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Ibnul-Qayyim, may Allaah have mercy
on him said:
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And from this you know the need of the slaves above
every other necessity is recognition of the Messenger

% and what he came with and believing in what he has \
informed them with and obeying him in what he has
commanded. For verily there is no path to happiness é :-|
‘/:' and success, neither in the dunyaa (worldly life) nor K
/ in the hereafter, except at the hands of the Messen- \
gers. And there is no way towards knowing the good
and the evil in detail except by way of them, nor
attaining the pleasure of Allaah except at their

hands. So the good from actions, statements and
character are not (to be acquired) except through their

guidance and what they came with. So they are the
preponderant scale by which all other statements and /
characteristics are weighed, and by following them pri
(and knowing their prophetic methodology) the people 04
of misguidance are exposed.

So the need for them (the Messengers) is greater than
the need of the body for air and the eyes for sight and
the soul for life. So whichever requirement and need
the slave may have, the necessity of the slave for the
Messengers far surpasses it...
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Translator’s Foreword

In the name of Allaah, the Most Merciful, the Bestower of Mercy. All the
praise is for Allaah, Lord of all that exists. May prayer and peace be upon
the Messenger Muhammad; and upon his family, companions and all
those who follow them in goodness until the Day of Recompense. As to
what follows:

Before the noble reader is the English translation of the short but
monumental book:

Jsu My (ol ot Byl (B gl g5
Tanweerul-'Ugool Fil-Farq Baynan-Nabee war-Rasool

(Enlightenment for the Mind in Explanation of:
The Difference Between a Prophet and a Messenger)

authored by the noble Shaykh, Abu Nasr Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdullaah al-
Imaam of Yemen, may Allaah preserve him. It is a great work by the
Shaykh, the likes of which I have not seen in the English language. So I
am thankful to Allaah for the opportunity to have a hand in presenting it
to the English speaker.

Indeed, it is not hidden from every Muslim that eemaan (faith) in the
Prophets' and Messengers is a pillar from the pillars of faith, without
which there is no eemaan for such a person. So one is in need of having
knowledge of the status of the Prophets and Messengers since this
knowledge is connected to the ‘ageedah; and many have deviated with
regards to this, either by:
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& Tafreet - taking away from the status of the Prophets and
Messengers, neglecting their rights

& or by ifraat - exaggeration in the status and rights of the Prophets
and Messengers

So the Muslims are in need of such a book that delves into these matters
from one of the scholars of our time.

In the text of the book, the Shaykh often quotes the hadeeth of the Prophet
(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and the statements of the ‘ulamaa (scholars)
along with their sources. I have made citations of these sources in the
footnotes allowing for a smoother read insha’Allaah. 1 have limited my
own footnotes and additions to a minimum, restricting them, where
possible, to statements of the scholars. A short biography of the Shaykh
has been included which you will find at the beginning of the book.

Thanks are due to “‘Umar Abu Zakee, Ahmad Abu Sakeenah, Abu Bakr
as-Sumaalee and Hamza Abu Nu’aim from TROID in Toronto, Canada
for their assistance towards publishing this book, to Nahim Abu Bilaal
and Umm Zakee for their additional proofreading and editing, to
Rasheed Barbee of Markaz Tawheeed was-Sunnah in Durham, USA for his
encouragement towards completing this work, to Ja’far Abu Rasheedabh,
Siddeeq Abu Inaayah and Suhail Abu Hudhaifah for their support, to
Abu Haajar as-Sudaanee for his help in translating some difficult
portions of the book, to Bilaal Shabaaz for typing the manuscript and to
my roommate Mu'aawiyah 'Abdul-Qawi.

May Allaah bless this effort and reward the author abundantly. May He
raise the rank of our Prophet Muhammad, and bestow blessing upon his

family and companions, Ameen.

Abu Moosaa Raha Batts
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A Brief Biography of Shaykh Abu Nasr
Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdullaah al-Imaam

His Name

He is Abu Nasr Muhammad Ibn “‘Abdullaah Ibn Husayn Ibn Taahir Ibn
‘Alee Ibn Ghaazee Ar-Raymee, who is known as ‘al-Imaam.’

His Birth

He was born in 1380 (corresponding to 1960/1961 CE) in his village,
which is known as as-Sahl village.

His Offspring

The noble shaykh was married whilst he was still studying in Dammaaj
(Sa'dah). Allaah blessed him with a good educated and useful wife from
a family that is known for goodness and righteousness. Allaah gave him
children from her, four boys and five girls. The boys are:

.
0.0

’Abdur-Rahmaan - he is the eldest
‘Abdullaah - he is after him

K2
0’0

b

o

Nasr — he is the one after whom our Shaykh is nicknamed (Abu
Nasr)

Yoosuf — he is the youngest

7
0’0
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A Brief Biography of Shaykh Muhammad al-Imaam

His Upbringing and Seeking of Knowledge

The noble shaykh was (raised) in his village; and villages were not like
villages nowadays which have schools for teaching the Qur’aan and the
likes of that, especially in the country of our shaykh. It (Yemen) is a
mountainous, rugged country; very rarely would a teacher come to it
during those days. However, during these days of ours, matters have
become easy and knowledge has spread through most of the villages;
and all the praise is due to Allaah. Our shaykh started learning the
recitation of the Qur’aan in his village, then he, may Allaah the most
high preserve him, went to the city of Ta’az and began seeking
knowledge in one of the institutes for a short period at the beginning of
his youth. He saw that it did not satisfy his need nor quench his thirst
(for knowledge).

So he went to Sa’dah by the tawfeeq (ability) of Allaah. He continued
seeking knowledge at the hands of Shaykh Mugbil Ibn Haadee al-
Wadi’ee, may Allaah have mercy on him. So he (Abu Nasr) completed
the memorization of the Qur’aan in approximately two months. He
continued receiving lessons in knowledge, and he exited with a lot of
knowledge even though he bore upon his shoulders the responsibility of
the imamate, and serving his brothers in the centre. The shaykh, may
Allaah preserve him, has a strong memory and a lively mind, he was
swift in memorizing and he guarded his time wisely. In two years, he
memorized, (besides the noble Qur’aan):

% Bulooghul-Maram

% ‘Umdatul-Ahkam

% as-Saheeh al-Musnad fee Asbaabun-Nuzool (of Shaykh Muqbil)
% Alfiyyah Ibn Maalik

< Alfiyyah al-‘Iraaqee

% And some of the saheehayn (al-Bukhaaree and Muslim)

He also studied many books in figh, hadeeth, ‘ageedah and the (Arabic)
language.
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After Allaah had provided our shaykh with beneficial knowledge, he
moved to Ma'bar in which he resides now, teaching and giving da"wah to
Allaah in An-Noor Mosque. He began when he had no more than seven
students of knowledge at the time. He started teaching them that which

he saw was beneficial for them, besides helping them in memorizing the
Noble Qur'aan.

He continued in seeking knowledge, teaching and dawah. His da’wah has
spread in the regions of Yemen and he became famous within a short
period of time. The students of knowledge come to him from the east
and west of Yemen and from every direction. Among them are those
who became Imaams, speakers, memorizers of the Qur'aan, authors,
researchers and those who disseminate knowledge in the different
regions.

His Teachers

The Shaykh (may Allaah preserve him) was taught by the noble shaykh,
Abu ‘Abdur-Rahmaan Mugbil Ibn Haadee al-Waadi'ee, may Allaah have
mercy on him.

His Students

Our shaykh’s students number in the thousands. Some sit with him for
one year, then leave, and some more than that and some less. Everyone
according to their free time and occupation. Counting all of them (his
students) would be difficult because as we mentioned, their numbers
reach the thousands without exaggeration.
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Author’s Introduction

Verily all the praise is for Allaah, We praise Him, seek His help and seek
His Forgiveness. We seek refuge with Allaah from the evil of our own
souls and from the evil of our own actions. Whosoever Allaah guides,
there is none to misguide him; and whoever Allaah misguides, there is
none to guide him. I bear witness that none has the right to be

worshipped except Allaah alone who has no partners and I bear witness
that Muhammad is His slave and messenger.

. 2 E g gX S AR g s gee Bges g P 2E
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O you who believe! Fear Allaah as He should be feared.
And die not except in a state of Islaam.
[Soorah Aali-"Imraan, 3:102]
TR I A A T Frada y 2w, e gf -
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O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who created you from a single
person (Aadam), and from him (Aadam) He created his wife (Hawwa
(Eve)) and from them both He created many men and women; and fear
Allaah through Whom you demand (your mutual rights), and (do not
cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship). Surely, Allaah is Ever an
All-Watcher over you.
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:1]
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O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allaah and fear Him, and speak
(always) the truth. He will direct you to do righteous good deeds and
will forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allaah and His
Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great achievement.
[Sooratul-Ahzaab, 33:70-71]

Verily the best Speech is the Book of Allaah, and the best guidance is the
guidance of Muhammad (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). And the worst of
all matters are the newly invented ones. For every newly invented matter
is an innovation and every innovation is a deviation and every deviation
is in the fire.

I have resolved to compile a treatise about the issue of the differences
between the Prophets and Messengers, because I saw a need for that.
(This need) is due to there being some ambiguity towards understanding
some of the verses and ahaadeeth connected to this great issue, and the
scarcity of what has been written about this topic. Some of the
contemporaries have written concerning that, proceeding upon (the
notion) that there is no difference; and I consider this to be insufficient
with regards to transmission of the speech and writings of the people of
knowledge concerning this issue. I do not deem that I have come with
something new; in my estimation, I have gathered some of the evidences
and statements of the people of knowledge to make clear for the reader
the difference between the Prophets and Messengers. And this
distinction is important because it is linked to the ‘ageedah and it includes
giving everyone from amongst them his right; and placing the Prophets
in their proper station and the Messengers in their proper station. And
this occurs from a completion of honour and reverence for Allaah's
Prophets and Messengers; and from the completion of Justice is giving
them their rights.
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I'have tried not to mention except authentic ahaadeeth as is my way. And
I must not neglect to thank the noble brother Husayn Ibn Ahmad al-
Munayfee al-Jurshee, may Allaah preserve him, bless him in his
knowledge, make him firm upon his deen and save him from the trials;
both the apparent and the hidden, for his cooperation with me in
compiling this treatise. So I ask Allaah that He benefits the people by it.
He is in charge of that and He is capable of it.

Definition of an-Nabee in the Language and Its Usage

The essence of the definitions from the scholars of the language for the
term ‘an-Nabee’ can be summed up in three different sayings:

1. The meaning of it is: the one who brings information about
Allaah and conveys His legislation, either being urged to do so
(by Allaah) or without being urged. And this definition is the
preference of most of the scholars of the language.!

2. That it is derived from the word: ‘An-Nubuw’ to be far off,
distant. And it is al-Irtafaa’ (elevation). And an-Nabee with this
definition means: The one who is favoured over the rest of the
people with the raising of his rank. So he is elevated above the
creation and his status is raised amongst them. And upon this
definition some of the people of knowledge are united.2

3. Its meaning is: at-Tareeq (path or way) and he is called an-Nabee
because he is the way to guidance.

1 Lisaanul-"Arab 1/162, Mukhtaarul-Sihaah page 642, Mu'jam Mugaayeesul-Lughah 5/385, An-
Nihaayah 5/3-4

2 Lisaanul-"Arab 15/302, Mu'jam Muqaayeesul-Lughah 5/385, Ishtigaaq-ul-Asmaa’ by az-
Zujaajee, page 294
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These three definitions are (all correct). For verily, the Prophets are
chosen (by Allaah) with wahi (revelation) from Allaah to convey His
legislation and to follow it.

As for its usage, the scholars have given many definitions for it. A
summary of them is as follows:

€& He is a slave that is chosen by Allaah with the wahi (being
revealed) to him and charged with acting in accordance with it.

& It should be known to you that from acting in accordance with
the wahi is delivering it, calling to it and ruling with it. It is the
same if it is revealed to the Prophet as a new legislation or if he
was upon the sharee’ah of (the prophet) who preceded him.

So al-Khidr® was a Prophet according to the statement of the jumhoor
(majority), and it is correct. And he had a legislation that was specific to

him.

And most of the prophets were upon the sharee’ah of whoever was before
them. This is especially evident amongst the Prophets of banee israa’eel.

Definition of ar-Rasool in the Language and Its Usage

In the language, the term ‘ar-Rascol” has three definitions:

1. That it is derived from al-irsaal (to dispatch, send forth) with the
meaning of at-tawjeeh (instruction, giving or directing). So the
Rasool is the one sent from Allaah to humankind. ¢

3 Note: al-Khidr is referred to by Allaah is Sooratul-Kahf, 18:60-82. Also see Saheeh al-
Bukhaaree Vol. 6 hadeeth 249, English version.
4 Lisaanul-' Arab 11/283, Mu'jaam Mugaayeesul-Lughah 2/392
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2. That it has the meaning of the possessor of the message meaning:
possessor of an actual message.

3. That it's meaning is: the one who must follow the information
that Allaah has dispatched him with.

So a summary of the definition of ar-Rasool is: The one who is sent forth
from Allaah with a message to mankind.

As for its usage (in the sharee’ah): It is a slave whom Allaah has chosen
with the wahi, and He has dispatched him to a disbelieving people.

And you should know that the human messenger, the one who Allaah
has sent to a disbelieving people, he may be sent upon the
messengership of whoever was sent before him, or he may have a new

sharee’ah; and this (the latter) is more often (than the former); and its
explanation will follow.

The Condition for Prophethood and Messengership Amongst Aadam
And his Offspring

For Prophethood there are conditions, and they are as follows:

1. Ar-Rajoolah (manhood). The most High has said:

R2o _E o, - J/’, ) - . £
$E5T T 52 ol o 96, )l e W s )
And We sent not before you (as Messengers) any but men unto

whom We revealed, from among the people of townships.
[Soorah Yoosuf, 12:109]

The majority of the scholars say that there is no prophethood
amongst women based upon this verse; and this is what is
correct. And the highest station that the believing women can
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reach is the station of being as-siddeeqah (truthful and accepting
of the truth).5 The Most High has said:

deo
Oéjii.j:’ ;M‘)J,wj“é\téudd;:\&d}w)y‘))f ,;‘C,‘MAJ‘
The Messiah (“Eesaa (Jesus)) son of Maryam, was no more than
a Messenger; many were the Messengers that passed away

before him. His mother (Maryam (Mary)) was a Siddeeqah.
[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:75]

From that which is known is that the Christians, may Allaah
disgrace them, made the Messiah (‘Eesaa) as the son of Allaah
and they made Maryam into an ilaah (god). The Most High has
said:

Q)Jun d"‘@‘-j‘ bw.&ﬁ-‘wwvbw‘; v_:;/; ;’)‘MWTUU
¢ w - 2E £
%w&ﬂbdﬁ‘uldoﬁb@d
And (remember) when Allaah will say (on the Day of
Resurrection): "O “Eesaa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary)! Did
you say unto men: 'Worship me and my mother as two gods
besides Allaah?' "He will say: "Glory be to You! It was not for
me to say what I had no right (to say).
[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:116]

So Allaah clarified in this verse the highest station reached by
“Eesaa and his mother. So He, Glorified be He, has informed us
that the Messiah was a Messenger and his mother was a

5 Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah (d. 728) said: "The rank of as-siddeeq is greater than the
rank of al-Muhaddath (inspired) because the siddeeq takes everything that he says and does
from the Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) who is sinless. On the other hand, the
Muhaddath takes some things from his heart which is not sinless and therefore he is in need
of judging this according to what the sinless Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) came

with. Al-furgaan bayna Awliya’ur-Rahmaan wa Awliya ash-Shaytaan page 166.
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siddeeqah. So if there had been a station higher than this for
Maryam, namely Prophethood, and after that Messengership,
then Allaah would have mentioned that. And more (clarification)
will come regarding this (later) when investigating the
differences between the Prophets and the Messengers.

That he is not from the Angels; rather he is from the human
beings. The Most High has said:

P
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Say: "If there were on the earth, Angels walking about in peace
and security, We should certainly have sent down for them
from the heaven an Angel as a Messenger."
[Sooratul-Israa’, 17:95]

The Most High also said:

Zo. =2 £ - ‘L_'»/, L é
And they say: "Why has not an Angel been sent down to him?"
Had We sent down an Angel, the matter would have been
judged at once, and no respite would be granted to them.
And had We appointed him an Angel, We indeed would have
made him a man, and We would have certainly confused them
in which they are already confused (i.e. the Message of Prophet

Muhammad (peace be upon him))
[Sooratul-An’aam, 6:8-9]

Yes, the Angels are Messengers from Allaah, (but that is) unto
the Messengers from amongst mankind; as Allaah says:

XVII
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Allaah chooses Messengers from Angels and from men.
[Sooratul-Hajj, 22:75]

3. That he not be from amongst the Jinn. The Most High has said:

€ T 0 S 2 T < g 51y
Allaah chooses Messengers from Angels and from men.
[Sooratul-Hajj, 22:75]

The strongest opinion is that the Jinn are not included in the
word an-Naas (mankind) and from the proofs for that is the fact
that the Jinn received/embraced Islaam from the human
Prophets and Messengers. The Most High has said:
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And (remember) when We sent towards you (Muhammad
(peace be upon him)) a group (three to ten persons) of the jinn,
(quietly) listening to the Qur'aan. When they stood in the
presence thereof, they said: "Listen in silence!" And when it
was finished, they returned to their people, as warners. They
said: "O our people! Verily, we have heard a Book (this
Qur'aan) sent down after Moosaa (Moses), confirming what
came before it: it guides to the truth and to a
Straight Path (i.e. Islaam).

[Sooratul-Ahqaaf, 46:29-30]
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If there were messengers from amongst the Jinn then they would
not have had to embrace the two Sharee’ahs, (that of Moosaa and
that of Muhammad). As for the statement of the Most High:
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O you assembly of jinn and mankind! "Did not there come to

you Messengers from amongst you...
[Sooratul-An'aam, 6:130]

The messengers referred to as being messengers from amongst
the Jinn, they are actually human messengers as the
aforementioned verse in Sooratul-Ahqaaf makes clear. And this
is the statement of the majority of the scholars.

4. That he be a free man and not a slave; and it is not known that
Allaah ever made a slave a messenger. As for what has come in
al-Bukhaaree and Muslim, from the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah
(radiyallaahu ‘anhu) that he said, “The Messenger of Allaah
(sallallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “The slave who is owned has
two rewards. By Him in whose Hand is my soul, were it not for
jihaad in Allaah's Path, and the Hajj and being righteous to my
mother, I would have loved to die while I am owned.””¢ The
statement, "By Him in whose Hand is my soul...(to the end of the
hadeeth)" is mudraj (interpolated) from the speech of Abu
Hurayrah; as is in the version found in Saheeh Muslim with the
wording... “By Him in whose Hand is Abu Hurayrah's soul,
were it not for jihaad..."

6 Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim
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Prophethood is not Confirmed for Anyone Except with a Legislative
Evidence (for their Prophethood)

Most of the people of tafseer and siyar (history and biography) who have
mentioned the names of the Prophets and Messengers have taken the
names from the books of the Jews and Christians. I have mentioned in
my book entitled: A Warning to the Pious from the Worship of the Graves of
the Prophets and the Awliyaa’, the names of the Prophets whose
Prophethood has been confirmed with legislative evidence. And I also
mentioned the names of the Prophets whose Prophethood has not been
confirmed. The general rule is: We do not affirm Prophethood for anyone
from the creation except with a proof from the sharee’ah.”

7 Note: Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Saalih al-"Uthaymeen said:

The proof is that which leads to that which is sought; and the proofs for this matter are both
textual and intellectual. Textual proof is whatever is affirmed by the wahi (revelation)
which is the Book and the Sunnah; and intellectual proof is that which is established
through observation and consideration. Allaah, the Mighty and Majestic, has frequently
mentioned this type of proof in His Book; and there are many aayaat where Allaah informs
us that "from His signs are..." such and such, and in this way, intellectual proofs by Allaah
the Most High, are quoted. In regards to knowledge of the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) through textual proofs, then examples of these are the sayings of Allaah, the Most
High:
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Muhammad (peace be upon him) is the Messenger of Allaah. And those who are with
him are severe against disbelievers, and merciful among themselves. You see them
bowing and falling down prostrate (in prayer), seeking Bounty from Allaah and (His)
Good Pleasure. The mark of them (i.e. of their Faith) is on their faces (foreheads) from
the traces of prostration (during prayers). This is their description in the Tawraat

(Torah). But their description in the Injeel (Gospel) is like a (sown) seed which sends
forth its shoot, then makes it strong, and then becomes thick and it stands straight on &
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Principle: Every Messenger is a Prophet but Not Vice-Versa

It is confirmed with most of the people of knowledge that every

messenger is a prophet, but not every prophet is a messenger. Here are
some of their statements in that regard:

€ al-Qurtubee mentioned in his tafseer, after mentioning some
speech: “And this is correct; that every messenger is a prophet
but not every prophet is a messenger.”8

& al-Qaadee 'Tyaad said in ash-Shifaa: “The correct (statement)
which the majority of the people (scholars) are upon in this
regard is that every messenger is a prophet but not every
prophet is a messenger...”

€ Ibn 'Atiyyah said in his tafseer: “And the Messenger is more
specific than the Prophet. Many of the prophets were not sent as

messengers. Every messenger is a prophet but not every
prophet is a messenger.”?

its stem, delighting the sowers, that He may enrage the disbelievers with them. Allaah
has promised those among them who believe and do righteous good deeds,
forgiveness and a mighty reward.
[Sooratul-Fath, 48:29]

LT e 3005 952 G5)
Muhammad (peace be upon him) is no more than a Messenger, and indeed (many)

Messengers have passed away before him.
[Soorah Aali-‘Imraan, 3:144]

The intellectual proofs are (determined) by examining and considering the clear signs
which he came with. The greatest of them being the Book of Allaah, the Mighty and
Majestic, which comprehends true and beneficial narrations of events, and just rulings
which ensure that wellbeing is achieved. In addition to the miracles that occurred at His
hands, and the affairs of the hidden and unseen which he informed of and foretold which
could only be known by means of Revelation, and that which occurred just as he said it.
Sharh Thalaathaatul-Usool (page 41-42)

8 Tafseer al-Qurtubee 12/54

9 Ibn 'Atiyyah in his Tafseer 10/307
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& al-Baghawee said in his fafseer: “And every messenger is a
prophet, however not every prophet is a messenger.”10

& al-Buqaa'ee said after mentioning some statements: “And what
is correct is that it is said: the prophet is the person to whom
revelation comes, either with new legislation or confirming
(what came before him). So if he is commanded with
conveyance (of the revelation) then he is also a messenger.”1!

€& ash-Shawkaanee said, after mentioning some statements
concerning the definition of the Prophet and the Messenger:
“And when all of the statements are brought together (we see
that) the Prophet is more general than the Messenger...”12

& al-Bayhaqee said: “So every messenger is a prophet but not
every prophet is a messenger.”13

& Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah said: “And every messenger is
a prophet but not every prophet is a messenger.”

€& And Ibn Hajr said: “And it has been confirmed that the words
Prophet and Messenger differ in both their wording and their
meaning.”’® He also said: “So the Prophet is one who Allaah
informs him and he (in turn) informs with that which Allaah
has informed him with. So if he, along with that, is sent to those
who oppose the command of Allaah; to convey to them a
message from Allaah, then he is (also) a messenger. As for if he
is only acting in accord with the sharee’ah of one who came
before him and he is not dispatched to anyone to convey to
them a message from Allaah, then he is a prophet and not a
messenger.”16

10 g]-Baghawee in his Tafseer 4/126

11 Nadhmud-Duroor fee Tanaasibul-Aayat was-Suwar 13/70

12 An-Nayl 1/30 and this is a clarification of what he mentioned in general in his tafseer,
Fathul-Qadeer 3/461

13 Ash-Shu'ab 1/383

14 Majmoo’ al-Fatawaa 10/290

15 Fathul-Baaree 11/112, and see 18/7, V/10 and his Kitaabul-Eemaan (page 6-7)

16 An-Nubuwwaat page 255
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al-Haafidh al-Hakamee said: “And the rasool (messenger) with
the meaning of one who is dispatched; he is one to whom
revelation is sent and he is commanded with conveyance (of
that revelation). So if revelation is sent to him but he is not
commanded with conveyance of it, then he is a prophet only. So
every messenger is a prophet but not vice-versa.””
As-Safaareenee said: “So between the prophet and the
messenger there are things which are general (to both) and that
which is specific (to each one). So every messenger is a prophet
but not every prophet is a messenger.”18

The muhaddith of this era, al-Albaanee, may Allaah have mercy
on him said: “And know, that the hadeeth and what we have
mentioned from the other ahaadeeth are from that which
indicates the difference between the messenger and the prophet.
And that is from what the Qur'aan indicates as well in His, the
Most High’s, statement:
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“Never did We send a Messenger or a Prophet before you...”
[Sooratul-Hajj, 22:52]

And upon this the general populace of mufassireen have
proceeded. From Ibn Jareer at-Tabaree to the last of the
corroborators al-Aloosee.”?”® I say: The ‘Allaamah al-Albaanee
described al-Aloosee as being, “the last of the verifiers
(muhaqgigeen).” In this, there requires scrutiny. Al-Aloosee filled
his book, “at-Tafseer”, with great evils, and he transmitted at-
tafseer al-ishaaree, (Indicative tafseer) of the deviant Soofees,
confirming for them, (their beliefs) and praising them. And it is
like Tafseer al-Baatinee (tafseer of the hidden meanings of the

17 Ma’aarijul-Qubool 1/74
18 Lawaam'ih 1/349
19 As-Silsilah al-Ahadeeth as-Saheehah 1/6/364
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Qur’aan) which amounts to distortion of the meanings of the
Qur’aan, not only interpretation of it, rather with tahreef
(distortion) which leads to the total invalidation of one’s Islaam.

Ibn Hazm said: “And an-Nubuwwah (prophethood) is revelation
from Allaah, that the one who is inspired, knows a matter, acts
in accordance to it, and he did not know it (the revelation)
beforehand. And the risaalah (Messengership) is Prophethood
plus something more; and it is that he is sent to some of the
creation with some matter. And there is no difference of opinion
in this.”20

al-Khattaabee said: “And the difference between the prophet
and the messenger is that the prophet is informed with (some)
news... and the messenger is commanded with conveyance of
what he was imparted and informed with. So every messenger
is a prophet but not every prophet is a messenger. “?!

Ibn ‘Uthaymeen said: “The prophet is one who Allaah reveals
legislation to, and he is not commanded with conveyance of it.
Rather he acts upon it within himself, without it being necessary
that he convey it. The messenger is the one who Allaah revealed
(His) legislation to and he is commanded to convey it and act
upon it. So every messenger is a prophet but not every prophet
is a messenger.”?2

Ibn Abil-'Izz al-Hanafee said, after mentioning some speech, “So
every messenger is a prophet but not every prophet is a
messenger.”2

So you see these many clear statements in confirmation of this great

principle and it is: Every messenger is a prophet but not every prophet

is a messenger. And you have seen that the statements distinguishing

20 Al-Muhla 1/50

21 Al-Imaam al-Khattaabee wa Minhajuhu fil-’ Aqeedah pg-333-334
22 Majmoo” al-Fatawaa 1/313-314

2 Sharhut-Tahaawee page 157
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between them (prophet and messenger) are the declarations of the
majority of the "ulamaa.
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»

Section 1:
Differences between Prophets and Messengers

1.1 The First: The Prophet is the One who Allaah Informs

The prophet is the one who Allaah informs, meaning: He communicates
with him, so he is therefore a prophet. As for the messenger, he is not a
messenger until - in addition to the fact that Allaah inspired him (with
information) - He sends him forth. So due to this, they say: Allaah made

Muhammad (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) a prophet with His statement,
glorified be He:

{3 AT a2l Ty
Read! In the Name of your Lord Who has created (all that exists).
[Sooratul-’Alaqg, 96:1]

And He dispatched him (as a messenger) with:
¢@oLbsy
Arise and warn!

[Sooratul-Muddath-thir, 74:2]

And this is very clear since the Prophethood of our Prophet (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) preceded his being dispatched (as a messenger).



Differences between Prophets and Messengers

Likewise, this is how every messenger was sent. Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn
Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy on him, said:

“So the one who Allaah informs, he is a prophet. It is the same whether
he informs someone else of that (message) or if he does not. So that with
which our Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) became a Prophet with is
the fact that Allaah informed him..just as the Messenger is the one
whom Allaah has dispatched.”



Differences Between Prophets and Messengers

1.2 The Second: Most of the Messengers were Sent to a Disbelieving
People

Allaah said:
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The people of Nooh (Noah) belied the Messengers.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:105]

And the most High said:
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‘Aad (people of) belied the Messengers. When their brother Hood said
to them: "Will you not fear Allaah and obey Him?" Verily I am a

trustworthy Messenger to you.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:123-125]

And the most High said:
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Thamood (people of) belied the Messengers. When their brother
Saalih said to them: "Will you not fear Allaah and obey Him?" I am a
trustworthy Messenger to you.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:141-143]

And the Most High said:
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The people of Loot (Lot) (who dwelt in the town of Sodom in
Palestine) belied the Messengers. When their brother Loot (Lot) said to
them: "Will you not fear Allaah and obey Him?" Verily I am a

trustworthy Messenger to you.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:160-162]

And the Most High said:
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The dwellers of Al-Aiyka (near Madyan (Midian)) belied the
Messengers. When Shu'ayb said to them: "Will you not fear Allaah

(and obey Him)?" I am a trustworthy Messenger to you.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:176-178]

And Allaah said concerning Ibraaheem:
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And (remember) Ibraaheem (Abraham) when he said to his people:
"Worship Allaah (Alone), and fear Him, that is better for you if you did
but know." You worship besides Allaah only idols, and you only
invent falsehood.

[Sooratul-’ Ankaboot, 29:16-17]

And Allaah the Most High said:
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And (remember) when Ibraaheem (Abraham) said to his father Azar:
"Do you take idols as aliha (gods)? Verily, I see you and your people in
manifest error."
[Sooratul-An’aam, 6:74]

And Allaah said concerning Moosaa:
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And indeed We sent Moosaa (Moses) with Our Ayaat (proofs,
evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.) and a manifest
authority. To Fir'awn (Pharaoh) and his chiefs, but they followed the

command of Fir'awn (Pharaoh)...
[Soorah Hood, 11:96-97]

And the Most High said:
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And indeed We sent Moosaa (Moses) with Our Ayaah (signs, proofs,

and evidences) (saying): "Bring out your people from darkness into
light, and remind them of the annals of Allaah.
[Soorah Ibraaheem, 14:5]

And Allaah made Moosaa's brother Haaroon to share in his

Messengership. Allaah said, addressing Moosaa and Haaroon (telling
them to) go to Fir'awn:
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"Go, both of you, to Fir'awn (Pharaoh), verily, he has transgressed (all
bounds in disbelief and disobedience and behaved as an arrogant and
as a tyrant)." And speak to him mildly, perhaps he may accept

admonition or fear Allaah." They said: "Our Lord! Verily we fear lest

he should hasten to punish us or lest he should transgress (all bounds
against us)." He (Allaah) said: "Fear not, verily I am with you both,
hearing and seeing. “So go you both to him, and say: “Verily, we are

Messengers of your Lord'...
[Soorah Taa Haa, 20:43-47]

o

And the Most High said:
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And indeed We gave Moosaa (Moses) the Scripture (the Tawraat
(Torah)) and placed his brother Haaroon (Aaron) with him as a helper;
And We said: "Go you both to the people who have denied Our
Ayaat"...
[Sooratul-Furqaan, 25:35-36]

And Allaah said concerning Yoonus:
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And, verily, Yoonus (Jonah) was one of the Messengers. When he ran
to the laden ship: He (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the losers.
Then a (big) fish swallowed him as he had done an act worthy of
blame. Had he not been of them who glorify Allaah, He would have
indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) till the Day of Resurrection.
But We cast him forth on the naked shore while he was sick, And We
caused a plant of gourd to grow over him. And We sent him to a
hundred thousand (people) or even more. And they believed; so We
gave them enjoyment for a while.

[Sooratus-Saaffaat, 37:139-148]

And the Most High said:
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Was there any town (community) that believed (after seeing the
punishment), and its Faith (at that moment) saved it (from the
punishment)? (The answer is none) - except the people of Yoonus
(Jonah); when they believed, We removed from them the torment of
disgrace in the life of the (present) world, and permitted them to enjoy

for a while.
[Soorah Yoonus, 10:98]

And the Most High said concerning Yoosuf:
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And indeed Yoosuf (Joseph) did come to you, in times gone by, with
clear signs, but you ceased not to doubt in that which he did bring to
you: till when he died you said: "No Messenger will Allaah
send after him..."

[Soorah Ghaafir, 40:34]

And the Most High said mentioning about 'Eesaa:
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"O Children of Israa’eel! I am the Messenger of Allaah unto you,
confirming the Tawraat ((Torah) which came) before me, and giving
glad tidings of a Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be
Ahmed." But when he (Ahmed i.e. Muhammad (peace be upon him))
came to them with clear proofs, they said: "This is plain magic."
[Sooratus-Saff, 61:6]

And the Most High said:
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Then when 'Eesaa (Jesus) came to know of their disbelief, he said:
"Who will be my helpers in Allaah's Cause?" Al-Hawaariyyoon (the
disciples) said: "We are the helpers of Allaah; we believe in Allaah,
and bear witness that we are Muslims." Our Lord! We believe in what
You have sent down, and we follow the Messenger (‘Eesaa (Jesus)) so
write us down among those who bear witness. And they (disbelievers)
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plotted (to kill 'Eesaa (Jesus) peace be upon him), and Allaah plotted
too. And Allaah is the Best of those who plot.
[Soorah Aali-‘Imraan, 3:52-54]

And the Most High said concerning the Imaam of the righteous, the
leader of the Messengers:

(810,055
Muhammad (peace be upon him) is the Messenger of Allaah.
[Sooratul-Fath, 48:29]

And the Most High said:
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Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) "O mankind! Verily, I am
sent to you all as the Messenger of Allaah - to Whom belongs the
dominion of the heavens and the earth.
[Sooratul-A’araaf, 7:158]

And the Most High said:
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Truly, you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) are one of the
Messengers, On the Straight Path. (This is a Revelation) sent down by
the All-Mighty, the Most Merciful, In order that you may warn a

people whose forefathers were not warned, so they are heedless.
[Soorah Yaa Seen, 36:3-6]

And the Most High said:
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...nor sent to them before you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him))
any warner (Messenger).
[Sooratus-Saba, 34:44]

And the Most High said:
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Thus have We sent you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) to a
community before whom other communities have passed away, in
order that you might recite unto them what We have revealed to you,

while they disbelieve in the Most Gracious (Allaah).
[Sooratur-Ra’d, 13:30]

And Allaah said concerning the general sending of Messengers to the
disbelievers:
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Then We sent Our Messengers in succession. Every time there came to

a nation their Messenger, they denied him...
[Sooratul-Mu’minoon, 23:44]

And the Most High said:

10
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And how many a Prophet have We sent amongst the men of old. And

never came there a Prophet to them but they used to mock at him.
[Sooratuz-Zukhruf, 43:6-7]2

And the Prophets (nabiyyoon) mentioned here are the Messengers, based
on the wording of the verses.

And the Most High said:
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Indeed, We sent Messengers before you (O Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) amongst the sects (communities) of old. And never came a

Messenger to them but they did mock him.
[Sooratul-Hijr, 15:10-11]

2 Publisher’s note: Tafseer Sooratuz-Zukhruf, 43:6-7
6. And how many a Prophet have We sent amongst the men of old.

7. And never came there a Prophet to them but they used to mock at him.

Imaam as-Sa'dee, may Allaah have mercy upon him, said:

The Most High is saying:

Certainly, this is our tradition in dealing with the creation, that We will not leave them
disregarded and untended. Rather “how many a Prophet We sent amongst the men of
o0ld” commanding the people with the worship of Allaah alone, who has no partners, and
despite that there still remains denial and rejection present within the nations.

“And never came there a Prophet to them but they used to mock at him”...in disbelief

with regards to that which they (the Messengers) came with and haughtiness towards the
truth. (Tayseerul-Kareem ar-Rahmaan, page 729)

11
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So these are clear evidences that Allaah sent the Messengers to
disbelieving people. Unlike the Prophets; for verily most of them were
sent to believing people. The Messenger of Allaah said: "The children of
Isra'eel used to be ruled and guided by prophets. Whenever a prophet
died, another would take his place..."?

And the Most High said:
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Verily, We did send down the Tawraat (Torah) (to Moosaa (Moses))
therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, who submitted
themselves to Allaah's Will, judged for the Jews.

[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:44]

And this distinction is clear and known.

25 Agreed upon. al-Bukhaaree from the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah. The full text of the hadeeth
is as follows: "The Children of Israa'eel used to be ruled and guided by Prophets. Whenever
a Prophet died another would take his place. There will be no Prophet after me, but there
will be Caliphs who will increase in number." The people asked, "O Allaah's Messenger!
What do you order us to do?" He said,"Obey the one who was given the Bay’ah (pledge)

first. Fulfill their rights, for Allaah will ask them about any shortcoming in ruling those
whom Allaah has placed under their guardianship."

12



Differences between Prophets and Messengers

1.3 The Third: The Messenger is Sent with the Language of His People

The Most High said:
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And We sent not a Messenger except with the language of his people,

in order that he might make (the Message) clear for them.
[Soorah Ibraaheem, 14:4]

This verse makes clear that the Messengers are sent only to their people,
with the exception of our Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). For
verily Allaah sent him to all of the creation, jinn and mankind. This verse
informs us that every messenger speaks and addresses his people with
their language, and there is no exception to this as far as we know. This
is the view of the scholars of tafseer and hadeeth.

Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy on him said:

As for His wisdom in sending human beings (as messengers), it has been
mentioned that it is like this because he (the human messenger) is from
their species and he speaks with their tongue (language) and (this) is
more complete in terms of wisdom and mercy...26

Ash-Shawkaanee, may Allaah have mercy on him, said (About the
aforementioned verse):

Meaning, having their tongue and speaking their language, because if it
is like that then the one who is sent to them will be understood with
regard to what he says to them, and that would be easy upon them. As
opposed to if he was sent with the tongue of other than their tongue;
then they would not understand what he says, and would not

26 An-Nubuwwaat (page 243)
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Differences between Prophets and Messengers

understand what he is addressing them with until they study that
language for a long time; even if they took a long time to learn the
language, it would still be hard upon them to understand it. For this
reason, Allaah, glorified be He, explained His favour upon His slaves
with His statement: "...to clarify to them..." meaning: to clarify to them
what Allaah has commanded them with in His sharee’ah which He
legislated for them.?

I (the author) say: And from that which adds clarity to this issue is the
fact that our Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was sent to all of the
creation, but his message was in the language of his people, and they
were Arabs; because they were specific to him (i.e. he was an Arab) and
were near to him and this is very clear.

And the Most High said:
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And indeed We know that they (polytheists and pagans) say: "It is only
a human being who teaches him (Muhammad (peace be upon him))"
The tongue of the man they refer to is foreign, while this (the Qur'aan)

is a clear Arabic tongue.
[Sooratun-Nahl, 16:103]

And the Most High said:
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And truly, this (the Qur'aan) is a revelation from the Lord of the
'Alameen (mankind, jinn and all that exists), which the trustworthy

27 Fathul-Qadeer 3/94
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Rooh (Jibreel) has brought down upon your heart (O Muhammad
(peace be upon him)) that you may be (one) of the warners, in the plain
Arabic language.

[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:192-195]

And the Most High said:
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Verily, We have made it a Qur'aan in Arabic that you may be able to

understand (its meanings and its admonitions).
[Sooratuz-Zukhruf, 43:3]

Perhaps someone may ask: “was there a messenger sent with other than the
language of his people?”

The response is: This is not necessary but what is necessary is that the

Messengers are sent with the language of their people based on the
apparent meaning of the (aforementioned) verse.

15



Differences between Prophets and Messengers

1.4 The Fourth: The Messengers Continue Conveying the Religion of
Allaah to their People up Until they embrace Islaam or Allaah
Destroys them

The Most High said:
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Then We sent Our Messengers in succession. Every time there came to
a nation their Messenger, they denied him, so We made them follow
one another (to destruction), and We made them as Ahaadeeth (the
true stories for mankind to learn a lesson from them). So away with a
people who believe not!

[Sooratul-Mu’minoon, 23:44]

And the Most High said:
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And never came there a Prophet to them but they used to mock at him.
Then We destroyed men stronger (in power) than these - and the
example of the ancients has passed away (before them).
[Sooratuz-Zukhruf, 43:7-8]

And the Most High said:
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Differences between Prophets and Messengers

Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them but they
used to mock at him. Do they not see how many of the generations We
have destroyed before them?

[Soorah Yaa Seen, 36:30-31]

And the Most High said:
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And many a town (population) revolted against the Command of its
Lord and His Messengers; and We called it to a severe account (i.e.
torment in this worldly life), and We shall punish it with a horrible
torment (in Hell in the Hereafter).

[Sooratut-Talaaq, 65:8]
And the Most High said:
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And We sent no Prophet unto any town (and they denied him), but We
seized its people with suffering from extreme poverty (or loss of
wealth) and loss of health (and calamities), so that they might
humiliate themselves (and repent to Allaah). Then We changed the
evil for the good, until they increased in number and in wealth, and
said: "Our fathers were touched with evil (loss of health and
calamities) and with good (prosperity)." So We seized them all of a
sudden while they were unaware.

[Sooratul-A’araaf, 7:94-95]
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And there is no ambiguity in the mentioning of the Messengers here
with the wording "prophets" because the intended meaning of the
Prophets here is the Messengers.

And the proof is His statement, glorified be He: “And We sent no
Prophet...” So it is an irsaal (sending) that is absolute. The proof is at the
end of the verse, and that is His statement: “So We seized them all of a
sudden...”

And it is not for the messenger that he should leave or abandon his
people to go to another people and preoccupy himself with the worship
of Allaah. Rather, he is to be patient until Allaah judges between him and
his people. Reflect on (the story of) Nooh, Hood, Saalih, Loot, Shu'ayb,
Moosaa, ‘Eesaa and Muhammad, upon all of them be peace. Allaah
admonished Yoonus, upon him be peace, when he fled to the laden ship.
Rather, He reprimanded him. The Most High said:
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And, verily, Yoonus (Jonah) was one of the Messengers. When he ran
to the laden ship: He (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among the losers.
Then a (big) fish swallowed him as he had done an act worthy of
blame. Had he not been of them who glorify Allaah, He would have
indeed remained inside its belly (the fish) till the Day of Resurrection.
[Sooratus-Saaffaat, 37:139-144]

And the Most High said:
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And (remember) Dhan-Noon (Jonah), when he went off in anger, and
imagined that We shall not punish him (i.e. the calamities which had
befallen him)! But he cried through the darkness (saying): Laa ilaaha

illa Anta (none has the right to be worshipped but You (O, Allaah))
Glorified (and Exalted) are You (above all that (evil) they associate

with You). Truly, I have been of the wrong-doers.” So We answered his

call, and delivered him from the distress. And thus We do deliver the

believers (who believe in the Oneness of Allaah, abstain from evil and

work righteousness).
[Sooratul-Anbiyaa’, 21:87-88]

So in these verses, there is evidence that the Messenger is charged with

continuing in conveying Islaam to his people until Allaah judges
between him and them.
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1.5 The Fifth: The Messengers’ Legislation was Different in Most
Cases

The Most High said:
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To each among you, We have prescribed a law and a clear way.
[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:48]

And Allaah said about 'Eesaa, upon him be peace,
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...and to make lawful to you part of what was forbidden to you...
[Soorah Aali-'Imraan, 3:50]

And He said concerning Muhammad (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam):
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...he releases them from their heavy burdens (of Allaah's Covenant),

and from the fetters (bindings) that were upon them.
[Sooratul-A’araaf, 7:157]

And the Prophet (sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "And the war booty
has been made halal for me, and the earth has been made for me a place
of worship (masjid) and a thing to purify."

28 Agreed upon, from the hadeeth of Jaabir (radiyallaahu ‘anhu) The full text of the hadeeth is
as follows: "The Prophet (sallaallaahu alayhi wa sallam) said: "1 have been given five things
which were not given to anyone else before me:

< Allaah made me victorious by awe (by His frightening my enemies) for a

distance of one month’s journey. %
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This is different from the Prophets, for most of them were upon the

sharee’ah of the Messengers. So most of the prophets of banee israa’eel

were upon the sharee’ah of Moosaa, upon him be peace.

The earth has been made for me and for my followers a place for praying and a
thing that purifies. Therefore any one of my followers can pray wherever he is at
the time for prayer.

The war booty has been made halaal to me yet it was not halaal to anyone else
before me.

I'have been given the right of intercession on the Day of Resurrection.

Every Prophet used to be sent to his nation only, but I have been sent to all of

mankind.
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1.6 The Sixth: The First of the Messengers was Nooh (‘alayhi salaam)

Abu Hurayrah narrated that the Messenger (sallaallaahu “alayhi wa sallam)
when discussing the major intercession of the Day of Judgement said:
"...So they will go to Nooh and they will say, 'O Nooh, verily you were
the first messenger sent to the people of the earth..."?

Rather, Allaah the Most High has said:
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Verily, We have sent the revelation to you (O Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) as We sent the revelation to Nooh (Noah) and the Prophets

after him...
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:163]

And from the hadeeth of Anas (Ibn Maalik), the Prophet (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "..But go to Nooh for verily he was the first
messenger sent to the inhabitants of the earth..."%

And from the marfoo” hadeeth of Tbn 'Abbaas, may Allaah be pleased with
them both, that he (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "...Go to Nooh, the
first of the Prophets..."#! and this wording is also from the hadeeth of Anas
(Ibn Malik).3

So the hadeeth is clear that the first of the Messengers was Nooh even
though he was preceded by other Prophets, the first of them being
Aadam. And there were between him and Aadam ten generations as has
been authentically narrated from the Prophet (sallaallachu ‘alayhi wa

sallam).

29 Al-Bukhaaree 8/395, Muslim 1/ 184, from the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah
30 Al-Bukhaaree 13/392, Muslim 1/180, from the hadeeth of Anas

31 Ahmad 1/281

32 Ahmad 3/247
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1.7 The Seventh: The Difference Between the Number of Prophets and
Messengers

And there has come from the hadeeth of Abee Umaamah, may Allaah be
pleased with him that he said: A man came and asked, "O Messenger of
Allaah, was Aadam a prophet?" He (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) replied,
"Yes, Allaah spoke to him." He said, "How long was the time span
between him and Nooh?" He (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, "Ten
generations.” He said, "O Messenger of Allaah! How many Messengers
were there?" He (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) replied, "Three hundred
and fifteen; a very large number."3

33 Ibn Hibbaan 14/69 and Ibn Mundih in at-Tawheed 2/141- no.571; who said: "This isnaad is
authentic upon the conditions of Muslim and the group (The six authentic books of hadeeth)
with the exception of al-Bukhaaree.” And Al-Haakim 2/262 said: "This is an authentic
hadeeth upon the conditions of Muslim, even though he did not record it." And Adh-
Dhahabee agreed with him; and At-Tabaraanee in al-Kabeer 8/140. And the wording is al-
Haakim's (version). And with Ibn Abee Haatim there is no mention of the number of the
Messengers. And the hadeeth is confirmed from the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).
And it has another route of transmission with Ahmad 5/265. 'Alee Ibn Yazeed al-Alhaanee
from al-Qaasim from Abu Umaamah in a marfoo’ form. And in it are the words, "...O
Messenger of Allaah, how many was the number of the Prophets?" He said, "124,000. The
Messengers from that were 315, a very large number." In this narration there is mention of
the number of the Prophets and this hadeeth is very weak because ‘Alee Ibn Yazeed al-

Alhaanee is very weak.
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1.8 The Eighth: The Saving of the Messengers

Verily Allaah saved the Messengers at the time when He, glorified be
He, destroyed their people. Allaah said concerning Nooh (‘alayhis-
salaam):
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And We saved him and those with him in the laden ship. Then We

drowned the rest (disbelievers) thereafter.
[Sooratus- Shu’araa, 26:119-120]

So He, glorified be He, destroyed the people of the earth and He saved
Nooh and those who were with him.

And He said concerning Hood (‘alayhis-salaam):
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And when Our Commandment came, We saved Hood and those who
believed with him by a Mercy from Us, and We saved them from a
severe torment.
[Soorah Hood, 11:58]

And He said concerning Saalih (‘alayhis-salaam):
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So when Our Commandment came, We saved Saalih and those who

believed with him by a Mercy from Us, and from the disgrace...
[Soorah Hood, 11:66]

And He said concerning Loot (‘alayhis-salaam):
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So We saved him and his family, all, Except an old woman (his wife)
among those who remained behind. Then afterward We destroyed the

others.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:170-172]

And He said concerning Shu'ayb (‘alayhis-salaam):
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And when Our Commandment came, We saved Shu'ayb and those

who believed with him by a Mercy from Us.
[Soorah Hood, 11:94]

And He said concerning Moosaa (‘alayhis-salaam):
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And We saved Moosaa (Moses) and all those with him. Then We

drowned the others.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:65-66]

And when the Jews wanted to kill 'Eesaa (‘alayhis-salaam), Allaah raised
him up. The Most High said:
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...But they killed him not, nor crucified him, but the resemblance of
'Eesaa (Jesus) was put over another man (and they killed that man),
and those who differ therein are full of doubts. They have no (certain)
knowledge, they follow nothing but conjecture. For surely; they killed
him not (i.e. 'Eesaa (Jesus), son of Maryam (Mary) (peace be upon
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them)) But Allaah raised him ('Eesaa (Jesus)) up (with his body and
soul) unto Himself...
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:157-158]

And when the disbelievers of the Quraysh wanted to kill our Prophet
(sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), Allaah saved him. Then the Jews wanted to
kill him, so Allaah saved him. Then the hypocrites wanted to kill him, so
Allaah saved him. The attempts to kill the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) were of various types and with all of that, Allaah saved him.
As opposed to the Prophets, from amongst them were those who were
killed.

As Allaah said addressing the Jews:
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"Why then have you killed the Prophets of Allaah aforetime, if you

indeed have been believers?"
[Sooratul-Bagarah, 2:91]

And He also said:
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...and killed the Prophets wrongfully.
[Sooratul-Baqgarah, 2:61]

And Allaah mentioned their killing in the rest of the suwar (chapters)
with the term ‘al-Anbiyaa’ (Prophets) and ‘an-Nabiyyeen’ (Prophets), not

with the term ar-Rusul (Messengers)

And the saving of the Messengers is actualized in two ways:
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1. Allaah saves them whilst destroying their people (opponents).
2. Allaah saved them (the Messengers) from their people killing

them, because their people came with great plots and from them
is plotting to kill the Messengers.
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1.9 The Ninth: The Messengers were Denied by their People

The Most High said:
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Likewise, no Messenger came to those before them but they said: "A

sorcerer or a madman!"
[Sooratudh-Dhaariyaat, 51:52]

Look at this generality in the denial of the Messengers and the
accusations cast upon them of sorcery, madness and other than that.

And the Most High said:
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Alas for mankind! There never came a Messenger to them but they
used to mock at him.

[Soorah Yaa Seen, 36:30]

As for the Prophets, the majority of them did not encounter this. It has
already preceded that most of the Messengers came with a new sharee’ah
(legislation). As opposed to the Prophets, the majority of them ruled with
the sharee’ah of the one who preceded them.

The Most High said:
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Verily, We did send down the Tawraat (Torah) (to Moosaa (Moses))
therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, who submitted
themselves...

[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:44]
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So the one who ruled with the sharee’ah of the one who preceded him, in
most instances did not encounter denial.
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1.10 The Tenth: There are Specific Rights of the Messengers

The Most High said:

§ULHT A o E15 30,050 22 gy
Muhammad (peace be upon him) is no more than a Messenger, and

indeed (many) Messengers have passed away before him.
[Soorah Aali-'Imraan, 3:144]

And the Most High said:
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The Messiah ('Eesaa (Jesus)) son of Maryam (Mary), was no more than
a Messenger; many were the Messengers that passed away before him.
[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:75]

And the Most High said:
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Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) "I am not a new thing among
the Messengers (of Allaah) (i.e. I am not the first Messenger) nor do I
know what will be done with me or with you. I only follow that which
is revealed to me, and I am but a plain warner."
[Sooratul-Ahqaaf, 46:9]

And this restriction lets us know that there does not remain any rank
over the rank of Messengership reached by a slave from amongst the
slaves of Allaah. So the Messiah, son of Maryam, for whom the
Christians claimed ‘uloohiyyah (divinity), then Allaah clarified the affair
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in the (aforementioned) verse, that He gave him (‘Eesaa) messengership;
of which there is no rank above it except the rank of ‘uloohiyyah.
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1.11 The Eleventh: The Agreement amongst the Scholars upon One
Statement - that Maryam, Aasiyah, Haajar and the Mother of Moosaa —
were not Messengers...

...But they (the Scholars) disagreed about their prophethood. And their
differing about their prophethood proves that the station of the prophet
is lower than the station of the messenger. With regards to the differing
about their prophethood, the majority of differing occurred with regards
to the prophethood of Maryam, upon her be peace. And the proofs
which those who claim she is a prophet use to establish her
prophethood, actually do not prove that, however, this is not the place
for clarification of that. The majority of the scholars are in agreement that
Maryam, upon her be peace, was not a prophet. And more than one of
the Scholars have transmitted this saying.

Ibn Katheer said: "That which Ahlus-Sunnah wal Jamaa'ah are upon, and
that which the Shaykh, Abul-Hasan al-Ash'aree has transmitted from
them - is that there were no women from amongst the prophets. And,
there were only from amongst them (the women) siddigaat, as the Most
High said informing about the most noble of them, Maryam bint Imraan
when He said:
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The Messiah (‘Eesaa (Jesus)) son of Maryam (Mary), was no more than
a Messenger; many were the Messengers that passed away before him.
His mother (Maryam (Mary)) was a Siddiqah (i.e. she believed in the
words of Allaah and His Books (see Verse 66:12)) They both used to eat
food (as any other human being, while Allaah does not eat).
[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:75]

So He described her in the most noble of stations being siddigiyyah (a
person who always speaks the truth). So if she was a prophet, He would
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have mentioned that in place of nobility and greatness. So she is a
siddeeqah based upon the text of the Qur'aan. "# [End of his words]

And some of them (the scholars) have reported a consensus on there not
being any prophets from amongst them (women), but there is a
difference of opinion. al-Qurtubee, Ibn Hazm and others believe that the
stronger opinion is that she was a Prophet. And yet others report a
consensus on the prophethood of Maryam (specifically), and this is more
distant than the first.

34 Tafseer Ibn Katheer 2/514
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1.12 The Twelfth: The Virtue of the Messengers over the Prophets

Verily Allaah has preferred some prophets over others. The Most High
said:
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...We have preferred some of the Prophets above others, and to
Daawood (David) We gave the Zaboor (Psalms).
[Sooratul-Israa, 17:55]

And He preferred the Messengers over the Prophets. The Most High
said:
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Those Messengers! We preferred some to others; to some of them
Allaah spoke (directly); others He raised to degrees (of honour); and to
'Eesaa (Jesus), the son of Maryam (Mary), We gave clear proofs and
evidences, and supported him with Roohul-Qudus (Jibreel (Gabriel))
[Sooratul-Bagarah, 2:253]

And the Most High said:

-
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And indeed We gave knowledge to Daawood (David) and Sulaymaan
(Solomon), and they both said: "All the praises and thanks be to
Allaah, Who has preferred us above many of His believing slaves!”
[Sooratun-Naml, 27:15]
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Differences between Prophets and Messengers

'Many' as mentioned (in their statement) is an indication that those who
were preferred above them were few, and those who were preferred
above them are none other than the Messengers.

Ibnul-Qayyim, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: "And thus was His
selection of the Prophets from the children of Aadam, upon him and
them be peace (and they) were 124,000. And His selection of the
Messengers from them were 313 based on the hadeeth of Abee Dharr
which Ahmad narrated, also Ibn Hibbaan in his as-Saheeh. And His
selection of the Ulil-"Azm (Messengers of Strong will) from amongst
them; and they were five, mentioned in Sooratul-Ahzaab and Sooratush-
Shoorah, in His, the Most High'’s Statement,
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And (remember) when We took from the Prophets their covenant, and
from you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) and from Nooh (Noah),

Ibraaheem (Abraham), Moosaa (Moses), and 'Eesaa (Jesus), son of
Maryam (Mary).
[Sooratul-Ahzaab, 33:7]

And the Most High said:
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He (Allaah) has ordained for you the same religion which He ordained
for Nooh (Noah), and that which We have revealed to you (O
Muhammad (peace be upon him)) and that which We ordained for
Ibraaheem (Abraham), Moosaa (Moses) and 'Eesaa (Jesus) saying you
should establish religion (i.e. to do what it orders you to do
practically), and make no divisions in it (religion) (i.e. various sects in
religion).
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Differences between Prophets and Messengers

[Sooratush-Shoorah, 42:13]"%
Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah said:

The Messenger is the one who was brought up amongst the disbelievers
who had no prophet (amongst them). He is better than others from the
point of view of Allaah's aiding of him with knowledge, guidance, help
and strength, as was (His Help) for Nooh and Ibraaheem.36

As-Safaareenee said: "The Messenger is better than the Prophet by
consensus; due to his distinction of messengership which is better than
prophethood."?”

Al-Maawardee said: "The Messenger is a higher rank than the Prophet."3

Al-Haafidh Ibn Katheer said: "There is no difference of opinion (over the
fact that) the Messengers are better than the rest of the Prophets; and the
Messengers of strong will are the best of them."?®

Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah said: "The best of His Awliyaa" are His
Prophets and the best of His Prophets are the Messengers from amongst
them. And the best of the Messengers are the Messengers of strong
will."#

And al-Qurtubee, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: "It is known that
one who is sent (as a messenger) is better than one who was not sent. So
verily the one who is sent is better than other than him with regards to
the messengership but they are equal in regards to prophethood."4

3 Az-Zaadul-Ma'ad 1/11-12

36 Majmoo’ al-Fataawa 15/131

37 Lawaama ul-Anwaar 1/50

38 I'laamun-Nubuwwah page 38

39 Tafseer Ibn Katheer 3/47

40 gl-Furqaan Bayna Awliya’ur-Rahmaan wa Awliya Ash-Shaytaan page 7
41 Tafseer al-Qurtubee 3/263
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Two (Separate) Messengers are not Sent to One People

)

Section 2:
Two (Separate) Messengers are not Sent
to One People

The evidences from the Qur’aan and the Prophetic Sunnah prove that
every messenger from the messengers was sent to a specific people. Just
look at (the examples of) Nooh, Hood, Saalih, Loot, Shu’ayb, Moosaa,
‘Eesaa and Muhammad, prayers and peace be upon them all. It has never
occurred, as far as I know, that two messengers were sent to the same
people; as opposed to the Prophets. More than one Prophet can share the
same people at the same time, and this occurred often. So Ya’qoob was a
Prophet and his son Yoosuf was a Prophet and a Messenger. Daawood
and Sulaymaan were two Prophet-Kings at the same time. It is also
possible that a Prophet and a Messenger may exist during the same
period; as was the case of ‘Eesaa, upon him be peace, who was a
Messenger and Yahyaa who was a Prophet and they existed at the same
time.

Note: Someone may say: Was not Haaroon, upon him be peace, a
Messenger along with Moosaa?

The response: Yes, he was a Messenger; but as a follower of Moosaa and
not independently. So Allaah chose Moosaa as a Messenger to Fir'awn
and brought him up under His Eye (i.e. He watched over him) so that he
could be such (a Messenger). So when Allaah sent Moosaa, he sought
from Allaah that He make his brother Haaroon as a helper to him in his
messengership. So Allaah granted that (request) to Moosaa. He, glorified
be He, said:
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And appoint for me a helper from my family, Haaroon (Aaron), my
brother. Increase my strength with him, And let him share my task (of

conveying Allaah's Message and Prophethood).
[Soorah Taa Haa, 20:29-32]

And the Most High said, mentioning Moosaa:
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"And my brother Haaroon (Aaron) - he is more eloquent in speech than
me: so send him with me as a helper to confirm me. Verily I fear that
they will belie me." Allaah said: "We will strengthen your arm through
your brother, and give you both power, so they shall not be able to
harm you: with Our Ayaat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs,
revelations, etc.)...

[Sooratul-Qasas, 28:34-35]
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»

Section 3:
The Different Levels of Virtue
Between the Messengers

There has already preceded, the statement of Allaah the Most High:
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Those Messengers! We preferred some to others; to some of them
Allaah spoke (directly); others He raised to degrees (of honour); and to

'Eesaa (Jesus), the son of Maryam (Mary), We gave clear proofs and
evidences, and supported him with Roohil-Qudus (Jibreel (Gabriel))

[Sooratul-Baqarah, 2:253]

So this is a text concerning the different levels of precedence among the

Messengers specifically.

Ibnul-Qayyim (may Allaah have Mercy upon him) said when discussing
the levels of mukallafeen:®2

The first level, and it is the highest, is the rank of Messengership...the
second level: regarding other than them from the Messengers; the
preferment of some over others. The third level: those who were not sent

# Translator’s note: A mukallaf is one who is commissioned or charged with a duty. One

who is responsible and liable to do something.
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The Different Levels of Virtue Between the Messengers

as messengers to their nations. They had prophethood but not
messengership...#?

And the popular (opinion) with the people of knowledge is that the best
of the Messengers are five, and they have been mentioned in His, the
Most High, statement:
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And (remember) when We took from the Prophets their covenant, and
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from you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) and from Nooh (Noah),
Ibraaheem (Abraham), Moosaa (Moses), and 'Eesaa (Jesus), son of
Maryam (Mary). We took from them a strong covenant.
[Sooratul-Ahzaab, 33:7]

And His, the Most High, statement:
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He (Allaah) has ordained for you the same religion (Islaamic
Monotheism) which He ordained for Nooh (Noah), and that which We
have revealed to you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) and that
which We ordained for Ibraaheem (Abraham), Moosaa (Moses) and
'Eesaa (Jesus) saying you should establish religion (i.e. to do what it
orders you to do practically), and make no divisions in it (religion) (i.e.
various sects in religion).

[Sooratush-Shoorah, 42:13]

43 Tareequl-Hijratayn wa Baabus-Sa'aadatayn (page 514-516)
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The Different Levels of Virtue Between the Messengers

Ibn Katheer said in his fafseer: "There is no differing that Muhammad
(sallallaahu “alayhi wa sallam) is preferred amongst them, then Ibraaheem,
then Moosaa then ‘Eesaa (‘alayhimus-salaam)"+

As-Safaareenee said:

The scholars differ concerning who follows the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) in virtue from amongst them. The popular opinion and it was
the choice of Ibn Hajr in the explanation of Saheeh al-Bukhaaree, is that it
is Ibraaheem (upon him be peace), the khaleel of ar-Rahmaan due to what
is narrated that Ibraaheem is the best of the creation with the exception
of Muhammad (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) by consensus. So he is better
than Moosaa, ‘Eesaa and Nooh, upon them all be peace; and these three
are better than the rest of the Prophets and Messengers.

Al-Haafidh Ibn Hajr said: "I am not settled upon saying which one is
better than the other and that which makes the soul tranquil is that the
best is Moosaa, then “Eessa then Nooh, upon them all be peace"®

And the issue has been differed over; some of them have reported
consensus upon what Ibn Hajr mentioned, but that is not correct.

Note: The hadeeth - "The best of the children of Aadam are five: Nooh,
Ibraaheem, ‘Eesaa, Moosaa and Muhammad. The best of them is
Muhammad; prayers and peace be upon all of them." Al-Albaanee
mentioned it in Dha’eef al-Jaami’ (i.e. it is a weak hadeeth).4

4 Tafseer Ibn Katheer, Vol. 3 (Page 47)
45 Fathul-Baaree 2/300
46 Dha’eef al-Jaami’ #2876
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The Difference Between the Prophet-King and the Slave...

»

Section 4:
The Difference Between the Prophet-King and the
Slave-Messenger

Know that the Prophets are divided in to two categories:

& The 1+ Prophets who were Slave-Messengers
£ The 2~ Those who were Prophet-Kings

Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy on him said:

The Prophets, upon them be peace, are divided in to (two categories): the
Slave-Messenger and the Prophet-King. And Allaah gave Muhammad
(sallaallaahu “alayhi wa sallam) the choice between him being a Slave-
Messenger or a Prophet-King. So he (sallaallaahu “alayhi wa sallam) chose
to be a Slave-Messenger...so the Prophet-King does what Allaah has
made obligatory upon him and he leaves off that which Allaah made
haraam upon him. And he has free disposal in governing and wealth,
with what he likes and chooses without sin being upon him. As for the
Slave-Messenger, he does not give to anyone except by the command of
his Lord; and he does not give to whom he wills nor withhold from
whom he wills. Rather, it has been narrated that he (sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) said: "Verily, 1 do not give to anyone nor do I withhold from
anyone. I only divided (the wealth according to how) I was
commanded."¥ [End of his words]

47 Majmoo’ al-Fatawaa 11/181
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Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah also said:

Likewise the Slave-Messenger is more perfect than the Prophet-King;
Daawood and Sulaymaan were Prophet-Kings. As for Muhammad
(sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), he was a Slave-Messenger just like
Ibraaheem, Moosaa, and 'Eessa. This category is better and their
followers are better.*

48 An-Nubuwwaat 1/161
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Section 5:
Those Who Say: “There is No Difference Between
a Prophet and a Messenger”

Know that there are those who say that there is no difference between
the prophet and the messenger. Al-Qaadee 'Tyyaad, may Allaah have
mercy on him, said:

The Scholars have differed (over) whether the prophet and the
messenger have one meaning or two (different) meanings. It has been
said that they are the same; and it has been said that they are different.
That which the vast majority (of scholars) are upon is that every
messenger is a prophet but not every prophet is a messenger.%

The author of the book: The Foundations of the Religion According to Imaam
Abu Haneefah® said:

So it has been said that: Verily the prophet and the messenger are both
synonymous. So every prophet is a messenger and every messenger is a
prophet and this is the apparent speech of al-Imaam Abu Haneefah as
stated by al-Qaaree' and from the Hanafees; Ibnul-Hamaam and al-
Aloosee chose his view (also), and it is the apparent speech of al-
Juwaynee, al-Aamadee, Al-Ajbee from the Asha’iraah, al-Qaadee “‘Abdul-
Jabbaar from the Mu'tazilah and at-Toosee from the Shee’ah.

Al-Jurjaanee said: "...And the Mu tazilah said that there is no difference
between them (the prophets and the messengers). For verily Allaah

4 Ash-Shifa’ 1/250
%0 Usoolud-Deen ‘Indal Imaam Abee Haneefah page 467-468
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addressed Muhammad sometimes as the Prophet (i.e. "O Prophet") and
sometimes as the Messenger (i.e. "O Messenger").5!

And ar-Raazee said: "...And the Mu’tazilah said that every messenger is a
prophet and every prophet is a messenger and there is no difference
between them..."s2

I (the author) say: Not everyone from the Mu’ tazilah held that there was
no difference between a Prophet and a Messenger. For here is az-
Zamakhsharee, the mu tazilee, in his book when discussing the verse:
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Never did We send a Messenger or a Prophet...
[Sooratul-Hajj, 22:52]

T/.-/

saying "...And this is an evidence clarifying that the Prophet and the

Messenger are different..." and he mentioned that which was in it of

distinction between the Prophet and the Messengers.

51 At-Ta'rifat page 148
52 Tafseer ar-Raazee 23/49
%8 Kashshaaf 3/37

46



A Refutation of the Proofs Employed by Those Who Say...

»

Section 6:
A Refutation of the Proofs Employed by Those
Who Say: “There is No Difference...”

Those who say there is no difference (between the Prophet and
Messenger) seek to use various evidences.

From them:

1. The statement of the Most High:

€ (5 V5 Jyi e AT e WLL5TTS
Never did We send a Messenger or a Prophet...
[Sooratul-Hajj, 22:52]

They say: Allaah mentioned in this verse that the Prophets are
also sent.

I say: There is no evidence in this verse for what they say. For
verily, it has already preceded that the Prophets are indeed sent,
but their risaalah (message) is restricted.> And if those of this
position stopped at this, then they would have been correct. For
confirmation of dispatchment of the Prophets (as Messengers) is
a matter which must be explicitly stated in the Qur’aan but there
is a difference between the general dispatchment (of the
Messengers) and restricted dispatchment. The message of the

% See Section 7: The Risaalah (Message) of the Prophets is Limited and not Absolute
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Prophets, in most cases, was to the believers; and this is the
restricted messengership.

Also, the presence (in the verse) of the harful-Atf (letter of
conjunction), and it is the letter 9 (waaw) (i.e. and this is an
evidence for distinction).55 Otherwise, what is the point for the
conjunction (being there)!? And the statement of differentiation is
what the vast majority of the scholars of tafseer and hadeeth are
upon, as has preceded.

2. His, the Most High’s statement with regards to our Prophet
Muhammad (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam):
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O Prophet (Muhammad (peace be upon him))!

Keep your duty to Allaah...
[Sooratul-Ahzaab, 33:1]

And:
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O Prophet (Muhammad (peace be upon him))! Urge the
believers to fight...
[Sooratul-Anfaal, 8:65]

And:

55 Translator’s Note: the 5 (waaw) of ‘atf or harful-‘atf is the letter which has different

meanings depending upon the context in which it is used. But in this case, it means "and".
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O Prophet! Why do you ban (for yourself) that which Allaah
has allowed to you...
[Sooratut-Tahreem, 66:1]

And other than that from the verses and ahaadeeth in which the
Prophet (sallaallaahu  ‘alayhi wa sallam) is addressed, or
information about the Prophet - that he is a Prophet who
conveys (information) about Allaah. And there is no evidence in
these verses for there not being a difference (between the
Prophets and Messengers) because the Messenger is a Prophet
(always).

So sometimes he is addressed with the term of prophethood and
sometimes with the term of messengership. Just as the believer is
addressed sometimes with the word ‘eemaan’ and sometimes
with the word “Islaam’, and at other times with the word ‘taqwaa’
and he (i.e. the believer) is described with all of that.% Also, there
is not to be found in the term an-nubuwwah (prophethood) a
limitation so as to necessitate that he cannot reach the status of a

56
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O you who believe! Fear Allaah (by doing all that He has ordered and by abstaining
from all that He has forbidden) as He should be feared. (Obey Him, be thankful to Him,
and remember Him always), and die not except in a state of Islaam (as Muslims (with

complete submission to Allaah)).
[Soorah Aali-‘Imraan, 3:102]
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Alif-Laam-Meem. This is the Book (the Qur'aan), whereof there is no doubt, a guidance
to those who are Al-Muttaqoon (the pious and righteous persons who fear Allaah much
(abstain from all kinds of sins and evil deeds which He has forbidden) and love Allaah
much (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained))
[Sooratul-Baqarah, 2:1-2]
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Messenger as opposed to the limitation of messengership (a
Messenger cannot attain a higher status). For there has come in it
(messengership) limitation, as in His, the Most High's statement:
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Muhammad (peace be upon him) is no more than a Messenger,

and indeed (many) Messengers have passed away before him.
[Soorah Aali-'Imraan, 3:144]

So this limitation necessitates that there does not remain
anything after messengership that the human being can be
honoured with. Prophethood and messengership is a divine
honour and a specific privilege from the Lord. Sometimes their
companions are mentioned with them (i.e. one of them) like
what the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said to al-
Bara’...”And your Prophet whom You have sent.. " - And

sometimes he may be mentioned with one and sometimes with
the other. This can be found often in the Qur’aan and the
Sunnah.

3. His, the Most High’s statement "...and the khaatam (last/end) of
the Prophets.”
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And the last (end) of the Prophets.
[Sooratul-Ahzaab, 33:40]

And He did not say: "khaatam (last/end) of the Messengers."

This is weak because when He, glorified be He, informed that
Muhammad (sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) is the finality of the

57 Agreed upon, from the hadeeth of al-Bara'
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Prophets, it is known from that that there are also no Messengers
after him because it is not possible that anyone be a Messenger
except after he is a Prophet! There is no difference of opinion in
this amongst the people of knowledge. And He also mentioned,
within the same verse, that he is also a Messenger.

The Most High said:
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Muhammad (peace be upon him) is not the father of any of
your men, but he is the Messenger of Allaah and the last (end)

of the Prophets.
[Sooratul-Ahzaab, 33:40]

So He has used the term of al-Khatm (termination) in connection
to the term “Messenger of Allaah”, and there has already
occurred in the hadeeth of Anas (radiyallaahu ‘anhu), clarification
of the cutting off of prophethood and messengership as has
preceded.

The essence of this issue is that I have not found clear evidence
indicating the absence of differentiation between the Prophet
and the Messenger. And those who do not differentiate between
them think that the mention of the Messengers with the term
‘prophethood’ necessitates an absence of difference (between the
definitions Prophet and Messenger) and this is not so. Rather,
the wording of prophethood is mentioned with regards to the
Messengers because it is the first distinguishing characteristic by
which they have been distinguished. Even clearer than this is
the fact that the prophets who were not messengers, none of
them were mentioned as being sent to such and such a people;
like our father Aadam, Khidr, Zakariyyah, Yahyaa and other
than them. So due to the fact that they were not mentioned with
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that, this indicates that they had the rank of prophethood, not
absolute messengership, and with this the ambiguity ceases.



The Risaalah (Messengership) of the Prophets is...

X

Section 7:
The Risaalah (Message) of the Prophets is
Limited and not Absolute

The evidences from the Noble Qur'aan and pure Sunnah indicate that the
Prophets are Messengers (in the general sense), but the level of their
messengership is restricted. The Most High said:
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Never did We send a Messenger or a Prophet before you but when he
did recite the revelation or narrated or spoke, Shaytaan (Satan) threw

(some falsehood) in it.
[Sooratul-Hajj, 22:52]

And the Most High said:
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..And followed him up with a succession of Messengers. And We gave
'Eesaa (Jesus), the son of Maryam (Mary), clear signs and supported
him with Roohil-Qudus (Jibreel (Gabriel)).

[Sooratul-Bagarah, 2:87]

So the Messengers between Moosaa and 'Eesaa, upon them be peace, are
Prophets; and Allaah mentioned them with the word "Messengers".

The Most High said, addressing Banee Israa’eel:
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...if you perform As-Salaat (Iqaamat-as-Salaat) and give Zakaat and
believe in My Messengers...
[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:12]

And the Most High said:
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When the Messengers came to them, from before them and behind
them (saying): "Worship none but Allaah."
[Sooratul-Fussilat, 41:14]

And the Most High said:
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And We sent not before you (as Messengers) any but men unto whom

We revealed, from among the people of townships.
[Soorah Yoosuf, 12:109]

And the Most High said:
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Allaah has decreed: "Verily! It is I and My Messengers who shall be
the victorious."
[Sooratul-Mujaadilah, 58:21]

And other than that from the verses of the Qur'aan.

Also, many ahaadeeth have come containing usage of the term "The
Messengers" having the Prophets included in that. Like his (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) statement, when discussing the Day of Judgement:
"...And none will speak that day except the Messengers and the speech
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of the Messengers on that day will be ‘O Allaah! Sallim, Sallim (save us,
save us)..."8

And like his (sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) statement to Ibn Siyaad "..I
have believed in Allaah and in His Messengers...">

And in the hadeeth of the questioning of Jibreel to the Prophet (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) he said: "(Eemaan is) that you believe in Allaah, His
Angels, the meeting with Him and His Messengers..."

And like his (‘alayhi salaatu was-salaam) statement: "Allaah has mandated
for whoever goes out in His path (i.e. jihaad), and he does not go out in it
except out of eemaan and attestation to the truth of my Messengers..."s!

From that which is indisputable is that the Prophets also fall under the

meaning of the title of Messengers because eemaan in them being sent is a
part of the pillars of eemaan.

And Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah said when discussing the noble
verse:
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Never did We send a Messenger or a Prophet before you but when he
did recite the revelation or narrated or spoke, Shaytaan (Satan) threw
(some falsehood) in it.

[Sooratul-Hajj, 22:52]

"So He (Allaah) mentioned dispatchment making it of two general types;
and He specified one of them with being a messenger. So this one, he is a
messenger in the absolute sense, who He commanded (him) with

5 Al-Bukhaaree number 80, from the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah
59 Al-Bukhaaree number 354
60 Al-Bukhaaree number 50

¢ Al-Bukhaaree number 36 and Muslim number 50 from Abu Hurayrah
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conveyance of His message to whoever opposes Allaah such as Nooh,
upon him be peace."é?

And he (Ibn Taymiyyah) said in another place, mentioning this verse:

This is evidence that the Prophet is sent, however he is not called a
Messenger absolutely, because he is not dispatched to his people with
what they do not recognize. Rather, the believers are commanded with
what they already recognize; because he is in reality like the scholar; for
this reason, the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "The Scholars
are the inheritors of the Prophets.®

And the explainer of at-Tahaawee's (book of ‘Ageedah) said:

Messengership is more general with regard to itself. So prophethood is a
part of messengership because messengership includes prophethood as
well. As opposed to the Messengers, for they (the word) does not include
the Prophets and other than them.® Rather, the matter is the other way
around. So messengership is more general with regard to itself and more
specific with regards to its people.® [End of his words]

I say: The meaning of ar-risaalah is general in of its self. Meaning: it is
general to the kuffaar as well as the believers. So the Messengers are sent
to the kuffaar so that they may be believers, as opposed to the Prophets;
their messengership is for themselves and for the believers.

Also, it is more specific with regards to its people, meaning the risaalah
(messengership) is specific to the Messengers, and the Prophets are not
included in it.

62 An-Nubuwwaat (page 255)

6 Abu Daawood, At-Tirmidhee, Ibn Hibbaan and others on the authority of Abud-Dardaa
¢ Ibn Abee al-'Izz al-Hanafee

6 Refer to the Introduction, Principle: Every Messenger is a Prophet but not Vice-Versa

66 Sharhut-Tahaawiyyah (page 158)
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ash-Shangeetee said: "And the Prophet who is sent, he is the one who is
not a Messenger. He is one to whom a Book was not revealed and he
only receives revelation to call the people to the sharee’ah of Allaah's
Messenger who was before him. Like the Prophets of Banee Israa’eel who
were sent and commanded with acting upon what was in the Tawrah.

As the Most High clarified in His statement:
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...By which the Prophets, who submitted themselves to Allaah's Will,

judged for the Jews.
[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:44]¢

The citation here is his (ash-Shangeetee's) words: "They are sent..." and
"they are commanded..."

I say: And this is most of the time.

Ibn “Uthaymeen, (may Allaah have mercy on him), said "...And everyone
who is mentioned in the Qur'aan from the Prophets, they are Messengers
due to His, the Most High, statement:
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And, indeed We have sent Messengers before you (O Muhammad
(peace be upon him)) of some of them We have related to you their

story. And of some We have not related to you their story.
[Soorah Ghaafir, 40:78]

[End of Shaykh al-‘Uthaymeen’s words]

&7 Al-Ukhuwwah 5/735
6 Majmoo’ Fataawatul-'Aqeedah 1/311
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So it becomes clear from this transmission that the Prophets are
Messengers dispatched and sent forth, but they are sent to a believing
People. The Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "The Banee’
Israa’eel used to be ruled and guided by Prophets. Whenever a Prophet
died, another would replace him. There will be no Prophet after me..."®

The siyaasah (administration/rule) of the Prophets of Banee Israa’eel is
them being in charge of their affairs, ruling over them, judging between
them and establishing jihaad against their enemies."

The Most High said:
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Verily, We did send down the Tawraat (Torah) (to Moosaa (Moses))
therein was guidance and light, by which the Prophets, who submitted
themselves to Allaah's Will, judged for the Jews.
[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:44]

6 Al-Bukhaaree number 3455 and Muslim from Abu Hurayrah
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w

Section 8:
Mentioning the Messengers with the term
“Prophets” does not Negate Them Being
Messengers

In the Noble Qur'aan and the pure Sunnah, mention of the Messengers
comes with the term "The Prophets". So perhaps one may assume that
there is no difference between the Messenger and the Prophet; however,
this is incorrect. For the mention of them with prophethood does not
negate their messengership, and it is a mentioning of some of what they
were favoured with above the rest of the creation (i.e. their prophethood
is something that makes them distinctive from the general masses).

The Most High said:
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And (remember) when Allaah took the Covenant of the Prophets,
saying: "Take whatever I gave you from the Book and Hikmah

(understanding of the Laws of Allaah)..."
[Soorah Aali~Imraan, 3:81]

And the Most High said:
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...They will be in the company of those on whom Allaah has bestowed

His Grace, of the Prophets, the Siddiqoon (those followers of the
Prophets who were first and foremost to believe in them, like Abu
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Bakr As-Siddeeq (may Allaah be pleased with him),
the martyrs, and the righteous.
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:69]

And the Most High said:
ol e 550G £ QST LS A 5T
Verily, We have sent the revelation to you (O Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) as We sent the revelation to Nooh (Noah) and the Prophets
after him...
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:163]
And the Most High said:
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And indeed, We have prefetred some of the Prophets above others...
[Sooratul-Israa’, 17:55]

And the Most High said:

Mankind were one community and Allaah sent Prophets with glad
tidings and warnings...
[Sooratul-Baqarah, 2:213]

And the Most High said:
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And We sent no Prophet unto any town (and they denied him), but We
seized its people with suffering from extreme poverty (or loss of
wealth) and loss of health (and calamities), so that they might
humiliate themselves (and repent to Allaah).
[Sooratul-‘A’raaf, 7:94]

And other than this from the verses of the Qur'aan.

And as for the ahaadeeth in which the Messengers are mentioned with the
term, "The Prophets", they are many. From them:

The hadeeth of Jaabir, some of which says: "...Every Prophet used to be
sent to his people only, but I have been sent to everyone (whether) red or
black."”°

And from them is the hadeeth narrated on the authority of Ibn 'Umar
(radiyallaahu ‘anhu) who said, "Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) said: "Verily the people will come on the Day of Judgement
kneeling (or humble) every nation following its Prophet."”!

So it has become clear through the mention of these evidences that the
Messengers are mentioned in the Qur'aan and the Sunnah with the term,
"The Prophets" (in general) and this does not mean that they are not
Messengers nor does it mean that there is no difference between the
Prophet and the Messenger. Rather, it is deduced from the mentioning of
them in this manner that they are mentioned with some of that which
they have been endowed with (i.e. characteristics of prophethood and
messengership).

70 Muslim number 521 from the hadeeth of Jaabir
71 Al-Bukhaaree number 4718

61



62

Mentioning the Messengers with the term “Prophets”...



Matters Which the Prophets and Messenger have in...

»

Section 9:
Matters Which the Prophets and Messengers
Have in Common

The matters which the Prophets and Messengers have in common are
many; and I will mention some of them, and the goal of this is to
recognize the status of the Prophets, so that it is not assumed that since
we affirm a difference between the Prophets and Messengers that we
depreciate the worth of the Prophets. Affirmation of these shared
qualities (between them) makes it easy for the reader to recognize the
differences between the Prophets and the Msessengers, and they are as
follows:

1. The Prophets and Messengers are (both) ascribed to Allaah

So it is said: Allaah's Prophets or Allaah's Messengers and there
are never any Prophets or Messengers for other than Allaah.

Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah said:

And as the Messenger of Allaah cannot be a messenger of other
than Allaah, so he does not accept the commands of other than
Allaah. So likewise, the Prophet of Allaah cannot be a prophet of
other than Allaah, so he cannot receive information (revelation)
from other than Allaah.”

72 An-Nubuwwaat page 246
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So when it is said: "Allaah's Messenger", it is understood that he
is the one who brings a message from Allaah from amongst the
Angels and the humans. Allaah said:
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Allaah chooses Messengers from Angels and from men.
[Sooratul-Hajj, 22:75]

And Allaah said about the Angels when they were addressing
Loot, upon him be peace:
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They (messengers) said: "O Loot (Lot)! Verily, we are the
messengers from your Lord! They shall not reach you!
[Sooratul-Hood, 11:81]

And the Most High said:

g 4z P P
§aml I ST el p

...Who made the Angels messengers with wings...
[Soorah Faatir, 35:1]

And likewise the term al-Ba’th (sending) includes the specific
legislative sending. The Most High said:
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He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger

(Muhammad (peace be upon him)) from among themselves...
[Sooratul-Jumu’ah, 62:2]

So the Messengers are dispatched and sent forth and their
ascription to Allaah is a noble ascription, like the ascription of
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3.

the mosques and the slaves to Allaah (i.e. being Houses of Allaah
and Slaves of Allaah etc.).

Al-Wahi (The Revelation)

So a Prophet is not a Prophet except due to Revelation on to him
from the Lord of the "Alameen. And Allaah has mentioned in His
Noble Book, His Revelation to the Prophets along with
mentioning it to the Messengers. The Most High said:
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Verily, We have sent the revelation to you (O Muhammad
(peace be upon him)) as We sent the revelation to Nooh (Noah)
and the Prophets after him; We (also) sent the revelation to
Ibraaheem (Abraham), Ismee'eel (Ishmael), Ishaaq (Isaac),
Ya'qoob (Jacob), and Al-Asbaat (the twelve sons of Ya'qoob
(Jacob)) 'Eesaa (Jesus), Ayyoob (Job), Yoonus (Jonah), Haaroon
(Aaron), and Sulaymaan (Solomon), and to Daawood (David)
We gave the Zaboor (Psalms).
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:163]

So Ya'qoob, al-Asbaat, Ayyoob, Sulaymaan, and Daawood, they
are Prophets and not Messengers and this verse explains that
Allaah sent revelation to them.

Al-"Ismah (Infallibililty)

You must know that everyone who’s Prophethood has been
confirmed in the Qur'aan or authentic Sunnah is infallible.
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Al-Haafidh (Ibn Hajr) said: "And the Prophets are infallible from
major sins by consensus."”

And Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah said:

The statement that the Prophets are infallible from the kabaa'ir
(major sins) but not the sagaa’ir (minor sins) is the statement of
the majority of scholars of al-Islaam and all of the (different)
groups to the point that it is (even) the statement of the people of
kalaam (theological rhetoric) just as is mentioned by Abul-Hasan
al-Aamadee that this is the statement of the majority of the
Ash'arees. [End of quote]

It is also the statement of most of the scholars of tafseer, hadeeth
and the fuqahaa (jurists). Rather, it has not been reported from the
Salaf, the Imaams, the Companions, the Tabi'een nor their
followers - anything except that which conforms with this
statement."7*

And he (Ibn Taymiyyah), may Allaah have mercy on him, also
said about Ahlus-Sunnah:

They are in agreement that they (the Prophets) do not settle
upon error in the religion at all, nor upon disobedience or lying;
in general everything which would depreciate their prophethood
and their conveyance about Allaah. So they (Ahlus-Sunnah) are in
agreement concerning (the Prophets) being absolved from it in
general. The jumhoor (majority) who allow the saying that they
commit the minor sins (still) however say that they are infallible
from persisting in them.”

73 Fathul-Baaree 8/69
74 Majmoo 'ul-Fatawan 4/319
75 Minhaajus-Sunnah 1/472
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The essence of the issue is: that the Prophets are infallible with
regards to what they convey about Allaah, so they do not convey
except the truth. They are infallible from committing the kabaa’ir
(major sins) with regards to what they say and do and they do
not persist upon the minor sins if they occur from them.

The Obligation of Having Eemaan (Faith) in Them

Verily it is obligatory upon all of the creation from the jinn and
mankind, who are mature, having sound mind - and the news
reaches them about Allaah and His Messenger (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) by way of His Messengers, that Allaah has sent
forth Prophets and Messengers - that he believes in the Prophets
and Messengers in general and in detail. Whoever denies one
Messenger or one Prophet then he is a disbeliever, (even if he
believes in the rest) and the refuge is with Allaah. For verily the
Jews disbelieved with their denial of ‘Eesaaa, and after that their
denial of Muhammad Ibn 'Abdillaah, the Imaam of the pious
and the leader of the Messengers (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).
The Christians disbelieved in the sending of Muhammad Ibn
'‘Abdullaah (sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) so they became
disbelievers...and this is known from our religion by necessity,
whoever does not believe in the Prophet or Messenger that was
sent to him then he has disbelieved in all of the Prophets and
Messengers. The Most High said:

€D 4
The people of Nooh (Noah) belied the Messengers.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:105]

And He, Glorified be He, said:
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‘Aad (people) belied the Messengers.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:123]

And He, Glorified be He, said:
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Thamood (people) belied the Messengers.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:141]

And The Most High said:
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The people of Loot (Lot) belied the Messengers.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:160]

And He, Glorified be He, said:
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The dwellers of Al-Aiyka belied the Messengers.
[Sooratush-Shu’araa, 26:176]

So in the case of these societies, one Messenger was sent to each
nation from amongst them and they denied him (their
Messenger) so Allaah ruled upon them of denial of all of the
Messengers.

Perhaps someone may say: “These verses are concerning the
Messengers, so how can we apply them to the Prophets?”

The response: Verily the Prophets are included in the
dispatchment and for this reason, after Allaah mentioned a
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group of the Prophets and Messengers in Sooratun-Nisaa’, He
(Glorified be He) said:
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Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning in
order that mankind should have no plea against Allaah after
the (coming of) Messengers.
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:165]

Confirmation of this will follow.
5. The Obligation of Following the Prophets and Messengers

It is obligatory upon everyone among whom a Prophet is sent -
to follow him. From that which proves this is His, Glorified be
He, statement addressing His Prophet Muhammad (sallaallaahu

‘alayhi wa sallam) after mentioning a large group of the Prophets
and Messengers:
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They are those whom Allaah had guided.
So follow their guidance.
[Sooratul-An’aam, 6:90]

So Allaah commanded His Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
in this verse that he take the Prophets and Messengers as an
example; with the exception of what He said:
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And be not like the Companion of the Fish...
[Sooratul-Qalam, 68:48]
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The companion of the fish is Yoonus. And the Prophet
(sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, "Indeed Banee Israa’eel used to
be ruled and guided by Prophets. Whenever a prophet died,
another would take over his place."’6

The Obligation of Attesting to their Miracles

Allaah supported all of the Prophets and Messengers with
dazzling miracles and overwhelming signs. The miracles of the
Prophets are many and the Messenger who was given the most
miracles was our Prophet Muhammad (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam). The miracles which we believe and affirm are those
which are reported in the Qur'aan and authentic Sunnah.

The Religion of the Prophets and Messengers is One Religion

Allaah has mentioned in His Noble Book that the Religion of the
Prophets and Messengers is one. Allaah said after mentioning
nineteen Prophets and Messengers:

2807 A g o Z 2 Y D
D) st b = By 301 aal (SGal coden o)
Truly! This, your Ummah (Sharee'ah or religion (Islaamic
Monotheism)) is one religion, and I am your Lord, therefore

worship Me (Alone).
[Sooratul-Anbiyaa’, 21:92]

And in Sooratul-Mu'minoon, the Most High, after mentioning a
group of the Messengers by name (and Prophets in general):

76 Agreed upon from the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah (Bukhaaree and Muslim)
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And verily! This, your religion (of Islaamic Monotheism), is
one religion, and I am your Lord, so keep your duty to Me.
[Sooratul-Mu’minoon, 23:52]

And the intended meaning (of religion) is the religion of
Tawheed. The Most High said:
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And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community,
nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allaah (Alone),
and avoid (or keep away from) Taghoot (all false deities, etc.

i.e. do not worship Taghoot besides Allaah)."
[Sooratun-Nahl, 16:36]
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And He, Glorified be He, said:
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And We did not send any Messenger before you (O
Muhammad (peace be upon him)) but We revealed to him
(saying): Laa ilaaha illa Ana (none has the right to be
worshipped but I (Allaah)) so worship Me

(Alone and none else).”
[Sooratul-Anbiyaa’, 21:25]

And more than one of the scholars of usool have mentioned that
the five obligatory matters were legislated in the religion of
every Prophet such as the pillars of Islaam and the articles of
faith (arkanul-eemaan) were legislated in every Religion. And
there is evidence for what I have mentioned from the Qur'aan
and the Sunnah.
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The Dreams of the Prophets are Wahi’ (Revelation)

In general that in which the Prophets and Messengers share is
the ru'yaa (dreams). Allaah has made their dreams revelation.
Allaah the Most High said about Ibraaheem, upon him be peace,
and he was a Prophet and a Messenger: k
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"O my son! I have seen in a dream that I am slaughtering you

—-v-\

(offering you in sacrifice to Allaah). So look what do you
think!" He said: "O my father! Do that which you are
commanded, Insha'Allaah, you shall find me of As-Sabiroon
(the patient)." Then, when they had both submitted themselves
(to the Will of Allaah), and he had laid him prostrate on his
forehead (or on the side of his forehead for slaughtering); We
called out to him: "O Abraham! You have fulfilled the dream!"
Verily thus do We reward the Muhsinoon (good-doers).
[Sooratus-Saaffaat, 37:102-105]

And this verse is clear, that Ibraaheem hastened to carry out the
command of Allaah, which was a dream, and Ismaa'eel (his son)
hastened to carry out Allaah's command also; issued by way of a
dream. So he said to his father: "Do that which you are
commanded." And Allaah made the carrying out of this dream
an attestation (of faith) from Ibraaheem and Ismaa'eel, and He
described it as being a "manifest trial". And the dream of Yoosuf,
upon him be peace; and he, at that time had not yet reached
puberty. The Most High said:
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Verily, I saw (in a dream) eleven stars and the sun and the

moon - I saw them prostrating themselves to me.”
[Soorah Yoosuf, 12:4]

And it was realized for him as the Most High said:
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... This is the interpretation of my dream aforetime! My Lord
has made it come true!
[Soorah Yoosuf, 12:100]

And the dreams of the Prophets are included in His, the Most
High statement:
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It is not given to any human being that Allaah should speak to
him unless (it be) by Revelation, or from behind a veil, or

(that) He sends a Messenger...
[Sooratush-Shoorah, 42:51]

And His statement: "unless (it be) by revelation," included in it
are revelations by way of dreams (al-Wahi al-Manaamee).

9. For every Prophet there is a Supplication that is Answered

Abu Hurayrah (radiyallaghu ‘anhu) narrated that the Messenger
of Allaah (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "For every Prophet
there is a supplication that is answered when he supplicates with
it. And verily I kept my supplication as intercession for my
nation in the next life."”” This hadeeth is from the comprehensive

77 Al-Bukhaaree number 7474 and 6304 and Muslim number 198.
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ahaadeeth and it includes the Prophets and the Messengers. For
verily Sulaymaan supplicated and was given a kingdom which
none had after him. And many from the Messengers supplicated
(to Allaah) such as Nooh, such that our Lord said about him:
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Then he invoked his Lord (saying): "I have been overcome, so
help (me)!"So We opened the gates of heaven with water
pouring forth. And We caused springs to gush forth from the
earth. So the waters (of the heaven and the earth) met for a

matter predestined.
[Sooratul-Qamar, 54:10-12]

And Shu'ayb supplicated, as did Moosaa and other than them
from those whom the Qur'aan mentions with their supplication
against their people. And the supplications of the Prophets and
Messengers are also mentioned as not being against their people.

10. Levels of Preference between the Prophets

The Most High said:
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Those Messengers! We preferred some to others; to some of
them Allaah spoke (directly); others He raised to
degrees (of honour)...
[Sooratul-Baqgarah, 2:253]

And the Most High said:
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And indeed, We have preferred some of the Prophets above

others, and to Daawood (David) We gave the Zaboor (Psalms).
[Sooratul-‘Israa, 17:55]

And He, Glorified be He, said:
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And indeed We gave knowledge to Daawood (David) and
Sulaymaan (Solomon), and they both said: "All the praises and
thanks be to Allaah, Who has preferred us above many of His
believing slaves!”
[Sooratul-Naml, 27:15]

And the hadeeth of the mi'raaj (ascension of the Prophet
[sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam] to the heavens) is an evidence for
the levels of preference between the Prophets and Messengers.
Many authentic hadeeth have been narrated, from them the

saying of the Messenger (sallaallashu ‘alayhi wa sallam): "1 have
been favoured over the Prophets with such and such." From
them is the famous hadeeth of Jaabir: "I have been given six things
which were not given to anyone from the Prophets before

me..."8

And the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah (radiyallaahu ‘anhu): "The
Messenger of Allaah (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "I have
been favoured over the Prophets with six things:

& 1have been given jawaami ul-kalaam (concise speech
which is profound in meaning)

78 Al-Bukhaaree number 335 and Muslim number 521
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I'have been given victory by fear (being instilled in the
hearts of my enemies)

&

€& The war booty has been made halaal for me

& The earth has been made for me a masjid and a thing that

purifies

& Ihave been sent to all of the creation (i.e. mankind and
jinn)

£ And He (Allaah) has sealed the prophethood with me”

I say: Some of the people of innovations negate the (levels of) preference
amongst the Prophets and these evidences are a refutation against them.
It is sufficient as a sign of deviation that one opposes the Qur'aan or the
Sunnah.

79 Muslim 1/371
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Section 10:
The Status of the Prophets Before
their Prophethood

The Prophets and Messengers, before their prophethood, were the best of
and the most virtuous of their people. And Allaah safeguarded them
from despicable acts of vice. For this reason, Allaah has not reported
about the obstinate idolaters - that they blamed their Prophets, who were
raised up amongst them - with being vile nor did they attribute
deficiency to them despite the severity of what they were upon from
being determined upon harming and defaming them and trying to falsify
their prophethood. Rather, the Most High said about Thamood, who
were the people of Saalih, when they said about him:
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...You have been among us as a figure of good hope (and we wished
for you to be our chief) till this (new thing which you have brought

that we leave our gods and worship your God (Allaah) Alone)!
[Sooratul-Hood, 11:62]

Meaning: we used to hope that he be a leader amongst us before the
Prophethood.

And the people of Hood, who were ‘Aad, said to Hood, upon him be
peace:
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“All that we say is that some of our gods (false deities) have seized you

with evil (madness).”
[Sooratul-Hood, 11:54]

And the meaning of "seized you" is: they afflicted you whereas before
that was not to be found in you.

And the people of Shu'ayb said to him:
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"O Shu'ayb! Does your Salaat (prayer) command that we give up what
our fathers used to worship, or that we give up doing what we like

with our property? Verily, you are the forbearer, right-minded!"
[Sooratul-Hood, 11:87]

So they acknowledged his quality of forbearance and that of being right-
minded. And they knew him to have this before he was a Prophet and
Messenger. And Allaah the Most High said about Ibraaheem, upon him
be peace:
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And indeed We bestowed aforetime on Ibraaheem (Abraham) his
(portion of) guidance, and We were Well-Acquainted with him (as to
his Belief in the Oneness of Allaah).
[Sooratul-Anbiyaa’, 21:51]
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al-Qurtubee said: "Meaning: before prophethood.” And he then said:
"And this is what the majority of the scholars of tafseer are (agreed)

upon."8

Ibn Katheer said: "Meaning: from his childhood, he was inspired with
the hagg and the proofs against his people."st

And the Most High said, concerning Yahyaa Ibn Zakariyyah, upon them
both be peace:
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(It was said to his son): "O Yahyaa (John)! Hold fast the Scripture (the
Tawraat (Torah))” And We gave him wisdom while yet a child.

[Soorah Maryam, 19:12]

Ash-Shangeetee, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: 'That which is
apparent to me is that the ‘wisdom’ mentioned here is beneficial
knowledge...and acting upon it prevents one from statements and

actions that are blameworthy and foul."s2

And here is Ismaa’eel, upon him be peace, when he was a young boy,
speaking to his father (Ibraaheem) when his father informed him that
Allaah commanded him to sacrifice him:
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..."O my father! Do that which you are commanded, Inshaa' Allaah (if
Allaah wills), you shall find me of As-Saabiroon (the patient)." Then,
when they had both submitted themselves (to the Will of Allaah), and

80 Tafseer al-Qurtubee 11/296
81 Tafseer Ibn Katheer 3/182
82 Adhwaa’ul-Bayaan, under ayah 19:12
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he had laid him prostrate on his forehead (or on the side of his
forehead for slaughtering);
[Sooratus-Saaffaat, 37:102-103]

And the Most High said:
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And remember Ismaa'eel (Ishmael), Al-Yasa'a (Elisha), and Dhul-Kifl

(Isaiah), all are among the best.
[Soorah Saad, 38:48]

So His statement: "all are amongst the best" is general, implying before
prophethood and after it.

And on the authority of ‘Alee Ibn Abee Taalib (radiyallashu ‘anhu) who
said:

The Prophet (sallaallashu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, ‘I have not concerned
myself with that which the people of jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic ignorance)
used to do except twice. In both cases, Allaah has prevented me from
doing them since. One night, I said to some young men of Makkah -
when we were tending to the sheep of our people - I said to my
companions: Watch my sheep for me so that I may enter and converse
therein as the young men sit and talk.” So he agreed. He said: ‘So I
entered and I came to the first house from which I heard musical wind
and stringed instruments. So I said: ‘What is this?” It was said: ‘A
marriage (party) of such and such man to such and such woman" So I sat
and observed then Allaah caused me to faint and by Allaah, nothing
awoke me except the heat of the Sun. By Allaah! Since that incident, I
have not concerned myself with the evil which the people of Jaahiliyyah
do up until Allaah honoured me with His prophethood.’s3

8 Jbn Hibbaan 8/56 as is in Al-lhsaan and Abu Nu'aym in Ad-Dalaa’il page 186; and al-
Bayhagee in ad-Dalaa’il 2/33 and Ibn Hajr declared it to be hasan. However, it is by way of %
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In any event, the Noble Qur'aan has clarified the greatness of Allaah's
care for the Prophets before their prophethood. The Most High said
concerning Moosaa:
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"And I have chosen you, for Myself.
[Soorah Taa Haa, 20:41]

And He said:
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...in order that you may be brought up under My Eye.
[Soorah Taa Haa, 20:39]

And Jibreel came and split open the chest of our Messenger and
extracted from it the portion of the Shaytaan while he was playing with
the young boys.8

And this is an evidence as well for the greatness of Allaah's care for the
Prophets and Messengers because prophethood is one genus. So the care
that he has mentioned is not limited to those who were mentioned only.
Verily the disbelievers of Quraysh used to nickname the Messenger
(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) with ‘the truthful one’ (as-Saadiq al-Ameen) so
that which the majority of the scholars are upon is that the Prophets
before their prophethood where infallible from the major sins.

Muhammad Ibn 'Abdullagh Ibn Qays Ibn Makhramah. A group narrated from him, but no
one known authenticated him (his narration).
84 Sgheeh Muslim number 261
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The Prophets and Messengers are the Absolute Best of...

)

Section 11:
The Prophets and Messengers are the
Absolute Best of Creation

It is not hidden from every Muslim that the status of the Prophets and
Messengers surpasses the status of every righteous and pious person
from amongst those who are not Prophets or Messengers. So they are the
best of the People of eemaan. The Most High said, after mentioning a
large group from the Prophets and Messengers:
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And whoso obey Allaah and the Messenger (Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) then they will be in the company of those on whom Allaah
has bestowed His Grace, of the Prophets, the Siddiqoon (those
followers of the Prophets who were first and foremost to believe in
them, like Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq (may Allaah be pleased with him)),
the martyrs, and the righteous. And how excellent

these companions are!
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:69]

So the status of the siddiggeen, the martyrs and the righteous all together

does not reach the level of one Prophet, let alone the level of a
Messenger. And the Most High said:
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...and each one of them We preferred above the 'Alameen (mankind

and jinn (of their times)).
[Sooratul-An’aam, 6:86]

And the Most High said:
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Allaah chose Aadam, Nooh (Noah), the family of Ibraaheem
(Abraham) and the family of ‘Imraan above the ‘Alameen (mankind
and jinn) (of their times).

[Soorah Aali-"“Imraan, 3:33]

And the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said about Abu Bakr
and 'Umar: "These two are the leaders of the men (lit. mature men) from
the people of paradise, from the first and the last, with the exception of
the Prophets and His Messengers."® And the evidences are plentiful
regarding the preference of the Prophets and Messengers over the rest of
the righteous awliyaa’ of Allaah, so the Prophets are the absolute best of
the creation.

8 At-Tirmidhee 5/57, 571, and Ibn Abee Shaybah 12/11, and Ibn Maajah 1/36, 38
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»

Section 12:
The Need of Human Beings for the
Sending of the Messengers

Verily the human need for the sending of Messengers surpasses any
other need and is greater than all necessities. Ibnul-Qayyim, may Allaah
have mercy on him said:

And from this you know the need of the slaves above every other
necessity is recognition of the Messenger and what he came with and
believing in what he has informed them with and obeying him in what
he has commanded. For verily there is no path to happiness and success,
neither in the dunyaa (worldly life) nor in the hereafter, except at the
hands of the Messengers. And there is no way towards knowing the
good and the evil in detail except by way of them, nor attaining the
pleasure of Allaah except at their hands. So the good from actions,
statements and character are not (to be acquired) except through their
guidance and what they came with. So they are the preponderant scale
by which all other statements and characteristics are weighed, and by
following them (and knowing their prophetic methodology) the people
of misguidance are exposed.

So the need for them (the Messengers) is greater than the need of the
body for air and the eyes for sight and the soul for life. So whichever
requirement and need the slave may have, the necessity of the slave for
the Messengers far surpasses it. And what do you think about the one
whom - when his guidance and that which he came with vanishes from
you in the twinkling of an eye - then your heart is spoiled and it becomes
like a fish out of water, placed into the frying pan (i.e. the loss of a
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Messenger). So the condition of the slave when his heart is separated
from what the Messenger came with is like this condition. Rather, it is
worse. However, none realises it except the live heart; and the dead
(heart) feels no pain when cut. So when the happiness of the slave in the
two homes (i.e. the dunyaa and the hereafter) is connected to the
guidance of the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), then it is
obligatory upon whoever is sincere to his soul and loves for it safety and
happiness, that he knows his (the Messenger’s) guidance, his seerah
(history) and his affairs, and it is what will separate him from the people
of ignorance and enter him into being (counted from) the number of his
followers, his sect and his party.

And the people, with regards to this are between being separate (from
it), being excessive (in it) or being deprived (of it). And the bounty is in
the Hand of Allaah; He gives it to whom He wills. And Allaah is the
Owner of a great bounty.8 [End of Ibnul-Qayyim's words]

And Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy upon
him, said:

The messengership is a necessity for the slaves which they cannot do
without. And their need for it surpasses their need for everything else. So
the messengership is the soul of the universe, its light and its life. So how
will the universe be rectified when there is no soul, no light and no life.
And the dunyaa is dark and accursed; except that upon which the sun of
messengership has risen. Likewise, the slave which the sun of
messengership does not shine in his heart so that he acquires (guidance)
from it, then he is in darkness and is from the dead. The Most High said:
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86 Zaadul-Ma'aad 1/15
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Is he who was dead (without faith by ignorance and disbelief) and We
gave him life (by knowledge and faith) and set for him a light (of
belief) whereby he can walk amongst men - like him who is in the
darkness (of disbelief, polytheism and hypocrisy) from which he can
never come out?

[Sooratul-An’aam, 6:122]

So this is a description of the believer; He was dead in the darkness of
ignorance. So Allaah gave him life with the soul of messengership and
the light of eemaan, and he set for him a light whereby he can walk
amongst men. As for the disbelievers, their heart is dead in darkness.8”

I'say: This composed speech is sufficient in clarification of the significant
importance of the sending of the Messengers. And Allaah spoke the truth
when He said:
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And We have sent you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) not but as
a mercy for the 'Alameen (mankind, jinn and all that exists).
[Sooratul-Anbiyaa’, 21:107]

So the sending of the Messengers is a mercy that surpasses all other
mercy; and a blessing that cannot be compared to any other blessing.

In any event, whatever the slave sees as his need, for matters of
necessity, like the air which he breathes and would not be able to do
without for a single moment, and the drink which he drinks; his need for
what the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) came with is much
greater. And how excellent is Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah, when he
said:

8 Majmoo’ al-Fatawaa, 19/93-94
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The need of the people of the earth for the Messenger is not like their
need for the sun, moon, wind and the rain. Nor is it like the need of the
person for his life, nor like the need of the eye for sight or the body for
food and drink. Rather, it is greater than that and a more intense need
than everything which one could think of. For the Messengers are the
medium between Allaah and His creation concerning His commands
and His prohibitions and they are the ambassadors between Him and
His slaves.®

88 Majmoo’ al-Fatawaa 19/101
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Section 13:
The Wisdom of Sending the Messengers

Allaah's great wisdom, care and expansive mercy necessitates that He
sends the Messengers and reveals the Books to them. And from that
which indicates Allaah's great wisdom are different matters. From them:

1. That Allaah created the creation for His worship, glorified be He,
there are no partners for Him. The Most High said:
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And I (Allaah) created not the jinn and mankind except that
they should worship Me (Alone).
[Sooratudh-Dhaariyaat, 51:56]

Mankind are not able to worship their Lord and do what Allaah
loves and avoid what Allaah hates except through the way of the
Messengers whom Allaah has chosen from His creation and
favoured them above the ‘aalameen.

2. The establishment of the proof against human beings cannot be
except by way of them. The Most High said:

J)./g,.\?ﬁ} F A &, A T _ R t,g //l@'
el A o A o Ll 0550 M (el s SIS B
Messengers as bearers of good news as well as of warning in
order that mankind should have no plea against Allaah after
the (coming of) Messengers.
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:165]

And the Most High said:
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...And We never punish until We have sent a

Messenger (to give warning).
[Sooratul-Israa’, 17:15]

And the Most High said:
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And if We had destroyed them with a torment before this (i.e.
Messenger Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the Qur'aan),
they would surely have said: "Our Lord! If only You had sent
us a Messenger, we should certainly have followed Your Ayaat
(proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.),

before we were humiliated and disgraced."
[Soorah Taa Haa, 20:134]

So Allaah sent the Messengers to cut off the argument of the
disbelievers and to invalidate the excuse of the obstinate one.

The Most High said:
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And (remember) the Day (Allaah) will call to them, and say:
“What answer gave you to the Messengers?” Then the news of
a good answer will be obscured to them on that day, and they
will not be able to ask one another.
[Sooratul-Qasas, 28:65-66]



The Wisdom of Sending the Messengers

That the people are not able to know the matters of the Unseen
with their intellects; such as eemaan in the resurrection and the
gathering, the Paradise and the Fire, the Angels, the Jinn and
other than that except when Allaah sent the Messengers to them.
So if they are not able to know this with their intellects, they
cannot acquire eemaan. So there is a divine wisdom in the
sending of the Messengers.

The people are in dire need of a good example described with
complete, human qualities due to the revelation and the
infallibility. And none can rectify this (need) except those whom
Allaah has chosen and selected; and they are the Messengers. So
they are the models for the awliyaa’ (friends of Allaah) and the
example for the obedient in worship, character, dealings and
uprightness upon the religion of Allaah. The Most High said:
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Indeed in the Messenger of Allaah (Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) you have a good example to follow for him who

hopes for (the Meeting with) Allaah and the Last Day...
[Sooratul-Ahzaab, 33:21]
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The Duties of the Messengers

)

Section 14:
The Duties of the Messengers

The Messengers, prayers and peace be upon them all, have many duties.
The most important of them are:

1. Their greatest objective and main duty is calling the people to
the worship of Allaah alone and the removal of what is
worshipped besides Him. The Most High said:

And verily, We have sent among every Ummah (community,
nation) a Messenger (proclaiming): "Worship Allaah (Alone),
and avoid (or keep away from) Taghoot (all false deities, etc.
i.e. do not worship Taghoot besides Allaah)..."
[Sooratun-Nahl, 16:36]

2. Conveying the divine legislation to mankind. The Most High
said:
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O Messenger (Muhammad (peace be upon him))! Proclaim (the
Message) which has been sent down to you from your Lord.
And if you do not, then you have not conveyed His Message.
Allaah will protect you from mankind...
[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:67]
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Clarifying what has been revealed from the religion. The Most
High said:
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And We have also sent down unto you (O Muhammad (peace
be upon him)) the Dhikr (reminder and the advice (i.e. the
Qur'aan)) that you may explain clearly to men what is sent

down to them, and that they may give thought.
[Sooratul-Nahl, 16:44]

Being a good role model for those who follow them and their
nations. The Most High said:
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Indeed in the Messenger of Allaah (Muhammad (peace be

>

upon him)) you have a good example to follow for him who
hopes for (the Meeting with) Allaah and the Last Day...
[Sooratul—Ahz_aab, 33:21]

To purify the souls, rectifying and cleansing them. The Most
High said:
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He it is Who sent among the unlettered ones a Messenger
(Muhammad (peace be upon him)) from among themselves,
reciting to them His Verses, purifying them (from the filth of
disbelief and polytheism), and teaching them the Book (this
Qur'aan, Islaamic laws and Islaamic jurisprudence) and Al-
Hikmah (As-Sunnah: legal ways, orders, acts of worship of
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him))...



The Duties of the Messengers

[Sooratul-Jumu’ah, 62:2]

Establishing the judgement of Allaah between the people. The
Most High said:
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And so judge (you O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) among
them by what Allaah has revealed and follow not their vain
desires, but beware of them lest they turn you (O Muhammad
(peace be upon him)) far away from some of that which Allaah
has sent down to you...

[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:49]

The bearing witness of the Messengers upon their nations on the
day of Judgement. The Most High said:
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And (remember) the Day when We shall raise up from every
nation a witness against them from amongst themselves. And
We shall bring you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) as a

witness against these...
[Sooratul-Nahl, 16:89]
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The Ruling on the One Who Defames the Prophets...

»

Section 15:
The Ruling on the One Who Defames the
Prophets and Messengers

Whoever reviles the Prophets is killed even if he was a Muslim prior (to
his revilement). The proof for that is that the Most High said:
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If you ask them (about this), they declare: "We were only talking idly
and joking." Say: "Was it at Allaah (glorified and exalted be He), and
His Ayaat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons, signs, revelations, etc.)
and His Messenger (peace be upon him) that you were mocking?"

Make no excuse; you disbelieved after you had believed.
[Sooratut-Tawbah, 9:65-66]

And the Most High said:
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Verily, those who annoy Allaah and His Messenger (peace be upon
him) Allaah has cursed them in this world, and in the Hereafter, and
has prepared for them a humiliating torment.
[Sooratul-Ahzaab, 33:57]

And the Most High said:
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The recompense of those who wage war against Allaah and His
Messenger and do mischief in the land is only that they shall be killed
or crucified or their hands and their feet be cut off from opposite sides,

or be exiled from the land. That is their disgrace in this world...

[Sooratul-Maa’idah, 5:33]

And what wrongdoing can be greater than the abuse and defamation of
the Prophets?! And the Most High said:
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For he who hates you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) he will be

cut off (from every good thing in this world and in the Hereafter).
[Sooratul-Kawthar, 108:3]

And what has preceded in Sunan Abee Daawood on the authority of 'Alee
Ibn Abee Taalib, may Allaah be pleased with him, that he said: "There
was a Jewish woman who used to revile the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) and defame him, so a man strangled her until she died. So the
Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) absolved him of her blood."®

And there has come on the authority of Tkramah from Ibn ‘Abbaas that
there was a blind man who had an Umm Walad® who used to revile and
defame the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). So he forbade her from
that but she did not stop and he firmly reprimanded her but she did not
heed the reprimand. So one night she began defaming him, so he took a
pick-axe and thrust it into her belly, lay on top of her and killed her. So

8 Abu Daawood number 4362 and al-Bayhaqee 7/60 with a saheeh chain from ‘Alee Ibn
Abee Taalib

9 Note: Ummul-Walad is the slave girl whose master has sexual relations with her and as a
result she gives birth to a child by him
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when the morning came, that (which happened) was mentioned to
Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). So he gathered the
people and said: “Allaah has blessed a man who did what he did due to
a right which I had upon him.” So a blind man stood up and walked
through the people until he sat before the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam). He then said: ‘O Messenger of Allaah! I am her owner. She used
to revile and defame you, so I forbade her from that, but she did not
stop. And I firmly reprimanded her, but she did not heed the reprimand;
and I have two sons by her. So one night she began reviling and
defaming you, so I took a pick-axe and thrust it into her belly, and I lay
on top of her until I killed her." So the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) said: "Bear witness that her blood was spilled lawfully."

And the famous story of the killing of Ka'b Ibnul-Ashraf, the Jew. And in
it, the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "Who will deal with
Kab Ibnul-Ashraf for verily he has harmed Allaah and His
Messenger..."?

And the hadeeth of al-Bara' concerning the killing of Abu Rafi', a Jewish
man; and the hadeeth is in al-Bukhaaree.®

And more than one (of the scholars) have reported consensus upon
killing the person who reviles the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
whether he is a Muslim or a disbeliever. This ruling is not based upon
anything except evidences which have come concerning this issue; and
from them is what we have mentioned. From those who have reported

consensus is Shaykhul-Islaam Ibn Taymiyyah and he confirmed that it is
the same with all of the Prophets. He said:

91 Abu Daawood number 4361 and An-Nasaa'ee number 4070 and al-Haakim 4/
354, and it is saheeh.

92 al-Bukhaaree number 2510, 3031 and Muslim number 1801
93 al-Bukhaaree number 4038, 4040
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..and the ruling concerning reviling the rest of the Prophets is like the
ruling concerning reviling our Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). So
whoever reviles a specific Prophet by name from amongst the known
Prophets who are mentioned in the Qur'aan or who have been described
with prophethood or he reviles the class of Prophets absolutely, the
ruling concerning this one is as has preceded (i.e. he is to be killed)
because having eemaan in them is obligatory in general; and eemaan is
obligatory specifically in whoever Allaah has mentioned to us in His
Book. Reviling them is disbelief and apostasy if it was from a Muslim,
and war if it was from a dhimmi®*...and the evidence concerning this has
already preceded.

And he said:

Verily reviling the Messengers and the crime of defaming the Messenger
(sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) is greater than the crime of the apostate. For
verily cursing the Messengers and defaming them is like committing all
types of kufr together and it comprises all types of deviation - all kufr
branches out from it.%> [End of Ibn Taymiyyah’s words]

al-Qaadee 'lyyaad said:

Verily the verifying jurists and the companions of Ibn Sahnoon issued a
verdict for killing Ibraaheem al-Fuzaaree and he was a master-poet in
many of the fields (of poetry) and he used to mock Allaah and His
Prophets and our Prophet Muhammad (sallaallashu ‘alayhi wa sallam). So
al-Qaadee Yahyaa Ibn “Umar ordered that he be killed and crucified. So
he was crucified upside down, then he was taken down and burned...%

% Note: A non-Muslim residing under the Muslim rulership who has a covenant with the
government to live therein in security. He is bound to pay the jiziyah (a tax) and expected to
remain loyal to the Muslim ruler.

9 as-Saarimul-Maslul fee ar-Radd "Alaa Shaatimur-Rasool

% gsh-Shifa’ 2/218
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And the author of Shadharaatudh-Dhahab®” mentioned:

Kamaal al-Ahdab came to the Judge, Jamaalud-Deen al-Maalikee,
seeking a verdict, and he did not know that he was a Judge (he said to
him): "What do you say concerning a person who disputes (him and
another person), so he said to him (during the dispute) "You are lying
even if you were the Messenger of Allaah.' So the Judge said to him,
‘who said this?” So he said, ‘I did.” So the Judge made whoever was
present bear witness against him and he arrested him. The next day he
took him to the daarul-‘adl (the court house) and he ruled that he was to
be killed. So his neck was struck...

I say: This is from the many historical evidences proving what the
Muslim judges established from the highest form of legislated jealousy
for the sanctity of Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

And here is a collection of names of the Atheists of our era who are the
carriers of the ideology of "modernism:"

1. Abdul-‘Azeez al-Mugqaalih al-Yamaanee, a portion of his kufr
was mentioned in the book, Mu aamaratul-Kubraa ’'Alal-Mar'atul
Muslimah. 1/343-347

2. Abdul-Wahhaab al-Bayaanee, an Iraagee Marxist poet.

3. Mahmood Darweesh, A member of al-Hizbush-Shuyu'ee al-
Filasteenee (lit. The Palestinian Communist Party)

4. Adoonees as-Sooree, a Nusayree Communist

5. Salaah Abdus-Saboor al-Misree, A leader of the modern day
Atheists

And if you desire additional information concerning these Atheists and
whoever is upon their way, then return to the book, al-Hadaathah fee
Meezaanil-Islaam.

97 Shadharaatudh-Dhahab 6/9
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So I ask Allaah to destroy them and that He seizes them with a seizure of
the All-Mighty, the All-Capable.
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The Worst of People with Regards to Allaah’s Punishment...

»®

Section 16:
The Worst of People with Regards to Allaah’s
Punishment is a Man Who was Killed by a
Prophet or a Man Who Killed a Prophet

From the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah, may Allaah be pleased with him,
who said: Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:

"Allaah's wrath is severe upon one whom a Messenger has killed in the
path of Allaah..."

And the hadeeth of Ibn “Abbaas, may Allaah be pleased with them both,
that Allaah’s Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "Allaah’s
wrath is severe upon the one whom a Prophet has killed..."

And on the authority of Ibn Mas'ood, may Allaah be pleased with him,
who said: Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "The
worst of the people with regards to punishment on the Day of Judgment
is a man who was killed by a prophet or who killed a prophet."10

9% al-Bukhaaree number 4073, Muslim number 1793 and Ahmad 2/317
9 al-Bukhaaree number 4074, 4076

100 Ahmad 1/407 with a good chain, see as-Silsilah as-Saheehah #281
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The Most Severely Tried Amongst Mankind are the Prophets

)

Section 17:
The Most Severely Tried Amongst Mankind
are the Prophets

Due to the strength of the eemaan of the Prophets and Messengers and
the greatness of their patience and their firm fear of Allaah; Allaah tested
them with different types of great trials. Allaah’s Messenger (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "The most severely tried amongst mankind are the
Prophets; then those who are most like them, then those who are most
like them. The people are tried according to their (level of) eemaan..."101

And these trials are from the greatest reasons for the raising of the rank
of the Prophets and Messengers with Allaah.

Point of Benefit - At-Tahaawee mentioned: "The reasons for the
multiplicity of reward for the Prophets, upon them be peace, is that they
do not have misdeeds, as opposed to other than them from the human
beings. For verily the trials (they go through) expiate their sins from
them,"102 :

101 at-Tirmidhee number 2398, Ibn Maajah number 4023, ad-Daarimee 320/2, Ahmad 172/1,
180 and 185...on the authority of Sa’d Ibn Abee Waqqaas and it is authentic.
102 g]-Mushkil 3/64
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Allaah Took a Covenant from all the Prophets and...

)

Section 18:
Allaah Took a Covenant from all of the
Prophets and Messengers

(The Covenant) was for them to support and help one another. The Most
High said:
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And (remember) when Allaah took the Covenant of the Prophets,

3%

saying: "Take whatever I gave you from the Book and Hikmah
(understanding of the Laws of Allaah), and afterwards there will come
to you a Messenger (Muhammad (peace be upon him)) confirming
what is with you; you must, then, believe in him and help him..."
[Soorah Aali-'Imraan, 3:81]

Ibn Katheer said, in explanation of this verse:

The Most High is informing us that He took a covenant from every
Prophet that He sent - from Aadam to ‘Eesaa - upon them be peace, for
what Allaah gave them from the Book and the Hikmah. And he (that
Prophet) conveyed to an extent, then a Prophet would come after him
and believe in him and assist him. And what he had from knowledge
and prophethood did not prevent him from following and helping the
Prophet who preceded him.13

103 Tafser Ibn Katheer 1/332
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The Gatherings of the Prophets are Preserved from...

)

Section 19:
The Gatherings of the Prophets are Preserved
from Contention and Differing

From the hadeeth of Ibn ‘Abbaas, may Allaah be pleased with them both,
who said: “The sickness of Allaah's Messenger worsened so he said,
’Bring me a book so that I may write for you a writing for which you will
never go astray after it.” So they began to dispute in his presence, and
disputation is not proper in the presence of a Prophet..” And in al-
Bukhaaree’s wording: "...get away from me for disputation is not proper
in the presence of a Prophet."104

104 g]-Bukhaaree number 3053, 3167, 4431 and Muslim number 1637
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It is not proper for the Prophet that He has Deceitful Eyes

X

Section 20:
It is not Proper for a Prophet that
He has Deceitful Eyes

From the hadeeth of Sa’d Ibn Abee Waqqaas, may Allaah be pleased with
him, in the story of the oath of allegiance to the Messenger (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) by Ibn Abee Sarh, (Ibn Abee Sarh was one of those
whom the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) did not trust). So Ibn
Abee Sarh came to give the pledge to Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) in the year of the conquest of Makkah. So the
Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "Is there amongst you a
wise man who will go to this man whom he witnessed that I did not
extend my hand to him for the bay’ah (oath of allegiance) and kill him?"
So they said: O Messenger of Allaah, we do not know what is within
yourself. Can you signal to us with your eye as to who he is?" So he
(sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "Verily it is not proper for a Prophet
that he deceives with his eyes."10

And this hadeeth has some minor weakness in it; but it is strengthened by
the hadeeth of Anas in Abu Daawood.1%

105 Abu Daawood number 2683, 4359, An-Nasaa'ee number 4067 and al-Haakim 3/45
106 Abu Daawood number 3194, al-Bayhaqee 10/85 and in it the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) said, "It is not for the Prophet that he should wink.” And its chain is saheeh.
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The Prophets Do not Die Until They Choose To

)

Section 21:
The Prophets Do not Die Until They Choose To

On the authority of Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her, who said:
Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “There was not
any prophet who fell ill except that he chose between the dunyaa and the
hereafter.”107

And the hadeeth of Abu Sa'eed al-Khudree, may Allaah be pleased with
him, who said: “The Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) gave a sermon
and said: "Verily Allaah has given a slave a choice between the dunyaa or
what is with Him. So he (the slave) chose what is with Allaah...””’108

107 al-Bukhaaree number 4435, Muslim number 2444

108 g]-Bukhaaree number 466, Muslim number 2382
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The Prophets and Messengers are Buried Wherever They Die

®

Section 22:
The Prophets and Messengers are Buried
Wherever They Die

On the authority of Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased with her, who
l said:"When Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) died, the
people differed as to his burial (site). So Abu Bakr said, ‘I heard
something from Allaah's Messenger, which I did not forget. I heard him
saying: ‘A Prophet has not died except that he was buried wherever he
dies.””109

109 At-Tirmidhee number 1018 and in “ash-Shamaa’il” number 372 and others. And the
hadeeth has a number of different routes or transmission and they are not free of weakness.
But by bringing them all together they rise to a level to be used as a proof. And from that
which increases their strength is the fact that the Companions acted with it. And al-
Albaanee authenticated it in "ash-Shamaa’il”, " Ahkaamul-Janaa’iz” and "Tahdhirus-Saajid”.
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The Prophets and Messengers are Not Inherited From

»

Section 23:
The Prophets and Messengers are
Not Inherited From

On the authority of Abu Bakr as-Siddeeq, may Allaah be pleased with
him, who said: “Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said:

‘We (i.e. the Prophets) are not inherited from. Whatever we leave behind
is charity.””110

And there has come from the hadeeth of Aa'ishah, may Allaah be pleased
with her who said: “Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)

said: “‘We are not inherited from. Whatever we have left behind is
charity.””111

Note - The statement of the Most High:

- A - 8 772
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And Sulaymaan (Solomon) inherited

(the knowledge of) Daawood (David).
[Sooratun-Naml, 27:16]

And His statement about Zakariyyah:
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So give me from Yourself an heir. "Who shall inherit me...

110 g]-Bukhaaree number 3092, 3093, 3712, Muslim 1759
111 a1-Bukhaaree number 6727, Muslim number 1758
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[Soorah Maryam, 19:5-6]

This is the inheritance of knowledge and al-Hikmah, not the inheritance of
wealth and in this there is no ambiguity.
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The Prophets and Messengers are Alive in Their Graves

»

Section 24:
The Prophets and Messengers are
Alive in Their Graves

On the authority of Anas, may Allaah be pleased with him, who said:
“Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu “alayhi wa sallam) said: "The Prophets are
alive in their graves offering prayer.”112

There are other evidences indicating that the Prophets are alive in their
graves such as the prayer of the Prophets and Messengers behind our
Prophet on the night of al-Israa” wal-Mi'raaj (Night Journey), in Baytul-
Magqdis (in Jerusalem). And the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
mentioned that he passed by Moosaa and he was standing in his grave

praying.

And the life of the Prophets in their graves is a life that is barzakhiyyah
(i.e. a life that is in al-barzakh, the period between death and resurrection.)
And its kayfiyyah (how-ness or full description) is not known. It is a life of
bliss; and from the greatest of that (bliss) is taking leisure in as-salaah.
And I ' have written about this in my book, A Warning for the Pious from
the Worship of the Graves of the Prophets and Righteous People. May
Allaah facilitate its printing and distribution.

12 al-Bazzaar in Kashful-Astaar number 2339, al-Bayhaqee in “Hayaatul-Anbiyaa’ Ba'da
Wafaatihim.” al-Albaanee authenticated this hadeeth in " As-Silsilatus-Saheehah" number 621
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The Earth Does not Consume the Bodies of the Prophets

»®

Section 25:
The Earth Does not Consume the
Bodies of the Prophets

On the authority of Aws Ibn Aws, may Allaah be pleased with him who
said: “Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaashu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Verily
Allaah has forbidden the earth from consuming the bodies of the
Prophets.’”’113

And the hadeeth is authentic. The muhaddith of this era, al-Albaanee, may
Allaah have mercy on him, spoke at length concerning it in Silsilah as-
Saheehah (number 1526). And some of the People of knowledge said:
"Verily there is no difference of opinion in this issue."

113 Abu Daawood number 1047, 1531, An-Nasaa'ee number 1374, Ibn Maajah
number 1085 and Ahmad 4/8
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The Meaning of: “Do Not Show Preference Between the...”

»

Section 26:
The Meaning of His (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) Statement: "Do Not Show Preference
Between the Prophets"

Some ahaadeeth have been narrated concerning the prohibition of
showing preference between the Prophets. From them is what has
preceded in al-Bukhaaree and Muslim from the hadeeth of Abu Hurayrah
and Abu Sa'eed al-Khudree, may Allaah be pleased with them both, that
the Messenger of Allaah (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "Do not
consider me to be better than the (other) Prophets."* And in Muslim's
wording: "Do not show preference between the Prophets of Allaah" and
in a version of al-Bukhaaree: "Do not consider me to be better than
Moosaa."

And the hadeeth of Ibn ‘Abbaas, may Allaah be pleased with them both,
who said, “Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘It is
not proper for a slave that he says that I am better than Yoonus Ibn
Matta.””"115

The scholars have made many statements indicating this prohibition,
reconciling it with the verses and ahaadeeth which have been narrated
concerning the levels of preference between the Prophets of Allaah and
narrated concerning the precedence of Muhammad Ibn 'Abdullaah
(sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) over the rest of the Prophets and

114 g]l-Bukhaaree number 4638, Muslim 4/1844

115 Agreed upon
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Messengers. Like his (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) statement: "I am the
leader of the children of Aadam, and I am not boasting."!16

And the best of what has been said concerning the prohibition

mentioned here is as follows:

That the showing of preference between the Prophets, when it
leads to quarrelling, heated feuding and tribalism, then it is to be
left. And what proves this is the reason for his (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) statement: "Do not consider me to be better than
Moosaa." There occurred between a Muslim and Jew an incident
in which each one of them was giving precedence to his Prophet
and that lead to the Muslim slapping the Jew. So the two of them
disputed before the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) so he
said: "Do not consider me to be better than Moosaa."

That the showing of preference, if it contains diminution and
disdain for the one who has been given preference, then it is
forbidden.

And with this, there is no harm in affirming levels of preference between
the Prophets when it is devoid of what has been mentioned and Allaah
knows best.

116 Muslim and others from Abu Hurayrah
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Section 27:
The Difference Between the Prophet and the
Muhaddath (al-Mulham)

The muhaddath is the man of truthful perception, who has something
placed in his heart so that the truth flows from his tongue. And he is also
called al-mulham (one who is inspired). Confirmed evidences from the
Sunnah have indicated that there are muhaddathoon'® (such as) on the
authority of Abu Hurayrah, may Allaah be pleased with him, who said:
Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "There used to be,
amongst those who were before you, muhaddathoon. And verily if there is
in this nation of mine any from amongst them, it is “‘Umar Ibnul-
Khattaab."? And on the authority of 'Aa’ ishah, may Allaah be pleased
with her, who said, Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahy ‘alayhi wa sallam)
said: "Verily there used to be, in the nations before you, muhaddathoon.
And if there is in my nation, one from amongst them, then it is “Umar
Ibnul-Khattaab."120

And the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said about ‘Umar:
"Verily Allaah has placed the truth upon the tongue of “Umar and in his
heart." It has been narrated on the authority of Ibn ‘Umar, Abu Dharr,
Mu'aawiyah and Bilaal and it is authentic.

117 Note: not to be confused with muhaddith (hadeeth scholar or memorisor of hadeeth)
118 Muhaddathoon (with a fatah and a shaddah on the daal [3] :35%)

119 Al-Bukhaaree 4/211

120 Muslim 4/1864
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And the level of the muhaddath is after the level of the siddeeq. Ibnul-
Qayyim, may Allaah have mercy upon him said when he was speaking
about the levels of guidance for the people:

The fourth level: The level of tahdeeth (being a muhaddath); and this is
other than the level of the specific wahi’ (revelation given to the Prophets)
and it is other than the level of the siddeegeen such as ‘Umar Ibnul-
Khattaab, may Allaah be pleased with him. And with this, the
muhaddathoon are not (like) Prophets, let alone being (like) Messengers
but they are from the followers of the Prophets and Messengers if they
are present. And they are few in this nation. For this reason, the Prophet
(sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said "...And if there is in my nation, one
from amongst them, then it is ‘Umar Ibnul-Khattaab.12!

And the ahaadeeth mentioned do not confirm their presence. Rather, they
have come by way of irresolution and indecision as to if “Umar was from
amongst them.

And the differences between the muhaddathoon and the Prophets are
many. The differences between the Prophet and the muhaddath are the
differences between the Prophet and the walee; and mention of them will
come shortly. To conclude: It is a must that the statements and actions of
the muhaddath be considered in light of others from them (to see if they
corresponded to the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah). And the walee is
upon the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger, upon the
understanding of the Salaf of this Ummah.

121 Madaarijus-Saalikeen 1/39
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»

Section 28:
The Difference Between the Prophet
and the Walee

The walee is the believer who has taqwaa. The Most High said:
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No doubt! Verily, the Awliyaa' of Allaah (i.e. those who believe in the
Oneness of Allaah and fear Allaah much (abstain from all kinds of
sins and evil deeds which he has forbidden), and love Allaah much
(perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)) no fear shall
come upon them nor shall they grieve. Those who believed (in the
Oneness of Allaah - Islaamic Monotheism), and used to fear Allaah
much (by abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by doing

righteous deeds).
[Soorah Yoonus, 10:62-63]

And the differences between the Prophet and the walee are many (as is
understood) by Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah. 1 will mention some of them,

they are as follows:

1. Allaah singled out the Prophets with the spoken revelation. The
Most High said:
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Verily, We have sent the revelation to you (O Muhammad
(peace be upon him)) as We sent the revelation to Nooh (Noah)

and the Prophets after him...
[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:163]

And there is no wahi (revelation) to the awliyaa’ from Allaah.

2. Allaah singled out the Prophets with infallibility. So no one is
infallible except for the Prophets and Messengers. As for the
awliyaa’, they are not infallible. Rather they are exposed to kufr
and apostasy from Islaam if Allaah does not make them firm
upon it. The Most High said:
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O you who believe! If you obey a group of those who were
given the Scripture (Jews and Christians), they would (indeed)
render you disbelievers after you have believed! And how
would you disbelieve, while unto you are recited the Verses of
Allaah, and among you is His Messenger (Muhammad (peace
be upon him)) And whoever holds firmly to Allaah, (i.e.
follows Islaam - Allaah's Religion, and obeys all that Allaah
has ordered, practically), then he is indeed
guided to the Right Path.

[Soorah Aali-Imraan, 3:100-101]

And this address was directed to the Companions (may Allaah
be pleased with all of them) and whoever follows them from the
people of eemaan.
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Allaah singled out the Prophets with signs, and they are al-
mu'jizaat (miracles). As for the awliyaa’, then they have no
mu’jizah. The most that Allaah has given them is al-karaamaat
(wondrous things done by a walee) and the greatest karaamah that
they have is (their) clinging to taqwaa of Allaah. For this reason,
some of the scholars have said: "Be a searcher of al-Istigaamah
(uprightness/steadfastness upon the deen) and do not be a
searcher of the karaamah." And Ahlus-Sunnah do not differ
concerning confirmation of the karaamaat of the awliyaa’.

Eemaan and attestation to the prophethood of the Prophets is a
pillar from the pillars of eemaan. Whoever refuses to
acknowledge that from amongst the awliyaa’ or other than them
then he has disbelieved.

Obedience to the Prophets is obligatory upon the awliyaa’ but not
vice-versa. For the awliyaa’ are followers of the Prophets,
following their example and walking in their footsteps. So
whoever leaves it off, then he is not a walee of ar-Rahmaan
(Allaah), rather he is from the awliyaa’ of the Shaytaan. The Most
High said:
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And follow Me (Allaah) (i.e. be obedient to Allaah and do
what He orders you to do, O mankind)! This is the Straight
Path (of Islaamic Monotheism, leading to Allaah and to His

Paradise). And let not Shaytaan (Satan) hinder you (from the
right religion, i.e. Islaamic Monotheism), Verily, he (Satan)
to you is a plain enemy.
[Sooratuz-Zukhraf, 43:61-62]
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The highest rank reached by some individuals from the awliyaa’
is that of being a siddeeq. The Most High said:

oembally 1)l ondiall
And whoso obey Allaah and the Messenger (Muhammad

(peace be upon him)) then they will be in the company of those
on whom Allaah has bestowed His Grace, of the Prophets, the
Siddiqoon (those followers of the Prophets who were first and

foremost to believe in them, like Abu Bakr As-Siddeeq (may

Allaah be pleased with him), the martyrs, and the righteous.

[Sooratun-Nisaa’, 4:69]

So it is not possible that one from the awliyaa” can be a prophet,
even for a day, and whoever claims that, then he is a lying
zindeeq (heretic).

The prophethood was cut off with the death of our Prophet
Muhammad (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), and the prophethood
was sealed with him. So there is no prophethood for anyone
after him, ever. So whoever claims prophethood within this
ummah, then he is a lying zindeeq. As for wilaayah, it continues
until the establishment of the Hour.

The statements and deeds of the awliyaa” are subject to the Book
of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger. So that which
agrees with it, then it is accepted, and whatever opposes it, then
it is rejected. As opposed to the Prophets of Allaah, for verily
revelation is sent to them.

Nonetheless, these are some of the legislative differences between the

Prophets of Allaah and the awliyaa” of Allaah, and they are very clear;

and the praise is for Allaah.




Is it Possible from Someone from the Awliyaa’ to have...

»

Section 29:
Is it Possible for Someone from the Awliyaa’ to
have the Status of the Prophets?

Know that (with regards to) prophethood and its status, nothing equals
it from the successfully accomplished actions of the slaves. For whatever
righteous action from the acts of obedience (one may do), it could never
reach the level of prophethood. Also, the worship of the Prophets is
greater and purer than the worship of their followers. Rather, every one
of the awliyaa’ altogether do not reach the level of a single one from
amongst the Prophets. And this is the belief of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-
Jamaa’ah. The Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "Do not revile
my companions. For if one of you were to spend the like of uhud (in

charity), it would not equal a mudd'? (spent by) one of them; nor half of
it.""123

So if one who comes after the companions could not attain the status of
the Companions even if he spent a mountain of gold, so what do you say
about the actions of the Prophets and what Allaah has favoured them
with, from the revelation and infallibility? Rather, every action which the
obedient ones do for Allaah in which they follow the Prophets, the
Prophets have a reward in it because they are the example in that. The
evidences for that which we have stated are many, and from them is that
the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said concerning Abu Bakr and

122 Translator’s note: A prophetic mudd is one quarter of a saa’ which in modern volume
measurements is .75L (or 750ml), which means that a saa’ is three litres.” For more details,
see the forum post entitled 1 Saa’ = 3 litres, 1 Mudd = 750ml compiled by Moosaa
Richardson (www.salafitalk.net)

123 Al-Bukhaaree 7/21, Muslim 4/1967
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‘Umar: "These two are the leaders of the men (mature men) of Paradise,
from the first of them and the last of them, with the exception of the
Prophets and Messengers."124

As for some of the Mu tazilah and the Ashaa’irah, they say it is possible for
some of the righteous to reach the station of the Prophets, and this is
false rhetoric. And the reason for this statement is allowing their intellect
to take precedence over the reality (i.e. textual evidences). And how
insignificant their minds became when they saw the proofs and clear
signs from the Book of Allaah and the Sunnah of His Messenger
(sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

124 At-Tirmidhee from 'Alee (radiyallaahu ‘anhu)
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X

Section 30:
The Angels Do not Speak with the
Awliyaa’ and the Muhaddathoon

It has been narrated in a hadeeth on the authority of Abu Sd'eed Al-
Khudree, that it was asked: O Messenger of Allaah, how is the
muhaddath?" He (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) responded: "The Angels
speak upon his tongue."? After mentioning this, at-Tabaraanee said:
"None have this hadeeth emanating from Abu Sa'eed except al-Hasan (al-
Basree), and none have narrated it from al-Hasan except Abu Sa'd, his
attendant, and none narrated it from Abu Sa'd except Muhammad Ibn
Muhaajir, Ismaa'eel Ibn Ayyaash is alone with regards to him."

I (Shaykh Muhammad al-Imaam) say: al-Hasan did not hear from Abu
Sa'eed Al-Khudree and his attendant is unknown.

al-Haytamee said in al-Majmoo”: "At-Tabaraanee recorded it in al-Awsat
and in it (in its chain) is Abu Sa'd, the attendant of al-Hasan al-Basree,
and it is not known who he is..."

Adh-Dhahabee said: "Abu Sa'd, the attendant of al-Hasan al-Basree, it is
not known who he is and his reports are false."126

And the hadeeth in al-Bukhaaree on the authority of Abu Hurayrah in a
marfoo” form, which contains (the wording): "There were from amongst
those who were before you, from Banee Israa’eel, men who speak, but are

125 at-Tabaraanee in al-Awsat 7/ 18 number 6726
126 g]-Mizaan 10228
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not Prophets. If there is in my nation one from amongst them, it is
‘Umar."?

And Ibn ‘Abbaas recited the noble verse: "And We have not sent before
you (‘O Muhammad) any Prophet nor any Messenger nor any
Muhaddath..." Al-Bukhaaree collected it in a suspended form (ta'leeq). Al-
Haafidh said: "Its chain up to Ibn ‘Abbaas is authentic."12

I say: This recitation of Ibn “Abbaas is regarded as shaadh (irregular). And
the shaadhah recitation is not acted upon, and the hadeeth, (above) is weak.
The astray callers have utilised this weak hadeeth and this shaadhah
recitation, and have set about claiming that the Angels speak to so and
so. And they have alleged that the speaking of the Angels to so and so is
from the point of view of "inspiration to him." So he is, according to their
claim, a Prophet. And they gave them attributes which made them of the
same level as the Prophets, rather, higher than them. And this is a
backwards understanding. If we were to presume that the hadeeth was
authentic and the recitation (of Ibn ‘Abbaas) was mutawaatir’?%, then the
speaking of the Angels to him would still not be from the point of view
of wahi from Allaah to him because the prophethood has been cut off and
sealed with the sending of our Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).
The clear (meanings) of the Qur'aan and Sunnah indicate that, and this is
not hidden from even the minor students (of knowledge). Who are these
astray people in comparison to the likes of ‘Umar who was a true
muhaddath? For verily it was mentioned from him that he used to say:
"Let none say that I have judged with what Allaah has showed me. For
verily Allaah has not made that except for His Prophet. As for the
individual from amongst us, his opinion is speculation and not
knowledge."

127 a]-Bukhaaree 7/3679
128 Al-Bukhaaree 7/51 along with Al-Fath

129 Translator’s note: Emanating from multiple chains of narration
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And he said concerning the issue of al-kalaalah (i.e. those who die leaving
neither descendants nor ascendants as heirs): "I am speaking concerning
it with my opinion. So if it is correct then it is from Allaah. If it is in error
then it is from myself and from the Shaytaan." None, from the Salaf have
said that it is a must that the opinion of the muhaddath be accepted; and
the people of hadeeth have not spoken with this. So the people of
falsehood utilise the weak hadeeth to support what they want and desire.
May Allaah give them what they deserve.
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Section 31:
Statements that are Said Concerning our Prophet
Which Are in Opposition to Having Good
Manners with Him

I will mention a collection of statements by which, the one who says
them, misses the mark of correctness; and it is not proper for them to say
such things. Rather, it is upon them to avoid them and make repentance
to Allaah. And they are as follows:

1. The statement of one who says: "Abu Bakr sheltered the
Messenger of Allaah (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) when he
was expelled, and he accompanied him when he was alone."
Al-Tzz Ibn ‘Abdus-Salaam'® said: "Whoever said that Abu Bakr

130 Note: al-Izz Ibn ‘Abdus-Salaam, the Soofee Ash’aree about whom adh-Dhahabee said,
"Qutb Ad-Deen said: He used to like hearing funny stories and poetry, and he used to
attend chanting circles and dance." [al-"Ibar (3/299) of adh-Dhahabee, quoted from
Hageeqatul-"Izz ibn 'Abdis-Salaam (p.6)]. The muhaddith of our time, Imaam al-Albaanee
quoted him on occasion, and it seems some of the Scholars have made mention of him in
some specific matters, however, the following was posed to Shaykh “Ubayd al-Jaabiree,
may Allaah preserve him from Abul-"Abbass Moosaa Richardson (a post-graduate student
from Umm al-Qura University) concerning al-'1zz being mentioned by Imaam al-Albaanee.
Shaykh ‘Ubayd metioned, "As for Shaykh al-Albaanee's praise for al-1zz, then we will
apply our principle, that detailed criticism takes precedence over general praise. The
shaykh was not aware of the criticism against him, so he was only speaking based on what
he knew. And as Imaam Maalik said, 'Everyone can have their statements accepted or
rejected, except the occupant of this grave,' meaning the Messenger of Allaah, (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam)." For full details on al-'Izz Ibn ‘Abdus-Salaam and his ash’aree statements,
we refer you to the article: http://www.bakkah.net/articles/izz.htm

137



Statements that are Said Concerning our Prophet Which...

sheltered Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) when
he was expelled, then he has lied. And whoever said that he
accompanied him when he was alone, then there is no problem
with his statement, and Allaah knows best."131

Some of them say: "My beloved for the sake of Allaah's
Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)" This statement
contains obvious excessiveness. The legislated statement would
be: "My beloved for the sake of Allaah." Acting in accordance
with the apparent meaning of the Qur'aan and Sunnah and what
the Salaf were upon. And the eemaan of the slave is not
established except with the proper legislated love of the
Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

"Allaah and His Messenger know best." after his (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) death. The completion of good manners is that
it is not to be said. And it is not known that anyone from the
Companions applied that to the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) after his death. And some of them were between two
extremes; so they said: "The statement implies his knowledge of
the legislation not knowledge of the unseen and worldly affairs."

I say: It should be abandoned. As for whoever is upon the path
of the Soofees: that the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), after
his death, knows all of the circumstances of his nation, then this
is a deviation in of itself. So take note.

The statement of some of the heretics: "The Prophets did not
establish at-Tawheed." 1 say: This statement is kufr; and the one
who says it is a disbeliever and an apostate if he was Muslim
due to what it contains of denial of the Noble Qur'aan. For
Allaah has clarified in His Book, in more than one verse, that the
ones who came with at-Tawheed, called to it and established it in

131 Fatawaa al-"1zz Ibn ‘Abdus-Salaam number 40
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truth, were the Prophets and Messengers. It (this statement) also
relegates the station of prophethood.

5. The statement of the astray one: "We crossed a sea which the
Prophets (only) stood upon its shore." This statement is from
the excessive escapades of the Soofees and their vast claims to
trap the masses who have been deprived of the knowledge of at-
Tawheed. The Shaytaan has played much with the people of
tasawwuf (soofism), and this is from it.

6. "Muhammad al-Baadee" meaning: The Arab who lived as a
bedouin. And al-Fakhr ar-Raazee was tried with this statement
and great uproar was raised against him because of this
statement. The Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was from
the city (of Makkah) and not from the desert. So whoever said
this statement intending by it belittlement of the Messenger of
Allaah, then he is a disbeliever.

7. "Al-Faatihah is an addition to the nobility of the Prophet
(sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)." Some of the people of
innovation were tried with the giving of al-Faatihah to the
Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) after his supplication. And
this presentation which they speak about is from the recent
innovations. And it has been legislated for us that we seek
increase in the highness of the rank of al-Mustafa.’®? Such as
sending prayers upon the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam), and the supplication after the adhaan to give him the
Waseelah, which is the highest rank in paradise.!3

132 Al-Mustafa: One of the names of the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)

133 Muslim recorded that the Messenger of Allaah (sallaallashu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "If you
hear the caller (mu’aadhin), say what he says, then ask Allaah, then say salaah for me, since
whoever says salaah for me one time, Allaah will say salaah for him ten times. Then ask
Allaah to grant me al-Waseelah, for it is the rank in Paradise that only one of the servants of
Allaah will be granted. I hope that I would be that servant. And whoever asks al-Waseelah

for me, my intercession will be due to him."
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8. The author of Dalaa’ilul-Khayraat mentioned names for the

Prophet according to his assumptions. And from them:

o0 © O LLOOLOL LOOO

Ghawth (Aid)

Ghiyaath (one who brings help)

Mageelul-'Atharaat (remover of difficulties)

Sufooh ‘Aniz-Zallaat (the one who pardons those who
err)

Khaazinu 'Ilmillaah (treasurer of Allaah's Knowledge)
Bahru Anwaarik (sea of your lights)

Mu’aaddatu Asraarik (counter of your secrets)
Mu'tir-Rahmah (giver of mercy)

Noorul-Anwaar (Light of Lights)

As-Sababu Fee Kulli Mawjood (The reason for the
existence of everything)

Haa'ur-Rahmah (the letter haa in the word rahmah)
Meemul-Mamlaka (the letter meem in the word mamlaka
[kingdom])

Daalud-Dawaam (the letter daal in the word dawaam
[permanence])

Qutbul-Jalaalah (The pole of majesty)
As-Sirrul-Jaami’ (the collective secret)
Hijaabul-’"A’dham (the greatest veil)

Aayatullaah (sign of Allaah)

And this book Dalaa’ilul-Khayraat is filled with Soofee innovation,
rather it contains shirk. So it is not permissible to sell it nor buy it,

nor to give it (as a gift), nor to print it, nor to read it, except for

one who is firmly grounded in beneficial knowledge upon the

path of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jamaa’ah. Its author is from those who,
it has been ascribed to him, that he is the seal of the Awliyaa” and

this is a very dangerous ascription. It is feared for the one who
says it (that he may have fallen into) kufr and the refuge is with
Allaah. I add to what has preceded that these innovations with
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10.

11.

12.

these escapades actually belittle the Messenger of Allaah
(sallaallaahu “alayhi wa sallam). It is known that no one is able to
ascribe Allaah's Messenger with that which befits him except for
Allaah, and we are to but follow what has been presented in the
Qur'aan and the pure Sunnah in (regards to) the description of
our Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

"Moon of the Prophets." From their escapades is the statement
of some of the non-Arabs to some of those who they have called
Awliyaa’, (they say he is) the moon of the Prophets. And this
statement springs forth from very dangerous beliefs. And that is
that the Awliyaa’ are better than the Prophets. Clarification has
already preceded in one section of this study with proofs and
evidences that the excessiveness the Soofees place in the station of
their Awliyaa” over the station of the Prophets of Allaah. May
Allaah fight them for their slander.

"The Prophets are accused.” (When) it occurs that an individual
accuses another individual, the one who is accused says to the
one who accuses him: "The Prophets are accused" some of the
scholars have said that this is from the statements of apostasy.
And we ask Allaah for a good end.

That he (sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was poor. It is not befitting
to apply this word to our Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) because he (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was rich in heart
and soul. His poverty was by choice and not by force, because
Allaah laid the dominion and the treasures before him, and he
rejected them. So his poverty was not the result of scarcity of
strength. For the wealth was presented to him after the hijrah
(migration) in great quantities but he distributed it wherever
Allaah commanded.

"Muhammad (sallaallashu  ‘alayhi wa sallam) said.." The
completion of good manners is that the speaker says: "Allaah's
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Messenger said..." or "the Prophet of Allaah said..." The Most
High said:

4 LBR] (i B IS LT S 1,02 9y
Make not the calling of the Messenger (Muhammad (peace be

upon him)) among you as your calling of one another.
[Sooratun-Noor, 24:63]

13. "Habeebullaah" (the Beloved of Allaah). Some of the people
speak about the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) saying:
"Habeebullaah said..." and it is more correct that it be said:
"Khaleelullaah (the dear friend of Allaah) said..." Because khullah
(intimate friendship) is higher than mahabbah (love), and more
specific than it. And it is not for anyone except Ibraaheem and
our Prophet, upon them both be peace. As for the hadeeth: "...1 am

"

habeebullaah and I am not boasting..." it is weak because it came
by way of Zam'ah Ibn Saalih and Salamah Ibn Wahraam, and

they are both weak.

And some of the people of knowledge have mentioned the
statements of the Muslim: "The Messenger said.." or "The
Prophet said..." without attaching him to Allaah; and it is correct
that it be said: "Allaah's Messenger said..." or "Allaah's Prophet
said..." for the attainment of the completion of praising (him).

14. "Muhammadullaah" (Allaah’s Muhammad). Some of the non-
Arabs say: "muhammadullagh". So they put the name of the
Messenger along with the name of Allaah; and this is a
resemblance to the Christians who said: "Eesaa is the son of
Allaah." So let them beware of these dangerous words.

15. "I visited the grave of the Prophet." From amongst the
widespread mistakes is the statement of many of the people: "I

visited the grave of the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)."
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This statement is disliked because it implies that the individual
came to al-Madeenah because of the grave of the Prophet
(sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and not because of his Masjid. And
from that which is absolutely known is that travelling is only (to
be done) to his Masjid. And once he (the traveller) has arrived at
the prophetic city, it is legislated for him that he visits the grave
of the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam). And it is the best
and greatest grave found on the face of the earth, and in spite of
this, making a trip (solely) to visit it is not permissible.

"Genius.” From the more recent dangerous expressions is the
statement of some of the writers when they praise Allaah's
Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) referring to him as
"Genius." And this is diminution with regards to the Prophet
(sallaallaahu  ‘alayhi wa sallam) because within the station of
prophethood and messengership, no description can come near
to them (regardless of) whatever the describer may have
intended from veneration of the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam), and this word is used in praising other than the
Messenger (sallaallaahu  ‘alayhi wa sallam). For verily the
Messenger said, praising ‘Umar, may Allaah be pleased with
him: "I have not seen a genius invent falsehood."3 As for if the
speaker intended by it, affirmation of the Messenger (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) being a genius without messengership and
prophethood, then this is apostasy from al-Islaam, and the
refuge is with Allaah.

13¢ Agreed upon
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The Raafidhah (Extremist Shee’ah) Place the Status of their...

»

Section 32:

The Raafidhah (Extremist Shee’ah) Place the Status

of their Imaams above the Status of the
Prophets and Messengers

The Raafidhah emanate from a foundation of disbelief. And it is that the
prophethood has its place within their Imaams. And here are some of

their statements:

0
L X4

Al-Kaafee attributed to Ja'far as-Saadiq that he said: "Verily with
us is the Qur'aan of Faatimah, upon her be peace. And what will
make them know what the Qur'aan of Faatimah is? The Qur'aan
of Faatimah contains three times as much as your Qur'aan. By
Allaah, it does not contain one letter of your Qur'aan."%

And he mentioned therein one who said: "Verily Allaah sent
Jibreel to Faatimah to bring her solace and speak to her. And
verily that mushaf was tantamount to that conversation. ‘Alee Ibn
Abee Taalib wrote it down."136

And he said: "Verily our knowledge is transitory, mazboor (a
scripture revealed), and a scratching in the hearts and a pecking
in the hearing. As for the transitory (knowledge) it is what has
preceded our knowledge. As for the mazboor it is what comes to
us. As for the scratching in the hearts, it is inspiration. And as for

135 Al-Kaafee in his Usool 1/199
136 Al-Kaafee in his Usool 1/202
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the pecking in the hearing, it is the command from al-Maalik (i.e.
Allaah)"37

And on the authority of al-Hasan Ibn al-"Abbaas al-Ma'roof that
he wrote to ar-Ridaa saying: "May I be sacrificed for you! Inform
me what is the difference between the Messenger, the Prophet
and the Imaam?" So he wrote or he said: "The difference between
the Messenger, the Prophet and the Imaam is that the Messenger
is one upon whom Jibreel descends upon. And perhaps he sees
in his sleep, the likes of the dream of Ibraaheem. And the
Prophet, perhaps hears the speech and perhaps sees the
individual (addressing) him and does not hear (him). And the
Imaam, he is the one who hears the speech, but he does not see
the individual (speaking)." And he cited for that the verse (which
is shaadhah as was clarified earlier’®): "And we have not sent
before you (‘O Muhammad) any Messenger, nor any Prophet,
nor Muhaddath..."1¥

And these narrations are ascribed to Ja'far as-Saadiq and he is very

clearly free of them. And they assert that their Imaams have a Qur'aan

other than our Qur'aan and that the wahi (revelation) descends upon
them, and that the Imaams hear (the speech of) al-Maalik (Allaah).

The book al-Kaafee contains tens of narrations which affirm (their false
belief that) revelation was made to the Imaams of the Raafidhah. And the
author of (the book): "Ageedatu Khatamin-Nubuwwah bin Nubuwwatil-
Muhammadiyyah mentioned that the author of Anwaarul-Islaam fee 'Ilmil-

Eemaam said:

137 Al-Kaafee 3/248
138 Note: See section 30 - The Angels Do not Speak with the Awliyaa’ and the Muhaddathoon
139 Al-Kaafee 3/30
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As for the true knowledge, it is the knowledge of the Prophets and the
Awsiyaa’ (the administrators) since mistakes do not befall them, nor
lapses nor forgetfulness, then it is knowledge witnessed from Allaah
emanating from the revelation, intuition and the inspiration. And Allaah
guarantees the correctness of this knowledge, because it is from the
mystic knowledge...

And they claim for their Imaams, matters of the unseen that are not
known except by way of the revelation. And from that is what al-Kaafee,
titled (the chapter) in his book of usool: Chapter: The Imaams know who dies
and they do not die except by their own choice.'* And Chapter: The Imaams,
upon them be peace, know what was and what is, and nothing is hidden from
them, prayers of Allaah be upon them.*! The unseen matters mentioned
here, none knows them except Allaah alone. And Allaah shows (this
knowledge) to whom He wills from His Messengers to the exclusion of
others. As for all of that which is mentioned in the speech (above), then
this is not so.

And Husayn al-Moosawee said in his book which exposes the Raafidhah
entitled: Kashful-Asraar wa Tabra’atul-A'immah  al-At-haar after he
mentioned texts of the Raafidhah, he said: "And there are many other
narrations, we find them in al-Kaafee, al-Bahaar, Basaa'irud-Darajaat and
Saa’ ilush-Shee’ah."

I say: And what will make you know what is in these books from
falsehood? In them is what one wouldn't think of nor would one
imagine. Al-Majlisee began a chapter in his book, Bahaarul-Anwaar, with
this text:

Chapter: Their virtue (the Imaams), upon them be peace, over the Prophets and
all of the creation, and the taking of their covenant from them and from the
Angels and from the rest of the creation, and that the Messengers of Strong

140 Al-Kaafee 3/232
141 Al-Kaafee 3/249
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Will, they became Messengers of Strong Will with their love of them (the
Imaams), prayers of Allaah be upon them.

7
*

And in the book, Amaalis-Sudooq (page 71): "Jibreel came to the
Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) so he said to him: ‘O
Muhammad, 'Alee is the best of the humans. Whoever disavows
him has disbelieved.”” This is an outright lie and slander along
with the knowledge that they claim that Jibreel was treacherous
with the messengership, and gave it to Muhammad (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) while it was for none other than ‘Alee, may
Allaah be pleased with him. So they are the enemies of Jibreel,
upon him be peace. And they resemble the Jews with this. For
verily Allaah said concerning the Jews who made Jibreel their
enemy:
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Whoever is an enemy to Allaah, His Angels, His Messengers,
Jibreel (Gabriel) and Mikaael (Michael), then verily, Allaah is
an enemy to the disbelievers.
[Sooratul-Baqarah, 2:98]

And do not assume that the belief of the Raafidhah in placing
their Imaams above the Prophets and Messengers has changed
or ceased. Rather, their beliefs are still in place in our time like
the firmness of the mountains. Just look at what Khomeini'# said
in his book, al-Hukoomaatul-Islaamiyyah page 52: "And from the
necessities of our madhhaab is that for our Imaams is a station
that is not reached by an Angel brought near nor a Prophet sent
as a Messenger." And when this speech emanates from the

142 Translator’s note: Ruhulflah Mousavi Khomeini, Grand ‘Ayatollah’ of Iran from 1979
until Allaah rested the earth from him on June 3rd 1989.
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political leader of the Raafidhah, so what about those who have
the beliefs of the Raafidhah?

With that, I will present some scriptures which have descended upon the
Raafidhah from the heavens according to their claims, transmitted from
the book: Kashful-Asraar wa Tabra'atul-A'immah al-Athaar:

Al-Jamaa’ah

Saheefatun-Namoos

Saheefatul-‘Abeetah

Saheefatur-Ru"yah as-Sabq

al-Jafr and it is of two types: al-Jafrul-Abyad (the white fortune-

telling) and al-Jafrul Ahmar (the red fortune-telling)

6. The mushaf of Faatimah, (may Allaah be pleased with her and
may Allaah disgrace the Raafidhah)

7. The Tawrah and the Injeel because the Raafidhah claim that all of

the Heavenly Books which were revealed, descended upon their

gk N

Imaams

8. The Qur'aan and it is that which Allaah sent down upon His
Messenger, Muhammad (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), but they
claim that it is distorted. As for what has preceded, he
mentioned it being from the scriptures sent down upon their
Imaams, but it is preserved and nothing from it has been
distorted

And if someone says: Why do they portray in front of the Muslims that
they act in accordance with the Noble Qur'aan?

The Response: This is from the point of view of at-tagiyyah (deception,
hiding one's true beliefs) for it is nine-tenths of Islaam according to them.

At this point, we have clarified for the noble reader the great crimes

which the Raafidhah have committed concerning the Prophets,
Messengers and the people of the prophetic household.
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NOTE: The upper-part of Yemen used to be afflicted with the sects of the
Shee’ah up until recent times. However the da'wah of Ahlus-Sunnah has
become manifest, so Allaah has bestowed victory upon the people of
Yemen and given them success in accepting it (da'wah). So they have
removed the repugnant partisanship and have adorned the garments of
the Sunnah. And - with Allaah's Praise — they have come to realise the
legislated rights of the prophetic household. And they have made hijrah
(migration) from the innovations and have rejected the acts of
polytheism and this is a great good. However, the new occurrence is the
efforts towards establishing the Raafidhee ideology with regards to the
Raafidhah that are in Yemen, and they are a very small group, they
depend on the state of Iran - bearing the flag of misguidance. However,
Allaah will cause their hopes to fail and thwart their plans. So now the
Raafidhah are mobilising and trying to establish themselves with
deceptive and dangerous means. So let the people of Yemen beware of
being silent concerning them and compromising for them whilst they
create great dangers for the state (of Yemen). They aspire to place
sovereignty and leadership within their own hands, and they are
preparing for the time which will facilitate that for them. So let the state
(of Yemen) beware of them.

150



The Excessiveness of the Soofees in Placing the Status...

X

Section 33:
The Excessiveness of the Soofees in Placing the
Status of their Awliyaa’ Above the
Status of the Prophets

The People of Islaam know that the Soofee extremists give preference to
the walee over the Prophet. More than one of them has mentioned that
the first who said this was Muhammad Ibn 'Alee who is nicknamed al-
Hakeem at-Tirmidhee. He (al-Hakeem) said concerning the statement of
the Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) about the abstemious ones:
"The Prophets and the martyrs are envious of them (the Awliyaa’ of the
Soofees)." He said: "If they were not better than them, then they would
not have been envious of them." Due to this statement al-Hakeem was
expelled from Tirmidh'¥ and was ruled upon with zandagah (heresy).
And none from the people of Islaam have followed him upon this
statement.

It is a statement of clear misguidance because mere gubtah (envy) does
not indicate that the one envied is better than the envier. The Messenger
of Allaah (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) desired martyrdom, and yet none
has said that the rank of the martyrs is higher than the rank of the

Prophets and Messengers. Also al-Hakeem fell into another deviation
and that is claiming to be the seal of the wilaayah.

Ibn ‘Arabee al-Haatimee at-Taa'ee undertook the call to this creed of
disbelief. He has been explicit in many places in his books that wilaayah is

143 Translator’s note: Surkhandaryo (Surxondaryo Province — a region in south eastern
Uzbekistan of which the capital is Termez).
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greater than prophethood, and that prophethood is greater than
messengership. So he has made the walee greater than the Messenger as
well as the Prophet. And he favoured him (the walee) over the Messenger
greater than (his favouring of him over) the Prophet. He said: "The
height of prophethood in the barzakh'** is above the Messenger and
below the walee." As he said in his books, Lataa'iful-Asraar page 29 and in
Al-Fatoohatul-Makkiyyah, “Wilaayah comes first, then Prophethood then
Messengership.” And he says concerning the station of al-Wilaayah:

“From the image of al-Haqq (the Truth [Allaah]) we have some of his wilaayah;
all of it, we say, in the coming war. For us is the khilaafah (rulership) in the
dunyaa without doubt, and it has no rules in the everlasting gardens.”*

So his statement: “all of it” means all of the wilaayah is for them from
what is in that from prophethood and messengership. And his statement:
"For us is the Khilaafah in the dunyaa without doubt" means: above
everything.

And Ibn ‘Arabee also said:

"Between al-Wilaayah and messengership there is a barzakh (barrier) and in it is
prophethood. Its ruling is not unknown.”1%6 So he was explicit in saying that
prophethood is in the middle of wilaayah and messengership.

And he said in his book, al-Fusoos pg 203: "Know that al-Wilaayah is the
universal space which encompasses the world. And for this reason, it has
not been cut off. It contains general information. And as for the
legislation and the messengership, it has been cut off."

Ibn ‘Arabee (the atheist) and whoever follows him have made the case
that the walee is better than the Prophet. So he made the walee with whom

144 Translator’s note: The period between death and resurrection.

145 Al-Fatoohaat 2/248,252,256
146 Al-Fatoohaat 2/249
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the wilaayah is sealed as if he receives the Revelation from Allaah
directly. And he said, “My heart spoke to me from my Lord, and there is
no need for the Prophet.” He also said: "The walee does not take the
prophethood from the Prophet except after al-Haqq inherits it from
them. Then he grants it to the walee so that that may be a completion in
his right; until he is ascribed in that to Allaah and not to other than
him."#” So his statement: "and not to other than Him" means: not to the
Prophets.

These heretics say: “The Walee al-Khaatam (the walee who seals the
wilaayah) receives from the Prophet externally, and directly from Allaah
internally.” This is in the external and as for the internal, they say:
“Verily the Prophets receive from the lamp of the Awliyaa” and this is
heresy.

And a group of Soofee heretics claimed to be the seal (highest) of the
wilaaayah. From them:

1. Ibn ‘Arabee the atheist, died 638H
2. At-Teejaanee and he is nicknamed al-Qutb al-Akbar (The great
pole), died 1230H

Look at the timespan between the two. So this shows you that this creed
has spread over a long period of time. The author of the book, Bughyah
al-Mustafeed page 193-194, mentioned that at-Teejaanee said:

Verily the master of the existence informed him in wakefulness and not
in a dream that he is the Muhammadee Seal known with all of the Agtaab
(poles) and the Siddigeen. And that there is no station higher than his
station with regards to the knowledge of Allaah.

147 gl-Fatoohaat al-Makkiyyah 2/353
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3. Muhammad Ibn Sulaymaan al-Jazoolee, author of the book,
Dalaa’ilul-Khayraat. This book is filled with innovations and it is
not safe from the statements of shirk.

4. As-Sayyid 'Alee

5. Al-Qashaa'ee

Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allaah have mercy on him, said: "A group claimed,
everyone from amongst them that he is like Ibn ‘Arabee and perhaps
restricted it (his claim) that he is the seal of the Muhammadee Wilaayah, or
the completion of it or the likes of that. So that it is necessary that there
not be for Allaah, a walee after him."14¢ Anyhow, the naming of the seal of
the Awliyaa’ is a false naming which has no basis in the Book of our Lord
and the Sunnah of our Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), nor with
our Salaf or our Imaams. And it has emanated from the people of
misguidance and atheism. For the Awliyaa’ of Allaah are every righteous
believer. The Most High said:
s N gl Sns N AT 2 YTy
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No doubt! Verily, the Awliyaa' of Allaah (i.e. those who believe in the
Oneness of Allaah and fear Allaah much (abstain from all kinds of
sins and evil deeds which he has forbidden), and love Allaah much
(perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)) no fear shall
come upon them nor shall they grieve. Those who believed (in the
Oneness of Allaah - Islaamic Monotheism), and used to fear Allaah
much (by abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by
doing righteous deeds).
[Soorah Yoonus, 10:62-63]

148 Majmoo’ al-Fatawaa 11/363
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Section 34:
The Position of the Groups that Have Exited
from al-Islaam

Verily the groups that have exited from al-Islaam exert great efforts to
destroy the Islaamic legislation through various means. And from them
is their claiming its abrogation and not correctly acknowledging the
prophethood of the Prophets and the sending of the Messengers, nor the
resurrection and the gathering and other than that. And from these
groups are:

1. al-Baatiniyyah: Who are from the Ismaa’eeliyyah, the Qaraamitah,
the Nusayriyyah, the Durooz, the Buhrah, the Makaaramah, the
‘Ubaydiyyah, the 'Alawiyyeen, and the Faatimiyyeen. And all of
these are different names for one thing.

2. al-Baabiyyah: Who are attributed to ‘Alee Ibn Muhammad ash-
Sheeraazee, known as al-Baabaa

3. al-Bahaa'iyyah: Who are attributed to Mirzaa Husayn Ibn ‘Alee
known as Bahaa'ullaah

4. al-Qaadiyaaniyyah: Who are attributed to Ghulaam Ahmad al-
Qaadiyaanee and they are named al-Ahmadiyyah and Qaadiyaat
is a city in India.

So these groups and whatever is from their methodology are groups that
have exited from al-Islaam. Their disbelief is more than that of the Jews
and the Christians. And more than one of the Scholars, both past and
present, have transmitted the consensus upon that fact.
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Section 35:
A General Mention of the Collection of Books
Containing Distortion and Defamation of the
Prophets and Messengers

Dear Muslim, it is not hidden from you what Allaah has granted to His
Prophets and Messengers from completion (of characteristics) and high
ranks. So they are the best of the people in character, and the most
beautiful of the people in their dealings and the most truthful of the
people in speech, the most sincere of the people in their actions, the
greatest of the people in courage, the purest of the people in their souls,
the purest of the people in heart, they have the most fear (of Allaah) of all
the people, they are the strongest of the people in trust and reliance
(upon Allaah); the most abundant of the people in knowledge and
awareness, the most expansive of the people in mercy, the most noble of
the people in abstemiousness and wara 1%, the most patient of the people
with the people, the quickest of the people to pardon and forgive, the
furthest of the people from comparison; so they are the elite of Allaah's
creation.

He chose them for His Religion and He chose them for Himself. He made
them the recipients of His Revelation. He considered them as
intermediaries between Himself and His creation. So Allaah has extolled
them and expressed the highness of their status and mentioned their
rights. So defaming them is a great treason. Rather, it is a negation of
Islaam altogether and to defame them slightly in the eyes of the people is

149 Translator’s note: al-Wara' is a higher level of piety which necessitates that one leaves off
from the halaal, for fear that one may fall into the haraam.
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dangerous and weighty with the Lord of the "Alameen. The Most High

said:
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O you who believe! Raise not your voices above the voice of the

Prophet (peace be upon him), nor speak aloud to him in talk as you
speak aloud to one another, lest your deeds should be rendered

fruitless while you perceive not.
[Sooratul-Hujuraat, 49:2]

Indeed it is an intimidation and a severe threat (for) when voices are

raised when they speak, and they speak loudly with their statements.

And this verse remains until the establishment of the Hour.

So if the mere raising of the voices above them (the Prophets) leads to

rendering the deeds fruitless, then how about one who mocks them,

taunts them, slanders them and belittles them - how dangerous and

destructive. And here is a short clarification of what must be avoided

with regards to (negating) the rights of the Prophets and Messengers:
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Beware! And again beware of accepting what the books of the
Jews and Christians contain from the revilement of the Prophets
and Messengers. For indeed their books are filled with lies and
falsehoods which the (authentic) transmissions do not accept
and the intellect does not confirm. I don't mean the history books
of the Jews and Christians, rather, all of their books beginning
with the Tawrah and the Injeel which have been distorted. And
some of the scholars of tafseer have transmitted some of those lies
which are in the books of the Jews and Christians from what
they attribute to the Prophets and Messengers. And if I say that
the Jews did not find a shortcoming except that they attached it
to a Prophet from the Prophets of Allaah, then I would not have
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avoided the truth. So shirk, kufr, worshipping idols and
performing magic, astrology, lying, zinaa and other than that;
they attributed (some or all of that) to the Prophets. And the
Christians resemble the Jews (in this).

The books of the people of innovations and misguidance. They
contain statements of wickedness, obscure opinions and
fabricated reports which are not permissible to hear or to
transmit. I specifically mention from these groups; the Soofees
and the Raafidhah. For these two groups inherited from the Jews
and the Christians in what they have of excessiveness and
negligence concerning the rights of the Prophets and
Messengers, and other than that. If you desire something from
the explanation of this, then see our book, Warning the Pious from
Worshipping the Graves of the Prophets and the Righteous.

Beware of accepting the weak ahaadeeth in general, and I
specifically mention that which refers to the Prophets and
Messengers; since the liars amongst the ranks of the Islaamic
ummah have concocted many many things from speech which is
not befitting of the Prophets and they attribute it to the Prophets
and Messengers. Specifically those inclined towards the beliefs
of the Raafidhah and Tasawwuf (Soofees). Rather, they have
ascribed (whole) books (to the Prophets and Messengers) as they
are. So there is no might nor power except with Allaah.

The magazines and newspapers which contain atheistic ideas. It
is not hidden from you ‘O Muslim, that the atheism which is in
the lands of the disbelievers has extended its neck towards us (in
the Muslim lands). And some of the magazines and newspapers
have become a source for it. From that atheism is reviling the
Prophets, vilifying and defaming them with words and images.
And this is known by whoever follows what is said and
circulated in some of the newspapers and radio broadcasts.
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Section 36:

The Criminality of Whoever Defames the
Prophets and Messengers, Even Defaming Allaah,
In the Era - are a Small Group of
al-Hadaathiyoon (Innovators)

Dear reader, I saw from the point of view of defending the Prophets of
Allaah and His Messengers that I should mention a collection of the
books with their names, warning against them. And I have mentioned
previously that the majority of the books of the Soofees and the Raafidhah
contain defamation of the Prophets. I saw here that I should dictate the
books which I am warning against into two categories:

The First Category: Books containing many innovations and these
innovations are rife with polytheistic content. And the likes of these
books have reached the height of peril. And every Muslim has no choice
but to beware of them as much as he is able. And here are their names:

1. Ithaaful-Adhkiyaa’ bi Jawaazit-Tawassul bil-Anbiyaa wal-Awliyaa’ by
‘Abdullaah Ibn Muhammad Al-Ghamaaree

2. Irghaamul-Mubtadi’ al-Ghabee bi Jawaazut-Tawassul bin-Nabee by al-
Kawtharee, the Deviant

3. Laa min wal-"Alee Li-Naa'ee al-Mustafaa bi Daafi'il-Balaa by Ahmad

Ridaa al-Barbalawee al-Afghaanee, Imaam of the grave-
worshippers
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al-Anwaarul-Muhammadiyyah by Ismaa’eel Ibn Yoonus an-
Nabhaanee, the greatest defender of superstition in our era from
the Arab world.

al-Jawharul-Munadham fee Ziyaaratil-Qabr al-Mu’aadham by Ibn
Hajr al-Haytamee al-Makkee, one of the major callers to grave
worship.

Dalaa'ilul-Khayraat by Muhammad Ibn Sulaymaan al-Maghrabee
as-Soofee al-Khuraafee, famously known as al-Jazulee

Adh-Dhakhaa'irul-Qudsiyyah  Fi  Ziyaarati Khayril-Bariyyah by
‘Abdul-Hameed Ibn Muhammad al-Makkee

Adh-Dhikrul-Husayn Fi Seeratin-Nabee al-Ameen (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) by Muhammad Shafi’ al-Awkaaroobee

Qamrut-Tamaam fee Nafidh-Dhill 'An Seeratil-Anaam (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) by Ahmad Ridaa Al-Afghaanee

Madaarijun-Nubuwwah by ‘Abdul-Haqq ad-Dahlawee al-
Khurufee as-Soofee

An-Ni'matul-Kubraa ‘Alal-"Aalam fée Mawlid Sayyid Waladi Aadam
by Ahmad Ibn Hajr al-Haytamee, one of the major callers to
grave worship

Shifaa us-Sigaam fee Ziyaarati Khayril-Anaam by ‘Alee Ibn ‘Abdul-
Kaafee as-Subkee, one of the callers to grave worship. Ibn
‘Abdul-Hadee has refuted him in his great book as-Saarimul-
Munkee fee Radd "Alaa As-Subkee

Thubootul-Haadhir wan-Naadhir li-Ithbaat Kawnin-Nabee’ Haadhir
Naadhir llaynaa fee Kullee Zamaan wa Makaan by Muhammad Fayd
al-Aloosee al-Khuraafee
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14. Shawaahidul-Haqq fil-Istighaathah bi Sayyid al-Khal by Ismaa'eel Ibn
Yoosuf an-Nabhaanee. And this book of his surpasses all books
in being filled with shirk and superstitions. Muhammad Shukree
al-Aloosee established the refutation against him in his book
entitled, Ghayatul-Amaanee fir-Radd 'Alan-Nabhaanee

15. Kashfun-Nigaab fee Hayaatil-Anbiyaa’ Idhaa Kaanoo Tahtut-Turaab
16. Bahjatun-Naadhir fit-Tawassul bin-Nabee at-Taahir

Nonetheless, it is obligatory upon every Muslim, male and female, to
beware of reading, selling, buying or giving these books (as gifts) and
what is in their likeness, and it is upon the scholars that they warn
against them.

The Second Category: Books containing innovations and defamations
upon the path of the people of rhetoric from the Raafidhah, Jahmiyyah,
Mu’tazilah or the Ash’ariyyah, and perhaps the heretics (az-Zanaadigah).
And here are their titles:

1. Hayaatu Muhammad by Muhammad Husayn Haykal. The way of
the author in this book is the way of the orientalists. And what
do we expect from a man who traverses - in his writing of this
book - the path of disbelief? Those who are known to have
hidden resentment for the Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam). At any rate, this book is filled with heresy and atheism,
sometimes explicitly and sometimes implicitly. Mashhoor Hasan

Aali Salmaan mentioned a portion of that in his book, Kutub

Hadh-dhara Minhaa al-"Ulamaaq.

2. Araa’isul-Majaalis fee Qasasil-Anbiyaa’ by Abu Ishaaq Ath-
Tha'labee. And his book is filled with al-Israa‘iliyaat (stories from
the children of Israa’eel), insubstantial information, strange
narrations, calamities and trial.
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3. Tanzeehul-Anbiyaa’ by Ash-Shareef al-Murtadha. And he is a
filthy Raafidhee. He used the mention of the Prophets as a
corridor for affiliating the greatness of their Imaams. He wrote in
his book fifty pages claiming the greatness of their Imaams. And
the book is built upon the path of the people of kalaam
(theological rhetoric) from one angle and the Raafidhah from the
second angle.

4. Ismatul-Anbiyaa’ by Muhammad Ibn “‘Umar Fakhrud-Deen ar-
Raazee. He built this book upon the path of the people of kalaam.
And it gives precedence to the intellect over the texts and the
absence of using the aghaad hadeeth'® as proof, so he depends on
it.

5. An-Nubuwwatut-Anbiyaa’ by Muhammad Ibn 'Alee as-Saboonee.
This book contains some of the Israa‘iliyaat (stories) which would
make the bodies shiver and it contains horrible statements. Some
of the scholars have stood in criticism of the book and from them
is Nadharaat fee Kitaab an-Nubuwwaah wal-Anbiyaa.’

6. Quasasul-Anbiyaa’ and their reports are attributed to al-Waagqidee
but this is not correct.

7. Qasasul-Anbiyaa’ by Ni'matullaah al-Jazaa'iree Ar-Raafidhee. The
author confirmed in his book the mentioned beliefs of the
Raafidhah in all clarity and they are deviant beliefs. He said in the
introduction, page 7: "The trustworthy narrated from Ibn
Ibraaheem, from Abu ‘Abdillaah, upon him be peace, that he
said: "Allaah did not raise a Prophet since Aadam except that he

150 Note: Aahaad and Mutawaatir Hadeeth:

Aahaad - description of a hadeeth that has been narrated by a small group of narrators, not
reaching the level of mutawaatir (see: mutawaatir)

Mutawaatir - description of a hadeeth that has been narrated by a large number of narrators,

thus it is undoubtedly acceptable.

The majority of all hadeeth are aahaad, mutawaatir are rare.
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returned to the dunyaa and he aided the Chief of the Believers!
(i.e. “Alee Ibn Abee Taalib)."

I say: This is confirmation of this wicked creed; and it is the
recurring creed. It is based upon great deviation and defaming
the religion and it is that the noble Companions apostated from
the religion and that Abu Bakr and ‘Umar removed a third of the
Qur’aan pertaining to the wilaayah of ‘Alee, may Allaah be
pleased with him. And the victory shall come for 'Alee against
these (people). The book is filled with conspiracy of which the
Raafidhah are known for.

8. Minhajul-Anbiyaa’ fid-Da'wah Ilullaah by Muhammad Suroor. The
author appointed himself as a speaker about the methodology of
the Prophet in calling to Allaah whilst he is not the person for it,
since he was nurtured and brought up amongst political
factionalism which stands upon upheaval and revolution. Due to
this, you find him in the aforementioned book of his, babbling
much concerning that (political activism). And he depends upon
the statements of Sayyid Qutb! and his likes, taking from him

51 Translator’s note: Sayyid Qutb al-Ash’aree, al-Mu’tazilee, ar-Raafidee. The Scholars of
this ummah have warned us in brief and in detail against the evil of this man and his
writings. From them is what the ‘Allaamah, Dr. Rabee’ Ibn Haadee al-Madkhalee (may
Allaah preserve him) has stated in his book, Explanation of Usoolus-Sunnah of Imaam Ahmad
Ibn Hanbal pg. 32:

...And unfortunately Sayyid Qutb, by Allaah, denies belief in the meezaan (the scale on the
Day of Judgement upon which the deeds will be weighed), and he denies the (believer’s)
seeing Allaah. He traverses upon the path of the Jahmiyyah and the Mu’tazilah in many
issues of ‘ageedah (creed), and by Allaah, this is just in brief. We say this so that people will
not be fooled by the books of this man. For they are, by Allaah, filled with deviations ‘O
brothers; in the foundations and fundamental principles of the religion, Sayyid Qutb
commits blunders and many of the youth shall be lost due to their veneration of him and
their elevation of him to a status that he is not deserving of. For you will not find a

Mu'tazilee or a Jahmee with an innovation except that he shares in it with them, exposes it &
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instead of the scholars of the Sunnah. And the gist of what is in
his aforementioned book is his call to rebellion against the
scholars of Ahlus-Sunnah and the Muslim rulers. And he
(Suroor) said in the introduction of his book:

I looked into the books of ‘ageedah and I saw that they were
written in other than our era and they were solutions to the
affairs and problems specific to the era in which they were
written; despite their importance and despite their resemblance
to the problems occasionally; our era needs new solutions. For
that reason, the style of the books of ‘ageedah contains much
dullness. Because they are (but) texts and rulings. This is why
the majority of the youth have turned away from them and
renounced them.

I say: This speech is sufficient in clarifying the deviation of the
author from the manhaj of the Salaf because he claims that he is
Salafee. So his speech here is about none other than the Salafee
‘aqeedah and he has made an error, which nothing will save him
from its consequences except making tawbah to Allaah. And if
the author, in the introduction to his book, has explicitly
defamed the ‘ageedah of the Salaf, then what do we expect from
the writer and from the book?!

for them and (attempts to) clarify it unfortunately. So he denies the meezan (scale), the ‘arsh
(Allaah’s throne) and many other things. This is a dilemma - by Allaah!

Also, from that which has been stated concerning him is the statement of Imaam
Muhammad Naasirud-Deen al-Albaanee (rahimahullaah): “Sayyid Qutb had no knowledge
of the fundamental or subsidiary matters of Islaam.” (Taken from a handwritten letter in
Baraa’ah ‘Ulamaa’il-Ummah min Tazkiyah Ahlil-Bid’ah by ‘Isaam Ibn ‘Abdullaah as-Sunaanee)

From his beliefs is rebellion against the Muslim rulers, declaring the whole Muslim

Ummah to be disbelievers and wahdatul-wujood (unity of existence i.e. that Allaah and His

creation are one and the same). He was arrested and hanged for treason in 1966.
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9. The book, Irshaadul-Atqiyaa Ilaa Tanzeeh Sayyidil-Anbiyaa’ by
Adnaan Ahmad al-Junayd. And the author is from the
proponents of Wahdatul-Wujood (Unity of Existence — a corrupt
belief intending that Allaah and His creation are one and the
same), based upon the existence of his treatise by the name of
Fathul-Wujood fee Bayaan Ma'aanee Wahdatul-Wujood. And he is
considered to be the inheritor of Ibn ‘Arabee at-Taa'ee'> who is
known for great atheism and the refuge is with Allaah.

Also, the author is hell-bent on transmitting the rhetoric of true
misguided Soofees like ad-Dabbaagh, Ibn 'Arabee at-Taa'ee and
his Shaykh who is nicknamed Ibn 'Ulwaan ath-Thaanee,
Muhammad Ibn Yahyaa al-Junayd as is in the book its self. And
he transmitted his speech after criticising the statements of a
group of the scholars from the scholars of hadeeth and tafseer. The
author attempted, in a vile way, to revive the deviations of the
Soofees which he finds to be good. And he disregarded the fact
that the Soofees are dying out all over the world; and the greater
part of their death is in Yemen; and from that is the repetition of
"al-Hadharatul-Qudsiyyah (the Divine Presence)," and it is from
the dangerous Soofee expressions. Also, the author lied that our
Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) had Lawhul-Mahfoodh (The
Preserved Tablet) uncovered for him. He said on page 99: "And
the ahaadeeth are many, indicating his (sallaallashu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) knowledge of all the affairs of the dunyaa and the
Religion; and that Allaah showed him the secrets of the unseen
and (He showed him) what was and what is."

I say: The intention of the author regarding the creed of the
callers to shirk and superstition is to say that the Messenger
(sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) knows everything that goes on in
our lives while he (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) is in his grave.

152 See Section 33: The Excessiveness of the Soofees in Placing the Status of their Awliyaa’
Above the Status of the Prophets
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And the goal of these (callers) from this is that their Agtaab
(plural for Qutb; a term used to refer to their awliyaa’), after their
death, knows all of the affairs of the slaves, both living and
deceased.

This is in order that the living will worship them and come to
rub on their mausoleum (seeking blessing). And a group of
Soofees from Ta'az (a city in Yemen) have made it clear that
when they want a (particular) matter then they seek it from Ibn
Ulwaan.

Nonetheless, there isn't anything in this aforementioned book
except these deviations which are from the height of wickedness
with regards to our Lord, Glorified be He, and with regards to
our Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), and that is sufficient.
And the author also traversed, in this book of his, upon the path
of the people of kalaam from the Jahmiyyah, the Mu tazilah and the
Ash’ariyyah, while keeping in line with Sufism. And he defamed
some of the Companions and many of the scholars of hadeeth and
the Fuqahaa’ (Jurists). Rather, he said concerning Saheeh al-
Bukhaaree "Verily Saheeh al-Bukhaaree is filled with this nonsense
which the intellect of any person would not accept..." page 129
from his book: Irshaadul-’Atqiyaa.
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Section 37:
The Weak Ahaadeeth in Connection to Our Topic
Concerning the Prophets

It is from the beauty of writing and the completion of rectification and
the intensity of determination for the safety of the Muslim society from
the filth of disorder and corruption in their deen, that mention be made of
the weak and fabricated ahaadeeth which are considered to be one of the
contributing factors to the destruction of al-Islaam; and which opens up
its doors for defamation and taints its clarity and purity. I saw that I
should mention a collection of ahaadeeth in connection with my topic. The
weak and fabricated ahaadeeth which have been attached to the Prophets
and Messengers in every aspect of their lives are plentiful. And here is a

presentation of (some of) them:

The First Hadeeth: On the authority of Anas Ibn Maalik, may Allaah be
pleased with him, who said: “Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) said: ‘Allaah's Prophet (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) was sent
after 8,000 Prophets, from them 4,000 were from Banee Israa’eel.”

At-Tabaraanee narrated it in al-Awsat 1/237 number 574. And Abu Ya'la

number 4092 by way of Yazeed Ar-Raqaashee from him. And Yazeed is
weak as is mentioned in at-Tagreeb. At-Tabaraanee said: "And Ziyaad ibn
Sa'd narrated it from Safwaan Ibn Saleem from Anas."

I say: Safwaan did not hear from Anas as is mentioned in Jaami’ut-Tahseel

page 198-199. So the hadeeth is weak; and if it were authentic it would be
easy to reconcile between it and the authentic ahaadeeth.
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The Second Hadeeth: On the authority of Abu Dharr, may Allaah be
pleased with him, who said: “I said, “O Allaah's Messenger, how many
Prophets were there?” He said,’124,000 Prophets.” I said, “O Allaah's
Messenger, how many were the Messengers from amongst them?” He
said, ‘313, a very large number.” He said, “O Abu Dharr, four of them
were Suriyaanee: Aadam, Sheeth, Nooh and Khanookh, and he is Idrees.
He was the first one to write with the pen. And four were from the
Arabs: Hood, Saalih, Shu'ayb and your Prophet. The first Prophet from
the Prophets of Banee Israa 'eel was Moosaa and last of them is 'Eesaa -
the first Prophet was Aadam and the last of them is your Prophet.”

Ibn Hibbaan recorded it in al-Mawaarid 1/191-196, by way of Ibraaheem
Ibn Hishaam Ibn Yahyaa al-Ghassaanee (who said), "From my father,
from my grandfather, from Abu Idrees al-Khawlaanee from Abu Dharr
with it. And Ibraaheem is matrook (abandoned). Rather, some of them
have declared him a liar and he is alone in narrating it from his father,
from his grandfather.

And al-Haakim recorded it 2/596; and Adh-Dhahabee said, "As-Sa'dee,
he is Yahyaa Ibn Sa'd al-Basree as-Sa'dee. And he is matrook. And by way
of him, at-Tabaraanee recorded it, number 165, and Abu Nu'aym 1/166-
168, and Ibn ‘Aadee in al-Kaamil 7/2699" and he said, "This hadeeth is
munkar by this chain. And Ibn Jareer At-Tabaree recorded it in his book
of history 1/150-151, by way of al-Maadee Ibn Muhammad from Abu
Sulaymaan from al-Qaasim Ibn Muhammad from Abu Idrees al-
Khawlaanee from Abu Dharr with it in a marfoo” form. Abu Haatim was
asked about al-Maadhee, so he said, "I don't know him and the hadeeth
which he narrated is baatil (false)." And Ibn ‘Aadee said he is munkar
(rejected) in hadeeth. And in general, what he narrates is not concurred
with. And I do not know that he narrated from anyone other than Ibn
Wahb.” And Abu Sulaymaan is ‘Alee Ibn Sulaymaan, and he is majhool
(unknown).

The summary of the speech is: Most of these narrations are extremely

weak, so they do not strengthen one another. So the mention of 124,000
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Prophets is not correct from Abu Dharr, may Allaah be pleased with
him. And the hadeeth (of Abu Dharr) has already preceded in the
discussion about the differences between the Prophets and the
Messengers, and we clarified that it is authentic however without
mentioning the number of the Prophets.’®® This is more correct to me,
and Allaah knows best.

The Third Hadeeth: On the authority of Abu Umaamah, may Allaah be
pleased with him, who said: “Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) was sitting in the Masjid. So he said, O Abu Dharr...”” So he
mentioned the hadeeth. And in it: “What is the number of Prophets?" He
(sallaallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said, "120,000..." Ahmad recorded it 5/313-
314, by way of Ma'aan Ibn Rifaa'ah from ‘Alee Ibn Yazeed, from al-
Qaasim Abu “Abdur-Rahmaan, from Abu Umaamah in a marfoo” form.

And Ma'aan is adh-Dhimmee, and he is dha’eef (weak). And 'Alee Ibn
Yazeed is Al-Alhaanee, very weak. And at-Tabaraanee recorded it by
way of Ahmad, number 7871. It has already preceded that it is authentic
from the hadeeth on Abu Imaamah mentioning the number of
Messengers, not Prophets.

The Fourth Hadeeth: On the authority of Abu Sa'eed al-Khudree, may
Allaah be pleased with him, who said: “Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Verily I am the seal of 1,000 Prophets or more.
Allaah did not send a Prophet except that he warned his nation about
Ad-Dajjaal.”” Ahmad recorded it 3/79, and Abu Ya'la, and al-Haakim
2/702. And in its chain is mujaalid, Ibn Sa'eed al-Hamdaanee, and he is
dha’eef.

And it has been narrated on the authority of Jaabir, may Allaah be
pleased with him, that he said: Allaah's Messenger (sallaallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) said: "Verily I am the seal of 1,000 Prophets or more. And verily
there was not any Prophet from amongst them except that he cautioned

153 See Section 1.7: The Difference Between the Number of Prophets and Messengers
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his people about Ad-Dajjaal." Al-Bazzaar recorded it 4/135 number 3380
(in) Kashful-Astaar, and it is dha’eef because in its chain is mujaalid, Ibn
Sa'eed al-Hamdaanee, and he is weak.

The Fifth Hadeeth: On the authority of Ibn ‘Abbaas in a mawgoof form
from him, he said: "The Prophets were from Banee Israa’eel except ten:
Nooh, Hood, Loot, Saalih, Shu'ayb, Ibraaheem, Ismaa’eel and
Muhammad, prayers and peace be upon them..." Al-Haakim recorded it
2/441 number 3400; and At-Tabaraanee in al-Kabeer 11/276 number 11,723
by way of Sammaak from 'Tkrimah from Ibn ‘Abbaas. And the narration
of Sammaak from 'lkrimah is mudtaribah (weak or insufficiently
supported).
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Closing Comments

With the praise of Allaah and His tawfeeq (ability) I have completed what
I wanted to gather from the differences between a Prophet and a
Messenger. As I stated in another place, I saw the need for its mention in
this treatise. So I ask Allaah to benefit (the people) with this treatise, He
is in charge and able to do so.

Written by:

Muhammad Ibn ‘Abdullaah al-Imaam
Ma'bar, Yemen
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Appendix I: The Forty-Six Parts of Prophethood

On the authority of Anas Ibn Maalik (may Allaah be pleased with him)
that the Messenger of Allaah (sallallashu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "The good

dream of the righteous man is one part from the forty-six parts of An-
Nubuwwah (prophethood)."15+

In explanation of this hadeeth, from that which al-Haafidh Ibn Hajr

mentioned in his commentary to Saheehul-Bukhaaree entitled Fathul-

Baaree:155

1.

I say: That which al-Qaadee has taken to al-Hulaymee has
preceded him in it. I read in its abridgement by Shaykh ‘Alaa-
uddeen al-Qawnawee which he wrote with his own hand
(stating): "The prophets contend (with their people) using
miracles by which they (and their prophethood) are
corroborated, this is to distinguish them from others who are not
(Prophets) like them, just as they are distinguished by the
knowledge they are given.

So they are distinguished in two ways:
a) That which is within the sphere of education and that is the
Prophethood itself.

154 Saheeh al-Bukhaaree: The Book of Dream Interpretation, Chapter: The Dreams of the
Righteous, hadeeth #6983
155 Fathul-Baaree 12/361
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b) That which is within the sphere of corroboration (i.e. the
miracles etc.); that is the proof of their prophethood."

He (al-Qawnawee) went on to say:

al-Hulaymee intended here: a clarification that the righteous
dream is a part of the forty-six parts of Prophethood. So he
mentioned certain knowledge-based qualities with which the
Prophets are commissioned until he reached the aforementioned
number, the dreams being the first of them. The highest level of
that is Allaah's speaking to him (the Prophet — sallallaahu ‘alayhi
wa sallam) directly without an intermediary.

The rest are as follows:

2. Al-Ilhaam (The Inspiration) without speech. Rather he (the
Prophet — sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) acquires knowledge of a
thing within himself whereas he had no knowledge of it prior to

that nor was it to be deduced through other means.5

3. Al-Wahee (the Revelation) which came upon the tongue of the
Angel. He (the Prophet — sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) sees him
and the Angel speaks (directly) to him.157

156
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We relate unto you (Muhammad (peace be upon him)) the best of stories through Our
Revelations unto you, of this Qur'aan. And before this (i.e. before the coming of Divine
Revelation to you), you were among those who knew nothing about it (the Qur'aan).
[Soorah Yoosuf, 12:3]

17 On the authority of Aa'ishah (may Allaah be pleased with her) - the mother of the
Believers: al-Haarith Ibn Hishaam (may Allaah be pleased with him) asked Allaah's

Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam): O Allaah's Messenger! How is the Divine
Revelation revealed to you?" Allaah's Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) replied: %
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4. An-Nafth (the inspiration) of the Angel in to the heart of the
Prophet (sallallaahu “alayhi wa sallam). It is the type of Revelation

which is specific to the heart and not the hearing. He continued:

Perhaps the Angel inspires something within the heart of the
people of righteousness. However it is to give them hope in
vanquishing the enemy, inciting within them the desire for the
good and fear of the bad so that by that, the whispering of the
Shaytaan is removed from him due to the presence of the Angel.
This is, however, not from the standpoint of negating the
knowledge of legislative rulings of the promise (of al-Jannah) and
the threat (of punishment). For that is from the special

characteristics of Prophethood.
5. Perfection of his intellect so lapses in his intellect do not occur.

6. Strength in his memory to the point that he (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) would hear a long soorah and memorise it the first time

without forgetting a single letter from it.1

"Sometimes it is (revealed) like the ringing of a bell; this form of Revelation is the hardest of
all and then this state passes off after I have grasped what is revealed. Sometimes the Angel
comes in the form of a man and talks to me and I grasp whatever he says." Aa'ishah (may
Allaah be pleased with her) added: "Verily, I saw the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
being inspired and (noticed) the sweat dripping from his forehead on a very cold day as the
Revelation completed." [Saheeh al-Bukhaaree: The Book of Revelation, hadeeth #2]

1% On the authority of Sa'eed Ibn Jubayr: Ibn ‘Abbaas said, in explanation of Allaah's

statement:
4@y S AL oy 52 9
Move not your tongue concerning (the Qur'aan, O Muhammad (peace be upon him))

to make haste therewith.
[Sooratul-Qiyaamah, 75:16]
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"Allaah's Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to bear the Revelation with great
distress and hardship and used to move his lips (quickly with the revelation)." Ibn ‘Abbaas
moved his lips saying: "I am moving my lips in front of you as Allaah's Messenger
(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to move his (lips)." Sa'eed said: "I am moving my lips as I
have seen Ibn 'Abbaas moving his (lips)." (Ibn ‘Abbaas added):

So Allaah the Exalted revealed:

2
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Move not your tongue concerning (the Qur'aan, O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) to
make haste therewith. It is for us to collect it and to give you (O Muhammad (peace be
upon him)) the ability to recite it (the Qur'aan).
[Sooratul-Qiyaamah, 75:16-17]

Meaning: that Allaah will make him (sallallaghy ‘alayhi wa sallam) remember the (given)

revelation of the Qur'aan by heart and recite it.

The statement of Allaah:

£ A1k 56 PEARIEY
And when We have recited it to you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him) through Jibreel

(Gabriel)) then follow its (the Qur'aan’s) recital.
[Sooratul-Qiyaamah, 75:18]

Meaning: listen and be silent.
e E AR

Then it is for Us (Allaah) to make it clear (to you).
[Sooratul-Qiyaamah, 75:19]

Meaning: then it is for Allaah to make you recite it and its meaning will be clear by itself

through your tongue.
Afterwards, Allaah’s Messenger (sallallashu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to listen to Jibreel

whenever he came and after his departure he used to recite it as Jibreel had recited it (to
him). Saheeh al-Bukhaaree: The Book of Revelation, hadeeth #5

178



Appendix I: The Forty-Six Parts of Prophethood

7. His infallibility from committing errors in his ijtihaad

(reasoning).

8. The brilliance of his comprehension to the point that he has the
capacity for a variety of different types of deduction.

9. The keenness of his vision to the point that he could see things

from the most remote places on earth.'#

10. The keenness of his (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) hearing to the
point that he could hear things in the furthest recesses of the

earth which none besides him could hear.160

11. The keenness of his sense of smell as occurred with the Prophet
Ya'qoob (Jacob) and the shirt of his son Yoosuf (Joseph).16!

1% On the authority of Thawbaan (may Allaah be pleased with him): “Allaah's Messenger
(sallallaahu “alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘Indeed Allaah gathered up the earth for me so that I saw
its east and its west and indeed the dominion of my Ummah will reach what was gathered
up for me from it.”” (Muslim 8/182, Abu Daawood 4252)

160 On the authority of Ibn 'Abbaas (may Allaah be pleased with them both): “Once the
Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam), whilst passing through one of the graveyards of
Makkah or al-Madeenah, heard the voices of two persons who were being tortured in their
graves. The Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: ‘These two persons are being
tortured, not for something major (to avoid).” Then the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
added: ‘Yes (it is a major sin)! Indeed one of them never saved himself from being soiled
with his urine while the other used to go about with calumnies.” The Prophet (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) then asked for a green branch (of a date palm tree), broke it into two
pieces and put one on each grave. On being asked why he had done so he replied, ‘I hope
that torture might be lessened, till these get dried.” (Saheeh al-Bukhaaree: The Book of
Wudhoo’, Chapter: One of the Major Sins is not to Protect Oneself from One's Urine.
hadeeth #216)

161
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12. The strength of his body to the point that he travelled in one
night the distance of a thirty-night journey.

13. His (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) ascension to the heavens.162
14. The coming of the revelation to him like the ringing of a bell.163
15. The speaking of the sheep (to him).

16. The speaking of the plant life (to him).

17. The speaking of the tree trunk (to him).16¢

"Go with this shirt of mine, and cast it over the face of my father, he will become clear-
sighted, and bring me all your family.” And when the caravan departed, their father said:
"I do indeed feel the smell of Yoosuf (Joseph), if only you think me not a dotard (a
person who has weakness of mind because of old age)." They said: "By Allaah! Certainly,
you are in your old error. "Then, when the bearer of the glad tidings arrived, he cast it
(the shirt) over his face, and he became clear-sighted. He said: "Did I not say to you, 'I
know from Allaah that which you know not.' "

[Soorah Yoosuf, 12:93-96]
162
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Glorified (and Exalted) be He (Allaah) [above all that (evil) they associate with Him]
Who took His slave (Muhammad sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) for a journey by night

from Al-Masjid-al-Haraam (at Makkah) to the farthest mosque (in Jerusalem), the
neighbourhood whereof We have blessed, in order that We might show him

Gl i
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(Muhammad sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) of Our Ayaat (proofs, evidences, lessons,
signs, etc.). Verily, He is the All-Hearer, the All-Seer

[Sooratul-Israa, 17:1]
163 See footnote for point #4

164 On the authority of Jaabir Ibn 'Abdullaah (may Allaah be pleased with them both) that:
“The Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) used to stand next to a tree (trunk) or a date
palm on Friday (to deliver the sermon). So a woman or a man from the Ansaar said: O
Messenger of Allaah! Should we not build for you a minbar (pulpit)?’ He said: ‘If you wish.’
So they made for him a minbar. So when it was Friday he was urged towards the minbar %

180



Appendix I: The Forty-Six Parts of Prophethood

18. The speaking of the stone (to him).

19. His understanding (from) the howling of the wolf that its

provision be allocated for it.1¢>
20. His understanding the grunting of the camel.
21. He would hear the sound (of the Angel) but not see the speaker.

22. His ability to see the assemblies of the jinn.16

and the date palm began to weep like the weeping of a child. Then the Prophet (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) descended and moved toward it. It began to whimper like the
whimpering of a child being comforted. He said: ‘It was crying due to what it used to hear
from the dhikr next to it.”” (Saheeh al-Bukhaaree: The Book of Virtues, Chapter: The Signs of
Prophethood in al-lslaam, hadeeth #3584)

165 On the authority of Abee Sa'eed al-Khudree (may Allaah be pleased with him) who said:
“While a shepherd was amongst his sheep, one day a wolf attacked a sheep and took it
away. The shepherd chased the wolf and took back the sheep. The wolf sat on its tail and
addressed the shepherd saying: ‘Fear Allaah! You have taken the provision from me which
Allaah gave me.” The shepherd said: “What an amazing thing! A wolf sitting on it's tail
speaking to me in the language of a human being.’ The wolf said: ‘Shall I tell you
something more amazing than this? There is Muhammad (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) in
Yathrib (al-Madeenah) informing the people about the news of the past’ Then the
shepherd proceeded to al-Madeenah driving his sheep until he reached al-Madeenah,
cornered his sheep to one side, came to Allaah's Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) and

informed him of the whole story. Allaah's Messenger ordered the proclamation of a
congregational prayer then he informed them (the congregation). Then Allaah's Messenger
(sallallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: “He has spoken the truth. By Him in whose Hand is my
soul, the Day of Resurrection will not be established till beasts of prey speak to him and his
thigh informs him about his family as to what happened to them after him.”” (Ahmad Vol.3

Musnad Abee Sa’eed al-Khudree)
166
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23. Hidden images would be depicted for him; just as Baytul-Magdis
(the ancient house) was depicted for him on the morning after
the Night Journey (so that he described it to the Quraysh with

precision).

24. The occurrence of a matter of which he would know the outcome
of the affair (beforehand). As he said concerning the she-camel
when it knelt down at al-Hudaybiyyah: "The same one who seized

the elephant'” has seized her."

25. His being able to draw a conclusion on a particular matter based
upon the name of a person. As he said when Suhayl Ibn ‘Amr

came to them: "The matter has become sahl (easy) for you."168

Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) "It has been revealed to me that a group (from
three to ten in number) of jinn listened (to this Qur'aan). They said: 'Verily, we have
heard a wonderful Recitation (this Qur'aan)! 'It guides to the Right Path, and we have
believed therein, and we shall never join (in worship) anything with our Lord (Allaah).
[Sooratul-Jinn, 72:1-2]

167
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Have you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) not seen how your Lord dealt with the

owners of the Elephant? (The elephant army which came from Yemen under the
command of Abrahah Al-Ashram intending to destroy the Ka'bah at Makkah).
Did He not make their plot go astray? And He sent against them birds, in flocks,
Striking them with stones of Sijjeel (baked clay). And He made them like (an empty
field of) stalks (of which the corn has been eaten up by cattle).
[Sooratul-Feel, 105: 1-5]

168 Translator's note: The name Suhayl is the diminutive form of the word sahl (smooth or

easy). So Allaah's Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) derived this glad-tiding from his
name upon seeing him.
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26. He could see a thing up in the sky and draw a conclusion about
it regarding something that occurs upon the earth. As he
(sallallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "This cloud (in the sky) will
help to facilitate victory for Banee Ka'b."

27. His being able to see things behind his back.1¢?

28. His knowing what will occur to one who dies before death
reaches him. As he said concerning Handhalah: "I saw the
Angels washing his body." And Handhalah was killed while in a

state of sexual impurity.

29. Things were manifested to him by which he deduced victory in
the future, as has preceded concerning the Day of al-Khandag
(The Trench)70

30. His seeing the Paradise and the Fire whilst still being in the

dunyaa (world).1”!

31. Al-Firaasah (penetrating insight into affairs).

19 On the authority of Anas Ibn Maalik (may Allaah be pleased with him) who said:
Allaah's Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) prayed with us one day and when we had
finished, he turned, faced us and said: ‘O people, I am your Imaam so do not precede me in
the bowing, prostration, standing and leaving from the prayer. Indeed, I see all of you from
in front of me and behind me.”” (Saheeh Muslim, Eng. Trans. 1/374 #660)

170 Al-Bara said: On the day of al-Khandagq (the trench) there was a rock too strong for our
spades to break. He therefore went to Allaah's Messenger (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) for
advice. He (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) took the spade and struck the rock saying:
‘Bismillaah! (In the name of Allaah), Allaahu Akbar! (Allaah is the Greatest). The keys of ash-
Shaam (The area of Syria and Palestine) are mine; I swear by Allaah, I can now see the white
palace of Mada'in.” And with the third strike of the rock it crumbled into very small pieces.
He then said: ‘Allaahu Akbar, I have been given the Keys of Yemen, I swear by Allaah, I can
see the gates of San'aa whilst I am in my place.”” (Ibn Hishaam 3/330-331)

171 Refer to the long hadeeth of al-Israa’ wal-Mi'raaj in saheeh al-Bukhaaree: The Book of
Salaah: Chapter: How was the Prayer Legislated on the Night Journey. hadeeth #349
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32. The obedience of the tree to him to the point that it moved with

its roots and branches from one place to another then returned.'”

33. The story of the gazelle and its complaining to him (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) about the need of its small fawn.

34. Interpretation of dreams without error. 17
35. The assessment concerning the dates - whilst still upon the tree -
that it will yield such and such amount and it yielded exactly as

he said.

36. The guidance regarding the legislative rulings.17*

172 Translator's note: It is reported that the tree moved to shade the Prophet (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) while he answered the call of nature. However, I was not able to confirm

the authenticity of this report and Allaah knows best.
173
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And he raised his parents to the throne and they fell down before him prostrate. And he
said: "O my father! This is the interpretation of my dream aforetime! My Lord has made
it come true! He was indeed good to me, when He took me out of the prison, and
brought you (all here) out of the bedouin-life, after Shaytaan (Satan) had sown enmity
between me and my brothers. Certainly, my Lord is the Most Courteous and Kind unto
whom He wills. Truly He! Only He is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise. "My Lord! You
have indeed bestowed on me of the sovereignty, and taught me something of the
interpretation of dreams - the (Only) Creator of the heavens and the earth! You are my
Walee (Protector, Helper, Supporter, Guardian, God, Lord) in this world and in the
Hereafter. Cause me to die as a Muslim (the one submitting to Your Will),

and join me with the righteous."
[Soorah Yoosuf, 12:100-101]

184



Appendix I: The Forty-Six Parts of Prophethood

37. The guidance in the matters of administration in the religion and

in worldly affairs.17
38. Guidance in the aspects of the universe and its arrangement

39. The guidance towards good health through various types of

medicine.76
40. Guiding towards the means of nearness to Allaah.!””
41. Guiding towards beneficial skills.

42. Having knowledge of things that will be (in the future).

174
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With clear signs and Books (We sent the Messengers). And We have also sent down unto

you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) the Dhikr (reminder and the advice (i.e. the
Qur'aan)) that you may explain clearly to men what is sent down to them,
and that they may give thought.
[Sooratun-Nahl, 16:44]

175 On the authority of Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him) that the Messenger
(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "The children of Isra'eel used to be ruled and guided by
Prophets. Whenever a Prophet died another would take his place..." (agreed upon)
176 On the Authority of Abu Zubayr from Jaabir Ibn 'Abdullaah that the Prophet (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "Every ailment has a cure and whenever the cure of an ailment is
secured it becomes cured by the permission of Allaah.” (Muslim: The Book of Salaam,

chapter: Every Ailment has a Cure and the Encouragement of Seeking a cure. hadeeth #2204)
177
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Say (O Muhammad (peace be upon him) to mankind): "If you (really) love Allaah then
follow me (i.e. accept Islaamic Monotheism, follow the Qur'aan and the Sunnah), Allaah
will love you and forgive you your sins. And Allaah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful."
[Soorah Aali-‘Imraan, 3:31]
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43. Having knowledge of past events of which none reported before

him.

44. Being acquainted with the people’s secrets and their hidden

affairs.
45. Teaching the paths of guidance.1”8

46. Having knowledge of the means to civility in social dealings. He

said:

The knowledge-based characteristics of Prophethood reach a
total number of forty-six aspects. There is not a single aspect
from amongst them except [that it is on par with the righteous
dream, which he (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) has informed is
one of the forty-six parts of Prophethood. Although the majority
of them may occur from one who is not a Prophet, nevertheless,
the Prophet does not commit errors in it at all. But one who is

not a Prophet may commit errors in it and Allaah knows best."

178
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And thus We have sent to you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) Ruh (a Revelation,
and a Mercy) of Our Command. You knew not what is the Book, nor what is Faith? But
We have made it (this Qur'aan) a light wherewith We guide whosoever of Our slaves We
will. And verily, you (O Muhammad (peace be upon him)) are indeed guiding
(mankind) to the Straight Path (i.e. Allaah's religion of Islaamic Monotheism).
[Sooratush-Shoorah, 42:52]
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-

Appendix II: The Prohibition on Abbreviating the
Salaah and Salaams upon the Prophet (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) with SAW (and like terms)w

In the Name of Allaah, may the Salaah and Salaam of Allaah be upon His
Final Messenger, to proceed:

Muslims are obliged to send Allaah's Salagh'® and Salaam'$' upon
Muhammad (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) when his name is mentioned.
Allaah has commanded us:182
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“Verily Allaah and His Angels send salaah on the Prophet. O you who

believe! Invoke salaah upon him, as well as a complete salaam!”
[Sooratul-Ahzaab, 33:56]

And the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) said: "For each
time someone invokes salaah upon me, Allaah writes for him ten good
rewards because of it."183

179 From the article compiled and translated by Moosaa Ibn John Richardson. Added with
his permission (2010/08/30), may Allaah reward him. Source: www.troid.org

180 Sending salaah on the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) means that one invokes
Allaah to praise him and mention his high status to the Angels. See Jalaal Al-Afhaam (p.253)
of Ibn Al-Qayyim, Fathul-Baaree (11/179-197) of Ibn Hajr, or Ibn Katheer's tafseer to verse
33:56. k

181 Salaam: security

182 The meaning of Soorah Al-Ahzaab (33):56
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And the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) had described the one who
does not send salaah upon him when he is mentioned as "the stingiest of
people."8 And he exclaimed "Aameen!" to Jibreel's supplication, "May
Allaah repel the one who hears mention of you and does not invoke any
salaah upon you!"18

So here is the issue that needs to be clarified: Many people use the
abbreviation "SAW" or "PBUH" to fulfill this obligation in their
writing. Is this something that fulfills the obligation of sending the
salaah and salaam on the Messenger? Let us look now to some of the
statements of the scholars regarding this practice.

Bakr Abu Zayd said:

The safe practice, the way of true love, (seeking) reward (from Allaah),
respect and honour for the Prophet of this nation is to send the salaah and
salaam upon him when he is mentioned (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam),
carrying out the order of Allaah and the guidance of his Prophet
(sallallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam). For this reason, written abbreviations or
symbols used to represent salaah and salaam upon the Messenger
(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) are prohibited.

Some examples of these are:

183 An authentic hadeeth collected by Ibn Hibbaan in his Saheeh (#906, 3/187) on the authority
of Abu Hurayrah (may Allaah be pleased with him). Al-Albaanee declared it to be saheeh in
Silsilatul-Ahaadeeth As-Saheehah (#3359, 7/1080).

184 From a hasan hadeeth collected by Ibn Abee ad-Dunyaa in As-Salaah 'Alan-Nabee (p.30-31)
on the authority of Abu Tharr (may Allaah be pleased with him). Hamdee as-Salafee called
it hasan in his checking of the book.

185 From an authentic hadeeth collected by at-Tabaraanee in Al-Mu'jam Al-Kabeer on the
authority of Jaabir Ibn Samurah (may Allaah be pleased with him). Al-Albaanee
authenticated it in his checking of Al-Munthiree's At-Targheeb wat-Tarheeb (#1677, 2/298).
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SAAD (u<)

SAAD-'AYN-MEEM (p2<)
SAAD-LAAM-'AYN-MEEM (pade)
SAAD-LAAM-MEEM (pka)
SAAD-LAAM-YAA'-WAAW (s:ka)
SAAD-LAAM-'AYN (&<). [End of quote]sé

These examples are all used in some Arabic books. The English
equivalents of these abbreviations would be:

SAAWS
SAW
PBUH (and other like terms)

'Abdul-Qaadir al-Maghribee said:

As for SAAD-LAAM-'AYN-MEEM (palw), it seems as if it was invented
in the 9th century after Hijrah. In the explanation of the Alfiyyah of Al-
Traagee, a book about the sciences of Hadeeth, the author says,
"Abbreviations must be avoided, as well as neglecting it." This means
that one should stay away from symbols and not abbreviate it by
removing some of its letters, rather he should employ it ("sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam") fully in his speech and writing.

The author, Shaykh Zakariyyaa al-Ansaaree, then mentioned that Imaam
an-Nawawee related that there is consensus among those who are relied
upon that it is legislated to send salaah upon the Prophet (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) in speech as well as writing. So therefore, it is not from

the Sunnah to use symbols or abbreviations in place of it.

Then Shaykh al-Ansaaree mentioned that the first one to use a symbol
for it, his hand had been cut off, and Allaah's Refuge is sought...18?

186 Mu'jam Al-Manaahee Al-Laf-thiyyah (p.188)
187 Mu'jam Al-Manaahee Al-Laf-thiyyah (p.188-189)
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Ibn Hajr al-Haythamee said, "The word ‘SAAD-LAAM-'AYN-MEEM’
(ada) is not permissible. Rather, it is binding on us to send the salaah
and the salaam."188

Al-Fayrooz-Abaadee said, "It is not appropriate to use symbols or
abbreviations to refer to salash and salaam, as some of the lazy ones do, as
well as some ignorant people and even some students of knowledge -
they write 'SAAD-LAAM-'AYN-MEEM' (p2l<) instead of writing
'sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam."' 18

Ahmad Shaakir said, may Allaah have mercy on him said, "It is the
absurd tradition of some of the later generations that they abbreviate the
writing of 'sallallaahu “alayhi wa sallam.""1%°

Wasee Allaah 'Abbaas, may Allaah preserve him, said: "It is not
permissible to abbreviate the salaams in general in one's writing, just as
it is not permissible to abbreviate the salash and salaam on the Prophet
(sallallaghu ‘alayhi wa sallam). It is also not permissible to abbreviate
either of these in one's speech.""!

Some of the ignorant nussaakh (scribes) who were paid just to copy books
(by writing) used to abbreviate the salaah and salaam on the Messenger
with "SAAD-LAAM-'AYN-MEEM" (a2) in a connected way so that it
looked like a word in Arabic: SAL'AMA (p2d«). So then some of them
began to guess its meaning, thinking it was a four-lettered verb
(rubaa’ee), i.e. "kaan An-Nabiyyu sal’ama fee baytihi.." guessing at the

188 Al-Fataawaa Al-Hadeethiyyah (p.168)

18 From his book As-Salaatu wal-Bushr as quoted in Mu’'jam Al-Manaahee Al-Laf-thiyyah
(p-351)

19 The Musnad of Imaam Ahmad (#5088, 9/105)

191 From a handwritten answer given to me (Moosaa Richardson) by the Shaykh (I have it
on file #t AAWAOQ04 dated 1423/6/24)
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meaning: "it must be a word for sitting with a certain posture" etc.
wallaahul-musta’aan.

And Allaah knows best. May the most perfect and complete salagh and

salaam be upon our beloved Messenger, and upon his noble family and
Companions.
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®

Glossary of Important Arabic Words and Phrases

A

'Aalim (pl.
'Ulamaa)

Ahlus-Sunnah
wal-Jamaa'ah

al-Ash'aree (pl.

Ashaa'irah)

al-Baatiniyyah

al-Barzakh

A learned Scholar.

The people of the Sunnah, those who follow the
Sunnah of the Prophet (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)
and cling to the main body of the Muslims.

Those who claim to follow Abul-Hasan al-Ash'aree,
from their beliefs are the denial of most of Allaah's
Attributes.

A deviant sect who are an off-shoot of the Shee’ah.
From their beliefs is the belief in two gods, both
without beginnings, yet one is the reason for the
other's existence. They also claim that the Sharee’ah
has a Dhaahir (outer aspect) and a Baatin (inner or
hidden aspect.) For more details see: Talbees Iblees
of Ibnul-Jawzee.

A barrier; the period between death and

resurrection.
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D

Dha’eef

Dajjaal

Dhimmi

Dunyaa

Eemaan

G
Gubtah
H

Haraam
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A hadeeth containing weakness in the chain of

narration.

The one-eyed liar who will appear before the Hour
having "Kaafir" (disbeliever) written upon his
forehead (which only the believers will be able to

read) claiming to be Allaah's Messenger.

A non-Muslim residing under the Muslim
rulership who has a covenant with the government
to live therein in security. He is bound to pay the
jiziyah (a tax) and expected to remain loyal to the

Muslim ruler.

The world or the worldly life.

True faith comprised of (i) Belief in the heart (ii)
Testification with the tongue (iii) Action with the
limbs.

A permissible form of Jealousy.

Forbidden, impermissible or sacred.



Hawaariyyoon

Hikmah

Ifraat

Injeel

Irsaal

Ismah

Israa'eeliyyaat

Jaahiliyyah

Jahmiyyah

Jihaad

Jumhoor

Glossary of Important Arabic Words and Phrases

The disciples of the Proi)het ‘Eesaa (alayhis-salaam,).

Wisdom. It is also used to refer to the Sunnah (or

legislation) of the Prophets and Messengers.

Excessiveness or Exaggeration.

The Gospel; The Book given to the Prophet ‘Eesaa

(Jesus).
Dispatching, sending forth.
Infallibility.

Stories related by the children of Israa'eel, whether

in their books or otherwise.

The period of ignorance before the advent of
Prophet Muhammad (sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam)

Those who follow the ideas of Jahm Ibn Safwaan
who propagated the belief that Allaah's Names and
Attributes are not real, so their apparent meanings
must be distorted and denied.

Struggling in the Path of Allaah.

The majority (of Scholars).
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K

Kaafir (pl.
Kuffaar)

Kabeerah (pl.
Kabaa'ir)

Kalaam

Karaamah (pl.

Karaamaat)

Kayfiyyah

Khilaafah

Lawhul-
Mahfoodh

M

Majhool

Marfoo'

Matrook
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A disbeliever or rejecter of faith.

Major sin.

Speech. (In some contexts) theological rhetoric.

Wondrous acts performed at the hands of an

affirmed walee of Allaah.

How-ness or description.

Rulership.

The Preserved Tablet.

Unknown; a narrator whose veracity is not known.

Raised; a narration attributed to the Prophet

(sallallaahu ‘alayhi wa sallam).

Abandoned; a narrator whose narrations are
rejected by the scholars of hadeeth.
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Mawqoof Stopped; a narration containing a chain that stops
at a Companion and does not reach the Prophet

(sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam).
Mazboor A scripture that is revealed.

Mi'raaj The night ascension of the Prophet (sallallaahu

‘alayhi wa sallam).

Mu'jizaah A miracle performed by a Prophet.
(pl. Mu'jizaat)

Mukallaf One who is responsible.

Munkar Rejected; a narration which is not authentic and

contradicts other authentic narrations.
Mushaf A copy of the Qur'aan.

Mutawaatir A hadeeth reported by a large number of narrators
at every stage of its transmission, such that it is

impossible that it could have been a fabrication.

Mu’tazilah The followers of 'Amr Ibn 'Ubayd and Waasil Ibn
'Ataa, from their beliefs is that the Qur'aan is
created and the denial of Allaah's Attributes.

Nabee (pl. Prophet.
Anbiyaa’)
Nubuwwah Prophethood.
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Q

Qutb (pl. Aqtaab) Pole or Peg. A Soofee term used to refer to a special
rank reached by some of their scholars.

R

Raafidhah Extremist Shee’ah sect who curse and revile the
companions of Allaah's Messenger (sallallaahu
‘alayhi wa sallam) and believe that the Qur'aan is
incomplete. They also believe that their Imaams
have knowledge of the unseen and that 'Alee (may
Allaah be pleased with him) has within him
divinity. For more see Talbees Iblees by Ibnul-

Jawzee.
Rujoolah Manhood.

Rasool (pl. Rusul) Messenger(s).

Risaalah Message, Messengership.

Ru'yah Vision or dream.

S

Sagheerah (pl. Minor sin.

Saghaa'ir)

Saiafus-Saalih The Righteous Predecessors; the first three

righteous generations of Muslims as well as those
who came after them and traversed their
Methodology.
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Salafee

Shaadh

Sharee'ah

Shaykh (pl.
Shuyook)

Shirk

Siddeeq (pl.
Siddeeqoon)

Soofee (pl.
Soofiyyah)

Sunnah

T

Tafreet

Glossary of Important Arabic Words and Phrases

One who follows the Qur'aan and the Sunnah of
the Prophet Muhammad (sallallashu ‘alayhi wa
sallam) upon the Methodology of the Salafus-Saalih.

Irregular.
The Islaamic legislation.

An elder or a religious scholar.

The association of partners with Allaah.

One who is truthful.

One who follows the deviant creed of at-Tasawwuf
(soofism). From their beliefs is Wahdatul-Woojud
(unity of existence) i.e. that Allaah and His creation
are one and the same. Some of them also believe in
al-Hulul (incarnation) ie. that Allaah is incarnate
within His creation. For more details see
Hageeqatus-Soofiyyah fee Daw’il-Kitaab was-Sunnah
by Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Rabee' Ibn Haadee al-
Madkhaalee.

The statements, actions and tacit approvals of the

Prophet Muhammad (sallallaahu alayhi wa sallam).

To neglect; to fall short.
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Tafseer

Taqiyyah

Taqwaa

Tareeq

Tawbah

Tawraah

8]

Uluhiyyah

Umm Walad

Ummah

Wahi
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Commentary to the Noble Qur'aan.

Deception, apprehension. The belief of the shee’ah
that they may deceive people into thinking that
they are not shee’ah, even non-muslims. To them,

this is nine tenths (9/10) of their religion.

Fear, awe, awareness of Allaah and keeping one's
duty to Him.

Path or way. Often used by Soofees in stating the
methodology of Sufism they are upon.

Repentence.

The Torah, the Book given to the Prophet Moosaa
(Moses).

Divinity.

A slave-girl whose master had sexual relations

with her and as a result she bore a child.

Nation.

Revelation, divine inspiration.



Wabhi al-
Manaamee

Walee (pl.
Awliyaa)

Wara'

Wasee (pl.
Awsiyaa')

Wilaayah

V4

Zaboor

Zindeeq
(pl.Zinaadiqah)

Glossary of Important Arabic Words and Phrases

Revelation to a Prophet by way of a dream.

A friend of Allaah. The Soofees use it to strictly
refer to their "saints" but the true walee is every
pious believer.

A higher level of piety which necessitates that one
leave off the halaal for fear that one may fall into the

haraam.

Administrator. The Shee’ah use this term to refer to

their Imaams.

Patronage, friendship. The state of being a walee.

The Psalms; the Book given to the Prophet

Daawood (‘alayhis-salaam).

Herectic(s).
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ahaadeeth - VI, XII, XllI, XXIil, 49, 54, 61,
74,123, 126, 159, 167, 169

Ahlus-Sunnah wal Jamaa’ah - 32

Alameen - 14, 65, 84, 87, 158

al-barzakh - 119

al-Ba'th - 64

al-Hadaratul-Qudsiyyah - 167

al-Istigaamah - 129

al-kalaalah - 135

al-mulham - 125

al-Wara’ - 157
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