deception and

trickery.

However, he was not dissuaded from this nor
was he alarmed until he met Allzh. The last
words he spoke were the testimony: None has
the right to be worshipped except Allah and
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah.”

Al-‘Allimah Shaykh Muhammad Marziiq al-Banna
(#4%5) said about him,

“He was upon the best of that which we love
from good manners, sound creed and good
companionship. I ask Allah to bestow upon him
His mercy, to grant him His vast abode of
paradise and to gather us as brothers, facing one
another on thrones.”

Some of his Books and Works

The Shaykh authored several books and delivered many
lectures and classes, which were transcribed and published

before and after his death.
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Below is a list of some of his most famous and highly regarded

works:

Al-Sifat al-Ilahiyah Fi al-Kitab Wa al-Sunnah al-
Nabawiyah Fi Daw al-Ithbat Wa Tanzih

This was one of the most beneficial books that the
Shaykh authored.

Adwa ‘Ald Tariq al-Da'wah Ild al-Islam

This book contains a number of lectures, which
explain the Salafi creed, and a discussion about the call
in Africa. It also mentions the problems of the call and
callers in this present time while providing suitable
solutions to these problems. It also contains a
refutation of the Siifis.

Al-Muhadarah al-Difa‘iyah *An al-Sunnah al-
Muhammadiyah

This was originally a lecture that he delivered in
Sudan in 1383H. In this lecture he refuted the heretic
Mahmiid Taha.

Hagqigat al-Dimugratiyah Wa Annaha Laysat Min al-
Islam

Hagigat al-Shiird Fi al-Islam

Al-"Aqidah-al-Islamiyah Wa Taritkhuha
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The Shaykh has numerous audio recordings where he explains
a number of the classical texts of Islamic creed. A number of
these explanations have been transcribed. May Allih facilitate
the accurate transcription of the remaining lessons.

Some of his Students

1. Dr. Rabi' Ibn Hadi al-Madkhali

2. Shaykh Zayd Ibn Hadf al-Madkhalt

3. Dr. ‘Ali Ibn Nasir al-Faqthi

4. Shaikh ‘Abd al-Qadir Ibn Habib Allzh al-Sind
5. Dr. Salih Ibn Sa'd al-Suhaymi

His Death

On Wednesday morning, the 26" of Sha‘ban 1416H, he passed
away (£iz5). The funeral prayer was prayed after Dhuhr and
he was buried in the Baqi' al-Ghargad in the city of Madinah.
A larger number of people attended his funeral, among them
were scholars, judges, students of knowledge and people from
various walks of life.
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Publisher’s Note

In the Name of Allah, The Most Merciful, The Beneficent

All praise is for Allah, Lord of the worlds. Peace and blessings
be upon Muhammad, his family, his companions and all those
who follow in their footsteps until the Last Day.

In the reader’s hand is the translation of the book ‘Nidham Al-
Usrah Fi al-Islam’ by the noble Shaykh Muhammad Aman al-
Jami.

This was originally a lecture that was delivered by the Shaykh,
and then transcribed and published as a booklet.

We are delighted to have the opportunity to present the
English speakers with a book that tackles such an important
subject especially when, in the West, many of our
communities are welcoming new Muslims into their midst

daily.

Hopefully, after studying this book the reader will understand
that both the husband and wife have certain tasks and
responsibilities that they are accountable for; and if these roles
are reversed or either partner acts negligently, then this could
cause the marriage to end in failure and despair.
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The following has been added:

1.

11.

iii.

iv.

vi.

vii.

viii.

iX.

Intro 1: A Piece of Golden Advice to the Two Spouses by

Shaykh Albani.

Intro 2: The Obligation of Treating the Wife Fairly and
Compassionately by Shaykh Albani.

Intro 3: A Person’s Character is Exposed in the Home.

Intro 4: Examples of How the Famous People of the Past
Used to Raise Their Children and Interact with Their

Families.
A Biography of the Author.

Additional footnotes; and these can be recognized by the
symbol [TN].

Appendix 1: Rulings Pertaining to Maintaining the Wife
by Shaykh Salih Al-Fawzan.

Appendix 2: The Importance of Picking a Righteous
Spouse.

Appendix 3: Who is the Wali (guardian) of the Sister who
Does Not Have Any Muslim Family? Shaykh Salih Al-

Fawzan.
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Intro 1
A Piece of Golden Advice to the Two Spouses
Shaykh “‘Allamah Albani
Taken from his book “Adab Al-Zafaf* (206-214)

In closing I advise the two spouses:

1. To act obediently to Allah, enjoin this upon one another and
to follow the laws of Allah that are found in the Book and the
Sunnah. They should never give precedence to anything (over
what is found in the Book and the Sunnah) regardless of
whether this is the culture that has dominated the people,
something inherited due to blind following or a school of

thought that they follow.

Allah, the Most High said:

Arr 20
“

DT A SR O A S 5 i S
A IR T Y2t e LA 7,
£ () Gl 5 35 33,425,855 2

“It is not for any believing man or woman, if Allah and
His Messenger have decreed a matter that they should
have any option in their decision. And whoever
disobeys Allah and His Messenger, he has indeed strayed
in a plain error.” [Al-Ahzab: 36]

2. That both of them perform and fulfil the rights and obligations
that Allah has made compulsory upon them as
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it pertains to the other partner. The wife should not demand
to receive exactly the same rights that belong to the husband,
and the husband should not use the authority or leadership that
Allah has graced him with as an opportunity to oppress her and
beat her unjustly.

Allah, the Mighty and Majestic said:
(@ te it i g o it L o e dsy

“And they (women) have rights similar (to those of their
husbands) over them to what is reasonable, but men
have a degree (of responsibility) over them. And Allah
is All-Mighty, All-Wise.” [Al-Baqarah: 228]

And He said:

v 47 > 2 4T 2 7 < - el s 27 A u,
L..»)@»JO o i»j/—wl:.ig//\ é;.\)gd \}

P &2 s A, }{/‘;f A4 5//571 .-
R TN T PORGESIC R R NS
z 4, 1 /o,cw sz /,/ /%} ,:, 70
{@ fe=tie K

“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,
because Allah has made one of them to excel the other,
and because they spend (to support them) from their
means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly
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obedient (to Allah and to their husbands), and guard in
their husband’s absence what Allah orders them to
guard (e.g. their chastity, their husband's property,
etc.). As for those women on whose part you see ill
conduct, admonish them (first). Then refuse to share
their beds, (and lastly) beat them (lighly, if it is useful),
but if they return to obedience, seek not against them
means (of annoyance). Surely, Allah is Ever Most High,
Most Great.” [Al-Nisa: 34]

If the two spouses understand the significance of this and act
appropriately, Allah will allow them to live a pleasant life. They
will live, for as long as they live, blissfully and happily.

Allah, the Mighty and Majestic said:
Lo 8%r 22z 28 S 2

KA AR S S
b A ols ae 52 05151 S Wbl Lt

Le
Ar % 28%r it 2o 0L

OIS P e Jeigiers (it

“Whoever works righteousness, whether male or
female, while he (or she) is a true believer (who
worships Allah alone). Verily, to him We will give a
happy, pleasant life, and We shall pay them certainly a
reward in proportion to the best of what they used to
do (i.e. Paradise in the Hereafter).” [Al-Nahl: 97]

. It is essential that the woman obey her husband as much as she
can when he commands her. As this is a station that Allzh has
granted to the men as mentioned in the two previous verses:
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£ Je 55 5y 3

“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women.”

(@it iaony
“But men have a degree (of responsibility) over them.”

There are many authentic ahadith that emphasize this point
and explain the reward (the woman will receive) if she obeys
her husband and the punishment in store for her if she disobeys
him. It is necessary to mention a few of them as a reminder to
the women of our time.

Allah, the Most High said:

“Remind one another, as the reminder benefits the
believers.”

First Hadeeth

“It is not permissible for a woman who believes in Allah
and the last day to fast when her husband is present
except with his permission, and this does not apply to
Ramadan. Nor should she allow anyone to enter his

»l

house without his consent.

! Bukhari (4/242-243), Muslim (3/91), Abii Dawud (1/385) and
[TN] the Shaykh mentions other sources.
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Second Hadeeth

“If a man calls his wife to have relations and she refuses,
and he spends the night angry with her, then the angels
will curse her until morning. (In one narration): Until
she responds to him. (In another narration): Until he is
happy with her.”

Third Hadeeth

“By Him in whose Hand is the soul of Muhammad, the
woman will not fulfil the rights of her Lord until she
fulfils the rights of the husband. Even if he was to
request to have relations with her whilst she was sitting
on a camel’s saddle, she should not refuse.”

Fourth Hadeeth

“A woman does not harm her husband in this world
except that his wife from the large eyed Al-Hiir Al-1n
[women of paradise] says: ‘Do not harm him; may Allah

' Bukhari (4/241) and Muslim (4/157), Abii Dawud (1/334),
Ad-Darimi (2/149-150) and Ahmad (2/255). [TN] The
Shaykh explains in depth the references for the various
wordings.

? Al-Sahihah (173).
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kill you. He is only in your company as a passing guest,
and he will soon depart from you and come to us.”

Fifth Hadeeth

Husain Ibn Mihsan who said my paternal aunt said:

“I had a situation so I went to the Messenger of Allah.
So he said: You there; are you married? I responded:
Yes. He then enquired: How do you treat your
husband? I said: I do not fall short except in what I have
no capability to do. He said: Look how you treat him

because he is your paradise and your fire.”

Sixth Hadeeth

“If the woman prays the five daily prayers, guards her
private parts and obeys her husband; she may enter
paradise through whichever gate she chooses.”

! Tirmidhi (2/208), Ibn Majah (1/621) and [TN] the Shaykh
mentions some other references and details.

? Ibn Aba Shaybah (7/47), Ibn S'ad (8/459), An-Nasa1 in
‘Ishratah al-Nisa and Ahmad (4/341). [TN] The Shaykh
mentions some other sources and declares that this hadeeth is

Sahih.

> This hadeeth is Hasan or Sahih; it has many chains of
narrations.
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Intro 2
The Obligation of Treating the Wife Fairly and
Compassionately
Shaykh “‘Allamah Albani
Taken from his book “Adab Al-Zafaf® (197-205)

It is obligatory upon the husband to treat his wife kindly and
to show her leniency by allowing her to enjoy those things
that Allah has made permissible, especially if she is young in
age. There are many Ahadith that stress this:'

1. His Saying (Jasakdi{le):

“The best of you are those who are best to his family;

and I am the best amongst you to my family.”

K1

2. His Saying (#z5.%4{l>) during the farewell sermon:

“Take good care of the women. Verily they are captives
under your supervision, and you do not own of them

' [TN] Some people run their households like they are the drill
sergeant of a miniature boot camp, and they believe that
smiling or showing affection and compassion are signs of
weakness. Hopefully, this type of person will realize and rectify
their mistakes when they see the warmth and satisfaction
present in the home of the Prophet.

? Al-Silsilah As-Sahihah (285).
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any more than that unless they commit a blatant evil. If
they do that, then abandon their beds, beat them lightly
and if they obey you then do not transgress against
them. You have rights upon your wives and your wives
have rights upon you. From your rights upon your
wives is that they should not commit any act of
impropriety and they should not allow anyone that you
dislike to enter your house; and from their rights upon

»1

you is that you clothe and feed them adequately.
3. His Saying (ol

“No believing male should hate a believing female. If he
sees a characteristic that he dislikes, then he will like
another.”

g

4. His saying (Josakiifle) :

“The most complete of the believers in faith are those
that have the best manners; and the best amongst them
are those that are best to their family.”

5. Upon the authority of ‘A’ishah that:

! Al-Trwa (2090).
> Muslim (4/178).

* Al-Silsilah As-Sahihah (284).
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“On the day of ‘Eid, the Messenger of Allah (Jz5.k5z)
called me and I found that the Ethiopians were playing
in the Masjid with their spears. He said: Oh fair skinned
girl; would you like to watch them? I said: Yes. So he
positioned me in a way that I was behind him and he
lowered his shoulders so that I could see. I placed my
chin on his shoulder and my face was leaning against
his cheek. I was looking over his shoulder. He said:
Carry on children of Arfidah (i.e. the Ethiopians).
When I became bored he asked: is that enough? I
replied in the affirmative and he told me to leave. I was
only a girl, and you can imagine how a small, young
girl is fond of playing. She said: “Umar appeared and
the people and children began to disperse. The Prophet
(Jzsa55f) said: The devils from amongst the Humans
and the Jinn fled from “Umar. ‘A’ishah said that the
Prophet said: This should let the Jews know that our
religion allows you to enjoy yourself.”

6. Upon the authority of ‘A’ishah that:

1

“Upon the Prophet’s (dsfd{le) return from the
expedition of Tabiik or Khaybar, she had a cupboard
that was covered by a curtain. The wind blew the

' Bukhari, Muslim, Al-Nasa1, Al-Tayalisi, Ahmad and others.
Some narrations have additions not present in the other
narrations. [TN] I sufficed by translating certain versions of
this narration.
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curtain and revealed some of her dolls. He inquired: O
‘A’ishah; what is this? She responded: These are my girly
dolls. He saw that there was a horse with two wings
made out of leather. He said: What is this that I see
amongst them? She replied: A horse with two wings.
He said (surprisingly): A horse with two wings? She
said: T heard that Sulaiman had a horse with wings.
When he heard this he started to laugh until I saw his

» 1

molar teeth.

7. Upon the authority of ‘A’ishah:

When she was young she accompanied the Messenger
of Allah upon a journey. She said: “At that point in time
I 'was not carrying a lot of weight and my body was not
fully developed. He said to his companions: Go on
ahead. Then he said: Let us race. We raced and I beat
him. On another occasion I accompanied him on a
journey, and he said to his companions: go on ahead.
He said: let us race. My body had developed and I
gained weight; so I said: How can I race you like this?
He said: Come, let us begin. So we raced and he was
victorious. He laughed and said: This triumph was for
the last race.”

! Abii Dawiid, An-NasaT, with an authentic chain, and Ibn
‘Adi.

2 Irwa (1497).
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8. “If the Messenger of Allah (dusuk4fle) was brought
something to drink, I would drink from it, even though I
was menstruating, and then he would take the vessel and
place his mouth where mine had been. If I ate from a leg
of meat, he would eat from the place where my mouth had
been.”

9. The Messenger of Allah (Jasak{le) said:

“Every matter that does not entail remembering Allah
is amusement, fruitless and wasted except for four
things: A man playing with his wife, disciplining the
horse, walking between the two targets and teaching
someone how to swim.”

' Muslim (1/ 168-169).

? Al-Silsilah As-Sahihah (309).
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Intro 3
A Person’s Character Is Exposed in the Home'

On the authority of ‘A’ishah that the Prophet ({z54%4{k>) said:

“The best of you is the best to his family and I am the
best amongst you to my family.”

Reported by Tirmidhi (3895) and by Ibn Majah (1977) on the
authority of Ibn ‘Abbas. It has been authenticated by Shaykh
Albani Al-Silsilah Al-Sahihah (285). It is also reported with the
wording:

“The most complete of the believers in faith is the best of them
in character and the most excellent of you is the most excellent
to their women in character.”

Reported by Tirmidhi (1162) from the hadeeth of Abu
Hurairah and by Ibn Majah from the hadeeth of ‘Abdullah Ibn
‘Amr. It has been authenticated by Shaykh Albani in Al-
Silsilah Al-Sahihah (284).

This is a tremendous hadeeth but the majority of the people do
not recognize its virtue. Due to the fact that the woman is
weak, the man is tested with her because if someone has a
tyrannical and haughty nature, then it will be revealed when
he deals with those under his authority. When he deals with
those whom he can control his wicked behavior (will be

visible).

' Al-Akhlaq al-Hasanah, p. 74-82.
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Whoever has a despicable character, little dignity and no
mercy then this will appear in his dealings with those who are
weak. Rather, treating the weak unjustly is the way of the
weak. If they truly had a strong, tough character, then they
would not treat those deserving of mercy harshly. That is why
whosoever controls himself when interacting (with the weak)
then their excellence is evident. MubarakfurT said in ‘Tuhfah
Al-Ahwadh (4/273) when explaining the last wording of the
above hadith:

“The women deserve to be shown mercy because of
y
their weakness.”

Some found difficulty in understanding what it meant by "the
best of you" as is mentioned in the hadeeth. Al-Sindi said in
his footnotes:

“It is possible that it will be facilitated for such a person to
perform the rest of the righteous deeds until he becomes
outstanding in all areas. And Allah knows best.”

This is a brief explanation of the sentence ‘the best of you’. As
for a detailed explanation, then Shawkani said in his book
‘Nayl Al-Awtar’ (6/360):

“This is pointing to the fact that the best people and those most
worthy of this description are those who treat their family the
best. Surely, the family deserves the most to be happy, to be
treated with good manners and kindness, and to be protected
from harm and provided with what benefits them. So, if the
man fits this description, then he is the best of people; and if
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on the other hand he acts contrary to this, then he is in the
realms of evil.

You frequently see people falling into this trap. So you see a
man, when he is with his family he has one of the worst
characters, he is stingy and mean and shows them little
kindness. However, when he meets others he is gentle, shows
good character, is joyful and does a lot of good. There is not a
shadow of doubt that this type of person is deprived of success
and has deviated from the straight path. We ask Allah for the
well-being.”

I intentionally quoted the words of (Shawkani) because it is a
magnificent piece of advice that he directed to the husbands
and fathers, many of whom have proven to be extremely
negligent concerning what was highlighted by the (Prophet)
who does not speak from his desires. This should remove any
obscurity about the meaning of ‘the best of you’.

How many times do you find that a man is generous and kind
at work when intermingling with his peers but if he goes
home he is stingy, rude and frightful, even though the most
deserving of people of his generosity and his righteousness is
his family!

Verily, the relatives are the first to be shown good, as it is said.
His family are the most deserving of his mercy, his good
conduct, his patience and for him to overlook their faults and
handle their mistakes with the wisdom and the perseverance
that he uses with other than them.
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If it is difficult to understand how the best of people to their
family are deemed to be the best amongst them, then here is
an explanation that solves — by the Will of Allah — any
misunderstanding: the reality of a person is revealed in the
home more than it is revealed outside, and this is an
undisputable, absolute principle.

The underlying reason for this is that a person could always
pretend to have good character outside of the house because it
is only a small period of time that he will be in the presence of
other people outside the house. So he is with someone for half
an hour, another for an hour and with a third for less than that
or maybe more.

When in their presence he is able to be friendly with a phony
character and a fake personality that does not project his true
self, as is done by some workmen and employees who try to
pretend that they have a good character and manners, and they
portray that they never breach the code of conduct or act

stupidly.

But it is impossible for him to keep up this front forever in his
own home because his patience will run out and when it does,
he will return back to his normal self, just as the famous saying
goes: the true character will always prevail.

However, they are able to pretend for limited periods of time
as is also done by some sinners. You find that if they desired to
propose to a woman, they would mix and deal with them for
a certain amount of time. Both of them would be on their best
behavior and they would hide their shortcomings. If Allah
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decreed for them to get married, then both of them would
expose their true personalities. The majority of them who get
married in this strange westernized manner, which is foreign
to the Islamic approach, find that their marriage is based upon
treachery and deceit. For this reason the divorce rate is
alarmingly high amongst those who go down that path.

That is why a person's true character should be looked for in
the house. There his softness is noticeable from his harshness,
and his generosity from his stinginess, and his perseverance
from his hastiness. How does he treat his mother and his father?
There is so much disrespect being shown to the parents in this
eral How does he treat his blood brothers? There is a great level
of harshness in this era!

All of this should be examined because living together (under
one roof) lets people get to know one another. Analyze
yourself in your home. And how is your patience with your
children? How is your patience with your spouse? How do
you handle the household responsibilities? As how can the
individual who fails to supervise and lead his house properly be
suitable for leading this nation? This is the way to understand
the statement of the Prophet’s saying: '

“The best of you is the best to his family.”

It is found that when people are outside of their homes they
observe good manners with one another because this small
amount of intermingling builds a barrier of respect and
reverence but too much mixing breaks this barrier. So if the
barrier is broken between a person and their friend, then they
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will be more frank than before; and every time he is frank he
will be closer to revealing his true self and reality.

The hadeeth narrated by ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Amr is similar to the
hadeeth under discussion here; he said that the Prophet
(Jzsaediile) said:

“The best companions before Allh are the best of them to their
companion; and the best of neighbors before Allah are the best

of them to their neighbor.”

Reported by Tirmidhi (1944) and authenticated by Shaykh
Albani.

Due to the fact that a person’s companions and neighbors are
similar to his family in the sense of mixing, companionship and
what they witness of his personal affairs, then him being
considered as the best companion results from the patience he

demonstrated throughout the history they have with one
another.

His companions and neighbors would never praise him unless
they experienced from him the best mannerisms and the best
companionship. Therefore, it returns back (to the principle
mentioned earlier) that there is no way to know the reality of
a person until after dealing with them on close terms for a long
time; and no one will witness their character like their family,
neighbor and close friend.

There are some people who are shy, have a weak personality
and have little patience tolerating any harm, so they live
withdrawn from the society and people think him to be
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modest, gullible, generous, and quiet; and they think that he
never backbites and could not possibly oppress a soul.
Whereas, when he is in his home and in the presence of those
whom he is familiar with he is very harsh. Nothing prevented
him from showing his true colors except his spinelessness
when he meets with strangers.

His alienation from the people causes him to be ruder and
harsher. It is near impossible to recognize the real character of
this type of person except in the house or during testing
circumstances such as a journey, which normally reveals a
person’s true character or a business transaction, which arouses
a person’s desires or living next to somebody, as has been
explained.

That is why Kharashah Ibn Hurr said:

“A man issued a testimony in front of ‘Umar Ibn Al-
Khattab. So he (Umar) said to him: I don't know you,
and it does not harm you that I don’t know you. Bring
someone who knows you. Upon that, 2 man from
amongst the crowd said: I know him. So he (‘Umar)
said: What do you know about him? He said: I know
him to be just and upright.

‘Umar said: Is he your closest neighbor whom you
know how he spends his night and his day, and when
he comes and goes? The man said: No I am not. So he
(‘Umar) said: Have you done any business transactions
with him that involves dinars and dirhams that can be
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used to judge his piety? He said: No I have not! ‘Umar
said: Have you accompanied him upon a journey, as this
can be used to judge his character? He said: No I have
not. Umar said: Therefore, you don’t know him. Then
he said to the man: Bring to me someone who knows

”

you.

Reported by Ibn Abii Dunya in "Al-Sams" (603) and Al-
‘Uqayli in ‘Al-Du‘afa (3/454) and Al-Bayhaqi (10/125) and
others. The author of ‘Subul Al-Salam’ mentioned that Ibn
Kathir graded it hasan in al Irshad. Also Al-‘Ajlani declared
this narration hasan in ‘Kashf Al-Khaf@ (1/549). As for the
breakage in the chain of narrators that was pointed out by the
individual that checked ‘As-Samt’ that was printed by Dar Al-
Kitab Al-*Arabi, then this is absent in the narration reported by
the other than Ibn Aba Dunya.

Clearly, this is an amazing hadeeth; and we do not find any
definition amongst the psychologists and intellectuals who
specialize in ethics, no matter what degrees they acquire, for
this human temperament, which the Prophet (daaksifiz)
informed us of.

It may take mankind a lifetime and all sorts of attempts to
arrive at some of the regulations of noble manners. Possibly,
they may never arrive at anything (truthful) and may only
come across policies and regulations that oppose the human
disposition, but the unlettered Prophet summarized for
mankind the truth in one sentence just like this hadeeth, if only
they comprehend.
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None of the creation has been guided to this matter except the
Messenger (Jz54%4{{>) because his words are revelation from
Allah, the Most High. This is one of the signs that prove the
truthfulness of his Prophethood.
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Intro 4
Examples of How the Righteous People of the Past Used
to Raise Their Children and Interact With Their
Families
Taken from the Book “Narrations of the Salaf® (273-274)
Zakariyah Ibn Ghulam Al-Bakistani

Zayd Ibn Aslam narrated upon his father that ‘Umar Ibn Al-
Khattab used to pray the night prayer for as long as Allah had
decreed for him. When the last part of the night arrived he
would wake his family saying: ‘The Prayer! The Prayer! And
he would recite the verse:

§{ platalsizh
“And command your family to pray.” [Taha: 132]'

o ‘Uthmin Al-Hatimi said: “I heard Ibn ‘Umar say to a man:
‘Discipline your children because you will be asked: How did
you discipline your child? What did you teach them?”?

e Thabit Ibn ‘Ubaid said:

93

“Zayd Ibn Thabit was the most joyful of people to his family.

' Al-Tahajjud Wa Qiyam Al-Layl (30).
> Al-Shu‘ab (8295)

> Al-Shu‘ab (7852)
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e Sufyan Ibn ‘Uyainah said: “I heard Abéi Sana Darrar Ibn
Murrah say:

“Today I milked the animals and provided my family with
water to drink. It used to be said: The best of you are the most
beneficial of you to your families.”

o Salih, the son of Ahmad Ibn Hanbal, said:

“Whenever a righteous, pious man who wasn’t tempted by the
beauties of this world came to visit, my father would send for
me so that I could see them. He loved for me to be like them.”

o Al-Hasan (Al-Basri) said:

“May Allah have mercy upon the one who admonishes
themselves and their family by saying: ‘Oh my family; your
prayer! Your prayer! Your Zakah! Your Zakah! Your
neighbors! Your neighbors! Your poor and needy! Your Poor
and needy!” Hopefully Allzh will have mercy upon you on the
day of Judgement.

Verily Allah praised the slave who behaves like this; He said:

{.} ,/44;_)“0( ){)b-)‘l.,aﬂ:,m Q( }

" Al-Shu‘ab (7855)

2 Al-Siyar (12/530)
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“And he used to command his family to pray and give
the Zakah, and his Lord was pleased with him.”
[Maryam: 55]”

e Sufyan Al-Thawri said:

“It is proper for a man to force his child to acquire knowledge
because he will be asked about this.”

' Al-Iyal (1/506)

* Al-Siyar (7/273)
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Author’s Introduction

Seeking the aid of Allah alone; I begin by saying:

There are numerous avenues and different methods of calling
to Islam. One method is to arrange conferences and seminars
where the Muslim clerics and scholars can meet to address the
problematic current affairs. They can also use this as an
opportunity to refute the doubts that have been raised about
Islam and the Islamic creed.

Also they can explain the religious rulings that the people are
in need of for their daily routines — and how many people need
this — so that the people can properly understand their worldly
and religious duties. In order to allow the people to exit from
darkness into the light, all of this should be in accordance to
the guidance of the Book and the Sunnah, as there is no way
to leave the darkness of ignorance and pre-Islamic behavior
except by the understanding the Book and the Sunnah.

This was the task of the Messengers of Allah (may the peace
and blessings be upon them) from the first of them Niih to the
last of them Muhammad. Allah, the Most High clarified the
task of the Prophet and the task of his followers when he
addressed His noble Prophet, Muhammad (Jzss4{() saying:

b /u/;// &2 e73C
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“O Prophet! Verily, We have sent you as witness, and a
bearer of glad tidings, and a warner; and as one who
invites to Allah [to worship none but Allah Alone] by
His Leave, and as a lamp spreading light (through your
instructions from the Qur’an and the legal ways of the
Prophet). Announce to the believers (in the Oneness of
Allah and in His Messenger Muhammad) the glad

tidings that they will have from Allah a Great Bounty.”
[Al-Ahzab: 45-47]

These three verses in surah Al-Ahzab explain the task of the
noble Prophet, Muhammad (J&.£4{(=) and the task of his
followers; and their job is to call the people to Allah upon
knowledge and understanding.

‘!‘/,u FaR td 'l
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“Say (O Muhammad): "This is my way; I invite unto

Allzh with sure knowledge, I and whosoever follows
me.” [Yusef: 108]

Allah placed upon His prophet the responsibility of calling the
people to this universal message which is not only specific to
his people, as was the case of the Messengers before him.
Instead, this message was for the whole of mankind.

{ B0 AT T
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“And We have not sent you (O Muhammad) except as

a giver of glad tidings and a warner to all mankind.”
[Saba: 28]

This responsibility that was placed upon him and his followers
affirms that primarily he, and secondly, his followers are
witnesses over the whole of mankind. Meaning, the message
of Muhammad abrogates all previous legislations. Thus, his
religion is the final constitution that every human being has to
follow, and it is impermissible for any of them to oppose.

This is a divine constitution because it is not befitting the
wisdom of Allih who created this distinguished human to
abandon him without commanding, forbidding and directing
them; and it is not befitting His wisdom to subject the human
to a state of anarchy or to leave him to behave haphazardly
declaring whatever he desires and wishes to be permissible and
impermissible, and worshipping what he chooses.

Never could this be the case because Islim arranged all matters
of life and all relationships. This is the exact reason why Allah
sent His Messengers, the last of them is Muhammad
(J54k4§k>) and there is no Prophet after him, and revealed to
them His Books, the last of them is the Qur’an and there is no
Book after this.

This Book is explained by the pure Sunnah.

{ & G588 4 AL 0 bl 5 SIS TG
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“And We have also sent down unto you (O
Muhammad) the reminder and the advice (the Qur’an),

- that you may explain clearly to men what is sent down
to them, and that they may give thought.” [Al-Nahl:
44]

Islam has defined the relationship between the slave and his
Creator, his Lord in such a way that the Human should know
that he is a slave of Allah and therefore worship Him alone
without ascribing any partners. Furthermore, the slave should
worship Allah in the correct way as required by the guidelines
of Islamic legislation. The Quran arranges all levels and
branches of the religion, in brief and in detail, and this is
further clarified by the pure Sunnah.

The Prophet (ki) said:

“Faith has seventy odd branches, the highest of them is
the saying that: ‘None has the right to be worshipped
except Allah’ and the lowest is the removal of that which

is harmful from the path. Shame is also a branch of
faith.”

All of these are acts of worship and obedience.

It is obligatory that all acts of worship be performed in
accordance to the Islamic legislation, which is derived from the
Book of Allah and the Sunnah of the His Messenger

(Jzsaded{ie). This is how the slave should conduct himself in all
acts of Worship, interactions and transactions.
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This is what we are referring to when we say * the relationship
between the slave and his Lord’; and this is pure servitude and
the reality of this is that the Lord (Allah) should never find that
His slave fails to comply with His commands and He should
never find that His slave perpetrates what he has forbidden.

If the slave was to slip occasionally and oppose the command
of Allah, then he should rush to repent and return to the truth
in order to wipe away all traces of disobedience and
opposition, because repentance wipes away what preceded it.

. AL >820 z ' 0pr; 4
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“And all of you beg Allah to forgive you all, O believers,
that you may be successful.” [An-Noor: 31]

This brief dialogue shows how Islim has arranged the
relationship between the slave and his Lord.
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The Family Structure in Islam

Similarly, Islam has meticulously defined the family structure.
Islam encourages the establishment of an (Islamic) household
by legislating marriage and it promotes this by explaining that
marriage is (an institution of) relaxation, tranquility and
comfort to be enjoyed by both spouses. It elucidates that
marriage is serene to the soul and prolongs life until its final
end.

Let us quote some verses of the Qur’an that relate to the topic
at hand.

Allah, the Most High said- encouraging His servants to get
married:
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“Marry women (of your choice) two, three or four.”
[Al-Nisa: 3]

Allah said:
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“And among His Signs is this, that He created for you
wives from among yourselves, that you may find repose
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in them, and He has put between you affection and
mercy.” [Al-Rum: 21]

Allah said:

s z - ').//’) 73
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“The women are a body cover, or screen, for you to
enjoy the pleasure of living with them, and you are the
same for them.” [Al-Baqarah: 187]

Allah said:
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“Your wives are a tilth for you, so go to your tilth (have
sexual relations with your wives in any manner as long
as it is in the vagina and not in the anus), when or how
you will, and send (good deeds, or ask Allah to bestow
upon you pious offspring) before you for your own
selves. And fear Allah.” [Al-Baqarah: 223]

This is how the Qur’an, in many verses, speaks about the
establishment of an (Islamic) family; and this is done in various
ways, as we have witnessed. Another verse is found in surah
Al-Nisa, and this verse explains that the two spouses were
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created from a single person, as if they are two halves of one
individual.

In terms of the original elements that they were created from,
then there is no superiority to either one of them. Rather,
supremacy is afforded due to external affairs, other factors and
inherited characteristics.

Allah, the Most High said:
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“O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you
from a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He
created his wife [Hawa (Eve)], and from them both He
created many men and women.”

This is how Islam encourages the establishment of the family.
It does this in order to prolong life and to give the two spouses

an opportunity to be happy.
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The Objectives of Marriage in Islam

Islamic legislation is a law that is full of wisdoms, and it has
goals and aims. Al-Hakeem (the All-Wise) is one of the names
of Allah; therefore, it is obligatory upon us to firmly believe
that Allah, the Most High is the All - Wise in terms of His laws
just as He is the All-Wise in terms of His creation and design.

These are some of the wisdoms behind marriage:

. It helps both spouses lower their gaze.

Islam has thoroughly dealt with this area, as can be seen in the
Qur'an and Sunnah of the noble Prophet ({z5.84{z). Allah

commands both men and women to lower their gaze. He said:

A& ’Gii;é’ﬂn;‘“jpw‘w;;’;w;:ﬁ Sy
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“Tell the believing men to lower their gaze (from
looking at forbidden things), and protect  their private
parts (from illegal sexual acts, etc.). That is purer for
them. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what they do. And
tell the believing women to lower their gaze (from
looking at forbidden things), and protect their private
parts.” [Al-Niir: 30-31]
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When people fail to lower their gaze this leads to moral
decline, as unfortunately is visible in many of our cities and
Islamic capitals.

. It safeguards the private parts

The verse- that was mentioned earlier- contains a command
to safeguard the privates along with a command to lower the
gaze. Possibly, the first is a result of the second. Meaning: the
majority of the time safeguarding the private parts is a result of
lowering the gaze, because a person who is mindful of Allah

will fear Allah and be shy of Him.

Thus, they will continuously lower their gaze, and this in turn
will cause them to safeguard their private parts from
everything that Allih has forbidden and they will not fall into
illegal sexual activity.

It is authentically reported upon the Prophet (zafeifi=) that
he said:

“The adultery of the eye is the lustful look, and the
adultery of the tongue is the licentious speech, the heart
desires and yearns, which the private parts may or may
not put into effect.”

. A continuation of Progeny

! Reported by Bukhari (6612) and Muslim (2657) upon the
authority of Abii Hurairah.
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This is the building block of any society and it is the primary
agent that increases the followers of the seal of the Prophets
and Messengers. This can be further illustrated by the hadeeth
reported by Bukhari upon the authority of ‘Abdullah Ibn
Mas‘id that the Prophet (Jasafdile) addressed the Muslim
youth in this gentle fashion to direct them to an affair that will
benefit and protect them. He said (Jsafeiiflo):

"O young people! Whoever among you can marry,
should marry, because it helps him lower his gaze and
guard his modesty (i.e. his private parts from
committing illegal sexual intercourse etc.), and
whoever is not able to marry, should fast, as fasting
diminishes his sexual power."’

Al-Bayhaqf reported upon the authority of Abi Umamah that
the Prophet (Jasaed{le) said:

“Get married so that I may display your great numbers
to the previous nations.”

Some of the ideals of marriage have been mentioned earlier
and it is possible to consider these amongst the objectives of
marriage, such as it being an institution of relaxation and

tranquillity.

' Reported by Bukhari (5065) and Muslim (1400) upon the
authority of Ibn Mas'iid.

? Reported by Al-Bayhagi in “Al-Sunan Al-Kubra” (7/78) and
authenticated by Albani in “Sahih Al-Jami (2941).
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Those who think that the only purpose of marriage is to taste
delight and pleasure wherever feasible and nothing else have
obviously erred. This kind of perception has badly ruined
many of the youth and lead to ethical decline and
deterioration. As a result, many of the youth, in many lands,
live their life similar to the animals that are not legislatively
responsible. In actual fact they are more astray and in a worse
state than the animals.
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Who Is Responsible for Leading the family?

Islam has not neglected to mention who leads and governs this
establishment, and who is most suitable to bear this
responsibility. After studying the religion of Islam, it becomes
clear that there are specific functions — or areas of competency
— that have been split between the two spouses and the
obligations of each spouse have been defined.

Each partner has specific tasks that they are accountable for:

The husband has certain responsibilities that are not shared by
the woman and she is unable to take upon and supervise these
tasks. Likewise, the woman has responsibilities that the man is
unsuitable for and incapable of performing them efficiently. If
either spouse were to attempt to interfere with the other’s
unique tasks, then this would subject this establishment (i.e.
the family) to confusion, disorder and chaos.

Let us quote some of the verses of the Quran that arrange
family life, define the role (of each spouse) and give the
husband the duty of leading and governing (the family).

Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, said:
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“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,
because Allah has made one of them to excel the other,
and because they spend (to support them) from their
means.” [Al-Nisa: 34]

This verse, as you can see, clearly gives the responsibility of
leading and governing the family to the man. Additionally, the
verse never failed to clarify the reason for this; rather, it

explained why.

Allah said:

s

“Because Allah has made one of them to excel the other,
and because they spend (to support them) from their

»1

means.

! Al-Qurtubi said in his Tafsir (5/161):

“Some of the people of knowledge have understood from the
Saying of Allah, the Most High:

5 K. 2 AEALEe
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“Because they spend (to support them) from their means.”

That whenever the husband is incapable of supporting his wife
then he is not considered to be maintaining her. If he is not
maintaining her, then she can seek that the marriage contract
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There is not the slightest dispute that every organization and
company looks to appoint a leader who has experience,
understanding, the strength to lead, patience and experience

in this field of work.

The family establishment is one of the most important and
serious institutions that exists because if it is upright and
righteous, then the society will be upright; and if it is corrupt,
then the society will be corrupt.

The family produces the people who will be the building
blocks of the society, and the strength or weakness of any
building depends on the quality of materials used.

For this reason Islam places this important responsibility upon
the husband, and this is 2 huge assignment. He bears this
because he is suitable and competent to fulfil such a job; and
every fair, unbiased woman will acknowledge this.

Muhammad Al-Ghazali stated in his book ‘Human Rights in
Islam:

“As the man is not distracted by menstruation, postnatal
bleeding, pregnancy and breastfeeding he is better
equipped to tolerate the pains and stress of the various
occupations. Furthermore, he is better suited for the job of
seeking sustenance in the earth. That is why Islim has

be annulled because one of the intents behind the legislation
of marriage has been lost.”
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burdened the husband to provide maintenance' for his wife
and poor female relatives.”

The argument presented by Al-Ghazali highlights some
significant facts, and it makes it easy to comprehend why the
husband has been nominated for this duty. Upon
contemplation, there are many other reasons for this but we
will suffice with this allusion, as to save time.

! For a further discussion on the topic of maintenance refer to
appendix 1.
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The Role of the Woman in the Family

If the man has been entrusted with the task of leading the
family economically and in their external affairs, as we have
explained, then the woman is accountable for managing the
household.! She should clean the house in his absence and

' Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah said in “Majmii* Al-Fatawd”
(32/260):

“His Saying, the Most High:

{ Sfu( /!,;/ \:i ./T_/": # ‘/]. ;‘/ 8 ‘/x;‘c 4 - /] \/“]K}
“The righteous women are devoutly obedient to (Allzh
and their husbands), and guard in their husbands absence
(e.g. their chastity and their husband’s property) what
Allzh orders them to guard.”

This clearly shows that it is obligatory upon the wife to
fully obey her husband in all areas such as her serving and
travelling with him, making herself available to him and
in the other areas that have been highlighted by the
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (iufedifie).”

Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah said in “Majmi* Al-Fatawd”
(34/90):

“One group has stated that it is not obligatory upon the
wife to serve the husband; and this is a weak position.”
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Ibn Qayyim Al-Jawziyah said in “Zad Al-Ma'ad” (4/45-46):

“It is reported in BukharT and Muslim that Fatimah had
corns on her hand because of working at the hand-mill.
She (Fatimah) went to the Prophet (J5.4((>) to ask him
for a servant but she did not find him (in the house). She
met ‘A’ishah and informed her (about her hardship).
When Allah's Messenger (z544{) came, she (‘A’ishah)
informed him about the visit of Fatimah. Allih's
Messenger came to them.

They had gone to their beds. ‘Ali further (reported): We
tried to stand up but Allah's Messenger (1z5.82i{l) said:
Stay in your beds, and he sat amongst us and I felt
coldness of his feet upon my chest. He (J54%4(>) then
said: May I not direct you to something better than what
you have asked for?

When you go to your bed, you should recite Takbir
(Allahu Akbar) thirty-four times, Tasbih (Subhan Allah)
thirty-three times and Tahmid (al-Hamdu lillah) thirty-
three times, and that is better than the servant for you.
‘Ali said: Ever since I heard this (supplication) from the
Messenger of Allah (J&54&4{l=) and I never abandoned it.
It was said to him, not even on the night of Siffin (battle
of Siffin)? He said: No, not even in the night of Siffin.

The scholars who believe that it is obligatory for the
woman to serve her husband prove this by stressing that
this is what was the norm practiced by those whom Allah

571Page



The Structure Of The Muslim Family

— who is free of all imperfections — addressed. As for the
woman relaxing while the husband serves her and
performs the household errands of sweeping, kneading,
grinding, preparing the food, etc. then this was viewed
as unacceptable.

Allah said:

{ LAllE A 3L B0y

“And for the women are rights (over their husbands)
similar to those (of their husbands) over them. [Al-
Bagarah: 228]

And Allah said:
{ LN 505 3‘;,}‘}

“Men are the protectors and maintainers of the
women.” [An-Nisaa:34]

If the woman does not serve him and he was to serve her,
then he would be her servant and she would be the
protector and maintainer over him...

As for their statement: ‘That Fatimah and Asma
optionally served their husbands by way of kindness and
respect’, then this is refuted by the fact that Fatimah
complained about the hardship she encountered from
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this work, and the Prophet (dz5484f>) never said to ‘Al:
‘It is not upon her to fulfil the household duties but it is
your responsibility.” And he does not flatter anyone
when it comes to passing judgements.

Likewise, when he saw Asma carrying fodder upon her
head and Zubayr was in her company, he never said: ‘She
does not have to serve you and this is seen as oppression.’
Instead, he accepted that she was serving her husband,
and he accepted that the rest of the companions were
served by their wives, even though some of the women
might have disliked this and others would be pleased to
do this. And there is no dispute about that.

It is incorrect to make any differentiation between a
woman of a high status and a woman of a low status or
between a rich woman and a poor woman because the
most noble of all women served her husband; and she
went to the Prophet to complain about the burden of this
service. Bearing that in mind, the Prophet never
relinquished her of this task.” Summarized in places.

Shaykh Albani said in “Adab Al-Zafaf* (218):

“Just because it is obligatory upon the woman to serve
her husband does not negate the point that it is highly
recommended for the husband to assist his wife if he finds
the time and chance. Actually, this is part of the both
spouses living harmoniously together.
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presence, she should protect his wealth, she should care for his
children and she should oversee the rest of the household
errands.

Due to the wife taking care of her household duties and not
interfering with the unique responsibilities of the man, she is
heavily respected and honoured by all members of the family.

‘A’ishah said:

“He (Jas54%4(() used to be at his family’s service; and if
the prayer arrived he would leave to go and pray.”
Reported by Bukhari (2/129)

Upon that authority of ‘A’ishah that:
“He (J&a&i4fle) was like any other man (at home). He
would mend his garments, milk the animals and serve

himself.”
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Islam Does Not Oppress the Woman

We hear many screams and cries spreading false propaganda
that Islam deprives the woman of her rights, oppresses her and
robs her of her freedom.! They say that Islam fails to offer
equal rights for the woman like it does the man; and the
enemies of Islim have written many other malicious
accusations against Islam.

In reality, the people who make these claims are one of two

types of people:

. Ignorant scum who hear the people make an allegation and
follow their footsteps. They become a mouthpiece for those
who invent these lies. This kind of person has no knowledge
to base what they are saying and spreading upon. All they do

" [TN] In some cultures, women are frequently being
exploited by large corporations and businesses to earn an extra
buck. It seems that they believe the more explicit and lewd
they become the more money they will earn. This has
produced a generation of people who do not look at the
woman as a mother or educator but they see her as no more
than a sex object who is to be utilized to entice some dull,
dimwitted person into buying their product. Strangely
enough, we don’t hear any cries of oppression or mistreatment;
and that leads us to say: remove the plank of wood from your
eye and then investigate what is in mine.
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is transmit this (foolishness). You find that they excessively
praise and accept something they know nothing about. Many
people who lack knowledge of the religion, especially the
intellectual women who have no Islamic education and the
ignorant, misguided, women who only blind-follow, have
been deceived by this type. This category is astray and leads
others astray because they are ignorant, even though they fail
to recognize their own ignorance. The famous proverb applies
to them:

If you are unaware that you lack understanding, then this
is ignorance on top of ignorance.

. Sly individuals who plot and plan against Islim and the
Muslims. They desire to destroy the people’s religion and
ethics by corrupting the family. They have been affected by
the enemies of Islam and as a result execute their stratagem in

fighting Islam.

These two types of people make these false allegations in every
place in order to misguide others. Sadly, many of the Muslim
women have been influenced by them believing that this call
is in their own interests. So they offer their aid and support.

This causes the Muslim woman who has been affected by this
false propaganda to wrong her religion and her Islim because
she accused it of being oppressive; Islim which raised her
status, if only she knew and understood. Where is the
understanding amongst our women? Allah’s aid is sought.
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It is upon the intelligent Muslim woman to study her religion
to allow her to truly grasp the position Islam has towards the
woman and the dignified position Islam has given her.
Additionally, she should not pay attention to every imbecile
that makes unfounded claims.

At the same time, she should examine some of the foreign
constitutions, like the French constitution, to truly understand
the position that these constitutions have towards the women.
She should also read about how the woman was treated before
the advent of Islam, as during that era she was viewed as scrap,
which had no value and no respect, nothing honoured her
except Islam.
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The Woman Enjoys the Same Civil' Rights as a Man

The woman has total freedom when it comes to her civil
rights, and in this area she enjoys the same rights as a man. It
is allowable for the Muslim woman to buy, sell, give and accept
gifts, borrow and lend and dispose of her wealth. She is
afforded the same rights as a man when it comes to her wealth.

' [TN] The Shaykh explains what is intended by this, as you

will see.
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The Woman’s Religious Rights

It is legislated for the woman to perform all acts of worship just
like the man. She prays, fasts, gives Zakah and makes Hajj; and
she will be rewarded for all of these acts in the same way that
the man is rewarded and her reward will not be inferior to that
of the man.

However, Islam lightens the load upon the woman taking into
account her foreseen circumstances. For example, it is
legislated for the woman to abandon the prayer whilst she is
menstruating and she is not commanded to make up those
prayers after she is pure from her menses due to the difficulty
and hardship involved in this.

Allah said:
PR e

“He (Allah) has not laid any hardship upon you in the
religion.” [Al-Hajj: 78]

Also, it has been legislated for her to abstain from fasting
during the period of menstruation but she has to make up those
days when she is able, as there is no difficulty making up the
fast in opposition to making up the prayer. The same applies
to the woman who is in a state of postnatal bleeding.
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The Muslim Woman Is Not Forced to Marry

Islam gives the woman freedom of choice when it comes to
marriage. She can choose for herself a righteous husband
before her guardian makes any propositions. If she is a non-
virgin, it is not allowed for the guardian to marry her to
somebody unless he has her explicit approval. This is because
a non-virgin is more familiar with these issues and would not
be shy to say yes or no.

Whereas, the silence of a virgin, at the time when her
agreement is sought, is understood to be an approval but it is a
must that her permission be sought. If her father married her
to someone whilst she was young before puberty, then she has
the opportunity to choose to accept or refuse the proposed

husband.

This is how Islam has explained the process of marriage, as the
Messenger (Azsaksifle) said:

“A deflowered unmarried woman may not be married
without her instructions; and a virgin may not be
married without her consent, and her silence indicates
her acceptance.”

This hadith is reported by Bukhari upon the authority of Abu
Hurairah.

' Reported by Bukhari (5136) and Muslim (1419) upon the
authority of Abii Hurairah.
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The Inheritance of a Woman in Islam

The flag bearers of ‘equal opportunities’ focus heavily upon
this subject, and with this they have been able to misguide
many of the heedless Muslim women. They paint a picture that
Islam favours the man more than the woman because Islam
awards the man a greater amount of the inheritance than it
gives the woman, as Islim gives the man a portion equal to
two females.

Why?
There are many responses to this question:

It is true that Islam allocates for the man an amount of
inheritance equal to the portion given to two females. Even
though the man is favoured with a greater amount of
inheritance than the woman this in no way, shape or form
means that the man is superior to the woman in all
departments, as — by the Will of Allah — we will see shortly.

Moreover, this division does not diminish the status of the
woman; actually, it is a fair and just method of distribution.

We have already explained that Islam has placed the
responsibility of maintaining the family upon the man, and the
family comprises of the wife, children and even ones needy
relatives. Islam has not burdened the woman to support herself
let alone maintain her husband, even though she may be
wealthier than him.

Before marriage the woman is maintained by her family.
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Is it fair to award a woman who is fully supported and
maintained an amount equal to what is given to the individual
who has to spend and maintain her?

I believe that every just Muslim woman will rush to answer
this question before any man by saying: ‘If the inheritance was
divided and distributed in the above fashion highlighted in the

question, then this is unreasonable.’

Clearly, justice is what has been established by Islam, as Islam
is fair to both men and women. And all praise and thanks

belongs to Allah.
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Islam’s Position on a Woman Travelling

Another subject that the flag bearers for ‘equality and freedom’
focus upon is the issue of the woman travelling. They say that
Islam does not allow the woman to travel like it does the man,
even if she intends to perform Hajj; and why is this?

Strangely, these people consistently turn things around in
order to confuse the people. So they endeavour to present
disgrace and humiliation in the image of nobility and honour
and nobility and honour in the image of disgrace and
humiliation, as is the case here.

Unfortunately, the uneducated Muslim woman, due to her
ignorance, is susceptible to listen and occasionally respond to
every troublemaker.

In actual fact, Islam does not prevent the woman from
travelling but it sets one condition for this. In all truthfulness
this condition is in her best interests and protects her chastity,
if only they knew.

Islam makes it conditional that the woman be accompanied by
her husband or one of her relatives that are regarded as a
Mahram, like her brother or father, when travelling because
they will stop at no limits in protecting her honour and
looking after her well-being. The wolves will not be able to
get at her unless they are willing to be decapitated.

The Muslim woman should understand how to respond to this
question.
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As for travelling in itself, then Islam does not prevent a woman
from travelling. The woman can travel to perform Hajj, she
can travel to do business, she can travel to visit her family and
relatives, she can travel to seek knowledge and she can travel
for other reasons, as long as she is accompanied by her husband
or her Mahram.

O Muslims! This is the ruling of a woman travelling in Islam.
The Messenger of Allah (ki) said:

“It is impermissible for a woman that believes in Allah
and the last day to travel for a day unless a Mahram
accompanies her.”

There are various wordings of this hadeeth, and all of them
show that Islam makes it conditional that the woman be
accompanied by her husband or a Mahram.

Evidently, this is to be viewed as (a ruling) of honour and
nobility for the Muslim woman, if only she knew.

And success lies with Allah.

' Reported by Bukhari (1088) and Muslim (1339) upon the
authority of Abii Hurairah.
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Islam’s Position on Uncovering and Indecent
Behaviour, Free-mixing and Seclusion with Strange
Men

Islam’s position towards these pre-Islamic acts is the logical and
natural stance on this issue. This position is accepted by
everyone who is morally intact. Islam severely criticises and
rejects these things, especially seclusion with strange men. The
Prophet (Jzssfiifle) said:

“If a strange man is secluded with a woman, then the

third party is the devil.”
And:

“It is not lawful for a woman to be secluded with a
strange man except with the presence of a Mahram.”

O Muslims! This is what the Prophet (Ji54%4{(>) said about
this matter.

Allah said, prohibiting the pre-Islamic custom of uncovering
and indecent behaviour:

L

Ao o re s %737 % . 1257
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“And stay in your houses, and do not display yourselves
like that of the times of ignorance.” [Al-Ahzab: 33]

And Allzh said, addressing His Prophet and His Khalil,

1

Muhammad (e ):
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“O Prophet! Tell your wives and your daughters and
the women of the believers to draw their cloaks (veils)

all over their bodies.” [Al-Ahzab: 59]

This is how Islam commands the Muslim woman (to dress and
behave). Originally, it was revealed concerning the purified
mothers of the believers, and it applies to all the women of
today and all the women who exist until Allah inherits the
earth and all that is upon it.

Islam commands the woman to be modest, shy and to abstain
from free-mixing because modesty is a branch of faith; and it
prohibits and sternly warns her from all foul pre-Islamic acts
because these are things that lead to social decline. If these
things befall a society, then it will end in demoralization and
decay.

72|Page




The Structure Of The Muslim Family

Islam’s Position on Women Working

We do not say — as some people erroneously believe- that the
woman cannot leave her house in order to work. This is not
the case, as the Muslim woman can work and she has
opportunity to work in many different fields.

The false notion that Islam does not allow the woman to work
is unfair to Islam and its true image; and the statement ‘that the
woman’s opportunities in the job market are limited’ is
exaggerated and unsubstantiated.

The Muslim woman can choose any field of work as long as it
does not involve being in close contact with men, free-mixing
and being secluded with them.

A woman can take the position of school teacher, headmistress
or secretary. In the hospitals that are solely for women she can
work as a doctor, nurse or any other position that she is
competent in filling.

The problem arises when the woman uses the excuse of
working to exit her house, expose her beauty, walk flirtatiously
and perfume herself as if she has prepared specifically to mix

with the men (and attract their attention).

Islam’s position towards the woman who behaves in this way
is that she is similar to a fornicator based upon the hadeeth that
has been reported by At-Tirmidhi upon the authority of Abii
Maisé Al-Ash'‘ari that the Prophet (dzsfdfe):
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“The woman that perfumes herself and walks by a
gathering of (men) is such and such.” Meaning, she is a
fornicator.!

Al-Tirmidhi said this hadeeth is hasan sahih. Abii Dawiid also
reported this narration upon the authority of Abii Hurairah.

It appears that the explanation of ‘such and such’ to mean
‘fornicator’ was given by Abl Miisé Al-Ash‘ari, and Allah
knows best.

The similitude of this woman is a deliciously cooked dish; the
chef has done everything in his power to make its preparation
perfect. Then he took it and placed it in the middle of the street
near the sewage. Once he lifted the lid, insects from all
directions rushed towards it inhaling the scent. Flies began to
hover all around it and occasionally land upon it.

People passed by looking at it in horror and they were
frowning their faces. It ends up being a supper for the dogs
after it has been contaminated by the insects; and the insects
will certainly contaminate it. This is the similitude of the
improperly dressed woman who loves intermingling with
men.

Every Muslim woman should elevate themselves above this
despicable position and cover themselves correctly with the
garments of modesty, just as her Lord has commanded her.

' Reported by Abii Dawud (4173), Tirmidhi (2786) and others.
Shaykh Albani declared this hadeeth authentic is “Sahih Al-
Jami” (323).
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This is better for her before Allah and in the eyes of the society.
By this, Islam intends to safeguard the Muslim family because
the success and well-being of the society depends on the well-
being of the family and vice-versa.

Islam stresses the importance of this in the utmost fashion and
it never neglects (this safety net) even at times when the two
sexes gather in one place to perform certain acts of worship
like the Jum‘ah and the two Eid prayers. Indeed, Islam has
stipulated how these gatherings be organized so that the people
can perform their worship.

When the Messenger of guidance was arranging the lines, he
said:

“The best rows for the men are the first rows and the
worst ones are the last rows. The best rows for the
women are the last ones and the worst ones are the first

1

rows.

The Prophet recognised and understood the effect that the
perfumed woman had in arousing the interests of the men, and
that is why he commanded her by saying:

“If the woman goes to the Masjid she should wash (away
all traces) of perfume like she washes from sexual
impurity.”

' Muslim (440).
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This hadeeth and the one prior to it are amongst the clearest
examples of cutting off all mediums that lead to evil, as you can
see.
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Marital Life
Marital life ends in one of two ways:

Separation through death; and no one can delay or postpone
this fixed appointment. So we will refrain from speaking about
it.

Separation through divorce and this will be our topic of
discussion.

In the eyes of Islam divorce is seen as a way of escape from
serious disputes and differences that evolve between the two
spouses. When solving marriage disputes divorce is viewed as
being similar to cauterisation; and cauterisation is the last form
of treatment.

If none of the above proves successful and this marital life
becomes unbearable for the two spouses, then at this point
there is divorce, which can be a solution for the situation by
bringing this partnership, which has become an intolerable
punishment after it was once a body of mercy, relaxation and
comfort, to an end.

These stages that precede divorce- and may actually prevent
it- have been clarified in the following two verses in surah Al-

Nisa:

Allah, the Most High said:
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“Men are the protectors and maintainers of women,
because Allah has made one of them to excel the other,
and because they spend (to support them) from their
means. Therefore the righteous women are devoutly
obedient (to Allah and to their husbands), and guard in
the husband's absence what Allah orders them to guard
(e.g. their chastity, their husband's property, etc.).

As to those women on whose part you see ill-conduct,
admonish them (first), (next), refuse to share their beds, (and
last) beat them (lightly, if it is useful), but if they return to
obedience, seek not against them means (of
annoyance). Surely, Allah is Ever Most High, Most Great.”
[Al-Nisa: 34]

And:
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“If you fear a breach between them twain (the man and
his wife), appoint (two) arbitrators, one from his family
and the other from hers; if they both wish for peace,
Allah will cause their reconciliation. Indeed Allah is
Ever All-Knower, Well Acquainted with all things.”
[Al-Nisa: 35]
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Why Has Islam Only Placed Divorce in the Hand of the
Man?

It is evident from the previous discourse that the subject of
divorce is an extremely important topic, as it is undeniably the
last treatment for marital disputes.

There is a serious question remaining- if understood correctly-
relating to this issue; and this is why has Islam only placed
divorce in the hand of the man and the woman has no part to
play in this process whatsoever except for the Khul‘ah — and
this involves the Islamic courts and cannot be done
independently by the woman, as if well known?

The answer:

Divorce has been placed in the hand of the man because he is
the one who encounters all expenses such as the dowry and the
costs of living. This would prevent him from acting
Jirresponsibly when it comes to the interests of the family

which he has struggled to establish.

Therefore, you would find that he strives as hard as possible,
not leaving any stone unturned, to preserve this family
institution and to allow them to experience comfort and
relaxation.

If divorce was placed in the hand of the woman, we would
experience the following:

We see that the man establishes the household and then
furnishes it appropriately. After this he awaits for the
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anticipated advantages of family life. Then we see the woman,
who is deficient in religion and intellect, destroy this
establishment and even fling around the furniture of the house
for the feeblest of reasons. She behaves in this fashion because
she has not encountered any loss in building this family.

She may possibly want out of this institution just to experience
another. I believe that every fair-minded Muslim woman will
attest to the truthfulness of what I have stated before the men.
This is because there are many real life incidents where the
behaviour of some women testifies this, and this happens when
they have not been given the power of divorce.

Muslim brothers! Let us implement Islam in our lives as much
as we are able and not only profess this upon our tongue,
because Islam is a religion of action and implementation. A
Muslim is someone who submits and yields obediently to the
commands of his Lord and Creator.

Good aims, a truthful intention, righteous actions and an effort
to implement Islamic legislation are the areas where Allah will
judge His servant, as the Prophet said:

“Verily Allah does not look at your bodies or your
forms. But He looks at your hearts and your actions.”

O brothers! You have a great opportunity to learn your
religion Islam because the laws of your lands allow you to serve
your religion with total freedom. You should realize that this
freedom is a blessing from the blessings of Allah upon you. It
is upon you to seize this chance to spread the teachings of
Islam. If you are truthful in your actions, then Allah will give

81|Page



The Structure Of The Muslim Family

you success and victory because Allah gives victory and success
to those who are truthful and act upon this religion. He grants
them triumph and guides them.
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Appendix 1
Rulings Pertaining to Maintaining the Wife
Summarized from “Al-Mulakhas Al-Fight” by Shaykh Salih
Al-Fawzan (2/448-452)

Al-Nafagqat is the plural of Nafaqah.

Linguistically it is: Al-Darahim and other forms of money.

Islamically it means: to adequately provide food, clothing,
accommodation and related things for those under ones care
(and supervision).

Firstly, it is obligatory upon a person to maintain his wife. So
it is binding upon the husband to provide his wife with food,
clothing and accommodation, all of which should be suitable
for someone of her stature.

Allah, The Most High said:
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“Let the rich man spend according to his means.” (Al-
Talaq: 7)

And Allah, the Most High said:

ol iy
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“And the women have rights (over their husbands)
similar (to those of their husbands) over them, to what
is reasonable.” (Al-Baqarah: 228)

The Prophet (Azsakifie) said:

“You are responsible for providing them (i.e. your
wives) with adequate food and clothing.” Reported by
Muslim and Abu Dawud.

Shaykh Al-Islam Ibn Taymiyah (Fatawd: 34/132) stated:

“The verse:
{ LEllE L eIy

‘And the women have rights (over their husbands)
similar (to those of their husbands) over them, to what
is reasonable.’

Is (a proof to affirm) all the rights that a woman has and (all the
rights) that are upon her. Here, the guideline for this is what
the people are acquainted with, set as a norm and what is
commonly found (amongst them).”

When there is a dispute between the two spouses, the judge
sets the amount of maintenance to be received by the wife
taking into consideration the wealth or poorness of the two
spouses, or the wealth of one of them and the poorness of the
other.
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Therefore, a wealthy woman married to a wealthy man is
allocated an amount of maintenance that is suitable for her. So
she should eat in the same fashion that a woman married to a
wealthy man, in her land would eat.

She should be provided with clothing similar to that which is
worn by the other wealthy women in her land; and she should
be given furniture and house-hold items that are befitting to
someone like her in the place she resides.

A poor woman married to a poor man is allocated food,
clothing and furniture that is suitable for someone of her
standing in that land.

A middle class woman married to a middle class man, a rich
woman married to a poor man and a poor woman married to
a rich man are all to be given a maintenance that is half-way
between the (support afforded) a rich and poor (person),
depending on the customs and culture, because this is suitable
for (people) in their circumstances.

It is the responsibility of the husband to supply provisions for
his wife’s personal hygiene such as oils, sidr, soap and water to
drink and cleanse herself.

All of the above rulings are applicable if the wife has not been
divorced; if he divorced her and she is in ‘Iddah (the prescribed
waiting period), the following (rulings apply):

If this is the first or second divorce, and the husband still has
the choice to take his wife back, then it is obligatory upon him
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to maintain her normally throughout her Iddah because she is
still his wife. The proof is the Saying of Allah:
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“And their husbands have the better right to take them
back in that period.” [Al-Baqarah: 228]

As for the woman who is divorced for the third time, or it is
the first or second divorce but she has completed the prescribed
waiting period, then there is no maintenance for them based
on the hadeeth reported by Bukhari and Muslim upon the
authority of Fatimah Bint Qais that the Prophet (Jasufeiiie)
said to her when her husband had divorced her for the third

time:
“There is no maintenance or accommodation for you.”
“Allimah Ibn Al-Qayyim said in (Zad Al-Ma‘ad):

“The divorced woman who has been divorced for the
third time or less than that but she has finished observing
her prescribed waiting period has no right to
maintenance or accommodation as proven by the
authentic Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Jzkife)
and in accordance to the Book of Allah. This is also
proven by analogy; and this is the position of the scholars

of hadeeth”

However, if the woman who has been divorced for the
third time or less than that but she has observed the
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prescribed waiting period is pregnant, then she has the
right to maintenance based on the Saying of Allah:
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“And if they are pregnant, then spend on them till they
deliver.” [At-Talaq: 6]
And His Saying, the Most High:

“Lodge them (the divorced women) where you dwell,
according to your means.” [Al-Talag: 6]

The Prophet (J54&4(2) said to Fatimah Bint Quais:

“You have no right to maintenance unless you are
pregnant.”

This is because the child being carried by the mother belongs
to the man who has pronounced divorce. For this reason it is
required of him to support the child, and this is not possible
unless he spends upon the child’s mother.

Al-Muwaftaq and others have said:

“The people of knowledge are in total agreement about
this, but the scholars have differed over whether this
maintenance is the right of the child or the right of the
woman who is pregnant.”
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This influences many rulings depending upon which of the
two positions is taken, as is documented in the books of figh

and figh principles.

The wife can lose the right to maintenance for numerous
reasons:

When he has no access to her she loses her right to
maintenance because he has lost the opportunity to have
pleasurable relations; and maintenance is only obligatory when
this option is available.

When she is disobedient to him. she loses her right to
maintenance. Nushiiz is when the wife disobeys her husband
in something that is compulsory, like if she refused to have
relations with him, if she refused to move with him to a
suitable accommodation or if she leaves the house without
permission.

Under such circumstances she has no right to maintenance
because she is considered rebellious and he is unable to have
pleasurable relations with her; and maintenance is only
obligatory when this option is available.

When she travels for her own personal needs she loses her right
to maintenance because she has prevented him from having
access to her and this is not for any reason that involves him.
So she loses the right to maintenance.

If the two spouses agree to a certain amount of maintenance
or they agree to delay or forward this process, then this is
permissible because it is their right.
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But if they were to dispute about this, then it is necessary to
provide this amount of maintenance at the beginning of every
day. Moreover, if they agree that this should be made available
in lump sums, then that is fine because the husband may argue
that allocating this on a daily basis is inconvenient and
burdensome. It is her decision if she is pleased or not to accept
this arrangement and she is not compelled to accept it. It is
obligatory that the wife be provided with clothing for the
whole year. So he issues her with ample yearly clothing.

Whoever’s husband is absent and does not leave any
maintenance behind or he is present but does not support her,
then he has to reimburse his wife for the prior maintenance
because this is an obligation in times of ease and hardship, and
it does not disappear with the passing of time.
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Appendix 2
Importance of Marrying a Righteous Person

Shaykh Muhammad Ibn $alih Al-'Uthaymin said":

“My counsel to the men who desire to get married is to select
the type of the woman that the Messenger advised to marry
when he (Ja5.&42) said:

‘Marry the fertile, affectionate women.’
And he (J&akdle) said:

‘A woman is married for four reasons: for her wealth,
for her lineage, for her beauty, and for her religion. So
marry the one who is good in her religion.’

Also, the woman should choose to marry someone who is
religious and has a good character due to the saying of the
Prophet (Jasaksfe):

‘If someone comes to you seeking marriage and you are
happy with their religion and character, then marry
him.’

To avoid her regretting her impatience, the woman should be
as careful as she possibly can, and she should not be hasty to
accept this proposal until she has thoroughly researched about
the man proposing.”

' “Majmii'ah As’ilah Tuhim Al-Usrah Al-Muslimah” (95-96).
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Imam Al-NasaT said:

“Chapter: The Woman praying and making Istikharah
to her Lord when she receives a marriage proposal.

Upon the authority of Anas that he said:

“When the ‘Iddah (prescribed waiting period) of Zainab
had ended the Messenger of Allah ({&ufiifle) said to
Zaid: Propose to her for me. So I went to her and said: O
Zainab; T have good news for you. The Messenger of
Allah (Jz544{k>) sent me to you to propose on his behalf.
She said: I will not do anything until I entrust this affair
to my Lord. So she went and prayed. (Verses) of the

Quran were revealed' and the Prophet (dusufesiie)
married her without any interference from her.”

Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Adam Al-Ithyiibi said in his
explanation of Nasa1 (27/167):

“This is pointing to the fact that Zainab obtained the
right to boast due to her prayer and her making
Istikharah to her Lord. When she turned to Him, who is
free of all imperfections He married her to the Messenger
and revealed (verses) of the Qur’an that are recited about
her. Therefore, it is highly recommended that all women
imitate her so that they can experience a blessing similar
to what she received.”

' [TN] This is referring to Surah Al-Ahzab, verse 37.
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Brothers and sisters, whenever we deviate from the guidance
of the Book and Sunnah, we have no one to blame for the
misery and depression except ourselves.
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Appendix 3:
Who is the Wali (guardian) of the new Muslim in the
Land of the non-Muslims?

Shaykh Salih al-Fawzan was asked':

Who is the Wali (guardian) for the new Muslim woman
who accepts Islam in the lands of the non-Muslims?

Her Wali is the Islamic centre that is present in those
places. (In this instance), the leader of the Islamic centre
takes the responsibility that would normally belong to
those in authority in the Muslim lands. So he takes on

this duty.

' Taken from the eighth lesson of “Sharh Al-Sunnah”
1427/2/19 and its position is 1:09:03.

[TN] The Prophet (fzsafeiife) said:

“Those in authority (in the Muslim lands) are the
guardian for the woman who has no Wali [guardian].”

Shaykh Albani authenticated this hadeeth in “Al-Irwa” (6/243).
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Glossary

A

Ayah: (pl. ayat) “sign,” a verse of the Quran.

Ahad: a narration which has not reached the level of mutawatir.
Ahadith: see hadith.

‘Alayhis-salam: “may Allah (J&;%\:.) protect and preserve
him.” It is said after the name of a Prophet of Allah or after the
name of an Angel.

Ansar: “helpers;” the Muslims of al-Madinah who supported the
Muslims who migrated from Makkah.

’Arsh: Throne of Allah ({53 ).

’Asr: the afternoon Prayer.

Awliya‘: see Wall.

B

Bid’ah: Heresy (any innovatory practice).
Buraq: An animal bigger than a donkey and smaller than a horse
on which the Prophet (Jas4iiessfe4i{l) went for the Miraj.

D

Da't: one engaged in da’‘wah, caller.
Da’aef: “weak,” unauthentic narration.

P

Da’wah: invitation, call to Allah (Jzg).

Din: a completed way of life prescribed by Allah (G533).
Dhikr: (pl. adhkar) remembrance of Allah (33 ) with the heart,
sayings of the tongue and actions of our limbs.
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E

Iman: faith, to affirm all that was revealed to the Prophet
(assdeiffe).

F

Fahish: one who uses foul language.

Fard Kifayah: collective obligation - if fulfiled by a part of the
community then the rest are not obligated.

Fatwa: (pl. fatawa) religious verdicts.

Fagth: A Scholar who can give religious verdicts.

Figh: Islamic jurisprudence, understanding.

Fitnah: (pl. fitan) Trials, persecution, conflicts and strifes.
Fitrah: the natural disposition that one is born upon.

G

Ghula: going to an extreme.
Ghusl: A ceremonial bath necessary for the one who is in a state
of Janabah.

H

Hadith: (pl. ahadih) the saying, actions and approvals narrated
from the Prophet (Jasaiesakesfie).

Halal: lawful.

Hanif: pure Islamic Monotheism (worshipping Allah alone and
nothing else).

Haram: unlawful and forbidden.
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Hasan: fine, good; a term used for an authentic hadith, which
does not reach the level of Sahih.

Harj: killing.

Al-Haririyyah: an especially un-orthodox religious sect that
branched off from the Khawari.

Hijrah: migration from the land of Shirk to the land of Islam.
Hukm: a judgment of legal decision (especially of Allah).

’Ibadah: worship, worship of Allah.

lhsan: worshipping Allah as though you see Him. However,
since you cannot see Him, then know that He sees you.

Ijma@’: consensus, a unified opinion of Scholars regarding a
certain issue.

ljtihad: exertion of effort; the process of arriving at a reasoned
decision by a Scholar on an issue.

Imam: leaders; leaders in Prayer, knowledge in figh, leader of a
state.

Isnad: the chain of narrators linking the collector of the saying to
the person quoted.

Istikharah: a Prayer consisting of two units (rak’ah) asking Allah
for guidance.

Istiwa: ascending; the ascending of Allah above the Throne (in
the manner that befits His Majesty).

J

Janabah: state of a person after having sexual intercourse or
sexual discharge.

Janazah: (pl. jan&‘iz): Funeral.

Jihad: striving, struggling, fighting to make the Word of Allah
supreme.

Jumu’ah: Friday.

Jinn: invisible creation, created by Allah from smokeless fire.
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Junub: a person who is in the state of janabah.

K

Ka’bah: a square stone building in al-Masjidul-Haram (the great
mosque in Makkah which Muslims go to for pilgrimage and which
all Muslims direct their face in Prayer).

Al-Kaba‘ir: the major sins.

Khariji: (pl. Khawarij). those who declared that a Muslim
becomes a disbeliever due to committing a major sin alone.
Khalifah: (pl. khulafa®): the head of the Islamic government to
whom the oath of allegiance is given.

Khilafah: an Islamic state.

Khutbah: (person khatib), religious talk (sermon).

Kufr: (person kafir) act of disbelief in the Religion of Islam.

M

Madhhab: position or opinion of a Scholar; school of Islamic
Jurisprudence.

Makrih: not approved of, undesirable from the point of view of
Religion, although not punishable.

Manhaj: way; method; methodology.

Marfi’: raised; a narration attributed to the Prophet (Jas.fiiz).
Masjid: mosque.

Mawbiqat: great destructive sins.

Mudallis: one who practises tadlis.

Muhajir: (pl. muhajirian, muhajirin) one who migrated from the
land of the disbelievers to the land of the Muslims for the sake of
Allah.

Muhaddith: scholar of the science of hadrth.

Mufti: one who gives fatawa.

Mujahid: (pl. mujahidan): a Muslim warrior in Jih&d.

Mujtahid: one who is qualified to pass judgment using ijtihad.
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Munkar: “rejected;” a narration which is un-authentic itself and
contradicts and authentic narrations.

Mugqallid: one who practices taqlid.

Mushrik: (pl. mushrikdn) polytheists, pagans and disbelievers in
the oneness of Allah (%) and His Messenger (Jas4gsadeifle).
Mustahabb: recommended; an action if left it is not punishable
and if done it is rewardable.

Muttaqan: those who are pious.

Mutawatir: a hadith which is narrated by a very large number of
narrators, such that it cannot be supported that they all agreed
upon a lie.

Muwahhid: (pl. muwahhidin) one who unifies all of his worship
and directs it to Allah alone.

Mawdi’: fabricated; spurious; invented (narration).

Mawqiif: stopped; a narration from a Companion (not going back
to the Prophet (Jasadfiz)).

Mawsiil: “connected;” a continuous isnad (can be narrated back
to the Prophet (1.4 )).

N

Nafilah: (pl. nawafil) Optional practice of worship.
Niyyah: intention from the heart.
Nusuk: a sacrifice.

Q

Qadar: Divine pre-ordainment; that which Allah has ordained for
his creation.

Qiblah: the direction the Muslims face during Prayer.

Qiyas: analogical deduction of Islamic laws. New laws are
deduced from old laws based upon similarity between their
causes.
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Qunit: “devotion;” a special supplication while standing in the
Prayer.

Quraysh: one of the greatest tribes in Arabia in the pre-Islamic
period of Ignorance. The Prophet (1z.&4f-) belonged to this
tribe.

R

Rafidi: the correct title for the extreme Shrah. Those who bear
malice and grudges against the noble Companions (#:4is5) to
the extent that they declare them to be apostates. They also hold
that the Quran which the Muslims have is neither complete nor
preserved from corruption.

Ramadan: the ninth month of Islamic calendar, in which Muslims
observe fasting.

S

Sahabah: Muslims who met the Prophet (J&5.%4({z) believing in
him and died believing in him.

Sahth: authentic, the highest rank of classification of authentic
ahadrth.

Salaf/Salafus-Salihin: pious predecessors; the Muslims of the
first three generations: the Companions, the successors and their
SUCCeSSOrs.

Salaft: one who ascribes oneself to the salaf and follows their
way.

Sirah: the life story of the Prophet (Ja4Tigsafesiie ).

Shart’ah: the divine code of law of Islam.

Shawwal: the month after Ramadan.

Shaytan: Satan

Shrah: (see Rafidi) a collective name for various sects claiming
love for Ahlul-Bayt.
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Shirk: associating partners with Allah directly or indirectly;
compromising any aspects of Tawhid.

Sarah: a chapter of the Quran

Sunnah: “example, practice;” the way of life of the Prophet
(Asafed{l), consisting of his words, actions and silent approvals.
The Sunnah is contained in various ahadith.

T

Tabi’t: (pl. tabiln) the generation that came after the
Companions of the Prophet (dzsaei{i).

Tafsir: explanation of the Quréan.

Taghat: anything worshiped other than the real God (Allah) (i.e.
false deities).

Tahajjud: voluntary, recommended Prayer between the
compulsory prayers of 'Isha*and Fajr.

Takhrij: to reference a hadith to its sources and analyze its
isnads.

Taqlid: blind following; to follow someone’s opinion (madhhab)
without evidence.

Taqwa: acting in obedience to Allah, hoping for His mercy upon
light from Him and taqwa is leaving acts of disobedience, out of
fear of Him, upon light from Him.

Tarjamah: notes about a reporter of hadith.

Tawwaf: the circumambulation of the ka’bah.

Tawhid: Islamic Monotheism. The Oneness of Allah. Believing
and acting upon His Lordship, His rights of Worship and Names
and Attributes.

U

Uhud: A well known mountain in al-Madinah. One of the
greatest battles in Islamic history came at its foot. This is called
Ghazwah Uhud.
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’Ulama‘: (singular: 'alim) scholars.

Umm: mother of, used as an identification.

Ummah: “nation”, the Muslims as a whole.

’Umrah: a visit to Makkah during which one performs the tawwar
around the Ka’bah and the SaTbetween as-Safa and al-Marwah.
It is called the lesser Hajj.

Usiil: the fundamentals.

W

Wahyi: the revelation or inspiration of Allah to His Prophets.
Wahdatul-Wujid: the belief that everything in existence is infact
Allah. This deviant belief is held by many Sdafis.

Wakil: disposer of affairs.

Witr: “odd;” the last Prayer at the night, which consists of odd
number of raka’at (units).

Walimah: the wedding feast.

Wasilah: the means of approach or achieving His closeness to
Allah by getting His favours.

Wudi‘: an ablution (ritual washing) that is performed before
Prayer and other kinds of worship.

Y

Yaqin: perfect absolute faith.
Yathrib: one of the names of al-Madinah.

Z

Zakat: charity that is obligatory on everyone who has wealth over
and above a certain limit over which a year has passed (2.5% of
saved wealth).
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Zakatul-Fitr: an obligatory charity by the Muslims to be given to
the poor before the Prayer of ‘ldul-Fitr.

Zamzam: the sacred water inside the haram (the grand mosque)
at Makkah.

Zanadiqah: atheists, heretics.
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Our Call to the Ummah

[1]: We believe in Allah and His Names and Attributes, as they
were mentioned in the Book of Allah and in the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah (Jz52), without tahrif (distortion), nor tawil
(figurative interpretation), nor tamthil (making a likeness), nor
tashbih (resemblance), nor ta'til (denial).

[2]: We love the Companions (#zgiz5) of the Messenger of
Allaah (Jz5.%4{(>), and we hate those who speak against them.
We believe that to speak ill of them is to speak ill of the
Religion, because they are the ones who conveyed it to us. And
we love the Family of the Prophet (Js5:%4{i) with love that
is permitted by the Shari'ah.

[31: We love the People of Hadith and all of the Salaf of the
Ummah from Ahl al-Sunnah. Imam al-Shatibi (d.790H) - 525
- said, “The Salaf al-Salih, the Companions, the fabi'in and
their successors knew the Quran, its sciences and its meanings
the best.”

[4]: We despise ‘ilm al-kalam (knowledge of theological
rhetoric), and we view it to be from amongst the greatest
reasons for the division in the Ummah.

[s]: We do not accept anything from the books of figh
(jurisprudence), nor from the books of tafsir (explanation of the
Qur'an), nor from the ancient stories, nor from the Sirah
(biography) of the Prophet (Jzs:f4if), except that which has
been confirmed from Allah or from His Messenger

%

A4.650(2). We do not mean that we have rejected them, nor
)
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do we claim that we are not in need of them. Rather, we
benefit from the discoveries of our Scholars and the jurists and
other than them. However, we do not accept a ruling, except
with an authentic proof.

[6]: We do not write in our books, nor do we cover in our
lessons, nor do we give sermons with anything except the
Quran, or the authentic and authoritative hadith. And we
detest what emanates from many books and admonishers in
terms of false stories and weak and fabricated ahadith.

[7]: We do not perform fakfir upon any Muslim due to any
sin, except Shirk with Allah, or the abandonment of Prayer, or
apostasy. We seek refuge in Allah from that.

[8]: We believe that the Qur‘an is the Speech of Allah, it is not
created.

[ol: We hold that our ‘obligation is to co-operate with the
group that traverses the methodology of the Book and the
Sunnah, and what the Salaf of the Ummah were upon; in terms
of calling to Allah (JG5%5:2%), and being sincere in worship of
Him, and warning from Shirk, innovations, and disobedience,
and to advise all of the groups that oppose this.” ‘So co-
operating upon righteousness and piety (faqwa) and mutual
advising necessitates warning against evil and not co-
operating with the wicked.’

[10]: We do not deem it correct to revolt against the Muslim
rulers as long as they are Muslims, nor do we feel that
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revolutions bring about reconciliation. Rather, they corrupt
the community.

[11]: We hold that this multiplicity of present day parties is a
reason for the division of the Muslims and their weakness. So
therefore we set about ‘freeing the minds from the fetters of
blind-following and the darkness of sectarianism and party
spirit.’

[12]: We restrict our understanding of the Book of Allah and
of the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Ju5.&4{iz) to the
understanding of the Salaf of the Ummah from the Scholars of
hadith, not the blind-followers of their individuals. Rather, we
take the truth from wherever it comes. And we know that
there are those who claim Salafiyah, yet Salafiyah is free from
them, since they bring to the society what Allah has
prohibited. We believe in ‘cultivating the young generation
upon this Islam, purified from all that we have mentioned,
giving to them a correct Islamic education from the start -
without any influence from the disbelieving western
education.’

[13]: We believe that politics is a part of the Religion, and those
who try to separate the Religion from politics are only
attempting to destroy the Religion and to spread chaos.

[14]: We believe there will be no honor or victory for the
Muslims until they return to the Book of Allah and to the
Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Jasaksifle).
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[15]: We oppose those who divide the Religion into trivialities
and important issues. And we know that this is a destructive
Da‘wah.

[16]: We oppose those who put down the knowledge of the
Sunnah, and say that this is not the time for it. Likewise, we
oppose those who put down acting upon the Sunnah of the
Messenger of Allah (Jz.f4{l).

[17]: Our Da‘wah and our ‘Aqidah is more beloved to us than
our own selves, our wealth and our offspring. So we are not
prepared to part with it for gold, nor silver. We say this so that
no one may have hope in buying out our Da‘wah, nor should
he think that it is possible for him to purchase it from us for
dinar or dirham.

[18]: We love the present day Scholars of the Sunnah and hope
to benefit from them and regret the passing away of many of
them. Imam Mialik said (d.179H) - &i&z5, “The knowledge of
hadith is your flesh and blood and you will be asked concerning
it on the Day of Judgment, so look who you are taking it
from.”

[10]: We do not accept a fatwa except from the Book of Allah
and the Sunnah of the Messenger of Allah (Jz.84{).

These are glimpses into our ‘Agidah and our Da‘wah. So if one
has any objection to this, then we are prepared to accept advice
if it is truthful, and to refute it if it is erroneous, and to avoid it
if it is stubborn rejection. And Allah knows best.
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THE STRUCTURE OF

the Ml@y Famjy

1slim has meticulously defined the family structure, Islam encourages the
establishment of an (1slamic) household by legislating marriage and it promotes
this by explaining that marriage is {an institution of) relaxation, tranquility and
comfort to be enjoyed by both spouses. It elucidates that marriage is serene to
the soul and [it is a means] to prolong life until its final end.

Allah said:

“And among His Signs is this, that He created for you wives from among
yourselves, that you may find repose in them, and He has put between you
affection and mercy.” (Al Rum: 21]

Allah said:
“The women are a body cover, or screen, for you to enjoy the pleasure of living
with them, and you are the same for them.” [Al-Bagarah: 187}

This is how the Quran, in many verses, speaks about the establishment of an
(Islamic) family; and this is done in various ways, as we have witnessed.
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