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ARABIC SYMBOL TABLE

Arabic Symbols & their meanings

A} adai May Allah preserve him
il (i.e. a male companion of the
Prophet Muhammad)
SR Glorified & Exalted is Allah
h<3 (Allah) the Mighty & Sublime
Jess s (Allah) the Blessed & Exalted
&5 (Allah) the Sublime & Exalted
May Allah send Blessings &
P aLE Safety upon him (i.e. a
Prophet or Messenger)
May Allah send Blessings &
Safety upon him and his
Jafedeife family (i.e. Du’a sent when
mentioning the Prophet
Muhammad)
Az May Allah have mercy upon
him
May Allah be pleased with
ro them (i.e. Du’a made for the
nES Companions of the Prophet
Muhammad )
el (Allah) His Majesty is Exalted
Gedizs (ie. a female
Gediss companion of the Prophet

Muhammad)
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Introduction

Il praise belongs to Allah the Lord of the
AWorlds. I bear witness that no deity has the

right to be worshiped in truth except Allah,
He is alone and has no partner, and I bear witness that
Muhammad is His servant and His Messenger. May
Allah raise his status and bestow peace upon him, his
tamily, and all of his companions. O Allah, teach us
that which will benefit us, and benefit us with that
which you have taught us; and increase us in beneficial
knowledge. (O Allah) rectify for us all of our affairs,
and do not leave us to ourselves for the blinking of an
eye.

To proceed:

Noble gathering, congratulations to you for this
gathering in a house from the houses of Allah (JG535%).
(This gathering) is not for anything else except to study
the religion of Allah (§53\%) and to increase in the
- provision of faith. Our noble Prophet (5.54{>) said:
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“People do not gather in a house from the
houses of Allah reciting the book of Allah, and
studying it amongst themselves, except that
tranquility descends upon them, mercy covers
them, the angels encompass them, and Allah
mentions them to those who are with Him.”

It has been established in Sahth Muslim from the hadith
of Mu'awiyah (£245) who said:
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“The Messenger of Allah (Jo.&4di-) went out
to an assembly of his companions and said:
“What has made you sit here?”

So they said:

“We have sat to remember Allah and praise
Him for guiding us to Islam, and for what He
has bestowed upon us (of favors).”

The Prophet (Jz5:55) said:

“By Allah, nothing made you sit except that?”
The companions said\:

“By Allah, nothing made us sit except that.”
The Prophet (J4k4i>) said:

“I did not make you swear (by Allah) to accuse
you, but Jibreel came to me and informed me
that Allah talks proudly of you to the angels.”

So to Allah belongs the praise firstly and lastly, and to
Him belongs thanks openly and secretly. We ask Allah
-Exalted in His loftiness- who has made this meeting
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and gathering easy for us that He allows us to achieve
the good, the blessing, the profit, and the benefit. And

to make this sitting of ours as a proof for us and not

against us, and a benefit for us guiding us to the
straight path of Allah (153%). May Allah thank those
in charge for this blessed beneficial reward -Allah
willing- as well as their efforts, their service, and their
organizing of this meeting and gathering, which I ask
Allah (Ji$§;%22%) to allow us to achieve in it benefit and
good. And that He rewards those in charge for this
requital, their praiseworthy efforts, their service in
organizing this meeting, and the likes of these
beneficial gatherings.

Noble gathering, the talk in this gathering of ours is
about “Ways and reasons to stay firm upon the
religion.” Itis no doubt that studying the likes of this
subject is very important. The Muslim is in dire need
of studying the likes of this every now and then. This
is because the ways and the reasons that take a person
to the right and the left, hinder him from good, and
turn him away from guidance are of many different

types.

The calamities that deter (a person) from guidance
come from different ways. Therefore, the servant (of
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Allah) - and this is the situation- is to give tremendous

careful diligence to the ways of staying firm upon the
truth and guidance. Especially since the heart of the
son of Adam is afflicted with affairs, which are from
doubts or desires, thus turning him away and
deviating him from the straight path of Allah (J253).
Rather, it has been established by our noble Prophet
(As4k4i>) that he said:
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“The heart of the son of Adam turns more than
that of a pot when it boils.”

Likewise, it has been established from him (Jz5.&5{)
that he said:
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“The likeness of the heart is the likeness of a
feather on the ground of the desert blown
around by the wind.”

The heart was not called (Qalb) except due to its
turning and changing. Due to this most of the
supplication of our Prophet (4. £4{i=) used to be:
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“O Changer of hearts keep my heart firm upon
your religion.”

On the authority of Umm Salamah (gzfs5) who said:

“Most of the supplication of the Messenger of Allah
(A54%4() used to be:

“O Changer of hearts keep my heart firm upon
your religion.”

‘II

Umm Salamah said, so I said: “Do the hearts turn?
The Prophet (Jz5:84() said:

zT 7 ¢ - o~ 3% < s P
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“There is no heart except that it is between the
two fingers of the fingers of the Most Merciful
He turns it as He wills. If He wills He makes
it steadfast, and if He will He causes it to
deviate.”
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We ask Allah the Magnificent that He makes us firm

upon the truth and guidance and that He protects us

from deviation, misguidance, destruction, and ruin.

Especially since the restless overwhelming tribulations
are very many, which agitate the people, destroy them,
and take them here and there deviating (them) from
the straight path of Allah (J%35), except the one
whom Allah saves, protects, and preserves. And in
Sahih Muslim on the authority of the Prophet
(As4%4ile) who said:
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“Trials and tribulations are presented to the
heart like that of a straw mat woven stick by
stick. So which ever heart is penetrated by
them (i.e. the trials and tribulations) will have
a black spot put on it. And which every heart
rejects it will have a white spot placed on it.
Until there becomes two types of hearts: one
white like a white stone which will not be
harmed by tribulations as long as the heavens
and the earth remain. And the other (type of
heart) -and it is the heart that is penetrated
with tribulation- will be black and blurred
like an overturned vessel.”

This is what he (J&54&4{>) described it as being,

“Black and blurred like that of an overturned
vessel, not knowing good, and not rejecting
evil, but rather immersed in its desires.”

We ask Allah for wellbeing. This (Hadith) clarifies the
dangers of tribulations, and that trials are presented to
the hearts. Some of the scholars have said regarding
the meaning of (trials) are presented to the hearts: That
trials and tribulations stick to the hearts, and it will be
stuck in the heart that is presented (with these trials),
just like that of the straw mat when a person sleeps on
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it, and his body sticks to it; thus a mark from the mat is
left on his body due to it being stuck to him.

Likewise, this is the affair of tribulations when it comes
to the heart. However, the heart of the Muslim rejects
(these tribulations), and does not accept them. As for
other than that then it is immersed in tribulations, and
this means that they penetrate in one’s heart and are
deeply rooted in him, and Allah’s refuge is sought.
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Tribulation are of two types

The tribulations that the heart is afflicted kWith are of
two types:

1. Tribulations of doubts

2. Tribulations of desires

As for the tribulation of doubts then it results from
corrupt concepts, deficient knowledge, and weak
insight. As for tribulations of desires than it emanates
from (one having) weak determination, feeble will, low
aspiration, and the souls inclination to its lusts and
desires without concern for the limits of the legislation,
and the regulations of the religion. The tribulations of
doubts are corruption in knowledge, and the
tribulations of desires are corruption in action. A
person will not be upright upon the religion of Allah
(553E) except by him being upright upon beneficial
knowledge and righteous action, Allah said:

z
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“It is He who sent His Messenger with the

guidance and the religion of truth so that He
may cause it to prevail over all religions.”
[Stirah as-Saff 61:9]

Guidance is beneficial knowledge, and the religion of
truth is righteous action. The servant will not be upon
the truth, guidance, and safety from doubts and
desires, except by him adhering to this way and being
concerned with it; beneficial knowledge and righteous
action. Since this status and the matter is the loftiest of
statuses, and the greatest of matters. Allah (JG%=:2)
ordered His servants to adhere to supplicating Him to
be guided to the straight path. Rather, He ordered this
upon His servants every day and night; seventeen
times in the obligatory prayer.
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“Guide us to the straight path” “The path of
those whom You have bestowed Your grace.
Not (the way of) those who earned Your anger
nor those who went astray.” [Siurah al-Fatihah

1:6-7]
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Those whom Allah has bestowed His grace are
those whom Allah has combined for them
between beneficial knowledge and righteous
action.

Those who have earned Allah’s wrath are those
who have knowledge but don’t act upon it, as
Allah said about the Jews:

“The likeness of those who were entrusted
with the Torah, but failed to implement it is
like the donkey that carries huge books.”
[Sitrah al-Jumu’ah 62:5]

“They did not implement it,” meaning they did not

act upon it.

The one who is misguided is he who does a
deed and is diligent in acts of worship but has
no knowledge nor insight in the religion of
Allah (J31).

Therefore, safety and benefit will only (take place) by
actualizing these two affairs together; beneficial
knowledge and righteous action. So with beneficial
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knowledge a person will be saved by Allah permission

from overwhelming doubts. And with righteous action
and uprightness upon it, a person will be saved by

Allah’s permission from destructive desires.

It must be known - noble gathering- that the affair of
being steadfast upon the truth and guidance is in the
hand of Allah (1%5%=%). And He (1%5%22) is the One
whom the hearts of the servants are in His hand. They
(i.e. His servants) are subject to His disposal and His
subjection. Whatever Allah wills will be and what
every He does not will, will never be, and there is no
power nor might except with Allah. To Allah belongs
the affair from before and after, and all of the affairs of
the servants are in His hand,

(odsrap¥)

“Every day He is (engaged) in an affair.”
[Sitrah ar-Rahman 55:29]

(Allah) guides and misguides, honors and disgraces,
abase and raises, gives and prevents, withholds (the
provision) and enlarges (the provision), He makes
(people laugh) and cry, He gives life and death. The
affair is His affair, and all of the creation are subject to
His disposal (J%;%\2). Being steadfast is in the hand
of Allah. It is He who gives success, aids and guides to
the straight path. Allah (1\53%) said:
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“ Allah makes firm those who believe with the
statement of firmness in the life of this world,
and Allah misguides the wrongdoers. And
Allah does what He wills.” [Siirah Ibrahim
14:27]

If the Muslim knows this tremendous foundation in
this matter - and it is that steadfastness is an affair that
is in the hand of Allah- then the servant is to give great
importance to turning to Allah, having good reliance
upon Him, and putting complete trust in Him
(J&5%=2); (while) hoping from Him alone that Allah
makes him firm, guides him, rectifies his heart, and
protects him from deviation, and misguidance. Thus,
the affair is His affair (&%), Due to this there are
many supplications that have been reported in
achieving this affair, and in attaining this firmness.
And from that is what has come in the noble Qur’an:

-
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“Our Lord do not deviate our hearts after you
have guided us, and grant us mercy from You.
Indeed, You are the One who bestows.” [Siirah
ali Imran 3:8]

Also, there are many (supplications) from our noble
Prophet (Ju5:%4l=) dealing with this matter, and from
them is the supplication that has preceded, which used
to be most of the supplication of our Prophet
(A.%4fl) “O Changer of hearts keep my heart firm
upon your religion.” It comes in al-Bukhari and
Muslim that our noble Prophet (Jzs.&4{{z) said in his
supplication:

et - 5 0 = - P 8,7 F - 7 5 58
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“O Allah, to you I submit, in You I believe, in
You I put my trust, to You I will return, and for
you I dispute. O Allah, I seek refuge in Your
honor- there is no god who has the right to be
worshiped but You- that You misguide me.
You are the Ever-Living, who never dies, but
jinn and mankind will (all) die.”
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Also, it has come from the Prophet (J&54£4{i) that he
called upon the one who left his home for any benefit
from the benefits of the religion or the worldly life that
they say:
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“O Allah, I seek refuge in You that I stray or
become misguided, that I fall into error or that
I am made to fall into error, that I oppress
(others) or that I am oppressed, or that I am
ignorant or that I am treated in an ignorant
manner.”

Also from the reported supplications from the Prophet
(Jz5:4fe) in this affair is the hadith of ‘Ali (kedix)
when he requested from the Prophet (Jz5.&4{>) that
he teach him a supplication that he could supplicate to
Allah with it. He (.84 ) said:

AT T AR VN A U
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“Say, O Allah, guide me and set me aright”,
and remember (when you ask Allah) to guide
you then think of the straight path, and when

22| Page



Shaykh *Abdur Razzaq bin ‘Abdul Muhsin al-Badr
you ask Him to set you aright (remember) the
aiming of the arrow.”

And the supplications with this meaning are many.

So with this it becomes known -noble gathering- that
from the greatest ways of staying steadfast, and the
most important of (these ways) is supplicating, turning
to Allah for help by requesting that (from Him), while
putting great trust in Allah, having strong reliance
upon Him, having complete recourse to Him, asking
Him for firmness, and seeking refuge (in Him) from
deviation and misguidance. And Allah does not
disappoint the one who calls upon Him, nor does He
turn down the one who calls out to Him -and He
(JG5%=22%) is the One who said:

“And if My servants ask about Me then I am
near. I respond to the supplication of the one
who calls Me. So let them obey Me and believe
in Me so that they may be guided to the right
path.” [Siirah al-Bagarah 2:186)

Likewise, Allah said:
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“And your Lord said,” Call upon Me and I will
respond to you. Indeed, those who turn away
from My word will enter .” [Siirah Ghafir 40:60]

So we ask Allah by His beautiful names and His lofty
attributes- and because He is Allah whom none has the
right to be worshipped but Him, and because He
(J&5%=2) is the changer and the turner of the hearts-
that He makes all of us firm upon the truth and
guidance, and that He protects us all from deviation
and misguidance. Indeed, He (I&%3) is the All-
Hearer, near (to His servants thru His knowledge), and
responds (to the supplication of His servants who call
upon Him alone).
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Giving great concern to the Noble Qur’an

nd from the greatest ways of staying steadfast

upon the truth and guidance is giving great

concern to the noble Qur’an; the book of
guidance, the book of steadfastness and uprightness.
Allah (1&3%) said:

J::ij ,’53\ o Lsss s O Ba F )

“Verily, this Qur'an guides to that which is
most just, and it gives glad tidings to the
believers who do righteous deeds, that they
will have a tremendous reward.” [Surah al-Isra’
17:9]

Therefore, giving great concern to this tremendous
book by reading it, contemplating the Qur’an’s
meanings and what they indicate; as well as striving
against (one’s) soul in acting to its advice and its
guidance is from the affairs that assists (an individual)
upon steadfastness. Allah (J{5%2) said:
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“Those who disbelieved said,” If only the
Qur’an was revealed to him at once.” Thus,
that We make your heart firm with it. And We
have revealed it in stages.” [Surah al-Furqan
25:32]

So that which is benefited from this verse is that the
Muslims concern for reciting the Qur’an, reflecting
upon the Qur’an’s meanings, and the guidance of the
Qur’an; and thereafter striving against (ones) soul by
acting upon it, is from the greatest causes and reasons
for steadfastness. Allah (J§%=:) said:
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“When a surah is revealed, from them are

those who say,” Which of you has had this
(surah) increase him in faith?” As for those

26| Page



Shaykh ‘Abdur Razzaq bin “Abdul Muhsin al-Badr
who believe it increases them in faith, and
they rejoice.” [Suirah at-Tawbah 9:124]

This is the affair of the Qur’an with those who give
concern to it; those who reflect upon its verses, those
who contemplate its meanings, as well as what they
indicate. And due to this there are verses in the Qur’an
encouraging the contemplation of the book of Allah.

Allah said:

/
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“Do they not reflect about the Qur’an? Or are
there locks upon their hearts?!” [Siurah
Muhammad 47:24]

And Allah said:
S ace & 0 P Ol 055 S )
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“Do they not ponder over the Qur’an? Had it
been from other than Allah they would
certainly found much contradiction in it.”
[Stirah an-Nisa” 4:82]

Likewise, Allah said;
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“A book that We have revealed to you, filled
with blessings so that they may reflect upon its

verses, and so that men of understanding may
remember.” [Siirah Sad 38:29]

Rather, Allah has informed in the noble Qur’an, that
this Qur’an, and a person’s concern for reflecting upon
it, is from the greatest causes for being saved from
misguidance, turning back on one’s heels, and
deviating from the straight path. So ponder over this
meaning in the statement of Allah (J&;%2%):
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“My verses used to be recited to you. However,
you turned back on your heels. In pride
speaking badly about it (i.e. the Qur’an) at
night. Have they not pondered upon the
word...?” [Sirah al-Muminiin 23:66-68]

Meaning that had they reflected upon the word (i.e. the
Qur’an), and gave concern to pondering over the
guidance of the noble Qur’an, and then that would
have been a cause for their safety from turning back on
(their) heels. Thus, in the Qur’an is a protection from
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falsehood and a safety from deviation and

misguidance. Due to this Allah (J{&;%2.) said:
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“Hold firm to the rope of Allah and be not
divide amongst yourselves.” [Sirah ali Imran
3:103]

And due to this it is imperative upon the Muslim-
especially with the many trials, their types, and their
severity upon a person when it comes to the two affairs
of doubts and desires- that he makes for himself a
portion of the book of Allah; reading it, reflecting upon
it, pondering upon the noble Qur’an’s meanings, and
striving against (ones) soul to act by it, in order to
actualize the statement of Allah (J&%e2):

03 s B ol o ”’::,»j(;.

v&

{ & o é«\»‘b‘\g - S o 4y Oieb

“Those whom We gave the book they recite it
the way that it should be recited, they are those
who believe in it.” [Siurah al-Bagarah 2:121]

May Allah make us all from them by His favor and His
honor.
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Being concerned with performing good
deeds

oble gathering, also from the ways of staying

firm upon the religion is being concerned

with performing good deeds, seeking
nearness to Allah, and striving against one’s soul in
that. Indeed, the soul is free and liberated. Therefore, it
is in need of the servant to strive against itself;
persistent upon the truth, guidance, and diligence
upon that. As Allah (J53\7) said:

— t_ -~ e [4
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“Those who strive for Us, then We shall
certainly guide them to Our ways. Verily,
Allah is with the good-doers.” [Sirah al-
Ankabit 29:69]

So fighting against one's soul in performing good
deeds, acts of worship, and seeking nearness to Allah
is from the reasons for having great firmness (upon the
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religion). Ponder upon this meaning in the noble verse
(where) Allah said:
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“ Allah makes firm those who believe with the
statement of firmness in the life of this world
and the hereafter.” [Siirah [brahim 14:27]
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Verily, faith and being concern about it is a cause for a
person steadfastness; and that is the believing servant
considers his faith the most precious and valuable
thing that he owns. And that his adherence to his faith
and his observance of his religion is greater than that
of the people of this world for their worldly life. Also,
he takes account of himself when it comes to the affairs
of the religion and his deeds, even more so than the
accounting of those who have money as it relates to the
affair of gaining and earning wealth and being safe
from losing profit. Indeed, the believer considers his
faith and his religion the most precious thing that he
owns and the most valuable thing that he possesses.
His concern for his region is of great concern in belief
and action.

If this was his perseverance, observance, and concern
for his religion, then that is a reason-by Allah’s
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permission - for Allah making him firm upon the truth
and guidance. And because of this, the soundness of
belief, and the striving of the soul upon upright action
is a reason for steadfastness. At this point we reflect
upon that which has been reported from the Prophet
(A544{i>) in the authentic hadith where he said:

“Indeed, a man does the deeds of the dwellers
of Paradise until there is not between him and
it (i.e. Paradise) but a hand span, and then that
which has been written overtakes him. Thus
he does the deeds of the inhabitants of the
hellfire, and enters it.”

Likewise, it comes in some narrations of the hadith that
which explains and clarifies (this hadith). The Prophet

(Asaedile) said:
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“Indeed, a man does the deeds of the dwellers
of paradise from that which is apparent to the
people.”

So due to this the scholars (may Allah have mercy on
them) have taken (from this hadith) that the person
whose belief is correct, and is upright upon the religion
of Allah (3:%), then Allah will preserve his religion,
preserve his faith, and protect him -by this favor and
honor- from deviation and misguidance. And because
of this Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy upon
him) has reported in his book al-Jawab al-Kafi from one
of the scholars that he stated:

“It is not perceived for the one whose belief
was correct that the likes of this would happen
to him (i.e. deviate), but rather the likes of this
affair will only take place with regards to the
person who was negligent, lacked concern, did
not take heed or had with him deviation in the
aspect of the belief. Due to this, the masters of
innovation and the people of desires are from
the people who are the greatest in deviating in
the religion, changing from one way to
another way, and from one path to another
path. As for the correct belief and upright faith
then it is a protection for its companion as well
as a safety for him by the permission of Allah
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Paying attention to the conduct of those who
are good examples from the servants of
Allah

Iso from the means of staying firm upon the

truth and guidance is paying attention to the

conducts of those who are good examples
from the servants of Allah, and the best of His servants;
while contemplating their behavior, looking into their
information, their character, their excellences, their
great merit, and their bless morals. For indeed this is
from the greatest aids in staying firm upon the truth
and guidance. Specifically, the conducts of the
Prophets; the best of the servants of Allah, and they are
the finest of His creation. Verily, within their stories are
a lesson and example; and within them is an aide in
staying steadfast and being upright upon the truth and
guidance.
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“ All that We relate to you from the news of the
Messengers (is so that) We may make your
heart firm thereby.” [Surah Hid 11:120]

Therefore, Allah’s mention of the stories of the
Prophets in the noble Qur’an is not just for information
that we may know; or (just) stories and news that we
are informed about. Rather, the intent of mentioning
these stories is so that the believer may take an
example and benefit thereby.
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“Verily in their stories, is an example for those
of understanding. It is not speech forged.”
[Sitrah Yisuf12:111]

Thus, their stories are an example and lesson for the
believer. For this (reason) it is obligatory upon the
diligent Muslim who is steadfast upon the truth and
guidance to give great concern to the stories of the
Prophets, and the news of the Messengers. Especially
the news and biography of the best of them, and the
finest of them; our Prophet Muhammad (Jz5.&5{E).
Allah has said:
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“You have in the Messenger of Allah the best
example; for he who hopes for Allah and the
hereafter, and remembers Allah much.” [Surah
al-Ahzab 33:21]

So whenever the servant gives great concern to the
biographies and the news of the best of those
individuals, then one's love will be greater for them.
And whenever one has a great love for them in their
heart, then one's adherence to them will be greater, and
one will transverse upon their way. Hence by that, one
will be closer to good.

Look - May Allah protect you- at when many of the
male and the female youth turned to reading the
stories and the news of people who had no desire for
good (nor were upright in the religion), how reading
those stories of these people deceived the male and
female youth; and how those stories became a reason
for the deviation (of the youth), and kept them far
away from the correct path. This clarifies to you that
reading biographies whomever they may be, affects a
person, and that is a must. And it is not appropriate
that a youth to say: I just read biographies and news
for entertainment and to pass the time. However, this
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in reality is not the case. It is not just entertainment and

passing the time, but rather in reality it has a negative
(effect) upon (one's) faith and intellect. Likewise, it
pollutes the intellect and sickens it. Specifically those
who are experts in the affair of stories, and deviating
the minds; the minds of young and the youth; and (you
could) say the same about the (T.V.) series and plays,
which many of the male and female youth have been
tried with; and how with time these (things) have has
a tremendous effect upon their faith, character, and

manners.

For this reason it is imperative that a person is stern
with them self, and that he does not read the
biographies except the biographies of those who in
reading their biography there is a benefit, and studying
their news is useful and beneficial; from giving life to
the hearts, renewing (ones) faith, correcting the belief,
strengthening (ones) reliance, doing good deeds, and
other than that. Just a person stated:
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“Repeat to me their speech O cameleer.

Because their speech returns the vigor to the
rusty heart.”
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Yes by Allah, this is the affair of the speech, the
biographies, and the news of the righteous. It has a
great effect on the hearts. Due to this, it is a must that
the Muslim who admonishes himself gives great
concern to reading the biographies of the Prophets, the
news of the Messengers, and the biographies of those
who followed the Prophets. The best of those who
followed the Prophets are the noble companions

(Fedi)
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“You were the best nation raised up for
mankind.” [Sarah ali-Imran 3:110]

And because of this Allah (}&;%5.2) said:
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“The first and foremost of those who accepted
Islam from the Muhajiriin and the Ansar; and
those who followed them in goodness.” [Surah
at-Tawbah 9:100]

A person will not truly follow them in goodness except
if he knows them; he knows their news, he knows their
biographies and circumstances, he strives against
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himself in following them, and traversing upon their

upright way. Therefore, this affair is honorable and is
of the uppermost importance. O you who has been
granted success, when you read the biographies of the
Prophets (May Allah raise their status and grant them
peace) you find in every story that which aids you in
strengthening (your) religion and making it firm,
increasing you in certainty and putting reliance upon
Allah (The Exalted). If you read about the patience of
Nuh in calling and advising his people and him
working (diligently) to guide them, and that he
remained a thousand years except fifty years; while
calling his people night and day, secretly and publicly,
with tremendous patience and utmost striving. By
reading this, it will have the greatest affect upon you.

If you read about the patience of Zakariya (May Allah
grant him peace) during the calamity that Allah tested
him with; and (how) he turned to Allah, seeking His
protection, and relying on him, then that will have the
greatest affect upon you. And if you read the story of
Yuasuf (May Allah grant him peace), it is filled with
examples and lessons. Ponder over his story with the
wife of al-Aziz and how she sought to seduce him, and
she made that feasible for him. And she was (a woman)
of high status and beauty. So many temptations were
present in that situation. Just a few of these
(temptations) would have sufficed in displacing many
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people in a cesspit of vices. However, despite the many

different types of temptations Yusuf said:
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“I seek refuge in Allah.” [Surah Yusuf12:23]

And he said as it comes in the whole story:

“My Lord, prison is more beloved to me than
that which they call me to.” [Sirah Yusuf12:33]

Thus, when an individual reads the likes of these
stories and this news. Especially the news of the last of
the Prophets; the finest of them and the best of them,
our Prophet Muhammad (jz5:%4{>), this has so much
effect (upon a person). So, for this reason, the people
are in need of reading the biography as well as reading
the merits; the merits of the noble Prophet (i)
so that this reading may be an aide for them -by
Allah’s permission- in staying steadfast upon the truth
and guidance.
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Deligence in closing those pathways that
lead him to destruction

Iso from the means of staying firm upon the

truth and guidance is that a person is diligent

in closing those pathways that lead him to
destruction, and cause him to get involved in that
which is unlawful. A person should not be negligent
about this issue, but rather one is to strive against their
self so that no inner thoughts may enter upon them
from (ones) innermost feelings, which lead them to evil
and corruption.

If you want to know the importance of this issue, then
contemplate upon this affair in the tremendous hadith,
which has been collected in the Musnad and other than
it, that our noble Prophet (jzs.&5) said:
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“ Allah has made a parable of the straight path.
On the two sides of the path are two walls with
open doors. On each door, there are curtains
hanging, and at the door of the path is a caller
saying: ‘O people, all of you enter the path
(and be straight) and do not be crooked.” And
there will be a caller calling out from the
inside of the path. So if one wants to open any
of these doors (the caller) says to him:

“Woe to you, do not open it. If you open it, you
will enter it.”

Then he clarifies this saying:
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“The path is Islam, and the two walls are the
limits set by Allah. And the open doors are
what Allah has forbidden. The caller at the
head of the path is the book of Allah, and the
caller above the path is the admonisher of
Allah, which is in the heart of every Muslim.”

So here we contemplate - O traveler- as you walk along
the straight path- that it does not cease (as long as) you
are on your path - doors passing your right and your
left leading a person to enter into that which is
unlawful, and deviating (a person) from the straight
path. These doors are described in this hadith as having
curtains hanging upon them. And you know that a
door that does not have anything on it except a curtain,
that the one is entering it does not require much effort,
nor does it require from him (a lot) of time. Contrary to
the door that has a lock on it, and needs handling and
effort, and opening it requires time from a person. As
for those doors that lead a person to the unlawful,
which only have curtains on them; and curtains do not
require from a person much effort in opening them. So
if the traveler stops in his path and just says: “I'm
going to look, just a glance.” Then after the glance is a
gradual step, then after that step he sets out until a
person finds himself involved (in haram).

For this reason, it is a must that the diligent person
upon steadfastness and uprightness upon the truth
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and guidance, to close (all of) the pathways, and that
he does not open anything from them, least he be
destroyed. Many people have become involved (in the
haram). Especially in this time, with the new devices
like the cell phones, which are carried and transported.
A person transports it with him from place to place.
Likewise, the devices in homes and what they contain
from many sites, which are infested with desires, and
doubts. Many people due to (their) lack of Din
(religion), weakness of faith, and feeble knowledge,
many of them do not care, and say:

” 1T am just getting to the site and looking.”
“What do they have, and what do they have.”

Then he finds himself with time, and because of this
looking and listening, he finds that inner thoughts
have started to enter his heart, and many things have
accumulated in his heart, because of looking and
listening. And he is the one who has perpetrated this
against himself. He was thinking in the beginning that
he would enter (upon these sites), and would not be
affected. However, within days he finds that this really
has caused his heart to become tremendously sick. So
his situation was like that of the one who said:
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“It cast him into the sea tied up, and said to
him: Beware! Beware! Least that you become
wet with water!”

So how can a person hope for themselves safety and
well-being and he has plunged and put himself on a
path that results in one’s destruction and leads to ruin.
If you want to know an example that will bring you
closer to (understanding) this illustration; and the
scholars have mentioned it - Imam Ahmad and other
than him- regarding the circumstance of the servant.
How when he first falls into sins, he falls into minor
things. Then he does not cease to delve and drift until
he is contaminated with great dangerous types of sins.
The scholars have mentioned an example of that: Have
you seen a person who has on clean clothes with new
clean shoes? He passes through an area that has mud
and clay in it, and he is in need of passing this area.
What does he do at the beginning of the affair? You
find that he searches for a tall rock, or an elevated
place, which does not have mud or clay on it. Thus, he
places his foot on it while being extremely cautious. He
walks in the mud while putting his foot on things that
haven’t been touched by the mud and clay, and then
he continues. Sometimes, perhaps he slips and gets hit
with a little (mud). However, he does not cease being
diligent so that he does not touch anything from this
mud. Then he slips (again), then a second time, then a
third. Then he dives into it and doesn’t even care.
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This is an example that the scholars have illustrated to

show how things start with a person little by little, until
a great involvement in sins take place, as well as
delving into them. Because of this, from the greatest
affairs and the most important of them with regards to
staying firm upon the truth and guidance, is that a
person closes (all those) pathways, which result in him
falling into the unlawful; and that he does not follow
the footsteps of Shaytan.
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A person is extremely diligent about friends
and companions

Iso from the ways of staying steadfast upon

the truth and guidance, is that a person is

extremely diligent about friends and
companions. And that one chooses for himself
companions and friends who will assist him upon
steadfastness. Because the companion trails along and
affects his companion, and that is unavoidable. Due to
this the Prophet (4. £4{>) said:
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“A person is on the religion of his friend, so let
one of you look to whom he takes as a friend.”

Likewise, he (1z:%4>) said:
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“The example of the righteous companion
whom is sat with, and the bad companion
whom is sat with, is like that of the one
carrying musk, and the blacksmith blowing
bellows. As for the one carrying musk then
either he will give you some as a gift, or you
will buy some from him, or you will find a
nice smell from him. As for the blacksmith
blowing bellows, he will either burn your
clothes, or you will find a foul smell from
him.”

For this reason, in this situation the servant is in need
of choosing companions who will assist him in
obedience (to Allah), strengthen his ability, and
strengthen his arm in the obedience of Allah. Allah

(J532) said:
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“We will strengthen your arm through your
brother.” [Siirah al-Qasas 28:35]

Also, Allah said:
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“Be patient with those who call upon their
Lord during the early morning and in the
evening desiring His face. And do not let your
eyes overlook them, desiring the glitter of the
life of this world. And do not obey he whom
We have made his heart heedless of Our
remembrance, and follows his desire, and
whose deed has been made lost.” [Siirah al-Kahf
18:28]

This situation - the situation of choosing companions-
is a situation that requires understanding and
contemplation with regards to the one a person takes
as a companion. It is not for the believer to go with
whomever he wants. Rather, he is to choose brothers,
companions, and friends who will aid him in good.
This is what is benefited from the statement of our
Prophet (Jz4£4{i>) in the previous hadith,

e
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“So let one of you look to whom he takes as a
friend.”

His statement: “So let one look to”, this is a request
from our Prophet (Ju5:%4§) to have understanding in
this affair, and to contemplate it. So a person
contemplates and looks to the one whom he is going to
accompany and associate with, then after that he
befriends them. Due to this some of the salaf stated:
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“From the understanding of a man is whom he
enters with, whom he leaves with, and whom
he befriends from the people.”

This is a proof of having an understanding. And due
to this it is appropriate that a person gives great
concern to choosing noble companions, and brothers
who will aid him in knowledge, aided him in being
prepared, aide him in righteousness and adherence to
the obedience of Allah (J55253).
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The Muslim knows that he has an enemy
who does not want him to be firm

Iso from the ways of staying firm is that the

Muslim knows that he has an enemy who

does not want him to be firm, nor does he
want him to be upright upon the obedience of Allah
(J&5%s:L). And from the affair of this enemy is that he
sees you, and you do not see him. An enemy who sees
you, but you do not see (him) is a strong ammunition,
as the salaf (may Allah have mercy on them) have
stated. This enemy, Allah has ordered us to take him
as an enemy, and He (&%) warned us from

(following) his footsteps, his evil, and his deception.
145 )
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“Indeed, Shaytan is an enemy to you, so take
him as an enemy. He only invites his party (i.e.
followers) so that they may be from dwellers
of the blazing Fire.” [Sirah Fatir 35:6]
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“O you who believe, do not follow the
footsteps of Shaytan.” [Siirah an-Nur 24:21]

And due to this itis imperative that a person pays close
attention to the dangers of this enemy. And that this
enemy does not cease to be with the servant (of Allah)
misguiding, preventing, and sitting in the servants’
pathways.
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“Then I will come to them in front of them and
behind them, from their right and their left,
and You (i.e. Allah) will not find most of them
thankful.” [Sirah al-A’raf 7:17]

The Prophet (4z5:54{{z) said:
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“Verily, Shaytan sits in the pathways of the
son of Adam.”
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Meaning every path that the servant pursues, whether

it be a good path or an evil path. Shaytan even sits in
his path of good; in order to divert him and turn him
away, as well as to weaken the servants worship and
him seeking nearness to Allah. For this reason, it is
legislated for us - when we enter that masjid- to say:
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“I seek refuge in Allah the Magnificent, and in
His Noble Face, and in His Eternal
Sovereignty from the accursed Shaytan. “

Also, it is legislated for us when we leave the masjid to
say:
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“O Allah, protect us from Shaytan.”

Because Shaytan sits for the son of Adam in every path
that the servant pursues, and every road that the
servant walks through be it good or evil. If the path is
good, it is so that Shaytian can turn him way, and if it is
that of evil, then Shaytan pushes him to proceed and
continue therein. So due to this, it is a must that the
diligent servant upon steadfastness and uprightness,
who is safe from deviation and misguidance to know
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the dangers of this enemy; and he should increase in

seeking refuge in Allah from him.

©\

- s 3

& Al o5 & 3y 5 of 55 b

’ ) . > % w 2 ,i/
’a 92;545': o o ‘/5’\’, 34003

¥

“And say: My Lord, I seek refuge in you from
the whispers of the devils. And I seek refuge
in you My Lord that they should come near
me.” [Surah al-Muminiin 23:97-98]

“Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of mankind.
The King of mankind. The God of Mankind.
From the evil of the whispers of the one who
withdraws. Who whispers into the breast of
mankind. Of Jinn and men.” [Sirah an-Nas
114:1-6]

Therefore, he withdraws from whispering. If the
servant is negligent of the remembrance of Allah then
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he whispers, but if the servant remembers Allah he

withdraws. Meaning he leaves the servant. Allah said:
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“And whosoever turns away from the
remembrance of the Most Merciful, then We
will appoint to him a devil companion.” [Siirah
az-Zukhruf 43:36]

55 | Page



Ways of Staying Firm Upon the Religion

The servant always remembers that this life
is a place for passing through

Iso from the ways that aid in steadfastness is

that the servant always remembers that this

life is (just) a place for passing through and
not a place for settlement. One should remind
themselves of the standing before Allah, and His
meeting. And that Allah will reward the servants, and
that their accounting is based on their deeds. ‘Ali ibn
Abi Talib (224i) stated:
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“Verily, the worldly life is departing, and the
hereafter is coming; and they both have
children. Therefore, be from the children of
the Hereafter, and do not be from the children
of this worldly life. For indeed today is action
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with no account, and tomorrow is a reckoning
with no action.”

So do this, from the greatest matters which aid in
steadfastness and guidance, is that the servant
constantly remembers that he will stand before Allah.
And that he will meet Allah, and that there will be an
account, punishment, paradise, hell-fire, pleasure, and
displeasure; he remembers this. Indeed, remembering
this and reflecting about it is from the greatest affairs
which aide one upon the truth and guidance. For this
reason, the person who is given their book (i.e. record
of deeds) in their right hand, and returns towards his
family joyed and happy of (his) book; what does he
mention for the reason of his safety and success?
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“As for he who is given his book in his right
hand he will say: Here! Read my book! I knew
I would meet my account!” [Surah al-Hagah
69:19-20]

This is the reason. “I knew,” meaning: I believed I
would meet my account. This belief if it clings to the
heart and is grounded in the soul, and the servant
reflects about it, and then it will be an aide for him - by
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Allah’s permission- upon steadfastness on the truth

and guidance. Similar to this is Allah’s saying:
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“Verily, before we were afraid amongst our
families. So Allah has been favored us and has
saved us from the torment of the fire.” [Surah
at-Tur 52:26-27]

Therefore, the likes of this contemplating and
reflecting will aid the servant upon steadfastness, the
truth, and guidance. Due to this Allah says:
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“O you who have believed, fear Allah, and let
every soul look to what It has put forth for
tomorrow. And fear Allah...” [Sirah al-Hashr
59:18]

So this consideration - a person’s consideration- for
what his soul has put forth for tomorrow, what has he
done? What is he going to meet Allah with? He should
look and take account of himself. Take account of
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yourselves before you are taken into account. And

weight your actions before they are presented before
Allah (353%). So the likes of this consideration,
contemplation, and constantly reflecting about this is
from the greatest aid for staying firm upon the truth
and guidance. For this reason, you find in many
Ahadith (ie. plural of hadith) in the context of
mentioning righteous deeds, or the context of warning
against wicked actions. The Prophet (Jz5:&4f) said:

PENFYSE I R L
“Whoever believes in Allah and the last day.”

This is because remembering the last day, which is the
day of recompense and the day of account, will
strengthen within the servant the devotion for acts of
obedience, and keep him away from sin and the
unlawful. Allah (J5%=22) said:

“So take a provision, for indeed the best
provision is piety. And fear Me, O men of
understanding.” [Siirah al-Bagarah 2:197]
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Taking one’s self into account

Iso from the important ways that assist in

steadfastness is taking one’s self into account.

And that a person looks to his deeds and what
he has put forth. And that his taking account of himself
is greater than that of a (business) partner taking
account of his partner. He takes account of himself. It
is better for him to take account of himself (now) before
Allah takes him into account. Because if he takes
account of himself he will look to his deeds, and he will
realize his negligence and his shortcomings. This is
from the reasons for leaving off this negligence, and
staying away from carelessness and being undutiful to
Allah. So it is better for the servant that he takes
account of himself before he says -and it will not
benefit him to say this-
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“Atlas, my grief that I was undutiful to Allah.”
[Surah az-Zumar 39:56]

This is a tremendous situation that is evitable. And the
verse that has already been mentioned, and itis Allah’s
saying:
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“O you who have believed, fear Allah, and let
every soul look to what it has put forth for
tomorrow, and fear Allah. Indeed, Allah
Knows well that which you do.” [Siirah al-

Hashr 59:18]

(This verse) is a foundation in this affair, the affair of

takings one’s self into account.
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Closing

o in closing, the ways and the methods that aid

in firmness are many and various. Itis obligatory

that the servant contemplates well about this
tremendous matter; especially that which relates to the
hearts. This also is an important affair as it relates to
staying firm upon the truth and guidance; that a
person is diligent about the integrity of their heart and
its soundness. The Prophet (. £4{i>) said:
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“Verily, in the body is a morsel of flesh. If it is
upright, then the whole body will be upright.
However, if it is corrupt then the entire body
will be corrupt; indeed, it is the heart.”

Due to this, it is imperative that the servant is diligent
about the uprightness of his heart, the soundness of his
heart, and the purity of his inner self. Indeed, the heart,
if it is sound and upright, the body will be upright
because the body follows the heart as it relates to
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uprightness. The body follows the heart, and also the

tongue. Due to this it was said:
Q}ML i:,.;.i!

“The human personality is one of two things.”

Meaning his heart and his tongue. The Prophet
(Assaedifle) said:
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“When the son of Adam wakes up, all of the
limbs humble themselves before the tongue
and say Fear Allah for our sake because we are
with you. If you are upright, we will be
upright, but if you are crooked, then we will
be crooked.”

Thus, if the servant is granted success with a sound
heart and upright tongue, all his deeds will be sound.
Likewise, from the great supplications in this affair,
and it is a bless supplication that has been established
by our noble Prophet ({z54&4flz) and it is in Mu'jam at-
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Tabarani, and other than it, from the hadith of Shadad
ibn Aws (2edfs) that the Prophet (5.&4fiz) said to
him:
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“If you see the people have gathered gold and
silver, then gather these words: O Allah, I ask
you for steadfastness in (my) affair and
determination in (following) the right path. I
ask You for that which necessitates Your
mercy, and the decision of Your forgiveness. I
ask You to make me thankful for Your
blessings and to worship you properly. I ask
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You for a sound heart and truthful tongue. I
ask You for the good of what You know, and I
seek refuge in You from the evil of what You

know, verily, You know the unseen.”

In closing, I ask Allah the Generous, Lord of the great
throne, by His beautiful names and His lofty attributes,
that He benefit everyone with that which He has
taught us, and to increase us in knowledge. And that
he rectifies for us all of our affairs, and that He does
not leave us to ourselves for the blinking of an eye. O
Allah, guide all of us to You upon the straight path. O
Changer of hearts, make our hearts firm upon Your
religion. Our Lord, do not deviate our hearts after You
have guided us, and grant us mercy from You. Indeed,
You are the Giver. O Allah, we seek refuge with you
that we misguide or that we are misguided, that we fall
into error or that we are made to fall into error, that we
oppress, or that we are oppressed, that we behave
ignorantly, or we are treated in an ignorant manner. O
Allah, give our souls their piety and purify them, You
are the best who purifies them, You are their Guardian
and Protector. O Allah, we ask you for guidance, piety,
chastity, and self- sufficiency. O Allah, we ask you for
guidance and uprightness. O Allah, to You we submit,
in You we believe, in You we put our trust, to You we
turn in repentance and with Your help we contend our
adversaries. We seek refuge in You that You misguide
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us, You are the All- Living who never dies, butjinn and
mankind will all die. O Allah, we ask you for all good
now and later, that which we know of it and that which

we do not know. We seek refuge with You from all evil
now and latter, that which we know of it and that
which we do not know. O Allah, we ask You for
Paradise and that which will bring (us) near it from
statement and action, and we seek refuge with You
from the Hell-fire and that which will bring (us) near it
from statement and action. O Allah, we ask You for the
good that Your servant and Messenger Muhammad
(=44l ) asked You for, and we seek refuge with You
from the evil that Your servant and Messenger
Muhammad (J&&4{le) sought refuge in You from;
and that You make all our ordainment that You have
ordained for us good. O Allah, protect us and (all) the
Muslims wherever they may be from trials, that which
is apparent from it and that which is hidden. O, Allah
we seek refuge in You from tribulations, that which is
apparent from it and that which is hidden. O Allah, we
seek refuge in You from tribulations, that which is
apparent from it and that which is hidden. O Allah,
grant us security in our countries and rectify our
leaders and rulers, and make our leadership with he
who fears You, is devoted to You, and follows what
you are pleased with, O Lord of the worlds. Our Lord,
we have wronged ourselves, and if You do not forgive
us and have mercy upon us, we will surely be from the
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losers. Our Lord, give us good in this life and good in

the hereafter, and save us from the punishment of the
fire. O Allah, forgive us, our parents, our scholars, or
rulers, the Muslims male and female, the believers
male and female, those who are alive from them and
the deceased. O Allah, apportion for us fear that serves
as a barrier between us and acts of disobedience; and
obedience that will take us to Your Paradise; and
certainty that will make it easy for us to bear the
calamities of this world. O Allah, allow us to enjoy our
hearing, our sight, and our strength as long as You
keep us alive, and make it the inheritor of us, and make
our revenge for those who oppress us, and aid us
against those who are hostile towards us, and do not
make our calamity in our religion, nor make this world
our greatest concern, nor the limit of our knowledge,
nor give power over us to those who will not have
mercy upon us. Glorified are You O Allah; praise be to
You. [ testify that there is not a deity worthy of worship
but You. I seek Your pardon and turn to You in
repentance. O Allah, raise the status and grant peace to
Your servant and Messenger, our Prophet
Muhammad, his family and his companion.
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