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Translator's Preface

Translator's Preface

In the N am e of Allaah, the M ost G racious, the Ever-M erciful

Praise be to Allaah, and may he raise the rank and grant peace to his M essenger 

M uham m ad.

To proceed:

This is a translation of the book, As-Salafiyyah H aqeeqatuhaa  

wa Seemaa'uhaa (Salafiyyah: Its Reality and Characteristics), 

by the virtuous scholar, Shaykh Saalih ibn Fow zaan al- 

Fow zaan, a m em ber of the C ouncil of Senior Scholars, as 

well as the Standing C om m ittee for Fatwaa, both in Saudi 

Arabia (may Allaah preserve him).

It was originally transcribed from a lecture entitled: "As- 

Salafiyyah, H aqeeqatuhaa wa Sim aatuhaa,"  alm ost the exact 

nam e as the book. It was delivered in the university 

cam pus masjid at Im aam  M uham m ad ibn Su'ood Islam ic U niversity in Riyadh 

on the 13th of Jum aadaa al-Oolaa, 1433.1 This lecture was transcribed in Arabic, 

adapted for print, and approved by the shaykh personally. It was printed by Daar 

Ishbeeliyyah in Riyadh. In a few noted passages, we w orked around som e minor 

printing errors by returning to the original lecture, in order to ensure the quality 

of the translation.

The book was chosen for translation because of the im portance of the topic,

1 This corresponds to March 5, 2012 in the Christian calendar.
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Translator's Preface

especially in the West, and because of the w idely respected status of the author. 

Salafiyyah, the m ethodology of the Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank and grant 

him  peace), his Com panions, and the early imaams of Islam , is undoubtedly the 

correct understanding of Islam . W hoever Allaah blesses to learn it, understand 

it, and stick to it shall enjoy safety in this life and the Next, in shaa' Allaah. D ue to 

its w ide appeal and popularity, Salafiyyah  may be inaccurately portrayed by those 

seeking to lead M uslim s astray, w hich leads to the im portance of having a firm 

understanding of it.

Through this brief introduction of Salafiyyah by the fam ous scholar, Shaykh Saalih 

ibn Fow zaan al-Fow zaan (may Allaah preserve him ), and the many im portant 

questions and answ ers that follow it, it is hoped that the Salafee Path is given m ore 

distinction from  the deviant m ethodologies that are often confused w ith it, like 

the ways of the Qutbiyyah, Ikhumaniyyah, and Khawaarij sects. The author is well- 

know n for his firm ly-grounded understanding of Islam  in general, in addition to 

his insight into the ways of the deviant groups and the angles from  w hich they 

attack Islam  and spread confusion.

This book was m ade p ossib le—by the Perm ission of Allaah —through the respected 

efforts of a num ber of people other than the translator. Thanks are due to Abu Bilal 

Naeem of Jeddah worked with his son to type out the recorded translation of the 

book, to Um m  Zakee for editing, typesetting and proofreading the translation, to 

'U m ar Abu Zakee for proofreading and overseeing the printing of the publication, 

and to Ahmad Abu Sakeenah for his additional review. M ay Allaah bless all of 

them for their valuable contributions, and may Fie reward them well.

A glossary of A rabic term s has been provided as an appendix in the back of the 

book, including the actual A rabic text of the entries, to assist the English readers in 

understanding key A rabic phrases that are used in the translation.

We put forth this hum ble effort, asking Allaah to accept it from us and allow  it 

to reach and benefit som e of His servants w ho wish to understand their religion

II
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better. And m ay He raise the rank of His Prophet M uham m ad and grant him  

peace.

M oosaa Richardson (Translator)

Thursday, the 18th of Jum aadaa al-O olaa, 1435
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Introduction

Introduction

All praises are due to Allaah, the Lord of all that exists, and we ask Allaah to 

raise the rank and grant peace to our Prophet M uham m ad and likew ise that of his 

fam ily and all of his com panions.

To proceed:

This country that we are in' — and to Allaah is the praise — has been and rem ains 

upon the m ethodology of the early predecessors of this Ummah. The founding 

constitution is the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His M essenger (sallallaahu  

'alayhi um sallam). The belief system  in this land is the ‘aqeedah  (belief system ) of the 

Salaf. And this land is upon the (fiqh) m ath-hab  of the great Im aam  A hm ad.2 No one 

had strayed from that; not one individual had gone away from that, and certainly 

not groups, large num bers of varying groups.

This was until the arrival of m any different groups of people as im m igrants to this 

land, upon the m ethodologies of Ikhzman, and Tableegh/ the people of this land 

needed to say that we are Salafees, to distinguish them selves clearly from those 

sects that had com e to them, so that their distinction could rem ain som ething 

outwardly know n, as Allaah, the M ost High, has said:

1 The author is referring to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

2 Ahmad ibn Hanbal (d.241): He was the great scholar of Baghdad, the last of the four well-known and 

widely-followed imams.

3 Al-Ikhwaan al-M uslimoon (or the Ikhum nees): A deviant sect who oppose the methodology of Ahlus- 

Sunnah by over-emphasizing their political goals, to the point that they cooperate with many different 

groups of deviants, remaining silent about their deviation, in order to accomplish their political 

aspirations.

4 jamaa'ah at-Tableegh (or the Tableeghees): A deviant sect who oppose the methodology of Ahlus- 

Sunnah through gross negligence and lack of concern for correct beliefs.
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And if they turn aw ay then say to them , 

be w itnesses that verily we are M uslim s.

[Soorah A aali-'Im raan, 3:64]

And He has also said:

'{jA 315 j  a_Ll\ Leo

W ho is better in speech than the one w ho calls to the Way of A llaah and does 

righteous deeds, saying: Verily I am one of the M uslim s

[Soorah Fussilat, 41:33]

And indeed the Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) inform ed 

us that an am ount of differing w ould take place in this Ummah, ju st as has taken 

place in the previous nations. And he adm onished us about that (time), telling us 

to hold fast to w hat he and his Com panions w ere upon.

He (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) said:

j\ (■ C~3yijj i  J j '  i C-

« . . .  ^ s - (3y-j& j <• jr y t l- j j

"T he Jew s split up into [either] seventy-one or seventy-tw o sects, and likew ise  

the Christians split up into seventy-one or seventy-tw o sects, and m y Ummah, 

m y follow ers shall split up into seventy-three g ro u p s ..."5

In one narration, he said:

« . .  Sl« M] ju J l  . . .  ))

5 Sunan Abee Daau’ood (no.4597). Al-Albaanee gathered its various chains and wordings and graded it 

hasan  in Silsilat al-Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah (no.204).
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"All of them  shall be in the Hellfire except one lone sect."

They asked, "W ho are they, O  M essenger of A llaah?" He replied:

(I . 4-JLc  Ij l La))

"It is those w ho are upon w hat I and m y Com panions are upon."

He (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) also said:

< •" J I  s ’ ■ ' * ' • ' „ ' 0 o , i
j -j -U -U  j l a i i - l  i l 1 1  9 4jli)

i 4 5 - •* *  ̂ a * " '
j l i  t t J b r lj l lb  1 j -a £ j  Lg-> 1 j i w j :

(i. J i j  t i f t Jj

"V erily w hoever of you lives long after me shall w itness great affairs of 

differing, so upon you is to keep to m y Sutinah and the Sunnah  of the rightly- 

guided Caliphs, hold tightly to that, and clam p dow n on that tightly w ith your 

back m olar teeth. And be w arned of new ly-invented m atters [in the Religion], 

as every new ly-invented m atter is an innovation, and every religious innovation  

is m isguidance."

And in another narration of the sam e hadeeth:

' * i f
«. jU Jl ^4 ib L is  J f j .  . . ))

"And every form  of m isguidance goes to the H ellfire."

That was the advice of the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him 

peace) that we stick tightly to w hat he and his C om panions w ere upon w hen 

differing and splitting occurs. These are things that m ust happen, and they have 

actually taken place ju st as he has inform ed us about them.

The way to salvation is to hold tightly to w hat the M essenger was upon (may

3
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Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) and w hat his C om panions w ere upon. 

This sect is the one that shall be saved from the H ellfire. The rest of the sects, all 

of them, shall go to Hell, as has preceded in the hadeeth  quoted. This is w hy this 

sect is called "The Saved Sect." The people of the Sunnah  and the Jamaa'ah are the 

sect that is distinguished from others by way of their true follow ing of the Book 

and the Sunnah. Every other sect is astray, even if they claim  to be follow ers of this 

Ummah, so long as their m ethodology and practicing Islam  rem ain in opposition 

to that of the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) and his 

Com panions.

This (clarity) is from the com pleteness of the advice that he gave us (may Allaah 

raise his rank and grant him  peace). It is from the com pleteness of the clarification 

that he gave about Islam  for all of the people.

So the way is clear —and to Allaah is the praise— the Book, the Sunnah, and w hat 

the predecessors of this Ummah, from the Com panions and their students, and 

the follow ers of their students, until the last of the virtuous early generations, the 

first three or four generations, as he said (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him 

peace):

) ■ * * , * % ' * 5 - * *
«• • • ( * 4 ^  J j j J '  p  ‘ p ‘

"T he best of you are those in m y generation, then [in virtue are] those w ho come  

after them , and then [in virtue are] those w ho com e after them ."6

The narrator (may Allaah be pleased with him ) interrupted, saying: "I don't know 

if the Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) m entioned two or 

three generations after them ."

And then he (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him peace) said:

6 Saheeh al-Bukhnarce (no.2651). 
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"T here shall com e som e people after you that w ill betray and they w ill not 

uphold trusts, they w ill volunteer to give their testim ony w ithout being asked, 

and they w ill take oaths to do things of w hich they will not fulfil. And obesity  

will be prevalent am ong them ."

These events w ere to take place after the passing of the virtuous generations. 

H owever, w hoever traverses upon the m ethodology of those early generations 

who w ere virtuous, even if it was in the very last day of this w orldly existence, he 

shall be saved and spared from  the H ellfire.

And Allaah, the M ighty and M ost High, has said:

And the early ones, the predecessors, from  am ongst the em igrants (who  

left M akkah to go to M adeenah) and am ongst the A nsaar (the people of 

M adeenah who w elcom ed them  and hosted them ), and those who follow  them  

proficiently and earnestly (with "ihsaan"), A llaah is pleased w ith them , and  

they are pleased w ith Him. And A llaah has prepared for them  gardens w ith  

rivers flowing beneath them . They shall abide therein forever, and that is the

great success."

[Soorah at-Tow bah, 9:100]

Allaah, the M ighty and M ost High, has guaranteed (this outcom e) for those who 

follow the m ethodology of the M uhaajireen  (the em igrants who left M akkah to 

M adeenah) and the Ansaar (the C om panions who hosted the C om panions who 

left M akkah), w ith ihsaan, w ith this condition — that they follow  w ith ihsaan.

5
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"lhsaan"  is precision, not a m ere claim  or ascription w ith no reality, which 

m ight take place due to ignorance or desires being followed. It is not the case 

that everyone w ho ascribes to the S alaf has attained w hat that ascription really 

means. This is only accom plished w hen a person m akes his follow ing of the S alaf 

with ihsaan. It is a condition that has been placed there by Allaah, the M ighty and 

M ajestic.

"lhsaan" in this case m eans: precision and com pleteness. This requires the follow ers 

to study and learn about the m ethodology of the Salaf, so that they could follow 

it (upon knowledge). People who ascribe to the way of the Salaf, but they do not 

know anything about their actual m ethodology of dealing w ith issues, or they 

know about it, but they do not proceed upon it, this is of no benefit and of no avail, 

and such a person is not a Salafee. Such people are not considered Salafees because 

they have not followed the S alaf w ith ihsaan (com pleteness and proficiency), while 

Allaah, the M ighty and M ost High, has stipulated this condition of ihsaan.

In this land of ours, in the schools and in the universities of this land, and in its 

masjids, the m ethodology of the righteous predecessors is studied so that w e could 

follow them w ith ihsaan  (com pleteness and proficiency), not by claim ing it or just 

adopting a m ere label. Look how m any people there are who claim  Salafiyyah, 

saying they are follow ing the m ethodology of the Salaf, w hilst opposing it in 

reality. Som etim es this is due to ignorance of w hat the m ethodology of the S alaf 

really was, and som etim es it is a result of desires, when a person know s w hat the 

m ethodology is yet chooses to follow his desires.

Anyone who takes the way of the S alaf is in need of tw o basic things:

1. Know ing w hat the m ethodology of the S ala f really was.

2. Sticking to it, no m atter how m uch difficulty one faces as a result.

For sure, he w ill find those who oppose this m ethodology harm ing him , behaving 

arrogantly, and accusing him. He is going to find that he is described w ith all

6
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kinds of horrible nicknam es. How ever, he is to rem ain patient upon that, since he 

is satisfied, and he is content w ith w hat he is upon. The w hirlw inds (of calam ity) 

do not shake him, nor do the trials and tribulations that take place cause him to 

change. Instead, he rem ains firm and patient upon that until he m eets his Lord.

So he learns the m ethodology of the S ala f firstly, then he follow s it. He sticks to 

it and he follow s it with ihsaan  (com pleteness and proficiency), secondly (after 

learning it).

Then after that, thirdly, he rem ains patient upon the harm s that reach him from 

the people. This is not sufficient by itself; rather, he m ust also take one m ore step, 

and that is to call to the way of Allaah. He invites to and helps to spread the 

m ethodology of the Salaf. He helps to clarify it for the people. For this purpose, 

you find that our curricula in schools here are upon the m ethodology of the Salaf, 

and our call is to the way of the S ala f This is how the Salafee is to be in reality.

Som e claim  to be Salafee w ithout know ing w hat the m ethodology of the S ala f even 

was, nor follow ing it, rather follow ing w hat the people are upon, or follow ing 

w hatever is in accordance to their w ishes and desires. O thers m ay follow  but do 

not rem ain stable and patient in tim es of tribulation, and thus they lavishly praise 

people (who do not deserve that) at the expense of (harm ing) their Religion. Such 

people go overboard in praising people at the expense of (harm ing) their Religion, 

com prom ising things from the m ethodology of the S ala f  Such people are not 

Salafees, even if they label them selves as Salafees.

R em em ber that the determ ining factor is not the m ere claim ; the real determ ining 

factor is the actual reality. This requires us to focus on know ing w hat the 

m ethodology of the S alaf really was. It also requires us to study the m ethodology 

of the S alaf in beliefs, m anners, interactions, and in every aspect.

This is the m ethodology that the M essenger of A llaah (may Allaah raise his rank 

and grant him  peace) was upon. It is the m ethodology that his Com panions were
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upon, the M uhaajireen  (of M akkah) and the A nsaar (of M adeenah). It shall remain 

the m ethodology of all of those who have taken them as role m odels and follow 

their way, until the com ing of the Last Day.

The Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him peace) said:

t ° ' % '' ' t ' ' f t *  v '  ̂ * 'i 'c *
y>\ (*4^13- J - 4 ^ J  ( * 4 ^  Jr4 ir* ^ 11

(i. dJUi 411

"T here shall always rem ain from m y Ummah  a group that is steadfast upon the 

order of Allaah. They will not be harm ed by any of those w ho forsake them  

nor those who oppose them , until the affair of Allaah is established w ith them , 

w hilst they are upon that w ay."7

Regarding his statem ent:
0 t ' ' - 0 ' o >' '• ' o * * * '

(I. (*4^13- j a V j  (*4*^3" JA  ' i ))

"T hey w ill not be harm ed by any of those w ho forsake them  nor those who  

oppose them "

This proves that there will be people who forsake them and oppose them ; however 

that is of no concern to them. They continue upon their path to Allaah, the M ighty 

and M ajestic. They rem ain steadfast in the face of all that afflicts them, just as 

Luqm aan said, advising his son:

O m y little son, establish [regular] prayers, order [the people] with  

righteousness, forbid evil things, and be patient w ith w hatever befalls you [as

7 Collected by al-Bukhanree in his Saheeh (no.3641).
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a result of that]. Verily, that is from  the m ost im portant of affairs [for stability]. 

And do not frow n upon people [arrogantly], and do not w alk upon the 

earth arrogantly. Verily, A llaah does not love any arrogant bragger. A lso, be 

balanced in the w ay you walk and keep your voice down. The m ost despicable

This is the way of the Salaf, and this is their distinguishing trait and identifying 

characteristic.

And Allaah, the M ighty and M ost High, said:

And this is M y straight Path, so follow  it, and do not follow  the other paths 

that will split you away from  his path. That is w hat He has advised you with  

so that you m ight attain piety.

[Soorah al-An'aam , 6:153]

Allaah has m entioned the path as being His Path, an ascription of honour and of 

high status befitting the path itself and everyone w ho takes it.

of all sounds to A llaah is the braying of the donkey.

[Soorah Luqm aan, 31:17-19]

This is M y straight Path

[Soorah al-An'aam , 6:153]

//iStraight" here m eans: a path of m oderation.
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So follow  it, and do not follow  the different paths

[Soorah al-An'aam , 6:153]

This proves that there are m any (incorrect) paths.

They will split you up and keep you away from  H is Path

[Soorah al-An'aam , 6:153]

These are the m ethodologies that oppose the way of the Salaf.

That is w hat He has advised you with

[Soorah al-An'aam , 6:153]

That is w hat he advised you with, m eaning, ''Follow  it (the Straight Path)"

In hopes that you m ay attain piety

[Soorah al-An'aam , 6:153]

In hopes that you would fear Allaah and observe His Lim its, stay away from  the 

paths of deviation, and stay away from doubtful matters. In hopes that you would 

stay away from  and be warned of all things that would obstruct this Path, be they 

diversions, tricks, or even threats.

Look at how Allaah m entions His Path and His Way as being one singular Way, 

w hile He m entioned the other ways as being many. So the Path of Allaah is 

singular, no divisions in it and no m ultiplicity. There is no crookedness in it, and
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there are no contradictions w ithin it.

However, the other pathways are num erous, even innum erable. Each and every 

person just invents a new  path and takes it. Each person ju st invents a m ethodology 

to be upon, for him  and his follow ers. They are num erous different paths that have 

been setup and designed by the leader of each and every group for his followers. 

They m ake a pledge of allegiance to their leader to follow  that way.

W hat will happen to you if you follow  these different pathways?

They will take you off of the Path of Allaah, the M ighty and M ajestic. You will 

only end up in disgrace, m isguidance and destruction. There is no salvation, 

uprightness, or success except by holding to the Straight Path, the path of Allaah, 

the M ighty and M ost High. All other paths are just the paths of the devils, upon 

each and every one of them is a devil that calls the people to that way. So let us 

be warned of this issue! Let us not be deceived by the large num bers of those who 

oppose the correct way! Let us not pay any attention to their doubts, personal 

attacks, and blam e. We m ust not pay any attention to this; rather, we m ust continue 

to take the Path to Allaah upon know ledge-based insight.

This is why Allaah, the M ighty and M ost High, has m ade an obligation upon us, 

that in every single unit of our prayers we read Soorah al-Faatihah, and in the end 

of that Soorah:

They w ill split you up and keep you away from  His Path

[Soorah al-An'aam , 6:153]

G uide us to [or upon] the straight path

[Soorah al-Faatihah, 1:6]
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That is the Path of Allaah, the M ighty and M ost High. M eaning: Guide us to the 

right way, give us instruction, and grant us stability upon the Straight Path.

The Path of those upon w hom  You have bestow ed Your Favour

[Soorah al-Faatihah, 1:7]

Those w ho traverse this path are the ones w hom  Allaah has bestow ed His Blessings 

upon, from am ongst the Prophets, the devoutly honest people, the m artyrs, and 

the righteous. W hat a good (kind of) com panionship such people are! Such people 

are your com panions upon the Way that you are traversing upon.

Allaah, the M ost High, said:

W hoever obeys A llaah and the M essenger, such are in the com pany of those  

w hom  A llaah has bestow ed His Blessings upon, from  am ongst the prophets, 

devoutly truthful, m artyrs and righteous. W hat good com panionship those are!

[Soorah an-N isaa, 4:69]

Do not feel that you are alone and by yourself w hile you are upon this path! 

Rather, your com panions and associates along this path are the very best of the 

creation! So do not feel lonely, even if the (opposing) pathways are m any and the 

sects becom e num erous. Even w hen those who oppose the correct path becom e 

num erous, do not look sidew ays to them, as you are content w ith w hat you are 

upon —the Path of Allaah, the M ighty and M ajestic.
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N ot those w ho have the A nger [of A llaah] upon them

[Soorah al-Faatihah, 1:7]

M eaning: Not the path of those w hom  the anger of Allaah is upon. Those who 

have the A nger of Allaah upon them  are the ones that have know ledge, yet they 

do not practice in accordance with it, like the Jew s for exam ple, as w ell as every 

person who has know ledge but does not act in accordance w ith it. W hen a person 

does not act according to his know ledge, the know ledge becom es a proof against 

him on the Day of Judgm ent.

Like the statem ent of the poet:

^  C —Jli o!-S" 0] j

"And when know ledge is ju st statem ents without action,

Had only its com panion been subm erged in ignorance."

You m ust perform  deeds in accordance w ith know ledge. Know ledge w ithout 

action is like trees w ithout fruits. W hat are the benefits of trees that do not bear 

any fruit? Thus, Allaah has becom e angry w ith such people because they have 

know ledge, yet they do not act in accordance w ith it. So they justly deserve the 

A nger of Allaah, the Glorified and M ost High. And they deserve His D isgust 

and Hatred of them, even w hile they m ay believe them selves to be people of 

civilization, advancem ent, high status, and all the other claim s that they make! The 

reality is that they are upon m isguidance and have earned the A nger of Allaah, the 

Exalted and M ost High.

And then in Soorah al-Faatihah, A llaah has told us:
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N or those w ho have gone astray

[Soorah al-Faatihah, 1:7]

M eaning: And not the path of those w ho are m isguided. They are the people 

who are active w ith deeds, w orship, exerting them selves and abstaining from 

worldly pleasures. However, this is done w ithout know ledge and guidance from 

Allaah, the Glorified and M ost High. As a result, their deeds are like dust that is 

scattered in the wind, they will not benefit them in anyway, as they are astray, 

m isguided away from the Straight Path. Their actions are just things that exhaust 

them w ithout having any benefit. An exam ple of this kind of people would be the 

Christians, as they are people of w orship and religious dedication; however, they 

do this w ithout knowledge.

[And they had a level of] religious dedication that they invented w hich We 

had not ordered them  to do. The only thing We ordered them  w ith was to be 

earnest in seeking the pleasure of Allaah. H ow ever, they did not observe it 

[the order] as it should have been observed.

[Soorah al-H adeed, 57:27]

They are upon m isguidance and clear error. The criterion for right and w rong is 

not hard w ork and dedication alone, w ithout reaching the Truth or being upon the 

correct way. The Soofees, for exam ple, am ong the ranks of the M uslim s, are upon 

the way of the Christians. They w orship Allaah, abstain from w orldly pleasures, 

exert them selves, and even stay away from the people often. However, they do 

not seek know ledge. In fact, they turn people away from know ledge. They say to 

the people, "B e active with deeds, and seeking know ledge only keeps you away 

from doing m ore deeds!" They cause the people to have an aversion to seeking 

know ledge, sitting with the scholars and taking know ledge from them. They 

believe the scholars fall short (as exam ples, in their own deeds), and thus, they
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keep the people from  exerting them selves! This is one angle (of their deviance).

From  another angle, they say that know ledge is not a result of continually seeking 

it, but rather, it com es all at once, suddenly. They believe that if a person exerts 

him self in acts of w orship, then A llaah w ill open up things for him. O nly then 

w ould know ledge com e to him, w ithout him  seeking it! This is m isguidance. Let 

us be warned against it.

Know ledge is only attained after seeking it." There is no way to attain know ledge 

except by learning it directly from the people of know ledge and insight.

Furtherm ore, know ledge m ust com e before statem ents and actions.

Im aam  al-Bukhaaree said in his authentic Hadeeth  C om pilation:

« J  °yd\ J 43 ;

"T he Chapter of: Know ledge Preceding Statem ents and A ctions."

Then he m entioned the Statem ent of Allaah, the M ost High:

Have know ledge [O M uham m ad] that there is no deity w orthy of w orship  

other than A llaah, and then seek forgiveness for your sins and for those of the  

believing m en and w om en as well.

[Soorah M uham m ad, 47:19]

“ Abud-Dardaa' (may Allaah be pleased with him) said:

«. *-Udlj Lilii
"Know ledge is only (attained) through seeking it."

Some scholars consider it an authentic hadeeth reported from the Messenger of Allaah (may Allaah 

raise his rank and grant him peace). See Silsilat al-Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah (no.342).
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Have know ledge that there is no deity w orthy of w orship other than Allaah

[Soorah M uham m ad, 47:19]

The m eaning: Have know ledge of that firstly, then after that, seek forgiveness and 

perform  deeds.

Clearly, know ledge is a necessity. Know ledge is that which guides a person to 

Allaah, the Glorified and M ost High. Allaah sent dow n the Book and dispatched 

the M essenger in order to guide us to taking the Straight Path, that which is the 

path of beneficial know ledge and righteous actions. He has not left us to our own 

tastes and opinions.

Allaah, the M ighty and M ost High, has said:

He is the One who sent His M essenger w ith guidance and 

the Religion of the Truth.

[Soorah at-Tow bah, 9:33]

G uidance (referred to in this verse) is beneficial know ledge, and the Religion of 

Truth is righteous actions. So it is a m ust that the two issues be com bined together: 

beneficial know ledge and righteous actions. This is w hat the M essenger (may 

Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) cam e with. He did not com e with 

theoretical know ledge only, w ithout action and im plem entation. And he did not 

com e with actions w ithout know ledge. Rather, they are two com panions that stick 

together and m ust always be together.

It is obligatory that actions be founded upon know ledge and insight. It is also 

obligatory that a person who has know ledge act in accordance to his know ledge.
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Otherwise, a person having know ledge w ho does not act in accordance with it, 

as well as the one w ho acts w ithout know ledge, are both heading for destruction. 

The only exception to this path of destruction is the one w ho has both beneficial 

know ledge and righteous actions. This is precisely w hat Allaah had dispatched 

his M essenger for. (May Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace.)

This is the correct path of Salafiyyah, and these are the characteristics of the 

righteous predecessors (the Salaf) — beneficial know ledge and righteous actions.
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Who Are the Salaf?

Who Are the SaZa/?1

The S ala f w e  re the Com panions and their followers. 

Allaah, the M ost High, has said:

O ur Lord, forgive us and our brothers w ho have preceded us in eemaan.

[Soorah al-H ashr, 59:10]

W hen Allaah m entioned the M uhaajireen  (from  M akkah, the earliest Com panions) 

and the A nsaar (who hosted them  in M adeenah) in Soorah al-H ashr, He said:

And those w ho com e after them , those w ho say: 'O ur Lord! Forgive us and our 

brothers w ho have preceded us in eem aan.'

[Soorah al-H ashr, 59:10]

W hat is it that they have preceded us in? In eem aan  (correct beliefs, actions and 

statem ents).

And they further supplicate:

1 Titled added by translator.
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And do not allow  there to be any rancour in our hearts 

for those w ho have believed.

[Soorah al-H ashr, 59:10]

M eaning: Jealousy or hatred for the Believers. Allaah hates and is angry w ith any 

person who would despise the early predecessors, from am ongst the Com panions, 

the M uhaajireen, the Ansaar, and those who followed them  in ihsaan  (com pleteness 

and proficiency) from the early favoured generations. His actions will be like 

scattered dust in the wind, because his actions w ere not founded upon guidance.

Actions are only acceptable w hen they have two conditions fulfilled w ithin them:

1. That they are done w ith sincerity, seeking the Face of Allaah

2. That they are done in conform ity w ith the Sunnah  of the M essenger of 

Allaah (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace)

Allaah, the M ost High, has said:

Nay, the one who subm its his face to A llaah w hile being a person w ho does 

good deeds shall have his reward w ith his Lord. No fear shall overtake them

nor shall they grieve.

[Soorah al-Baqarah, 2:112]

This Verse contains the two conditions for the acceptability of any action:

1. "N ay, the one who subm its his face to A llaah ." This m eans w ith sincerity 

in one's w orship, being free of any act of polytheism  and its people.
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2. " ...W h ile  being a person w ho does good d e e d s ..."  This m eans follow ing 

the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace), acting 

in accordance with his Sunnah, and abandoning innovations and newly 

invented m atters in the Religion.

This is the m ethodology of the righteous Salaf. It is taken directly from the Book 

and the Sunnah, through the scholars who are firm ly grounded in know ledge.

A nyone who w ishes to traverse the path of the S ala f m ust abide by these Islam ic 

codes. Today, there are so m any people who claim  to be upon the m ethodology of 

the Salaf, w hilst they are upon m isguidance and serious errors. They ascribe these 

errors to the m ethodology of the Salaf. And thus, you find disbelievers, hypocrites, 

and all kinds of people w ith sickness in their hearts, all of them, attacking and 

insulting the Salafees. Every crim e com m itted, every bit of destruction, and every 

trial faced is blam ed on the Salafees. How ever, Salafiyyah is absolutely free from 

such things, and the S alaf them selves are also free of those things.

Such people are not upon the path (the m ethodology) of the Salaf, they are upon 

the m ethodology of m isguidance. Even w hen such people take nam es ascribing to 

the Salaf, it is an obligation that we m ake a distinction betw een the m ere nam e and 

claim of a label and it's reality. There are surely people w ho m ake claim s or give 

them selves labels of attachm ent to things that are just not true. Such people are not 

Salafees, and the early predecessors are free of them.

The m ethodology of the S ala f is beneficial know ledge, righteous actions, 

brotherhood in the Religion of Allaah, and cooperation upon righteousness and 

piety. W hoever holds fast to it shall be saved from all types of trials and evil things, 

and he will gain the Pleasure of Allaah, the Glorified and M ost High.

Allaah, the M ost High, has said:

'  \ 'M \ ' ■■*
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The first predecessors from  the M uhaajireen  [of M akkah], the A nsaar  [who 

hosted them  in M adeenah], and those w ho follow ed them  in righteousness, 

A llaah is pleased with them  and they are pleased w ith Him. He has prepared  

for them  gardens under w hich rivers flow. They shall abide therein forever;

that is the great success.

[Soorah at-Tow bah, 9:100]

Every person w ants these gardens that have rivers flowing underneath them. No 

one w ants the Hellfire. No one w ants punishm ent. However, the focus of our talk 

here is taking the proper steps, the steps that will actually lead you to Paradise and 

allow you to reach salvation, saving you from the Fire. This necessitates that you 

follow strictly the m ethodology of the righteous predecessors.

Im aam  M aalik (may Allaah have m ercy upon him ) said:

((. kgJj! *)[[ <LWl 4 j-a j ? - \  ^1 •/? j ))

"N othing will rectify the latter part of this Ummah other than w hat rectified the 

first part of it ."2

The Book and the Sunnah are the two things that rectified the first part of this 

Ummah. And nothing is going to rectify the latter part of this Ummah other than 

the sam e Book and Sunnah. They rem ain present am ongst us, and to Allaah is 

the praise. They are both preserved through the special preservation of Allaah 

Himself.

Allaah, the M ost High, said:

2 Collected by al-Jowharee in his M usnad al-M iacatta' (no.783), as something Imaam Maalik [d.l 79] 

narrated from his teacher, Wahb ibn Kaysaan [d.127].

22



Who Are the Salaf?

Verily it is Us, We are the O ne1 w ho sent dow n the R em inder [Qur'an], 

and it is Us w ho shall surely preserve it.

[Soorah al-H ijr,15:9]

W hoever intends to achieve understanding of them  (the Book and the Sunnah) 

in truth, and thus he takes the proper path to seek know ledge, will find in them 

righteousness and success. However, the person who m akes a claim  w ithout any 

reality behind it, or he just follow s blindly those w ho claim  Salafiyyah w ithout 

being upon the m ethodology of the Salaf, such an ascription is of no avail. Rather, 

it would only harm  him.

If such a person claim s to be a Salafee, it is only a lie and a fabrication against 

the S ala f and Salafiyyah. He leads the people astray through such an ascription, 

w hether intentionally or not. He is either a person of desires or an ignorant person. 

As it is said:

o ' * ' ' * £
«. LgJUsI L̂ JLc- J L - i  I l i l  s  jlc-jJlj»

"And when claim s are not established w ith proofs, the people w ho m ake them  are 

m ere claim ants."

So it is obligatory that anyone who claim s that he ascribes to the way of the Salaf 

actually lives up to that name, by acting in accordance w ith their m ethodology, 

as it relates to beliefs, statem ents, actions, and all interactions, so that he can be 

a Salafee in truth. This way he could be a righteous exam ple for people, show ing 

them  the proper im plem entation of the m ethodology of the righteous Salaf.

So w hoever w ants this as his m ethodology, then it is upon him  to learn about it 

by studying it firstly, and then to act in accordance with it secondly. Then he m ust 

call to it and clarify it for the people. This is the m ethodology of the Salaf. This is

1 Allaah uses the royal plural, "W e," or "U s," to refer to Himself alone.
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the way of the Saved Sect, the people of the Sunnah  and the jamaa'ah, those who 

are upon w hat the Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) and 

his Com panions w ere upon. Furtherm ore, he m ust rem ain patient and consistent 

upon that, and he m ust not go astray w hen calam ities surface. He is not duped by 

the claim s that lead people astray, nor do the w hirlw inds (of fitnah) take him in. 

He rem ains like this until he m eets his Lord, the Glorified and M ost High.

May Allaah give success to us all in attaining that w hich Allaah loves and is 

pleased with. And may Allaah raise the rank of our Prophet M uham m ad, and 

likew ise that of his fam ily and Com panions, all of them, and may He grant them 

peace.
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Questions1 and Answers

[Q l] W hat is the M eaning of "Ahlus Sunnah w al-Jamaa'ah  Know  the Truth  

and Have M ercy on the C reation?"

A questioner says the great scholar of Islam , Ibn Taym iyyah (may Allaah have 

m ercy upon him ) m entioned: "From  the distinguishing characteristics of Ahlus- 

Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah is that they know  the truth and they have m ercy upon the 

creation." W hat is the m eaning of that?

Answer:

The m eaning is clear. They know the truth, which is w hat we have talked about, 

that it is not enough just to ascribe to it. Rather, it is essential to know  the truth and 

its evidence from the Book and the Sunnah, learned at the hands of the scholars, 

those who are firmly grounded in know ledge. G entleness and kindness w ith the 

creation are required in the Islam ic legislation:

Call to the way of you Lord w ith w isdom  and beautiful preaching, and engage

them  in the finest of ways.

[Soorah an-N ahl, 16:125]

In another Verse:

1 Editor's note: In order to increase readability (and to improve the table of contents referencing), we 

have added question titles as summarized versions of the original questions. W here the questions are 

short, the question titles have been left intact.
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And speak to the people in a good way.

[Soorah al-Baqarah, 2:83]

So speak well with your words, with the way you say them, and with your manner 

of addressing people, so that you would encourage people towards goodness. Let 

your speech be from know ledge, not from ignorance or em otions not founded 

upon the prescribed m anners in Islam.

[Q2] How M ust One Guard against Preachers W ho W ish to Further Political 

Agendas?

In our land, the Kingdom  of Saudi Arabia, we face m ovem ents that have agendas 

led by preachers that stir up trouble. They want to bring about the downfall of 

the system  in place. How are we to confront such preachers w hile we also protect 

ourselves from their poison?

Answer:

They are confronted firstly by seeking beneficial know ledge, w hich includes 

know ing the truth with its evidences, as well as how you are to confront these 

trials and the callers to m isguidance. It is a m ust to have beneficial know ledge 

first, so that you can then practice it w ithin yourself and becom e a good exam ple 

and preach. No m atter w hat such people m ay try to portray, the Kingdom  of Saudi 

Arabia is upright upon the truth and they are upon, as well, the im plem entation of 

the legislation of Allaah. They would never be able to harm  this country because 

the M essenger of Allaah (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) inform ed 

us about that:
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"T hat they shall not be harm ed by those w ho forsake them , nor by those who 

contradict them  or oppose them , until the affair of A llaah is established and  

they are like that, upon that d escription ."2

Allaah has guaranteed for them that they shall be protected:

Allaah, the M ost High, says:

If you aid Allaah, then Allaah w ill aid you and He w ill grant firmness to your 

feet and he will m ake you stable upon the truth.

[Soorah M uham m ad, 47:7]

[Q3] H ow  Should We React to W riters W ho Do N ot A pprove of O ur Leaders' 

Affirmation of Salafiyyah?

O ur leaders (in Saudi Arabia) constantly repeat, and to Allaah is the praise, that 

this land has been established upon the Salafee m ethodology. However, we see 

som e w riters who do not approve of this kind of speech. So w hat is your advice?

Answer:

It is not strange to find people not approving of the concept of clinging to the 

m ethodology of the Salaf, or holding fast to the religion of Islam . This is som ething 

that was found from the time of prophethood until today. However, we rem ain 

firm upon our Religion and in follow ing our M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank 

and grant him  peace), and we do not pay any mind to those w ho blurt out anything,

2 Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his Saheeh (no.3641).
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saying w hatever they say.

[Q4] How Should the Youth Dress?

W hat is your advice to the youth who w ear the clothes of Europeans w hile in this 

country (in Saudi Arabia)?

Answer:

Im itating the disbelievers in their m anners of dress, their m anners of speech, and 

in the generality of their descriptions is not perm issible. We have been forbidden 

from im itating them.

The Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) said:

o ' "  >■ » ;  s : ;  • -
«• > f*  f i ^  j  j * »

"W hoever im itates a people, he is from th em ."1

The act of im itating (them) includes every single thing that the disbelievers do that 

is specific to them, from all affairs of religious acts and general custom s. We do 

not follow them blindly in those things. Upon us is to w ear clothes that cover well, 

those worn by the people of the land.

[Q5] Should the Youth W ear Traditional Arab Clothing in W estern Lands?

W hat is your advice to the youth who w ear their country 's traditional clothing in 

European countries, w hile this creates a feeling of estrangem ent from the people 

(i.e. he stands out).

1 Collected by Aboo Daawood in his Sunan (no.4031). Al-Albaanee graded it "hasan-saheeh." 
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Answer:

If they w ear the traditional clothing of their country then they should not be 

w orried about w hat the people think. Let them  w ear clothes that cover them selves 

well, those that are in opposition to the concept of resem bling the disbelievers. Let 

them not be concerned with w hat the people say, so long as they are not forcefully 

prevented (by law), no harm  com es to them, and no anim osity results.

[Q6] Is A bsolute A dherence to a Particular M ath-hab  Considered Part of

Salafiyyah?

Is ta'as-sub (absolute adherence) to one particular math-hab  considered to be part 

of Salafiyyah, w hether it is the Shaa'fi'ee M ath-hab  or the H anbalee M ath-hab  (for 

exam ple)?

Answer:

We do not adhere to any math-hab exclusively, believing it to be a single math-hab 

(that m ust be followed). W hat we cling to is the math-hab  that has the evidence 

from the Book and the Sunnah. This is som ething that we refer to as "tamas-suk"  

(clinging to our deen ); we do not refer to this as ta'as-sub (absolute adherence). 

This is because ta'as-sub is usually blam ew orthy. Instead, to refer to this concept 

as "tamas-suk'' (holding tightly to som ething in a praisew orthy way) is the correct 

expression. Let us cling tightly to the truth and not be w orried about those who 

oppose us.

29



Questions and Answers

[Q7] M ust O ne Say, "I am a Salafee" or Is It Sufficient to Just Say "I am a 

M uslim "?

Is it better that a person ascribes to Salafiyyah by saying: " I  am a Salafee." O r is it 

sufficient that he says, " I  am a M uslim "?

Answer:

Calling oneself Salafee is not sufficient. A person m ust also be upon the m ethodology 

of the Salaf. He can be upon it w ithout saying that he is a Salafee. However, if there 

is any need for him  to say he is a Salafee, there is no problem  in that, because this 

provides a distinction betw een him  and the one who is not a Salafee if he is am idst 

the various sects.

[Q8] H ow  Does One Enjoin Good Behaviour Tow ards the Ruler?

In this time, with all of the current strife existing, w henever I rem ind my brothers 

about the rights of the ruler, I feel like such a stranger am ong the people, and that 

the m ajority of the people do not like me. W hat is your advice to me?

Answer:

Clarify w hat is the truth and w hat is correct for the people to understand, and 

(also clarify) the Sunnah of the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant 

him peace) as it relates to dealing w ith the leaders and others. W hoever accepts 

that, then the praise is for Allaah; whoever does not accept that, then you have 

discharged the duty that was upon you, and you have established the proof 

against them! We are not seeking the people's approval. We are not seeking their 

praise. W hat we want is to please Allaah, the M ost High.
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As 'A a'ishah narrated from the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant 

him peace)

( i. ^ l l l l  4 J lc  J a i w i j  <uJLt aUI Ja A « j aAll

"W hoever seeks to please A llaah at the expense of angering the people, Allaah  

w ill be pleased w ith him , and He w ill m ake the people pleased w ith him. 

W hoever seeks to please the people w hilst angering Allaah, A llaah will be 

angry w ith him , and he will m ake the people angry w ith h im ."4

[Q9] Is It Perm issible to Protest against D isbelieving Leaders?

Som e people say protests against the disbelieving leaders of a country are 

perm issible, because it is allow ed to rebel against a disbeliever. W hat is your 

response to this?

Answer:

Protests are not from the guidance of Islam. They could lead to bloodshed and 

instability, and therefore they are not perm issible.

Taking a position against disbelieving rulers is not by way of protesting. It is 

done through (legitim ate) "jihaaci" in the Way of Allaah, under the leadership of 

a M uslim  governm ent, who lead them (the m ilitary forces) in battle against the 

(m ilitary of the) disbelievers. An exam ple of this w ould be the M essenger (may 

Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) and his C om panions. They would 

engage in m ilitary com bat and fight against the (arm ies of the) disbelievers, with

* Collected bv Ibn Hibbaan in his Saheeh (1/510 of Ibn Bulbaan's version). Al-Albaanee authenticated 

it in Silsilat al-Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah (no.2311).
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organized m ilitary operations.

On the other hand, protests only lead to evil. They only cause trials and tribulations. 

They do not ever produce any benefit, as you see today. These protests have not 

led to any good, and there is no end to them. From one protest to the next, no 

(positive) result is ever achieved.

People who live under the authority of the disbelievers and are unable to m igrate 

to the lands of the M uslim s are to rem ain steadfast, w hile clinging to their Religion. 

This was the case with the Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him 

peace) and his C om panions in the early days in M akkah before they em igrated 

(to al-M adeenah).

[Q10] Are Casualties Resulted from D em onstrations and Protests Com parable  

to Those of War?

W hen you say to som e people, "Look at how protests and dem onstrations have 

harm ed the M uslim s and spilled their b lood," they say: "W ell, there are casualties 

in every battle!"

Answer:

This is not a m ilitary battle in the Path of Allaah! This is m erely a protest, and it is 

chaos. It may be true that in established m ilitary com bat in the Path of Allaah there 

are m artyrs who die. However, the end result is in favour of the M uslim s.

On the other hand, these protests lead us to nothing except bloodshed, destruction 

of property, and the loss of safety. Then, the end result is absolutely nothing.
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[Q ll]  Is It Ever Perm issible to R ebuke the M uslim  Ruler in Public?

Is it the case that rebuking the M uslim  ruler in front of the people is forbidden by 

consensus, or is there differing in the issue? For exam ple, if a presum ed benefit 

could be attained by rebuking him  in a certain instance?

Answer:

The factor that leads us to w hat is correct is not the presence of differing. Rather, 

the criterion is who is upon the truth. We follow w hom ever is upon the truth. 

So long as the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) had 

ordered us w ith obedience to the M uslim s' leaders, even if they go beyond the 

limits and oppress us; let us fulfil the order. In this way, we take on the lesser of 

the two harm s to repel the greater of the two of them .5

That is because going against the rulers causes harm s that are greater than the 

harm s associated w ith being patient upon their (original) transgression or 

oppression. Any affair that leads to greater harm  is not perm issible.

Allaah, the M ost High, has said:

Do not throw  yourselves into destruction by your ow n hands.

[Soorah al-Baqarah, 2:95]

5 According to the established fiqh principle in Islamic Jurisprudence:

"The lesser of two harmful matters is chosen to repel the greater harm ."
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[Q12] Should Educators Encourage Political D iscussions in the Classroom ?

Som e people turn scheduled academ ic lessons into forum s for political discussions. 

Is this from the guidance of the Salaf?

Answer:

A cadem ic lessons are to be established by explaining the books designated in the 

curriculum . Am ongst those lessons are the m ethodology of the S alaf of inviting to 

A llaah's Religion, as well as the rights of the M uslim  leaders and the obligation 

of obeying them in all perm issible matters. All of these m atters are part of the 

'aqeedah (belief system ) that you study, and to Allaah is the praise.

Any teacher who strays from the syllabus and w astes class time talking about 

som ething else is to be prevented from doing that.

[Q13] Is It Im portant to C onstantly Warn against Shirk?

I heard som e people saying: "W hy is it that an entire lecture or khutbah  [sermon] is 

delivered on the topic of acts of shirk  [polytheism ] com m itted at gravesites. W hat 

is the justification for that w hen it is possible to give a [short] general rem inder 

about that? It is inappropriate to waste a w hole lecture talking about a topic that 

has no real connection to you ." W hat is your opinion about this statem ent?

Answer:

This is m isguidance and disdain for the preaching of towheed  (Islam ic m onotheism ) 

and warning against shirk (polytheism )! How long did the M essenger (may Allaah 

raise his rank and grant him peace) rem ain in M akkah calling to towheed? Did he 

not rem ain there for thirteen years calling to towheed  before he was com m anded to
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offer regular prayers, pay zakaat, fast, and m ake hajj\?

The invitation to towheed  is som ething constant (in Islam ic preaching). Only 

hypocrites and disbelievers would consider it unnecessary or overburdening. We 

ask Allaah, the M ost High, for safety.

It is essential to preach toioheed and warn against shirk, w hether in lectures, 

Friday serm ons, or general rem inders. This is the foundational m atter that all the 

M essengers called to (as a priority).

And we have not sent before you [O M uham m ad] any m essenger, except 

that we gave him  revelation [inform ing him that]: There is no one w orthy of 

w orship other than M e, so w orship M e [alone].

[Soorah al-A nbiyaa', 21:25]

The Prophet (m ay A llaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) said to M u'aath 

w hen he dispatched him to Yemen:

\ o t ' \ f ' o 9 0 ' ' ' 0 ' ' Z>
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"You are going to people w ho already have received a book [of revelation]. 

Let the first thing you invite them  to be the w orship of A llaah [alone]. If they  

already know  about Allaah, inform  them  that A llaah has required them  to pray  

five tim es each and every day."1’

This is because there is no benefit in prayer or any other kind of action perform ed 

along with shirk  (polytheism ), since shirk nullifies all actions. Allaah says:

Collected by al-Bukhaaree in his Saheeh (no.1458).
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And if they com m it shirk  [polytheism ], all they did [of good] w ould

be rendered invalid.

[Soorah al-An'aam , 6:88]

There is no (good) deed that could be of any avail along with polytheism . Thus, 

it is obligatory that there be specific focus on beliefs, that correct beliefs be 

clarified, along w ith an exposition of everything that opposes them, such as acts 

of polytheism  com m itted against Allaah, the M ight and M ajestic. This should be 

explained to both the M uslim s and the non-M uslim s. The M uslim s need to know 

their beliefs, and the non-M uslim s need to understand w hat the religion of Islam 

is.

[Q14] W hen D oes a Traveller Com bine and Shorten His Prayers?

W hen a person travels to Riyadh from a considerable distance (considered to be a 

journey) and stays there for four and a half days, is it allowed for him to com bine 

and shorten his prayers?

Answer:

If a traveller stays som ew here longer than four and a half days, he does not 

com bine or shorten the prayers. This is because w hen a person intends to stay 

in a place this long his journey has ended. However, if he did not intend to stay 

there as a resident, but rather, he only intended to fulfil a certain need, w hile he 

does not know  how long that will take, in this case he com bines his prayers and 

shortens them. This is because he has not intended to rem ain as a resident for any 

considerable am ount of time, and so he rem ains as a traveller.
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[Q15] W hen Can It to Be Said That O ne H as Left Salafiyyah?

W hen is it to be said that a group or an individual has actually left the Salafee 

M anhaj?

Answer:

W hen a person contradicts the Salafee m ethodology, it is to be said about him  that 

he has left it. It could be the case that he has left it intentionally, or it could be that 

he is ignorant, in which case he should have m atters explained to him.

[Q16] Is It A ppropriate to Say C ontem porary Fiqh  Issues Require  

Contem porary Rulings?

There are som e people w ho say the events that are happening today, such as 

dem onstrations, are m odern fiqh  (jurisprudence) issues requiring new  rulings. In 

these issues, we return to the general principles of Islam  and not to the texts (of the 

Qur'an and Sunnah). Is this a correct understanding?

Answer:

There are no general Islam ic principles w ithout texts (establishing them)! They 

could not be Islam ic principles unless they w ere based upon textual evidences. 

Principles that contradict the legislative texts (of the Book and the Sunnah) are 

principles of falsehood, and they are not correct.
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[Q17] D oes Seeking Know ledge N ecessitate That O ne Knows the O riginal 

Source Books of A hlus-Sunnahl

Som e students of know ledge do not know  the original source books of Ahlus- 

Sunnah, such as al-Ebaanah  by Ibn Battah, ash-Sharee'ah of al-Aajurree, and as- 

Sunnah  by al-Khallaal. Is this considered to be a w eak point in seeking know ledge 

(that needs to be corrected)?

Answer:

The first early beliefs that you have referred to (in those books) have been 

sum m arized, explained, and m ade easy to understand, and to Allaah is all praise. 

The books of towheed  and 'aqeedah that the people have today are based on those 

early w orks. They m ake those books easier to understand.

[Q18] W hen Should O ne Say the Istikhaarah  Prayer?

Should a person who has an im portant affair to decide repeat the Istikhaarah 

Prayer? And how would he know  w hich choice is best for him ?

Answer:

If a person is concerned w ith a certain affair w hich is very im portant to him, and he 

is unsure about it, let him  offer the Istikhaarah  Prayer, and let him  call upon Allaah 

w ith the Istikhaarah  supplication. If he thereafter finds h im self leaning tow ards one 

of the two options, he should accept it. If no option appears better than the others, 

he should repeat the Istikhaarah  Prayer and the supplication.
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[Q19] Did Shaykh 'Abdul-'Azeez Ibn Baaz D iscourage People from  N am ing  

Them selves Salafees or A tharees?

Som e people say that Shaykh 'A bdul-'A zeez ibn Baaz (may A llaah have mercy 

upon him ) used to not believe that a person should ascribe or nam e him self with 

the labels, 'Salafee' or 'Atharee.' Is this correct?

Answer:

I did not know  this about him. All of his books encourage the people to follow 

the S ala f and to follow  the narrations and the evidence. He rem ained upon this 

(may Allaah have m ercy upon him ) until he died upon the m ethodology of the 

Salaf, w ith focus and concern for the reports, narrations, H adeeths, and evidences. 

His books are present today, and they show  w hat he was upon. He did not have 

anything against a person nam ing him self with Salafiyyah, so long as the person 

takes the nam e correctly (m eaning that he follow s that) and it is not ju st a mere 

claim.

[Q20] H ow  Should O ne View  the W orks of Shaykh M uham m ad Ibn 'Abdil- 

W ahhaab?

It has been said that the books of Shaykh M uham m ad ibn 'Abdil-W ahhaab (may 

Allaah have m ercy upon him ) cultivate a student to be argum entative, since their 

content includes the style of questions and answ ers (claim s and responses). This 

is not a m anner that purifies a person 's soul, and the proof for that is in how  m ost 

of those who study such books can be described as having bad character, w hilst 

the people of other different sects can be described as having a high standard of 

character. W hat is your opinion (about this claim )?
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This is a horrible reaction for a person to have, as he view s the books of the shaykh 

w ith this kind of gloom y outlook. The books of the shaykh have been the cause 

of guidance for entire nations of people, and to Allaah is all praise. N ations have 

benefited from them! And the people all across the earth today —from the east to 

the w est—continue to benefit from them.

As for this one person who has not benefited from them, it is due to som e defect 

and sickness found w ithin him self. He is sim ilar to som eone w ho cannot stand 

the taste of water or nutrition because of his own illness. He is only talking about 

him self alone.

A n sw e r:

[Q21] Are the Scholars C oncerned w ith the Plight of the M uslim s W orldw ide?

I have noticed that som e of the shaykhs becom e very concerned w hen a crisis 

happens in a place like Syria, for exam ple, but they are not concerned about a 

fam ine in Africa. W hat is the reason for this distinction?

Answer:

I do not believe that is true. A M uslim  is concerned for his brother M uslim s in 

every single place.

[Q22] D oes Falling into M inor Sins Affect Seeking and Im plem enting  

Know ledge?

Som e students of know ledge fall into sins of a lesser degree very often. Is this
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som ething that has an effect on their academ ic lives and in the way that they 

im plem ent their know ledge?

Answer:

Allaah, the M ost High, has opened the door of repentance, and no one is protected 

from error other than the M essengers (may Allaah raise their ranks and grant 

them peace). Each and every person is subject to falling into som e sins and som e 

disobedience. However, it is from  the M ercy of Allaah that He has opened the 

doors of repentance:

Allaah, the M ost High, has said:

And those w ho, upon com m itting som e illicit sin or self-oppression,

rem em ber Allaah and they seek H is forgiveness for their sins. W ho is it that 

forgives sins other than Allaah! And [further] they do not continue and rem ain  

upon w hat they are doing w hile they have know ledge. The recom pense of 

such people will be Forgiveness from  their Lord and gardens under w hich  

rivers flow. They shall abide therein forever. W hat a great rew ard lies in wait 

for those w ho w ork righteousness.

[Soorah Aal 'Em raan: 3:135-136]

And Allaah, the M ighty and M ost High, has said:
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Say: O M y Servants, those w ho have transgressed against them selves [by 

sinning]! Do not give up hope in the M ercy of Allaah. Indeed, Allaah forgives 

all sins. Verily, He is the O ne who is A ll-Forgiving, Ever-M erciful. And repent 

to your Lord and subm it to Him  before the punishm ent com es to you, after 

w hich you will not be aided.

[Soorah az-Zum ar: 53-54]

[Q23] Is There Any Sim ilarity in Seeking Aid from  the G raves and Seeking  

Aid from  a Prophet's Possessions?

Som e of the gravesite fanatics claim  that Ya'qoob (peace be upon him ) sought 

blessings from (his son) Yoosuf's shirt (peace be upon him ), and that he was cured 

(of blindness) through it. How should we respond to this claim?

Answer:

That was one of the m iracles of the prophets that do not take place for anyone else. 

Things that cam e from the Prophet's (M uham m ad) body w ere used as a source of 

blessings, like sweat, a garm ent (he w ore), hair, or saliva. This took place with the 

Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace). This is from the special 

characteristics of the Prophets alone (may Allaah raise their rank and grant them 

peace).

[Q24] H ow D oes One D eterm ine to W hich Country He Pledges Allegiance?

Regarding the im m igrant residents of the Kingdom  of Saudi Arabia and those 

born there, to whom  is their pledge of allegiance given, the leader of Saudi Arabia 

or the leader of their hom e country?
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It is based upon their nationality If they are of Saudi nationality, they are to 

follow  the Saudi governm ent. If they rem ain nationals of their hom e countries, 

they follow the rulings of their hom e countries. They are considered tem porary 

residents in Saudi Arabia only, w hile they are required to follow the law s set up 

there. This is the sam e for every country, so long as it does not include som ething 

that is prohibited for M uslim s to be part of.

A n sw e r:

[Q25] Is a Foreign Student Still Considered a Traveller for the D uration of His 

Studies?

We are a group of students who live in the student dorm itory outside the border 

of Riyadh. Som e of us shorten our prayers and pray in our rooms, keeping away 

from the congregational prayer. This is based on the position of som e scholars 

who allow this for som e students of know ledge.

Answer:

A student of know ledge m ust search for the truth. The truth in this case is that 

the resident who stays a long time for studying or som e other reason is not to 

be considered a traveller. His journey has ended. Based on that, he is to offer 

prayers com pletely, w ithout shortening them, with the congregation in the masjid. 

Furtherm ore, he is to abandon the concessions that have been given by som e of 

the scholars w ithout evidence. Every person shall have som e of his statem ents 

accepted and others rejected, except the M essenger of Allaah (may Allaah raise 

his rank and grant him peace). You are not free of blam e just because so-and- 

so has said such-and-such. That w hich fulfils your duty is (follow ing) w hat the 

M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) said.
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[Q26] Are G roups Such as Ikhw aan al-M uslim een  C onsidered Salafee?

Is it correct that you have said that (the groups) al-Ikhwaan al-M uslimeen, ]amaa'at 

at-Tableegh, and others are considered to be within Salafiyyah?

Answer:

This is a lie and a fabrication. No one is considered from Salafiyyah  except those 

who follow the m ethodology of the Salaf. Those truly upon the m ethodology of 

the S alaf a r e  the Salafees. W hen people are in contradiction to the m ethodology of 

the Salaf, they are not Salafeesl

The M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him peace) said regarding 

the Saved Sect:

((.  j  Alls- U l

"T hey are the ones who are upon w hat I am upon this day and m y Com panions."

So the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him peace) has not left us 

w ithout clarification. He made the distinction betw een the Salafee and the non- 

Salafee clear.

[Q27] Should the Statem ents of the People Be Taken Back to the Scholars for 

Verification?

Is taking the statem ents of those who oppose the truth back to the scholars of the 

Sunnah  to get clarification regarding the correct Islam ic stance on their statem ents
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allow ed? Especially w hen such people tw ist or m isuse the Islam ic texts and their 

statem ents are in opposition to the positions of the scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah.

Is this procedure a kind of im perm issible focus on people's m istakes, or is 

perform ing this kind of action perm issible to protect the Islam ic religion?

Answer:

This is som ething done from the angle of seeking the truth. To com pare the 

statem ents of those who oppose the truth to the Book and the Sunnah  is actually 

an obligation. Allaah, the M ost High, has said:

jiA JW  y » ^ \ \ jS\L^\U

O you who believe! O bey Allaah and obey the M essenger, and also [obey] all 

of those in authority am ongst you. W hen you differ in a m atter, return it back  

to Allaah and His M essenger, if you truly are believers in A llaah and the Last 

Day. That is better and m ore befitting of an outcom e.

[Soorah an-N isaa' 4:59]

The distinguishing factor is not the m ere presence of differing in an issue. Instead, 

the distinguishing factor is to look to w ho has evidence from the Book and the 

Sunnah. W hatever has evidence supporting it is to be accepted, and w hatever 

opposes the evidence is to be left.

[Q28] Is Participating in N on-M uslim s’ System s of Politics from  the Way of the

Salaf!

Is it from the way of the S alaf to  join political parties and enter parliam ents, as we
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see som e political groups claim ing Salafiyyah  these days?

Answer:

Salafiyyah is not just a claim. Salafiyyah includes every person w ho is upon the 

m ethodology of the righteous S alaf in ‘aqeedah  (beliefs), acts of w orship, m anners, 

and behaviour. Anyone who claim s Salafiyyah  yet follow s m ethodologies that are 

in opposition to w hat the S alaf w e r e  upon is not really a Salafee.

[Q29] W hat Is the Ruling on Speaking to O ne's Fiancee and Sending Her 

Letters?

W hat is the ruling on speaking to and sending letters to one's fiance?

Answer:

If there is no fitnah  (tem ptation, trials) involved in that and it is just for reaching a 

general understanding w ith her, there is no harm  in that

[Q30] W hen Is It A ppropriate to Publicize a Preacher's M istake?

Is it from the m ethodology of the S ala f that w hen a preacher errs and opposes the 

m ethodology of the S alaf that his m istake is to be spread in m edia outlets?

Answer:

If he has spread his statem ent to the people, it is obligatory that we spread the 

refutation of him, so that the truth is clarified. However, if his statem ent has not
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spread, he should be advised in private, and that is sufficient.

[Q31] Does a Scholar H ave to Travel to a Certain Place to U nderstand Its 

Realities?

How do we respond to som eone w ho says: The senior scholars do not know  the 

reality (of the West), nor do they know  the situation of the M uslim s in the West. 

Therefore, we should (only) refer to those who have travelled to the W est?7

Answer:

Those who do not know the reality of things are not considered scholars! The 

scholar is the one that know s the reality. He know s the truth from falsehood and 

the difference betw een a m istake and w hat is true and correct.

[Q32] Is the G roup al-Ihkw aan al-M uslim een  upon Salafiyyah?

A verdict of yours has been spread on different w ebsites on the Internet, one 

regarding the group al-Ikhwaan al-M uslim een, that they are from Ahlus-Sunnah wal- 

jam aa'ah. Is this correct?

Answer:

I replied to this and rejected it the first time it cam e up. However, they refuse to 

accept w hat is said against them. I have said that I am  free of the m ethodology of 

al-Ikhwaan al-M uslim een, and I have clarified their m ethodology in the very sam e

7 Due to a misprint in the printed Arabic source of this translation, the wording of this question was 

amended from the original recording (58m:40s).
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reply. However, they do not accept anything that goes against the direction they 

are going in.

[Q33] Is Refuting the People of D esires and Innovation a W aste of Tim e?

Som e people say that refuting the people of desires and innovation is a waste of 

time, and that it fails to benefit the com m on people. Is this correct?

Answer:

The one who said this speech is the one who is lost (in reality). C larifying the truth 

helps people return others back to the truth and w hat is correct. It gathers the 

ummah together upon the truth and w hat is correct. It also warns them  of splitting 

and wasting (their tim e and resources in falsehood). This is a kind of naseehah  

(sincere advice).

[Q34] D oes Criticizing Ideas Also Entail C riticizing Those W ho Have Such 

Ideas?

Is it enough to criticize ideas, or is it also necessary to criticize the individuals who 

hold such opinions?

Answer:

W henever opinions have been criticized, the people who hold those opinions have 

also been criticized (i.e. the distinction is not valid), unless they did not intend to 

say those things.
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»

[Q35] How Should O ne Test A nother's U nderstanding of the Religion?

There are som e students of know ledge w ho test other students by asking them 

about their stance on so-and-so and so-and-so, certain preachers. They say: W hat 

is your opinion on so-and-so? W hat is your stance on so-and-so? Is this the correct 

way?

W hat is obligatory is that people are tested with the M essenger of Allaah (may 

Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace). It is to be said: W ho is it that you 

follow ? Do you follow the M essenger of Allaah (may Allaah raise his rank and 

grant him  peace)? Or do you follow others? W hoever follow s som eone else is 

astray, and w hoever follow s the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant 

him  peace) is rightly guided.

Allaah, the M ost High- said:

Everyone other than the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him 

peace) is subject to error, and he is only to be follow ed (or taken as an exam ple) 

when he is in correspondence w ith the truth.

Answer:

And if you obey him , you shall be rightly guided

[Soorah An-N oor, 24:54]
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[Q36] H ow M ust the M uslim  View  Events W hich Encourage the Youth to Get 

Involved in Political Turm oil?

A few days ago there was a gathering called "C ultivating the Youth" and it 

was overseen (supervised) by som e people who ascribe to the (Salafee) da'umh. 

However, it included teaching the young m en and w om en to get involved in 

political turm oil. W hat is the correct M uslim  stance on such an event?

Answer:

That event was cancelled, and to Allaah is the praise. It was refuted, its falsehood 

was clarified, and the points of criticism  against it w ere clarified. It becam e 

apparent to the people, and the (reality of the) event was publicly exposed, and to 

Allaah is the praise.

[Q37] Is It Perm issible to Use Im personation in O rder to call to A llaah?

W hat is the ruling on im itating the voices of som e of the M uslim  brothers from 

Egypt, Syria and Sudan for the sake of adm onishing the people and having a 

variety in the way you adm onish people (i.e. having fun)?

Answer:

Calling to the way of Allaah is not done by im itating voices; rather it is done by 

the Book and the Sunnah, establishing evidence-based argum ents that show  the 

truth and how falsehood opposes it. It is not (accom plished) by im itating voices.
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[Q38] W hat A ctions are Considered A postasy in the Religion?

Som e preachers say that the legislated punishm ent for apostasy is a political 

matter w hich has no place today. They say: It is allow ed for a person to object to 

(the teachings of) the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) 

and even to object to (the rulings of) Allaah H im self, the M ighty and M ajestic. 

W hat is the ruling on this statem ent, and is it considered apostasy?

Answer:

W ithout doubt! There is no apostasy m ore heinous than m ockery of Allaah, His 

M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace), and the rulings in 

Islam. There is no form of apostasy beyond this; it is the m ost severe of all forms 

of apostasy.

[Q39] Does the Hadeeth  A bout O beying the M uslim  Leader Pertain O nly to a 

Righteous Leader?

Regarding the Hadeeth:

' % ' ' o ' > 0
((. dJllU j> lj s-p j-*9 0\j. . . ))

“[Obey the M uslim  leader] Even if your back is beaten and your m oney is 

taken.""

Som e have explained it to refer exclusively to a righteous leader (i.e. it does not 

apply to a sinful leader). Should the people be advised to listen to the cassettes of 

such a person and to get his books, or should they be warned against that?

8 Collected by Muslim in his Saheeh (no. 1847). A problem in the chain pointed out by some of the early 

Hadeeth critics is compensated for by Ibn Hibbaan's supporting narration in his Saheeh (no. 4562 of

Tarteeb ibn Bulbaan). In brief, the hadeeth is authentic.
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A righteous leader does not beat people, nor does he take their m oney (unjustly)! 

This (Hadeeth) is about the M uslim leader who is oppressive and transgressive. He 

is to be heard and obeyed, despite his oppressive behaviour, for the sake of unity 

and shunning (political) chaos and bloodshed, which (com m only) takes place 

with rebellion.

[Q40] Is the N arration W here 'U m ar A ccused Aboo Sufyaan of Stealing  

Authentic?

I have heard som e people m ention a narration they attribute to Kanz al-'U m m aal 

and they say that it is authentic. It is that 'U m ar said to Aboo Sufyaan: "Your son 

steals in Shaam,"' and you are stealing here!" After researching I was unable to find 

this story in Kanz al-'U m m aal. W hat is the ruling (on it)?

Answer:

This narration is in Kanz ash-Shee’ah (lit. The Treasure o f  the Shiite), and may Allaah 

honour the Leader of the Believers (the Caliph) M u'aaw iyah (may Allaah be 

pleased w ith him ). May Allaah cause the sin of this statem ent and its punishable 

burden to be upon the one w ho invented it.

A n sw e r:

“ Kanz al-'Ummaal fe e  Suiiaii al-Aqivaal wal-Af'aal (lit. The Workers' Treasure: Sunnahs o f  Statements and 

Actions): An encyclopedia of hadeeth compiled by 'Alee ibn 'Abdil-Malik al-Muttaqee (d.975), with 

brief references to the sources of each entry. It is a topical re-organization of the hadeeths compiled in 

as-Suyootee's alphabetical indexes, al-]aami' al-Kabeer and al-jaami' as-Sagheer. It has been printed in 

sixteen volumes.

10 Shaam: Modern-day Syria and the surrounding area.
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[Q41] How Can O ne D eterm ine W ho Is an Innovator W ithout Falling into  

Error?

Recently we have been hearing a principle repeated often by som e students of 

know ledge: That if you do not consider a certain person (specifically) to be an 

innovator, then you are mutamayyi' (a person w ho m ixes things together carelessly) 

in m ethodology. They warn against their brothers w ho do not do likewise.

Answer:

We do not consider anyone to be an innovator other than som eone w ho does 

an innovation intentionally, w hether he has been specified as an individual or 

not. However, som eone who falls into innovation due to his ignorance, thinking 

it to be som ething correct, is to have the Sunnah  explained to him. This is the 

m ethodology of the righteous Salaf.

[Q42] H ow  Do We Reconcile betw een the Prophet's Prohibition of Im itating  

W om en and That He W ore 'A a'ishah's Clothes to Sleep?

How do we reconcile betw een the Prophet's prohibition (may A llaah raise his 

rank and grant him  peace) of im itating w om en and that he slept in a bed wearing 

one of 'A a'ishah's garm ents?

Answer:

That was only bundling up with available garm ents to keep warm. It is not like 

when a person dresses in w om en's clothes, im itating w om en in their m anner of 

dress.
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[Q43] W hat Is the Difference betw een Prophet M oosaa A sking to See Allaah  

and the Jew s D oing the Same?

Regarding the Verse:

Show  us Allaah out in the open [clearly].

[Soorah an-N isaa', 4:153]

W hen the Jew s asked to see Allaah, they were overtaken by an unbearably loud 

sound because of this w rongful behaviour. However, when M oosaa (Moses) 

asked for that, it was not considered an act of w rongdoing. W hat is the difference 

betw een the two cases?

Answer:

The Jew s said this in an argum ent used to challenge M oosaa (may A llaah's peace 

be upon him) because they did not believe. On the other hand, M oosaa requested 

it out of pure love for Allaah, the M ighty and M ajestic, rooted in true belief in 

Him, along with an honest inclination (to see Allaah). There is a clear difference 

betw een the two cases.

[Q44] Can O ne Pray in a M asjid  w ith a Grave in the Back of It?

W hat is the ruling on praying in a m asjid  that has a grave in the back of it? 

Answer:

It is not perm issible to offer prayer in a masjid  that has a grave in it or is connected 

to a grave, having no space, a market, or a street, betw een it and the grave. It is not
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allowed to pray in such a m asjid  built upon a grave, no m atter w hat direction the 

grave is in, w hether the grave is in the cjiblah direction, or at the back or at any of 

the sides of the masjid. W henever a grave is found connected to a masjid  from any 

direction, such a masjid  is not to be prayed in.

[Q45] Is It Perm issible to Take K now ledge from  Preachers W ho Publicize the 

M istakes of the M uslim  Ruler?

Regarding preachers who openly spread the m istakes of the (M uslim ) ruler, those 

who announce them to the people, is it advisable for the com m on people to listen 

to their cassettes and read their books?

Answer:

Cassettes that have m isguidance in them, leading people astray and spreading 

fitn ah  are not perm issible to prom ote. It is an obligation to destroy them  because 

they spread fitn ah  and evil. The people connected to those cassettes are callers to 

fitn ah  and m isguidance.

[Q46] Are the Soofees All upon O ne Level of M isguidance?

Are the Soofees all upon one level of m isguidance?

Answer:

The Soofees are all astray, every last one of them. However, they are not all upon the 

sam e level of m isguidance. Som e of them, their practice of Soofism  is light; som e 

are just people who strive in certain acts of w orship, like the early Soofees such as
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Fudhayl, Ibraheem  ibn Adham , and Bishr al-H aafee. These are people who had 

tasawwuf; how ever they were dedicated w orshippers, and they w ere upon sound 

'aqeedah and m ethodology. They would hold to the Book and the Sunnah. They 

were m erely devoted to acts of w orship and abstinence from w orldly matters. 

Their tasaw w uf was lighter in com parison (to that of the Soofees of today).

After them, the idea of being a Soofee transform ed and reached a point w here 

people would hold to " wuhdat al-ivujood," the kind of tasaw w uf w hen people say, 

"Allaah is actually the entire creation Him self; there is no distinction to be made 

betw een the Creator and the creation. This is like w hat was held by Ibn 'Arabee. 

This is the greatest form of m isguidance. The scholars have said that Ibn 'Arabee 

is the m ost severe of all disbelievers on earth — and refuge with Allaah is sought. 

Through this it can be understood that tasaw w uf is not one type.

[Q47] Does the Im aam  Need Perm ission from  the M uslim  Authorities to 

Supplicate with Q unoot in Congregational Prayer?

Is it required for an imaam  to supplicate (for people or against people) with qunoot 

in (congregational) prayer to get the perm ission of the M uslim  authorities? If so, 

w hat is the proof?

Answer:

Yes (it is required) because the Com panions did not perform  qunoot until the 

M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) perform ed qunoot. The 

M essenger was the leader, the one who would give verdicts and the authoritative 

judge.
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[Q48] Is the Term 'S a la f  a N ew ly-Invented W ord?

Som e people say that the term ‘S a la f was not used by the early generations 

them selves, so it is a new term. W hat is the response?

Answer:

This person has not understood the intended m eaning of the word ‘Salaf.’ Is it not 

found in the Qur'an?

^ X c\

The first early ones from  the M uhaajireen  [The em igrants who left M akkah] 

and the A nsaar  [who hosted them  in M adeenah] and those w ho followed them  

w ith ihsaan  [proficiency and com pleteness].

[Soorah at-Tawbah, 9:100]

Those were the righteous Salaf. The righteous kh a la f (later generations), are the 

ones who say:

O ur Lord, forgive us and our brothers w ho have preceded us in faith, and do 

not allow  there to be any rancour in our hearts for those w ho have believed.

[Soorah al-H ashr, 59:10]

[Q49] Should the M uslim s Attend the Lessons of Preachers W ho Do N ot Focus 

on Toiuheed  or 'Aqeedah?

Som e preachers focus heavily on (adm onishing people about) sins and staying
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away from them and im proving our character; however, they do not have any 

focus on towheed  or 'aqeedah. Should we attend their lessons?

Answer:

Attend the lessons of the scholars of towheed  and the teachers of 'aqeedah, those who 

are upon the m ethodology of the Salaf. Do not attend the lessons of the preachers 

of hizbiyyah  (partisanship) who are not concerned with towheed.

[Q50] Is the H adeeth  about Allaah D escending to the Low est H eaven in the 

Last Part of the N ight Authentic?

W hat is your position regarding the Hadeeth  of Allaah, the Exalted and M ost High, 

descending in the last part of the night to the low est heaven?

Answer:

This is an overw helm ingly w ide-spread Hadeeth  (i.e. unanim ously accepted):

«. J 4JUI ki-L" L-ijJl frU-jJl aJLJ Ujj J ja j  #

"O u r Lord, the Blessed and M ost H igh, descends every night to the low est 

heaven when there rem ains the last third of the n ig h t." '1

D escending is from the Attributes of Allaah, from His Actions that are done at 

chosen times. He descends in a way that is befitting to His M ajesty, and He is 

Glorified and M ost High.

We do not begin questioning about how that (descending) takes place. We do not

11 Refer to al-Bukhaaree (no. 1145, 7494) and Muslim (no. 758) in their Saheeh compilations, from the 

report of Aboo Hurayrah.
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ask about how He descends. Rather, we sim ply affirm  that He descends, as Allaah 

and His M essenger have told us, and then we do not enter any discussion about 

how that takes place.'2

This is the (correct) m ethodology as it relates to all of the rem aining N am es and 

Attributes as well. We affirm them as A llaah 's true Attributes, and then we do not 

enter into discussions about how  they actually take place, because the specific 

details are not know n to other than Allaah, the Glorified and M ost High.

[Q51] W hat Are the G uidelines for M aking Ta'iveel of the Islam ic Texts 

Properly?

W hat are the guidelines for m aking ta'weel of the Islam ic texts properly?

Answer:

The real ta'weel is actually tafseer (explaining the texts according to their intended 

m eanings). The word ta'iveel is used to refer to tafseer. It m ay also refer to the 

future outcom e of som ething, w hich is only know n to Allaah.

The scholars and the ancient tafseer specialists, like Ibn Jareer (at-Tabaree) and 

others, know  tafseer. They used the word 'ta'weel' to refer to tafseer, saying: 

"R egarding w hat has been said about the ta'iveel of the Statem ent of Allaah (such- 

and-such)" intending the explanation of the Verse. So ta'iveel is a synonym ous 

term for tafseer (explanation), and it is som ething know n to the scholars.

However, ta'iveel w hich m eans the reality of som ething and w hat it becom es in 

the future is som ething unknow n except to Allaah, the Glorified and M ost High.

12 For a detailed study on this topic please see Exemplary Principles Concerning the Beautiful Names and 

Attributes o f  Allaah, available from TROID Publications (troid.ca/store).
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According to later scholars, ta'weel is to consider a phrase to carry a m eaning other 

than the m ost apparent one, based on som e accom panying evidence.

[Q52] Is the Hadeeth  A bout the Ummah Splitting into Sects Authentic?

1 have heard som e people saying that the Hadeeth  of splitting (into seventy-three 

sects) is not authentic. [Is that true?]

Answer:

The Hadeeth by way of its num erous routes is authentic. The scholars have classified 

it as authentic and they use it as a proof.

[Q53] W hat Is Your Stance on the Belief that Allaah Is in Every Place?

The belief that Allaah is in every place has spread in our land. W hat is our stance 

on that?

Answer:

This is the position of the disbelieving Hitloolii/yah and It-tihaadiyyah  (cults). This 

is the m ost severe math-hab of d isbelief—and refuge with Allaah is sought. Allaah 

is above His heavens, up high above His creation. He has ascended above His 

Throne, as the texts prove. He is up high. This is w hat we affirm for Allaah, and we 

believe it as an 'aqeedah . We w orship Allaah with it, and we believe in it.

The one w ho says that Allaah is in every place is a disbeliever. That is because 

he does not exalt Allaah above being in places of filth, places w here one relieve 

oneself, bathroom s, etc. We ask Allaah for safety.
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#

[Q54] Is the Term 'Matihaj' a N ew ly-Invented Term That H as No Place in 

Islam ?

I have heard som eone say that the w ord ‘m anhaj 'is  a new ly-invented term, a 

m odern word. As a result, it is not proper to use it (as an im portant term  in Islam).

Answer:

Allaah, the M ost High, has said:

And for each and every one of them  We have m ade a legislation  

and a m inhaaj [m ethodology]

[Soorah al-M aa'idah, 5:48]

M anhaj and minhaaj (another A rabic w ord m eaning m ethodology) have the same 

meaning.

[Q55] W hat is the M eaning of " I’tazaa"?

Shaykh al-Islaam  (Ibn Taym iyyah) (may A llaah have M ercy on him ) said, as found 

in his fatw aa  collection:

"There is no blam e on som eone w ho openly professes [to follow] the way of the 

Salaf, ascribing to it, doing “i ’tazaa" to it ."13

13 Majmoo' al-Fatantvna (4/149).

♦
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W hat is the m eaning of his saying “i'tazaa"?

Answer:

"l'tazaa" means: to ascribe to it. In this (quote) is a refutation of all those who 

have a problem  with the m ethodology of the Salaf, those who have a problem  

with those who ascribe to it. They say: "T he S alaf are just another sect." This is a 

statem ent of falsehood, since the S alaf a r e  the foundation (i.e. the original group of 

M uslim s), and all others are the different sects.

[Q56] How Do We Reconcile betw een A llaah's Prohibition of A ddressing the 

Prophet Inform ally and Jibreel A ddressing Him  Casually?

How do we reconcile betw een the follow ing two matters, the Statem ent of Allaah 

the M ost High:

r
Do not m ake the way you call out to the M essenger am ongst yourselves 

like the way you call out to each other.

[Soorah an-N oor, 24:63]

And there is a Hadeeth w here it was said: "O  M uham m ad! Tell me about Islam ." 

Answer:

jibreel did not raise his voice at the M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant 

him  peace). W hat is prohibited in that Verse is the raising of the voice. Allaah says:
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O you w ho believe! Do not raise your voices above the voice of the Prophet, 

and do not speak rashly or loudly as you do am ongst yourselves.

[Soorah al-H ujuraat, 49:2]

And He has said:

v
Do not m ake the w ay you call out to the M essenger am ongst yourselves 

like the w ay you call out to each other.

[Soorah an-N oor, 24:63]

The m eaning is: Do not speak loudly and raise your voice above the M essenger 

(may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) w hether he is alive or dead in his 

grave. The M essenger (may Allaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) m ust be 

respected.

[Q57] Is It Perm issible to H ave Any Type of M arkings On G raves or the Walls 

of G raveyards?

W hat is the ruling on writing som e letters and codes on som e of the w alls of the 

graveyards, ju st as references to the specific people buried there (i.e. the locations 

of their graves)?

Answer:

It is not allowed to write on graves, nor on the w alls surrounding them. That is 

because the M essenger (may A llaah raise his rank and grant him  peace) forbade 

writing on graves and decorating them w ith plaster. He forbade every single thing
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that would lead to excessive behaviour regarding a specific dead person.

Furtherm ore, it is not allowed to w alk on top of the graves, nor to sit on them  or 

to do anything that show s disrespect to them. It is also not allow ed to build any 

kind of raised m arkers over the gravesites. No excessive behaviour is ever allowed 

at gravesites.

[Q58] Is It Perm issible to D istribute W ater at G ravesites?

W hat is the ruling on distributing large am ounts of drinking water at gravesites, 

especially on sum m er days (when it is hot)?

Answer:

This is a som ething that opens a door (to som ething else). We fear that this could 

escalate until, perhaps after that, food and charity would also be distributed there. 

This door should not be opened.

A nyone w ho gets thirsty can sim ply leave and go and drink w ater in his house or 

from the (shops in the) street, and to Allaah is the praise. Alternatively, he could 

take a bottle of water w ith him and drink it w henever he needs it.

[Q59] Is It Perm issible to Look up to the Sky W hile Calling upon A llaah?

Is it allowed to call upon Allaah, the M ighty and M ajestic, w hile one looks up into 

the sky?
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A person raises his hands up to Allaah, the M ighty and M ost High. There is 

nothing preventing him  from looking up to the sky in other than (form al) prayers. 

However, in prayer it is not allow ed for a person to look up to the sk y .14

A n sw e r:

[Q60] W hat Is the Ruling on O ffering Jum u'ah  Prayer in N on-M uslim  

Countries?

W hat is the ruling on jumu'ah Prayer in non-M uslim  countries?

Answer:

If there are M uslim  groups or centres established there which set up jumu'ah 

Prayer, it should be offered along w ith them.

[Q61] Are Qur'an Com petitions a Blam ew orthy Innovation?

There are som e people who say that com petitions for the sake of m em orizing the 

N oble Qur'an are a kind of (blam ew orthy) innovation.

14 Narrated by Jaabir ibn Samurah (may Allaah be pleased with him): The Messenger of Allaah (may 

Allaah raise his rank and grant him peace) said:

(i! jilajJd ji dJJi jf- ^  *U~Jl j ^ l y l  J b U»

"What is wrong with people who look up into the sky during their prayers?! They must stop that, or 

their eyesight will be taken from them!"

This was collected by al-Bukhaaree (no.750) and Muslim (no.458) in their authentic hadeeth compilations.
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This is not a kind of (blam ew orthy) innovation; rather, it is a kind of encouragem ent 

to do good. Ibn al-Q ayyim  said it is a kind of jihaad  in the Way of Allaah. Seeking 

know ledge and m em orizing the Qur'an and teaching it is a kind of jihaad  in the 

Way of Allaah. Thus, it is allowed to accept prizes based on it.

A n sw e r:

[Q62] H ow  D oes One Straighten the Row s for the Prayer?

As it relates to straightening the row s (for prayer), is it the Sunnah to join shoulders 

together, or toes, or all of that?

Answer:

The Sunnah, as it relates to straightening the rows, is to line up the shoulders and 

the ankles. People have feet of different lengths, so it is not possible to m ake the 

toes line up in a straight line.

[Q63] Is There a Difference betw een A hlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah, Ahltil- 

H adeeth  and the Salafees?

Is there any difference betw een (groups called) A hlus-Sunnah w al-Jam aa’ah, Ahlul- 

Hadeeth, and the Salafees?

Answer:

Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa'ah are the people of Hadeeth  them selves. They are the ones 

who act in accordance to the Hadeeth and follow it.
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A hlul-H adeeth

A hlus-Sunnah

Al-Ikhw aan-al-

M uslim oon

Allaah

Ansaar

'aqeedah

atharee

Glossary of Arabic Terms

Lit. The People of H adeeth ; synonym  

J-®' for A hlus-Sunnah. See: Ahlus-Sunnah.

Lit. The People of the Sunnah; those 

w ho hold to the way of the Prophet 

j .  n M uham m ad (may Allaah raise his

rank and grant him  peace). See Ahlus- 

Sunnah, Jamaa'ah.

A  deviant sect, "the M uslim 

Brotherhood," w hich overem phasizes 

Oj-o-L.-Al p d ^ ics  and dow nplays the im portance

of basic M uslim  beliefs.

The nam e of the Creator of the 

^1 universe, the only One who deserves

all form s of w orship.

A high-ranking group of Com panions, 

the residents of M adeenah who 

jL f l jl  received the M uhaajireen  from M akkah

and hosted them  as their brothers. See

M uhaajireen.

aJ Belief system .

Som eone from Ahlus-Sunnah  who 

follow s the athar, or hadeeth. See Ahlus- 

Sunnah.
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eem aan

fatwaa

fiqh

fitnah

hadeeth

hajj

H anbalee M ath-hab

H ulooliyyah

i'tazaa

JU I
Faith and its fruits, or belief and action 

in accordance to it.

Religious edict clarifying the ruling on 

a specific action.

Lit. Understanding. As an Islam ic 

science it refers to the study of the 

rulings on things and the evidence 

used to derive those rulings.

Trial, tribulation, calam ity.

[1] A narration from the Prophet (may 

Allaah raise his rank and grant him 

peace). [2] Som etim es it may refer to 

reports of the Com panions or other 

historically significant people.

Pilgrim age to the Ka'bali in M akkah 

during the 12th m onth of the Islam ic 

calendar, Thul-H ijjah. It includes a 

series of rituals taking place over six 

days.

The school of thought based on the 

I -.Li , a, m  teachings of Ahm ad ibn Hanbal (d. 

241).

A deviant sect w hich believes that 

j j  A llaah has m anifested H im self w ithin 

the created realm.

i j y r A T °  ascribe to som ething with honour.
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ihsaan

Ikhwaan

Ikhwaanees

imaam

istikhaarah

It-tihaadiyyah

Jam aa'ah

Jam aa'at at- 

Tableegh

,-_y\ Proficiency and com pleteness.

An abbreviated reference to the 

deviant sect, al-lkhw aan al-M uslim oon. 

See Al-lkhwaan al-M uslimoon.

An abbreviated reference to the 

deviant sect, al-lkhw aan al-M uslim oon. 

See A l-lkhw aan al-M uslimoon.

A  leader of the congregational prayer. 

It could also be used to refer to a 

leading scholar.

A prayer m ade to seek blessings from 

Allaah for a decision made.

A deviant sect w hich believes that 

there is no distinction betw een Allaah 

and His creation, so everything is 

Allaah, and Allaah is everything.

[1] "T he Jamaa'ah" refers to the main 

body of the M uslim s w ho are upon 

the Truth, even if they are sm all in 

-Af. i num ber. [2] "Jamaa'ah” (indefinite) 

may be used as a prefix in the nam e of 

a deviant group as well, like "Jamaa'at 

at-Tableegh." See Jamaa'at at-Tableegh.

A deviant sect with origins in grave 

^  1 -u ^ w orship and fanaticism  regarding 

saints.
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jihaad

Jum u'ah

khalaf

khutbah

M adeenah

The Islam ic system  of com bat by an 

established governm ental m ilitary 

system . N ot to be confused with 

terrorist groups and their oppressive 

attacks on societies.

[1] The A rabic nam e for Friday. [2] The 

-im ^  m id-day prayer and serm on held on 

that day.

Later generations, those who do not 

hold the status of the early ones (the 

Salaf). See Salaf.

[1] Any serm on. [2] The serm on 

■j u^. delivered specifically during the 

Friday m id-day prayers.

A city in the Arabian peninsula which 

becam e the central location for the 

Islam ic state early in Islam. Its central 

feature is the sacred masjid  of the 

Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank 

and grant him peace).

M akkah

A city in the Arabian peninsula where 

the Prophet M uham m ad (may Allaah 

raise his rank and grant him peace) 

Zgj, began calling to Islam. Its central 

feature is the K a’bah, the first house 

built for the w orship of Allaah on 

earth.

manhaj M ethodology, practical approach.
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m asjid

m ath-hab

minhaaj

M uhaajireen

m utaw aatir

qiblah

Q unoot

Q u'ran

saheeh

salaf

Lit. A place of prostration; a mosque.

School of ficjh, or a set of teachings 

a,.!,, based on the teachings of a great 

imaam. See fiqh , imaam.

_  i g . A Synonym  for manhaj. See manhaj.

Lit. Em igrants; those who left M akkah 

and em igrated to M adeenah w ith the 

Prophet (may Allaah raise his rank 

and grant him peace).

A grading of Hadeeth which m eans it 

has com e from an overw helm ingly 

large num ber of sources, and thus is 

unquestionably authentic.

U i
The direction M uslim s offer their 

prayers, i.e. the Ka'bah in M akkah.

A special supplication m ade in formal 

prayer.

The Book of Allaah, His Speech, 

jT y jJI w hether w ritten in mus-hafs, recited 

orally, or m em orized.

[1] Authentic, correct [2] An authentic 

. .  „ collection of hadeeth, like Saheeh al- 

Bukhaaree.

Predecessors, those who cam e before 

you.
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salafee

Salafiyyah

Shaafi'ee M ath-hab

Shaam

shirk

Soorah

Soofee

Sunnah

ta'as-sub

O ne who follow s the way of the early 

J M uslim s.

Islam as understood and practiced 

properly, according to the 

understanding of the C om panions 

and early imaams.

The school of thought based on the 

^ .» i =■ i i . teachings of M uham m ad ibn Idrees

ash-Shaafi'ee (d. 204 H).

^ U Jl M odern-day Syria and Jordan.

Polytheism ; w orshipping others 

beside Allaah.

A collection of Q ur'anic verses; a 

"chap ter" of the Qur'an.

[1] A deviant who goes overboard in 

acts of w orship, neglecting essential 

lim its in Islam . [2] An ascetic (when 

used by som e early scholars), not 

necessarily deviant.

The way of the Prophet (may Allaah 

raise his rank and grant him  peace), 

based on his sayings, actions, and 

approvals.

2 Bigoted partisanship (blam eworthy).
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ta'w eel

Tableegh

Tableeghees

tafseer

tam as-suk

tasaw w uf

towheed

um m ah

W uhdat al-w ujood

[1] An explanation of som ething 

based on other than the m ost apparent

J j  jfo  m eaning (when used by later scholars).

[2] Explanation; synonym  of tafseer. 

See tafseer.

An abbreviated reference to the 

- deviant sect, jamaa'at at-Tableegh. See 

jamaa'at at-Tableegh.

Follow ers of the deviant sect, jamaa'at 

at-Tableegh. See jam aa ’at at-Tableegh.

[1] Explanation of a Q ur'anic passage.

[2] The science that deals with 

explaining Q ur'anic passages.

Tenacious adherence (usually 

praisew orthy).

[1] Acts perform ed by Soofees, usually 

related to gravesite fanaticism . [2] Acts 

perform ed by ascetics (used by some 

early scholars).

\ The O neness of Allaah.

A nation of followers.

A deviant belief held by the It- 

tihaadiyyah, that all things are 

essen(.ja ijy  Allaah, and Allaah is all 

things.
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zakaat

The tax system  in Islam ; an am ount of 

a lS j m oney due on certain kinds of wealth 

after a certain time period elapses.

Glossary of Arabic Terms
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