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Allah says what means:

{Allah bears witness that none has the right to be worshipped but He,
and the angels, and those having knowledge (also give this witness);
(He always) maintains His creation in Justice. None has the right to be
worshipped but He, the All-Mighty, the All-Wise}.

[Surah Al Imran: 18]

Allah attests that those who possess knowledge have testified to the

loftiest of affairs, and that is His Oneness.



Allah says what means:

{Allah bears witness that none has the right to be worshipped but He,
and the angels, and those having knowledge (also give this witness);

(He always) maintains His creation in Justice}.

This proves the excellence of knowledge and its people in numerous ways:
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1. Allah attests to the testimony of the people of knowledge exclusively

from amongst humanity.
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2. Allah couples their testimony to His.
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3. Allah couples their testimony to the testimony of His angels.
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4. This verse is a praise and commendation for the people of knowledge
because Allah does not take as a witness except those whom He deems
trustworthy from His creation. In line with that is the well-known
narration attributed to the Prophet & that he said:

“This knowledge will be upheld amongst every subsequent generation
by the trustworthy. They will repudiate the distortions of the
extremists, the false claims and interpolations of those who belie the
correct understanding, and the misinterpretations of those who are

ignorant.”

Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Ya’qub ibn Shaybah said: | saw a man who
filed a claim against another man, and he was brought in front of Ismail
ibn Ishaq, the judge. So he asked the defendant, and he denied it, so it
was said to the claimant: Do you have proof? He said: Yes, so-and-so
and so-and-so. He said: As for so-and-so, he is one of my witnesses, but
so-and-so is not one of my witnesses. He said: Does the judge recognize
him? He said: Yes. He said: How? He said: | know him from his writing of

hadith. He said: How do you appraise him based on his writing of
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hadith? He said: | only know good of him. He said: The Prophet & said:

“This knowledge will be upheld amongst every subsequent generation

by the trustworthy,” so those whom the Messenger of Allah & deems
as trustworthy are more befitting than those whom you deem as

trustworthy. He said: Get up and bring your witness, for | will allow him
to present his testimony.
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5. Allah describes them as knowledgeable, which signifies that they are

specialized in knowledge, from its people and devoted to it, and not
from those who are faking or imitating to be from its people.
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6. Allah attests to it Himself, and He is the Loftiest Witness. Then with
the best of His creation, they are His angels and the scholars from
amongst His servants. This testimony is sufficient regarding their

-

virtue and nobility.
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7. Allah has taken them as witnesses to the most important matter that
can be testified to, which is the declaration that no deity is worthy of
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worship except Allah. Due to the tremendous station and utmost
importance of this matter, Allah only attests to the best and most

superior of His creation.
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8. Allah made their testimony evidence against those who deny His
Oneness, for He has made them on the same rank as His proofs, signs,

and evidence that testify to His Oneness.
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9. Allah used a single verb (J¢&) grammatically in this verse to
encompass His testimony and that of His angels and the people of
knowledge. He did not separate their testimony with His testimony

with another verb. This is indicative of the strong connection of their
testimony with His testimony. It is as if Allah testifies to His Oneness on
their tongues, and He makes them utter His testimony. Thus He bears
witness to His Oneness by establishing the evidence, making those who
witness it utter it, and by their teaching of it even though the people of
knowledge are the ones who are, in fact, tangibly witnessing it by
affirming, acknowledging, attesting, and believing in it.

7



136 B3R 2igs aole s disd (10350 pples Dl 41 SIEJ)
e C338 s doxdiall Godl CuBB @y 553 Bl Godl 1957 was (53]
AL oo JS3 cpodleey 4dls $ pavolew L& IS 563 4 51,3 @1;3‘
oyl e 52V (e 0818 (ea3BlEd ity 3ol 138 3815 (ogidledy )

—
- -

08 & dad (e JS IS5 ) V] 2538 (6505 Y oalai JLad 1323

-~ .~ £y ga,./ « -7
LY o § dogl die 2IgS

10. Allah makes the people of knowledge fulfill His right amongst His
servants by openly declaring His Oneness. If they fulfill the obligation of
this testimony, they have fulfilled the right that they have testified to,
and it has been established. It is incumbent upon the people to affirm
His Oneness openly. This will bring them the highest degree of
happiness in this life and the Hereafter. In addition, the people of
knowledge will receive the same reward as those who become guided
and affirm His Oneness as a result of their testimony. This is a great
bounty that none but Allah knows its true value. Likewise, everyone
who bears witness to it from their testimony will also have a similar

reward.

These are ten objectives from the aforementioned verse.
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11. Allah has negated equivalence between the people of knowledge
and other than them, just like He negated equivalence between the

inhabitants of Paradise and the inhabitants of the Hellfire.
Allah says what means:
{Say, “Are those who know equal to those who do not know?”}
[Surah az-Zumar: 9]

{Not equal are the companions of the Fire and the companions of

Paradise.}
[Surah al-Hashr: 20]

This indicates the utmost degree of their virtue and nobility.
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12. Allah has made those ignorant similar in status to the blind who

cannot see.
Allah says what means:

{Then is he who knows that what has been revealed to you from your
Lord is the truth like one who is blind?}

[Surah ar-Ra’d: 19]

Thus one is either knowledgeable or blind. Allah has described those who
are ignorant as deaf, dumb, and blind in multiple instances in His Book.
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13. Allah commends the people of knowledge because they
acknowledge what their Lord has sent down from revelation as the

truth and has made this a praise and attestation for them.
Allah says what means:

{And those who have been given knowledge see that what is revealed

to you from your Lord is the truth}

[Surah Saba: 6]
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14. Allah orders us to refer our inquiries back to the people of
knowledge and to their statements, which has made that, in effect, a

testimony from them.
Allah says what means:

{And We sent not before you except men to whom We revealed [Our
message]. So ask the people of the message [i.e., former scriptures] if

you do not know.}
[Surah an-Nahl: 43]

The people of the message are those who are knowledgeable regarding

that which was revealed unto the prophets.
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15. Allah testifies that the people of knowledge bear witness to what

Allah revealed to His Messenger as the truth.
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Allah says what means:

{[Say], "Then is it other than Allah | should seek as judge while it is He
who has revealed to you the Book [i.e., the Qur’an] explained in
detail?" And those to whom We [previously] gave the Scripture know

that it is sent down from your Lord in truth, so never be
among the doubters.}
[Surah al-An’aam: 114]
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16. Allah consoled His Prophet by reminding him of the faith of the
people of knowledge. He also commanded him not to concern himself

with the ignorant.
Allah says what means:

{And [it is] a Qur’an which We have separated [by intervals] that you
might recite it to the people over a prolonged period. And We have
sent it down progressively. Say, "Believe in it or do not believe."
Indeed, those who were given knowledge before it - when it is recited

to them, they fall upon their faces in prostration, And they say,
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"Exalted is our Lord! Indeed, the promise of our Lord has been
fulfilled."}

[Surah al-Isra: 106-108]

This is a tremendous honor for the people of knowledge, and what is
implied is that they recognize, believe, and affirm the truth of the

Qur’an, regardless of whether others believe in it or not.
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17. Allah commended and praised the people of knowledge and
honored them by placing and preserving the Qur’an in their hearts and
giving them the ability to understand, implement, and call to it. This is

exclusive to them.
Allah says what means:

{And thus, We have sent down to you the Book [i.e., the Qur’an]. And
those to whom We [previously] gave the Scripture believe in it. And
among these [people of Makkah] are those who believe in it. And
none reject Our verses except the disbelievers. And you did not recite
before it any scripture, nor did you inscribe one with your right hand.
Then [i.e., otherwise] the falsifiers would have had [cause for] doubt.
Rather, it [i.e., the Qur’an] is distinct verses [preserved] within the
breasts of those who have been given knowledge. And none reject

Our verses except the wrongdoers.}
[Surah al-Ankaboot: 47-49]

One interpretation is that the Qur’an has been firmly established in the
hearts of those who have been given knowledge, steadfast in them,
preserved, and consists of clear verses. So the verses mentioned above

inform us of two matters:
Firstly: The Qur’an contains clear verses.

Secondly: The Qur’an is preserved, firmly established, and steadfast in
the hearts of those who have been given knowledge. Or it can be
interpreted to mean that the verses of the Qur’an are clear signs

preserved in their hearts, are well known to them, and are steadfast in

14



their hearts. Both viewpoints are concomitants and do not oppose one
another. In either case, it is a commendation and praise for the people

of knowledge and an attestation for them, so deeply reflect on that.
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18. Allah commanded his Prophet to ask Him for more knowledge.

Allah says what means:

{So high [above all] is Allah, the Sovereign, the Truth. And, [O
Muhammad], do not hasten with [recitation of] the Qur’an before its
revelation is completed to you, and say, "My Lord, increase me in

knowledge."}
[Surah Taha: 114]

It is sufficient, this noble distinction of knowledge, that Allah
commanded His Prophet to ask Him for more of it.
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19. Allah informs us of the elevated rank of the people of knowledge

and faith exclusively.
Allah says what means:

{O you who believe, when you are told, "Space yourselves" in
assemblies, then make space; Allah will make space for you. And
when you are told, "Arise," then arise; Allah will raise those who have
believed among you and those who were given knowledge by

degrees. And Allah is Aware of what you do.}
[Surah al-Mujadilah: 11]
Allah informs us of their elevated rank in four places:
Firstly: As mentioned above.
Secondly: Allah says what means:

{The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, their
hearts become fearful, and when His verses are recited to them, it
increases them in faith; and upon their Lord, they rely - The ones who

establish prayer, and from what We have provided them, they spend.}
[Surah al-Anfal: 2-3]
Thirdly: Allah says what means:

{But whoever comes to Him as a believer having done righteous deeds

- for those will be the highest degrees [in position]}

[Surah Taha: 75]
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Fourthly: Allah says what means:

{But Allah has preferred the Mujahideen over those who remain
[behind] with a great reward - Degrees [of high position] from Him

and forgiveness and mercy. And Allah is ever Forgiving and Merciful.}
[Surah an-Nisa: 95-96]

These are four places; three of which refer to the elevation in rank for
the people of faith who possess beneficial knowledge and perform
righteous actions, and the fourth refers to their elevation due to Jihad.
Therefore, their elevated status is due to either knowledge or Jihad. It is

upon these two matters that the religion is established.
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20. Allah will attest to the people of knowledge and faith on the Day of

Resurrection to show the falsehood of the disbelievers’ statements.
Allah says what means:

{And the Day the Hour appears, the criminals will swear they had
remained but an hour. Thus they were deluded. But those who were

given knowledge and faith will say, "You remained the extent of
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Allah's decree until the Day of Resurrection, and this is the Day of

Resurrection, but you did not use to know."}

[Surah ar-Rum: 55-56]
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21. Allah informs us that the people of knowledge are the ones who are
truly fearful of Him. Rather, He singled them out amongst the people
with that.

Allah says what means:

{Only those fear Allah, from among His servants, who have

knowledge. Indeed, Allah is Exalted in Might and Forgiving.}
[Surah Fatir: 28]
This verse specifies that the character of truly fearing Him is exclusive

to those who have knowledge.
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Allah says what means:

{Their reward with their Lord will be gardens of perpetual residence
beneath which rivers flow, wherein they will abide forever, Allah
being pleased with them and they with Him. That is for whoever has
feared his Lord.}

[Surah al-Bayyinah: 8]

Allah informs us that those who truly fear him are the scholars
indicating that this aforementioned reward is for the scholars, as

understood by these two verses.
Ibn Mas’ud (May Allah be pleased with him) said:

“The fear of Allah is sufficient knowledge, and being deceived about

Allah is a clear indicator of ignorance.”
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22. Allah informs us of His parables that He presents to His servants,
showing them the validity of what He told them: that the people of
knowledge are those who benefit from them, those who are specialists

in their knowledge.
Allah says what means:

{And these parables We present to the people, but none will

understand them except those of knowledge.}
[Surah al-Ankaboot: 43]
There are forty-odd parables in the Qur’an.

Some of the Salaf, if they would read a parable but could not

understand it, would weep and say:

“lI am not from the knowledgeable.”
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