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This is a compilation of statements from the Salaf and the
Khalaf regarding the sacred month of Muharram and the
blessed day of ‘Ashiira. We compiled this collection with

the hope that it enlightens the reader of the virtues, rulings,

and mannerisms of these blessed days as well as encourage

and motivate them to strive in obedience, perform righteous
deeds, and worship Allah in these days in a manner that is
pleasing to Him &:. We have mentioned the statements in

the Arabic language as well as English to aid the knowledge
seeker in learning the Arabic language as well as rendering
it into English. We ask Allah &: to make it a benefit, accept

it from us, and increase us all in beneficial knowledge
and righteous actions.
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Allah & says:
. :’Jn’n*--'f:"" ‘:;,amhh,a’- 2 o lﬁ ﬁ-
&l%ﬁ@lwld{;‘,ﬁmﬂad}u’!%

_,.-n_,.-.,u i

@ST#L@AAUQJ}II‘QQ}M@JA?‘QA&W&_:JS

Verily, the number of months with Allah is twelve
months [in a year], as it was decreed by Allah on the.
Day He created the heavens and the earth; of them
four are Sacred. That is the right religion, so do not

wrong yourselves therein.
(Dhul-Qa'dah, Dhul-Hijjah, Muharram, Rajab)

[Surah at-Tawbah 9:36]
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The Messenger of Allah &3 said:
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Verily, actions are

only based on intentions.

[Sahih al-Bukhari (1))
[(V) soa)l aaas ]
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The Messenger of Allah &% said:
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The best fast after [the month of] Ramadan

is the month of Allah, Muharram.

[Sahih Muslim (1163)]
[ (V\vY) ‘:\J.a.u.a Fdaus ]
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The Prophet &3 referred to Muharram as the

month of Allah. Coupling it with Allah indicates
its nobility and virtue, for Allah does not couple

Himself except with the most elite of His creation.

[ (V+) S lad) 85UaT]
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Abu ‘Uthman an-Nahdi &l 4aa said:
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The Salaf used to magnify the three tens:
The last ten of Ramadan, the first ten of
Dhu al-Hijjah, and the first ten of Muharram.

[ (TA) <3 Lad ) Ldilial ]
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‘Umar, ‘Uthman, and ‘Al chose [the commencement of the

Hijrm calendar] to be with the month of Muharram because
it is a sacred month which follows the month of Dhul-Hijjah
wherein the Muslims perform their Hajj and fulfill the
obligatory pillars of their religion. Therein (the month of
Muharram), the Ansar pledged their allegiance to the
Prophet =3, and the resolution to make Hijrah [to Madinah]
took place. Therefore, the Islamic Hijr calendar begins with
the sacred month of Muharram.

[ (YAQ\Y) gﬁbudyir‘g&.u‘,ii b ]
Dar PDFs



Ibn ‘Abbas ‘.22’ reported:
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When the Messenger of Allah &3 came to Madinah,
he found the Jews fasting on the day of ‘Ashiira.

They (the Jews) were asked about it, and they said: It is the
day on which Allah granted victory to Musa and Bani Isra'll
over Fir’awn, so we fast [on this day] out of gratitude to Him.
Upon this, the Messenger of Allah &3 said:

“We have more right to Musa than you,”

so he 52 ordered [the people] to fast on this day.

[Sahih Muslim (1130)]
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Abu Qatadah ‘s~ narrated:
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The Messenger of Allah &3 was asked about
fasting the Day of ‘Ashira and he replied:

It expiates [the sins of] the previous year

[Sahih Muslim (1162)]
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Ilbn ‘Abbas 3 said:
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| never saw the Prophet &3 seeking to fast a day
giving it preference over another except this day,
the day of Ashira, and this month, meaning

the month of Ramadan.

[Sahih al-Bukhari (2006)]
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‘A'ishah “&~ reported:
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The Quraish used to fast on the Day of ‘Ashiirra in the

pre-Islamic days, and the Messenger of Allah =3 used to [also]

-

fast this day. When he &3 migrated to Madinah, he [continued]

i

to fast this day and ordered [the people] to fast [as well]. But
when fasting during the month of Ramadan became obligatory,
he £ said: “Whoever wishes to fast this day (the day of ‘Ashura)

may do so, and whoever wishes to forgo it may do so.”

[Sahih Muslim (1125)]
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Imam an-Nawawi &/ daay said:
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The scholars unanimously agree that

fasting the Day of ‘Ashiira is a Sunnah

and not an obligation

[ (£W) 99l plisss oo T et ]
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Muhammad ibn Shihab az-Zuhri was traveling and still
fasted on the Day of ‘Ashura, so it was said to him: You fast
on the Day of ‘Ashura while traveling, but you break your
fast in Ramadan?

He replied: Ramadan [fasts] can be made up on other days.
but the Day of ‘Ashura will pass you by (i.e., it is not
legislated to make it up later).

[ (Ye\A) Mﬂgmgl 2l |
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Ibn ‘Abbas ‘L reported'
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When the Messenger of Allah &3 fasted on the day of

‘Ashiira and commanded that it should be observed as a fast,

they (his Companions) said to him: “O Messenger of Allah &3
this is a day that the Jews and Christians venerate.”

The Messenger of Allah 53 said: “Next year if Allah wills, we

will [also] fast on the 9th day.” But by the time the following

year came, the Messenger of Allah 3 had passed away.

[Sahih Muslim (1134)]
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On the authority of ‘Ataa, who said that he
heard Ibn ‘Abbas say regarding the day of ‘Ashura:
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Differ from the Jews

and fast the ninth and the tenth.

[ (VAYYQ) Qi) ) saad saall ]
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Sh. al-‘Uthaymin «/ <«aa y was asked:
Is it disliked to single out the tenth of Muharram
[i.e., the day of ‘Ashiira] for fasting?
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He replied: Some scholars have said: It is disliked due to the
saying of the Prophet zz:: “Fast [along with it] a day before
it or a day after it, differ from the Jews.” While other scholars
have said: It is not disliked to fast the tenth alone. However,
by doing so, one loses out on the reward attained by differing

from the Jews. But what is correct is that it is not disliked

to single out the day of ‘Ashiira with fasting.

[ (£719-8A\T) aasicud | ol (ods aaall 7 gddl ]
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Shaykh al-‘Uthaymin 4/ 4aa y said:
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Manifesting sadness and joy on the day
of ‘Ashiira is in opposition to the Sunnah
[of the Messenger of Allah £:], and [no deed]
is [authentically] attributed to the Prophet &3

[on this day] except for fasting.
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Sh. Muhammad ‘Al Ferkus i/ ddasa said:
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On the day of ‘Ashiira, there are no rituals of celebrations
to be done, nor any manifestation of grief, nor spending
extravagantly on family, nor beating of the chests and
pulling out hair, nor tearing of clothes and shedding blood;.
all of this is contrary to the purified Prophetic Sunnah.

[ (£7) o ygeadl dalst ]
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The Messenger of Allah &3 said:
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Whoever slaps his cheeks, tears his clothes,

and follows the traditions of the days

of ignorance is not from us.

[Sahih al-Bukhari (3519)]
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