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In the name of Allah, the Most-Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy

Indeed, all praise is due to Allah. We praise Him, seek His aid and
His forgiveness. We seek refuge in Allah, from the evil within
ourselves and the evil effects of our actions. Whoever is guided
cannot be led astray and whoever is misguided, then there can be
no one to guide him. I bear witness that there is nothing worthy of
worship except for Allah who is without partner or equal; and I bear

..a/,

witness that Muhammad (JG4fesdeifle) is His servant and
Messenger.

As to what follows:

Then this lecture is about: “Steadfastness upon the Salafi
Methodology.” I have prepared it to consist of the following

comp onents:

e The definition of steadfastness

o The angels make the believers steadfast

o The heart is the source of steadfastness & change

e The importance of steadfastness as it relates to the religion
and seeking knowledge of it

e The ways to remain steadfast

o Steadfastness upon the Salafi methodology is from the
characteristics of Akl as-Sunnah and Ahl al-Hadith



e The believer is commanded with patience and to believe

that success and the final outcome is for righteousness

(taqwd)



The Definition of Steadfastness

Steadfastness (arh-thabat) in the Arabic language comes from a three
letter root (tha-ba'-1a’) which contains a meaning that refers to a
single idea which is the continuation of something, as Ibn Faris
mentions in Mu'jam Maqayis al-Lughah. The meaning of
steadfastness (ath-thabar) and empowerment (fathbif) within an
Islamic context is the continual uprightness of a Muslim upon
guidance in the face of the temptations of lusts and desires. This is

essentially patience.

The term methodology (Manhaj) is the path travelled by the Muslim
and it is the straight path as Allah, the Blessed and Exalted says:
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“Say: This is my way; I invite unto Allah with
insight; myself and those who follow me. And
glorified is Allah; and I am not from those who direct
worship to other than Him.” [Siirah Yiisuf 12:108]



The Angels make the Believers Steadfast

The angels make the believers steadfast as Allah, the Exalted says:
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“Indeed, those who said: ‘Our Lord is Allak’ and then
remained resolute; the angels will descend upon
them [saving]: ‘Do not fear and do not worry but
receive glad tidings of Paradise, which you were
promised.” [Siirah Fussilat 41:30]



The Heart is the Place of Steadfastness and
Change

The source of empowerment is the heart and it is a place where
fluctuation occurs. At-Tirmidhi (2140) and Ibn Majah (3834) have
reported a narration from Anas that At-Tirmidhi has declared sound

(hasan) wherein Anas said that the Messenger of Allah (la4iesseife)
would often say:

« s e @.e g,:u g}iﬁ\ cligy

“O turner of hearts, make my heart firm upon your
religion.”

So I said (Anas): “O Messenger of Allah (Jussieseife),
we have believed in you and what you brought. So do
you still fear for us?” He said: “Yes, indeed the hearts are
between two fingers of the fingers of Allah; He changes
them as He wills.”

And in the heart is the influence of an angel and a devil. At-Tirmidhi
(2988) has reported a narration from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas'id wherein
he said: The Messenger of Allah (Jusgiessdesf) said:

“Indeed the Shaitan has an influence on the son of Adam
just as the angel also has an influence. As for the
influence of the Shaitan, then it is by threatening evil
and rejecting the truth. As for the influence of the angel,
then it is his promise of good and believing in the truth.
Whoever finds this should know that it is from Allah so

8



he should praise Allah. Whoever finds other than this
should seek refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaitan
and then recite: ‘The Shaitan threatens you with poverty
and commands you with transgression. And Allah
promises you forgiveness and His favor; and Allah is
All-Encompassing and Ever-Knowledgable.” [Siirah al-
Bagarah 2:268]

The heart is exposed to trials as it has come in the narration of
Muslim (144) which has been transmitted upon the authority of
Rabi' from Hudhaifah who said:

“We were present with ‘Umar when he said: “Which of
you have heard the Messenger of Allah (Jusgiside)
mention the trials?” A group of people said: “We have
heard it.” Then he said: ‘Perhaps you mean the trial of a
man concerning his wife and his neighbor?’ They said:
‘Yes.” He replied: “Those things can be expiated by
means of the prayer, fasting and charity. But who
among you heard the Prophet (Jugigskiflz) mention
the trials that will come like waves in the sea?” Hudhaifah
said: “The people became silent so I said: I did” He
[Umar] said: ‘You, may Allah bless your father!
Hudhaifah said: ‘I heard the Messenger of Allah
(Js4sskille) say: “The people's hearts will be exposed
to trials like the fibers of a reed mat, one by one. So any
heart that absorbs them will receive a black spot, and
any heart that rejects them will receive a white spot,
until there will be two types of hearts. The white one
will be white like a smooth stone and will not be
harmed by any trial or tribulation so long as heaven and
earth endure. The other heart will be black and gloomy
like an overturned pitcher with a hole in it. It will not

9



recognize goodness or reject evil except according to
what suits its own whims and desires.” Hudhaifah said:
‘I told him (‘Urmar) that between you and that trial is a
closed door that is nearly broken.” ‘Umar said: “Would it
really be broken, may you be deprived of your father?
And if it were to be opened, perhaps it can be closed
again?’ I said (Hudhaifah): ‘No, rather it will be broken.’
And I told him: “That door is a man who will be killed
or will die. This is a narration in which there are no
mistakes.”

The term aswad murbad means extreme whiteness on something
black. The term al-kuniiz mujakhkhiyan means overturned.

Thus, the heart is the source of fluctuation just as it is influenced by
angels and devils and subjected to trials.
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The Importance of Steadfastness upon the
Religion and Pursuing it and the Muslim's need
for it

Steadfastness upon the religion is from the advice of the prophets as
Allah, the Exalted says:

“And Abraham advised his sons as did Jacob,
[saying]: ‘O my sons, indeed Allah has chosen for
you this religion, so do not die except while you are
Muslims.” [Siirah al-Baqarah 2:132]

It is the guidance of the straight path that Allah has taught us to ask
Him for in our supplications and prayers, as the Messenger
(asdissdfe) said:
H o . 4, ' . - -
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“There is no prayer for the one who doesn't recite the
opening of the Book (i.e. Sitrah al-Fatihah).”

In Siirah al-Fatihah we recite:
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“Guide us to the straight path.” [Sirah al-Fatihah
1:6-7]

Guidance is of three types:

1- The guidance of advice, instruction and direction.
2- The guidance of success and the acceptance of the truth.
3- The guidance of success and steadfastness upon the truth.

The praying person whenever he stands for prayer is in need of all
of these forms of guidance. Ibn Taymiyyah (&fizs) said:

“For this reason, the most beneficial, the greatest and the most
comprehensive supplication is:
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“Guide us to the straight path. The path of those
whom You have favored with Your blessings. Not
(the path) of those who have brought about (Your)
anger nor those who were led astray.” [Siirah al-
Fatihah 1:6-7]
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Since if He guides someone to this path and assists him to remain
obedient and abandon disobedience, then this person will not

experience evil in the worldly life or in the hereafter.

However, sins are from the things that the human soul is prone to
commit and thus they are in need of guidance at every moment,
and people are in more need of guidance than eating and drinking,

Not as some of the people of Quranic exegesis (tafsir) say that He
has already guided him so why should he continue to ask for
guidance? Rather, what is meant by asking for guidance is
steadfastness and additional guidance. In fact, the servant is in need
of his Lord's instruction as it relates to the more detailed aspects of
his life and whatever relates to this from the specific occurrences of
every day. [Similarly, the servant] needs to be inspired in order to
carry this out.

So it is not sufficient for him to merely have knowledge if Allah has
not made him someone who seeks to work according to his
knowledge. If this isn't the case, then the knowledge is an argument
against him and he is not from those who are guided. The servant
is in need of Allah to enable him to act upon that righteous

initiative.

An individual is not guided to the straight path, the path of those
whom Allah has blessed from the prophets, the truthful, the martyrs
and the righteous, except through this knowledge and motivation
and the ability to do so. And also from this are the many different
types of needs that are innumerable. It is for this reason that the
people were commanded with this supplication in every prayer
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because of their dire need of it. Hence there is nothing which they
need more than this supplication.”

The Muslim is tested in his religion and must demonstrate patience
and must not be hasty because Al-Bukhari has related upon the
authority of Khabbab ibn al-Aratt that he said:
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“We complained to the Messenger of Allah
(lsdisdfe) [regarding the persecution of the
disbelievers] while he was sitting in the shade of the
Ka'bah with his garment underneath him like a cushion.
We said to him: “Won't you seek help for us? Won't
you supplicate to Allah for us?” He said: ‘A man from
the nations before you would be placed into a ditch that
was dug for him. Then a saw would be put over his head
and he would be cut into two pieces. That would not
drive him from his religion. His body would be forcibly
ripped with iron combs that would tear his flesh from
the bones or nerves, yet that would not drive him to

1 Majmii * al-Fatawd volume 14 pages 320-321.
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abandon his religion. By Allah, this religion will prevail
until a traveler from San'a to Hadramawt will not fear
anyone but Allah, except a wolf regarding his sheep; but
you [people] are too hasty.”

Patience is steadfastness upon the truth in the face of the temptations
of lusts and desires.

Therefore, it is upon the Muslim in the face of trials and the
temptations of lusts and desires to remain patient. The Messenger of

Allah (3zs4iessfe) has informed us about a time when it will be
difficult for the Muslim to remain firm upon the truth.

At-Tirmidhi has related from the narration of Anas ibn Malik that he
said:
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“There will come a time upon the people when the one
who is patient upon his religion will be like the one
holding on to hot coal.”

At-Tirmidhi (3058), Abii Dawud (4341) and Ibn Majah (4014) have
all related the following narration with a weak chain from Abi
Umayyah ash-Sha'bani. However the issue cited here is strengthened
by what precedes it. And Abi Umayyah ash-Sha'bani said: “I came
to Abii Tha'labah al-Khushani and said to him: ‘How do you
understand this verse?’ He said: “Which verse?’ So I said:

15
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‘O you believe, you are responsible for your own
souls. Those who have gone astray will not harm you
after you have been guided.” [Sirah al-Maidah
5:105]

He said: “Well, by Allah, T asked someone well-
informed about it. 1 asked the Messenger of Allah
(Jesaisadifle) about it and he said: ‘Rather, comply with
what is good, and forbid the evil, until you see
stinginess become obeyed, desires followed, and the
world given preference and everyone amazed by their
own opinions. So it is upon you to be worried about
yourself specifically and disregard the common folk.
Ahead of you are the days in which patience is like
holding on to hot coal. For the one who does [deeds]
during those days, is the reward of fifty men who do the
like of what you do.”

‘Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak said: ‘And narrators other than
‘Utbah added it was said: ‘O Messenger of Allah; the
reward of fifty men among us, or among them?” He

said: ‘No, rather the reward of fifty men among you.”

Steadfastness upon the truth in the face of the temptations of lusts
and desires means being safe from misguidance.

16



And implementing the Book of Allah [the Qur'an] and the Sunnah
of His Messenger (Ls4ies4{lz) is a protection and a safeguard
against misguidance as the Prophet (Jzs4issifle) said:
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“I have left amongst you two things that if you were to

cling to them, you would not become misguided: the
Book of Allah (the Qur'an) and my Sunnah.”

> Hasan: Related by ad-Daraquini in his Sunan (volume 4 page 245), and al-
Mustadrak (in the ‘Aliish print volume 1 page 284 narration number 324) and
al-Bayhagi in As-Sunan al-Kubrd (volume 10 page 114). In Majma‘ az-
Zawd'id, al-Haythami said: “Al-Bazzar narrated it and the chain contains Salik
ibn Misd at-Talhi who is weak.” And the wording of the narration extracted
by al-Hakim is: “From Abi Salih upon the authority of Abi Hurayrah who
said: “The Messenger of Allah (z4iessf4iile) said: Indeed I have left with you
two things after which you will never be misguided: the Book of Allah (the
Qur'an) and my Sunnah. And the two will never separate until they meet me
at the Hawd (Pool). * I say: In the chain of narration of every transmission with
this wording is Salik Ibn Miisd, however both al-Hakim and al-Bayhagi cite in
the same place another narration from Ibn ‘Abbas in which the following
phrase comes: “O people, Indeed I have certainly left you with something; if
you were to gather together upon it, you would never be misguided: The
Book of Allah (the Qur'an) and the Sunnah of His Prophet (Jas4fesasiie).”
The importance of this narration is that it provides textual support for the
narration of Salih. In the Muwatta in Kitab al-Jami‘ [The Comprehensive
Book]: in the chapter concerning the prohibition of adopting the deviant
position concerning Qadr [it is said]: “Malik said that it had reached him that
the Messenger of Allah (34 eiifz) said: I have left with you two affairs.
You will not be misguided so long as you cling to them: The Book of Allah
17



The Ways to Remain Steadfast

Upon the Truth
1- The establishment of faith
2- Righteous deeds
3- Advising with the truth
4- Advising with patience

This is supported by the statement of Allah, the Exalted:
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“In the name of Allah, the Most-Merciful, the
Bestower of Mercy. By the time. Truly, mankind is
in loss. Except those who believe and do righteous
deeds, and advise one another with truth, and advise
one another with patience.” [Siirah al-‘Asr 103: 1-3]

This is also established by the statement of Allah, the Exalted:
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(the Qur'an) and the Sunnah of His Prophet (z45:85{l>).” So this narration
ascends to the level of Hasan li ghayrihi (Hasan due other narrations).”
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“And seek help through patience and prayer. And
certainly it is heavy except for those who are
humbly submissive [to Allah].” [Siirah al-Baqarah
2:45]

And His statement:
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“O you who believe, seek help through patience and
prayer. Certainly, Allah is with those who are
patient.” [Siirah al-Baqarah 2:153]

And His statement:
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“Then to be one of those who believed and advised
one another with patience just as they would advise
one another with compassion.” [Siirah al-Balad
90:17]

Faith is established through the realization of its pillars; it is the
statement of the tongue, the actions of the body and the belief in
the heart. Faith is belief in Allah, His angels, His books, His
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Messengers, and the Last Day as well as belief in Qadr [divine
preordainment], the perceived good of it and evil of it.

And righteous deeds are established through the worship of Allah
without any partner or associate and through the worship of Him
alone only in the manner that He has legislated. These two things
represent the basis of the religion and the meaning of the
testification that nothing has the right to be worshipped except
Allah (la ilahah illa Allah) and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah (Muhammadan Rasilullah).

Allah, the Exalted says:
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“And they were not commanded except to worship
Allah alone, sincerely making their worship purely
for Him; and that they establish the prayer, and offer
the zakah. And that is the straightforward religion.”
[Siirah al-Bayyinah 98:5]

He, the Exalted says:
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“Certainly, for you in the Messenger of Allah there

is a good example for those who place their hope in
20




Allah and the Last Day and remember Allah often.”
[Siirah al-Ahzab 33:21]

And He, the Exalted says:

cir ey 2GS BT ol e S48 2 ///f
;;Lﬁsﬁvjwwméﬁ);@\}z ;,\(o;}

“So whoever hopes for the Meeting with his Lord,
let him work righteousness and associate none as a
partner in the worship of his Lord.” [Sirah al-Kahf
18:110]

And advising with the truth is established by caﬂing to it, teaching
it to the people and through commanding the good and forbidding
the evil.

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted says:

s\ ,// vt 2 A 2 A - sl
éﬂ\e‘,}_, ”y )&.J\gc\/-)}eﬁ;)
uﬂﬂ“}”ﬁﬁﬁ;ﬂ/ua—‘—*—ﬁ,‘f, Vg

/'l)}}s
{@ S Sl (HAS

21



“You are the best nation brought forth for mankind.
You enjoin the good and forbid the evil and believe
in Allah. If only the people of the book had believed,
it would have been better for them. From among
them are believers but most of them are disobedient.”
[Siarah Al ‘Imran 3:110]

And He, the Blessed and Exalted says:
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“Cursed are those who disbelieved from the Children
of Israel by the tongue of David and of Jesus the son
of Mary. This was because of their disobedience and
their continuous transgression. They used to avoid
forbidding one another from the wrongdoing that
they did. How wretched was what they used to do?!”
[Sitrah al-Maidah 5:78-79]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“The One who created death and life to test you [as
to] which of you is best in deed; and He is the All-
Mighty, the Ever-Forgiving.” [Siirah al-Mulk 67:2]

Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad said: “To test you [as to] which of you is best in
deed means the most correct and most sincere.” It was said: “O Abii
‘Ali [intending Fudayl ibn ‘Iyad], and what is considered to be the
most correct and most sincere?” He replied: “Certainly if an action
is sincere but not correct it is unacceptable. And if it was correct but
was not sincere it is also unacceptable, until it is both sincere and
correct.” The sincerest action is what has been done for the sake of
Allah, and the most correct action is what is in accordance with the

Sunnah.

And Muslim related from ‘Abdullah ibn Mas‘id that the
Messenger of Allah (Jagigsadife) said:
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“There was not a single Prophet that Allzh sent to a
nation before me, except that he had supporters and
companions who followed his path and obeyed his
commands. Then after them came generations who said
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what they did not do, and did what they were not
commanded to do. So whoever strives against them
with his hand is a believer and whoever strives against
them with his tongue is a believer and whoever strives
against them with his heart is a believer. Beyond that
there is not even a mustard seed's worth of faith.”

And the establishment of advising with patience occurs when
people are reminded of the rewards of being patient and the
circumstances regarding the previous nations.

And He, the Blessed and Exalted says:

“And those who had been given knowledge said:
“Woe to you! The reward of Allah is better for the
one who believes and performs acts of righteousness.
And none are granted this except the patient.”
[Sirah al-Qasas 28:80]

And He, the Blessed and Exalted says:
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“Among the believers are men who were true to
what they promised Allah. Some of them are those
who fulfilled it through death while others are those
who are still waiting. And they have not changed
in the least.”[Siirah al-Ahzab 33:23]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“And those who disbelieve say: ‘Why wasn't the
Qur'an revealed to him all at once?’ Thus in this
way We may strengthen your heart. And We have
made it a gradual revelation.” [Siirah al-Furqan
25:32]

So the Magnificent Qur'an was revealed intermittently upon the
Messenger of Allah (Jsggsddfe) so that Allah might firmly
establish it and so that the disbelievers could be refuted with it.

The Qur'an consists of a part that focuses on Islamic monotheism
and creed. Another part focuses on rulings, commands and

prohibitions. And another part focuses on the stories of previous

nations. Firmness and steadfastness is established through all of its

different aspects.
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So through Islamic monotheism and creed faith is actualized.
Through the [implementation of] rulings and the enjoinment of
good and prohibition of evil righteous deeds are established. And
through the stories of the Qur'an patience and consolation is
acquired, regarding whatever the Muslim may face for the sake of

the religion and calling to it.

Concerning acting according to His rulings, Allah, the Blessed and
Exalted says:
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“And if We had ordered them (saying), “Kill
yourselves (i.e. the innocent ones kill the guilty
ones) or leave your homes," very few of them
would have done it; but if they had done what they
were told, it would have been better for them, and
would have strengthened their (Faith).” [Siirah an-

Nisa 4:66]

And concerning the stories of the Qur'an, Allah, the Exalted says:
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“And each [story] We relate to you from the news
of the Messengers is that with which We
strengthen your heart. And in this, the truth, an
admonition and a reminder have come to you for
the believers.” [Siirah Hiid 11:120]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“We relate to you their story in truth. Indeed, they
were youths who believed in their Lord, and We
increased them in guidance.” [Siirah al-Kahf 18:13]

And concerning learning creed and Islamic monotheism, Allah the
Exalted says:
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“All praise is for Allah, the Lord of all creation; the
Most Merciful, Bestower of Mercy. The Owner of
the Day of Resurrection. You alone we worship,
and to You alone we appeal for aid and assistance.
Guide us to the straight path. The path of those
upon whom You have shown Your favor. Not
those with whom You are angered or those who
are astray.” [Siirah al-Fatihah 1:1-7]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“Our Lord, do not allow our hearts to deviate after
You have guided us and grant us mercy from
Yourself. Indeed, You are the Bestower.” [Sizrah
Al-Tmran 3:8]

And He, the Exalted says:



“And how many prophets fought and with him
fought many religious followers. But they never
lost heart due to what afflicted them in Allah’s way,
nor did they falter or surrender. And Allah loves
those who are patient. And they said nothing but:
‘Our Lord, forgive us our sins and the excesses we
have committed in our affairs and make our feet
firm and give us victory over the disbelieving
people.” [Siirah Al-Tmran 3:146-147]
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Steadfastness upon the Salafi Methodology is
From the Characteristic of Ahl as-Sunnah and Ahl
al-Hadith

Steadfastness upon the methodology of truth is from the attributes
of the people of hadith (Ahl al-Hadith) and the people of the Sunnah

and the community (Ahl as-Sunnah wa al-Jama'ah).

Ibn Taymiyyah said: “You will find that the people of kalam are from
the people most likely to change from one position to another and
to emphatically promote an opinion in one place while insisting
upon its opposite elsewhere, while declaring the one who held their
original position to be a disbeliever in another place. This is
evidence of their uncertainty since faith is as Heraclius said to Abi
Sufyan when he asked him about those who embraced the religion
of the Prophet (Jusgigsaddfle): ‘Do any of them abandon their
religion out of disdain for it after having embraced it?” He said: ‘No.’
Then Heraclius responded: ‘Thus is the state of true faith when it

mixes with the joy of the hearts; no one would disdain it.”

® Related by al-Bukhari in several places; from amongst them in kitab al-wahi
in a longer narration with the number (7). It was also related in kitab al-Iman
in the chapter titled: Sw’al Jibril lin-Nabi ‘an al-Iman wa al-Islam wa al-Thsan. ..
with the number (51) which was summarized with the following wording:
“Upon the authority of ‘Abdullah Ibn ‘Abbas who said that Abii Sufyan ibn
Harb informed me that Heraclius said to him: ‘I asked you if they are
increasing or decreasing and you claimed that they were increasing. Likewise
is the matter of faith until it becomes complete. And I asked you if they
commit apostasy out of disdain for his religion after having entered into it.
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For this reason some of the pious predecessors said (Umar ibn
‘Abdul-‘Aziz or other than him): “Whoever makes his religion the

subject of debate and argumentation wavers the most.”

As for the people of Sunnah and hadith, then none of their scholars
or righteous laypeople are known to have turned away from their
position and belief. In fact, they are the greatest of the people
regarding remaining firm upon that even if they are tested with
various trials and types of turmoil. This is the condition of the
Prophets and their followers from the previous generations like the
people of the ditch and other than them. Like the pious predecessors
of this nation including the companions and their students from the
tabi‘in and other than them from the Imams. To the extent that Imam
Malik used to say: “Do not envy anyone who has not been subjected
to severe affliction in this affair.” He would say: “Indeed Allah must
test the believer with trials and affliction. Then if he is patient, his

level increases.”

As Allah, the Exalted says:
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“Alif, Lam, Mim. Do the people think that they will
be left to say: “We believe’ and they will not be

And you claimed that they don't. Likewise is the case with faith whenever it
mixes with the joy of the hearts; no one would disdain it.”
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tested? Surely, We have tried those who came before
them, and certainly Allah will clearly identify those
who are truthful, and certainly He will clearly
identify the liars.” [Siirah al-‘Ankabiit 29:1-3]

And Allah, the Exalted says:
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“And We established from amongst them, leaders
who would guide in accordance with Our command

when they were patient and used to be certain of
Our signs.” [Siirah as-Sajdah 32:24]

And Allah, the Exalted says:
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“By the time. Truly, mankind is in loss. Except those
who believe and do righteous deeds, and advise one
another with truth, and advise one another with
patience.” [Siirah al-'Asr 103: 1-3]
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Whoever remains patient upon his position from the people of
desires, then this is because of what it contains from the truth. Since
every religious innovation (bid'ah), upon which is a significant
group of the people, must incorporate some aspects of the truth that
the Messenger (Jas4igssfdfle) has come with, which is in agreement
with the people of Sunnah and hadith. So this leads to the acceptance
of their religious innovation (bid‘ah), since pure falsehood would not

be accepted under any circumstances.

In summary, steadfastness and firmness amongst the people of
Sunnah and hadith is significantly many times greater than whatever
may exist amongst the people of kalam and philosophy. In fact, the
one given to philosophy is far more unsure and uncertain regarding
his opinions than the person of kalam because the people of kalam
possess some level of truth that has remained from what they took
from the prophets which is something that cannot be said of the
philosophers. For this reason, Abitl-Husayn al-Basri and the like of
him is more steadfast than Ibn Sina and the like of him.

You will also find that the people of philosophy and kalam are the
most likely to split off from one another and differ all while each
one of them claims that their statement is the definitive truth which
is supported by evidence. The people of the Sunnah and hadith are
the greatest in terms of their unity and harmony with one another.
So whoever from amongst the various sects is closer to them, then
likewise you’ll find that they are closer to unity and harmony. So
the Mu'tazilah experience more harmony and unity than the
philosophers since the philosophers maintain so many contradictory
positions concerning the affairs of divinty, the resurrection,

prophethood, and even the natural sciences, mathematics and
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astrology in addition to other than that from the positions that are

far too numerous to count.

So the people of affirmation from the people of kalam like the
Kullabiyyah, the Karamiyyah and the Ash'ariyyah are more united
and harmonious than the Mu'tazilah. Indeed the Mu'tazilah difter
greatly and perform fakfir of one another. To the extent that a
student might declare his teacher to be a disbeliever in the same way
that someone from the Khawarij might also do. And those who have
written about the disgraceful characteristics of the Mu'tazilah have
mentioned this in detail. You will not find true unity and harmony
except due to following what has been left by the Prophets from the
likes of the Qur'an and hadith and whatever is closely connected to
this. And you will not find sectarianism and differing except
amongst those who have abandoned it (i.e. the Qur'an and hadith)
and given precedence to other things over it.

Allah, the Exalted says:

c o St 2 - S A
3 G5 a5 e VL T il 53005 p

I I T e L Y YT I > G o &,;.///
. ” s g % K 7wl A7

%J\uﬁ)-*-é—"o Y 0 D Cand 9

el

&

“And they will continue to differ except for those
upon whom your Lord has mercy. And for this
reason, He created them. And the word of your Lord
is final: ‘T will certainly fill the Hellfire with the Jinn
and men together.” [Siirah Hiid 11:118-119]
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So Allah has informed us that the people of mercy do not differ and
they are the followers of the prophets in word and deed. They are
the people of the Quran and hadith from this nation. Whoever
opposes them loses out on some mercy to the extent of their

opposition.

Due to the fact that the philosophers were the furthest from the
followers of the Prophets they differed the most. And the Khawarij,
the Mu'tazilah and the Rawafid due to them being far from the
Sunnah and hadith were greater in terms of their sectarianism in this
matter. Particularly the Rafidah since it is said that they are the sect
that definitely differs the most. That is because they are the furthest
of the sects from the Sunnah and the community of believers
(Jama'ah), as opposed to the Mu'tazilah since they are closer to this

than the Rafidah.

You will find that the vast majority of those who have left the
methodology of the pious predecessors from the people of kalam
and Siifism acknowledge this either near their time of death or just
before they die; and the narrations that support this point are well-

known and numerous.

Abul-Hasan al-Ash‘ari grew up upon i‘tizal (the ideology of the
Mu‘tazilah) and spent forty years upon that ideology and defending
it before turning away from it and explicitly declaring the
misguidance of the Mu'tazilah and exerting great efforts in
refutation of them.
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And Abii Hamid al-Ghazali with his incredible intelligence, his
devotion, his familiarity with kalam and philosophy as well as his
traversing upon the path of asceticism, riyadah and tasawwuf ended
up in a state of insecurity and uncertainty. At the end of his life he
changed to the way of the people of kashf (Siifiyah), even though
after that he turned to the way of the people of hadith and wrote
Iljam al-"Awam ‘an Ilm al-Kalam.

Likewise, Abii ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn ‘Umar ar-Razi said in his
book which he wrote about the types of the Divine Essence (adh-
dhat): “I have surely considered the ways of the kalamists and the
methodologies of the philosophers but I have not seen that they heal
the sick or quench anyone's thirst. Instead, I have seen that the best

way is the way of the Qur'an. Concerning affirmation read:
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“The Most-Merciful ascended above the throne.”
[Siirah Ta Ha 20:5]
And His statement:

PRV Vol cid

YU [ VA :‘,:Q\j{énj;; iy

“To Him the good words raise and the righteous
actions carry them.” [Siirah Fatir 35:10]

And His statement:
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“There is nothing similar to Him and He is the
Ever-Hearing, All-Seeing.” [Siirah ash-Shiird 42:11]

And His statement:
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“And their knowledge does not encompass Him.”
[Siirah Ta Ha 20:5]

And His statement:
{5y

“Do you know of anything similar to Him?” [Sirah
Maryam 19:65]

Then he said: “Whoever tries as I have will know as I do...” And he
used to exemplify the following lines of poetry: “The extent of what
the intellects can approach is a bridle; and most of the efforts of
creation involve misguidance. And our souls are not at ease with
our bodies; and the result of our world is harmful and evil. And we
will not benefit from our search throughout our lives; except that

»»

we can say: ‘it is said” and ‘they said’.
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Imam al-Haramayn abandoned what he used to profess and believe
and ultimately chose the methodology of the pious predecessors. He
used to say: “O my colleagues do not busy yourselves with kalam.
Had I realized that kalam would lead me where it led me, I would
not have involved myself with it.” And close to his death he said: “I
delved into the depths of the sea and withdrew from the people of
Islam and their sciences. I entered into what they forbid me from
and now if my Lord does not include me in His mercy then woe to
the son of al-Juwayni. And so 1 will die upon the creed of my
mother.” Or he said: “...the creed of the elderly of Naysabiir.”

Likewise, Abii ‘Abdullah Muhammad ibn ‘Abdul-Karim ash-
Shahrastani has informed us that he did not find amongst the
philosophers and people of kalam anything but uncertainty and
regret and he used to recite the following lines of poetry: “Upon my
life, I have frequented all of the learning institutes; and put my limbs
in those places. But I didn't see anyone except that he placed his
hands on his chin out of uncertainty or grinding his teeth out of

regret.”

4 Majmii * al-Fatawd volume 4 pages 50-52 and 72-73.
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The Believer is Commanded with Patience and to
Believe that the Final Outcome is for
Righteousness (tagwa)

The Messenger (Jusdigsakife) is instructed to observe patience
repeatedly in the Qur'an with the verb form that indicates a
command (fi'l al-amr) and in every instance patience is associated
with overcoming, achieving victory and the final outcome,

favoring those who are mindful of Allah (taqwd).

Allah, the Blessed and Exalted says:
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“That is from the news regarding the unseen which
We reveal to you, [O Muhammad]. Neither you nor
your people knew of it before now. So be patient,
since truly the final outcome favors those who are

mindful of Allah (muttagiin).” [Siirah Hiid 11:49]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“So remain patient upon what they say and glorify
the praise of your Lord before the rising of the sun
and before its setting; and throughout the night
glorify Him and at the ends of the day; such that
you may be pleased.” [Siirah Ta Ha 20:130]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“So remain patient; certainly the promise of Allah is
true. And do not be discouraged by those who lack
certainty.” [Siirah ar-Riim 30:60]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“So remain patient, [O Muhammad]. Certainly, the
promise of Allah is true. And seek forgiveness for

your sin and glorify the praise of your Lord in the
evening and the morning.” [Siirah Ghafir 40:55]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“So remain patient, [O Muhammad]. Certainly, the
promise of Allah is true. So either we will show you
some of what We have prepared for them or We
will cause you to die and to Us they shall all
return.” [Siirah Ghafir 40:55]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“So remain patient, [O Muhammad] as the most
resolute of the Messengers [ulii al-‘azm] did and do
not be hasty with them as though it is the day when
they will see what they were promised and it will
seem as though they hadn't waited but a single hour
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of the day. So shall anyone be destroyed except the
transgressors?” [Siirah al-Ahqaf 46:35]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“So remain patient regarding what they say and
glorify the praise of your Lord before the rising of
the sun and before its setting.” [Siirah Qaf 50:39]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“So remain patient regarding the judgment of your

Lord and do not be like the companion of the whale
who called out in distress.” [Siirah al-Qalam 68:48]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“So demonstrate the most beautiful form of

patience.” [Siirah al-Ma'arij 70:5]
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And He, the Exalted says:
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“And for Allah you should remain patient.” [Siirah
al-Muddathir 74:7]

And He, the Exalted says:
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“So remain patient regarding the judgment of your
Lord and do not obey the sinful or ungrateful among
them.” [Sitrah al-Insan 76:24]

In this is a clarification that it is upon the believer to observe
patience, which is steadfastness upon the true religion in front of the
temptations of lusts and desires. It also contains glad tidings that the
final outcome will be for the pious [who are mindful of Allah] and
that what Allah has promised them is true. And He, the Exalted says:
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“It is He who sent His Messenger with guidance and
the religion of truth in order to make it prevail over
all other religions. And Allah is sufficient as a
witness.” [Siirah al-Fath 48:28]
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Ibn Taymiyyah said in his explanation of the narration: “Islam began
as something strange and it will resume being something strange as
it began...”

“And just as Allah prohibited His Prophet from becoming
overwhelmed with remorse or despair regarding those who did not
enter into Islam in the beginning, the same holds true for the end.
So the believer is forbidden from becoming distressed because of
them and from experiencing remorse due to their plots. Many of
the people, whenever they witness an evil or whenever many of the
affairs of Islam have been changed, become disheartened, weary and
lament as the people who are afflicted do even though they have
been prohibited from this. Instead, they are commanded to observe
patience, reliance upon Allah and steadfastness upon the religion of
Islam, just as they should believe in Allah along with those who are
mindful of Him and those who do good. They should believe that
the final outcome favors piety (faqwd) and whatever occurs to an
individual is due to his sins. So he should remain patient since the
promise of Allah is true and he should seek forgiveness for his sin
and glorify the praises of his Lord at night and in the early morning,.
And his statement (Jsgies<kdfe): ‘And it will resume being
something strange as it began...” can potentially mean two things;
the first is that he is in a place and time where it will return to a state
of being strange amongst them but then it will prevail just as it
occurred in the beginning when it was strange but later prevailed.
For this reason he said: ‘And it will resume being something strange
as it began...” When it began it was certainly strange and unknown
but then it prevailed and became known. Similarly, it will return to
a state where it is unknown before it later prevails and becomes
known. So only a few will truly know it at that time just as it was
in the beginning. It could also mean that towards the end of the
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world, there will only be a few remaining Muslims. This would
only occur after the antichrist (ad-Dajjal) and Gog and Magog
(Ya'jiij and Ma’jisj) when the end of the world is very close. At that
time, Allah will send a wind that will seize the soul of every
believing male and female and then the Day of Judgment would
commence.

As for whatever precedes that, then the Messenger of Allah
(lsaieadife) said:

“There will never cease to be a group from my nation
who clearly prevail while upon the truth. They will not
be harmed by those who oppose them or those who
forsake them until the Hour is established.’

This narration is in Sahih al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim and there are
several other similar narrations like it.

The truthful and trustworthy one informed us that a group from his
nation will remain unequalled upon the truth, distinguished and
unharmed by those who oppose them or by the differing of those
who forsake them. As for Islam remaining strange and lowly
everywhere in the land, before the establishment of the Hour, then
this will not occur.

And his statement (lsgiecdfz): ‘And it will resume being
something strange as it began...” is the greatest form of strangeness
if the people begin to commit apostasy and turn away from it. And
Allah, the Exalted says:

45



\é‘\
%,
Go-
-5
N
a\
c?i
o .t\
\D \
3

/{///} // e
{)JYA.« e Yy

‘Whoever from amongst you should abandon lis
religion; Allah will bring forth (in place of them)
another people whom He will love and who will
love Him. (They are) kind towards the believers,
strong against the disbelievers; they strive forth in
the way of Allah and do not fear the criticism of
those who criticize.” [Siirah al-Ma'idah 5:54]

So they are those who will establish the religion if those people

apostate.

And likewise it began as something strange and continued to grow
until it spread. So in this way it is strange in many places and times
but then it prevails when Allah, the Mighty and Majestic, establishes
it. As ‘Umar ibn ‘Abdul-'Aziz said when he assumed power:
‘Certainly much of Islam has become strange to many people to the
extent that some of them don't even know that consuming
intoxicants is forbidden. Then Allah made things visible and

apparent in Islam that were previously considered strange.’

In the Sunan we find the narration: ‘Allah sends to this nation, at the

completion of every one hundred years, an individual that will
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revive the religion.” And the revival occurs after decay, and that is
the strangeness of Islam.

This narration shows the Muslim that he shouldn't be dismayed by
the small numbers of those who know the reality of Islam, just as his
chest should not become restricted by it. He should never be in
doubt regarding the religion of Islam, since this was the condition
of Islam when it began.

Allah, the Exalted says:
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‘So if you are in doubt, [O Muhammad] concerning
what We have revealed to you, then ask those who

have been reading the scriptures before you. .’
[Siirah Yiinus 10:94]

This is in addition to the other verses and evidences that highlight
the truthfulness of Islam.

And similarly, if it does become strange, then those who call to it
will need proofs and evidences which are similar to the evidences

that were initially necessary in the early stages of Islam.

And Allah, the Exalted says:
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“I was riding behind the Prophet (J54iiessfei{i)
when he said: ‘O young man, shall I teach you some words that
Allah will cause you to benefit from? I [Ibn ‘Abbas] said:
‘Certainly.” He (Ja4fesaked{le) said, ‘Be mindful of Allah and He
will protect you. Be mindful of Allah and you will find Him
before you. If you come to know Him at times of ease He will
know you at times of difficulty. And if you ask, then ask of Allah.
And if you seek assistance, then seek the assistance of Allah. And
the pen has dried concerning what will be. If the creation were to
gather all together seeking to benefit you with something that
Allah has not written for you, then they will never be able to do
so. And if they sought to harm you with something that Allah has
not written for you then they will not be able to do it. [...] And
know that in remaining patient upon what you dislike is much
good; and victory comes with with patience, relief comes with
affliction and with hardship comes ease.”
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And finally Allah says:
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“O you who have believed, be patient and
forbearing and remain ready and be mindful of
Allah so that you may be successtul.” [Siirah Al

‘Imran 3:200]

And all praise is due to Allah before everything and after everything
and may the prayers of peace and blessings of Allah be upon
Muhammad his family and companions.
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