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CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE MUSLIM WOMAN IN
"GIVING SINCERE ADVICE

BRIEF BIOGRAPHY.OF THE AUTHOR

He is Shaykh Doctor Aba ‘Abdul-Bari Rida bin Khalid
Bushamah, the Salafi Shaykh. He has numerous great
works. He was born on November 29th, 1968 in Algeria,
the capital.

His scholarly qualifications:

« Bachelor's degree in Islamic sciences with
excellence; major of the Prophetic Hadith. He was
awarded his degree from the Faculty of Hadith and
Islamic studies., Islamic University in Madinah 1415
AH. (1994 C.E.).

e Master'sdegree in the Islamic sciences with
excellence; major  of Hadith sciences from  the

faculty of Hadith and Islamic studies., Islamic
University in Madinah 1420 A.H. (2000 C.E.).

e A Ph.D.in Islamic sciences with excellence in the
first degree of honor; major of Sciences of Hadith from

5|Page



BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR

the faculty of Hadith and Islamic studies 1426 A.H.
(2006 A.H.).

e The charitable award of al-Madinah; the award is

for distinction and educational success and service;
the year of 1427 A.H. (2007 C.E.). ‘

Among his Teachers:

Shaykh ‘Abdul-Muhsin al-Abbad al-Badr, whom he
studied Hadith.

His works:

. The books he verified:

1. al-Ima Ilaa *Atraaf Ahadith Kitab al-Muwatta by
imam Abi al-‘Abbas Ahmad ibn Tahir a-Dani al-
Andalusia (d. 532 A.H.). This was his thesis for the
masters. This book is printed in five volumes by Al-
Ma’arif publication in Riyad.

2. al-Mashiyakh Al-Baglididiyah by Abi Tahir Ahmad
ibn Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Silfi al-Asbahani (d. 576).
This book was his doctoral thesis. He verified ten
volumes of the book of overall 35 volumes.
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3. Thenames of Malik . ibn'Anas’s teachers by
Shaykh Al-Muhaddith: Abi ‘Abdullah Muhammad
ibn Isma’il ibn ‘Abdur Rahman ibn Khalfan al-
Andalusi (d.636 A.H.). One- volume book printed
by Adwaa al-Salaf publication 2004. '
4. Al-Ahadith al Lati Khoulifa Feeha Malik ibn *Anas by al-
Hafidh Abi Alh-Hasan ad-Daraqutni

Source of Biography:

http://www.ta3lime.com/showthread.php?i=41331
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Arabic Symbols & their meanings

A} ko>

370 35T

&5

DEAE A

Zlessdeidfle’

May Allah preserve him

‘(i.e. a male companion of the
Prophet Muhammad)
Glorified & Exalted is Allah
(Allah) the Mighty & Sublime
(Allah) the Blessed & Exalted
(Allah) the Sublime & Exalted
May Allah send Blessings &
Safety upon him (ie. a
Prophet or Messenger)

May Allah send Blessings &
Safety upon him and his
family . (ie. Du’a sent when
mentioning  the  Prophet
Muhammad)

May Allah have mercy upon
him

May Allah be pleased with
them (ie. Du’a made for the
Companions of the Prophet
Muhammad)

(Allah) His Majesty is Exalted
Gl G-e. a female
companion of the Prophet
Muhammad)
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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to Allah, who honored the children of
’Adam, both males and females, over a lot of His
creation. He showed them the path of guidance and
uprightness. He legislated a law for them in this world.
He made no distinction between a male or a female
regarding the obligation of obeying Him and following
His path. He assigned obligations for both genders. He
gave each their due rights; the male has his own rights as
well as the female has her own rights. Humanity,
throughout its entire history, has never witnessed a
religion which cared so much about women in such

perfection and devotion as Islam does.

Islam elevates the woman’s status high enough to secure
a unique position; she enjoys a respectable individuality
and recognized rights and obligations. Islam hails her
contributions and deems her as a major asset, who

requires great care and attention. Islam considers her to

10 | Page
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be the man’s partner since they both share a common

creation. The Prophet (J&4k4{l>) said;
LR slad el

“Indeed, women are partners of men.”!

e As a child, Islam guarantees her right and urges to
treat her kindly. Anas reported that the Prophet
(Asaedle) said,

TR LT fz/‘a: g . s T e
J\—"ﬂ-‘l—'—f—“fﬁ‘;\_a-\_x_l__.u '_.>;_ »-Q’L""JL“
oL - Z - 2

/,__:_L_@_S,_as

“Whoever supports two girls till they reach
maturity, he and I will come on the Day of

Resurrection like this2.”3

© - Recorded by Abu Dawud in “as-Sunnan”: (236), and it is
authenticated by al-Albani in ‘as-Silsilah as-Sahihah’: (2863).

2 - Translator’s note: The Prophet (iz:&4{lz) joined his fingers
expressing closeness between him and he who follows his instruction
in this Hadith.

3 - Recorded by Muslim: 2631.
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e As a mother, Islam guarantees her right through
urging to give her special treatment. Allah says:

s G5 -~ 3 Joyr 370 - “‘.'z
OGS Y W B EeE S O
“Your Lord has commanded that you worship
none but Him and that you be good to your
parents. If either of them or both of them reach old
age with you, do not say to them a word of

disrespect, nor scold them, but say to them kind
words.” [Surah al-"Isra’ 17:23]

e More importantly, Islam stresses emphatically on the
right of the mother more than the father. Bahz ibn
Hakim’s grandfather said,
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- “I asked, “Messenger of Allah, to whom should I
be dutiful?” ‘Your mother, again your mother,
again yoﬁr mother, then your father, then your
nearest relatives according to the order (of

rrg

nearness).

e As a wife, Islam guarantees her right. Her husband
should observe her fundamental rights like kind
treatment, gentleness, and generosity as ordained by

- Islam. The Prophet (Jz5:%5{i>) instructed (husbands),

—

S e . - [T _o ~ _ 2 o < oy T
NI N B S Bl I P T P

“Treat women kindly, as they are under your

command.”5

- Recorded by Abu Dawud in ‘al-Sunnan'’: (5139) and it was
authenticated by al-Albani in Trwa’ al-Ghalil: (837)
5 - Recorded by al—Tmmdhl (1163)
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e Islam guarantees her right as a sister and both
paternal and maternal aunts. The Prophet (Ja:%4{)
said,

Jie 3 < s - e

{a\ﬂ 4 J/_._:._i s

“The maternal aunt is at the same status as the

mother.”6"

These are some of the women’s rights instructed by
Islam. Evidently, the status of women (in Islam) is
significantly more impbrtant than what is imagined by
those who call for her liberty, as they claim. Women in
Islam are as accountable for observing the obligations of
Islam as men are as well as the consequential reward or
punishment.

Allah says,

6 - Recorded by al-Bukhari: (2699).
14 | Page
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“And whoever does righteous deeds, whether

3

male or female, while being a believer - those will
enter Paradise and will not be wronged, [even as
much as] the speck of a date seed.” [Siirah an-Nisa’
4:124]

And,
> -5~ E - = w Ly s N s s
Zoaks 5% & ) =0 2 Bhs Jet 2
6 % Ol
S S T g G
{® sis Iples

“Whoever does righteousness, whether male or
female, while he is a believer - We will surely
cause him to live a good life, and We will surely
give them their reward [in the Hereafter]
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INTRODUCTION

according to the best of what they used to do.”
[Sitrah an-Nahl 16:97]

Therefore, women are as entrusted with the trust of Islam
as men. This includes applying its instructions and
promoting its ideals and morals. It is impossible to set
her aside from the Muslim society because,
unequivocally, she has an evident and apparent impact
on it. Furthermore, since she has rights and obligations

as proven eatlier, she is an integral part of this society.

She is trustworthy and eminently qualified as a
consultant. She was even, at the beginning of Islam, a
teacher for the generations; educating, teaching, and
guiding them to the clear and straight path by virtue of
what Allah gifted her with influencing the hearts of both
males and females. For this particular reason, her role
was limited to instrucﬁng others against diverting from
the truth and treading means of misguidance. She is
included as well as required to apply the Prophet’s

saying,
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“The Din (religion) is nasihah (advice, sincerity),”
We said, “To whom?” He (Jz{le) said, “To
Allah, His Book, His Meésenger, and to the
leaders of the Muslims and their common folk.””

A woman is an advisor, a guide, and an educator. Her
advice for others contributes to making life more settling
and full of tfa'nquility and happiness; because she can
address souls by guiding them to what will reform and
lead them to success out of love for whoever is advised
and out of desire for the good and reform of their souls;
since she is gifted with nice speech, faithful intentions,
intense and deep emotions.that substantially lead the
minds of sinners to safety and success.

This book points out the positioh of the woman in the
field of D'awah in general and her position in giving

advice in particular. This very woman is an integral part

7 - Recorded in Sahih Muslim: (55).
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of the society; she is a daughter, a sister, a wife, and a
mother. She could be at her house or her parent’s house;
she could be outside her house in the company of her
friends and colleagues. At all of these places, she hears
and sees whoever is around her whether it is good or
bad. Notably, our pure religion commands the woman
the same as the man to actively change evil once sighting
it.

Allah says,
2/ T 2 - 91' 7z - Xt
ST AR W P I P ETy S
2382 0S5\~ s o TSN 2 T e
0% B Das ST ¢ 5 oyl

[ 235 ) As & ol 123

@zr'

“The believers, men, and women, are 'Awliya’
(helpers, supporters, friends, protectors) of one
another, they enjoin (oﬁ the people) al-Ma 'ruf (i.e.
Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders one
to do), and forbid (people) from al-Munkar (i.e.
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polytheism and disbelief of all kinds, and all that
Islam has forbidden); they perform as-Salat and
give the Zakat, and obey Allah and His
Messenger. Allih will have His Mercy on them.
Surely Allah is All-Mighty, All-Wise.” [Surah at-
Tawbah 9:71] ‘

The Prophet (Jz5:&4) said,

ol

“Whosoever of you sees an evil, let him change it
with his hand; and if he is not able to do so, then
[let him change it] with his tongue; and if he is not
able to do so, then with his heart — and that is the
weakest of faith.”8

This instruction is general and addresses both men and

women on an equal footing. The woman’s part in

8 -Recorded by Muslim: (49). ]
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changing evil is to be observed consistently with the
legislative regulations, and giving advice is a part of it.
She is expected to advise her fellow women in
accordance to what she is blessed with of knowledge and
wisdom. There are examples from the best centuries
where the woman gave advice at her house and outside
it. Thus, I have seen it fit to divide this book into two
sections; each section is comprised of several chapters. At
the end of the book, I gave some recommendations for
women pertaining giving advice. Indeed, Allah is the
One, who leads to all that is good.
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SECTION 1: ADVISING INSIDE THE
HOUSE AND ITS DESCRIPTION

Introduction

Settling in the house is an innate nature within the
woman which Allah created her with. A considerate
observation in the woman’s psychology .-would reveal
that she loves to stay in the house for entertainment and
amusement. As opposed to the male who may feel
controlled by staying in the house. This natural
disposition in the woman has been made clearer in

Allah’s command for the women to stay home.

Allah says, '

“And stay in your houses.” [Siirah al-Ahzab 32:33]
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SECTION 1: ADVISING INSIDE THE HOUSE AND ITS
DESCRIPTION '
In addition, Allah entrusted the woman with some
obligations and tasks inside the house. A woman inside
the house is, for the most part, a mother, a daughter, a
sister or a wife. Each one has certain roles and obligations
inside the house where each lives at. The woman’s role
in Islam is not only limited to her being a mother, but
rather she has a job as a mother, a sister, a daughter, and
a wife. She takes care of her husband’s affairs, an
éducator and is in charge of her children; in a nutshell,
she is the trusted companion and the loyal friend. One ot
those tasks is advising the house residents since she is a

part and an active member of it.

The following chapters tackle the manner with which the

woman can offer her advice to the habitants of her home.

22| Page
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'CHAPTER 1: THE MOTHER’S ROLE IN
ADVISING HER CHILDREN

Motherhood ‘is one of the greatest and prestigious
qualities of women. Allah ordained various rulings that
stem from motherhood; rulings related to pregnancy,
breastfeeding, kindness, mercy, and other matters of this
sort that flow out of her heart. Not to mention her
bverwhelming emotions towards her children; she is the
one who carries, breastfeed, educate them, and stay
sleepless for ‘the sake of their comfort. Accordingly, Allah
rewarded her with making paradise under her feet.

It is narrated frdm Mu ‘awiyah bin Jahimah as-Salami,

who came to the Prophet (J554%£4w) and said:



CHAPTER 1: THE MOTHER’'S ROLE IN ADVISING HER
CHILDREN

“O Messenger of Allah! I want to go out and fight
(in Jihad), and I have come to ask your advice.” He
said: “Do you have a mother?” He said: “Yes.” He
said: “Then stay with her, for Paradise is beneath
her feet.”?

The mother in her house is responsible for her children
because she outstays the fathér in the house, who is
mostly preoccupied with livelihood outside the house.
This ought to make her in close contact with the children
more than the father especially during their early years.
Therefore, she is obliged to educate and advise them in
addition to reminding them to observe their obligations
towards their Lord and their society. So, her influence on
the hearts of her children is obviously undeniable.
Evidently, the Prophet (455.%&4{lz) attributed the shift in
the children’s nature to both of their parents and not only
to the father. The Prophet (Jz54£4{) said,

9 - Recorded by al-Nasa'i in as-Sunnan: (3104), and it was rendered
Hasan (sound) by al-Albani in ‘Irwa’ al-Ghalil: (5/21).
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“There is none born but is created to his true
nature (Islam). It is his parents who make him a
Jew or a Christian or a Magian quite as beasts
produce their young with their limbs perfect. Do
you see anything deficient in them?”10

The mother’s primary focus should center on teaching
her children the sound ‘Aqidah (Creed) and the Oneness
of the Creator. The next step is teaching them about the
best of mankind including following and loving him;
plus, the other religion-related matters that must be

known.

The early Salafi women were strongly keen to advise
their children. Hudhayfah (zdi) narrated,

10 - Recorded by a-Bukhari: (1359) and Muslim: (2658).
25 ' Pa §M @
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“My mother asked me: ‘When is your planned
time - meaning with the Prophet (Jz5.£45(>)?” So I
said: ‘I have not had a planned time to see him
since such and such time.” She rebuked me, so I
said to her: ‘Let me go to the Prophet (J5.&4ii-) so
that I may perform Maghrib (prayer) with him,
and ask him to seek forgiveness for you and I.” So
I came to the Prophet (J=5:k4flc), and I prayed
Maghrib with him, and then he prayed until he
prayed al-'Isha’.

Then he turned, and I followed him, and he heard
my voice, and said: ‘Who is this? Hudhayfah?’ I
said: “Yes.” He said: “What is your need, may Allah
forgive you and your mother?” He said: “Indeed,
this is an angel that never descended to the earth
ever before tonight. He sought permission from
his Lord to greet me with peace and to give me the
glad tidings that Fatimah is the chief of the
women in Paradise, and that al-Hasan and al-
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CHILDREN "

Husayn are the chiefs of the youths of the people

of Paradise.”” 11

The mother of Hudhayfah (gz&is;) advised her son to
visit the Prophet every now and then so that his faith
would increase as well as his love (for the Prophet).
However, she scolded him after she found out he has not
visited him for quite some time. This would make him
bring his attention to something he may consider
unworthy while, in féct, it is worthwhile. This is an
example of a mother advising her son, and this is the way
it should be.

Furthermore, the mother should always remind her
children to observe acts of worship and obedience. The
Prophet (Js54k4i) ordered the parents to command

their children to perform prayer. He said,

11 - Recorded by al-Tirmidhi in al-Jami‘: (3781) and Ahmad in ‘al-
Musnad’: (38/353).
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“Command your children to perform S$alah
(prayer) when they are seven years old, and beat
them for (not offering) it when they are ten, and
do not let (boys and girls) sleep together.”12

The mother should be persistent in not only advising her
children to commit themselves to embody moral
principles and noble ideals but also educating them to be
as such; because she is considered the teacher of those
generations. They learn and take example of being

straight from her.

"Anas narrated,

12 - Recorded by Abu Dawud in ‘al-Sunan’: (496) and Ahmad in ‘al-
Musnad’: (11/369).
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“The Prophet (J55:%4{>) arrived at Madinah when
I was nine years old. My mother, 'Umm Sulaym,
took me and headed straight to the Prophet of
Allah. She said, “O Messehger of Allah, here is my
son! Take him as your servant.” "Anas continued,
‘T served the Prophet for nine years; he never
asked me about a thing which I had done why I
did that or about a thing I had left as to why I had
not done that. XS

One day, the Pr‘ophét (A4£4{w) came while I was
playing with my playmates. He greeted us and
then called me and sent me on an errand. After I
had come back, he said, “Do not tell anyone!” This
detained me from going home for some time. So
when I arrived home, my mother asked me, “What
took you so long?” I said, “The Prophet sent me on
an errand?’ She asked,-‘whaf was it?’ I told her,

‘the Prophet (J25.:£4{(=) told me not to tell anyone.”

31| Pa g e
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CHILDREN '

She said, ‘Ok, do not divulge the secret of Allah’s
Messenger.”13 |

The mother of 'Anas advised him not to divulge the
secret of Allah’s Messenger. She advised him to maintain
such high ideal. She would not fall for the Shaytan’s
(trap) of being curious to know the secret. Shaykh
Muhammad jbn Salih al-'Uthaymin noted some benefits
from this Hadith. He said,

“’Umm Sulaym educated her son well when she
advised him to keep the secret of Allah’s
Messenger. The reason for her advice, despite he
had not told her or anybody else, is being
encouraging and ‘supportive, since he refused to
tell her in the first place because it is the secret of
Allah’s Messenger. It is as if she said, ‘I approve
your action so commit to it.”14

Likewise, 'Umm ad-Darda’, a Tabi’ woman (successor),

was very keen to educate children and advise them to

13 - Recorded by Muslim: (2482) and Ahmad in ‘al-Musnad’: (20/182).
The above wording is Ahmad’s.

14 - The explanation of Riyad as-Salihin: chapter: keeping the secret:
(4/43).
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adhere to good morals. ‘Abdul-Rabi ibn Sulayman ibn

‘Umayr narrated,

w P °o_ _ 1 )?? o A -
PRSP S-S RS I P X S [ O Ky
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“’Umm ad-Darda’ used to write in my notebook
words of wisdom, where she said, ‘Learn wisdom
during your youth so that you would apply it

when you grow up; every planter, whether good

or bad, shall eventually harvest.”15

‘Uthman ibn Hayan narrated,
° P R T L o& u P
P NS I E S U S Y B A S W s UL
s 73
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15 - Tahdhib al-Kamal: (35/355).
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“We ate with 'Umm ad-Darda’ once, but we forgot
to say: al-Hamdulillah. She said, ‘Son! Do not miss
out on the blessing your food with Allah’s
remembrance; eating followed by expressing
gratitude to Allah is better than eating with

silence.”16

Furthermore, al-'Aliyah Bint Shurayk, the mother of
Imam Malik ibn- ’Anas, used to advise her son to learn
manners, self-composure, and forbearance before

learning knowledge.

Mutarrif narrated that Malik said:
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16 - Tahdhib al-Kamal: (35/357).
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“I asked my mother to go and learn knowledge.
She told him, ‘“Come! Put on the clothes of
knowledge. She dressed me and put a turban on.
my head. Then she said, ‘Go and learn now.” He
also said, ‘My mother used to put a turban on my
head and tell me: go to Rabi ah (a famous scholar)

and learn his manners before his knowledge.”1”

These are few examples that illustrate mothers giving
advice to their children. So, it is more adequate for the

mother to follow their example.

17 - Tartib al-Madarik by al-Qadi ‘Iyad: (1/130).
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CHAPTER 2: THE DAUGHTER’S ROLE
IN ADVISING HER PARENTS -

Allah may bless the children to be committed to His
religion but not their parents. There are several instances
of such matter in our contemporary time. So, instead of
the parents being the role model for the daughter, we
find that Allah blessed the daughter with the love of a
committed religious life; however, she faces many
obstacles on her way. Of those obstacles, parents stand
as the most difficult particularly in some of the
Westernized communities that were influenced by the

Western civilization.

There are many daughters who complain from the
mistreatment of their parents because they wore the legal
Hijab or committed to obeying and worshipping Allah;
which obviously drove her away from many
prohibitions like intermingling with men, music,
prohibited (kind) of traveling, impermissible gatherings,
and so on. Some of them inquire about the (appropriate)
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way of dealing with their pafents; should they remain
steadfast on worship and withstand the collateral harm
or should they take a stand against that mistreatment?

Undoubtedly;, the daughter is obliged to obey her
parents as long as it does not involve disobeying Allah.
She is obliged to please them and provide them with
physical and mental comfort. Most importantly, their
benefit, education, bringing them close to Allah and
driving them away from what displeases Him should be
on her priority list. This is the best gift a daughter could
ever present her parents with. The ultimate expression of
obedience to them is that she can be the reason they enter
Paradise and be saved from the hellfire.

This will be achievable only when she consistently offers
advice for them in a subtle way and by maintaining good
behavior; because if the human being is distant from
Allah, he likely does not listen to the advice of who is
beneath him, let alone listen to it from whom he was a
means for their existence (ie. the daughter). The
daughter must consider this situation very carefully and
maintain patience throughout it; for indeed, this is the

ultimate expression of obedience to parents. She should
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seek to advise them from time to time in matters where
they are distant from being right; like falling into acts of
disbelief as in supplicating to other than Allah, grave
worshipping, visiting magicians, and fortunetellers,
besides other forms of Shirk that oppose the pure
Tawhid.

The daughter should also explain the pillars of Islam and
call them to comply with Allah’s commands through
performing prayer, paying Zakat, and the rest of
obligations; in addition to abandoning the prohibitions,
wrongdoings, and immorality. She must maintain
wisdom and friendliness as well as kindness and
believing that she will always fall short in repaying their
debt even if they are disbelievers or disobedient.

"Asma’ Bint Abi Bakr (g24is) said,
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“My mother came to me while she was still a
polytheist, so I asked the Messenger of Allah
(F<54£4{>), “My mother, who disbelieves in Islam,
has come to visit me. Shall I maintain relations
with her?” He (154&4j2) replied, “Yes, maintain

relations with your mother.”18

Moreover, there are lots of benefits derived from the
story of Abii Hurayrah’s mother conversion to Islam. It
represents the finest way for the daughter to follow in

guiding her parents and enduring the collateral harm.

Abu Hurayrah narrated,
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18 - Recorded by al-Bukhari: (2620) and Muslim: (1003).
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“I invited my mother, who was a polytheist, to
Islam. I invited her one day, and she said to me
something about Allah’s Messenger (J&.ke)
which I hated. I went to Allah’s Messenger
(A54E4{l>) weeping and said: Allah’s Messenger,
I invited my mother to Islam, but she did not
accept (my invitation). I invited her today, but she

said to me something ill about you which I did not
like. (Kindly) Supplicate to Allah that He may set

the mother of Abu Hurayrah right. Thereupon
Allah’s Messenger (Jo5:4{l) said: O Allah, set
the mother of Abi Hurayrah on the right path. I
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left quite pleased with the supplication of Allah’s
Messenger (Jsx2%]) and when I came near the
door it was closed from within. My mother heard
the noise of my footsteps, and she said: Abu
Hurayrah, just wait. Moreover, I heard the noise
of falling of water. She took abath and put on her
clothes and quickly covered her head with a
headdress and opened the door and then said:
Abu Hurayrah, I bear witness that there is none
has the right to be worshiped in truth except
Allah, and that Muhammad is His servant and His

Messenger.’

He (Abtui Hurayrah) said: I went back to Allah’s
Messenger * (i5<&4fz) and (this time) I was
shedding tears of joy. I said: Allah’s Messenger,
be happy, for Allah has responded to your
supplication, and He has set on the right path the
mother of Abi Hurayrah. He (the Prophet) praised
Allah, and extolled Him and uttered good words.
I said: Allah’s Messenger, supplicate to Allah so
that He may instill love of mine and that of my
mother too in the believing servants and let our
hearts be filled with their love, whereupon
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Allah’s Messenger (Jo4k4l>) said: ‘O Allah, let
there be love of these servants of yours, i.e. Abu
Hurayrah and his mother, in the hearts of the
believing servants and let their hearts be filled
with the love of the believing servants.” (Abi
Hurayrah said: This prayer) was so well granted
by Allah that no believer was ever born who heard
of me and who saw me but did not love me.”??

This example teaches the déughter to be very zealous in
guiding her parents towards the straight path,
supplicating for them, and offering them advice; and this
indeed is the best a dutiful daughter could do for her
parents. Whenever she notices some kind of slackness or
ignorance from her parents, it should be her who rectifies
them and guides them back to the straight path; and
everybody will be a winner. The following narration
includes an example of how a daughter should advise

her parents. It also shows how the daughter clarified for
her parents the proper belief and action that should be
taken in response to the command and choice of the

-

Messenger of Allah (Jzski{lz) even if this course of

*? - Recorded by Muslim: (2491).
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action would superficially'make them feel inconvenient
as well as their daughter; however, the best choice is
what is chosen by the Messenger (J5:%4). This reflects
a perfection in one’s faith and total compliance to the

Messenger.

Abu Barzah al-Aslami said:
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“Julaybib was a man who used to come to women
and joke with them. I said to my wife, ‘Do not let
Julaybib come to you, for if he does, I shall do
such and such.” On another note, if any of the
Ansar had a single female relative, they would not
arrange a marriage for her until ithey found out
whether the Prophet wants to marry her or not.
The Prophet said to one of the Ansar: “Give me
your daughter for marriage.” He said, “Yes, O
Messenger of Allah, it would be an honor and a
blessing.” He said, “I do not want her for myself.”
He said, “Then for whom, O Messenger of Allah.’
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He said, “For Julaybib.” The man responded, ‘O
Messenger of Allah, let me consult her mother.” So
he went to the girl’s mother and said, ‘The
Messenger of Allah is proposing marriage for
your daughter.’ She said, “Yes, it would be a
pleasure.’- He said, ‘He is not proposing to marry
her himself, he is proposing on behalf of

Julaybib.”.

She said, ‘What! Julaybib No, by Allah, we will
not marry her to him.” When he wanted to get up
and go to the Messenger of Allah to tell him what
the girl’s mother had said, the girl asked, ‘Who is
asking for my hand’ So her mother told her, and
she said, ‘Are you refusing to follow the command
of the Messenger of Allah. Follow his command,
for I will not come to any harm.” So her father
went to the Messenger of Allah and said, ‘Deal
with her as you wish.’ So he married her to
Julaybib.

Then the Messenger of Allah went out on one of
his military campaigns, and after Allah had
granted him victory, he said to his Companions,
may Allah be pleased with them, “See whether

48 | Pa ge



CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE MUSLIM WOMAN IN
GIVING SINCERE ADVICE

there is anybody missing.” They said, “‘We have
lost so-and-so, and so-and-so.” He said, “See if
there is anybody missing.” They said, ‘No one.’
He said: “But I see that Julaybib is. missing.” He
said: “Go and look for him among the dead.” So
" they looked for him and found him beside seven
of the enemy whom he had killed before he was
himself killed. They said, ‘O Messenger of Allah,
here he is, beside seven of the enemy whom he
had killed before he was himself killed.” The
Messenger of Allah came and stood beside him
and said, “He killed seven before he was himself
killed. He belongs to me, and I belong to him.” He
said this two or three times, and then the
Messenger of Allah carried him in his arms and
held him while his grave was dug, and then he
placed him in his grave. It was not mentioned that

o\ 77

he washed him, (i24is).

Thabit (224i5) said: “There was no widow among
the Ansar who was more sought after for marriage
than that girl.” 'Ishaq bin ‘Abdullih bin Abi
Talhah asked Thabit, “Do you know how the
Messenger of Allah prayed for that girl” He told

49 | Page



CHAPTER 2: THE DAUGHTER’S ROLE IN ADVISING HER
PARENTS

him: “He said, “O Allah, pour blessings upon her
and do not make her life hard.” Moreover, this is
how it was; there was no widow among the Ansar
who was more sought after for marriage than
her.”20

al-Hafidh Abii ‘Umar bin ‘Abdul al-Barr mentioned in al-
Isti‘ab that when the girl said in her seclusion, “Are you

refusing to follow the command of the Messenger of
Allah” This Ayah was revealed:

-
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“It is not for a believer, man or woman when
Allah and His Messenger have decreed a matter
that they should have any option in their
decision.”?! [Sirah al-Ahzab 33:32]

2 - Recorded by Ahmad: (33/28).
2. Al—Istl ab: (131).
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CHAPTER 3: THE SISTER’S ROLE IN
ADVISING HER SIBLINGS

Siblings, whether in the same agé or'differént, are mostly
bound in a close-knitted group especially if they are
adults. Interestingly, you may find two groups, the
brothers group and the sisters group in the house; It
appears so clearly when all the family members go to
sleep. In such situation, the sisters share their secrets; and
even the younger brother would approach his older
sister in order to release his grief, worries, and other life
tests and hardships he encounters. A wise sister should
seize this bpportunity of her siblings’ feelings and give
them the feeling she is their advisor and trustee. She
should not by any meansdisclose any of their secrets to
the other family members after they trusted her because
this ought to make her lose their trust unless it is
necessary for learning the proper way of advising them

and make them realize their mistakes.

She should offer her advice and instructions to her
siblings whenever she notices slackness in acts of
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worship, interactions, and morals especially if she is the
oldest, most knowledgeable, and. most religiously
committed. On another le\}el, the very advice the sister
provides potentially commiands people’s respect and
veneration especially males. It is very common that
many people believe that males are more entitled to
advise and guidance than females; this certainly is a
misconception and invalid generalization. To prove this
point, ‘Aishah once réproved her older brother’s
(‘Abdur-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr) imperfection of Wuda’
and advised to observe the Wudu’ of the Prophet. Salim,

the freed slave of Shaddad, said:
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“] came to ‘Aishah, the wife of the Prophet
(Jz54£4{>), on the day when S'ad bin Abi Waqqas
died. ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr also came
there, and he performed ablution in her presence.
She said: ‘Abdur-Rahman, :perfect the ablution as
I heard Allah’s Messenger (1z5.k4=) say: Woe to

the heels because of the hell-fire.”22

On another incident, she (‘Aishah) rebuked him once she
learned he favors one of his wives over the rest. az-
Zubayr ibn Bakkar narrated from Hisham ibn Urwah

from his father:

“*Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr as-Siddiq went to
ash-Sham for conducting some business. He saw
there a woman called: the daughter of al-Judi
mounting on a bedding on the top of a camel
surrounded by its babies. He liked this woman
and composed some poetic verses:

“I thought of Layla with as-Samawah23
intervening between,

2 - Recorded by Muslim: (240). .
2 - A name of a desert located in Syria, which was part of ash-Sham at
that time. (Translator’s note).

53| Page.



CHAPTER 3: THE SISTER'S ROLE IN ADVISING HER
SIBLINGS

And what has the daughter of
al-Judi (Layla) to do with me.”

He continued: when ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab sent his army
to ash-Sham, he commanded his army leader to bring
Layla, the daughter of al—]u’ai, if he wins and then send
her to ‘Abdur-Rahman bin Abi Bakr. He did win and sent
her to ‘Abdur-Rahmén,»Who liked her and favored her
over all of his wives so much they had to-complain to
‘Aishah about him. ‘Aishah rebuked him for such thing.
He told her, ‘By Allah, I almost feel like I eat
pomegranate with her own teeth (expressing his love for
her).” Layla later suffered from a serious illness in her
mouth, which drove ‘Abdur-Rahman to desert her until
she complained to ‘Aishah about him. ‘Aishah advised

him,
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“* Abdur-Rahman, you have been infatuated with
Layla (for some time) but also you have disliked
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her to the extreme; so, either you be fair with her
or send her back to her folks.” At last, he sent her
to her folks.”24

Likewise, Hafsah, daughter of ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab, did
the same thing with her brother ‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar
during the time of the great discord among the Muslims.
She advised him to commit to al-Jama'ah (the
mainstream of Muslims) and never disobey the supreme
ruler of the Muslims. Her advice to her brothers spared
bloodshed. \

Ibn ‘Umar said,
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% - Tahdhib al-Kamal: (16/558).
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“I went to Hafsah while water was dribbling from
her twined braids. I said, ‘The condition of the
people is as you see, and no authority has been
given to me.” Hafsah said, (to me), ‘Goto them, and
as they (i.e. the people) are waiting for you, and 1
am afraid your absence from them will cause
division amongst them.” “So Hafsah did not leave
Ibn ‘Umar till we went to them.
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When the people differed, Mu‘awiyah addressed the
people saying,

“‘If anybody wants to say anything in this matter
of the Caliphate, he should show up and not
conceal himself, for we are more rightful to be a
Caliph than he and his father.” '

On that, Habib bin Masalamah said (to Ibn ‘Umar),

“Why don’t you reply to him (i.e. Mufa‘iwiyah)?”
‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar said, “I untied my garment
that was going round my back and legs while I
was sitting and was about to say, “‘He who fought
against you and your father for the sake of Islam,
is more rightful to be a Caliph,” but I was afraid
that my statement might produce differences
amongst the people and cause bloodshed, and my
statement might be misinterpreted. (So I kept
quiet) remembering what Allah has prepared in
the Gardens of Paradise (for those who are patient
and prefer the Hereafter to this worldly life).
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“Habib said, “You did what kept you safe and

secure (i.e. you were wise in doing so).”
Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajr commented,

“Ibn ‘Umar was referring to the battle that took
place in Siffin between ‘Ali and Mu awiyah,
when they agreed to settle their differences and
sent mail to the rest of the companions residing in
al-Haramayn and elsewhere. They agreed to meet
in order to settle it. Ibn ‘Umar consulted his sister
regarding his attendance at the meeting; should he
go or not? She advised him to go lest his absence
would potentially deepen the discord.”?¢

Ibn al-Mulaqqin noted,

“Hafsah drew his attention (to the fact) that his
absence will definitely create division.”?”

% - Recorded by al-Bukhari: (4108).
2% - Fath al-Bari: (9/199).
27 - Al-Tawdeeh fee Sharh al-Jami‘ as-Sahih: (21/234).
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CHAPTER 4: THE WIFE’S ROLE IN
ADVISING HER HUSBAND

The marital bond is a strong one and the sturdiest
because both couples live most of their lives together.
They are even more like a garment for each other. Allah

says,
8 =z = 3 _
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“They are your cover, and you are their cover.”
[Siirah al-Bagarah 2:187]

Ibn Kathir commented,
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“In short, the wife and the husband are intimate
and have sexual intercourse with each other.”28

If that is so,'there is no doubt that the wife knows her
husband more than anybody else. She knows his true
character, traits, morals, worship, commitment tc
obedience, and she can advise him whenever she notices
negligence in his religious commitment or his integrity.
This makes her a huge support for him in worshipping
Allah and getting closer to Him, and the only way to
achieve this is by offering her advice since people with
closer relations are more entitled to the advice than those
with far relations; and who is closer to the husband than

his wife?!

‘Aishah (may Allah be pleased with her) used to teach

women and instruct them to advise their husbands.
Mu ‘adhah narrated that ‘Aishah said:

28 - Tafsir ibn Kathir: 2/194).
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“Tell your husbands to clean themselves with
water, for I am too shy to tell them myself. The
Messenger of Allah (J55.%4{>) used to do that.”2

Al-"Allamah Muhammad al-Mukhtar al-Shingiti (d.1405
A.H.) remarked,
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“This Hadith proves that the wife is permitted to
instruct her husband to do or not to do if she

knows a religious matter he is ignorant of as well

2 - Recorded by al-Tirmidhi: (19).
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as offers her advice to him at whatever she
considers best for him.”30

The wife’s advice to her husband will positively lead to
more affability and intimacy between them. It also
proves her love, care, and desire for him to be all good
whether this advice is related to something religious or

worldly since they are all a part of advice.

For instance, 'Umm Salamah offered a very sound advice
to the Prophet at Hudaybiyah related to the way he
should deal with his companions about making 'Thlal

from ‘Umrah.

az-Zuhri related that al-Miswar bin Makhramah and
Marwan (whose narrations attest each other) narrated
that Allah’s Messenger (Jzs.&4{lz) set out at the time of
al-Hudaybiyah (treaty).”

Al-Bukhari recorded the whole story including,

3 - Shuriq "Anwar al-Minan: (1/280).
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“When the writing of the peace treaty was
concluded, Allah’s Messenger (J.k4ilw) said to

his companions,

“Get up and slaughter your sacrifices and get your
head shaved.”

By Allah, none of them got up, and the Prophet repeated
his order thrice. When none of them got up, he left them
and went to 'Umm Salamah and told her of the people’s
attitudes towards him. "Umm Salamah said,
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“O the Prophet (j<54£4{>) of Allah! Do you want
your order to be carried out? Go out and don’t say
a word to anybody till you have slaughtered your
sacrifice and call your barber to shave your head.”
So, the Prophet (J55:%4{l~) went out and did not
talk to anyone of them till he did that, i.e.
slaughtered the sacrifice and called his barber
- who shaved his head. Seeing that, the companions
of the Prophet (J5:%5(<) got up, slaughtered their
sacrifices, and started shaving the heads of one
another, and there was so much rush that there

was a danger of killing each other.”!

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajr commented,

“It is possible that 'Umm Salamah thought of the
companions to have deemed the Prophet's

31 - Recorded by al-Bukhari: (2731).
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command to make 'Thlal as a concession for them
while he would still keep his 'Thram without
taking the concession. So, she advised him to
make Thlal in order for the companions to dismiss
their thought. The Prophet knew what she
advised was right and he done it. After that, when
the companions saw the Prophet, they rushed to
do what they were commanded since they had no
reason to wait. This Hadith reflects the virtue of
consulting and that one’s words if confirmed by

his action is more effective than mere words.

It does not, however, imply that action is more
effective than words in all aspects. Furthermore, it
contains the permissibility of consﬁlting the
virtuous woman as well as highlighting the virtue
of 'Umm Salamah and her formidable intellect.
Imam al-Haramin complemented her, “’Umm
Salamah is the only lady we know of who offered
an opinion which was right.” This is his

statement; however, some reconsidered his
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statement and added the daughter of Shu'ayb
when (she advised her father) about Musa.”32

On the other hand, if the wife ignored advising her
husband when she notices a considerable negligence in
his religious commitment, morals, or dealings, this is
considered some kind of betrayal to him let alone she
could be the reason he engages in unlawful deeds and
wrongdoings. The Proof is found in the Hadith where
Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Prophet (dz5:&4{i>) said,
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“Were it not for Bani Isra’il, meat would not decay;

and were it not for Eve, no woman would ever
betray her husband.”33

Imam Ibn Hubayrah said,

“Eve’s betrayal of her husband was when she had
not advised him against eating from the tree after

32 - Fath al-Bart: (6/864).
33 - Recorded by al-Bukhari: (3330- 3399) and Muslim: (1470).
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he decided to eat from it. This is considered a
betrayal. As a result, anyone who sees his brother
involved in wrongdoing without advising him,
this would be a betrayal of him.”34

In the Encyclopedia of the Muslim family, it says,

“When Eve noticed the weakness of 'Adam, she
actually made him, even more, weak as she did
not express any disapproval and hence he
committed the violation. Appropriately speaking,
a good wife should not remain silent nor
commend any form of wrongdbing her husband
engages in. Instead, she should advise him gently
over and over (even if it requires) applying all the
necessary pressure. She should employ all of the
emotional, mental, and physical strategies at her
disposal exactly as she strives in asking for her
rights and personal needs. She must do her best in
rectifying her husband if he disobeyed his

34 Al-"Ifsah "an M‘ani as-Sihah: (7/230).
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parents, abandoned prayer, or intermingled with

evil people.”35

In a nutshell, the righteous believing woman assists her
husband in his religious and faith affairs. She has a
powerful influence to sway her husband’s course; so,
obviously, she should sway him to do good instead of

bad. The Prophet addressed women,
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“I have not seen anyone more deficient in
intelligence and religion than you, who is capable
of muddling the mindsight3é of a resolved man.”3?

35 - “The encyclopedia of the Muslim family” al-Mawsi‘ah al-
Shamilah. :

3% - Translator’s note: “mindsight”’is: a term coined by Dr. Dan Siegel,
a professor of psychiatry at UCLA school of Medicine, to describe our
human capacity to perceive the mind of the self and others. It is a
powerful lens through which we can understand our inner lives with
more clarity, integrate the brain, and enhance our relationships with

others.
37 - Recorded by al-Bukhari: (1462) and Muslim: (889).
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So, given that a woman is influential enough to sway a
resolved man from good to evil, she should key in
bringing about the good and fending off evil. In addition,
she should sway a reckless man to do good by means of

offering advice and instructions. Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajr said,

“The word ‘muddle’ is to emphasize the impact of
her influence; ‘mindsight’ is more specific than
just mind as it is the inner core of it. The word
‘resolved’ refers to the person who is in total
control of his self. The Hadith overstates their
description, since if they are influential enough to
swerve a resolved man,' it is all the more reason
they would be even more influential on an

unresolved man.”38

So, obviously, an advising woman is a priceless
opportunity one should seize for himself; she is, even

more, precious than silver and gold. Thawban narrated:

% - Fath al-Bari: (1/688).
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“When (the following) was revealed:

“And those who hoard up gold! and silver...”
[Surah at-Tawbah 9:34]

He said:

“We were with the Messenger of Allah ({5.E4)
during one of his journeys, so some of his
Companions said: (This) has been revealed about
gold and silver, if we knew which wealth was
better, then we would use it. So he (J.&4L>) said:

“The most virtuous of it is a remembering tongue,
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a grateful heart, and a believing wife that helps
him with his faith.””3°

3 - Recorded by al-Tirmidhi: (3094), ibn Majah in as-Sunnan: (1856) and
it is authenticated by al-Albani in as-Silsilah as-Sahihah: (2176).
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SECTION 2: ADVISING OUTSIDE
HOUSE AND ITS METHODS

Introduction:

It is mentioned in the first chapter that a woman should
be settling home, as she is the mother, educator, and the
one who takes care of her house. She can go outside her
house if there are unanticipated contingent
circumstances. There is not a single instruction in the
Shari’'ah of Allah that disallows women to never go
outside their houses. Totally the opposite, she is allowed
to go outside in accordance with the Shari‘ah guidelines
laid down in the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His
Prophet. This book, however, is not purposed to cite
those guidelines. It is rather purposed to explore the
various means of advice a woman can do outside her
house; since she is bound to go outside for multiple
reasons. There are various proofs from the Sunnah that

prove this point.
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Jabir bin ‘Abdullah (#24i) reported:
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My maternal aunt was divorced, and she intended
to pluck her dates. A person scolded her for
having come out (during the period of ‘Idda). She
came to Allah’s Prophet (J55.64{>) and he said:

“Certainly you can pluck (dates) from your palm
trees, for perhaps you may give charity or do an
act of kindness.”40

Moreover, she can go out to perform Allah’s obligations,

to listen to Dhikr, learn, and teach in the Masajid or
elsewhere. The Prophet (Ji5:&4{i>) ordered that they

40 - Recorded by Muslim: (1483).
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must not be lprevented from going to the Masjid. Ibn

‘Umar ($e8is) said:
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| “One of the wives of 'Umar (bin al-Khattab) used
| to offer the Fajr and the ‘Isha’ prayer in
. congregation in the Masjid. She was asked why

she had come out for the prayer as she knew that

‘“Umar disliked it and that he gets jealous. She

replied, “What prevents him from stopping me
? from this act?” The other replied, “The statement
| of Allah’s Messenger (1z5:£4{(>): ‘Do not prevent
Allah’s women-servants from going to Allah’s
| Masajid (i.e., plural for Masjid).”4

‘ 41 - Recorded by al-Bukhari: (900) and Muslim: (442).
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In another narration, it says,
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“but they may go out (to the Masjid) having not
perfumed themselves.”42

Since that is the case, then the woman ought to know her
obligations when she is outside the house with her fellow
women at any place she could be; be that at the Masjid,
workplace, study place, or elsewhere where she most
often goes in accordance with Shari‘ah guidelines. One
of the foremost obligations is offering advice for others.
A woman intermingles with many different types of
women. She will see or hear violations of Allah’s
Shari‘ah. Moreover, a woman who is desirous to do good
would be a caller to Allah wherever she is; she offers
directions, education, and advice in order to please her

Lord as well as out of a desire to guide her fellow women.
She should never lose sighf of the Prophet’s saying,

# _ Recorded by Abu Dawud: (565).

[§
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“The religion is advice.”43

Moreover, also his saying,

o 3
o s 72 0 ¥ -~
“Advice is for every Muslim.”#

The following chapters demonstrate how the woman
should be outside her house. There are examples from
the early Salafi women that explore their dealings with
others in terms of offering advice, instructions, and

guidance.

4 - Recorded by Muslim: (55).
4 - Recorded by al-Bukhari (57) and Muslim: (56).
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CHAPTER 5: ADViSING INSIDE THE
STUDY PLACE

Undoubtedly, educating girls has its very fruitful results
that benefit the Islamic nation whereas ignoring it harms
them. Such fact is out of the question by any rational
man. The following poetic verses expound on this point.
In a friendly advice given by Shaykh Muhammad al-
Bashir al-'Ibrahimi to Shaykh Muhammad ibn ‘Ibrahim
Ali ash-Shaykh (may Allah have mercy on both of them).
The advice explains the level of education and
knowledge a young girl should be at instead of depriving
her of reading and learning, which only brings about

disasters on the Islamic nation.
He said:

Between us, there are some pieces of advice
needed to be reminded, -

Concealing them is vcowardice, cheating, and
harm,
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Never forget about Eve, as she is the sister of the
male,

Inside her is good and evil just like him,
Bears sweet and bitter fruits just like him

The (quality) of her fruit is dependent on how she
is instituted '

Whatever you instill in her shall be settled
within,

So how could a rational man be pleased to leave
her

Useless and with no avail, : ‘.

In her youth, you plant in her seeds of corruption,
Melting in her morals along with virtue,

If she were to be left out,

Disaster, destruction, and harm are bound to
happen, -

However, if she were to be educated, she would
be an asset,

Alternatively, a sin bringing nothing but bad
outcome,
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To prevent her from léarning (is unauthorized) as
not a shred of evidence (a verse or report) is
reported,

(Heed the example of) the virtuous women of the
past age (Salaf)

Grateful is what they are

Think, may Allah guide you, what is to be
expected

Of a nation whose half is paralyzed by laziness,

Think! It is possible that thinking might guide
you,

And heed the lessons of time
Is there any of the great civilizations,
From the past or the present,
Who flourished with greatness and good history
Except by both males and Afémales?

Whoever argues that evil and misguidance is in
educating her
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Tell him: she is, even more, evil if she is ignorant.
45

So, when the girl goes to school in accordance with the
Shari‘ah guidelines, it is obvious that she will spend a
long time with her schoolmate girls. Some of them are
righteous while others are negligent of Allah’s
commands and commit wrongdoings. A righteous girl
seizes this opportunity and makes Da‘wah and offers her
advice throughout school grades. She should plan a
strategy for treating, advising others, and guiding them
to their mistakes. If she sees a girl whose clothes
expresses a lack of decency and modesty, she should
advise her and explain to her the virtue of Hijab and that
it pleases Allah; in addition to fending off evil and harm.

Likewise, if she sees other girls who are blinded by what
the unchaste western women have and followed them in
their way of dressing, hairstyle, or anything else, she
should warn them against following the steps of the
Shaytan and the disbelievers in their every move. She

should also make it clear to her that the Muslim woman

45 - Athar ash-Shaykh Muhammad al-Bashir al-'Tbrahimi: (4/133).
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has her own independent personality that induces her
with the kind of pride that brings her closer to Her

Creator.

<

Advice should be offered by all means necessary at her
disposal; directly or indirectly. Sometimes a course of
conversation is to be taken, while other times some tapes,
booklets, or beneficial pamphlets related to Da ' wah are
to be presented to whoever is ignorant of the advantages
and beauty of the religion of Islam. Achieving this would
mean that she has fulfilled her part in advice and secures

a spot for her among those whom the Prophet described,
eGS0 e Ja

“Whoever guides to good is the same as the one
who does it.”46

46 - Recorded by al-Tirmidhi: (2667) ad authenticated by al-Albani in as-
Sahihah: (1660). ‘
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CHAPTER 6: THE WOMAN’S ROLE IN
ADVISING IN HER LOCAL MASJID

It has been mentioned earlier some of the Narrations
where the Prophet (155:%4{>) permitted for women to go
out to the Masjid whether it is for praying in
congregation .or for learning knowledge. A woman is
definitely going to meet other women of different age
groups; old ladies, adults, and. girl youngsters. Hence,
she must take into consideration their age and mind
differential in advising them pertaining any wrongdoing
they commit. Particularly, when women gather in one
place, they tend to be “chatty; and Shaytan may
potentially induce them until they are trapped in gossip,
backbiting, and ill talk about others.

Some of them bring their children but poorly educate
them to cut disrupting those who are engaged in praying
and Dhikr. Others engage in conversation while the
Imam is delivering his Jumu‘ah speech. This requires the

woman who advises to be perceptive and employs
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wisdom in righting these wrong practices that
consistently take place in the Masjid. She .could either
deal with those problems directly and advise her fellow
women or report those preictices to the Imam of the
Masjid. He, in return, would clarify those issues; and this

could be received with more responsive welcoming,.

For instance, some of the mothers of believers used to
forbid evil inside the houses of Allah, and advice
whoever is involved in wrongdoing. Mujéhjd reported: ’
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‘Urwah bin Zubayr and I entered the Masjid and
found ‘Abdullih bin ‘Umar sitting near the
apartment of ‘Aishah and the people were
observing the forenoon prayer (when the sun had
sufficiently risen). We asked him about their
prayer, and he said: It is Bid'ah (innovation),
Urwah said to him: O Abu ‘Abdur Rahman, how
many Umrahs did Allah’s Messenger (154 E5)

perform? He said: “Four ‘Umrahs including one
he performed during the month of Rajab.”

We were reluctant either to believe him or reject
him. We heard the noise of teeth brushing by
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‘Aishah in her apartment. 'Urwah said: Mother of
the Faithful, are you not hearing what Abi
‘Abdur-Rahman is saying? She said: What is he
saying? Thereupon he (‘Urwah) said: He (Ibn
‘Umar) states that Allah’s Messenger (Js.E5iiz)
performed four ‘Umrahs and one of them during
the month of Rajab. Thereupon she rémarked:

“May Allah have mercy upon Abii ‘Abdur al-
Rahman. Never did Allah’s Messenger (1o k4>)
perform ‘Umrah in which he did not accompany
him, and he (Allah’s Messenger) never performed
‘Umrah during the month of Rajab.”%7

Additionally, she rebuked some of the young men'’s
ridicule of a trialed man. She advised them to abandon
this behavior. Aswad reported that some young men
from the Quraysh visited ‘Aishah as she was in Mina and

they were laughing. She said:

47 -Recorded by al-Bukhari: (1775-1776) and Muslim: (1255).
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“What makes you laugh? They said: Such and
| such person stumbled against the rope of the tent,
and he was about to break his neck or lose his
eyes. She said: Don’t laugh for I heard Allah’s
Messenger (Jz.k4d{z) as saying: “If a Muslim
runs into a thorn or (gets into trouble) severe than
this, there is assured for him (a higher) rank and
his sins are obliterated.”48

‘Urwah Ibn Az-Zubayr said ‘Aishah reported:

\ 48 - Recorded by Muslim: (2572).
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“Don’t you feel surprised at the father of so and
s0? He came (one day) and sat beside the corner of
my apartment and began to narrate (the Hadith of
Allah’s Messenger). I was hearing while I was
engaged in extolling Allah (reciting Subhan
Allah) constantly. He stood up before I finished
my repetition of Subhan Allah. If I were to meet
him, I would have warned him with stern words
that Allah’s Messenger (Jz5:¢4>) did not speak
so quickly as you talk.”4°

4 - Recorded by al-Bukhari: (3568) and Muslim: (2493).
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Ibn Hajr commented.

“Her saying, ‘I would have warned him with stern
words” means she would have strongly
reproached him and made it clear to him that the
proper wdy of narrating a Hadith is by reading it
slowly better than quickly.”50

Moreover, ‘Aishah’s story of reproaching who
denounced performing the funeral prayer in the Masjid
is famous. ‘Aishah reported that when S‘ad bin Aba
Waqqas died, the wives of the Messenger of Allak
(As4E4le) sent message to bring his bier®! into the
Masjid so that they should offer the funeral prayer for
him. They - (the participants of the funeral) did
accordingly, and it was placed in front of their
apartments, and they offered prayer for him. It was
brought out of the door (known as) Bab al-Jana’iz which
was towards the side of Maqga’'id, and the news reached -
them (the wives of the Prophet) that the people bad
criticized this (i.e. offering of funeral prayer in the

50 _ Fath al-Bart: (8/222).
51 Publisher’s note: the word “bier’ by definition is a frame or stand on
which a corpse or the coffin containing it is laid before burial.
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masjid) saying that it was not desirable to take the bier

inside the masjid. This was conveyed to ‘Aishah. She

said:
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“How hastily the people criticize that about which
they know little. They criticize us for carrying the

" bier in the masjid. The Messenger of Allah
(Jz5.%45fle) offered not the funeral prayer of

Suhayl bin Bayda‘h but in the innermost part of
the masjid.”52

52 - Recorded by Muslim: (973).
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CHAPTER 7: THE WOMAN’S ROLE IN
ADVISING IN HER WORKPLACE

This chapter ‘is not much different from the previous
ones except that it informs the woman when she goes out
to her workplace in accordance with the Shari‘ah
guidelines, she will spend a long time with workmates;
sometimes it may be up to more than six hours” long a
day. Unfortunately, it is undoubted that staying such a
long time not only provokes a weak response to
wrongdoings inside the Wbrkplace but also creates a
scenario where she could probably get used to
(witnessing such wrongdoings) until she can no longer
get her facts straight; the right will be wrong and vice

versa. .

Therefore, she is strongly advised to keep her facts and
faith in regular check. She should display her refusal of
the wrongdoings verbally and by her heart. In addiﬁon,
she should advise those who engage in wrongdoing

especially if she holds a position of multiple
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responsibilities. In this case, her obligation is, even more,
pressing. For instance, she could be a school principal, a
teacher, or an educator who raises the future generations
of righteous Muslim girl youngsters. Given her position,
she should seize the (advantage) of her social status in
the best way she can manage in order to help others
through advice and guidance because she occupies a

respectable and admirable position.

She can connect with her fellow women through being a
role model and by offering them advice and instructions.
A woman, particularly, is vulnerable outside her house.
The Shaytan always seeks to tempt her, rhakes falsehood
fair-seeming to her, and- twists cdirupﬁon with

goodness.

‘Abdullah ibn Mas'ad narrated that The Prophet
(izakdifie) said: | -

e R oo T T Bee 2 . L%
QL]a_:_.f.._JlL_@_eJ_&_‘_.“ Cr = Ble s e O‘J—Q—J!
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WORKPLACE :
“The woman is Awrah so when she goes out, the
Shaytan seeks to tempt her.”53

There is an addition in another narration that says,
%k o - »? k) -\ .5 .
Lg_._._aj_n.au_e L@.—-—A&.JJJ‘ a3 Q_J\ﬁdjﬁ_; N \_@_:;‘5

“And she is closest to Allah when she stays in her

house.” 54

One can observe that the woman who works outside her
house is more susceptible to the whispers of both human
and Jinni devils. She cannot most likely find anyone to
advise or correct her whether her work meets the
Shari‘ah guidelines or not; since the man (given that the
Shari'ah guidelines are applied) is far from her
workstation, and if she were to be nearby, he would shy
away from talking to her in most cases despite that it is

allowable.

5 - Recorded by Al-Tirmidhi: (1173).
- Recorded by ibn Khuzaymah: (1685), ibn Hibban: (5598), and
authenncated by al-Albani in as-Sahihah: (2688).
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It was narrated that Abu Hurayrah (£24i;) met a woman

who was wearing perfume and headmg for the Masjid.
He said: |

M‘L'&J%wﬂwﬁo‘ﬂ‘u_ﬂ

&:}-;uj_;iwLé_‘PJJ_om‘HH
R e L s RS

“O maid-servant of the Compeller, where are you
heading?” She said: “To the Masjid.” He said:
“And have you put on perfume for that?” She said:
“Yes.” He said: “I heard the Messenger of Allah

(3l say:

‘Any woman who puts on perfume then goes out
to the Masjid; no prayer will be accepted from her
until she returns and takes a bath like that of
major impurity (perfectly).””’55

However, due to the increasing ill-intentions and the fear

of the occurrence of unfortunate incidents, men were

%5 - Recorded by ibn Majah: (4002), Ahmad in al-Musnad: (12/311), and
authenticated by al-Albani in ‘Jilbab al-Mar’ah al-Muslimah”: (131).
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distant from advising women except in certain
circumstances. Consequehtly, the only one left to advise
the woman® surrounded by an unlimited number of
temptations is her fellow women. They are the ones who

are charged with advising and guiding her.

- Translator’s note: He refers to the woman whose work is located
outside her house.
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THE CONCLUSION

There are some results that can be concluded from this
research about the woman and her role in offering
advice. These results are summed in the following

points:

1- The woman is the partner of the man, and she is as
responsible for offering advice for others

especially her fellow women as the man.

2- Her fulfillment of this role of advice is full of
benefits since the Shaytan has sneaked his way
towards many women due to their negligence of

advice.

3- A woman, by nature, is influential, which is a
strong motivation for the righteous women to

seize such golden opportunity.
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THE CONCLUSION

4-

Advice is not limited to be offered by mothers only
but rather a full spectrum of women. However,

each has its own context and circumstances.

Not only a woman should offer advice in her
house or her guardian’é house but also outside
them; be that in her study place, workplace, local
Masjid and in all of the places she goes.

If women were to adhere to the principle of advice
in accordance with the guidelines of the Shari'ah,
corruption and immorality would remarkably

decrease among them.

It is a must to heed one of the earlier examples of
the mothers of believers and righteous women

mentioned in this research.

The last of our speech is all praise is due to Allah, the
Lord of the worlds.5

57 - This research has been submitted in the conference of ‘advice” which
took place in the al-Imam Muhammad ibn Sa‘iid Islamic university in

Riyad at 27-28t day of Muharram 1434 A.H.
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