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THE WEAK BELIEVER

INTRODUCTION

All praise is due to Allah. I bear witness that there is
no deity worthy of worship but Allah and that
Muhammad is His servant and Messenger (peace be

upon him).
To proceed:

Allah has chosen to bless whomever He wills with iman
and Islam. These people, however, do not share the
same level of imdn; some are firm, some are weak, and
others are in-between. Firmness in iman is achieved by
fulfilling all of its components, whereas not fulfilling

them causes relative weakness in iman.

Many believers are experiencing a significant weakness
today that has brought calamities to Muslim
communities on collective and individual, religious and
worldly scales. These calamities are detailed
throughout this book.

A believer must be able to identify the areas of
strength and weakness in his iman according to the
understanding of the Qur'an and Sunnah. He should
always be vigilant about resisting his desires and

solidifying his iman.
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INTRODUCTION

Allah says,
{ ) G S G 2 ZE I G bAes 5l )

“As for those who strive hard in Us (Our
Cause), We will surely guide them to Our Paths
(i.e. Allah’s religion - Islamic Monotheism).
And verily, Allah is with the good doers.”1

My intent for this book is to help Muslims identify
weaknesses in iman, thus I named it “The Weak
Believer.” Read it carefully and benefit because this
book and those like it are provisions for the intellect.
They help believers abide by the truth and remain
upright on the path of Allah. This book rejects any
partisan orientation or any tribal fanaticism and
promotes prophetic guidance and leadership. I have
not intended to cover all aspects of weakness in iman,
but explore instead anything that threatens it by

describing the illness and then its remedy.

I hope with Allah’s support this book will awaken the
unaware, teach the ignorant, motivate the lazy, and
encourage the active. I hope it dissuades the unjust,
inspires following the righteous and warns against the
deceptive. I have done my best to cite authentic

Sources.

1 - Soorah Al-’Ankabut (29:69)

R 10>



THE WEAK BELIEVER

I ask Allah to make this book beneficial and sufficient,
to accept it with pleasure, and to forgive any mistakes.
This book was completed on the 26t of Dhul-Qi'dah,
1428 A.H. I ask Allah to bless all who assisted the
preparation, printing, and publishing of this book and

to rectify their family and offspring.

Written by:
Muhammad Ibn Abdullah Al-Imam

Dar Al-Hadith- Ma ‘bar

<]1e




CHAPTER 1: WEAKNESS IN GENERAL AND ITS
FORMS

CHAPTER 1: WEAKNESS IN GENERAL AND
ITS FORMS

“Ad-da'af (weakness), whether with dammah or
fat-ha,? is the opposite of strength. It is said the
word da'af with a dammah refers to physical
weakness only; whereas da'af with fat-ha refers
to weakness in reason. However, it is also said

they are interchangeable.” 3

Weakness Is The Inherent State Of The Human
Being

Allah says,
{6250 885y

“and man was created weak.” 4

Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir commented on this verse, “This is
why it is suitable that the commands are made easy
for the human being—because of his weakness,

feebleness, and lack of determination.”

2- Arabic diacritic marks (Translator's note).
3 - Lisan Al-'Arab: 8/61-62.
4 - Soorah An-Nisa' (4:28)

12



THE WEAK BELIEVER

Al-'Allamah As-Sa'di explained the first portion of the

verse,

/

{ % G247y

“Allah wishes to lighten (the burden) for you” as

follows:

“Allah has lightened His commands and
prohibitions. However, where there is hardship
in some commands He permitted what need
requires, such as (eating) the dead animal or
blood in severe hunger and marrying a slave
woman to a free man. All of this was made
lawful owing to His complete mercy and
knowledge of man's pervasive weakness in
regard to physical state, determination, iman,

and patience.”
Allah says,
e /}///‘ P s LA L At ;},
J.a:— Q)’WMQAJ-»)-JW& 6 \4»\@}
> ¢

//,// YL
{ WJW Q}Q«\.a)ud

“Allah is He Who created you in (a state of)
weakness, then gave you strength after

13-



CHAPTER 1: WEAKNESS IN GENERAL AND ITS
FORMS '

weakness, then after strength gave (you)
weakness and grey hair.” 5

Al-'Allamah Ash-Shingiti explained this verse as
follows:

Allah (Glory be to Him) has clarified man's initial
weakness in creation in various verses of His
Book. He clarified man’s eventual weakness in
other verses. The first weakness is mentioned in

the following verses:
{ O oo K 5Ty

“Did we not create you from a despised water
(semen)?” 6

And
{5 RS o I GE

“He has created man from nutfah (mixed
drops of male and female sexual discharge),
then behold, this same (man) becomes an
open opponent.” 7

5- Soorah Ar-Rum (30:54)
6- Soorah Al-Mursalat (77:20)
7- Soorah An-Nahl (16:4)
R 14490



THE WEAK BELIEVER

And
{ 1L o L5HE BT 2T S5 ¥

“Does not man see that We have created him
from nutfah (mixed male and female
discharge—semen drops).” 8

And
(O3 Bo st O$LI0TE)

“So let man see from what he is created! He
is created from a water gushing forth” °

And

o 22
{ WOANE EE Gy

“No, that is not like that! Verily, We have
created them out of that which they know.”10

And there are many other verses addressing this
issue. “The other weakness is mentioned in the

following verses:

8- Soorah Ya-Sin (36:77)
9 - Soorah At-Tariq (86:5-6)
10- Soorah Al-Ma’arij (70:39)

21549



CHAPTER 1: WEAKNESS IN GENERAL AND ITS
FORMS

{ H‘Jv‘ QA% ;}

“And of you there are some who are sent back
to senility.”11

And
{ @ Q)Ln; )/A;T ’/’\Id@mb’;}

“And he whom We grant long life, We reverse
him in creation (weakness after strength).
Will they not then understand?” 12

“Moreover, there is a reference to the strength
that occupies a middle position between these

two weaknesses. Allah says,

{@» 2 ou //)‘:L;}

“Then behold, this same (man) becomes an
open opponent.”13

- Soorah An-Nahl (16:70)
- Soorah Ya-Sin (36:68)
13- Soorah Ya-Sin (36:77)
] 6.



THE WEAK BELIEVER

The Intrinsic Weakness In Mankind

Every human being is inherently weak. Allah says,
{0 Gst 35V 35y

“Man was created weak.” 14

Al-Allamah ibn Al-Qayyim pointed out after citing the

statements of the interpreters:

“The correct view is that a human's weakness
comprises all the following aspects: physical
appearance, determination, knowledge, and
patience besides vulnerability to defects.
Therefore, one is always in desperate need of a
supporter who confers power and assistance on

him. If he lacks this aid, loss is inevitable.

“Interestingly, his creation in this state is an
advantage (because) it requires gratitude to
Allah (Glory be to Him) for it. This is a sign of
Allah's wisdom and might and whatever comes

from this of creation is considered good,
just, and wise in relation to Allah.” 15

14- Soorah An-Nisa (4:28)
15 Tariq Al-Hijratain: 185.

17O



CHAPTER 1: WEAKNESS IN GENERAL AND ITS
FORMS

Weakness is mentioned in the Qur’an in terms of
mankind's need for Allah. Allah says,

{ © L300 H G Tt 20T (e )

“O mankind! It is you who stand in need of
Allah, but Allah is Rich (Free of all needs),
Worthy of all praise.” 16

Ibn Al-Qayyim explains this verse:

“Allah revealed the essence of mankind. They
constantly stand in need of Allah. By contrast,
He informed us of the essence of Himself, Who
stands needless and is worthy of praise. Thus,
absolute need is associated with mankind’s
nature, whereas absolute self-sufficiency is
associated with Allah's Divine Entity. The
neediness of the human being (for Allah) is
inevitable, as is the self-sufficiency of Allah,
since the human must be human only and the
Lord can be only the Lord.”17

He also said, “The aforementioned weakness addresses
both the body and the soul, not just the body.”18

16 - Soorah Al-Fatir (35:15)
17 - Tarig Al-Hijratain: 23
18- Ar-Ruh: 150

] 8w



THE WEAK BELIEVER

Allah says,

.
St s As A S A T
Iy CILLN <G 2% A Ta0sdasils

g e -

23

{© 2411

“O mankind! A similitude has been coined, so
listen to it (carefully): Verily! those on whom
you call besides Allah, cannot create (even) a
fly, even though they combine together for
the purpose. And if the fly snatches away a
thing from them, they will have no power to
release it from the fly. So weak are (both) the
seeker and the sought.” 19

Ibn Al-Qayyim commented after citing the statements
of tafsir:

“The word 'weakness' in this verse applies to all
parties mentioned (i.e. the worshipper, the
worshipped [other than Allah], the fly, and the
individuals), and this is the correct position. So
whoever associates anything with the Mighty
Allah has not paid Him His due esteem, known

19 - Soorah Al-Hajj (22:73)
<219~



Him well enough, or paid Him His due
Majesty.”20

Ibn 'Ashoor says,

“Weakness in this verse encompasses both the
caller and the called: ‘those on whom you call
besides Allaah.’ The callers are weak because
they took the idols as gods and the idols are
weak because they are devoid of Divine
attributes.”21

20 - I'lam Al-Mowagi'in: 2/312-313.
21- At-Tahrir: 17/ 342.

20O



THE WEAK BELIEVER

CHAPTER 2: A BELIEVER'S WEAKNESS: ITS
TYPES, ROOTS, FACTORS, AND
CONSEQUENCES

A Believer's Weakness And Power Is Created By

Allah's Preordainment:

Know, oh brother and sister in Islam, that everything
operates according to Allah’s preordainment including

the power or weakness of the believer. Allah says,

“Verily, We have created all things with
gadar (Divine Preordainments of all things
before their creation, as written in the Book
of Decrees Al-Lauh Al-Mahfiidh).”22

Al-Allamah ibn ’Uthaymin interpreted this verse,
(p-292) “This great verse is a decisive proof that human
beings are of Allah's creation as well as their actions.

Indeed, everything had been decreed.”

Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with both of them)

reported.

22- Soorah Al-Qamar (54:49)

21



CHAPTER 2: A BELIEVER'S WEAKNESS: ITS
TYPES, ROOTS, FACTORS, AND
CONSEQUENCES

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,

3

}°/°‘/}e/°‘ L - a:w"
um_c_iJ)J_?hx_; u""‘i""‘%igﬁ"‘"d‘i

‘Everything is by decree, even incapacity and
cleverness.’” 23

Al-Hafiz ibn Hajar clarified (preordainment), “It means
everything must occur in line with Allah’s knowledge

and will.” 24
At-Tayybi noted,

“Cleverness in this hadith is the opposite of
incapacity, although its linguistic antonym is
foolishness, while capacity is the linguistic
antonym of incapacity. The word was used in
this way to prove that shrewdness, foolishness,
capacity and incapacity are all decreed by Allah.
This hadith decisively refutes those who affirm a
completely distinct power for other than Allah
and claim that a human’s actions originate from

his own power and will.” 25

23 - Recorded by Imam Muslim: 2655.
24- Al-Fath: 11/582.
25- Fayyid Al-Qaddeer by Al-Manawi: 5/22.

B LICS



THE WEAK BELIEVER

A Believer's Weakness Is Of Two Types: Religious
And Worldly

Weakness is usually religious and intangible or worldly
and tangible. Some believers have weaknesses of both
types. Those with religious weakness are either poor
and wicked or rich and wicked. Those with worldly
weakness are either poor and righteous or poor and
wicked. Those with both weaknesses are poor and

wicked.

Harithah ibn Wahb (may Allah be pleased with him)

narrated,

~
Nl

Ca
Ca

ol eliw Ao

Y
- % o 7 L2 4 s . PR L@ ° of
Z - ~ >

LY

u;;c}_:_;&sv)t__w_n_, B AN TN

D:O’
.((;,_S_i_,_w_»

“Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said,
‘Shall I not inform you about the residents of
Paradise? (They are) every weak person whom
people regard as lowly, but if he were to
swear an oath on Allah, He (Allah) would
fulfill it. Shall I not inform you about the

23~



CHAPTER 2: A BELIEVER'S WEAKNESS: ITS
TYPES, ROOTS, FACTORS, AND
CONSEQUENCES

residents of Hell? Every cruel, mean and
arrogant person.’”26

Al-Hafidh pointed out,

“The weak here refers to the individual who is
physically weak due to his humbleness and his
overall state of weakness in this world. However,
the one who is deemed (truly) weak is the person
who is seen as low due to his unproductiveness

in this life (dunya).” 27

I (the author) say, this hadith refers to the praised
tangible and intangible weaknesses. Hence, weakness
in religion is praised when interpreted as humbleness.
Likewise, physical weakness is praised if associated
with strong imén. The weakness of the poor is
described as lack of worldly tools of amusement (e.g.
wealth, power, etc.). However, they are worthy of praise
if their worldly weakness is associated with patience
and righteousness. Their worldly weakness will not

harm them (in the hereafter).

Intrinsic And Acquired Weakness

26 - Recorded by Imam Al-Bukhari: 4918 and Imam Muslim: 2853.
27_ Al-Fath: 8/846
D4 4De



THE WEAK BELIEVER

Every weak believer has these two weaknesses.
Intrinsic weakness is part of the human body and
soul. Allah says, “Man was created weak.” 28 This
kind of weakness has been explained in the previous
chapter. This weakness is necessary because it is from
the requirements of Allah's mercy and wisdom.

Acquired weakness is created by the speech and
actions of the believer. The levels of weakness or
strength present in believers depend on their nearness

to the causes of weakness or strength.

If a believer seeks the means to remove this weakness,
he can rid himself of it (i.e. the acquired type) and the
intrinsic weakness will not harm him. This is because
the means that lead to perfection are those that lead to
the perfection of iman.

Relative And Genuine Weaknesses Are Found In A

Weak Believer

Both types of weakness are found in all weak believers.
Genuine weakness is considered disastrous in this
world and the hereafter according to Islamic law,
irrespective of whether it causes partial or complete
damage to the person. It is characterized by

abandoning Allah's commands or committing His

28 - Soorah An-Nisa (4:28)

25



CHAPTER 2: A BELIEVER'S WEAKNESS: ITS
TYPES, ROOTS, FACTORS, AND
CONSEQUENCES

prohibitions; whoever has these traits is genuinely

weak.

Relative weakness, on the other hand, is excused by
Islamic law. Fear of the enemy, lack of patience in
struggling against disbelievers, and the likes are
causes of this relative weakness. Indeed Allah does not
burden a person beyond his scope.

g ZBs
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“Now Allah has lightened your (task), for He
knows that there is weakness in you. So if
there are of you a hundred steadfast persons,
they shall overcome two hundreds, and if
there are a thousand of you, they shall
overcome two thousand with the Leave of
Allah. And Allah is with the patient.”2?

However, this verse is preceded by the following verse:

29 - Soorah Al-Anfal (8:66)
D6



THE WEAK BELIEVER
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“O Prophet (Muhammad peace be upon him)!
Urge the believers to fight. If there are
twenty steadfast persons amongst you, they
will overcome two hundred, and if there be a
hundred steadfast persons they will overcome
a thousand of those who disbelieve.”

Thus, both weaknesses are found in the weak believer,
whereas only the relative 30 weakness is found in the

strong believer.

A Believer’s Weakness Is In Two Forms: Outward
And Inward

Any believer with an outward weakness must be even
weaker inwardly, because inward weakness leads to

the outward one.

30 Note: The term majaz, specifically, has been manipulated in
order to misrepresent both Qur’an and Sunnah. On the contrary,
majaz should not to be attributed to the Qur’an and Sunnah as it
is expounded in our book “Bidayat Al-Inhiraf wa Nihayatihi.”

R DT



CHAPTER 2: A BELIEVER'S WEAKNESS: ITS

TYPES, ROOTS, FACTORS, AND

CONSEQUENCES

An-Nu'man ibn Bashir narrated that the Prophet

(peace be upon him) said,

“Indeed, in the body there is a lump of flesh;
if it is sound, the whole body is sound, and if
it is corrupt the whole body is corrupt, and
behold, it is the heart.”31

Ibn Hajr commented,

“Weakness of the heart causes lassitude of the
limbs, and if the heart is sound they become

strong.” 32

Weakness Of Many Believers Is That Of Either
Knowledge Or Practice

The weakness of the Dbeliever arises from a
considerable lack in either knowledge or practical

31 - Recorded by Imam Al-Bukhari: 52 and Imam Muslim: 1599.
32 - Al-Fath: 6/269.
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THE WEAK BELIEVER

matters. Perfection in knowledge is acquired through
learning imdn and its requirements while perfection in
practice is acquired through commitment to good
deeds.

Many believers fail in one of two areas. Some have true
(shar’i) knowledge but don't act accordingly. Others
act, but their actions are inconsistent with shari
knowledge. The Prophet (peace be upon him) pointed
out that a believer's weakness in knowledge causes

weakness in religious practice.

It is reported by 'Awf ibn Malik (may Allah be pleased
with him),

“One day, we were sitting with the Prophet
(peace be upon him) and he looked at the sky,
and then said,

- oz ° ° }/g )
RS P S 5 N

‘There will be a time when knowledge will be
taken away.’

A man named Ziyad ibn Labid from the Ansar
said, ‘O Messenger of Allah! And how is it that

knowledge will disappear while we recite the
Qur'an and read it to our children and our
wives?’ So the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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‘I thought you were among the most
knowledgeable individuals in Medina.’

‘Then he (the Prophet) referred to the
misguidance of the People of the Scriptures (i.e.
Jews and Christians) who have teachings in
their books similar to those found in the Book of
Allah (Glory be to Him).

‘Later, Jubair ibn Nufayr met Shaddad ibn 'Aws
in the masjid and discussed this hadith with
him. He (Shaddad) replied, “Awf ibn Malik has
told the truth.” He continued, ‘Do you know
(how) knowledge will disappear?’ He (Jubair)
said, 1 don't know.” Shaddad answered, ‘It will
be taken away) by the death of its holders
(scholars). And do you know which part of
knowledge shall initially be taken away?’ He
(Jubair) replied, ‘I don't know.” Shaddad
answered, ‘Humility (before Allah will be
removed) until you wouldn't notice any sincere

individual.” 33

33 - Recorded by Ahmad: 9/26-27. It is classified as authentic.
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The following quotation from Imam ibn Al-Qayyim
explores how both knowledge and implementation are
acquired and ultimately yield perfection. In
commenting on Ash-Shafi'i’s statement about Surat Al-
'Asr, “If humans were to ponder over this Surah alone,

it would suffice them,” ibn Al-Qayyim says,

“There are four integrating phases that lend the
believer ultimate  perfection upon their
completion. The first phase: knowing the Truth.
The second: acting accordingly. The third:
teaching it. The fourth: enduring patience
throughout the previous processes—and this is
the ultimate fruit of perfection. The actual sense
of perfection is established when the individual
is intrinsically perfect and integrant part to
fellow believers. This perfection is obtained solely
by fulfilling both knowledge and implementation.
The first is fulfilled by iman, while the other is

fulfilled by commitment to good deeds.” 34

Beginning And Ending Stages Of Weakness

It is known that weakness in iman produces other

weaknesses. It evolves gradually until it reaches an

34 - Miftah Dar As-Sa'dah: 1/238-239
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abrupt conclusion. Textual evidence refers to these
stages and represents an example for every wise

individual to ponder over.

Hudhaifa bin Al-Yaman narrated,
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“The people used to ask Allah's Prophet about
the good, but I used to ask him about the evil
lest I should be overtaken by it. So I said, ‘O
Allah's Prophet! We were living in ignorance and
in an (extremely)poor society, then Allah brought
to us this good (i.e., Islam). Will there be any evil
after this good?’ He said, ‘Yes.’ I said, 'Will there
be any good after that evil?’ He replied, ‘Yes, but
it will be tainted (not pure.)’ I asked, ‘What will
be its taint?’ He replied, ‘(There will be) some
people who will guide others not according to
my tradition. You will approve of some of
their deeds and disapprove of some others.’ |
asked, ‘Will there be any evil after that good?’ He
replied, ‘Yes, (there will be) some people will
be calling at the gates of the (Hell) Fire, and
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whoever responds to their call will be thrown
by them into the (Hell) Fire.’ I said, ‘O Allah's
Prophet! Will you describe them to us?’ He said,
‘They will be from our own people and will
speak our language.’ | said, ‘What do you order
me to do if such a thing occurs during my life?’
He said, ‘Stick to the united body of Muslims
and their Imam (ruler).’ I asked, ‘And if there is
neither a united body of Muslims nor an Imam
(ruler)?’ He said, ‘Then turn away from all
those sects even if you were to bite (eat) the
roots of a tree till death overtakes you while
you are in that state.’” 35

This hadith is a sign of the Prophet's Prophethood
because it prophesizes future events that occurred

precisely consistent with his statements.

Here, the main points of this hadith lie in the
following. “Will there be any evil after this good?”
He said, “Yes.” This affirms the onset of evil, and
“(there will be) some people calling at the gates of
the (Hell) Fire” describes its eventual outcome, as
these people will call to deviance involving disbelief.
The (early) scholars who explained this hadith

35 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: no. 3606, and Muslim: no.1847. This
is Al-Bukhari's wording.
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included (the rebellions of) the Qarmatiyyah and the
Khawarij among them. The promoters of secularism,
communism, and other callers to atheism are also
included by the scholars of today. These doctrines are

the ultimate end of the destruction of one’s religion.

Abu Umamah narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘The
bounds of Islam shall be breached one after
another. After each breach, people will
adhere to the bond that follows the breached
one. Government is the first (to be breached)
and salah is the last (its abandonment).’” 36

This hadith is also narrated on the authority of Abu

Fayruz Ad-Daylamy in the (Musnad) of Ahmad (4:232).

It describes the breaching of Islamic bounds. The first

36 - Recorded by Ahmad (5:251), Ibn Hibban (6680), Al-Bayhaqi in
Ash-Shu'ab (7524), Al-Tabrani in Al-Kabir (7486) and Ash-
Shamyin (1602).
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bound is breached by the neutralization of the
authority of the Sunnah, as explained by many of the
early scholars. Breaches will continue until some
people abandon prayer. Compare this statement to
contemporary life and you will find some people pray
only Friday prayers or pray only during Ramadan. This

is the eventual end of some weak believers.

Another (unpleasant) end for a weak believer is the
death of his heart. Ibn Al-Qayyim comments on this
point,

“Allah made food and drink the means of life for
the body. Likewise, He made remembrance and
repentance the means of life for the heart.
Negligence and pursuit of desires deteriorate this
life (of the heart) until it causes its death. A sign
of this death is that the heart no longer
acknowledges good or hates evil.” 37

O weak believer! Consider carefully the eventual end of
weakness. Worry that weakness may take hold of your
heart especially in times of turmoil, and increase till it
breaches the last vestige of Islam (i.e. Prayer). So fear
Allah and do not be negligent in your religion.

37 - Madarij As-Salikin (3:214).
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Textual Proofs Of The Believer's Weakness Of Iman:

On the authority of Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri (may Allah be
pleased with him), who said,
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“I heard the Messenger of Allah say, ‘Whoever of
you sees an evil must change it with his
hand. If he is not able to do so, then [he must
change it] with his tongue. If he is not able to
do so, then [he must change it] with his
heart. And that is the slightest [effect of]
iman.’”38

The scholars have valuable explanations of this hadith.
An-Nawawi said, “This hadith is one of the greatest

principals of Islam.” 39

38 - Recorded by Muslim: no. 49.

39 - Sharh Muslim: (2:24).
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Ibn Raslan said, “This hadith is one of the pivotal
principles of Islam because Shari'ah (Islamic law) is
built on either a good which must be enjoined or an

evil which must be forbidden. Thus this hadith
represents half the Shari'ah.” 40

Ibn Hajar Al-Haithami said, “This hadith is possibly
considered one-third of the Shari'‘ah.” He later
mentioned, “It is more proper to state that this hadith

encompasses all the (teachings) of Islam, (rather than)
half of them.”41

The author of Al-Jawahir Al-Lu'lu'iyyah said, “This
hadith is a fundamental cornerstone of this religion. It
commands the Muslim to enjoin good and forbid evil
within his capacity.” 42

A similar hadith is narrated by ibn Mas'ud (may Allah
be pleased with him) that he said,

40 - Al-Futuhat Al-Wahbiyyah (43). It is quoted from Al-Tlimam bi
Dirasit Al-Ahadith Allati 'Alaiha Madar Al-Islam (433).

41- Ibid: (433).
42 - Al-dawahir Al-Lu'lu'iyyah: 231.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘Never
before me had a prophet been sent by Allah
to his nation who had not among his people
disciples and companions who followed his
ways and obeyed his command. Then there
came after them their successors who said
what they did not practice, and practiced
what they were not commanded to do. He
who strove against them with his hand was a
believer, he who strove against them with his
tongue was a believer, and he who strove
against them with his heart was a believer,
and beyond that there is no iman, not even

as minute as a mustard seed.’” 43

43 - Recorded by Muslim: (50), and Ahmad (1:458).
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It is narrated from Abu Hurairah (may Allah be
pleased with him) that the Prophet (peace be upon
him) said,
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“The strong believer is better and more
beloved to Allah than the weak believer,
although both are good. Strive to do that
which will benefit you and seek the help of
Allah, and do not feel helpless. If anything
befalls you, do not say ‘If only I had done
(such and such), then such and such would
have happened.” Rather say: °‘Allah has
decreed and what He wills He does,’” for ‘if
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only’ opens the door to the schemes of the
Shaitan.”44

Therefore, every Muslim man and woman should be
mindful of this hadith. Ibn Al-'Amir As-San'ani (may

Allah have mercy on him) said,

“In this hadith, ‘strong’ refers to a person who
has firm determination in fulfilling religious
obligations. He is brave in jihad, forbids evil, and
tolerates the harmful consequences (of doing
these things). Furthermore, he is patient for the
sake of Allah, and fulfills Allah's due rights of
worship (e.g. prayer, fasting, etc.). This is not so
with the weak believer, although this believer is
not devoid of goodness due to the iman in his

heart.” 45

As-Sa'di (may Allah have mercy on him) said, “This
hadith contains a great principle and is quite
comprehensive.” 46 He also said, “This hadith indicates
the believers occupy different levels of goodness with
respect to such as loving Allah and practicing His

religion. Allah says:

44 - Recorded by Muslim: (2664), and Ahmad: (2: 366-370).
45- Subul As-Salam (4:398).

46 - Bahjat Qulub Al-'Abrar wa Qurat 'Uyun Al-Akhyar fi Sharh
Jawami' Al-Akhbar: (68).
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‘And for all, there will be degrees’ Soorah Al-Ahqgaf
(46:19).47

Sheikh Al-Fawzan said,

“The strong believer supersedes spiritually,
physically, and practically the weak believer in
these aspects. The strong believer is productive,
effective, and Dbeneficial for the Muslim
community. The community gains from his
efforts in jihad, delivering the needs of the
Muslims, defending Islam and Muslims, and
humiliating and standing against the enemies,
whereas the weak believer is unable to do so.
Hence, the strong believer is better than the
weak one, although both of them are good as
stated by the Prophet (peace be upon him). They
share imdn although it is more profound in the
strong believer, whose own self benefits as well

as his religion and his Muslim brothers.” 48

47 - 1bid: (69-70).
48 - Al-Muntaga min fatawa Al-Fawzan: (5: 380¥38 1).
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General Proofs From The Quran About The Weak

Believer

Allah says,

oy

“And among mankind is he who worships
Allah as if on an edge (i.e. in doubt). If good
befalls him, he is content therewith, but if a
trial befalls him, he turns back on his face
(i.e. reverts back to disbelief after embracing
Islam). He loses both this world and the
Hereafter. That is the evident loss.” 49

Al-Bukhari recorded that Ibn 'Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with them both) said about Allah's words,
“And among mankind is he who worships Allah as

it were, upon the edge (i.e. in doubt),”

“People would come to Al-Madinah to declare

their Islam and if their wives gave birth to sons

49 - Soorah Al-Hajj (22:11)
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and their mares gave birth to foals, they would
say, ‘This is a good religion,” but if their wives
and their mares did not give birth, they would

say, ‘This is a bad religion.”” 50

Allah says,

“Of mankind are some who say: ‘We believe
in Allah,” but if they are made to suffer for
the sake of Allah, they consider the trial of
mankind as Allah’s punishment, and if
victory comes from your Lord, (the
hypocrites) will say: ‘Verily! We were with you
(helping you).’ Is not Allah best aware of what
is in the breasts of the 'alamin (mankind and

Jjinn)?” 51

Ibn Al-Qayyim commented on this verse,

50 - Al-Bukhari: (4742).
51- Soorah al Ankaabut (29:10)

44190



THE WEAK BELIEVER

“Allah refers to the state of one who claims iman
while weak, impatient, and unable to face
turmoil and afflictions. If made to suffer for the
sake of Allah (i.e. Allah tests His servants with
His enemies and inflicts harm upon them to
examine their iman), he becomes impatient and
hastens to escape as if from Allah's punishment.
He considers the people's invitation to iman and
obedience to Allah's Messengers a punishment.
This attitude proves his lack of insight, that
iman did not touch his heart, and he did not
taste its sweetness. He considers Allah's
punishment of the sinners the same as His
punishment of the disbelievers. This is the state
of the one who worships Allah as if upon an
edge, with no firm foundation of iman. He is

astray and will be punished.” 52

There are numerous other evidences from the Qur’an
that prove the weakness found in some believers, but

what I have cited is sufficient.

Proofs From The Sunnah

There are plenty of proofs of the weakness of the
believer. Abu Hurairah narrated,

52 - Bada'at-Tafsir: (369).
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“The Messenger of Allah peace be upon him
came across some people who were sitting, so he
said, ‘Shall I not distinguish for you the best
of you from the worst of you?’” (Abu
Hurairah) said, “They became silent, so he
repeated that three times. Then a man said, ‘Of
course, O Messenger of Allah! Distinguish for us
the best of us from the worst of us.' He said,
‘The best of you is the one whose goodness is
hoped for, and people are safe from his evil.
And the worst of you is he whose goodness is
not hoped for, and people are not safe from
his evil.”” |

Al-Mawirdi commented, “One must be just with his
fellow brothers. This is achieved through three things:
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avoiding transgression, refraining from humiliation,

and being benign with people.” 53

On the authority of Sahl ibn Sa’ad (may Allah be
pleased with him), who said,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘With
Allah are the treasures of good and evil and
their keys are men. So glad tidings for the
one Allah makes a key for good and a lock for
evil. And destruction for the one Allah makes
a key for evil and a lock for good.’”54

53 - Faid Al-Qadir: (3:102).

- Recorded by ibn Majah (238), Abu Ya'la (7526), At-Tabarani
(5956). This is Abu Ya'la's wording. It is also related by ibn Majah
from the authority of Abu Hurairah (237), and it is narrated as
mursal in Az-Zuhd by ibn Al-Mubarak (949). It is graded hasan by
Al-Albani, rahimahullah in Sahih ibn Majah (238).
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Ar-Raghib said, “Goodness in this hadith refers to
common desirable virtues such as wisdom, justice,

and kindness; whereas evil is the opposite.” 55

It is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah that
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) stated,

PEE-EE R GU B PR £ S EETI T | W Py N

o 8 of .z e s . 7 a2 Fosag 5 o s
w“—iﬁ“‘j—ﬁu%rr-‘—’wjt-‘—e}‘ J—’J-“C_Lj'*‘—i
Lo G b iy e 1308 2l 5 ULl
= O P R e R e Y

“Be prompt in doing good deeds (before you
are overtaken) by turmoil like the darkest
part of the night. During (that period) a man
will be a Muslim in the morning and an
unbeliever in the evening or a believer in the
evening and an unbeliever in the morning,
and will sell his iman for worldly goods.” 56

55 Faid Al-Qadir: (4:364).

56 - Recorded by Muslim: (118), and Ahmad: (2:304). This is
Ahmad's wording.
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An-Nawawi noted, “This is due to turmoil. The
individual experiences several changes during the

same day.” 57

Al-Qurtubi remarked, “This hadith is likely to be
interpreted according to its explicit meaning because
consistent tribulations and distress overtake the heart

and corrupt it due to their intensity.”>8

It is narrated on the authority of Abu Ad-Darda (may
Allah be pleased with him),
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
came out to us when we were speaking of

57~ Sharh An-Nawawi: (2:115).
58 - Al-Mufahhim: (1:326).
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poverty and how we feared it. He said, ‘Is it
poverty that you fear? By the One in Whose
Hand is my soul, (the delights and luxuries of)
this world will come to you in plenty, and
nothing will cause the heart of anyone of you
to deviate except that. By Allah, I am leaving
you upon something that is bayda’' (white,
bright, clear) the night and day of which are
the same (in brightness).””

Abu Darda said: “He spoke the truth, by Allah.
The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) did
indeed leave us upon something that is bayda’
(the white, bright, clear path), the days and

nights of which were the same (in brightness).”59
On the authority of 'Amir bin 'Awf:

“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
had dispatched Abu 'Ubaidah bin Al-Jarrah, and
he returned with wealth from Al-Bahrain. When
the Ansar heard of the arrival of Abu 'Ubaidah
they were attending Salat Al-Fajr. So the
Messenger of Allah (peace be wupon him)
performed the prayer and when he finished, they

5 - Recorded by ibn Majah: (5), Ahmad: (6:24), and Al-Bazzar:
(3611). Hadith hasan.
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assembled before him. The Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) smiled when he (peace be
upon him) saw them, and said, ‘I think you
heard that Abu 'Ubaidah has arrived with
something?’ They said, ‘Yes O Messenger of
Allah!’ He said,
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‘Then receive good news, and hope for what
will please you. By Allah! It is not poverty
that I fear for you, but what I fear for you is
that the world will be presented for you just
as it was presented for those before you, so
you will compete for it, and it will destroy

you just as it destroyed them.’”’60

On the authority of Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri:

60- Recorded by Al-Bukhari: (3158), and Muslim: (2961).
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“Once the Prophet sat on a pulpit and we sat
around him. Then he said,

° o Lo T - 8% 8 o .8 o7 s A TR g @
u_e(._i_:_l_:«c._a_iu.gg.}_;_gv_i.“_l_aub\u_gu;
P PR S o
ey 5 Lol 55s)

‘The things I am afraid of most for your sake
(concerning what will befall you after me) are
the pleasures and splendors of the world and

its beauties which will be disclosed to you.’”

On the authority of Ka'b ibn Iyad that he said:
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“l heard the Prophet (peace be upon him) say,
‘Every nation has a trial, my nation will be
tried through wealth.’” 61

I say, this hadith exposes the origin of turmoil and evil
among Muslims: the pursuit of wealth. May Allah save

us!

61 - Recorded by Ahmad: (4:1066), At-Tirmidhi: (2336), and ibn
Hibban: (3223). It is sahih (authentic).
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On the authority of Abu Musa Al-Ash’ari (may Allah be
pleased with him) that he said,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
‘(Obsession with) wealth destroyed the
nations before you and indeed it will do the

same to you.’” 62

On the authority of Thawban (may Allah be pleased
with him) that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
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62 - Recorded by Abu Muhammad Al-'Adl in his (book) Fawa'id
and in Al-Mulakhkhis fil-Fawa'id Al-Muntaqah as in As-Silsilah as-
Sahihah (1703). It is authenticated by Al-Albani.
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“Know that some people from my nation will
come on the Day of Judgment with good
deeds like the white mountains of Tihama,
but Allah will make them scattered dust.”
Thawban said, “O Messenger of Allah, describe
them to us, so that we may not be one of them
unknowingly!” He said, “They will be your
brothers, from your people, and they will take
from the night as you do (meaning prayers,
etc.). But they are a people who, when they
are alone with the prohibitions of Allah,

violate them.” 63

Ibn Majah commented in (Az-Zawa'id), “Its chain of
transmission is sahih, and its narrators are

trustworthy.” I say this hadith is hasan.

On the authority of Thawban (may Allah be pleased
with him) that the Prophet (peace be upon him) said,

63 - Recorded by ibn Majah: (4245).
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“Indeed Allah gathered up the earth for me so
that I saw its eastern and western parts, and
indeed the dominion of my nation will reach
what was gathered up for me from it. And I
have been granted the treasures of both gold
and silver. And indeed I asked my Lord on

behalf of my nation, that it should not be
559
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destroyed by a famine or by an external
enemy that conquers it, unless (the enemy is
from within. So my Lord said: “O
Muhammad! When I decree a matter, it is
not reversed. I grant to you for your nation
that it will not be destroyed by a famine, or
by an external enemy, even if all the nations
were to rally against it. However, a group
from your nation will destroy and imprison
another.” 64

On the authority of Thawban (may Allah be pleased
with him),
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64_ Recorded by Muslim: (2889) and Ahmad: (5:284).
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘Nations
will summon one another to attack you as
people eating invite others to share their
plate of food.” Someone asked, ‘Will that be
because of our small numbers at that time?” He
replied, ‘No, you will be numerous at that
time: but you will be froth and scum like that
carried down by a torrent (of water), and
Allah will take the fear of you from the
(hearts) of your enemy and cast al-wahn into
your hearts.” Someone asked, ‘O Messenger of
Allah, what is al-wahn? He replied, ‘Love of the
world and dislike of death.’”65

Ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with him) narrated:

65 - Recorded by Ahmad (5:278), Abu Dawud: (3462) (his wording),
Abu Nu'am: (1:182), and At-Tabarani in Musnad Al-Shamyin:
(600). This hadith is hasan.

57



CHAPTER 2: A BELIEVER'S WEAKNESS: ITS
TYPES, ROOTS, FACTORS, AND
CONSEQUENCES

2o

Hole Bl sl 128555 i s

1 °
-

S ) sy s sy

3
>

Ké ©

“l heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) say, ‘When you start dealing with the
’inah (business transaction),%6 follow the tails
of cows, become content with being farmers,
and neglect jihad, Allah will impose on you a
humiliation that will not be removed until

you return to your religion.”67

Kurz ibn 'Algamah Al-Khuza'i said,

-7 e N T2 a o s- -0 X2 T
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66 - Reviser's note: The ‘Gnah transaction means to sell something
for a price to be paid at a later date, then to buy it back for a
lower price (to be paid immediately). This is a trick used to
circumvent the prohibition of lending with interest.

67 - Recorded by Abu Dawud (his wording): (3462), Ahmad: (2:28),
At-Tabarani in Musnad Ash-Shamyin: (2417), Al-Bayhaqi in As-
Sunnan Al-Kubra: (5:316). Al-Albani stated in As-Sahihah (11)
“This hadith is hasan and all of its versions strengthen each
other.”
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“A man asked the Prophet (peace be upon him):
Is there is an end for Islam?’ The Prophet
replied, ‘Yes. Whenever Allah wishes goodness
for an Arabian or non-Arabian household, He
guides them to embrace Islam.” The man
asked, Then what?’ The Prophet replied, ‘Then
turmoil will befall you and cover you like
clouds.’ The man said, ‘No, by Allah's will.” The
Prophet replied, ‘By Him in whose hands my
soul is, turmoil shall befall you and you will
become like black snakes striking each

other.’”68

The Prophet's Statements Describing The Onset Of
A Believer's Weakness

68 - Recorded by Ahmad: (3/477), At-Tayalisi (1290), and Al-
Humaydi (574).
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On the authority of 'Imran bin Husain (may Allah be

pleased with him):
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“Allah’s Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘The
best of my followers are those living in my
generation (i.e. my contemporaries). And
then those who will follow the latter.’”” Tmran
added, “I do not remember whether he
mentioned two or three generations after his
generation.” Then (he said) the Prophet added,
“There will come after you people who will
bear witness without being asked to do so,
and will be treacherous and untrustworthy,
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and they will vow and never fulfill their vows,
and obesity will appear among them.”6°

This prophecy matches the contemporary world. An-
Nawawi said about this hadith and others like it,
“These directly testify to the Prophethood of
Muhammad (peace be upon him) since everything he

prophesized has come true.”
On the authority of Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari (may Allah be
pleased with him),
- s ol W e - w Js JU
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘The
stars safeguard the skies, and when the stars
disappear, the skies will get what they were
promised (the Day of Resurrection). 1

69 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: (2651) and Muslim: (2635).
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safeguard my companions, and when I go
(i.e., die), then my companions will get what
they were promised (i.e., turmoil, wars,
apostasy, etc.)) And my companions
safeguard the Muslim nation, so when they
go (i.e., die) then my nation will get what it
was promised (i.e., disunity, turmoil, differing
of the hearts, etc.).”70

An-Nawawi explained the statement, “my companions
safeguard the Muslim nation” with the following.

“It means (they safeguard the nation from) the
appearance of (religious) innovations, turmoil,
defeat of the Muslim army by the Byzantines,
invasion of Mecca and Medinah, and so on. All of
these are of the Prophet's miracles (peace be
upon him).”

On the authority of Jabir bin Samura (may Allah be
pleased with them both),

70 - Recorded by Muslim (2531).
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“I heard the Prophet (peace be upon him) saying,
‘The religion will continue until the Hour has
been established, or you have been ruled by
twelve Caliphs, all of them being from the
Quraysh.’” 71

This hadith is cited to prove weakness will (definitely)
appear in both the rulers of the Muslim community

and the community itself.

On the authority of Abu Dharr (may Allah be pleased
with him),
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71 - Recorded by Muslim:1822
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to me,
‘How will you act when you are under rulers
who delay the prayer beyond its prescribed
time, or make prayer a dead thing as far as
its proper time is concerned?’ I said, ‘What do
you command?’ He (the Prophet) said, ‘Observe
the prayer at its proper time, and if you can
say it along with them, do so, for it would be

a supererogatory prayer for you.’”72

On the authority of Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased
with him),
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72 - Recorded by Muslim: (648).
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said: ‘Some men will rule over you after me.
They will kill the Sunnah and commit
innovation. And they will delay the prayer
beyond its time.’ I (Ibn Mas'ud) asked, If I meet
them, what should I do?’ The Messenger of Allah
said: ‘You are asking me, O son of Umm
Abdullah, what to do? There is no obedience
to the one who disobeys Allah!” He (the
Prophet) said it three times.” 73

On the authority of Jabir bin Abdullah (may Allah be
pleased with him):
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73 - Recorded by Ahmad: (1:399-400), ibn Majah: (2865), At-
Tabarani in Al-Kabir: (10361). This hadith is classed as hasan.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said to Ka'ab
bin Ujrah (may Allah be pleased with him):
‘May Allah save you from government of the
fools.” He asked, ‘What is government of the
fools?’ He (peéce be upon him) said, ‘The
governors after me, who will not follow my
Sunnah. Thus people who do not verify their
lies and help them in oppression are not of
me and I am not of them. They will not be
brought to my haudh (pool).”” 74

On the authority of 'Imran bin Husain (may Allah be
pleased with him),

- Recorded by Ahmad (his wording): (3: 321), Abdur-Razzaq:
(20719), ibn Hibban: (4514), and Al-Hakim: (4:422). It is jayyid
(good) in relation to its chain of transmission.
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“ heard Allah’s Prophet (peace be upon him)
saying, ‘Recite the Quran and call upon Allah
with it. Indeed, there will come people after
you reciting Quran for financial benefits from

the people.” 75

On the authority of Mirdas Al-Aslami (may Allah be
pleased with him),
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘The
righteous will depart (die) in succession one
after the other, and there will remain (on the

earth) people as useless as barley seed husks

75 - Recorded by Ahmad: (4:437). It is also narrated from the
authority of Jabir and it is hasan.
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or bad dates. Allah will pay no attention to
them.’” 76

Al-Khattabi commented on the last sentence, “Allah

will not raise them in value or esteem.”77

These previous ahadith mark the initial stage of
Muslims' deviation from strong imdan on different
levels: those of the ruler, subordinate, learned, and
non-learned. Furthermore, they prove that this
deviation evolves and persists with time, continuing to
grow until weakness overwhelms an abundance of

Muslims, as is the case with recent generations.

Note: there is a difference between the turmoil and
tribulations (during the time of the companions)—such
as the apostasy at the time of Abu Bakr (may Allah be
pleased with him) after the death of the Prophet (peace
be upon him)—and that mentioned here. The incident
of apostasy during the reign of Abu Bakr was
temporary and did not last, as the apostates reverted
to Islam and those who withheld zakah and neglected
prayer repented to Allah and recognized the truth. The
current discussion, supported by the aforementioned

76 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: (6434).
77 Al-Fath: (11:304).
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evidence, refers to increasing and evolving weakness

over time.

A Believer's State Deteriorates As Time Goes By

On the authority of Az-Zubair bin 'Adi (may Allah be
pleased with him),

“We entered upon Anas bin Malik, and complained to
him about Al-Hajjaj. So he said: ‘There will not be a
year, except that the one following it will be more evil
than it, until you meet your Lord. I heard this from
your Prophet (peace be upon him).”78

Ibn Mas'ud interpreted this to mean,

“Every day will be worse than the preceding one
until the Day of Judgment. I do not mean the
increase of wealth or useless matters. I mean
decrease of knowledge as time goes by until
people become equal due to the death of
scholars. Consequently they will neither enjoin
good nor forbid evil, which will eventually lead to
their destruction.””®

78 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: (7068) and Ahmad: (13175).

79 - Recorded by Ad-Darimi in his Sunan (194), Ya'qub ibn Sufyan
in Al-Ma'rifah, An-Nasa'ai: (3: 393), Al-Khattib in Al-Faqgih wal-
Mutafagih: (1: 456), and this wording is related by Al-Hafiz in Al-
Fath: (13:206).
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Ibn Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased with him) said,
“Yesterday (past days) is better than today, and today
is better than tomorrow. This is the case until the
Hour is established.”80

Based on this, the general meaning of the hadith is
the time until the descent of Isa son of Maryam. Ibn
Battal remarked in his explanation of Sahih Al-
Bukhari (10:14),

“The hadith of Anas is a sign of Muhammad's
Prophethood. The Prophet prophesized the
change of the Muslims' state and their
deterioration. Such foretelling of the unseen is

certainly not based in reason, but in revelation.”

Al-Karmani commented in his explanation of Sahih Al-
Bukhari (9: 24 and 153),

“The era of the Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) is excluded from that (general)
statement, (and this) is religiously imperative (to

know).”

80 - Recorded by At-Tabarani. Al-Hafiz noted in Al-Fath: (13:27):
“Its chain of narration is sahih.”
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Enemies Of A Believer Who Cause Weakness

The enemies of the believers are many, but can be
divided into five main categories. Four of them are

mentioned by ibn Al-Qayyim:

“A Muslim's struggle is against his own soul, his
desire, the Shaytaan, and the worldly life.
Whoever strives to defeat these four for the sake
of Allah will be guided to the paths leading to
Paradise. Whoever neglects them will be
(compensated with a portion of) misguidance

according to his degree of negligence.”8!

The First Enemy: The Human Soul

Allah (glory be to Him) says regarding the wife of Al-
'‘Aziz:
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“The (human soul) certainly enjoins to evil,
except when my Lord bestows His Mercy
(upon whom He wills).” 82

81 - Al-Fawa'id: (177).
82- Soorah Yusuf (12:53)
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The present tense in the verb “enjoins” implies the
persistence of the human soul in pursuit of evil. For

instance, Allah says,

§ ) Dl 5 LR AR ST RSN 250 )

“And his soul encouraged him to murder his
brother, so he killed him and became among
the losers.” 83

Allah informed us about the story of As-Samiri who
created the statue of a calf and worshipped it:
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“(Samiri) said: ‘I saw what they saw not, so I
took a handful (of dust) from the hoof print of
the Messenger (Jibreel’s horse) and threw it
(into the fire in which were put the
ornaments of Pharaoh’s people, or into the
calf). Thus my inner self suggested to me.” 84

83 - Soorah Al-Ma’idah(5:30)

- Soorah Ta-Ha (20:96)
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Whenever a believer is heedless of the evil incited by
his own soul, his resistance will be very weak. Ibrahim
Al-Qassar said, “The weakest of creation is he who is
weak toward his desires, while the strongest of

creation is he who keeps a tight rein on them.” 85
Abu 'Ali Ad-Daqgaq said,

“Whoever controls his desires during youth,
Allah will make him (as if he were) a king during

his old age, as was Yusuf (peace be upon him).
{© S L VA 5 25 0 4 p

‘Verily, he who fears Allah with obedience to
Him (by abstaining from sins and evil deeds,
and by performing righteous good deeds), and
is patient, surely Allah makes not the reward
of the good-doers to be lost.’86”87

Khalf ibn Al-Hasan Al-'Abadani said:

“I heard Samnun say, ‘The first sign of following
the truth is to neglect (the desires) of one’s soul,

85~ Dham Al-Hawa by ibn Al-Jawzi: (30).
86- Soorah Yusuf (12:90)

87 - Dham Al-Hawa by ibn Al-dawzi: (31).
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whereas fulfilling one's desires is a sign of
deserting the truth.”88

Others said, “The red death®® is to ignore ones'

desires.”

So, O believer, the only escape from your enemy (i.e.
soul) is to continually hold yourself accountable. Allah

says,
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“0O you who believe! Fear Allah and keep your

ol

duty to Him. And let every person look to
what he has sent forth for tomorrow and fear
Allah. Verily, Allah is All-Aware of what you

do.” 90

And know that if you defeat your soul by enjoining it to
follow the truth, your enemy will be defeated. Allah

says:

88 - Tbhid: (49).
_ Reviser's note: “Red death” refers to the struggle of the soul.
90 - Soorah Al-Hashr (59:18)
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“O you who believe! Take care of your selves.
If you follow the (right) guidance and forbid
what is wrong, no harm can come to you from
those who are in error.” 91

However, if you cannot defeat it, you will be even more
vulnerable to subsequent more vicious and vigorous
enemies. Bear in mind that Allah has set your heart
against your soul; the heart is king while the soul is its
soldier. As long as you strive to purify your heart, it
will remain king of all the limbs including the soul.
But if you ignore it, your soul and other enemies will
take over your heart, including its soldiers (the limbs).
Eventually, the heart will become a captive of the soul,
desire, and Shaitan, and we seek refuge in Allah from
this.

The Second Enemy: Desires

The servant has been created with (intrinsic) reason
and desire. Reason functions as a regulator of desire
because the latter is naturally inclined towards what
befits it. This inclination does not cause problems

except when it is contrary to Islamic law and reason,

91 - Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:105)
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and if desire were to overtake reason, the latter would

become a worshipper of desire along with Allah.

“Have you seen him who takes his own lust
(vain desires) as his ilah (god)? And Allah,
knowing (him as such), left him astray.” 92

Some early scholars said, “No deity on earth is more
lethal (to worship) than Desire.” Al-Hasan ibn Ali Al-
Mutaw'i said, “The idol of each person is his desire,
and if one destroys it by resisting it, he deserves the

title of 'strong’ (believer).” 23

Bishr Al-Hafi said, “The most serious affliction is

desire, and the best treatment is resisting it.” 94

Allah says,
{ ’,Jecl; ﬁi:&:ﬁij ib_;; ’:;gl,.v\z"g; E:!;;;i}

“And who is more astray than one who
follows his own lusts, without guidance from
Allah?”95

92 - Soorah Al-Jathiyah (45:23)
93 - Dham Al-Hawa: (27).
94 - Ibid: (31).

95 - Al-Qasas: 50.
ST 6L



THE WEAK BELIEVER

The Prophet (peace be upon him) séid, “Three are
destructive: desire obeyed, stinginess indulged,
and haughtiness.” 96

Ibn Al-Jawzi said, “Know that desire lures its follower
to (take certain courses) from sanity to insanity.
Desires may be associated with knowledge and result
in acting contrary to that knowledge. It may be
associated with zuhd (asceticism) and result in

extravagance.” 97

So Whoever is determined to enter Paradise should

battle his (evil) desires. Allah says,
§ G il # S0 555 5 (S UG )

“But as for him who feared standing before
his Lord, and restrained himself from impure

evil desires, and lusts.” 98

and,

9% - Recorded by Al-Bazzar, Abu Nu'aim in Al-Hilyah, Al-Harawi in
Dham Al-Kalam, and others. It has other versions from the
authority of Anas, ibn 'Abbas, Abu Hurairah, ibn Abi 'Awfa, and
ibn Umar (may Allah be pleased with him). It is graded as hasan
by Al-Albani in As-Sahihah: (1803).

97 - Dham Al-Hawaa: (16) by ibn Al-dJawzi.

98 Soorah An-Nazi’at (79: 40)
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“O Dawiid (David)! Verily, we have placed you
as a successor on earth, so judge between
men in truth (and justice) and follow not your
desire, for it will mislead you from the Path
of Allah. Verily, those who wander astray
from the Path of Allah (shall) have a severe
torment.” 99

If the infallible prophets were warned against following
desires, their followers are certainly tested with them
as well, and must be on alert. Never feel secure against
them. Al-'Allamah ibn Al-Qayyim remarked, “Desires
are ambushes against which there is no security.”100

So how can one feel secure against desires!

Scholars have established some guidelines that
empower the believer to resist his evil desires. Al-
'Alammah Al-Mu'allami (may Allah have mercy on him)

shed light on the means of resisting desires.

99 - Soorah Sad (38:26)

100 - Rawdat Al-Muhibbin: 467.
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“Suppose you heard about someone who cursed
the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him),
another who cursed Dawud (peace be upon
him), another who cursed 'Umar or ’Ali (may
Allah be pleased with them both), another who
cursed your sheikh, and another who cursed
another sheikh. Would your wrath and pursuit
of punishing and condemning them be
consistent with the Shari'ah? Your wrath on the
first and the second should be nearly equal and
more severe than on the others. It should be less
intense against the third, and even less severe
against the fourth and the fifth who are nearly
equal in rank and deserve the minimum degree

of wrath.

“Suppose that you've read a verse which you
think is consistent with an opinion of your
sheikh, while a different verse doesn't appear to
be consistent with another opinion of his. Would
you perceive these verses equally, irrespective of
the soundness of your sheikh’s opinion after due

consideration of them both?

“Suppose you cannot determine whether two
ahadith you study are authentic or weak. One of
them conforms to an opinion of your ruler while
the other disagrees with it. Would you remain
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equally heedless of determining whether either of

them is authentic?

“Assume there is a legal issue you're studying on
which your sheikh has a position different than
others and you attempt to disregard your own
desires in determining the correct position. Your
approach should be to devote your research to

discovering the preponderant position.

“Assume that there are two individuals, one you
love, and one you hate. They approach you to
settle an argument between them, but you
cannot determine the truth. You must disengage

your desire to be biased toward the one you love.

“Assume there are two scholars besides you: one
you love, and one you hate. Each issued (the
same) legal ruling you found valid after
verification. You happen to know that there is
another scholar who strongly objects to this
position. Would your reaction be similar whether
it is in opposition to your position, your
beloved’s position, or the position of the one you
hate?

“Assume you know someone whose conduct is

illegal but you refrain from condemning his
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conduct. Later, it has come to your knowledge
that there is a scholar who strongly condemns
this man's conduct. Would you act similarly
regardless of whether the sinner is your friend or
your enemy—and whether the one condemning

the action is your friend or your enemy?

“Investigating yourself, (suppose) you find you
are tested with a sin or religious deficiency
similar to what you find in the one you hate. Will
your condemnation and detestation of the
person you hate be equal to your condemnation

and detestation of yourself?

“In short, the courses of desires are numberless,
and scholars are not expected to be without
desires. This is beyond anyone's ability.
However, scholars are obliged to investigate their
(evil) desires in order to spot them and later
avoid them. They should also search for the
truth and comply with it even if it is inconsistent

with their desires."101

Ibn Al-Qayyim remarked,

“There are fifty means to battle against evil
desires and they are highly significant. Among
them: reflecting on the (humiliating)

101- Al-Qa'id ila Tas-hih Al-'Aga’id: 34-36.
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consequences of indulging one’s evil desires.
One should consider the virtues squandered due
to sinning and its repugnant aftermath. One
should consider the pleasures sacrificed for the
gain of (illegal) pleasure, and the humiliation,
loss of respect, disgrace, and irrevocable shame
caused by following lusts that is imperceptible to
the one engaged in them (at that time).” 102

The only escape from the evil consequences of desires
is to set desires in conformity with reason and Islamic

law. Ibn Al-Qayyim points out,

“Since the human being is the only one of all
creatures tested with desires in addition to
constant afflictions, Allah supplied the human
being with two regulators: reason and religion.
The human being is commanded to permanently
subject desires to these two regulators and
comply with their decision. One should train
oneself to fend off desires whose consequences
are bearable in order to be fully equipped
against the desires whose consequences are

unbearable.”103

102 Rawdat Al-Muhibbin: 470.
103 Rawdat Al-Muhibbin: 468.
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And also,

“Allah—Glory be to Him—created the angels with
reason and without desires, and created animals
with desires and without reason. However, He
created the human being with both desires and
reason. Therefore, one whose reason overpowers
one’s desires is better than the angels, whereas
one whose desires overpower one’s reason is

worse than the animals.”104

Third Enemy: The Jinn Devils

Bear in mind that your most lethal, harmful, and
dangerous enemy is the devil among the jinn. Allah
informs us that Shaitan lies in wait for us on the
straight path to divert us from it.
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“(Shaitan said) surely I will (eternally) sit in

wait against them (human beings) on Your
Straight Path. Then I will come to them from

104 - Muftah Dar As-Sa'adah: 1/352.
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before them and behind them, from their
right and from their left, and You will not
find most of them grateful (i.e. they will not
be dutiful to You).”105

Do not assume the major battle of the devils is against
the disbelievers. It is against the believers, because
disbelievers have become the soldiers of the devils

among the jinn. Allah says,
}/‘}/ # o % P s
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“See you not that We have sent the Shayatin
(devils) against the disbelievers to urge them
to do evil.”106

They encourage (the disbelievers) to fight the believers
and to remain arrogant and stubborn. Allah says
regarding the devils’ incitement of the people of
Quraish and its allies to fight the Messenger (peace be

upon him),

105 Soorah Al-A’raf (7:16-17)

106 - Soorah Maryam (19:83)
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“And (remember) when Shaitan (Shaitan)
made their (evil) deeds seem fair to them and
said, ‘No one among mankind can overcome
you this day (of the battle of Badr) and verily,
I am your neighbor (and helper).” But when
the two forces came in sight of each other, he
ran away and said, ‘Verily, I have nothing to
do with you. Verily, I see what you see not.
Verily, I fear Allah for Allah is severe in
punishment.”” 107

Do not assume the major battle of the devils among
the jinn is against sinners, innovators or deviants. It is
against the adherents to the Sunnah, because the
deviants and sinners have surrendered to the devils in
numerous ways that distance them from Allah and His

religion, so they easily and swiftly submit to the jinn.

107 - Soorah Al-Anfal (8:48)
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The true fight—with strikes, attacks, pursuits and
forces that Shaitan assembles his troops and mobilizes
his army to face—is against the prophets and their

sincere followers.

The essence of this battle is summed up in two

elements.

The first: standing as an obstacle between the
believers and obedience to Allah and His Messenger
(peace be upon him) by means of discouragement,
demoralization, beautification of sins, and so on. This
helps Shaitan to achieve several victories over the
believer including total or partial abandonment of the
acts of worship, improper performance of these acts, or
extremism that eventually leads to religious

innovation.

The second: The call to sin by human devils by means
of temptation and deception. The Qur'an and Sunnah
are full of verses and hadiths that prove this, and this
matter is well-grasped by the people of knowledge.
Mikhlad ibn Al-Hussain once said, “Shaitan poses two
challenges to the human beings whenever Allah
commands them to perform something: extremism or

negligence. Either one pleases him.”108

108 - Siyar A’laam An-Nubula: 9/236.
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Ibn Al-Qayyim concluded on his discussion about the

devil's deception:

“One form of the devil's deception is when he
secretly approaches one's soul to determine
whether its dominating power is that of bravery
and audacity or that of detachment, withdrawal,
and tolerance of humiliation. If he finds the
power of detachment and withdrawal dominant,
he discourages that person from acts of
obedience until the individual partially or totally
abandons them. If he finds bravery and audacity
dominant, he entices that person to devalue the
prescribed acts of worship as insufficient and
encourages exaggeration. The latter is urged to
extremism while the former is wurged to

negligence.”109

The enmity of the devils among the jinn against the
obedient believers of Allah is, at any rate, intrinsically
associated with any state they are in, even during their
performance of the acts of worship. Prayer is a perfect
example for this point. Furthermore, the enmity of the
devils among the jinn toward the prophets and their
successors is abiding until death.

109 - 'Ighathatul-Lahfan: 1/164.
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “And I
seek refuge with You from being led astray by
the Shaitan (devil) at the time of death.”110

It is clear now that the devils strive to lead the
believers astray, since they strived to do so even with
the prophets and messengers at the time of death,
although Allah protected them from their deception.
They are even more diligent with ordinary believers,
and none are saved except those whose adherence to

Allah is more strict in times of comfort.

The discussion regarding the devils among the jinn is
very significant and would require volumes to detail;
however, we have attempted to do so in our treatise
Inqaz Al-Muslimin min Waswasit Al-Jinn Wash-
Shayatin (Rescue For Muslims From The Whispers Of
The Jinn And Devils).

110 - Recorded by Abu Dawud: 1552, from the narration of Abi Al-
Yassari (may Allah be pleased with him).
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Allah defends His believing servants by providing each
of them with an angel whose duty is to instruct the
individual with goodness and warn him against evil.

Abdullah ibn Mas'ud and A'ishah (May Allah be
pleased with them both) reported,

< Z
< . 8, w ~ 2 T

L) JU - o o0 @ Ao - &l Jdseds 0

- 24

A PSS U DU E S AN B S

.
-

“Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said:
“There is not one of you who does not have a
jinn appointed as his constant companion.’
They (the Companions) said, ‘Allah's Messenger,
even you?’ Thereupon he said, ‘Yes, but Allah
helps me against him and so he embraced

Islam and he does not command me but for
good.’”111

111 _ Recorded by Muslim: 2814 and Ahmad: 1/385.
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The most potent weapon the people of truth utilize
against the devils among the jinn is resorting to Allah,
adhering to Him, and seeking refuge in Him from the
devil and his deception. This is besides pondering over
the verses and ahadith that disparage the devil and his
actions. These equip the believer for victory against the

devils.

Allah sétys,
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“Say: I seek refuge with the Lord of the
mankind, the King of mankind, the God of
mankind, from the mischief of the stealthy
whisperer, who whispers into the breasts of
mankind, whether of jinn or mankind.” 112

The Fourth Enemy: The Human Devils Among The

Disbelievers And Hypocrites

112 Soorah An-Nas (114:1-6)
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The word shaitan linguistically refers to any rebellion—
whether among humans, jinn, or animals. Allah
combines the devils among the humans and jinn in His

statement,
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“And so We have appointed for every prophet
enemies—shaydtin (devils) among mankind
and jinn—inspiring one another with adorned
speech as a delusion (or by way of
deception).” 113

The human devils are the enemies of truth who rebel
against it and are hostile against the prophets,
messengers, and their followers. Allah warned His
Prophet against obeying the hypocrites and the
disbelievers as these were the most dangerous enemies
of prophets, Messengers, and their followers.
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113 Soorah Al-An’am (6:112)
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“O Prophet (Muhammad peace be upon him)!
Keep your duty to Allah, and obey not the
disbelievers and the hypocrites.” 114

In another verse, Allah addresses the messengers

(peace be upon them all),
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“And obey not the disbhelievers and the
hypocrites, and harm them not (in revenge
for their harming you until you are ordered
to exact it). And put your trust in Allah, and
Sufficient is Allah as a Wakil (Trustee, or
Disposer of affairs).” 115 |

and,
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114 Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:1)

115 Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:48)
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“Never will the Jews or Christians be satisfied
with you unless you follow their form of
religion. Say: ‘The Guidance of Allah—that is
the (only) Guidance.” Were you to follow their
desires, after the knowledge reached you,
then would you find neither protector nor
Helper against Allah.”116

“Then We have put you (O Muhammad [peace
be upon him]) on a (plain) way of (Our)
commandment like the one which We
commanded Our Messengers before you (i.e.
legal ways and laws of the Islamic
Monotheism). So follow you that (Islamic
Monotheism and its laws), and follow not the
desires of those who know not. Verily, they
can avail you nothing against Allah (if He
wants to punish you). Verily, the zdlimun
(polytheists, wrong-doers) are auliya'

116 - Soorah Al-Bagarah (2:120)
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(protectors, helpers) of one another, but Allah
is the Wali (Helper, Protector) of the
muttaqin (pious).”117

Allah says,
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“And so judge (you O Muhammad [peace be
upon him]) among them by what Allah has
revealed and follow not their vain desires, but
beware of them lest they turn you (O
Muhammad [peace be upon him]) far away
from some of that which Allah has sent down
to you.” 118

Allah says,
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- Soorah Al-Jathiyyah (45:18-19)

- Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:49)
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“Verily, they were about to tempt you away
from that which We have revealed (the
Qur'an) unto you (O Muhammad), to fabricate
something other than it against Us, and then
they would certainly have taken you as a
khalil (an intimate friend)! And had We not
made you stand firm, you would nearly have
inclined to them a little. In that case, We
would have made you taste a double portion
(of punishment) in this life and a double
portion (of punishment) after death. And then
you would have found none to help you
against Us.”119

Allah ordered His Prophet (peace be upon him) to
completely dismantle himself from the disbelievers.

Allah says,

119 - Soorah Al-Isra' (17:73-75)
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“Say (O Muhammad [peace be upon him]) to
the disbelievers, ‘I worship not that which
you worship, nor will you worship that which
I worship. And I shall not worship that which
you are worshipping. Nor will you worship
that which I worship. To you be your religion,
and to me my religion (Islamic

Monotheism).’”120

Allah says,
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“And if they belie you, say: ‘For me are my
deeds and for you are your deeds. You are

- Soorah Al-Kafirun (109:1-6)
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innocent of what I do, and I am innocent of
what you do.’””121

This warning is not restricted to the Prophet (peace be
upon him) but covers the entire Islamic nation of
believing men and women, whose need is greater
because we are not infallible. Unfortunately, some
Muslims behave as if they are not in need of this
warning. Yet other Muslims embrace the lifestyle of the
disbelievers, tossing aside their Islamic identities. For
instance, some ignorant Muslims travel to the lands of
the disbelievers to live and gain citizenship, Allah
forbid. If they were to fear Allah, they would not,
because of what Samurah ibn Jundub narrated from

the Prophet (peace be upon him):
45 s 555 8,500 s
“Anyone who associates with a polytheist and
lives with him is like him.”122

So beware of resembling the disbelievers even in trivial

matters.

Sheikh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah discusses the issue of

imitation of disbelievers,

121 - Soorah Yunus (10:41)

122 - Recorded by Abu Dawud: 2789. Hadith hasan.
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“Imitation in superficial appearance is bound to
implant resemblance, harmony, and
concordance in the inner self regardless of the
difference in time and space. Imitating
disbelievers in their feasts even in trivial details
produces resemblance to their characteristics,
which are cursed. (The standard rule states that)
anything harboring a potential destructive harm
is automatically haram. Therefore, imitating
disbelievers in the superficial appearance is a
preliminary to imitating them in their
impermissible characteristics and actions, let

alone their creed.

“Furthermore, imitation in the superficial
appearance creates a sort of love and allegiance
in the inner self and vice-versa. This matter is
proven true by means of common sense and
experience. For instance, when two men from
the same country happen to meet in a foreign
country, one notices cordiality and familiarity
between them. In short, if imitation in worldly
matters leads to love and allegiance, how about

in matters of the Hereafter!”123

123 - Jgtida' As-Sirat Al-Mustagim: 1/548-550.
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The Fifth Enemy: The Worldly Life

The dunya (worldly life) is any distraction from the
hereafter. The believer has a natural attraction to
kingship, immortality, high status, wealth, women,
and children. These elements generate distraction,
misguidance, and competition in worldly matters that
lead to boastfulness, as mentioned in the Glorious
Book of Allah.

Allah says,
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“Know that the life of this world is only play
and amusement, pomp and mutual boasting
among you, and rivalry in respect of wealth
and children. (It is) as the likeness of
vegetation after rain, thereof the growth is
pleasing to the tiller. Afterwards it dries up
and you see it turning yellow, then it
becomes straw. But in the hereafter (there is)
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a severe torment (for the disbelievers, evil-
doers), and (there is) forgiveness from Allah
and (His) good pleasure (for the believers —
good-doers), And the life of this world is only
a deceiving enjoyment.” 124

The Prophet (peace be wupon him) was deeply
concerned that the worldly life would corrupt his

nation. "Ugba bin Amir narrated:
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124 Soorah Al-Hadid (57: 20)
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“Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) offered
the funeral prayers of the martyrs of Uhud eight
years after (their death), as if bidding farewell to
the living and the dead. Then he ascended the
pulpit and said, ‘I am your predecessor before
you, and I am a witness on you, and your
promised place to meet me will be al-haudh
(i.e. the pool) (on the Day of Resurrection),
and I am (now) looking at it from where I
stand. I am not afraid that you will worship
others besides Allah, but I am afraid this
worldly life will tempt you and cause you to
compete with each other for it.”” 125

*Amr bin "Auf narrated:

125 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 4042 and Muslim: 2296. This is Al-
Bukhari's wording.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, 1 feel
that you have heard that Abu 'Ubaida has
brought something?’ They said, Yes, O Allah's
Messenger (peace be upon him).” He said,
‘Rejoice and hope for what will please you! By
Allah, I am not afraid of poverty for you, but I
am afraid you will lead a life of luxury as past
nations did, whereupon you will compete
with each other for it as they competed for it,
and it will destroy you as it destroyed
them.”126

The word “compete” implies a demanding race to
acquire something valuable and precious worth
competition to possess. The Prophet (peace be upon
him) informed us of the consequential danger of
competing for the worldly life. 'Awf ibn Malik narrated,

126 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 6425 and Muslim: 2961. This is Al-
Bukhari's wording.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) addressed his
companions: ‘Is it poverty you are afraid of?
Is it the worldly life that concerns you?
Indeed, Allah will make you triumphant
against the Persians and the Byzantines and
(the delights and luxuries of) this world will
come to you in plenty, and nothing will cause
the heart of any one of you to deviate except
that.”127

Reflect, o reader, on the tremendous crises and
turmoil due to competition for the worldly life, as
described in the previous proofs. So who can feel
secure against the deception of the worldly life? The
glamour of wealth is what tempts the believer to be
inclined to it. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,

127 - Recorded by Ahmad: 6/24.
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“Indeed there is a trial for every nation, and
the trial for my nation is wealth.”128

The meaning of this hadith is that nations that
preceded the Islamic nation were tested with disbelief,
polytheism, arrogance, and ingratitude. In contrast,
the Islamic nation has passed such tests even though
its major trial is the distraction of seeking and
collecting wealth and wastefully spending it. Allah

says,

“O you who believe! Let not your properties
or your children divert you from the
remembrance of Allah. And whosoever does
this, they are the losers.” 129

- Recorded by At-Tirmidhi: 2336, Ahmad: 4/160, Al-Hakim:
4/318, and Ibn Hibban: 3223. Al-Hakim stated. “Its chain of
narration is authentic, and it is so.”

129 Soorah Al-Munafiqun (63:9)
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If one's concern with wealth distracts one from obeying
and remembering Allah, one will be compelled to seek
wealth by unlawful means, spend it afterwards in an
impermissible manner, use it to transgress, and so on.
Muslims tested with wealth are shocking to the
beholder, even striving to learn magic and astrology in
order to become rich. The emergence of abuse of the
religion in the newspaper and the calls to democracy,
partisanship, removal of the veil, intermingling
between men and women, and every scheme aiming at
corrupting women are implemented in pursuit of

wealth.

This is besides those Muslims who are impressed with
the capitalist lifestyle of the West, and whose
inclination to it corrupts them to the extent they have
embraced its catastrophic strategies of earning wealth.
Capitalism's major strategy in earning wealth is
laissez-faire (free market), an atheistic principle
legalizing all forms of money-earning, lawful or
unlawful. It allows deception; cheating; lying; forgery;
interest; bribery; and profiteering from one's honor,
country, and the masses. It tolerates transgression,
robbery, and [unfair| taxes and custom fees on top of

Chamber of Commerce fees.

Moreover, capitalism legalizes wine and drugs and

leaves the door wide open for fornication, intoxicants,

dancing, and indecent amusement centers. Besides, it
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concedes to grants and aid (for Muslim countries) from
disbelievers offered on the condition that harm and

corruption be inflicted against fellow Muslims.

Worst of all, it offers a golden opportunity for
disbelieving countries, organizations, associations, and
missionaries to promote the call of Christianity among
Muslims on a large scale in return for financial aid
conferred upon Muslim rulers and secular and
innovated sects. This principle (laissez-faire) will
produce all sorts of evil and corruption in addition to

the disavowal of Shari'‘ah rulings.

To conclude, the influence of the worldly life over many
Muslims has brought about crises and ordeals as the

poet said:

We mend our worldly life by tearing apart our

religion,
Neither our religion nor our worldly life remains.

Therefore, beware of being lured by the worldly life.
Allah says,

{0 L2 2 9\ G
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“And the life of this world is only a deceptive

enjoyment.” 130
The poet says:
It is the worldly life crying out:
“Beware of my tyranny and destruction!
“Do not let fool you my grin,

“For happiness comes with my words while

sadness comes with my actions.”

Finally, the poet says:

The slave has a free soul as long as he is

content,

Whereas the free person is an enslaved (soul) as

long as he is greedy.

It is narrated by Abu Hurairah,
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130 Soorah Al-Hadid (57:20)
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“The Prophet (peace be wupon him) said,
‘Wretched is the slave of the dinar, the slave
of the dirham, and the slave of the khamisah
[kind of cloth]. He is wretched and will be
thrown (into Hell) on his face, and if he is
pricked with a thorn may he find no
relief.’”131

The worldly life should not penetrate one's heart, as
this is the attitude of the pious individuals. The heart
is the residence of one's servitude to the Knower of the
Unseen. One must know one’s rights and duties and
rigorously strive to save oneself before Allah. Thus
Allah will assist in the worldly life and in the hereafter.

The Major Cause Of Weakness: Ignorance Of The

Prophet's Teachings

131 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 2887.
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Ignorance is deeply rooted in the minds of many
believers. It is relatively high in some respects and low
in others, depending on the level of knowledge of an
individual. The proof that ignorance exists is what is
narrated from the authority of Abu Qatadah, "The
companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him) agreed
that every sin emerges from ignorance, whether

intentional or otherwise.”132

At-Tabari recorded in his Tafsir that Mujahid said,
“Every sinner is ignorant till he repents.” Its chain of

narration is authentic.
Al-'Allamah ibn Al-Qayyim noted,

“Each sin is associated with two categories of
ignorance: ignorance of the means to resist sin
and ignorance of the harmful result of the sin.
Many types of ignorance are covered under these
two major categories. Certainly, sinning comes
from ignorance, while obedience comes from

knowledge.”133

He adds,

132 - Recorded by Abdur-Razzaq in his Tafsir: 1/151 and At-
Tabari: 8/89. Its chain of narration is authentic to Qatadah.

133 - Muftah Dar As-Sa'adah: 1/321.
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“The tree of ignorance reaps the thorny fruits of
disbelief, corruption, polytheism, oppression,
transgression, ingratitude, obscenity, and
stinginess. Stinginess is defined as a
combination of ignorance and mistrust. It
results in cheating, arrogance, haughtiness,
desire for fame, hypocrisy, failure to keep
promises, rudeness, revenge, harm in return for
goodness, enjoining evil and forbidding good,
refusal of advice, and love and hope for other
than Allah.”

So strive for beneficial knowledge—the sustenance of
hearts, the gleam of the intellect, the cure of the soul,
the provision of the pious, and the path of the leaders
of decency. This knowledge is the Book of Allah and
the Sunnah of His Messenger (peace be upon him).
Many Muslims are sadly heedless whenever they are
called to adhere to it, except those whom Allah has

granted success.

The Believer's Weakness Is A Consequence Of
Absorption With Desires And Doubt

Leaving one’s heart unshielded and unprotected allows
doubtful matters to engulf it until it is torn apart.
Imam ibn Al-Qayyim remarked,
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"The heart encounters two diseases that subject
it to destruction and death if they overpower the
heart. They are desires and doubt. These two
diseases befell all mankind except those whom
Allah saves. Allah draws attention to these two
diseases; the disease of doubt is tougher and
more lethal to the heart. Allah says regarding
the hypocrites,

“In their hearts is a disease (of doubt and
hypocrisy) and Allah has increased their

disease.”134
and,
E/’/ ;—///;/ ;,»// 6,/{/,
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“and that those in whose hearts is a disease
(of hypocrisy) and the disbelievers may say:
“What does Allah intend by this (curious)

example?”135

and,

- Soorah Al-Bagarah (2:10)

- Soorah Al-Muddaththir (73:31)
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“That He (Allah) may make what is thrown in
by Shaitan (Shaitan) a trial for those in whose

™\

hearts is a disease (of hypocrisy and disbelief)
and whose hearts are hardened.”136

These three verses indicate the disease of
ignorance and doubt that engulf the heart. As
for the disease of desires, (Allah says),
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“O wives of the Prbphet! You are not like any
other women. If you keep your duty (to
Allah), then be not soft in speech, lest he in
whose heart is a disease (of hypocrisy, or evil
desire for adultery) should be moved with
desire, but speak in an honorable manner.”137

136 - Soorah Al-Hajj (22:53)
137~ Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:32)
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Imam ibn Al-Qayyim listed other diseases in his
discussion, including haughtiness, showing off, envy,
pride. He concluded, “All of these diseases are a
natural outcome of ignorance and their remedy is

knowledge.”138
Imam ibn Al-Qayyim also stated,

“The trial of doubt arises from weakness of
insight and lack of knowledge, especially if they
are combined with ill intent and evil desires.
This is the most terrible trial, which ultimately
leads to disbelief and hypocrisy. It is this very
test that encompasses hypocrites and innovators
on different levels. Their innovation stems from
the trial of doubtful matters in which they fail to
distinguish truth from falsehood and guidance
from misguidance. This trial arises from weak
understanding, false reporting,
misunderstanding the truth, or evil intent or
desire. These themselves all stem from blindness

of insight and ill intent.”139

Ibn Battah stated,

“l have considered what expelled some
individuals from the fold of the Sunnah into the

138 - Muftah Dar As-Sa'adah: 1/367-368.
139 - Jghathatul-Lahfan: 2 /887-888.
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realm of innovation, opened the gate of trial, and
clouded their insight. I ultimately discovered two
major causes: unnecessary research and
excessive inquiry about matters that neither
increase nor decrease the knowledge of the
believer, in addition to befriending those who

introduce corruption into the heart.”140
He continues,

“Don’t allow your heart to accommodate
doubtful matters soaking them up as sponge
does until they encompass the heart and
produce nothing but themselves. Instead, make
your heart a sound vessel, free from doubtful
matters. This type of heart detects doubtful
matters and rejects them. They will be its resting

place if carelessly tolerated.”14!

Innovation And Partisanship Are The Origin Of A

Believer's Weakness

The Prophet (peace be wupon him) foretold the
appearance of innovators and the emergence of sects,

their specific innovations, and their corruptive

140 - Al-Ibanah: 1/390.
141 - Tbid: 1/443.
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influence on the religion. Each of those sects has
seduced a considerable number of the believers. This
consequently deepens the existing weakness of the
believers’ resistance to the innovators' call. Innovators

and partisans are:

The Khawarij

Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri narrated,
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“While we were with Allah's Messenger (peace be
upon him), who was distributing (i.e. some
property), Dhul-Khuwaisira, a man from the
tribe of Bani Tamim arrived and said, ‘O Allah's
Messenger, be just.” The Prophet said, ‘Woe to
you! Who could do justice if I did not? I
would be a desperate loser if I did not do
justice.’ 'Umar said, ‘O Allah's Messenger (peace
be upon him)! Allow me to chop his head off.’
The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘Leave
him, for he has companions who pray and
fast in such a way that you will consider your
fasting negligible in comparison to theirs.
They recite Qur'an but it does not go beyond
their throats (i.e. they do not act on it) and
they will desert Islam as an arrow goes
through a victim's body...””142

142 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 4351 and Muslim: 2505. This is
Muslim's wording.
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There are numerous ahadith—so much as to have
reached the level of a recurrent hadith—foretelling the
appearance of the Khawarij. Some of these ahadith,
recorded in Muslim's collection, relate the attitude of

the Khawarij.

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
QU Ja 0,205 5 ¥y JiT 5,454

“They [Al-Khawarij] kill the people of Islam
while leaving alone the worshippers of idols.”

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,

wd‘jd_l;d\

“They are the worst among the creation and

the creatures.”!43

So promoting the ideology of takfir,14* which legalizes
people's blood, wealth, and honor, increases weakness
in the aspect of religious brotherhood. This (ideology)
disfigures the concept of brotherhood and renders the
rights of believers null. That is, the believer is not
expected to be aided, is to be humiliated rather than
honored, betrayed rather than defended, and

- Muslim: 1067.
144 _ Accusation of disbelief.
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oppressed rather than spared. On the top of this, the
Khawarij have caused further weakness by
encouraging fighting among the believers while
neglecting to fight the disbelievers. This dilemma has
emboldened the disbelievers' eagerness to (destroy) the

believers.

The Sabaean Innovators

This sect was founded by Abdullah ibn Saba', who
publically claimed Islam but harbored his Jewish
identity in secret. History books are full of reports of
incidents about him that incurred nothing but
misfortune on the Muslim nation. It began with
rebelling against the rightly guided Khalifah ’'Uthman
ibn 'Affan (May Allah be pleased with him)—which led
to 'Uthman's murder—and ended with the statement
that ’Ali (May Allah be pleased with him) was Allah,
and hadn’t died but disappeared. ’Abdullah ibn Saba'
maintained that the Prophet (peace be upon him)
would return with ’Ali (May Allah be pleased with him).
In the midst of his misguidance and disbelief,
(Abdullah ibn Saba’) dared to slander many of the
companions (may Allah be pleased with them) and
even stated the Qur’an is incomplete.
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The Shi’a received this deviation from ’Abdullah ibn
Saba' and based their belief system on it. Thereafter,
they divided into different sects among themselves.
The most famous are the Batiniyyah, the Isma'iliyyah,
and the Qarmatiyyah. The Batiniyyah is counted
outside of the nation of Muhammad (peace be upon
him) as established by the consensus of the scholars,
as are the Twelver Shi'a (Imamiyyah), and the
Zaydiyyah.

The Shi’a caused much more harm to the Islamic
nation than the Jews and Christians. They conspired
with Magians, Tartars, Christians, and Jews against
Muslims throughout old and contemporary history. It
is the most evil sect that ever challenged Islam and

Muslims.

The Qadariyyah (Anti-Fatalists):

Ibn 'Umar (May Allah be pleased with them both) said,
(o 5,008 gn;_%f PRS- DU YE SES)

“l heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) say, “Among my nation there will be
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people who will disbelieve in Divine
decree.”145

There are several ahadith labeling this sect the
“Magians of this nation” and combined, they amount
to valid proof. Ibn Abil-'Izz, one of the scholars who

exposed this sect, maintained,

“The anti-fatalists have made Allah co-equal
with His servants in respect to the creation
process. For this reason, they have deserved to
be labeled the Magians of this nation, or even
worse since Magians believed in the existence of
two creators while anti-fatalists believe in a
multitude of creators (that is, the entire human

race).”146

They maintain that humans create their own actions
and thus, that there are countless numbers of creators
along with Allah. Therefore, they are more deviant
than Magians.

The weakness this sect has created in the believers is
pinpointed by Sheikh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah. “Some
started to follow this belief in Al-Hijaz, Ash-Sham, and

145 - Recorded by Ahmad: 2/90 and Abu Dawud: 4613.
146 - The Explanation of At-Tahawiyyah: 493-494.
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Iraq after it was restricted to Ash-Sham, Iraq, and Al-

Basrah.”147

This prevalence has made this belief acceptable even
to some scholars and struck doubt in some Muslims’
hearts in respect to the actual existence of fate, which
is proven to exist in the Qur'an and Sunnah and

widely affirmed by the early pious predecessors.

The Qur’aniyyun

Al-Migdam ibn Ma'dikarib reported,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
‘Beware! I have been given the Qur'an and
something like it, yet the time is coming when
a man replete on his couch will say, “Keep to

147 - Majmu' Al-Fatawa: 8/228.
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the Qur'an; what you find in it to be
permissible treat as permissible, and what you
find in it to be prohibited treat as
prohibited.”’”148

Abu Rafi' narrated a hadith elevating it to the Prophet
(peace be upon him) who said,
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“Let me not find one of you reclining on his
couch when a command I ordered, or a
prohibition from me comes to him, and he
says, ‘I do not know. What we find in the
Book of Allah, we follow.’”149

Many writers who authored books addressing the
signs of Prophethood and the miracles of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) as well as the

148 _ Recorded by Ahmad: 4/131, Abu Dawud in As-Sunnan:
4604, ibn Zangoyah in Al-‘Amwaal: 620, At-Tabarani in Al-
Kabeer: 20/668, and others. This hadith is sahih and this is Abu
Dawud's wording.

149 - Recorded by Ahmad: 6/10, Abu Dawud: 4605, Al-Humaidi:
551, and others. It is sahih.

122



THE WEAK BELIEVER

commentators on this hadith have listed this hadith

under the category of the signs of Prophethood.

I will quote what Al-'Adheem ’Abbadi stated in
exploring the corruption this sect incurred (upon this

nation),

“The miracle foretold by the Prophet (peace be
upon him) took place as exactly as he said. A
man from the Punjab in India declared himself
Qur’ani, regardless of the huge gap between
himself and the adherents to the Qur’an. He is
an atheist and an apostate. At one time he was
righteous, but the Shaitan misguided and
deviated him from the straight path until he

embraced something incongruous with Islam.

He slandered the Prophet (peace be upon him)
and rejected all authentic ahadith, claiming they
are all fabricated and we must act accordingly
with Qur’an only... (He added) whoever acts in
accordance to other than Qur’an only, such
individual is included in Allah's saying and the
likes of it,
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“Whosoever does not judge by what Allah has
revealed, such are the Kifiran (i.e.
disbelievers).”150

Many ignorant people followed him and crowned
him as their leader. However, scholars have
ruled that he is a disbeliever and out of the fold
of Islam. This is the correct judgment and Allah
knows best.”151

I say, this sect is has been increasing and evolved into
a distinct entity with its own callers and books.
Whoever is willing to acquire more information about
this sect should consult the important book The
Qur’aniyyun And Their Misconceptions About The
Sunnah.

The Murji'ah

This sect is divided into two groups: one group
maintains that the (essence of) iman is the conviction
of the heart solely and pronouncing and acting upon
this iman is unnecessary. This group is known as the
extremist Murji'ah. Many scholars ruled this sect

disbelieving. The other group maintains that iman is

150 - Soorah Al-Maidah (5:44)
151 - "Awan Al-Ma'bood: 12/233.
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the conviction of the heart and the pronunciation of
the tongue only, and does not believe good deeds are
an integral part of iman. This second group is the one
scholars refer to when addressing the Murji'ah and the
one I refer to here. This sect has brought about untold
harm against the Muslim nation with its
misconceptions because it opened the door to
tampering with Islam by allowing neglect of its
commands and indulgence in its prohibitions. This is
why the pious predecessors warned against them and
judged them innovators and deviants.

Ibrahim Al-Nakh'i said regarding them, “Their threat is
more serious than that of Al-'Azariqah.”152 153

Az-Zuhri stated, “The Murji'ah is the worst form of

innovation that ever existed in Islam.”154

Al-'Awza'i said, “Yahya and Qatadah used to say
nothing made them more anxious about the danger of

innovation then the Murji'ah.”155

Sufyan Ath-Thawri said, “The Murji'ah has left Islam
softer (made it weaker) than the garment of Samrii.”156

152 . They are a group adopting the Khawarij methodology.
(Translator's note)

183 . Recorded by Al-lbanah: 2/885, number (1221) and in As-
Sunnah: 1/313, number (620).

154 - Al-Ibanah: 2 /885 number (1222).

155 _ [bid: 2/885, number (1223) and in As-Sunnah by Abdullah,
the son of Imam Ahmad: 1/318, number (641).
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The Jahmiyyah And The Mu'tazilah:

Logic and philosophy imposed their evil influence on
the Jahmiyyah and the Mu'tazilah and diluted their
creed—the genuine creed followed by the prophets,
messengers, and the early pious predecessors. These
two sects share the fault of denying Allah’s glorified
names. The Jahmiyyah deny Allah’s names and
attributes while the Mu'tazilah deny Allah’s attributes
only. They both maintain the Qur’an is created, and
agree that reason should rule over the pure Islamic
law. Due to this, their deviation has become

increasingly rife among Muslims today.

The Jahmiyyah are identical to the Qadariyyah and
the Jabariyyah in following the example of the
disbelievers referred to in Allah’s saying,
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“Those who took partners (in worship) with
Allah will say: ‘If Allah had willed, we would
not have taken partners (in worship) with

Him, nor would our fathers, and we would not

156 - Majmu' Al-Fatawa:_7 [ 395.
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have forbidden anything (against His
Will).>»157

The Mu'tazilah are identical to the Qadariyyah and
Magians; the Jahmiyyah are identical to the extremists
of the Murji'ah. However, the Mu'tazilah ideology also
accuses believers of disbelief and applies every threat
of punishment in the Qur’an on the believers because
(the Mu'tazilah) believe the sinning believer in this life
occupies a middle level between disbelief and Islam
while in the Hell-fire, and he will eternally dwell

therein.

The deviation of these two sects is now found in other
sects including the Shi’a, Zaydiyyah, Sufiyyah,
Khawarij, Ash'ariyyah, and Maturidiyyah, and is still
spreading today.

Sufism:

It is known by all discerning Muslims that Sufism has
many religious innovations and is the most devious
sect. It has restricted the concept of good deeds to
building shrines and masjids over graves, slaughtering
and vowing for dead people, worshipping them by
means of circumambulation around their graves,

seeking help from them, and celebrating their

157 - Soorah Al-An’am (6:148)

127



CHAPTER 2: A BELIEVER'S WEAKNESS: ITS
TYPES, ROOTS, FACTORS, AND
CONSEQUENCES

birthdays to the extent of elevating the dead to the
level of Allah’s Lordship. They believe dead people can
repel harm, bring benefits, and dispose people’s

affairs.

Muslims who embraced the falsehood of Sufism have
become foolish, absurd, and ignorant of both Allah's
religion and the deceit of their enemy. Sufism was
always the weak link through which the enemy had
the opportunity to invade the Muslim land. The Sufis
would call people to attend their innovated
celebrations and visit their pagan graves whenever the
invading enemy army was mobilized, be they Jewish,
Christian, or otherwise. This activity would distract the
Muslims until the enemy stormed the (Muslim land)
and conquered the country. Thereafter, Sufis would
make peace with the invading enemy so they could
carry on their innovation and pagan rites.

The Ash'arivah and The Maturidiyyah

They are from the sects that follow the discipline of
logic. They sometimes share beliefs of the Jahmiyyah
and sometimes those of the Mu'tazilah regarding

Allah's names and attributes, Prophethood, and iman.
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They are inclined to imitate Sufism in matters related
to Allah's oneness, acts of worship like prayer, fasting,
and pilgrimage, morals, and actions. Recently, some of
their scholars embraced Sufism. The deviance of these
two sects spread to the extent that many Muslims
adopted their methodology in creed, and to Allah we

belong, to Allah we return.

The Innovating Sects

The Muslim brotherhood, Hizb At-Tahrir, and the
party of Muhammad Suroor are examples of these
types of sects. These sects and the likes of them have
become democratic parties, which make them puppets
of the disbelieving West. This is the reason the United
States and its allies extend tangible and intangible aid
to them. So what goodness can we expect from them?

These sects strive to recruit as many Muslims as
possible regardless of their religious orientation.
Atheistic parties like secularism and communism are
even more evil, and although Allah has disgraced them
and they are declining, they still seduce those with
diseases in their hearts and lovers of authority.
However, today’s innovating parties sometimes import

their deviation from these two atheistic parties.

They bend Islam to serve their own interests rather
than serving Islam, invite people to their methodology
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rather than Islam, and call for making Islam the
arbitrator (in every matter) while they take democracy
as their arbitrator, and to Allah we complain.

Their foremost duty is waging war against the call of
Ahlus-Sunnah. Muslims who were heedless of clinging
to the Sunnah are most often tested with these sects
and parties, and whoever responds to their call will be

a victim of their deviance and violations.

The aforementioned should make clear that there is
nothing more harmful to Muslims than those who
exploit Islam as an advertisement for their innovations

and partisanship.

Straying Caused By Innovators Has Dramatically

Increased

An innovator begins with a (small) group, then tries to
recruit as many Muslims as he can to join his party
until it becomes so large, the evil increases
significantly. Then this large group divides into smaller
groups and parties and those small parties likewise
divide in an identical process. This was foretold by the
Prophet (peace be upon him). Al-Irbad bin Sariyyah

narrated,
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“One day after the morning prayer, the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him) exhorted
us to the extent that the eyes wept and the
hearts shuddered with fear. A man said, Indeed
this is a farewell exhortation. (So what) do you
order us, O Messenger of Allah?’ He said: ‘I
order you to have taqwa of Allah, and to
131-
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listen and obey, even in the case of an
Ethiopian slave (as your ruler). Indeed,
whoever among you lives will see much
differing. Beware of newly invented matters,
for indeed they are astray. Whoever among
you sees them must stick to my Sunnah and
the Sunnah of the rightly guided khulafa/
sticking to it with the molars. Beware of
newly invented matters [in the religion], for
verily every innovation is misguidance.’”158

Al-Hafidh Abu Na'im classified the grade of this hadith,
“This hadith is good, and from the authentic ahadith of
the people of Ash-Sham.”159

Ibn Kathir said, “I don’t know of any hidden flaws in
this hadith.”

Sheikh Al-Islam Al-Ansari said, “This is most authentic
hadith reported by the people of Ash-Sham.”160

I say this hadith holds great value and is from the
signs of the Prophethood of the Prophet (peace be upon
him). Al-Hafidh ibn Rajab pointed out,

158 . Recorded by Abu Dawud: 4607, At-Tirmidhi: 2676, ibn
Majah: 34-44, and Ahmad: 4/126-127. This is Ahmad's wording.
159 _ Taken from Jami' Al-Ulum wal-Hikam: 4/126-127.

160 - Quoted from Al-’llman Bi-Dirasat Al-Ahadith Allati 'Alayha
Madar Al-Islam: 389.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) decisively
foretells future disagreement among Muslims in
the essentials and subdivisions of the religion,
and differing in sayings, actions, and beliefs.
This is consistent with what is reported about
the split within this nation into seventy-odd
sects, all of them in the Hell-fire except the one
that strictly adheres to the Sunnah of the
Prophet (peace be upon him) and his

companions.

“This hadith instructs us to adhere to the
Sunnah of the Prophet (peace be upon him) and
his companions whenever difference and
separation occur. Following the rightly guided
khulafa’ covers following their beliefs, actions,
and sayings, and this is the complete

Sunnah.”161

Abu Hurairah narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘The
Jews were split into seventy-one or seventy-
two sects, and the Christians were split up
into seventy-one or seventy-two sects, and
my community will be split up into seventy-
three sects.’”162

Mu’awiyah ibn Abi Sufyan (May Allah be pleased with
them both) said,

162 - Recorded by Ahmad:2 /332, Abu Dawud: 4596, and At-
Tirmidhi: 2640. This hadith is hasan and it is Abu Dawud's
wording.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) stood among
us and said, ‘Beware! The people of the Book
before were split up into seventy-two sects,
and this community will be split into seventy
three: seventy-two of them will go to Hell and
one of them will go to Paradise, and it is the
united body.’”163

This split occurred shortly after the first generation of
the Salaf passed, as is documented in the books of the
later Salaf. Abul-Hasan Al-Ash'ari counted over

seventy sects and he lived in the fourth generation.

This splitting and differing has increased dramatically
over time. Today over forty-five political parties
competing in Yemen, each disagrees with the rest. This
is besides the rest of the Arabian and Muslim
countries. So reflect on what the callers to innovation
and partisanship have done to the believers who

underestimated their evil.

163 - Recorded by Abu Dawud: 4597, Ahmad: 4/102, Al-Hakim:
1/128, and Ad-Darimi: 2/241. This hadith is hasan and it is Abu
Dawud's wording.
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This splitting intensifies the believers' weakness and
lessens their power against the enemy, besides the
sequence of calamities that gave their enemy (an
advantage). The internal disputes among Muslims due
to these sects and parties arouse their followers’
enmity for the “others” to the extent that some
Muslims accuse Muslims of disbelief and legalize
seizure of their blood and wealth, such as is found in
the Shi’a and Khawarij. So is there any refuge for one

misled by those deviated sects and misguided parties?

Scholars’ Statements Regarding The Believers’

Weakness Incurred By Innovators And Partisans

Historically, Muslims never experienced any harm as
serious as that at the hands of the innovators and
partisans. Some of the general public is aware of the
harm inflicted by sects like the Shi’a, while others are
unaware of it. There are also those who do not
recognize the harm of Sufism, for although it is more
prevalent than that of the Shi’a, the harm of the Shi’a
is far more obvious. The following statements of
scholars are enough to prove the weakness brought

about by innovators.

Sheikh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah said,
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“Later, after hypocrisy, innovation, and
indecency in violation of the law set by the
Messenger emerged (in the nation of Islam), the
enemy (i.e. the Christian Byzantines) stormed
back to the Arabian Peninsula and Ash-Sham,
and extended their dominance over the frontiers
of Ash-Sham until they colonized Jerusalem by
the end of the fourth century (H). Then they
besieged Damascus at a time when the residents
of Ash-Sham were trapped between the
Christian disbelievers and the hypocrites until
Nur Ad-Deen assumed rulership. He embraced
the genuine Islam and launched jihad against its
enemies. The rulers of Egypt (e Al
‘Ubaydiyyun) sought his support against the
Christians and he responded to their request.

“Thereafter, several incidents took their course
until Egypt was seized from Bani 'Ubayd!®4 by
Salah Ad-Deen Yusuf ibn Sa’dy and came under
the reign of the descendants of Al-'Abbas (Bani
al-'Abbas). Egypt, since then, has flourished

164 - Translator's note: Banu 'Ubayd was a tribe that ruled Egypt
during the 'Abbasi period.
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with Islam after being subjugated to hypocrites
and apostates for a hundred years.165

“To conclude, belief in the Messenger (peace be
upon him) and in jihad for the sake of religion
are causes of goodness in this life and the
hereafter. Innovation, atheism, and violation of
the Prophet's religion are causes of evil in this
life and the hereafter. When innovation and
atheism were dominant in Ash-Sham, Egypt,
and the Arabian Peninsula, Allah empowered the
disbelievers over the believers. Conversely, when
Islam was dominant (in the land of the
Muslims), Allah humiliated the atheists and
innovators and granted the Muslims victory over
the disbelievers.”166

He also said,

“The increasing splitting and differing in the
Eastern Islamic lands was among the
(weaknesses) that brought the Tartars. The split
has reached a level where a follower of the Shafi'i

juristic school is intolerant of any other juristic

165 - Translator's note: Sheikh Al-Islam is referring to Bani 'Ubayd,
as they were declared apostates by the scholars of that time.
Check Adh-Dhahabi's book Al-Ibar fi Khabari man Ghabr: 2 /200",
166 - Majmu' Al-Fatawa: 13/178-179.
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school to the point that he leaves Islam. The
same applies for some followers of the schools of
Ahmad or Malik. This is an offshoot of splitting
and disunity prohibited by Allah and His
Messenger. Intolerant adherents who follow their
whims and desires should be disparaged and

punished.”167

Al-’Allamah ibn Al-Qayyim pointed out,

“Denial of Allah's names, attributes, and actions
are based on false principles set by innovators of
the Jahmiyyah, Mu'tazilah, Qadariyyah and
those like them. The adopters of these principles
have employed invalid measures, false opinions,
and misconceptions to reject the decisive
authentic textual evidence. They managed to
falsify the literal text of these evidences by
invalidating its narrators and distorting their
underlying meanings. This led to the denial of
the believers' direct sight of Allah (in the
hereafter), Allah's speech and communication
with His servants, Allah's separateness from the
world, the istiwa (elevation) over the Throne,
Allah's loftiness over all creation, and His

dominance over everything.

167 - Tbid: 22/254.
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“Furthermore, they detached the actions of
angels, messengers, jinn, and humans from
Allah’s power and will, although these actions
are created by Allah. Subsequently, they rejected
the facts told by Allah and His Messenger about
Himself, such as His perfect and glorious
attributes. They (did this) based on mere
opinions that are only the leftovers and filthy
remains of distorted minds. These opinions
spread in many books, filled many hearts with

doubts, and corrupted the world.

“Anyone with any intellect should now
understand that destruction occurs when reason
presides over textual evidence and desire
presides over reason. These two factors
inevitably devastate hearts and nations
whenever they are in power. Mere opinions have
led to rejection of a great deal of truth, tolerance
of a great deal of falsehood, burial of guidance,

and resurrection of misguidance.”168
He also said,

“The destruction of religion occurs due to either
a false belief that is spread or actions

168 _lam Al-Muwagqi'in: 1/68-69.
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inconsistent with the truth. The first is
innovation, while the other is fulfilling desires.
These two are the origin of evil, turmoil, and
ordeal. They are the origin of the people's
rejection of the messengers, disobedience to
Allah, entrance into the Hell-fire, and

consequential punishment.

“On that basis, scholars have warned against
two types of people: one who follows his desires
and one who is obsessed with this worldly life.
Scholars also warned against the trial caused by
deviant scholars and ignorant worshippers
because they drive utterly astray their followers.
Deviant scholars are similar to those worthy of
Allah’s wrath as they act inconsistent with the
knowledge they have, while the ignorant
worshippers act without (guiding) knowledge.”16°

Never forget what Muslims experienced due to the
tyranny of their rulers in their desperate pursuit of the
worldly life. Al-Qurtubi pointed out,

“When Muslims experience what was previously
described, the result is disunity and
preoccupation with (fighting) each other instead
of declaring jihad against the (true) enemy.
Subsequently, the enemy will become stronger

169 - Tbid: 1/136-137.
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and more dominant. We have experienced this
today in the East and the West. The Turkish
disbelievers colonized Iraq when the (Muslim)
rulers of the East disputed, and the Europeans
colonized Andalusia and its nearby islands when
the dispute occurred between the (Muslim)
rulers of the West. The disbelievers' greed for the
entire Islamic land has mounted. So we ask
Allah to bestow forgiveness, victory, and

beneficence upon Muslims.”170

We must also not disregard the evil produced by
dissolute and lewd individuals. Sheikh Al-Islam ibn

Taymiyyah said,

“Whoever reflects on the ongoing tribulations will
conclude that any turmoil between the rulers of
this nation and its scholars including their
followers are due to deviance and evil religious
and worldly desires—that is, religious innovation
and pursuit of worldly lusts. These matters are
universal to the entire race of human beings as
they are intrinsically ignorant sinners. Sinners
wrong themselves and inflict harm on others
when they indulge in adultery, homosexuality,

170 - Al-Mufhim: 7/218.
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alcohol, oppression, financial fraud, and other

sins.”171

Continued Weakness Caused By Persistence Of

Innovators Old And New

No matter how great the weakness of the believers and
the pursuit of their enemies, the innovators display no
spirit of mercy and never consider reverting to genuine
Islam. They and their followers persist in remaining on
their position of weakness and disgrace. This perfectly
matches the Prophet’s (peace be upon him) statement
regarding the first sect to appear in the Islamic nation,

the Khawarij.
Abu Dharr reported Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon
him) as saying,
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171 - Majmu' Al-Fatawa: 28/ 143.
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“Verily there will arise from my nation after
me or soon after me a group (of people) who
will recite the Qur'an, but it will not go
beyond their throats. They will pass straight
through their religion just as the arrow
passes through its victim and they will never
return. They will be the worst among creation
and the animals.”172

This is the attitude of innovators and partisans along
with their followers: persistence in violating Allah’s law
to the extent of polytheism, superstitions, murder, and
internal disputes among Muslims. Examine the sects
and parties that emerged since the generation of the
Salaf: the Khawarij, Mu'tazilah, Jahmiyyah, Murji'ah,
Shi’a, Sufiyyah, and Ash'ariyah up until our present
time. Is there any chance the Muslim will be sound
while engaged with these sects? Yet ironically, those
sects and parties consider the one who reverts to the

Sunnah an apostate, Allah forbid.

We discover that the parties that emerged during our
generation are deteriorating day after day in pursuit of
the enemy’s desires. As a result, Muslims affiliated
with neither the Shi’a nor the Sufis have become

172 - Recorded by Muslim: 1067.
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partisans except those who adhere to Allah and the
Sunnah of His Prophet (peace be upon him).

Democratic partisanship has heightened the believers’
weakness and division. Contemporary partisanship
increases the weakness believers already suffer for
years after it takes hold.

In short, the continued weakness of the believers due
to innovation and partisanship is ongoing and is only
denied by the ignorant, arrogant, or stubborn. This
weakness increases occasionally. Some sects and
parties may encounter a phase of weakness whereas
others may become stronger. It has never happened in
the course of history that innovators and partisans
have reverted from their innovation and partisanship;
usually it is only some individuals among them who
revert to the Sunnah and abandon what contradicts
the truth.

Followers Of Innovators And Partisanship Will
Continue To Be Weak Until Allah Ceases The
Existence of All Religions

Allah says,
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“It is He Who has sent His Messenger
(Muhammad peace be upon him) with
guidance and the religion of truth (Islam), to
make it superior over all religions.” 173

Ibn 'Atiyyah commented,

“This verse will be truly sensed when Isa Son of
Maryam descends and all religions cease to exist
except Islam. This is At-Tabari and Ath-
Tha'labi's position. The other position states
Islam will be outstandingly superior to other

religions, the traces of which will remain.” 174

The Prophet (peace be upon him) explained that
deviant sects will cease to exist when ’Isa son of
Maryam (peace be upon him) descends. Abu Hurairah

narrated,
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174 - Tafsir of ibn 'Atiyyah: 13/472.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, “The
prophets are paternal brothers; their mothers
are different, but their religion is one. I, more
than any of mankind, have more right to “Isa,
son of Maryam, for there was no Prophet
between him and I. He will descend, and if
you see him, know him. He is a well-built
man, (the color of his skin) between red and
white. He will descend while wearing two
long, light yellow garments. His head appears
to be dripping water, even though no
moisture touched it. He will break the cross,
kill the pig, and banish the Jizyah and will
call the people to Islam. During his time,
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Allah will destroy all religions except
Islam.”175

This point is also emphasized in Abu Sa'id Al-
Khudri's hadith about Ad-Dajjal (The Antichrist).

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
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“The people will be united and none will be
worshipped except Allah.”176

The disappearance of all religions—Christianity,
Judaism, and others—necessarily entails the
disappearance of innovation, because these
dogmas and ideologies are inspired by philosophers
(from other religions) and idol worshippers. Ultimately,
Islam is the only religion that will remain and will
reign over the entire world. Tsa will be the ruler while
Al-Mahdi and his fellow believers will be his subjects.
How pleasant and tasteful this life will be.

175 . Recorded by Ahmad: 2/406.
176 - Recorded by ibn Majah: 4077.
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The Increase Of Weakness Of Believers In Our Time

It was previously mentioned that the believer's
weakness intensifies and increases over time. This
weakness may overwhelm some generations. The

weakness in our time has different shapes.

Muslim children are educated in schools, institutes,
and universities of the disbelieving Christians and
Jews, whether those schools are in the lands of the
Muslims or the disbelievers. This type of education has
left Muslim students at the mercy of the disbelievers
because the Islamic identity of those students becomes
disfigured—Ilet alone those students who have become
promoters of evil to the extent that some become even

more severe critics of Islam than the enemies of Islam.

Muslim leaders granted authority to Christians and
Jews in handling Muslims' affairs in various fields
including politics, economy, academia, da’wah, ethics,
and many others. Such authority has made the reality
of the Muslims' condition shocking and gloomy. To
Allah we belong and to Allah we return.

Muslim citizens are emigrating to the lands of

disbelievers. Most of those emigrants are not officially

authorized to travel to western lands and most are

ignorant of Islam and unaware of how ignorant the

disbelievers are. These Muslims perceive the
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disbelieving lands as civilized (from afar), so how grave

is (their error) when they emigrate to live there?

On top of this, some of them pursue citizenship and
become completely assimilated into these societies.
Emigration to the land of disbelievers has incurred a
massive loss in such a manner that the following from

Allah’s words apply to them:
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“And among mankind is he who worships
Allah as it were, upon the very edge (i.e. in
doubt). If good befalls him, he is content
therewith, but if a trial befalls him, he turns
back on his face (i.e. reverts back to disbelief
after embracing Islam). He loses both this
world and the Hereafter. That is the evident

loss.”177

177 - Soorah Al-Hajj (22:11)
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A great number of Muslims nowadays tend to imitate
the enemy of Islam on an unprecedented scale and in
every aspect. The imitators accept anything
disbelievers do even if harmful, to the extent that some
of the Muslim youth imitated the disbelievers in
embracing the worst forms of disbelief and atheism,
including communism, which is based on the
principle, “There is no God, and life is purely
materialistic.” This religion is the opium of the public.

Some of the imitators adopt secularism, which denies
religion and considers it mankind’s worst conspiracy.
Communist and secular parties were established in
some Muslim countries and were led to atheism—
slandering Allah, His religion, His Messenger, and the
Qur’an. They labeled Islam a religion of backwardness

and fossilization.

Furthermore, those imitators have accepted the calls
to equality riddled with disbelief, equating the Qur’an
to the distorted and abrogated Torah and Gospel,
equating Masjids to churches, and equating the
believer to the disbeliever—even though the
disbelievers - believe themselves superior to the
believers—and equated men to women. This equality
contains enough disbelief and atheism to turn the
religion of Islam upside down. The following statement
of the Prophet is perfectly applicable to those Muslim
imitators.
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“If they entered the hole of a lizard, you will

follow them.”178

These are the most prominent forms of weakness in
our generation, and I ask Allah to rectify the
conditions of the believers.

Weakness Is Severely Aggravated Immediately

Before Ad-Dajjal’s Appearance

The further Muslims are from the prophetic generation
the more their weakness and tribulations increase,
except in those upon whom Allah has mercy. The
weakness will increase even more before Ad-Dajjal's
appearance. Some weak believers may become
hypocrites and disbelievers due ‘to the flood of
tribulations. We seek refuge in Allah from such things.

’Abdullah ibn 'Umar (may Allah be pleased with them
both) narrated,

178 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 7320 and Muslim: 2669.
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“When we were sitting with the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him), he talked about
periods of trial, mentioning many of them. When
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he mentioned the fitnah during which people
should stay in their houses, some asked him,
‘Messenger of Allah, what is the fitnah that will
compel people to stay in their homes?’ He
replied, ‘It will be fleeing and plundering.
Then will come a test which is pleasant. Its
murkiness is due to the fact that it will come
from a man from the people of my house,
who will assert that he belongs to me,
whereas he does not, for my friends are only
the God-fearing. Then the people will unite
under a man who will be like a hip-bone on a
rib. Then there will be the little black trial,
which will leave none of this community
without striking him, and when people
believe it has ended, it will be extended.
During it a man will be a believer in the
morning and a disbeliever in the evening. The
people will be in two camps: the camp of
iman, which will contain no hypocrisy; and
the camp of hypocrisy, which will contain no
iman. When that happens, expect Ad-Dajjal
that day or the next.’”179

179 - Recorded by Abu Dawud: 4244. .
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The flood of tribulations deprives people of their reason
and throws them into mazes of confusion. Anas ibn

Malik narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘The
years preceding Ad-Dajjal will be treacherous.
The liar will be regarded honest and the
honest will be regarded a liar. The believer
will be regarded as a traitor and the traitor
will be regarded a believer. The ruwaibidah
will decide matters.’ It was asked, ‘Who are
the ruwaibidah?’ He said, ‘Vile and base men
who handle the affairs of the people.’”180

I say those ordeals mentioned in the hadith of Anas
precisely match the condition of our present time.

180 . Recorded by Ahmad: 3/220 and Al-Bazzar in Kashf Al-'Astar:
4: 132.
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Magazine and newspaper columnists and reporters
have become the spokesmen of the enemy of Islam.
They address major affairs of the nation that require
exclusively rational and intellectual individuals, and
they analyze these affairs in an odd and questionable
manner. Certainly, to Allah we belong and to Allah we

return!

Types Of Diseases Found In The Heart Of The Weak
Believer

The diseases that target the heart of the weak believer
are various, as a single sin varies significantly
depending on the perpetrator. Some knowledgeable
people once remarked, “Singing denotes hypocrisy in
some people and stubbornness in others. It also
denotes denial in some people, vileness in others, and

indiscretion in others yet.”181

The following discussion draws attention to some of
these diseases with the conviction that Muslims

should be anxious to detect and avoid them.

Compliance with inner desires: Allah addressed some

of the Prophet’s (peace be upon him) wives,

181 - Jghathatul Lahfan: 1/447.
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“If you two (wives of the Prophet peace be
upon him, namely Aishah and Hafsah) turn in
repentance to Allah, (it will be better for you),

your hearts are indeed so inclined.”182

As-Sa'di commented, “(This means) Your hearts would
incline and embrace the appropriate attitude and piety
(in your dealings) with the Prophet (peace be upon

him).”

Deviance of the heart: Allah says,
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“So as for those in whose hearts there is a
deviation (from the truth) they follow that
which is not entirely clear thereof, seeking
al-fitnah (polytheism and turmoil, etc.), and
seeking hidden meanings, but none knows its
hidden meanings save Allah.”183

- Soorah At-Tahrim (66:4)
- Soorah Al-Tmran (3:7)
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Abu Ad-Darda' said,
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
came out to us when we were speaking of
poverty and how we feared it. He said, ‘Is it
poverty that you fear? By the One in Whose
Hand is my soul, (the delights and luxuries of)
this world will come to you in plenty, and
nothing will cause the heart of anyone of you
to deviate except that. By Allah, I am leaving
you upon something bayda (white, bright,
clear path) the night and day of which are the
same (in brightness).’184

184 - Recorded by Ibn Majah: 5.
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Malice, including envy, grudges, and enmity towards
one another: Allah describes the residents of Paradise,

Vol
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“And We shall remove from their breasts any
(mutual) hatred or sense of injury (which they
had, if at all, in the life of this world); rivers
1 will be flowing under them.”185

And Allah says in another verse reporting the believers’

saying,
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“Our Lord! Forgive us and our brethren who
have preceded us in Iman, and put not in our
hearts any hatred against those who have

believed.”186

Wrath: This extreme degree of anger is permissible
when directed against disbelievers and hypocrites. It is
an impermissible disease if directed against followers
of truth. Allah says,

1
1 - Soorah Al-A’raf (7:43)
186 - Soorah Al-Hashr (59:10)
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“Fight against them so that Allah will punish
them by your hands and disgrace them and
give you victory over them and heal the
breasts of a believing people. And remove the
anger of their (believers) hearts. Allah accepts
the repentance of whom He wills. Allah is All-
Knowing, All-Wise.”187

Allah praises the honorable believers,
§ S0 o2 Gl B Gl it}

“Who repress anger and pardon men.”188

Unfortunately, high levels of wrath may eventually lead

to hypocrisy.

- Soorah At-Taubah (9:14-15)
- Soorah Al-Tmran (3:134)
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“When they meet you, they say, ‘We believe.’
But when they are alone, they bite the tips of
their fingers at you in rage. Say: ‘Perish in
your rage. Certainly, Allah knows what is in
the breasts (all the secrets).’”189

Harshness of the heart:

Allah says,
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“And had you been severe and harsh-hearted,
they would have broken away from about

you. 227190

Some interpreters commented, “A harsh person is one
who has superficially ill-natured behavior. The harsh-
hearted person is one who misbehaves in private
matters.”

- Soorah Al-Tmran (3:119)
- Soorah Al-Tmran (3:159)
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Arrogance

’Abdullah b. Mas'ud narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘He who
has in his heart the weight of a mustard seed
of pride shall not enter Paradise.” A man
(amongst his audience) said, Verily a person
loves that his dress should be fine, and his
shoes should be fine.” He (the Prophet)
remarked, ‘Verily, Allah is Jameel and He
loves beauty. Pride is disdaining the truth
(out of self-conceit) and contempt for the
people.’”191

191 - Recorded by Muslim: 91, Abu Dawud: 4091 and At-Tirmidhi.
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Immorality:

Allah says,

P i e i s 77 G}.’/g’ | T Y/.- //'( /E - T e
- . K . 3y A {4 M)
C.L&J‘}A M\g&g /g):}f\o- M‘-;’;“‘ ,_}

“O wives of the Prophet! You are not like any
other women. If you keep your duty (to Allah),
then be not soft in speech, lest he in whose
heart is a disease (of hypocrisy, or evil desire

for adultery, etc.)” 192

Hypocrisy:

One of the major diseases of the heart, which is also
profoundly lethal, is hypocrisy. The hypocrites were

described as such in the Qur’an.

PREET AR R

- Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:32)
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and,

and,

and,

“In their hearts is a disease (of doubt and
hypocrisy) and Allah has increased their
disease”193

}); ~zd s 2
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When the hypocrites and those in whose
hearts was a disease (of disbelief) said: “These
people (Muslims) are deceived by their

religion.” 194

“And when the hypocrites and those in whose
hearts is a disease (of doubts) said, ‘Allah and
His Messenger (peace be upon him) promised

us nothing but delusions!’”’195

193 - Soorah Al-Bagarah (2:10)
194 - Soorah Al-Anfaal (8:49)
195 - Soorah Al-Ahzab {33:12)
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“If the hypocrites and those in whose hearts
is a disease (evil desire for adultery, etc.) and
those who spread false news among the
people in Al-Madinah cease not, We shall
certainly let you overpower them.”196

These diseases and others like them gradually
infiltrate the heart, with no opposition from the one
who is presumably guarding it. The heart of such a
person resembles the seeds of a tree that are sown and
watered, but some small harmful trees grew next to
the seeds and were not removed due to the
carelessness of the person who sowed them. These
small trees became so well rooted they prevented the
seeds from growing properly and strongly. The
stronger these trees grew, the weaker the seeds

became.

The heart of the believer is similar: if one does not
safeguard and purify it from the blemishes of evil

desires, its condition deteriorates, its diseases become

196 - Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:60)
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more grave, and eventually it becomes tarnished with

rust.

Abu Hurairah narrated,
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said, ‘Verily, when the slave (of Allah)
commits a sin, a black spot appears on his
heart. When he refrains from it, seeks
forgiveness and repents, his heard is polished
clean. But if he returns, it increases until it
covers his entire heart. And that is the ran
which Allah mentioned (in the verse): “Nay,
but on their hearts is the ran which they

used to earn.””’”197

197 - Recorded by Ahmad: 2/297, At-Tirmidhi: 3334, and Ibn
Majah: 4244. This hadith is At-Tirmidhi's wording.
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The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him ) said,
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“Temptations are presented to men's hearts as
a reed mat is woven stick by stick. Any heart
penetrated by them will have a black mark put
on it, but any heart which rejects them will
have a white mark put on it. The result is two
types of hearts: one white like a white stone
| that will not be harmed by any turmoil or
“ temptation, so long as the heavens and the
| earth endure; and the other black and dust-
colored like an upside-down vessel. It neither
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recognizes good nor rejects evil except what
matches its desires.”198

This hadith illustrates the eventual destination of the
weak heart: its death, as clear from the Prophet's

statement:

“It neither recognizes good nor rejects evil
except what matches its desires.”

This outcome is seen today, especially among those
who embrace the evils of democracy, such as the law
known as “honor among parties.” This code maintains
silence between parties about each other's faults.
Some of these parties are atheists and others are
innovators. They conduct meetings with each other,
make agreements and pacts, exchange praise, select

candidates, and more.

The Correlation Between Weakness Of The Heart
And Weakness Of The Limbs

198 - Recorded by Muslim on the authority of Hudhaifah: 386.
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It has been mentioned that weakness is of two types:
outward and inward. The correlation between them is
explained in this section. Outward weakness is the
natural progression of inward weakness, which

necessarily creates it.

Sheikh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah observed in his

discussion of iman in the heart,

“Since iman of the heart has outward signs,
these signs necessarily prove or disprove
possession of iman. Allah says,

z

Prs R At o 1 Az z
sy 331 500 AL D05 Gp a2

You (O Muhammad peace be upon him) will
not find anyone who believes in Allah and the
Last Day making friendship with those who
oppose Allah and His Messenger.’19°

and,

199 _ Soorah Al-Mujadilah (58:22)
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‘And had they believed in Allah, and in the
Prophet (Muhammad peace be upon him) and
in what has been revealed to him, never
would they have taken them (the

disbelievers) as auliya (protectors and
helpers),’200” 201

Al-’Allamah Ash-Shatiby said,

“The outward actions serve as a reflection of the
inner self. Therefore, if the outside is crooked,
the inside is judged the same; whereas if it's
straight, the inward is judged the same. This
rule is applicable in figh (jurisprudence) and all
theoretical and practical rulings, and applies to
a wide spectrum of the Shari’‘ah.” 202

Al-’Allamah ibn Rajab said,

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) provided a
comprehensive scale by which to measure the
righteousness or corruption of the human being.
The scale is the condition of the heart. If the
heart is pure, the intention is necessarily pure
as well as the limbs, which respond positively to

200 - Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:81)
201 - Al-Asfahaniyyah: 181.
202 - Al-Muafaqgat: 1/233.
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the obedience of Allah and avoidance of His
prohibitions and contentment with halal rather
than acceptance of haram.

“However, if the heart is impure, the intention is
necessarily impure, as well as the limbs, which
respond positively to the prohibitions of Allah
(Glory be to Him) and what displeases Him, and
are discontent with halal.” 203

Ibn Al-Mulagin said,

“Uprightness and corruption of the body is
subsequent to the heart's uprightness and
corruption respectively. The reason is the heart
triggers physical motion and psychological
desires. In short, the heart is the king while the
body and limbs are its subordinates, which
become upright when their king is upright and
corrupt whenever their king is corrupt.” 204

I say limbs affect the heart when it is negligent, weak,
ill, or captivated by the (evil desires of the) soul and
the devil. The author of Al-Futuhat Al-Wahbiyyah bi
Sharh Al-Arba'in An-Nawawiyyah said,

“The earlier hadith proves limbs corrupt the
heart although they're its subordinates, due to

203 - Fath Al-Bari: 1/229.
204 _Al-Ma'in fee Tafahhum Al-Arba‘in: 126-127.
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the intrinsic correlation between the outward
appearance and the inward self. Although the
heart is small in size, it is very significant and
thereby called ‘the greatest’.” 205

The Prophet (peace be upon him) proved the diseased
heart is impacted by the actions of the limbs when he

said,
Bys Byt sl sl o Z5adl Sy
N RS X SPICE SIS JOUE &

z

—\

HIAEE 1 S PR OR S

“Temptations are presented to men's hearts
like a reed mat is woven stick by stick. Any
heart impregnated by them will have a black
mark put on it, but any heart that rejects
them will have a white mark put on it.”206

A poet once recited:

“Every temptation starts off with eyesight

205 _Al-Futuhat Al-Wahbiyyah bi Sharh Al-Arba'in An-Nawawiyyah:
261.
206 -Recorded by Muslim: 144.
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“Exactly as fire is ignited by a spark.”

Therefore, the statement “Iman is in the heart only”
promoted by deviants when advised to rectify their
superficial appearance, is a fallacy and rebellion
against the truth. It could be that their hearts
recognize the truth but they are too arrogant to admit
it. The Muslim should fear Allah, be truthful, and

repent to Him.

Ten Obstacles Between The Heart Of The Weak
Believer And Allah

Rejection of truth arises from obstacles within the
heart. They are relative and are listed by ibn Al-

Qayyim as follows:

“The obstacles that stand between the heart and
Allah are ten:

1. “Denial of Allah's names and attributes: this
is the most serious because one who
embraces it loses the chance to know Allah
and never reaches Him.

2. “Polytheism: when the heart worships other
than Allah.
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3.

“Innovated creed: as found in the many and

diverse people of desires.

“Innovated methodology: as found in the
behaviorists who innovate in their method
and attitude.

“Hidden major sins: these include arrogance,
self-conceit, showing off, envy, false pride,

and so on.

“Apparent major sins: this is less harmful
than the previous one because those involved
in (the previous) are more diligent in worship,
asceticism, and persistence. However, those
with this sin are more likely to repent from
their apparent major sins than the others
whose hidden major sins have become deep-
seated. “These people openly practice these
major sins and promote them as knowledge
and acts of worship. Hence, those involved in
the apparent major sins are closer to recovery
than the others, and their hearts are better
than the others.
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7. “Minor sins.

8. “Over-indulgence in lawful matters.

9. “Negligence of the supreme reason for one’s
creation, their duties, gratitude, and worship
to Allah.

10.“Failure of the diligent and persistent to

embrace the sublime path.” 207

So beware, O Muslim brother and sister, of being
infected with these obstacles within your heart, as
they are fueled by negligence. Spare no effort in

healing your heart.

The Weakness Of Muslims Who Socialize With
Disbelievers

One of the fatal diseases Muslims suffer is

intermingling with disbelievers without observing the

legal rulings set to govern this intermingling. This

intermingling has two forms.

207 Madarij as-Salikin: 3/176-177.
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The first is socializing due to residence and
inhabitation in the land of the disbelievers. This is
emphatically forewarned against by the Prophet (peace

be upon him).

Jarir bin 'Abdullah narrated,
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said, ‘I am free from every Muslim that lives
among the idolaters. They should not see
each other's campfires.’”’208

Samurah ibn Jundub narrated,
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208 - Abu Dawud: 2645 and At-Tirmidhi: 1604. It has been graded
sahih by many a considerable number of scholars.
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said, ‘Anyone who associates with a
polytheist and lives with him is like him.’” 209

Mu'awiyah bin Haidah narrated,
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said, ‘Allah will not accept any good deed
from a polytheist who committed polytheism
after having become Muslim, until he leaves
the polytheists and joins the Muslims.’”210

The scholars' statements regarding this issue can be
summarized as: Whoever accepted Islam after disbelief
must emigrate to the Muslim land unless this person
is able to practice the religion freely among the
disbelievers. He is excused if he is powerless to

emigrate until he gains such to ability.

209 - Recorded by Abu Dawud: 2787 and it is graded sahih in As-
Sahihah: 2330.

210 - Recorded by Ahmad: 5/4, An-Nasa'i: 2568, and ibn Majah:
2633. This hadith is An-Nasa'i's wording and it is hasan.
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The second is socializing in workplaces, educational
institutions, and other platforms. This type leads to a
Muslim's obedience to and support of disbelievers if
the legal rulings pertaining to it are not observed. This
violates the important principle of allegiance to Allah,
His Messenger, His religion, and His loyal adherents,

and disavowal of the disbelievers.

Both types of socializing lead to excessive exposure to
disbelievers until the Muslim's religion becomes fragile
and the individual is no longer able to distinguish
between the Muslim and the disbeliever in outer or
inner appearance. Sheikh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah

remarked,

“The degree of disbelief in respect to the Jews
and Christians who socialize with Muslims is
lesser in comparison to members of the same
religions in other areas, whereas the belief of
Muslims who excessively socialize with Jews and

Christians is more fragile than that of others.”?1!

Socializing between Muslims and disbelievers has
become ordinary. There are various reasons for this;
however, elaborating on them is not appropriate for
this context. Weak Muslims today perceive disbelievers

211 - Igtida As-Siratul Al-Mustagim: 1/548.
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(e.g. Jews and Christians) as advanced and civilized, to
be followed as much as possible. These Muslims are
also ignorant of the deceit and conspiracy of their
enemy against them. Thus, they are trapped by
delusion and ignorance, confused. To Allah we belong

and to Allah we return.

The weakness of Muslim rulers and their subordinates
has empowered the enemy of Islam against them and
has locked them in dispute among themselves. The
Prophet (peace be upon him) foretold that the enemy
will overpower the Muslims and Muslims will be locked
in dispute among themselves, which is substantially

worse. ’Abdullah bin ‘Umar narrated,
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said, ‘O Muhajirun, there are five things with
which you will be tested, and I seek refuge
with Allah lest you live to see them.
Immorality, which never appears among a
people to such an extent that it is committed
openly except that plagues and diseases
unknown among their predecessors will
spread among them. Cheating in weights and
measures, which causes them to be stricken
with famine, severe calamity, and the
oppression of their rulers. Zakah of wealth is
not held back except that rain will be
withheld from the sky, and were it not for the
animals, no rain would fall on them. Breaking
the covenant with Allah and His Messenger

(does not occur) except that Allah will enable
<2 180-
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enemies to overpower and take some of what
is in (the Muslims’) hands. Unless the leaders
rule according to the Book of Allah and prefer
what Allah sent down, Allah will cause them
to fight one another.” 212

The prophecy foretold in this hadith has taken place
exactly as told by the Prophet (peace be upon him),
attesting to his Prophethood. Among the matters
witnessed by the entire world—including Muslims and
disbelievers among the jinn and humans—is that the
disbelievers have overpowered Muslims in all domains:
militarily, economically, and politically. They have
made Muslims suffer greatly and enslaved Muslims
into deplorable conditions. Yet what complicates the
situation further is that many Muslim rulers approved
political and religious parties, dealing a heavy blow to

the Muslims rulers and public.

These parties are more harmful than the enemy
conquerors because Muslims are capable of driving the
enemy out of their lands whenever they are united.
When disunited, this goal remains out of reach. These
parties are more likely to help and support the enemy
than Islam and Muslims. They are puppets

manipulated by the West to execute its crimes in the

212 - Recorded by ibn Majah: 4155 and Al-Bazzar in Kashf Al-
‘Astar: 2/268. This is ibn Majah's wording.
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lands of Islam. Their residences are dens of intrigue

against Muslims, schemed by the enemies of Islam.

Deviated parties and sects are the origin of the plague
of our day. The current deterioration of the Muslim
nation will never improve until Allah’s law is put in
practice and innovation and partisanship is stoutly
fought for the sake of Islamic brotherhood and
religious unity. Certainly, there is neither might nor
power except by Allah.

The Weakness And Deviance Of The Muslim
Leaders:

The Islamic nation is afflicted by the weakness of the
Muslim rulers. Some of them invite evil people,
including Jewish and Christian disbelievers, and
commission them to handle Muslim affairs. Woe unto
them from Allah the Al-Mighty. Allah says,

{9 39 0 o B0 LAY 0 60 e 3
“O you who believe! Take not as (your)

bitanah (advisors, consultants, etc.) those
outside your religion (pagans, Jews,
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Christians, and hypocrites) since they will
not fail to do their best to corrupt you.” 213

Jews, Christians, Magians, and like of them are

certainly not Muslims.

Ka'b bin Ujrah narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘Listen!
Have you heard that after me there will be
leaders whom whoever comes and condones
their lies, supports them in their oppression
is not from me and I am not from him, and
he shall not drink with me from the

hawd.’”214

This hadith is from the signs of Prophethood as it has

already taken place.

213 - Soorah Al-Imran (3:118)
214 - Recorded by At-Tirmidhi: 2259.
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The leaders' weakness is similar to that of the
innovators. It was mentioned earlier that the weakness
of innovators and partisans is the origin of the
believers' weakness: that of both leaders and
subordinates. The point here is to explain that the
weakness of the Muslim leaders corresponds to the

innovators' weakness and has the same origins.

Deviant leaders are followers of evil desires, doubtful
matters, and equivocal verses.215 They borrow habits
from the enemy of Islam, exercise excessive legal
concessions, and imitate tyrannical leaders. Such
behavior stems from ignorance. There are several
reasons the leaders’ weakness is in the same class as
the innovators’ and considered equal or more serious

in harm.

The knowledgeable individuals among innovators do
their best to recruit kings and leaders by throwing
them in the mist of doubtful matters in order to bring

them to their side, support their cause, and spread

215 - Translator's note: the word “equivocal” is used to describe
those verses whose intended meaning is not crystal clear and
definite. Scholars advised that those verses are to be dealt with in
the light of other crystal clear verses, because if one were to abide
by those equivocal verses without following the above instruction,
one will be misled. ‘
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and defend their call. Whenever these leaders accede
to their call, they manipulate them.

Consider the situation in Iran where Shi’a scholars
run the country and the Ottoman Empire where Sufi
scholars reigned. Those scholars spoiled the religion of

both the country’s leaders and subjects.

Other scholars of innovation and partisanship pursue
wealth and status. They approach leaders to gain their
confidence, issue false legal rulings, remain silent
about their oppression and transgression, and oppose
them only in trivial matters that don't stir their rulers'
anger against them. Leaders have become corrupt
because of those who claim to be scholars.

The corruption of leaders mostly centers on acquisition
of the worldly life, as in making illegal money and
spending it inappropriately. The corruption of
innovators is disguised under the name of Islam in
issues of creed, worship, and so on. Therefore, the
harm of the innovators and partisans is more serious
and prevailing than that of leaders in respect to
religion, while the corruption of the leaders is more
harmful and prevailing in respect to the worldly life. In
short, the weakness of innovators gives rise to
religious turmoil, whereas the weakness of leaders

gives rise to worldly turmoil.
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Innovators and partisans either rebel against Muslim
rulers or provoke them to fight their opposing sects,
parties, and people of the Sunnah. They turn a blind
eye to the terrible damage the ruler may inflict on the
community and the country. Rebellion against the
Muslim ruler or the ruler's resignation at their request
are detrimental to both the religion and worldly life.
Furthermore, doing nothing is a passive participation
in the rulers’ detrimental actions against the religion
and worldly life.

In conclusion, the reader should now understand that
the harm brought about by promoters of falsehood is
much more serious than that brought about by the
leaders—but this is true when leaders themselves are
resistant to the innovators’ methodology. If they adopt
the innovators’ methodology, as have the leaders of
Shi’a and Sufis, they will enforce their policies and
seek the assistance of deviants and their followers.
Moreover, they will use wealth and status to spread
falsehood, according to the education the leaders

received from their innovating supporters.

Many scholars have stated, “The good actions of the
Sultan are extremely beneficial whilst his sins are
terribly disastrous.” People behave as their rulers

behave. If the ruler publically commits a sin, people
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will replicate that sin, unlike a regular person’s sin,
which has much less impact on others. So beware of

underestimating the evil of the rulers.

Weak Rulers Oppress Weak Individuals, Not

Powerful Ones

The weakness of a ruler’s iman appears when he
exacts harsh punishments on the subdued weak
individuals and neglects exacting them on those of
high status, wealth, and tribally supreme individuals.
Aisha narrated,

P - B AP P P T YR <
cg.,._la_hJ— j%JJm\Ju—w\d)J,¢u

s '"\V_i.t...au_» Lo g ol i vy das

~

s i A . s _ 2 5, @ . . < 8 2
Cin B0 550 18] 5 coyS55 Ca i G5n 3] 1,008

FERAE B R T AP RGN U P RSP

P
P

~

(( A I P S “ 1 ° L. . s - 8 - °
(I - - “ .
J._:*J_o_?r—ﬁ cg.,._BJ_.» .J.M p__i

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) got up and
addressed the people, saying, ‘O people! The
nations before you went astray because when
a noble person stole, they left him alone, but
if a weak person among them stole, they
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exacted legal punishment on him. By Allah, if
Fatima, the daughter of Muhammad
committed theft, Muhammad would cut off
her hand!’”216

An-Nawawi explained this hadith as follows,

“Scholars have unanimously agreed on the
prohibition of intercession (to suspend) legal
Islamic punishment due to such hadiths. But it
is allowed if the ruler is unaware of it, provided
that the person interceded for is not an evil and
harmful individual. As for lesser sins (i.e. that
require rebuke without capital consequences),
intercession is permissible whether escalated to
the ruler or not because they are less

intense.”217
Al-Qurtubi commented,

“If a weak person among them stole, they
exacted legal punishment on him. This
suggests a threat against abandoning legal
Islamic punishments and against distinguishing
between the base and the noble, the strong and

216 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 6788 and Muslim: 1688. This
hadith is Al-Bukhari's wording.
217 - Sharh An-Nawawi on Sahih Muslim: 11/155.
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the weak. There is no difference among scholars

regarding this issue.” 218
Al-Hafiz noted,

“This hadith orders impartiality in the execution
of punishments even if the perpetrator is a son,
relative, or noble person. Significantly,
reprimand and rebuke are a square procedure
for who tolerates its negligence or intercedes to

suspend it.” 219

Unfortunately, many of our rulers today have
embraced democracy and no longer carry out legal
Islamic punishments at all. Some of them believe these
punishments are savage, while others consider them a
violation to their democratic laws. Due to the
abandonment of these legal Islamic punishments, laws
have become lax, insecurity and instability are
growing, and corruption is prevailing and spoiling

every virtue.

Many Muslim Rulers Are Enemy-Made

One Jewish scheme mentioned in their protocols is the
creation of puppet leaders for the Muslims. The tenth

protocol states,

218 - Al-Mufahim: 5/79.
135- Al-Fath: 12/117.
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And,

“Then it was that the era of republics became a
possibility realized, and then it was that we
replaced the ruler with a caricature of a
government: with a president taken from the
mob, from the midst of our puppets or slaves.
This was the foundation of the mine we have laid
under the gentile people—or rather, peoples. To
produce this result, we shall arrange elections in
favor of such presidents as have in their past
some dark, undiscovered stain—some ‘Panama’
or other. Then they will be trustworthy agents
for the accomplishment of our plans for fear of
the revelations and from the natural desire of
everyone who has attained power.” 220

“For this right will be given by us to the
responsible president, a puppet in our hands.
Naturally, the authority of the president will
then become a target for every possible form of
attack, but we shall provide him with a means of
self-defense in the right of an appeal to the
people for the decision of the people over the
heads of their representatives—that is to say, an

220 - The Protocols Of The Learned Elders Of Zion: Protocol
1n0.10:138 in the Arabic translation.
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appeal to that blind slave of ours, the majority of

the mob.” 221
And in the ninth protocol,

“We have our hands in the administration of the
law, the conduct of elections, the press, and

liberty of the person.” 222

These enemies and their allies among the Christians
have managed to stamp a great number of Muslim
leaders and commanders with their brand. This is no
longer a secret because many kings and leaders of the
Muslims dispatch their children to be educated by
disbelievers: Jews, Christians, and orientalists. This
disastrous form of education has not been restricted to
the Muslim land, but evolved to become their primary
mode of education (i.e. learning at the lands of

disbelievers).

This process of education requires its students to
remain in the land of disbelievers, which fulfills the
disbelievers’ dream. They are now able to instill
whatever they wish in the minds of those students,
who are impressionable and implement what they are
taught verbally and practically.

221 - The Protocols Of The Learned Elders Of Zion: Protocol no.10:

139.
222 - The Protocols Of The Learned Elders Of Zion: Protocol no 9:

133.
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Most significantly, what they are taught is the
abandonment of Islam, because they are made to
believe Islam fosters narrow-mindedness, old-
fashioned customs, and (beliefs from the) Dark Ages—
and must therefore be rejected as much as churches
in the East and the West. They are taught to fight
Islam when they assume power and authority in their
Islamic lands. They fulfill the promise they made to the
disbelieving West to completely separate Islam from
politics and resist anyone who defends Islam and the
truth.

Abul-Hassan An-Nadawi said,

“Leaders and rulers of the Muslim countries are
entirely the production of Western education
and the fruit of its civilization. Those who had
not had the opportunity to receive education in a
European country and grew up in this
environment (i.e. Muslim countries) learned in
European-based educational centers under the
supervision of its seniors. Some of them
graduated from the military academy where the
Western education and lifestyle is well
established. This is the secret of why the Islamic

102



THE WEAK BELIEVER

world today is swinging between two opposing
ideologies in eternally combat.” 223

Al-Maydani said,

“These enemy-made leaders speak on behalf of
their countries, not on behalf of the invaders
after they assume power in their respective
countries. They represent their own public, not
that of the invaders, and they represent their
own descendants and tribes who live in these
(Islamic) countries and they are traditionally
Muslims. Islam, however, is intolerant of
superficial allegiance beyond childhood. Islam
recognizes only voluntary, undiluted allegiance.
These leaders harm their own countries and
their own public more seriously than the
invaders could possibly have done had they

occupied it.

“These leaders jeopardize (the safety) of their
countries under slogans of reformation and
gradually execute the schemes of the enemy of
Islam with either deception or the use of brutal
force. A huge number of people follow them out
of ignorance, stupidity, blind following, seeking
worldly benefit, or a desire to disengage from

223 _ The Conflict Between Islamic Ideology And Western Ideology:

182.
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religious and moral obligations. Those people are
publically or secretly supported by an
international power hostile to Islam and
Muslims, along with anyone who shares their

social and political discourse.” 224

Mustafa Kamal Ataturk was an ideal example of the
Muslim leaders described above. Ataturk received
education from Jewish schools and was raised among
them. The Jews groomed him to carry out their wishes.
They eliminated, through him, the Ottoman Caliphate
in 1924 C.E., and Ataturk committed consecutive
crimes thereafter. The author of Secular Extremism
Against The Veil listed the crimes of Ataturk.

“His first steps of treason included declaring the
elimination of the Ottoman Caliphate in the
third of March 1924 C.E. He abolished the
ministry of Endowments and affiliated it with the
ministry of Education in the same year. He
created a new constitution and removed the
article maintaining Turkey was an Islamic
country. He changed the holiday from Friday to
Saturday and Sunday. He also banned the

224 - Ghazw fis-Samim:70.
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celebration of both Muslim feasts, Al-Adh-haa
and Al-Fitr.

“Furthermore, he banned travelling to perform
pilgrimage, ordered the Adhan (call for prayer)
made in Turkish, abolished the Arabic letters
and ordered the Turkish language be written in
Latin letters to completely dismantle the
forthcoming generation from its Islamic heritage.
He adopted the Gregorian calendar as the official
calendar of the state, banned the fez, and forced
Muslims to wear hats instead in imitation of the

Europeans.

“He suspended the activities of the Islamic
department assigned with developing and
improving Islamic disciplines. He abolished the
religious courts, and suspended the application
of the Islamic laws and replaced them with
European ones.

“He further closed the schools of Qur’an and
small masjids, considering them places that
hindered progress. He transformed the two
largest Masjids—Aya Sofia and Al-Fatih—to
museums. His government devoted its attention
to the recreating the Western brand. This

government encouraged arts, sculpture, dance,
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and music. It created huge sculptures of Ataturk
in the squares of major cities.

“Ataturk headed the call of Turkish nationalism
and restored ancient Turkish paganistic dogmas.
He strived to change school curricula and
rewrite history to wipe out the Islamic history of
Turkey, glorifying Turkish national history
instead. He eliminated any possible opposition,
tortured Muslims savagely, and executed
hundreds of scholars.” 225

Ataturk exposed Muslims to damage they never
experienced from the enemies of Islam in history, even
during the periods when they conquered the Muslims.
Secular Muslim leaders today openly or secretly follow
the example of Ataturk.

The aforementioned clearly illustrates how our enemy
deeply penetrated our lines through our fellow men.
Neither religion nor the worldly life flourishes under
them; religion perishes and the worldly life
immediately follows. Muslim countries are in crises

because of their leaders.

225 - The Secular Extremism Against The Veil: 20-21.
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Judging those leaders is a legal issue left to highly
qualified scholars. This book is not designated to
discuss this issue but to shed light on some of their
ideological structure so perhaps they might become
more careful, repent to Allah, and hold fast to His
religion. As for the issue of whether to judge those who
govern with laws other than the ones prescribed by
Allah as disbelievers, I have detailed this in my book
Al-Kashf Al-Mubin 'An Asnaf Al-Mubadleen.

The Weakness Of Arabs And Its Harm To Muslims:

I shall start by defining the Arabs and providing some
guidelines  before  highlighting the associated

weakness.
Sheikh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah said,

“Arab is a name given to a set of people with
three characteristics: Arabic language, Arabic
birth, and residence in the land of Arabs—
namely, the Arabian Peninsula, which stretches
from the Red Sea to the Basra Sea and from its
farthest point in Yemen to the borders of Ash-
Sham. Yemen was included in the Arabian
Peninsula, while Ash-Sham was not, although
Arabs resided there before and after Islam. After
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the spread of Islam, they dispersed throughout
the farthest East to the farthest West and to the
shores of Armenia, which was the land of the

Persians, Byzantines, and barbarians...” 226
Ibn 'Ashur said,

“Arabs are the callers to the Islamic Shari’ah for
the entire world including themselves. Allah has
chosen them to bear this trust because, at the
time of the message, they were distinguished
with a combination of four qualities that are not
found in any nation together: excellence of
intellect, powerful memories, expanded

civilization, and seclusion from the rest of the

world.” 227

Arabs became weak in maintaining Islam except those
upon whom Allah bestowed mercy. Their weakness
increased in the fourteenth century A.H., and their
current condition precisely matches the Prophet's
(peace be wupon him) statement regarding this

weakness:

Zainab bint Jahsh narrated,

226 - Jgtidaa As-Sirat Al-Mustageem: 1/454.
227 - Magqasid Ash-Shari’ah Al-Islamiyyah: 93; quoted from Khasa's
Jazirat Al-'Arab: 61.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) awoke from
sleep with a flushed face and said, ‘None has
the right to be worshipped but Allah. Woe to
the Arabs, from the great evil that is close to
approaching them. Today a gap has been
made in the wall of Gog and Magog like this.’
It was asked, ‘Shall we be destroyed though
there are righteous people among us?’ The
Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘Yes, if evil
increased.’”228

’Abdullah ibn 'Umar narrated,
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- Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 7059 and Muslim: 2880.
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“I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) say, ‘When you enter into ‘inah [kind of
interest], follow the tails of cows, are pleased
with agriculture, and abandon jihad, Allah
will disgrace you, and will not withdraw it
until you return to your original religion.’”229

The major constituent of the Arabs’ failure is ignorance
of Islam, which is the one thing that brings them
might, happiness, glory, and leadership.

Another factor is their ignorance of the enemy's
danger, which resulted in taking the enemy of Islam as
ideal examples and leaders to follow; they even
adapted their lifestyle to promote Arabian nationalism
rather than Arabian and Islamic unity. This is besides
their lack of confidence that an Islamic society cannot

keep up with a civilized (Western) society.

229 - Recorded by Abu Dawud, Al-Baihaqi in Al-Kubra, At-Tabarani
in Al-Kabir and Musnad Ash-Shamiyin, Ahmad, Abu Ya'la, and
others.
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Thus, a great number of Arabs have managed to
imitate the Jews exactly, which led to the Arabs' defeat
and dissolution just like salt in water. They now
resemble a herd of sheep guarded by wolves. Their
power, glory, courage, and chastity have become
weakness, humiliation, cowardliness, and immorality
except for those whom Allah saved. In this deteriorated

state, they have become the world's laughingstock.

The most appalling issue is that Arabs remain in this
state of unconsciousness and unawareness of
surrounding dangers, accepting every rumor and
submitting to every authority. O Arabs, know that
every horse stumbles, that Allah scatters fortune
among mankind, and that a blow that doesn't kill a
person strengthens him. Consider your contemporary
state temporary—a mistake you neither accept nor
maintain. The Arabs must adopt the same (principles)
with which the early Arabs who spread Islam
dominated and led the world and freed humanity.

The Arabs are crowned with an abundance of recorded
virtues, as is the Arabian Peninsula where they reside.
Al-Qadi 'Iyadh said regarding the Arabian Peninsula,

“The place that was cultivated by revelation and
Qur’an and frequently visited by (angels) of the
status of Jibril and Mika’il; its courtyard
reverberates with glorification of Allah and its
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soil is blessed with the corpus of the best of
mankind. It was the birthplace of the spread of
the Islamic religion. It has witnessed virtues,
miracles, religious rites, and the life of the
Prophet (peace be wupon him). It was the
residence of the seal of prophets, the place
where he received Prophethood, and the first
land touched by the Prophet's skin. Therefore, it

is worthy of its sacredness.” 230
Abul-Hassan An-Nadawi said 231,

“The Arabian Peninsula's role in the Islamic
world is identical to the role of the heart in the
human body. It sustains the body and
strengthens it when healthy and operating
properly, but if diseases dominate and death
becomes so imminent that skillful doctors are
unable to bring life back to it, weakness strikes
it and no longer operates properly. The reason is
that the Arabian Peninsula is where revelation
descended. (It holds) the spark of Islam, the
source of the Islamic Dawah, the eternal center

230 - Ash-Shifa: 2/622-623.
231 - An-Nadawi (rahimahullah) authored books mixed with good
and bad including Sufi inclinations and others. In order to get the
full picture of this matter, refer to the book authored by
Salah Ad-Din Magbul, Abul-Hasan An-Nadawi wal-Wajh Al-Akhar
min Kitabatih. It is important.

22024



THE WEAK BELIEVER

of Islam, and is its everlasting capital. It is the
perfect spot, the authentic measurement of
Islamic life and its international teachings,
sustainability, and implementation. The Islamic
message, despite its universality, must have a
center that scales its reality and acts as an
example and ideal for the rest of the countries
and communities who believe in this message
and embrace this creed.”

Al-’Allamah Bakr ibn ’Abdullah Abu Zaid summarized,

“The Arabian Peninsula is the source of Islamic
illumination. The glorified Ka’bah, the Prophet’s
Masjid, and the purified raudah are located in

the Arabian Peninsula.

“It is the most perfect station for being a center
of religious policy due to its location amid the far
east of Asia and the far west of Africa.

“It has the lowest rate of mixed nationalities,

religious orientations, and trends.

“The Arabian Peninsula is the best land as home
for free individuals; it is disregarded by greedy
rivals (in terms of occupation) due to its natural

poverty.

“It is the farthest place from neighboring

foreigners.
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“The Arabs therein are the founders of the
Islamic wuniversity due to their remarkable
religious attitude.

“The Arabian inhabitants of the Peninsula are

naturally religious.

“The Arabian inhabitants of the Peninsula are
the most knowledgeable in relation to the
principles of the religion since they are deeply
rooted in it and there are many hadiths that
attest to their firmness in religion.

“The Arabian inhabitants of the Peninsula are
the most jealous of preserving, supporting, and
taking pride in Islam. The Sunnah continues to
exist among them in Al-Hijaz, Yemen, Oman,
Hadramawt, Iraq, and Africa.

“The Arabian inhabitants of the Peninsula still
embrace the pure and Salafi religion free from
extremism and confusion. They enjoy a growing
sense of zealotry with the most dignified spirits

due to their inherent Bedouin nature.

“Their princes enjoy the prestige of fathers,
mothers, and wives, and such prestige has never

been lost.
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“They have the earliest disciplined civilization;
their enriched language and their sublime

wisdom and literature attest to this virtue.

“They are the best qualified to bear the strain of
hard life in order to achieve their purposes
compared to other Muslims. They can endure
estrangement because they are remote from

hindering luxury.

“They are the most conservative in respect to
retaining their identity and customs, they do
socialize with people without becoming

corrupted.

“They have eagerness for freedom,

independence, and resistance of injustice.

“Arabs, in general, have the richest language in
terms of knowledge and it is proofed against
death by virtue of its association with the ever-

glorious Qur’an.

“The Arabic language is the common language
among Muslims whose number is 300 Million.232

“The Arabic language is the mother tongue of a

hundred million Muslims and non-Muslims.

232 . Sheikh Bakr commented on the footnote that their number
has multiplied now and it is.
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“The Arab nation is the first to advocate equal
rights and convergent social classes.

“Arabs are the earliest of all nations to promote

principles of consultation in public affairs.
“They hold the best lifestyle principles.

“They honor covenants and humanely respect
commitments; they generously display good

manners and unlimited kindness.

“Arabs perfectly fit in religious authority and
leadership for Muslims, as people followed their
guidance at the outset and will indisputably
continue to follow them.” 233

How great is reverting to the truth, desiring it,
implementing it, defending it, and having pride in
adopting it; verily, the truth is worthy and entitled to
be followed.

Sheikh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah said,

“The Dbelief of Ahlus-Sunnah wal-Jama'ah
maintains that the Arabian ethnicity is
inherently  superior to all non-Arabian
ethnicities, the Quraish is the most superior

233 - Khasa's Jazirat Al-'Arab: 63-66.
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tribe among the Arabs, Bani Hashim is the best
within Quraish, and the Prophet (peace be upon
him) is the best human being in respect to his
personality and his lineage. The superiority of
the Arabs, Quraish, and Bani Hashim
respectively is not just because the Prophet
(peace be upon him) is from their offspring,
although it contributes to this overall, but
because they themselves are inherently superior.
Thus, it's proven that the Prophet (peace be
upon him) is the best in respect to his

personality and lineage.” 234

The Destructiveness Of The Weakness Of One Who
Openly Sins And Innovates

The believer who publically discloses his sins has a
significant weakness of iman and his soul is quite evil,
since he dares to commit prohibitions without

modesty. Abu Huraira narrated,

234 - Jqtida As-Sirat Al-Mustagim: 1/219/240.
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“Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said,
‘All the sins of my followers will be forgiven
except those of the mujahhirin (those who
commit a sin openly or disclose their sins to
the people). An example of such disclosure is
that a person commits a sin at night and
Allah covers it from the public, but he comes
in the morning, and says, “O so-and-so, I did
such-and-such (evil) deed yesterday.” He
spent his night screened by his Lord (none
knowing about his sin) and in the morning he

removed Allah's screen from himself.’” 235
Ibn Battal commented,

“Disclosing one’s sins is a form of depreciation of
the right of Allah, His Messenger, and the
righteous believers. Besides, it reflects a
stubborn attitude. Hiding one’s sins deflects
such depreciation. Sins humiliate their doers
and incur legal punishment if required and
censure if not. If sins violate Allah’s right, Allah

235 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 6069 and Muslim: 2990.
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is the most generous (in forgiveness) and His
mercy overtakes His anger. For this reason, if
Allah screens one's sins in the worldly life, Allah
does not expose him in the hereafter. This is
radically different for one who discloses himself

and excludes himself from these advantages.” 236
An-Nawawi said,

“The aforementioned individuals are those who
reveal their sins openly and remove Allah's cover
over them, and speak out about their sins

without need.” 237
Al-Mirdawi said,

“A group of our colleagues maintain that if a
dead person is famous for innovation, lack of
religious commitment, sinning, and so on, there
is no harm in disclosing his evil and burying his

good deeds so people avoid his methodology.” 238
Al-Qurtubi commented on the hadith,

“As for one who commits sins with absolute
indifference and has not ceased after being
admonished, he must be brought before the

236 - Check Fath Al-Bari by ibn Hajar: 10/598-599.
237 - Sharh Muslim: 18/93. '
238 - Check Al-Insaf: 2/506.
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ruler to be humiliated and exposed before the

public as an example for others.” 239
Sheikh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah said,

“Public criticism of one who openly discloses his
sins is a must and this criticism is not deemed
backbiting. He is to be publically punished with
any means of deterring him, such as
abandonment and so forth.” 240

Al-’Allamah ibn Al-Qayyim said,

“Persistence in sin is another sin in its own
right. In addition, reluctance to discourage an
excessive sinner is a form of contentment with
the sins that person commits, which is a sign of

ruin.” 241

Weakness Is Self-Destructive When The
Prohibitions Of Allah Are Violated In Private

Thawban narrated,

239 _ Al-Mufham: 6/558.
240 - Majmu' Al-Fatawa: 28/217-218.
241 _ Tahdhib Madarij As-Salikin by Al-Tzzi: 123.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
‘Indeed I know of people of my nation who will
come on the Day of Resurrection with good
deeds like the mountains of Tihamah, but
Allah will make them like scattered dust.’
Thawban said, ‘O Messenger of Allah, describe
them to us and tell us more, so that we will
not become of them unknowingly.” He said,
‘They are your brothers and from your race,
worshipping at night as you do, but they will
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be people who, when they are alone, transgress
the sacred limits of Allah.’”242

Woe to the one who stands against Allah in private,
committing major and detestable sins! The sin of this
type of person is magnified because he does not fear,
observe, or worry about Allah's anger and punishment.
Whoever meets this description sins with absolute
carelessness. It is known by anyone familiar with the
affairs of Muslims today that such people scheme and
plot against Muslims while claiming to advocate Islam.
This is a definite form of hypocrisy.

Even worse, these people have become puppets the
enemies play with and manipulate after fulfilling their
(worldly) desires and funding them with dollars and
euros. Is it any wonder then that atheism and sheer
immorality has been spread and advocated in the
lands of Islam with the assistance of these traitors,
immoral and disbelieving atheists, besides the
assistance of the innovators and partisans? May Allah

save us from their schemes.

242 . Recorded by ibn Majah: 4386. It is classified as hasan.
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Trials Reveal The Latent Weakness Of The Believer

Trials remain until they have taken their share from

the believers. They may destroy some of them, shake

others, and weaken others on their journey to Allah

and adherence to His religion. Trials are cruelly

devastating for those who accede and embrace them.
Allah referred to them,

and,
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“And among mankind is he who worships
Allah as it were, upon the edge (i.e. in doubt).
If good befalls him, he is content therewith,
but if a trial befalls him, he turns back on his
face (i.e. reverts back to disbelief after
embracing Islam). He loses both this world
and the Hereafter. That is the evident

loss.”243

243 Soorah Al-Hajj (22:11)

213



CHAPTER 2: A BELIEVER'S WEAKNESS: ITS
TYPES, ROOTS, FACTORS, AND
CONSEQUENCES

“Of mankind are some who say: “We believe
in Allah,” but if they are made to suffer for
the sake of Allah, they consider the trial of
mankind as Alldh's punishment.” 244

’Abdullah ibn ’Amr ibn Al-'As narrated,
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244 Soorah Al-Ankabut (29:10)
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘How
will you be when that time comes?’ Or he
said, ‘A time will soon come when the people
are sifted and only the dregs of mankind
survive. Their covenants and guarantees are
deficient and they fight among themselves
and become thus.’ And he intertwined his
fingers. They asked, ‘What do you order us to do,
Messenger of Allah?’ He replied, ‘Accept what
you approve, abandon what you disapprove,
attend to your own affairs, and leave alone
the affairs of the public.’”245

Kurz ibn Algamah narrated,
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- Recorded by Abu Dawud: 4344.
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“A bedouin asked the Prophet (peace be upon
him), Is there an end to Islam?’ The Prophet
answered, ‘Yes, whenever Allah (Glory be to
Him) wishes good for an Arab or non-Arab
family, He guides them to embrace Islam.’ He
asked, ‘Then what Messenger of Allah?’ The
Prophet responded, ‘Then trials will come like
the overwhelming clouds.” The bedouin said,
‘Really, Messenger of Allah!” The Prophet said,
‘Surely, by Him in whose hand my soul is!
You will be therein striking each other's
necks like deadly snakes.’”’246

Abu Hurairah narrated that the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) stated,

246 - Recorded by Ahmad: 16338.
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“Be prompt in doing good deeds (before you
are overtaken) by turbulence like a piece of
the dark night. During (that stormy period) a
man will be a Muslim in the morning and an
unbeliever in the evenihg or a believer in the
evening and an unbeliever in the morning,
and will sell his iman for worldly goods.”247

The evidences for this topic are plenty; however, what I
mentioned is sufficient. So reflect, brothers and
sisters, on the lessons taken from these verses and
hadiths addressing the ordeals brought about by
turmoil. Believers will not survive unless they
remember Allah in times of fortune, resort to Allah in
times of affliction, consult the scholars, follow their
instructions and advice and combat turmoil with their
wealth and their own selves if necessary to save their
religion. Trials will (actually) increase the iman and
piety of whoever does these, as proved by many
authentic hadiths.

247 - Recorded by Muslim: (118), and Ahmad: 2:304.
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After citing the hadith describing Ad-Dajjal with the
word “disbeliever” written between his eyes, legible to
the literate and illiterate believers, Sheikh Al-Islam Ibn
Taymiyyah commented,

“This hadith proves the believer is blessed with
special vision not granted to others, particularly
in times of turmoil. The affairs of the liars and
fabricators are obvious to the believer, including
Ad-Dajjal, the most tenacious liar. Although he
is equipped with supernatural powers to delude
the observer, Allah exposes him to the believer
who rejects these powers. The more firm the
iman of the believer is, the more insight and
power he will have to discover and distinguish
the truth. The case is the opposite for one who is
uncommitted. The two are like a brightly lit

lantern versus a dim one in a dark house.” 248

The Mental Structure Of The Believer Engaged In
Fighting And Bloodshed

The turmoil of murder and dispute among Muslims
over kingship and other worldly vanities will increase
by the end of time. A man will kill his blood brother,

248 - Majmu' Al-Fatawa: 20/ 45.
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uncle, relative, and people of truth who don't join him
in his pursuit. The reason lies in the dominance of
lusts and doubtful matters, and leadership given to
ignorant and foolish people. The following hadith
proves this issue. Abu Musa Al-Ash'ari narrated,
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“The Prophet peace be upon him said, ‘Before
the Hour comes there will be harj.’ I said, ‘O
Messenger of Allah peace be upon him, what is
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harj? He said, ‘Killing.” Some Muslims said, ‘O
Messenger of Allah, now we kill such and such a
number of idolaters in one year.” The Messenger
of Allah (peace be upon him) said, ‘That is not
like killing the idolaters; rather you will kill
one another.” (Some of them said, Will this
happen while the book of Allah is with us?’ the
Prophet replied, ‘Yes.’)249 Some of the people
said: ‘O Messenger of Allah, will we be in our
right minds that day?’ The Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him) said, ‘No. Reason will be
taken away from most people at that time,
and there will be left the insignificant people
who have no reason. They will believe they
stand on firm ground, but it is only a figment
of their imaginations.’”250

It has been authentically narrated from the authority
of Abu Hurairah,
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249 - This portion is recorded by ibn Abi Shaibah.
250 . Recorded by Ahmad: 4/392, ibn Majah: 3959, and ibn
Hibban: 6710. This is Ahmad's wording.
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“The Prophet peace be upon him said, ‘The last
Hour will not come until there is much harj.’
They asked, ‘What is harj? He replied,
‘Bloodshed! Bloodshed until a man kills his
neighbor, cousin, and father.”” He (Abu
Hurairah) said, “We witnessed one who killed his
father at the time of al-'azarigah (one of the

rebellions of the Khawarij).” 251

Abu Hurairah narrated,
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“The Prophet peace be upon him said, ‘The
world will not end until a day come when the

- Recorded by Abu Ya'la: 7234.
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murderer will not know why he murdered and
the slain will not know why he was slain.’ It
was asked, ‘Why will this happen?’ To which he
replied, ‘Because of general massacre and
bloodshed, and both the killer and the killed
will be in the Fire.’” 252

Our sheikh Al-’Allamah Al-Wadi'i commented on this
hadith, “This hadith best describes our time and its
overwhelming turmoil and the murder of the callers to
Allah at the hands of oppressors.” 253

I say, pharaonic and partisan behavior has been
secretly brought into the Muslim lifestyle in our
present time. Muslims have been split into many
political parties. By definition of politics, they pursue
leadership. One of plots of the West is to gain full
control over the rulership in Muslim countries,
empowering anyone without a sense of brotherhood in
tman and adherence to the Shari’ah—anyone engulfed
in the partisan devil’s union and abhorrent democracy.

Those parties constantly pant for this mirage, willing
to cooperate even with Shaitan for leadership. They
butt heads so that the strong annihilates the weak. A

252 - Recorded by Muslim: 7488.
253 = As-Sahih Al-Musnad min Dala'il An-Nubuwwah: 459.
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man may kill his father, brother, and/or his son in

support of his own party.

They form coalitions to subvert existing governments
or plunge themselves amid the greatest enemies of the
Muslims nowadays (i.e. the disbelieving West) in order
to receive funds from them. This although it is well
known that the Western countries only offer services
on their own conditions, expecting complete
acceptance, so that they can steer towards their

agenda.

There is no mystery in the turmoil the Western
countries wish to incite in those political parties and
their respective Muslim countries. Political parties of
this type only bring misfortune upon themselves and
Muslims in general. So do not support, finance, or
promote the methodology of these parties or accept it
from others. A Muslim who joins them has been misled
and deceived, and indeed Allah is the only one who
guides to the path of success.

Weakness In Iman Leads To Bankruptcy

Bankruptcy in the hereafter is among the inevitable
consequences of weakness in iman, as proved by
several hadiths.

Abu Hurairah narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘Do you
know who the true bankrupt one is?’ They
(the companions of the Prophet) said, ‘The
bankrupt amongst us is the one who has neither
money nor property.” The Prophet (peace be
upon him) said, ‘The bankrupt of my nation is
he who comes on the Day of Resurrection
with prayers, fasting, and Zakat, but he
cursed others, slandered others, stole wealth
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from others, shed the blood of others, and
beat others. His virtues will be credited to
the account of those (who suffered at his
hands). And if his good deeds fall short of
clearing their account, the sins (of the those
who suffered at his hands) will be entered in
(his account) and he would be thrown in the
Hell-Fire.’” 254

Al-Qadi 'Iyadh noted on his explanation of this hadith,

“The Prophet informed them that the ultimate
station of the bankrupt is complete destruction,
like that of the individual with good deeds on his
record yet he owes people. They take his good
deeds as (if he is) a debtor paying back his
creditors. When his good deeds are wholly
consumed, their sins will be piled on his account
and he will enter the Hell-fire, marking his final
destruction and eternal bankruptcy. He has
given up, by then, any ray of hope of being
saved. He recovers this only after Allah's favor of
removing the sinners from Hell-fire to the
Paradise. We seek refuge in Allah from

254 - Recorded by Muslim: 6744.
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bankruptcy in this worldly life or in the
hereafter.” 255

Sheikh ibn Uthaymin commented on this hadith,

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) has spoken
the truth. The individual described is the real
bankrupt. Financial bankruptcy in this worldly
life is in constant flux. One may be poor, but
later become rich, and vice-versa. The essence of
bankruptcy lies in losing the good deeds one
strived to earn. One’s good deeds are withdrawn
while one watches. This hadith is a warning
against transgression. One must give people
their due rights during one’s lifetime to ensure
retribution in the worldly life, because there will
be no dirham or dinar in the hereafter to save
one. One will have only one’s good deeds.” 256

In short, one who seeks salvation on the Day when the
followers of falsehood will lose, liars will perish, and
oppressors will be cursed, must save oneself from the
agonies of this distressful Day. This safety is ensured
when people are given their due rights, since

oppression will be overwhelming darkness on the Day

255 - Al-Tkmal: 8/50.
256 - Sharh Riyadh as-Salihin: 2/529.
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of Judgment before good deeds are taken or other’s

sins are piled onto one’s record.

Abu Hurairah narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘The
claimants will get their claims on the Day of
Resurrection so much so that the hornless
sheep will get its claim from the horned

sheep.’” 257

Allah’s Oath To Distinguish The Strong Believer
From The Weak One

Allah says,
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257 - Recorded by Muslim: 6745.
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“Allah will not leave the believers in the state
in which you are now, until He distinguishes
the wicked from the good.” 258

Al-Hafiz Ibn Kathir commented on this verse,

"There is a wisdom behind turmoil, and that is to
examine the true, patient believer and expose
the enemy and the hypocrite. The trial referred
to by this verse is the battle of Uhud, when Allah
tested the believers. This test brought forth their
iman, patience, resilience, and obedience to
Allah and His Messenger (peace be upon him). In
contrast, it exposed the hypocrites' bold claim,
their disobedience, retreat from jihad, and their
betrayal of Allah and His Messenger peace be
upon him.” 259

Allah says,
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“Be sure we shall test you with something of
fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives

258 - Soorah Al-Imran (3:179)
259 - Tafsir ibn Kathir: 3/267-277.
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or the fruits (of your toil), but give glad
tidings to those who patiently persevere.”260

And Allah says,

“Do you think that you will enter Paradise
before Allah tests those of you who fought (in
His Cause) and (also) those who are as-
sdbirun (the patient)?”261

Allah says,

Pt At T

“And surely, We shall try you till We test
those who strive hard (for the Cause of Allah)
and as-sabirun (the patient ones), and We
shall test your facts (i.e. the one who is a liar,
and the one who is truthful).”262

Allah says,

260 - Soorah Al-Baqgarah (2:15)
261 - Soorah Al-Tmran (3:142)
262 - Soorah Muhammad (47:31)
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“Do people think that they will be left alone
because they say, ‘We believe,” and will not
be tested? We indeed tested those who were
before them. And Allah will certainly make
known (the truth of) those who are true, and
will certainly make known (the falsehood of)
those who are liars, (although Allah knows all
that before putting them to test).” 263

Al-’Allamah ibn Al-Qayyim said,

“Whoever claims iman, Allah will afflict him in
order to test the reality of this claim. Iman is not
restricted to situations of comfort and
healthiness. Imdn should be displayed in

situations of comfort and discomfort.” 264
He also said,

“The human is created vulnerable to pleasure
and pain, happiness and sadness, delight and
sorrow. This is because of two characteristics.

- Soorah Al-'Ankabut (29:2-3)
- Bada'a At-Tafsir: 3/366.
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“The first: human nature and physical
composition. He 1is created of conflicting
elements and it is impossible or—more
properly—rare for any one of those elements to
permanently dominate. They tend to overtake
one another alternately.

“The second: his fellow human beings. The
human being is naturally social. He cannot live
in seclusion from society. He and other members
of society have conflicting desires, (sometimes)
irreconcilable. He wants them to allow his
desires and needs and vice-versa. But if he
agrees to their desires, he will be deprived of his
own and if he doesn’t agree to their desires, he
will feel the pain of his denial.

“So he suffers whether he agrees or disagrees
with the desires of others, especially when this
involves approving false dogmas, corrupt
intentions, and consequences on his part.
Acceding to their desires or rejecting them
incurs intense pain on both fronts. In this case,

reason, religion, and knowledge prescribe the
lesser pain to remove the devastating and

intense one, living eternally with the lesser pain.

“So whoever supports oppressors or associates
with the people of desires, innovation, lusts, and
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immorality must abandon them. This certainly
will harm them; however, the pain of following
them is significantly greater than the pain of

abandoning them.” 265

O brothers and sisters, nothing is more precious than
firmness in times of turmoil and trials, and this is
achieved only by constant resort to Allah and striving
for the truth.

The Irony Of The Spread Of Islam In The Lands Of
The Disbelievers Despite The General Weakness Of
The Believers (Except For Those The All-Mighty
Has Protected)

Allah supports His religion in the lands of the
disbelievers and other than it with whatever and
whoever He wills. Islam is spreading throughout the
world today, as is known, and all praise is due to
Allah.

Some statistics have proved the increasing number of
people embracing Islam. I was struck by records that a
priest embraced Islam and a quarter of a million

Christians have accepted Islam at his hands.266

265 - Thid: 3/366-367.
266 . Check Al-Mufjizah Al-Mujadidah fi 'Asrinal-Islam: 709.
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The number of people accepting Islam has remarkably
increased in the aftermath of the attacks of September
11, 2001 (which resulted in the destruction of the
World Trade Center in the United States after the
crash of two airplanes into the building).

The president of the Council on American-Islamic
Relations (CAIR), Nihad Awad, announced, “Over
24,000 Americans embraced Islam after the attacks of
9/11, marking the highest rate of Islamic converts in

the United States since the appearance of Islam.” 267

The correspondent of BBC Radiobroadcast in Russia,
Hany Shady, said, “The ministry of the Russian
interior has expressed its worries about the rate of

thirty Orthodox Russians entering Islam monthly.” 268

I say, glory be to Allah! The number of Muslim
converts in response to the fierce war against Islam by
its enemy—especially the West in our present time—is
extraordinary. @ Western countries have aided
orientalists and heads of churches and missionaries to
wage war against Islam, and supplied hypocrites and

infidels with whatever they desired to be a force
against Islam in the name of Islam. These countries

267 - Ibid: 156.
268 - BBC reports in the morning of Wednesday: 20 Shawwal
1428H/ 31 October 2007.
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have enticed many Muslim rulers to fight their (own)
religion and unfortunately, they have achieved their
goal, proven by the fact that those rulers’ prisons are
full of callers, scholars, and students of knowledge.
Furthermore, they have been mobilizing their media to
defame and-slander Islam.

The United States, for instance, has shut down some
organizations and charity establishments and halted
aid to the poor worldwide (with the aid of slanderous
media coverage). Despite this scheming, Islam has not
ceased to spread worldwide, and this is besides the
increase in Muslims who repent to Allah. This is
ordained by Allah and all praise is due to Allah.

Do not overlook what was asserted by the Prophet
(peace be upon him) about this spread. Tamim Ad-Dari
narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘This
matter (Islam) will keep spreading as far as
the night and day reach, until Allah will not
leave a house made of mud or hair, but will
make this religion enter it, while bringing
might to a mighty person (a Muslim) and
humiliation to a disgraced person (who
rejects Islam). This might is that with which
Allah elevates Islam (and its people) and the
disgrace is that with which Allah humiliates
disbelief (and its people).’” 262

This hadith heralds glad tidings that the future is for
Islam and Muslims. I ask Allah to empower His
religion, grant His friends victory, and humiliate His

enemies; indeed, He is All-Mighty.

Exposing The Hypocrites Who Display Strong Iman

Although Weakness Consumes Them

Allah exposes the hypocrites in many chapters of the
Qur’an. He illustrates that they demonstrate iman
although they are devoid of it. They may even
demonstrate iman by joining military expeditions
because hypocrisy is so deeply seated in their hearts.
Allah says,

269 - Recorded by Ahmad: 4/103.

235



CHAPTER 2: A BELIEVER'S WEAKNESS: ITS
TYPES, ROOTS, FACTORS, AND

CONSEQUENCES
2S5 as P > . 1o ST S s
8 o a/t.»piig» b)ﬁmdﬁui\_);wﬁ‘j }

AL 2% / 48 oA Prtd e 0,}. o:,l
‘{ \J))u CJ_‘ < \_’)L);,.M\

“The hypocrites fear lest a siirah (chapter of
the Quran) should be revealed about them,
showing them what is in their hearts. Say:
‘(Go ahead and) mock! Certainly Allah will
bring to light all that you fear.’” 270

Allah says,

“Or do those in whose hearts is a disease (of
hypocrisy), think that Allah will not bring to
light all their hidden ill-wills?” 271

And Allah says,
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- Soorah At-Tawbah (9:64)
- Soorah Muhammad (47:29)
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“Those who believe say: ‘Why is not a sidrah
(chapter of the Quran) sent down (for us)?’
But when a decisive siirah (explaining and
ordering things) is sent down, and fighting
(ihad—fighting in Allah's Cause) is mentioned
(i.e. ordained) therein, you will see those in
whose hearts is a disease (of hypocrisy)
looking at you with a look of one fainting to
death. But it was better for them (hypocrites,
to listen to Allah and to obey Him).
Obedience (to Allah) and good words (were
better for them). And when the matter
(preparation for jihad) is resolved, then if
they had been true to Allah, it would have
been better for them.” 272

And Allah says,
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- Soorah Muhammad (47:20-21)
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“And you see those in whose hearts is a
disease (of hypocrisy) hurry to their
friendship, saying: ‘We fear lest some
misfortune or a disaster may befall us.’”273

There are many verses highlighting the disease found
in the hearts of hypocrites. Their diseases are various
including doubt, spite, envy, ostentation, conceit,
hatred for the people of truth, craving for sins,
belittlement and mockery of believers, glorification and
love for the enemy of Allah, and more. Their hearts
simmer with diseases. We should hasten to redeem
our hearts and save them before they are corrupted

and secure them before they are misled.
Al-’Allamah ibn 'Uthaymin said,

“One’s uprightness or corruption revolves
around one’s heart. Hence, a Muslim should
attend to saving his heart. The goodness of the
outside appearance and the good deeds
performed by the limbs are praised; yet our
major concern should be directed towards saving
the heart.

“Allah says regarding the hypocrites,

273 - Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:52)
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‘And when you look at them, their bodies
please you; and when they speak, you listen
to their words.’ 274

“‘When you look at them, their bodies please
you’ due to their good appearance and the good
deeds performed by their limbs, ‘and when they
speak, you listen to them’ out of interest
because their speech is captivating and
decorated, but their hearts are ruined inside,
Allah forbid. Their hearts are devoid of any form
of goodness.” 275

The Causes Of Weakness In The Callers To
Innovation And Partisanship

The Prophet (peace be upon him) illustrated the causes
of weakness in innovators and partisans. Among the

major causes are the following.

Following equivocal verses and hadiths: ‘Aisha

narrated,

274 - Soorah Al-Munafiqun (63:4)
275 - Sharh Riyadh As-Salihin: 3/496.
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“Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) recited
the Verse, ‘It is He who has sent down to you
the Book. In it are Verses that are entirely
clear, they are the foundation of the Book,
others not entirely clear. So as for those in
whose hearts there is a deviation (from the
Truth), they follow what is not entirely clear,
seeking affliction and searching for its
hidden meanings; but no one knows its
hidden meanings but Allah. And those who
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are firmly grounded in knowledge say, "We
believe in it (i.e. in the Qur'an) the whole of it
(i.e. its clear and unclear Verses) are from our
Lord.” And none receive admonition except
men of understanding.’276 Then Allah's
Messenger (peace be upon him) said, ‘If you see
those who follow what is not entirely clear,
they are those whom Allah has warned (as
having deviation [from the Truth]) “So beware
of them.”’” 277

Our sheikh Al-Wadi'i (may Allah have mercy on him)
said, “This hadith matches reality, as every single
innovator and heretic routinely bases his position on

verses whose meaning is indistinct.” 278

I say, any observer of the affairs of the innovators and
partisans will notice their misinterpretation of verses
with unclear meanings, the proof being their

inconsistency with the position of the scholars.

They curtail the textual evidence, accept inconclusive
and reject detailed evidences, accept the general and
reject the particular, accept the restricted and reject
the unrestricted, accept the abrogated and reject the

276 - Soorah Al-Imran (3:7)
277 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 4547 and Muslim: 2665.
278 - Dala'il An-Nubuwah: 413.
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abrogating,279 accept the weak and reject the authentic
hadith, accept the anomalous and reject the correct
opinion, accept the inferior and reject the superior
position, and take their knowledge from contemporary
scholars while neglecting the Salaf. They may use
either all or some of these practices depending on their

desires.

Innovators Remain Ignorant Of The Religion Of

Islam

'Abdullah ibn 'Amr ibn Al-'As reported,
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279 - Translator's note: the previous characteristics (i.e. general,
particular, restricted, etc.) describe the linguistic and legal
patterns under which evidences are listed.
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“Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said,
‘Verily, Allah does not take away knowledge
by snatching it from the people; He takes
away knowledge by taking away the scholars,
so that when He leaves no learned person,
people turn to the ignorant as their leaders;
then they are asked to deliver religious
verdicts and they deliver them without
knowledge. They go astray, and lead others

astray.’” 280
Al-Qurtubi commented,

“Ignorant people assume the place the scholars had
before their deaths, hence the removal of knowledge.
They deliver religious verdicts with absolute ignorance
and people listen to them. At that point, both
knowledge and its proper implementation disappear

although the Qur’an and the books will remain.” 28!

The aspects of the innovators' and partisans' ignorance

of Islam are summarized as follows:

Ignorance of the prophets' methodology and of what
Allah revealed to them from guidance and light.

Ignorance of the textual evidence.

280 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 100.
281 - Al-Mufham: 6/708.
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Ignorance of the reports of the Salaf, their creed,
methodology, and their status.

Ignorance of the major principles and purposes of the

Islamic Law.

Ignorance of the deduction system (from texts of
Qur'an and Sunnah) and of the methodology of
seeking knowledge.

Innovators are all afflicted with these types of
ignorance, although their individual levels of ignorance

are relative.

I have covered the issue of their ignorance in my book
‘Bidayat Al-Inhiraf wa Nihayatihi’. Granting ignorant
people leadership in delivering religious verdicts is
granting authority to an unfit individual, which signals
the imminence of the Last Hour.

Abu Hurairah narrated,
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“While the Prophet (peace be upon him) was
saying something in a gathering, a bedouin
came and asked him, ‘When will the Hour (Day
of Judgment) take place?’ The Prophet (peace be
upon him) said, ‘When trust is lost, then wait
for the Hour.’ The bedouin said, ‘How will that
be lost?’ The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
‘When the power or authority comes in the
hands of unfit persons, then wait for the
Hour.’” 282

Al-Manawi said,

“Authority here is taken as a sign that marks the
imminence of the Day of Judgment, because it
results in critical errors in the legal system,
weakness in religion, dominance of ignorance,
elimination of knowledge, and the inability of the

people of truth to exercise and support it.”283

282 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 59.
283 - Fath Al-Qadir: 1/451.
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Following Disbelievers And Accepting Their

Lifestyle

Abu Sa'id Al-Khudri narrated,

-
-

“ @ . < /ﬁ// 0o 7 - By 6/ N B3 _ %
O-i-;':'d)):_ ji_i_l_pin\g,_l_..a—w\ Jeay JUS
@ -t 2 o ° ., z ° o T {oe% o . . 7
&chj%u‘)ejcﬁ‘ﬁ;wu_nw
- -3 s a2 o7 _ 7 g 4 _ o 8 L1 . T
Q:w.((ow cg_,._.p):vb_i_l_.a}_}

(1852301 06 € il 3, el J25

“Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) said,
‘You will tread the same path trodden by
those before you, inch by inch and step by
step so much so that if they entered the hole
of a lizard, you will follow them into it.” We
said, ‘Allah’s Messenger, do you mean the Jews
and Christians (by your words) those before
you?’ He said, ‘Who else?’”284

Abu Hurairah narrated,

284 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 3456 and Muslim: 2669.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘The
Hour will not be established till my followers
imitate the deeds of the previous nations and
follow them closely, span by span and cubit
by cubit (i.e., inch by inch).” It was asked, ‘O
Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him)! Do you
mean by those (nations) the Persians and the
Byzantines?’ The Prophet said, ‘Who can it be
other than them?’”285

This hadith is a sign of Prophethood, because the
Messenger (peace be upon him) foretold that his nation
would follow the disbelieving Magians, Jews, and
Christians, and it happened precisely as he foretold
except for those whom Allah saved by their following
the Sunnah. The danger of this imitation is beyond the
awareness of many Muslims. Sheikh Al-Islam ibn
Taymiyyah illustrates this critical danger.

- Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 7319.
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“If opposing them (i.e. disbelievers in general)
contributes to the prevalence of the religion, the
purpose of sending messengers is to lend the
religion of Allah domination over the other
religions. Thus, opposing them is one of the
major purposes of the prophetic mission.”286

I say, opposing them contributes to lending the
religion dominancé, so obviously imitating them
contributes to weakening the religion in the hearts of
the people and indicates loss of the religion. Sheikh
Al-Islam said,

“It has been established by authentic ahadith
that there must be a group among the nation of
the Prophet (peace be upon him) who adhere to
the pure guidance of the religion of Islam,
opposing the other groups who imitate either the
Jews or the Christians in some respect. This
practice (imitation) does not necessarily lead to
disbelief or even disobedience. It could be
classified as disbelief, disobedience, a sin, or a
deficiency.” 287

286 - Jgtida As-Sirat Al-Mustagim: 1/209.
287 _Tbid: 1/82.

22048~



THE WEAK BELIEVER

I say, the Prophet’s (peace be upon him) words are
comprehensive in regard to imitation. It includes
imitating them in matters related to creed, worship,

rulings, customs, politics, and more.

Innovators and partisans have a history full of
imitating the enemies of Islam, and they continue to
do so today. As for their past, it has been recorded by
the scholars in their books, including the book of
Sheik Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah, Igtida' As-Sirat Al-
Mustaqgim Mukhalafat As-hab Al-Jahim, which is
among the most comprehensive books that expose the
reality of this imitation. This practice of following,
imitating, and taking knowledge from the disbelievers
has multiplied in our present time.

The following summarizes the kinds of knowledge
innovators and partisans take from the enemies of

Islam:

Learning cosmic theories that blatantly deny Allah’s
existence, Lordship, the seven heavens, the throne, the
chair, and so on: Unfortunately, some misguided
Muslim writers have considered them Qur’anic and
prophetic miracles; however, I have falsified many of
these cosmic theories in my book Naqd An-Nadhriyyat
Al-Kawniyyah.

Accepting democracy, the religion of atheists, Jews,
and Christians who are known to be secular: The
249
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motto of democracy is freedom and equality. What is
meant by freedom is absolute freedom in religion,
opinion, economy, and personal freedom. Each of
these radically influence the religion, and I have
illustrated this in my book Al-Idahat Al-Mowathaqah fi
Bayan Bawa'iq Dawat Al-Mosawah Al-Mutlagah.

Their concept of equality maintains equating the
Muslim with the non-Muslim, the Qur’an with the
abrogated Old and New Testament, masjids with
churches and syﬁagogues, man with woman, and vice-
versa. (As for the last), the ultimate end of this type of
equality between men and women is homosexuality,
because they perceive marriage between men and

women as opposing equality.

However, the enemies of Islam haven’t restricted
themselves to seeking this type of equality. Their true
ill-intentions have surfaced; they consider the Muslim
to be inferior to the dog as illustrated in the book

mentioned.

This call to freedom and equality has been accepted by
many Muslims and some of them have been
disruptively influenced by them except those who
abide by the Sunnah. Those who accepted it occupy
varying levels of influence.
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Likewise, the call to democratic equality has had an
unprecedented impact on women throughout the
history of the disbelieving nations, let alone the Islamic
one. The degree of influence has reached a level among
Muslim women similar to that of non-Muslim women.
Evil and turmoil subsequently spread among Muslims

on an increasing scale.

One of the pivotal fundamentals of democracy is the
distinct line between the religion and the state. In
other words, dismissing the Islamic law and replacing
it with the democratic one shaped in man-made
constitutions. Democracy also promotes founding
political parties who compete for presidency. This
partisanship has been received with acceptance by the
seekers of the worldly life. Muslims have been split
into numerous parties throughout the Islamic
countries, and this is the most serious deficiency.
These parties (in Muslim countries) are manipulated
by Western countries like puppets. They have mutual
respect and assistance regardless of religious conflict
similar to the secular parties. For instance, the party
of the Muslim Brotherhood tolerates  partisan
multiplicity. It is now side by side with various secular

parties, be they communist, socialist, or otherwise.

At this point, the question may arise: why should the

innovators and partisans take the most blame for

taking knowledge from the non-Muslims when some of
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the Muslims’ rulers do so, too? The answer is that
Muslim rulers are followers of the speakers and
scholars among the innovators. Some of those scholars
may invent justifications for whatever those rulers
wish to acquire from the Jews and Christians. Some of
those scholars may even promote non-Muslim calls,

such as the call to unity of religion.

All of this would be avoided if those scholars and
speakers supported the truth and warned their
respective countries from accepting the misguidance
and disbelief promoted by the Jews. This angle is more
detailed in my book Kashf Al-Mubin 'an Asnaf Al-
Mubadilin. ‘

So observe carefully, Muslim brothers and sisters, the
troubles brought by the callers to innovation and
partisanship upon Islam and Muslims and even
themselves. Observe their weakness in adhering to
Islam. They are the followers of every caller, the tails of
every eradicative person, the helpers of every heretic,
and accomplice of every hypocrite in their conspiracy
against Islam. To Allah we complain of the strangeness
of Islam and its adoptees.

Innovators depend heavily on weak and fabricated
hadiths, anomalous opinions, and invalid reports as I
have illustrated in my book 'Kashf Al-Mubin 'an Asnaf
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Al-Mubadilin. This dependency resulted in their
incorporating new matters into Islam, which they call
people to adopt until those who know the genuine
Islam realize their deficiencies in many issues.
However, they pledge allegiance and enmity according
to them even if it involves fighting Muslims or seeking

non-Muslim assistance against Muslims.
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The Wellbeing Of The Islamic Nation Lies In Its
First Generation While Its Late Generation Will Be
Afflicted

Allah has blessed this nation with wellbeing in religion.
The early generations were upon the Sunnah in
knowledge and practice, whether rulers or
subordinates, young or old, as attested by the Prophet
peace be upon him. 'Abdullah b. 'Amr b. Al-'As said,
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“I accompanied the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him) on a journey, and we halted at a
place. When an announcer of the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him) announced that the
people should gather together for prayer, we
gathered around the Messenger of Allah (peace
be upon him). He said, ‘It was the duty of
every Prophet that has come before me to
guide his followers to what he knew was good
for them and warn them against what he
knew was bad for them; but this nation of
yours has its days of wellbeing in its early
generation, and in the last phase of its
existence it will be afflicted with turmoil and

with things disagreeable to you.’” 288

The Messenger of Allah peace be upon him said,
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- Recorded by Muslim: 4882.
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“The early generation of this nation was
saved by (abiding by) asceticism (zuhd) and
certainty, whereas the end of this nation will
be destroyed by stinginess and ambition
undue hope.”282

The evidence that prove the Salaf were upon strong
belief are countless, including hadiths containing
praise of the best of generations throughout the books
of Sunnah. Tangible evidences of their superiority are
the great conquests they won that stunned the world.
Another evidence is their avoidance of innovation and
imitation of non-Muslims; this is sufficient for their
wellbeing.

This wellbeing was at its peak at the time of
Prophethood as well as that of the guided khulafa to a
relatively lesser degree. It gradually decreased as time
passed. The Muslim earned uprightness depending on
his adherence to the Salaf. Imam Malik said, “The last
of this nation will not become upright except by
adhering to which its early generation was upon.”

289 - Recorded by ibn Abi Ad-Dunya in Al-Yagin: number 3, Qasar
Al-'’Amal: number 20, Imam Ahmad in Az-Zuhd: 16, and Al-
Asbahani in At-Targhib wat-Tarhib: 1/146, number: 165. This
hadith is narrated by 'Amr ibn Shu'aib from his father, from his
grandfather ’Abdullah ibn 'Umar. Its chain of narration is hasan.
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Allah endorses the strong believer with victory
against the devils among the humans and jinn.

Allah informs us in His Book that Shaitan and his
soldiers among the jinn and humans will not harm the
believing Muslim to the point of his abandonment of
his religion. Allah says,
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“O you who believe! Take care of yourselves;
if you follow the (right) guidance, no harm
can come to you from those who are in
error.” 290

“Those who are in error” is general and includes all
kinds of misguided individuals. They will not harm the
believers, and neither can the devils among the jinn.
Allah tells us in His book that the human disbelievers
have lost hope in misguiding the companions.
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“This day, those who disbelieved have given up
all hope of your religion.”29!

290 - Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:105)
91 - Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:3)
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The Prophet (peace be upon him) ensured us that the
devils among the jinn have lost hope in misleading
Muslims in the Arabian Peninsula during the period of

revelation and khalifah. Jabir narrated,
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“I heard Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him)
say, ‘Verily, the Shaitan has lost all hope that
the worshippers will ever worship (him) in the
peninsula of Arabia, but he (is hopeful) that
he would sow the seed of dissension amongst
them.’”292

Furthermore, the devils among the humans and jinn
flee from the strong believer and distance themselves
further from him the more sincere and strong he is.

'Aisha narrated,
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said, ‘Indeed I see the devils among humans
and jinn fleeing from 'Umar.’” 293

Every strong believer is relatively resistant to the devils
among the humans and jinn, depending on the level of
imdn, firmness, and certainty of that believer.

Abu Hurairah narrated,

- s 2 /ﬁ//o//}& ﬁ/ &} _ %<
=35 1500 ¢ G oade W o - b Jedy JU

< <

L oF ° :%}; P T4 P ° - . h R
:f‘}_:‘ C,_a_.l_ﬂj (.‘/\_«_>rJ‘ :;b.:‘ (G ] QL»,LAJ

1

N (G NN RO B B S S

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said, ‘When
Ramadan begins, the gates of mercy are
opened and the gates of Hell are closed, and
the devils are chained up.’”294

Sheikh Al-Islam explains this hadith in the book At-
Tafsir Al-Kabir ascribed to him,

“These aforementioned matters occur due to the
virtue of the month of Ramadan—the month in
which hearts enthusiastically welcome noble
deeds that cause the opening of the gates of

293 - Recorded b At-Tirmidhi: 4055.
294 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 3277 and Muslim: 1079.
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Paradise and the retreat of evil that causes the
opening of the gates of Hell-fire. The devils are
chained and disabled from spreading their evil.
They impose their authority over human beings
by means of alluring them with physical desires.
When human beings cease pursuing them, the

devils are chained.” 295

Do not dismiss, O believer, this victory granted by
Allah. Indeed, were the entire humanity to gather to
aid you, they would be powerless to help you overcome
a single devil. So be grateful for Allah's favor to you
that the entire humanity cannot deliver. In return, aid
the cause of Allah and Allah will surely aid you. Allah

says,
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“0O you who believe! If you help (in the cause
of) Allah, He will help you, and make your
foothold firm.” 296

The way to help the cause of Allah is to cling to the
truth at any cost and accept it outwardly and

inwardly, whether in your favor or otherwise. One not

295 - At-Tafsir Al-Kabir: 3/132.
29 - Soorah Muhammad (47:7)
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blessed with this trait is worthless in the sight of Allah
as well as that of human beings. Allah says,
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“If Allah helps you, none can overcome you;
and if He forsakes you, who is there after
Him that can help you?” 297

The Strong Believer Bravely Faces What Others
Perceive Difficult While Seeking The Assistance Of
Allah

There are numerous places in the Qur’an where Allah
draws attention to those He afflicted with good trials.
They combatted the conspiracies and deception
wrought against them by pagans and ruthless
oppressors, their strong iman managed to resist their
enemies, and they were blessed with the best of
outcomes. Among them were the magicians of Pharoah
who embraced Islam. They responded to Pharaoh's
threats,

- Soorah Al-Imran (3:160)
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“‘We prefer you not over what has come to us
of the clear signs and to Him (Allah) who
created us. So decree whatever you wish to
decree, for you can only decree (regarding)
this life of the world. Verily! We have believed
in our Lord, that He may forgive us our
faults, and the magic to which you did
compel us. And Allah is better as regards
reward in comparison to your (Fir'aun's
[Pharaoh]) reward, and more lasting (as
regards punishment in comparison to your
punishment).’”’298

Also among them is the man from Pharaoh’s family
who declared his Islam after concealing it. He declared
the truth openly before the mighty and stubborn
Pharaoh,

- Soorah Ta-Ha (20:72-73)
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“And a believing man of Pharaoh's family,
who hid his iman, said, ‘Would you kill a man
because he said: My Lord is Allah, and has
brought you clear proofs from your Lord? If
he is lying, then his lie is upon him, and if he
is truthful, then some of that wherewith he
threatened you will strike you. Surely, Allah
guides not one who is a reckless liar.’”299

Until Allah’s saying,

- Soorah Al-Ghafir (40:28)
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“And O my people! How is it that I call you
to salvation while you call me to the Fire!
You invite me to disbelieve in Allah (and in
His Oneness), and to join partners in worship
with Him of which I have no knowledge, and I
invite you to the All-Mighty, the Oft-
Forgiving! No doubt you call me to (worship)
one who cannot grant (me) my request (or
respond to my invocation) in this world or in
the Hereafter. And our return will be to Allah,
and al-musrifin (i.e. the transgressors of
Allah’s set limits)—they shall be the dwellers
of the Fire! And you will remember what I am
telling you, and my affair—I leave it to Allah.
Verily, Allah is the All-Seer of (His) slaves.’ So
Allah saved him from the evils that they
plotted (against him), while an evil torment
encompassed Fir'aun's (Pharaoh) people.”300

300 - Soorah Al-Ghafir (40:41-45)
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| Asiyah, the wife of Pharaoh, resorted to Allah in order
to fend off the transgression of her husband and the
misguidance of her people.
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“And Allah has set forth an example for those
who believe: the wife of Fir'aun (Pharaoh),
when she said, ‘My Lord! Build for me a home
with You in Paradise, and save me from
Fir'aun (Pharaoh) and his work, and save me
from the ©people who are zdlimin
(polytheists, wrong-doers and disbelievers in
Allah).’” 301

Maryam, the daughter of Imran, isolated herself from
her people due to their corruption with no concern

about potential criticism.

{ W iesson

- Soorah At-Tahrim (66:11)
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“And mention in the Book (the Qur'an, O
Muhammad peace be upon him, the story of)
Maryam (Mary), when she withdrew in
seclusion from her family to a place facing
east. She placed a screen (to screen herself)
from them.” 302

The companions of the Prophet (peace be upon him)
had the greatest portion of firmness in iman at times of

calamities. Allah says,

“And when the believers (May Allaah be
pleased with them) AlAhzab (the
Confederates), they said: ‘This is what Allah
and His Messenger (Muhammad peace be
upon him) had promised us, and Allah and
His Messenger (Muhammad peace be upon
him) had spoken the truth,’ and it only added
to their iman and their submissiveness (to
Allah).” 303

Allay says,

302 - Soorah Maryam (19:16-17)
303 - Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:22)
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“Indeed, Allah was pleased with the believers
when they gave the bai'dh (pledge) to you (O
Muhammad peace be upon him) under the
tree. He knew what was in their hearts, and
He sent down as-sakinah (calmness and
tranquility) upon them, and He rewarded
them with a near victory.”304

They earned this tranquility because they gave the
pledge to die for the sake of Allah and they were

sincere.

And Allah says,
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“Allah has forgiven the Prophet (peace be
upon him), the Muhajiriin (Muslim emigrants
who left their homes and came to Al-

304 - Soorah Al-Fath (48:18)
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Madinah) and the Ansar (Muslims of Al-
Madinah) who followed him (Muhammad
peace be upon him) in the time of distress
(Tabik expedition), after the hearts of a party
of them had nearly deviated (from the Right
Path), but He accepted their repentance.
Certainly, He is unto them full of Kindness,
Most Merciful.” 305

The aforementioned expedition was against the
Byzantines. The Muslims experienced immense
hardships and spent their wealth to bring it into being,
and thus Allah forgave them and was pleased with
them. It had never been known that Allah revealed to
His prophets or messengers the glad tidings of His
pleasure with their disciples except those of the
Prophet (peace be upon him). This pleasure is peculiar
to the companions and those who follow them in

goodness.

The Strong Believer Devotes The Passions Of His
Heart To The Cause Of Allah

Every believer must dispose the passions of the heart
created by Allah in an appropriate manner; however,

the strong believer who is sincerely seeking the truth is

305 - Soorah At-Tawbah (9:117)
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the only individual capable of doing so. The manner of
the disposal of passion is illustrated by Al-’Allamah ibn
Al-Qayyim:

“Every trait found in the heart has its own
manner of disposal. Envy, for example, is
lawfully disposed in competition for good deeds.
Likewise, arrogance is lawfully disposed in
displaying it against the enemies of Allah.

“The Prophet (peace be upon him) admonished
someone walking arrogantly between the lines
during the war, ‘This kind of walk is hated by
Allah except in this occasion.’ Allah (Glory be
to Him) commanded us to be harsh against His
enemies. Allah Also directed us to the proper
manner of striving as highlighted by the Prophet
peace be upon him: ‘Strive to seek that which
will benefit you.’ Lust is properly disposed in
marrying four. The desire for money is disposed
in spending it in what pleases Allah and a
provision for the Last Day; it is not blameworthy
if it occurs in this manner. The desire for high
status is properly disposed in complying with
Allah's commands, establishing His religion,
aiding the oppressed, helping the needy and
weak, and suppressing the enemies of Allah.
Wishing for high status and rank is considered a
kind of worship if manifested in this manner.
269
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“Furthermore, amusement and entertainment
should be with one's wife, bow and arrows,
horse, and other good conduct. Deception and
craftiness should be disposed against one's own
and Allah's enemies in order to humiliate them,
to the extent of using the same craftiness his
enemies use against him. In short, all kinds of
passions and traits were created by Allah to be
disposed in various manners from Allah's
wisdom, and are not to be neutralized. Whoever
considers this matter carefully will conclude it to

be important and beneficial.” 306

I say, the major cause a believer's corruption is
unawareness of the proper way to dispose the passions
of the heart or inability to do so. O Allah, Controller of

the hearts, order our hearts to your obedience.

The Iman Of A Believer Who Takes A Middle Course
Is Strong, But The One Who Hastens To Do Good
Deeds Is Stronger

Allah divides whom He chooses into three categories.

306 - At-Tibyan fi Agsam Al-Qur’an: 2 /260-261.
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“Then We gave the (Book the Qur'an) as
inheritance to such of Our slaves whom We
chose (the followers of Muhammad peace be
upon him). Then of them are some who wrong
themselves, and of them are some who follow
a middle course, and of them are some who,
by Allah's Leave, hasten to do good deeds.
That (inheritance of the Qur'an), that is
indeed a great grace.” 307

Ibn Kathir commented,

“The one who takes a middle course is he who
complies with commands and abstains from
prohibitions; he might leave out some desirable
acts and commit some disliked ones. As for one

who hastens to do good deeds, he complies with
commands and observes the desirable ones

while abstaining from prohibitions and disliked

- Soorah Al-Fatir (35:32)
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acts and (also) avoiding some permissible

acts.”308
Ibn Al-Qayyim noted,

“The one who takes a middle course is he who
restricts his supplies to what suffices him until
the end of his journey and does not plan to add
profitable merchandise to his luggage. He
doesn't take harmful supplies, so he will be safe,
but he forgot the profitable merchandise and its

sublime manifestations.” 309
He continues,

“As for those who hasten to do good deeds, they
are of two types: the pious and those near to
Allah because of their deeds.” 310

So the difference between one who takes a middle
course and one who hastens to do good deeds is that
the former observes the obligations such as prayer,
fasting, sincerity, trust, and so on, and abstains from
prohibitions. Desirable and disliked acts are not from
his habits, and if he happens to do any of them, it is

rare.

308 - Tafsir ibn Kathir: 11/322.
309 - Tarig Al-Hijratain: 289.
310 - Tbhid: 290.
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The latter outpaces the former in implementing the
desirable acts, observing many collective duties,
benefiting others, and refraining from doubtful matters
and disliked acts. This is worthy of the highest rank in
Paradise as its ultimate end; may Allah make us from

them.

Strong Iman Is Not Sufficient Unless Substantiated

By Its Prerequisites.

Some believers count only on their strength of iman
without observing its prerequisites such as sincerity,
and trust in Allah rather than solely on their own

power. The following proves this point. Allah says,
§ ) o 3310 < 61 6 B 3

“So put your trust in Allah; surely, you (O
Muhammad peace be upon him) are on
manifest truth.”311

This verse proves that the strong believer must be an
adherent to the truth and the Sunnah. Allah says,

(@ T LAY TEFSEE Gy

- Soorah Al-Naml (27:79)
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“Then when you are determined, put your
trust in Allah. Certainly, Allah loves those
who put their trust (in Him).”312

The determination mentioned here means strength (of
iman). Allah commanded His Prophet (peace be upon
him) to trust in Him. The meaning of trust is the
heart’s full dependency on, submission to, and trust of
Allah (Glory be to Him); whoever suffices himself with

strength of iman alone is forsaken.
Imam Adh-Dhahabi said,

“Declaring the truth is a gigantic task and
requires strength and sincerity. Sincerity
without strength causes disability, whilst
strength without sincerity causes abandonment.
Whoever fulfills both... is indeed a truthful
person; but whoever feels too weak, then
discomfort and denial within the heart
(regarding  falsehood) is the minimum
requirement of iman; certainly there is no power
except by Allah.”313

Ibn Al-Qayyim said,

312 - Soorah Al-Imran (3:159)
313 - Siyar A'lam An-Nubala': 11/234.
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“The believer tries to maintain patience but later
loses it due to his weak knowledge, insight, and
patience. Similarly, one who walks down a scary
road that leads to safety knows that if he
remains patient, his fear will wane and security
will replace it. (However), this requires patience
and certainty regarding the safe end of the road.
If his patience wears thin, he will retreat and be
powerless to deal with the hardship of the

road.”314
Ibn Al-Qayyim also said,

“There are only two causes behind sins. The
first: the ill thought of one’s Lord that if one
prioritizes his duties to Him, Allah will not grant
him better lawful favors than he already has.
The second: knowledge that abandoning
something for Allah's sake will give him better
from Allah than what he left; however, lusts and
desires overcome one’s patience and reason

respectively.

“The first matter comes from weakness of
knowledge while the second comes from

weakness of insight and reason.”315

314 . 'Ighatatul-Lahfan min Masayid Ash-Shaitan: 75-76.
315 - Al-Fawa'id: 62.
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Ash-Shingiti has a valuable elaboration regarding this
matter in his commentary on the Quran. He
commented on Allah's saying,

“And other (victories and much booty there
are, He promises you) which are not yet
within your power; indeed Allah compasses
them.”316;

“This verse proves that sincerity and strong iman
in Allah equip the weak to overpower the mighty.
Allah says,

‘How often a small group overcame a mighty
host by Allah’s Leave? And Allah is with the
patient ones.’317 318

316 - Soorah Al-Fath (48:21)
317 - Al-Bagarah: 249.
318 - Adwa Al-Bayan: 3/335.
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So whenever iman, sincerity, certainty of the truth,
and religious insight work in harmony, rejoice at

Allah's inevitable assistance.

Moderation Of The Strong Believer In Joy And
Sorrow

People often behave inconsistently in situations of joy
and sorrow, except the believers strong in knowledge

and practice. Suhaib narrated,
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“Allah’s Messenger peace be upon him said,
‘Strange are the affairs of a believer for there
is good in every affair of his and this is not the
case with anyone else except in the case of a
believer. For if he has an occasion to feel
delight, he thanks (Allah), thus there is good
for him in it, and if he is afflicted with
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hardship and shows resignation (and endures
it patiently), there is good for him in it.’”319

Al-’Allamah ibn 'Uthaymin explained this hadith, “This
hadith encourages one to (cling to) imdn, for the
believer is constantly experiencing a state of goodness
and blessing. It also inspires patience in times of
sorrow, highlighting (patience) as a characteristic of a
believer. Iman is credited when one displays patience
and awaits Allah's relief and reward (Glory be to Him).
If one displays otherwise, one can blame no one but
oneself (for hardship) and must return to the straight
path and repent to Allah.” 320

Beware of ingratitude, arrogance, self-conceit, and
false pride at times of joy. Likewise, beware of
impatience, annoyance, despair, reluctance, and
inability at times of sorrow. To Allah we complain of

the weakness of our imdn and our rampant ignorance.

Weakness Creeps Into The Strong Believer

There are some downfalls and diseases adherents to
the Sunnah experience, such as lassitude after
motivation, reluctance after zeal, indetermination after

319 - Recorded by Muslim: 7692.
320 - Sharh Riyadh As-Salihin: 1/199.
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resolution, regression after progression, and
vulnerability after durability. The Prophet (peace be
upon him) warned against acceding to this disease or
persisting in it. ’Abdullah ibn 'Amr ibn Al-'As narrated,
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“Allah’s Messenger said, ‘The inception of
every action begins with great enthusiasm,
yet periodic discouragement creeps into it. If
this periodic discouragement is consistent
with the Sunnah of mine, the individual will
be successful. Otherwise he will self-
destruct.’” 321

Al-Manawi commented, “(This is) perpetual self-
destructiveness and its dreadful consequence:

everlasting misery.” 322

I say, the previous comment addresses the state of
lassitude when it reaches the level of apostasy upon

the person's death. We seek refuge in Allah from

321 - Recorded by Ahmad: 2/188 and others.
322 - Faid Al-Qadir: 2/514.
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reluctance that leads us to neglect Allah’s commands
and commit His prohibitions—is there anyone who can
feel secure from this disease? We witness brothers we
had in the past who were strong as mountains in
iman, with good deeds as lofty as clouds, as concerned
for the public good as parents for their children. Yet,
they have been degraded from glory to humiliation,
strength to weakness, and superiority to inferiority
after lassitude struck them. They regressed after their
progress, withdrew after they were near, withheld after
giving, and gave little after having given much. Their
condition is appalling and their actions base after they
had been founded on proper education and
purification. Therefore, beware of lassitude and
surrendering to weakness in iman.

What Should The Strong Believer Do When His
Heart Trembles Due To Tribulations?

This is a crucial chapter. The believer is constantly
afflicted with sorrow and if he does not comfort himself
with the truth, he will break down. The texts have
guided us to the proper conduct at times of fear, such

as:

1. Observing prayer.
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2. Maximizing the recitation of dhikr

(remembrance) of distress:

Reciting the verses of tranquility. Anas bin Malik said,
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“Whenever a matter would distress him, the
Prophet (peace be upon him) would say, ‘O
Ever-Living One, O Self-Sustaining Sustainer!
In Your Mercy I seek relief.’”323

Ibn Mas'ud narrated,
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- Recorded by At-Tirmidhi: 3866.
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“Allah's Messenger (peace be upon him) said, ‘If
any servant of Allah afflicted with distress or
grief  makes this supplication, his
supplication will be accepted: “O Allah, I am
Your servant, son of Your servant, son of
your maidservant. My forelock is in Your
hand. Your command concerning me
prevails, and Your decision concerning me is
just. I call upon You by every one of the
beautiful names by which You have described
Yourself, or which You have revealed in Your
book, or have taught anyone of Your
creatures, or which You have chosen to keep
in the knowledge of the unseen with You, to
make the Qur'an the delight of my heart, the
light of my breast, and remover of my grief,
sorrows, and afflictions.” A supplication in
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these words will be answered. Allah will
remove one's affliction and replace it with joy
and happiness.” Someone asked the Prophet
(peace be upon him), ‘Should we memorize
(these words)?’ The Prophet (peace be upon him)
answered, ‘Yes, indeed; everyone who hears it

should learn it.’” 324

Allah sent down the verses of tranquility to face fear,

sadness, and turmoil. Allah sent down the verse,
4 PR P I - g2 AP g .5,/
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“It is He Who sent down tranquility into the hearts
of the Believers” 325 when Muslims were returning
from Al-Hudaibiyyah. Many Muslims were feeling sad
and confused about the treaty. Allah extinguished this
confusion by sending down the verse of tranquility. Ibn

Al-Qayyim noted,

“Sheikh Al-Islam ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have
mercy on him) used to recite the verse of
tranquility whenever matters became
complicated. I heard him once narrate a colossal
incident unimaginable to us when he was ill. He
was fighting evil spirits that appeared to him

324 - Recorded by Ahmad: 1/391, At-Tabarani in Al-Kabir: 10352,
and in Ad-Du’a: 1035, Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak: 1/509, Abu
Ya'la: 5297, and ibn Hibban: 972. This is Ahmad's wording.
325 - Al-Fath: 4.
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during a lapse of weakness. He said, "When
matters came to a peak, I told my relatives and
those surrounding me to recite the verses of
tranquility. Later I was fully recovered. I have
also recited those verses whenever my heart
experiences unstable situations and noticed
their significant impact in relieving and

tranquilizing the heart.”326
Ibn Al-Qayyim also said,

“The fruit reaped from this tranquility lends the
heart relief and certainty of goodness,
submission, and compliance to the commands
(of Allah). This tranquility eradicates any speck
of doubt that opposes goodness or thoughts
opposing these commands. Even if they (doubts
or opposition) penetrate (through  this
tranquility), they only pass as devilish
insinuation, which is a form of affliction that
solidifies iman and elevates the scale (of good
deeds) when those devilish insinuations are

repelled.”327

326 - Madarij Al-Salikin: 3/392.
327 - Tlam Al-Muwagqi'in: 4/254-255.
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The Characteristics Of The Strong Believer As
Highlighted By The Quran

Allah praised the strong believers with many
compliments and favored them with sublime
characteristics. Enumerating their attributes is good
for us to hold them in our minds and characterize
ourselves with them day and night wherever we are.

They are as follows:

1. The pious:
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“It is not Al-Birr (piety, righteousness, and

each and every act of obedience to Allah,

etc.) that you turn your faces towards east
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2.

and (or) west (in prayers); but Al-Birr is (the
quality of) the one who believes in Allah, the
Last Day, the Angels, the Book, the Prophets
and gives his wealth, in spite of love for it, to
the kinsfolk, to the orphans, and to Al
Masakin (the poor), and to the wayfarer, and
to those who ask, and to set slaves free,
performs As-Saldt (Igamat-as-Saldt), and
gives the Zakat, and who fulfill their
covenant when they make it, and who are As-
Sabirin(the patient ones, etc.) in extreme
poverty and ailment (disease) and at the time
of fighting (during the battles). Such are the
people of the truth and they are Al
Muttaqiin (pious - see V.2:2).” 328

The sincere:
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“Say (O Muhammad): My Lord has
commanded justice and (said) that you
should face Him only (i.e. worship none but
Allah and face the Qiblah, i.e. the Ka'bah at
Makkah during prayers) in each and every

328 Soorah Al-Baqgarah (2:177)
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place of worship, in prayers (and not to face
other false deities and idols), and invoke Him
only making your religion sincere to Him by
not joining in worship any partner to Him
and with the intention that you are doing
your deeds for Allah's sake only. As He
brought you (into being) in the beginning, so
shall you be brought into being (on the Day of
Resurrection) [in two groups, one as a blessed
one (believers), and the other as a wretched
one (disbelievers)].” 329

. The righteous:
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“And We bestowed on him [Ibrahim
(Abraham)], Ishaque (Isaac) and Ya'qib
(Jacob), and ordained among his offspring
Prophethood and the Book [i.e. the Tauriat
(Torah) (to Miisa Moses), the Injeel (Gospel)
(to 'Iesa Jesus), the Qur'an (to Muhammad ),
all from the offspring of Ibrahim (Abraham)],
and We granted him his reward in this world,

329 Soorah Al-A’raf (7:29)
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and verily, in the Hereafter he is indeed
among the righteous.” 330

4. The devout:
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“Verily, the Muslims (those who submit to
Allah in Islam) men and women, the believers
men and women (who believe in Islamic
Monotheism), the men and the women who
are obedient (to Alldh), the men and women
who are truthful (in their speech and deeds),
the men and the women who are patient (in
performing all the duties which Allah has
ordered and in abstaining from all that Allah
has forbidden), the men and the women who

330 Soorah Al-'Ankabut (29:27)
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are humble (before their Lord Alldh), the men
and the women who give Sadagqgadt (i.e. Zakat,
and alms, etc.), the men and the women who
observe Saum (fast) (the obligatory fasting
during the month of Ramadan, and the
optional Nawafil fasting), the men and the
women who guard their chastity (from illegal
sexual acts) and the men and the women who
remember Allah much with their hearts and
tongues (while sitting, standing, lying, etc.
for more than 300 times extra over the
remembrance of Allah during the five
compulsory congregational prayers) or
praying extra additional Nawafil prayers of
night in the last part of night, etc.) Allah has
prepared for them forgiveness and a great
reward (i.e. Paradise).” 33!

8. The beneficent:
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331 Soorah Al-Ahzab (29:35)
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“Those who spend [in Alldh's Cause - deeds of
charity, alms, etc.] in prosperity and in
adversity, who repress anger, and who pardon
men; verily, Allah loves Al-Muhsinin (the

good doers).” 332

6. The guided:
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“The Mosques of Allah shall be maintained
only by those who believe in Allah and the
Last Day; perform As-Salat (Igamat-as-Salat),
and give Zakat and fear none but Allah. It is
they who are expected to be on true

guidance.” 333

7. The rectifiers:

332 Soorah Ali Imraan (3:134)

333 Soorah At-Taubah(9:18)
290



THE WEAK BELIEVER

s e Sa,

) /’/ z P /// . >
| Frs ¥ G AT 1AL S0 S80S o6 %
{ @ /"*//’}’(

“And as to those who hold fast to the Book
(i.e. act on its teachings) and perform As-
Salat (Igamat-as-Saldt), certainly, We shall

never waste the reward of those who do

righteous deeds.” 334

8. The adherents of truth:

Soorah Al-A’raf (7:170) 335

9. The submissive:

Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:35) 336

10. The obedient:
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334 Soorah Al-A’raf (7:170)
335 Verse Previously mentioned.
336 Verse previously mentioned
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“The Messenger (Muhammad ) believes in
what has been sent down to him from his
Lord, and (so do) the believers. Each one
believes in Allah, His Angels, His Books, and
His Messengers. They say, "We make no
distinction between one another of His
Messengers" - and they say, "We hear, and we
obey. (We seek) Your Forgiveness, our Lord,
and to You is the return (of all).” 337

11. The spenders (for good):

Soorah Al-Imran (3:134) 338

12. Those consistently in Allah's

remembrance:
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“And stay in your houses, and do not display
yourselves 1like that of the times of

337 Soorah Al-Baqarah (2:285)
338 Verse previously mentioned
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ignorance, and perform As-Salat (Igamdtas-
Saldt), and give Zakdt and obey Allah and
His Messenger. Allah wishes only to
remove ArRijs (evil deeds and sins, etc.) from
you, O members of the family (of the
Prophet ), and to purify you with a thorough

purification.” 339

13. The repentant:
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“(The believers whose lives Allah has
purchased are) those who repent to Alldh
(from polytheism and hypocrisy, etc.), who
worship Him, who praise Him, who fast (or go
out in Allih's Cause), who bow down (in
prayer), who prostrate themselves (in prayer),
who enjoin (people) for Al-Ma'rif (i.e. Islamic
Monotheism and all what Islam has ordained)
and forbid (people) from Al-Munkar (i.e.

339 Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:34)
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disbelief, polytheism of all kinds and all that
Islam has forbidden), and who observe the
limits set by Allah (do all that Allah has
ordained and abstain from all kinds of sins

and evil deeds which Allah has forbidden).
And give glad tidings to the believers.” 340

14. Those who trust in Allah:

Soorah At-Taubah (9:112) 341

15. The firm:
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“0O you who believe! If you help (in the cause
of) Allah, He will help you, and make your
foothold firm.” 342

16. The truthful:

Soorah Al-Baqgarah (2:177) 343

340 Soorah At-Taubah (9:112)

341 Verse previously mentioned

342 Soorah Muhammad (47:7)

343 Verse previously mentioned
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The observers of Allah's limits:

Soorah At-Taubah (9:112) 344

Those who enjoin good and forbid evil:

Soorah At-Taubah (9:112) 345

19. The stern against disbelievers:
38 s a4tk P o7 45 L Loz /‘ 00 /5)/// T }

“0O you who believe! Whoever from among you
turns back from his religion (Islam), Allah will
bring a people whom He will love and they
will love Him; humble towards the believers,
stern towards the disbelievers, fighting in the
Way of Allah, and never afraid of the blame of
the blamers. That is the Grace of Allah which

344 Verse previously mentioned
345 Verse previously mentioned
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He bestows on whom He wills. And Allah is
All Sufficient for His creatures' needs, All-

Knower.” 346

20. The humble with the believers:
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“Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, and
those who are with him are severe against
disbelievers, and merciful among themselves.
You see them bowing and falling down
prostrate (in prayer), seeking Bounty from
Allah and (His) Good Pleasure. The mark of
them (i.e. of their Faith) is on their faces
(foreheads) from the traces of (their)
prostration (during prayers). This is their

346 Soorah Al-Ma'’idah (5:54)
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description in the Taurat (Torah). But their
description in the Injeel (Gospel) is like a
(sown) seed which sends forth its shoot, then
makes it strong, it then becomes thick, and
it stands straight on its stem, delighting the
sowers that He may enrage the disbelievers
with them. Allah has promised those among
them who believe (i.e. all those who follow
Islamic Monotheism, the religion of Prophet
Muhammad till the Day of Resurrection) and
do righteous good deeds, forgiveness and a
mighty reward (i.e. Paradise).” 347

21. The just:
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“Allah does not forbid you to deal justly and
kindly with those who fought not against you
on account of religion and did not drive you
out of your homes. Verily, Allah loves those
who deal with equity.” 348

347 Soorah Al-Fath (48:29)
348 Soorah Al-Mumtahinah (60:8)
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22.

23.

Those who fulfill Allah's covenant:
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“Those who fulfill the Covenant of Allah and
break not the Mithaq (bond, treaty,

covenant).” 349

Those who fear Allah and hope for His
mercy:
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“Those whom they call upon [like 'Iesa (Jesus)
son of Maryam (Mary), 'Uzair (Ezra), angel,
etc.] desire (for themselves) means of access
to their Lord (Alldh), as to which of them
should be the nearest and they [Iesa (Jesus),
'Uzair (Ezra), angels, etc.] hope for His Mercy
and fear His Torment. Verily, the Torment of
your Lord is something to be afraid of!” 350

349 Soorah Al-Ra'd (13:20)
350 Soorah Al-Isra’ (17:57)
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24. Those who take Allah and His Messenger

as supporters:

“And whosoever takes Allah, His Messenger,
and those who have believed, as Protectors,
then the party of Allah will be the

victorious.” 351

25. The victorious:

Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:56) 352

26. The successful:
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351 Soorah Al-Ma'’idah (5:56)
352 Verse previously mentioned
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“You (O Muhammad) will not find any people
who believe in Alldah and the Last Day,
making friendship with those who oppose
Allah and His Messenger (Muhammad), even
though they were their fathers, or their sons,
or their brothers, or their kindred (people).
For such He has written Faith in their hearts,
and strengthened them with Rih (proofs,
light and true guidance) from Himself. And
We will admit them to Gardens (Paradise)
under which rivers flow, to dwell therein
(forever). Allah is pleased with them, and
they with Him. They are the Party of Allah.
Verily, it is the Party of Allah that will be the
successful.” 353

27. The triumphant:

353 Soorah Al-Mujadilah (58:22)
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“And whosoever obeys Allah and His
), fears Allah, and keeps

e m 1% A Ve

Messenger (E5EC
his duty (to Him), such are the successful

ones.” 354

28. The assisted:

“And indeed We did send Messengers before
you (O Muhammad) to their own peoples.
They came to them with clear proofs, then,
We took vengeance on those who committed
crimes (disbelief, setting partners in worship
with Allah, sins, etc.), and (as for) the

believers it was incumbent upon Us to help
(them).” 355

29. The mujahidin for the sake of Allah:

354 Soorah An-Nur (24:52)
355 Soorah Ar-Rum (30:47)
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“As for those who strive hard in Us (Our
Cause), We will surely guide them to Our
Paths (i.e. Allah’s Religion - Islamic
Monotheism). And verily, Allah is with
the Muhsinin (good doers).” 356

Some verses list several of their attributes together.

Allah says,
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“Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers
their lives and their properties for the price
that theirs shall be the Paradise. They fight
in Allah’s Cause, so they kill (others) and are
killed. It is a promise in truth which is

356 Soorah Al-'Ankabut (29:69)
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binding on Him in the Taurat (Torah) and the
Injeel (Gospel) and the Qur’an. And who is
truer to his covenant than Allah? Then
rejoice in the bargain which you have
concluded. That is the supreme success.”357

And Allah says,
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“Successful indeed are the believers. Those
who offer their prayers with all solemnity and
full submissiveness. And those who turn away

- Soorah At-Taubah (9:111)
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from vain talk. And those who pay the Zakat.
And those who guard their chastity—except
from their wives or (slaves) that their right
hands possess, for then, they are free from
blame, but whoever seeks beyond that, then
those are the transgressors—those who are
true to their amanat (all the duties which
Allah has ordained, honesty, moral
responsibility and trusts) and to their
covenants; And those who strictly guard their
(five compulsory congregational) salawat
(prayers) (at their fixed stated hours). These
are indeed the inheritors who shall inherit
the Firdaus (Paradise). They shall dwell
therein forever.” 358

And Allah says,
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358 - Soorah Al-Mu'minun (23:1-11)
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“Verily, the Muslims (those who submit to
Allah in Islam) men and women, the believers
men and women (who believe in Islamic
Monotheism), the men and the women who
are obedient (to Allah), the men and women
who are truthful (in their speech and deeds),
the men and the women who are patient (in
performing all the duties which Allah has
ordered and in abstaining from all that Allah
has forbidden), the men and the women who
are humble (before their Lord Allah), the men
and the women who give sadaqgat (i.e. Zakat,
and alms, etc.), the men and the women who
observe saum (fast) (the obligatory fasting
during the month of Ramadan, and the
optional nawafil fasting), the men and the
women who guard their chastity (from illegal
sexual acts) and the men and the women who
remember Allah much with their hearts and
tongues (while sitting, standing, lying, etc.
for more than 300 times extra over the
remembrance of Allah during the five
compulsory congregational prayers) or

praying extra nawafil prayers in the last part
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of the night, etc.) Allah has prepared for them
forgiveness and a great reward (i.e.

Paradise).” 359

There are still more characteristics I have not
highlighted as what has been mentioned is sufficient.
The earlier discussion testifies to the great
characteristics Allah bestows upon the strong believers
among His servants. Whoever misses this golden
opportunity and believes himself to have strong iman
although he does not is in great loss. We seek refuge in
Allah from heedlessness.

359 - Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:35)
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CHAPTER 4: STRENGTHEN IMAN

Elements Of Strong Iman

One must familiarize oneself with the cure once the
disease is detected, and take the cure—especially if the
disease is destructive, corruptive, or debilitating. The
following sheds light on the elements that strengthen

iman.

1. Increase recitation of the reported supplications
for firming and rectifying iman. Weak believers
overlook or even neglect this element. (They may
supplicate) but with neither honesty nor
sincerity. Here is what our Prophet (peace be
upon him) instructed us to do. Anas narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) frequently
used to say, ‘O Changer of the hearts, make
my heart firm upon Your religion,’”360 and in
another narration, “‘make our hearts firm
upon Your religion.’”361

The hadith of Umm Salamah emphasizes that the
Prophet (peace be upon him) used to invoke Allah with
this supplication frequently. Considering the station of
the infallible Prophet (peace be upon him), we are the
most in need of following him to draw ourselves closer
to Allah and imploring Him. We should not forget that
this supplication springs from the intense fear of the
deviance of our hearts, so we should keep ourselves in

a state of sincerity, hope, fear, and desperate need for
Allah.

Furthermore, among the most precious supplications
the Prophet (peace be upon him) taught us is the one
to be said whenever we seek truth at times of
disagreement and dispute. 'Aishah (may Allah be
pleased with her) said,

360 - Recorded by At-Tirmidhi: 2140 and Al-Hakim: 2/288.
361 - Recorded by Al-Hakim: 2/289.
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) used to begin
his night with the words, ‘O Allah, Lord of
Jibril, Mika'il and Israfil, Creator of the
heavens and the earth, Knower of the unseen
and the seen, You judge between Your
servants concerning wherein they differ. O
Allah, guide me in the disputed matters of
truth, for You are the One Who guides to the
Straight Path.’” 362

2. To gain religious knowledge, each must perform
according to ability. Know, O Muslim brothers
and sisters, that Allah created us to know Him

362 - Recorded by Muslim: 770.
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as well as worship Him. Knowing Allah is a

prerequisite for worshipping Him. Allah says,
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“It is Allah Who created seven heavens and of
the earth the like thereof (i.e. seven). His
Command descends between them (heavens
and earth), that you may know that Allah has
power over all things, and that Allah
surrounds all things in (His) Knowledge.” 363

Al-’Allamah ibn Al-Qayyim noted, “This verse proves
that the ultimate purpose of creation and command is
that the servants know their Lord, His attributes and

to worship Him.” 364

Knowing Allah is the origin of all goodness, the means
to every virtue, and the preserver of religion and the
worldly life. Ibn Al-Mubarak reported that Ibn Shihaab

said,

“We have been informed that some of the
scholars said that clinging to the Sunnah grants
salvation. Knowledge quickly wanes, so to retain

363 - Soorah At-Talaq (65:12)
- Muftah Dar As-Sa'adah: 1/226-227.
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it, religion and the worldly life must be

preserved; otherwise, it will vanish.” 365

What a great blessing to be equipped with religious
knowledge: the knowledge of Allah, His religion, and its

enemies.

3. Hasten to do good deeds, O Muslim brothers and
sisters, combat trials with good deeds to fortify

you whenever they strike.

Ma’qgil bin Yasar that the Allah's Messenger (peace be

upon him) said,
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“Worship during the time of bloodshed is like
emigrating to me.”366

It is narrated on the authority of Abu Hurairah,
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365 - Jami' Bayan Al-Tlm wa Fadluho: 1018 and ibn Al-Mubarak in
Az-Zuhd: 817.
366 - Recorded by Muslim: 7588.
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said, ‘Be prompt in doing good deeds (before
you are overtaken) by turbulence like a part
of the dark night. During (that stormy period)
a man will be a Muslim in the morning and an
unbeliever in the evening or a believer in the
evening and an unbeliever in the morning,
and will sell his iman for worldly goods.’”367

4. Preserve the heart and the mind against ill
thoughts and doubtful matters. Know, O Muslim
brothers and sisters, that failing to preserve the
heart and mind against the poison of evil
thoughts and dispraised ideas is a serious
problem. But if the Muslim is guided to save his
heart from them, toil will end as well as distress,
and eventually victory in this worldly life and the
hereafter will be granted. To highlight the
importance of maintaining the heart, I will quote
the valuable remarks of Imam ibn Al-Qayyim,
who said,

“The inception of every concept and voluntary
action is the abstract thought, which creates
concepts later developed (into a form of) will,
which in turn ultimately produce actions. Those

actions become habits through repetition. The

367 - Related by Muslim: (328).
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rectification or corruption of thoughts and
actions results in the recovery or corruption of
these gradual phases. It is known that rectifying
thoughts is easier than rectifying actions.
Rectifying actions is in turn easier than
remedying a wrong, which is easier than

abandoning illegal matters.

“The most effective remedy is to devote one's
concern to one's own interest and disregard the
concerns of others, since this opens the doors of
evil because it causes one to forget one’s own
concern and become diverted from that which

would benefit.” 368

. Have forbearance with the harm inflicted by

fellow people. One should be aware that patience
for the sake of Allah and reforming Allah's

servants is a superb, divine gift.

Abu Sa’id Al-Khudri narrated,
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368 - Al-Fawa'id: 224-227.
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“Some people from the Ansar asked Allah's
Messenger (peace be upon him) (to give them
something) and he gave to everyone who asked
him, until all that he had was gone. When
everything was gone, he said to them, ‘(Know)
that if I have any wealth, I will not withhold
it from you (to keep for somebody else).
Whoever seeks to be independent of means,
Allah will make him independent; and he who
remains patient, Allah will bestow patience
upon him; and he who is satisfied with what
he has, Allah will make him self-sufficient.
And there is no gift better or more vast (you
may be given) than patience.’” 369

Thus, be patient; other people will never be satisfied
with either one’s wealth or status, but only with one’s

good manners and patience.

369 - Recorded by Muslim: 6470 and Muslim: 1053.
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The poet says:

“l shall overcome all obstacles (standing in my

path to success) or die before achieving so,

“As indeed dreams come true through patience.”

. Befriend the righteous and listen to their advice.

Brotherhood provides strength and happiness if
grounded in advising with truth, patience,
cooperation, and mutual assistance for
practicing good deeds. Allah addresses His
Messenger (peace be upon him),
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“And keep yourself (O Muhammad peace be
upon him) patiently with those who call on
their Lord (i.e. your companions who
remember their Lord with glorification,
praising in prayers, and other righteous
deeds) morning and afternoon, seeking His
Face, and let not your eyes overlook them,
desiring the pomp and glitter of the life of
the world; and obey not him whose heart We
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have made heedless of Our Remembrance,
and who follows his own desires.” 370

If Allah commands the leader of creation to remain
among the righteous poor people, we are even more
obligated to befriend the righteous and take them as
our brothers, even before our blood brothers, sons,
parents, and uncles. Of what worth is the worldly life
without religious brotherhood? Beware of that which
spoils it; if it is spoiled, patience and forbearance heals
it.

7. Adhere outwardly and inwardly to the Sunnah.
this trait distinguishes Ahlus-Sunnah wal-
Jama'ah. This adherence is an extra (token) of
Allah's guidance. Clinging to the truth wherever
it is proves one's adherence to the Sunnah. (One
like this rightfully deserves the title of) Sunni—
he is neither a partisan nor innovator.
Perseverance against partisanship and
innovation is a favor from Allah for whom He
chooses. Allah says,

370 - Soorah Al-Kahf (18:28)
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“And whoso obeys Allah and the Messenger
(Muhammad peace be upon him), then they
will be in the company of those on whom
Allah has bestowed His Grace, of the
Prophets, the siddiqin (those followers of the
Prophets who were first and foremost to
believe in them), the martyrs, and the
righteous. And how excellent these
companions are! Such is the Bounty from
Allah, and Allah is Sufficient as All

Knower.””371

. Follow the companions (may Allah be pleased

with them all). Allah has ordered the believers of

every generation to follow the companions.

371 - Soorah An-Nisa' (4:69-70)
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“And the foremost to embrace Islam of the
Muhijiriin (those who migrated from Makkah
to Al-Madinah) and the Ansar (the citizens of
Al-Madinah who helped and gave aid to the
Muh4jirtin) and also those who followed them
exactly (in guidance). Allah is well-pleased
with them as they are well-pleased with Him.
He has prepared for them Gardens under
which rivers flow (Paradise).”372

Allah qualified following the companions with

guidance, not mere following.

Iman Is Strengthened By Provision From Allah

Know that the strength of iman is a provision from the
All-Strong, All-Mighty. There are many textual
evidences that support this point. Allah says,

372 - Soorah At-Taubah (9:100)
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“But Allah has endeared imdn to you and
beautified it in your hearts, and has made
disbelief, wickedness and disobedience (to
Allah and His Messenger peace be upon him)
hateful to you. These! They are the rightly
guided ones. (This is) a Grace from Allah and
His favor.”373

This is the most comprehensive verse regarding Allah's
provision for believers, because Allah (Glorified is His
praise) mentioned that He has endeared imdan to the
believers; and none but Allah can do so. He has also
beautified it and has made disbelief, wickedness, and
disobedience hateful to the believers; how great this

provision is! Allah says,
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“As for those who strive hard in Us (Our
Cause), We will surely guide them to Our
Paths (i.e. Allah's Religion - Islamic

- Soorah Al-Hujurat (49:7-8)
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Monotheism). And verily, Allah is with the
good doers.” 374

Allah promised guidance (in this verse) to all paths
leading to Him. The scholars, including ibn Al-Qayyim,
have valuable commentary on Allah’s provision to

believers. Ibn Al-Qayyim says,

“The repentance of the servant to Allah is
preceded and followed by two forms of
repentance from Allah (conferred on His
servant). (The servant’s actual) repentance lies
between them. The preceding form of repentance
is in Allah's permission, guidance, and
inspiration of the servant that led him to repent.
Then Allah accepts his repentance (and this is
the form of repentance that follows the servant’s
repentance). The first form of repentance is
preparation while the second is provision.

“Repentance is thus attributed to Allah and the
servant. It means remorse and turning back to
Allah when attributed to the servant, and
permission, guidance, acceptance, and provision
when attributed to Allah.” 375

374 - Soorah Al-'Ankabut (29:69)
375 - Madarij as-Salikin: 1/312-313.

320~



THE WEAK BELIEVER

O believer! Humble yourself before Allah and He shall
provide you with goodness and fend off any possible
harm; seek the assistance of your Mighty Lord and
don't fall short in doing so.

Iman Is Strengthened By Familiarizing Oneself
With The Paths Of The Wicked

One of the major causes of the deviation of some
Muslims is their ignorance regarding the modern
jahiliyyah (pre-Islamic practices and ignorance),
commonly known as civilization, Renaissance, and the
European and Western advancement. There is no
escape for those deluded by this jahiliyyah among
Muslims except by familiarizing themselves with the
paths of those disbelievers. Imam ibn Al-Qayyim
described the importance of knowing the paths of
disbelievers in detail. He said,

“Some of those born after the companions were
not familiar with details regarding Islam's
opponents, which impaired (their ability) to
discriminate between the paths of believers from
those of disbelievers. This lack of insight was
caused by lack of knowledge regarding either
one or both of the two paths. As 'Umar ibn Al-
Khattab once said, ‘He who is born in Islam and
is heedless of the (lifestyle) of the pre-Islamic
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period severs the ties of Islam one after

another.” 376

The aforementioned quote of 'Umar ibn Al-Khattab
reflects the depth of ’Umar’s knowledge, since
unawareness of the jahiliyyah—which encompasses
everything opposing the Prophet's message—is a form
of ignorance. Thus, unacquaintance with the paths of
disbelievers or doubts that some of the paths of
disbelievers are identical to those of believers as
occurs in this nation in creed, knowledge, and action,
is actually one of the paths of the disbelievers and
enemies of the Messengers. Those unfamiliar with that
first path incorporate it into the paths of believers,
propagate it, accuse its opponents of disbelief, and
deem lawful what Allah declared unlawful—as in the
case of the majority of innovators including the
Jahmiyyah, Qadariyyah, Khawarij, and Shi’a.

People Regarding This Issue Are In Four Groups

Those acquainted with the path of the believers as well
as that of the disbelievers in detail are the most
knowledgeable of all groups.

376 = Al-Fawa’id: 143-145.
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Those similar to livestock, who completely fail to
distinguish between the two paths, have internalized
the path of the disbelievers and tread it.

Those dedicated to knowledge of the path of the
believers only have a vague acquaintance with the
paths that conflict with it, are conscious of (the fact)
that whatever stands in opposition to the path of the
believers is falsehood, but don't have a detailed

account of it.

Those well aware of the path of evil, innovation, and
disbelief in detail but only vaguely know the path of
believers have general knowledge regarding the
Prophet’s message, but only a few details. Whoever

reads their books attentively will notice this.

Those who thoroughly know and tread the paths of
evil, oppression, and wickedness but repent and
return to the path of righteousness have a general
knowledge (of the Prophet’s message) compared to
those who dedicated their lives to learning it.

The main point is that Allah, Glory be to Him, loves for
us to know the paths of His enemies in order to avoid
and dislike them as well as the paths of His friends in
order that they be followed and cherished. This
knowledge has great potential benefits and secrets
only known by Allah, like the knowledge of Allah’s
Lordship and His perfect names and attributes. This
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represents a conclusive proof of Allah’s Lordship,
ownership, oneness, love, abhorrence, reward, and
punishment; and Allah knows best. Reflect upon this

example and benefit from it.

The Peak Of The Believers’ Strength

The strong believer is keen to know the people of
strong iman and the (means) of achieving the same.
Allah illustrates this in His book,
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“Among the believers are men who have been
true to their covenant with Allah (i.e. they
have gone out for jihad, and showed not their
backs to the disbelievers), of them some have
fulfilled their obligations (i.e. have been
martyred), and some of them are still waiting,
but they have never changed (i.e. they never
proved treacherous to their covenant which
they concluded with Allah) in the least.” 377

377 - Soorah Al-Ahzab (33:23)
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Anas ibn Malik narrated,

“My uncle whom I was named after was not
present with the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him) on the Day of Badr, and felt
distressed about this. He used to say, 1 missed
the first battle fought by the Messenger of Allah
(peace be upon him), and if God now gives me an
opportunity to see a Dbattlefield with the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him), Allah
will see what 1 do.” He was afraid to say more
than this (lest he be unable to keep his word
with Allah). He was present with the Messenger
of Allah (peace be upon him) on the Day of
Uhud. He met Sa'd b. Mu'adh (who was
retreating). Anas said to him: O Abu 'Amr, where
(are you going)? Woe (to thee)! I find the smell of
Paradise beside Mount Uhud!’ (Reprimanding
Sa'd in these words), he went forward and fought
(the enemy) until he was killed. (The narrator
says), more than eighty wounds inflicted with
swords, spears, and arrows were found on his
body. His sister, my aunt, Ar-Rubayyi' bint Nadr,
said, I could not recognize my brother's body (it
was so badly mutilated) except from his finger-
tips.” (It was on this occasion that) the Qur'anic

verse,
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‘Among the believers are men who have been
true to their covenant with Allah. Of them
some have completed their vow (to the
extreme), and some still wait: but they have
never changed (their determination) in the

least.’”’378

Az-Zubayr narrated that he heard the Prophet (peace
be upon him) saying,
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“Paradise was made obligatory for Talha when
he helped the Prophet (peace be wupon
him),”379 meaning when Talha kneeled so that

378 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 2805 and Muslim: 1903.
379 - Recorded by Ahmad: 1433, At-Tirmidhi: 3738, ibn Hibban:
6979, and Al-Hakim: 3/373-374.
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the Prophet (peace be upon him) could climb on
his back.

Mu'awiya heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon

him) saying,

LU e 55

“A group of people from my nation will
continue to obey Allah's Command, and those
who desert or oppose them shall not be able
to do them any harm. They will prevail over
the people until Allah's Command is executed
(i. e. Resurrection is established).”

The victorious sect was interpreted to be the people of
hadith because they most closely match the
description in the hadith.

Al-Khatib Al-Baghdadi said regarding the people of
hadith,

“Allah made His people the cornerstones of
Shari'ah and demolishes by them every
repugnant innovation. They are the most
trustworthy among the creation, the
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intermediaries between the Prophet (peace be
upon him) and his nation, and the keen
preservers of his religion. Their light is bright,
their virtues vast, their examples stunning, their
methodologies  superior, their arguments
powerful. Every other sect sides with desire and
resorts to it or favors an opinion and sticks to it
except the people of hadith.

“The Qur’an is their equipment, the Sunnah is
their evidence, the Messenger is their leader and
to him is their attribution. They do not hold
back according to their desires or consider
opinions (i.e. those not supported with textual
evidence from Qur'an and Sunnah). Their
narrations are accepted and they are upright
trustees of narrations. They are the keepers of
this religion and its treasurers, the containers of
knowledge and its carriers. If there is any
disagreement regarding any hadith, settlement
for this disagreement returns to them and their
judgment is binding.

“They are scholars, bright imams, ascetics,

virtuous ones, skilled reciters, excellent orators,

and the united body. Their path is straight and

every innovator pretends to follow their creed

and is unable to voice his own. Whoever deceives

them is destined for destruction by Allah and
328



THE WEAK BELIEVER

whoever opposes them is destined for
abandonment by Allah. They are not harmed by
their opponents and whoever abandons them
will never be successful. Whoever seeks to
preserve his religion is desperate for their
guidance and whoever intends to harm them is
shortsighted; indeed Allah is All-Capable to

support them.”380

Sources Of Strength That Grant Believers Victory
Whenever They Fight Against The Enemies Of Allah

When the army of Ar-Rahman meets the army of
Shaitan in a heated and fierce battle, victory is, by
Allah's permission, with the allies of Ar-Rahman
against the allies of Shaitan, as Allah said,

27 o gats 2

Z . st ! » RS T o _5‘ 5% -

el Al el 1256 & 2 6 A0 Dl Gole
R r R Y PR D VA A B T R R Y 2o P ?,:,}5/1
B \)u,.n.b \_,GJ.‘A Y} ;:\S,wJJ anl \)a:jgb \{)f.;u

[

L
~5 st
st :Q{-g

-
v

{@O/J}:A\éﬂ\ o)

“O you who believe! When you meet (an
enemy) force, take a firm stand against them
and remember the Name of Allah much (both

380 - Sharh As-hab Al-Hadith: 28.
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with tongue and mind), so that you may be
successful. And obey Allah and His
Messenger, and do not dispute (with one
another) lest you lose courage and your
strength depart, and be patient. Surely, Allah
is with those who are as-sabirin (the patient
ones, etc.).” 381

Imam ibn Al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him)
noted,

“Allah commanded the believers, in this verse,
with five orders that certainly grant victory to
whoever abides by them even if they are
outnumbered: \

“Firmness.

“Constant remembrance of Allah (Glory be to
Him).

Obedience to Allah and His Messenger.

“Unity and abandonment of disputes that cause
failure and weakness. Dispute is a cause of
defeat. Unity resembles a stack of arrows
resistant to breaking, easily broken if
disassembled.

381 - Soorah Al-Anfal (8:45-46)
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“The most essential ingredient of all is patience.

“These are the five commands that bring victory.
If some or all of them are missing, victory will be
relatively less likely and vice-versa. The best
example is the companions who were
undefeated. They conquered the world and
gained worldwide submission. However, when
these commands were disregarded by those who
succeeded them, they sank into a period of

unprecedented weakness.”382

I say, these are words of great import. The believers
characterized by the aforementioned qualities will
receive victory from Allah. Their lack of equipment and
numbers is compensated by their strong iman and
obedience to Allah and His Messenger (peace be upon
him), truthfulness, sincerity, firmness, and trust in
Allah. Whoever reflects on the battles between
believers and disbelievers in which victory was on the
side of believers throughout history will conclude that
the believers were outnumbered and lacked equipment
in comparison to the disbelievers. Yet, Allah granted

them victory.

382 - Al-Furusiyyah Al-Muhammadiyyah: 505-506.

331



CHAPTER 4: STRENGTHEN IMAN

Allah Commands The Believers To Prepare Military
Forces To Fight The Disbelievers

Only after this discussion of inner power can physical

power be discussed. Allah says,

< Aroyrs 2% 4 T A 2
f‘bj J—’J\ ~LLJ) \J{) b_;;‘)l:):s%k.—u'\\.ﬂ V:;J b.k_gb}

A / /)/

{ = A

“And make ready against them all you can of
power, including steeds of war to threaten
the enemy of Allah and your enemy.”383

This verse covers any form of power Muslims can wield
against the disbelievers. The Prophet (peace be upon
him) interpreted strength as archery. 'Ugbah Ibn Amir

said,
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“I heard the Messenger of Allah (peace be upon
him) say, ‘Indeed, strength is in archery.

383 -Soorah Al-Anfal (8:60)
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Indeed, strength is in archery. Indeed,
strength is in archery.’”384

Al-Baga'i commented on “power” in the

aforementioned verse,

“(This refers to) any power possible. The Prophet
(peace be upon him) emphasized that it (archery)
is the most critical power similar to (his saying)
‘Pilgrimage is 'Arafah.’”385 Practicing this type
of sport in our modern time is more
sophisticated than ever; it includes military jets

and vehicles, parachuting, etc.”
Imam ibn Al-Qayyim said,

“It is known that knighthood and bravery are
two types: the most perfect form belongs to the
people of religion and iman. As for the second, it

is the common denominator of brave people.” 386

Bear in mind that the one addressed in (Allah’s)
command to prepare is the king or ruler because he

has power others do not have.

384 - Recorded by Muslim: 1917, Abu Dawud: 2514, ibn Majah:
2813, Ahmad: 4/157, At-Tabarani: 17/911, Abu Ya'la: 1743, and
Al-Baihaqi: 10/13.

385 - Nazm Ad-Durar: 8/314.

386 - Al-Furusiyyah Al-Muhammadiyyah: 84.
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The ruler is in charge of his subordinates and is thus
their protector and trustee. Battling the enemy is the
greatest form of protection to sustain the existence of
the Muslims.

The country's treasury is under the command of the
ruler, who can allocate whatever necessary for the

process of preparation.
The ruler is capable of mobilizing armies.

The enemy wishes to overthrow the ruler. Preparation

of the army serves to stabilize rulership.

Reluctance to prepare for the protection of Islam and
its adoptees is sheer disobedience to Allah's command,
gross negligence, abandonment of Allah, and a token
of evil. This, unfortunately, is happening today, and to
Allah we belong and to Allah we return.

We must never forget that many Islamic rulers today
have large armies and lethal weapons; yet, they are not
willing to declare jihad for the sake of Allah. They have
betrayed Islam and Muslims. We ask Allah to set them
right, or replace them with better ones. Whenever they
do embark upon preparation it is not for the sake of
protecting Islam but to retain rulership except whom
Allah saved from doing so.
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Demonstrating Power Before The Enemy Is Sunnah

I shall not overlook here the legitimacy of
demonstrating power before the enemy whether
religious or worldly, physical or intangible. This

demonstration depends on necessity. Allah says,
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“And make ready against them all you can of
power, including steeds of war to threaten
the enemy of Allah and your enemy.” 387

And,

Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon him) and his
Companions came to Mecca. Thereupon, the
polytheists (of Mecca) said, “There will come to
you a people whom the fever has made weak.”
Allah's Messenger (peace be wupon him)
commanded them to walk quickly three circuits
and walk (in four) between the two corners. Ibn
Abbas said, “He (the Prophet) did not command

387 Soorah Al-Anfaal (8:60)
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them (the companions) to walk quickly during all

those circuits out of kindness to them.” 388

On the authority of Zaid bin Aslam from his father who

said,

“Umar bin Al-Khattab addressed the Corner
(Black Stone) saying, 'By Allah! I know that you
are a stone and can neither benefit nor harm.
Had I not seen the Prophet (peace be upon him)
touching (and kissing) you, I would never have
touched (and kissed) you.' Then he kissed it and
said, 'There is no reason for us to do ramal (i.e. a
considerably fast pace circulating around the
Kaaba) except to show off before the pagans, and
now Allah has destroyed them.' "Umar added,
‘(Nevertheless), the Prophet (peace be upon him)

did that and we will not leave it (i.e. ramal).”389

Um ’Atiyyah narrated,

“We were ordered to go out (for ’Eid) and to take
along with us the menstruating women, mature
girls, and virgins in seclusion. (Ibn ’Aun said,

"Or mature virgins staying in seclusion.”) The

388 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 1602 and Muslim: 1266. This is Al-
Bukhari's wording.
389 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 1605 and Muslim: 1270. This is Al-
Bukhari's wording.
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menstruating women were allowed to be present
at the religious gatherings and prayers of
Muslims but stayed away from the musallah

(prayer area).” 390
At-Tahawi said,

“The command of the Prophet (peace be upon
him) that the menstruating and virgin women
should go out and attend the prayer of Eid was
probably in the beginning of Islam when the
Muslims' number was small. Thus, the
command for them to go out was to magnify the
Muslims' number to make the enemy

cautious.”391

I think it appropriate to mention in this context the
famous story in the biography of Abu Bakr; when the
Prophet (peace be upon him) died, he ordered the army
to march toward Ash-Sham and refused to allow it to
stay in Al-Madinah. When the Byzantines saw the
army, they panicked, saying, "If the Muslims were
weak, they would never dispatch this (large) army."
This is despite the fact that apostasy was widespread
during this period.

390 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 981 and Muslim: 890. This is Al-
Bukhari's wording.
391 - Quoted from Al-Fath: 2/606.
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Another instance of this extraordinary power, which
stunned the great leaders of the Byzantines, is what
happened to ’Abdullah ibn Hudhafah As-Sahmee. The
Byzantine king ordered him to become a Christian and
threatened to Kkill him by plunging him into a vat full of
boiling fluid. ’Abdullah rejected his order. The king
asked him to kiss his head to be released. He rejected.
Then the king asked him to kiss his head to be
released along with eighty Muslim prisoners, and he
conceded. This is a famous story and its chain of
narration is considered sound. Check Al-Isabah:
2/296-297.

In 1427 A.H., a newspaper in Denmark published a
defaming caricature of the Prophet (peace be upon
him). Muslims worldwide did their duty to defend the
Prophet (peace be upon him), condemning the crime in
different ways and to the point of boycotting their
products, which had a great impact even in the hearts
of disbelievers who witnessed the Muslims' jealousy of
their Prophet (peace be upon him).

The resurgence of wearing the beard among Muslims
also has a great impact on our enemies. They fear
bearded men more than other Muslims in positions of
power. So the might of Muslims lies in adhering to the
truth, be that adherence complete and partial.
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The Secret Power That Grants Muslims Victory

During Hardship

Some believers are ignorant of what relieves distress,

removes harm, and repels wrath. Ibn 'Abbas narrated,
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“The Prophet (peace be upon him) said,
‘Establish a good connection with Allah in
times of ease and prosperity, and He will
remember you in times of adversity. And
know that victory comes with patience, relief
with affliction, and hardship with ease.’” 392

Al-’Allamah Ibn Rajab said,

“This hadith asserts that if a servant fears Allah,
observes His limits, and executes his duties in
times of comfort, he has established a special

connection between himself and Allah which, in

392 . Recorded by Imam Ahmad: 1/308, Al-Bayhaqy in Ash-
Shu'ab: 1074, Al-Asma was-Sifat: 75-76. This hadith is authentic
and it is Ahmad's wording.
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return, guarantees Allah’s protection in distress.
This is a special connection that guarantees
Allah’s closeness, love, and acceptance of one's
supplication. Allah will treat him with gentleness
and assistance in times of distress.”393

To discover what Allah grants those with a good
connection with Him while in a state of comfort, reflect
on what Allah informs us about His Prophet Yunus
(peace be upon him).
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“And, verily, Yunus (Jonah) was one of the
Messengers. When he ran to the laden ship,
he (agreed to) cast lots, and he was among
the losers. Then a (big) fish swallowed him for
he had done an act worthy of blame. Had he
not been of them who glorify Allah, he would

- Jami' Al-Ulum wal-Hikam: 1/472-474.
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have indeed remained inside its belly (the
fish) till the Day of Resurrection. But We cast
him forth on the naked shore while he was
sick, and We caused a plant of gourd to grow
over him, and We sent him to a hundred

thousand (people) or even more.”394

This deliverance is not only for Yunus (peace be upon
him). It is bestowed by Allah upon whomever He wills
from His believing servants. Allah says regarding

Yunus,
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“And (remember) Dhun-Nun (Jonah), when he
went off in anger, and imagined that We
would not punish him (i.e. the calamites
which had befallen him)! But he cried out in
the darkness (saying), ‘None has the right to
be worshipped but You (O Allah)), Glorified
(and Exalted) are You (above all that (evil)
they associate with You). Truly, I have been
of the wrong-doers.” So We answered his call,

- Soorah As-Saffat (37:139-147)
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and delivered him from the distress. And
thus We do deliver the believers.”395

The point is proven by Allah’s final statement, “We
deliver the believers.”

Believers are guaranteed relief from distress, removal
from harm, victory, and assistance just as the
Prophets and Messengers were granted it, and to Allah
belongs all praise and favor.

Conversely, to discover what sinning while in state of
comfort does to its doers, reflect on what Allah did to
Pharoah and his followers. Allah says,
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“And We took the Children of Israel across
the sea, and Pharaoh with his hosts followed
them in oppression and enmity, till when
drowning overtook him, he said: ‘I believe
that none has the right to be worshipped but

395 - Soorah Al-Anbiya (21:87-88)
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He, in Whom the Children of Israel believe,
and I am one of the Muslims (those who
submit to Allah’s Will).’ Now (you believe)
while you refused to believe before and you

were one of the evil-doers.”396
Allah says,
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“And We destroyed completely all the great
works and buildings which Pharaoh and his
people erected.”397

How great is establishing a good connection with Allah
in a state of comfort for every guided believer—an

opportunity for every righteous individual.

The Combination Of Physical And Spiritual
Strength Is An Extraordinary Achievement

Many scholars have interpreted the Prophet's
statement (peace be upon him),

- Soorah Yunus (10:90-91)
- Soorah Al-A’raf (7:137)
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“The strong believer is better and more beloved to
Allah...” as referencing general strength, physical and
spiritual. This opinion is preferable to the opinion that
restricts it to spiritual strength only. Physical strength
brings worldly and religious benefits as long as it
functions legitimately. There are numerous practices of
the heart and limbs that are rendered dysfunctional
owing to physical disorders caused by negligence of
healthy sports. Imam ibn Al-Qayyim said regarding
physical activities,

“All forms of physical illnesses and many of the
temperamental ones can be avoided through
habitual and adequate physical activity. Physical
activity should begin after full digestion of food
and the benefit of these activities are yielded
when the skin is flushed and lightly wet with
sweat. Activity that causes a drenching sweat is
immoderate. Any organ that participates in sport
gets stronger, especially within that sport.”398

Muslims indulge in harmful physical entertainment,
which causes apathy and results in physical disorders.
Among the best treatments for these illnesses are

398 - The Prophetic Medicine: 192.
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sports like jogging, racing, aerobics, and so on. More
details about physical sports can be found in my book
Ar-Riyadah An-Nassawiyah Mujma’' Al-Munkarat Adh-
Dhahirah wal-Khafiyyah.

Care For Righteous Poor People Is Among The
Underlying Reasons For The Muslims' Strength And
Victory Against Their Enemies

Abu Ad-Darda' said, 1 heard the Messenger of Allah

(peace be upon him) say,
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“Bring me the weak, for you only receive
provision and Divine support by virtue of

your weak ones.”’”399

The following hadith illustrates the description of the
weak intended by the previous hadith.

It is narrated from Mus'ab bin Sa'd, from his father,
that he thought he was better than other Companions

399 - Recorded by Abu Dawud: 2594, An-Nasa'i: 3179, At-
Tirmidhi: 1702, ibn Hibban: 4767, Ahmad: 22363, and Al-Hakim:
2/106. This hadith is authentic.
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of the Prophet (peace be upon him). The Prophet of
Allah (peace be upon him) said,
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“Allah supports this nation only by virtue of
the weak individuals and by their
supplication, their prayer, and their
sincerity.”

Anas bin Malik narrated,

“There were two brothers during the time of the
Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him). One of
them used to come to the Prophet (peace be
upon him), and the other had some business.
The businessman among them complained to
the Prophet (peace be upon him) about his
brother, so he said,
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‘Perhaps you are provided for because of

him.’”400

400 - Recorded by At-Tirmidhi: 2516. This hadith is authentic.
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O nation! Observe the rights of the poor people who
adhere to the Sunnah, for the righteous poor person is
better than a world full of corrupt elite.

Sahl narrated,
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“A man passed by Allah’s Messenger (peace be
upon him) and Allah’s Messenger asked (his
companions), ‘What do you say about this
(man)?’ They replied ‘If he asks for a lady's
hand, he ought to be given her in marriage; and
if he intercedes (for someone) his intercession

should be accepted; and if he speaks, he should
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be listened to.’ Allah’s Messenger (peace be upon
him) kept silent, and then a man from among
the poor Muslims passed by, an Allah's
Messenger asked (them), ‘What do you say
about this man?’ They replied, If he asks for a
lady's hand in marriage he does not deserve to
be married, and if he intercedes (for someone),
his intercession should not be accepted; and if
he speaks, he should not be listened to.' Allah's
Messenger (peace be upon him) said, ‘This poor
man is better than an earth full of the first
man.’” 401

The Islamic nation gains its provision by virtue of the
supplication of the poor righteous people and their
sincerity to their Lord. O Islamic nation! Do not be
deceived by the misconception directed by the enemies
of Islam against the Muslims in an attempt to deceive
us into squandering our own resources. O poor
person! Observe righteousness and wish for no
alternative to it, for you occupy a great position in
Islam. Feel proud of your righteousness and forbear
the nation’s negligence of your person, and Allah will
indeed facilitate and ease matters for you.

401 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 5091.
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Worldly Weakness Of The Believers Is Harmless As
Long As They Conform To Their Religion

The propagators and callers to Islam are most likely to
suffer from financial insufficiency and other worldly
weaknesses. However, this does not diminish their

status and is rather a noteworthy quality.

Al-Bukhari recorded from the authority of ibn 'Abbas
(may Allah be pleased with them both) regarding the
incident of Abu Sufyaan and Heraclius when he asked
Abu Sufyan several questions, among them, “Do the
nobles or the ordinary weak people followed him [i.e.
the Messenger (peace be upon him?)]” to which Abu
Sufyan responded, “The ordinary weak people and they
are the followers of the Messengers.”402

Sa'ad ibn Abi Waqqgas narrated,

N AP S A P AP AT N o
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“The Messenger of Allah (peace be upon him)
said, ‘You only receive provision and Divine
support by virtue of your weak ones.’”403

402 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 7.
403 - Recorded by Al-Bukhari: 2896.
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How great and beneficial are the advantages gained
through poor righteous people. The signs of following
the messengers are asceticism in the worldly life and
eagerness for the hereafter; may Allah include us from

them.
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CHAPTER 5: REFUTATION OF COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS

Misconceptions that discourage the believers from
rising to support the truth are among the underlying
causes of weakness. Refuting and eradicating them is
a religious duty. Allah says,
(6 35 LT T FLAE )
“Nay, We fling (send down) the truth (this

Quran) against the falsehood (disbelief), so it
destroys it, and behold, it (falsehood) is

vanquished.” 404

The First Misconception:

Some dispirited Muslims wonder, where is Allah's

assistance to the believers, as He states,
QOES A fe g

“and (as for) the believers it was incumbent

upon Us to help (them)?” 405

404 - Soorah Al-Anbiya (21:18)
405 - Spoorah Ar-Rum (30:47)
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Muslims are suffering defeat while the Qur’an asserts,

¥ T 5SS a2 ST G )
(5

“But honor, power and glory belong to Allah,
His Messenger (Muhammad peace be upon
him), and the believers, but the hypocrites
know not.” 406

So why are Muslims suffering from humiliation and
degradation instead of glory and honor?

Also the Qur’an says,
£ ) 5,0 50 B GV 2 55

“And never will Allah grant to the
disbelievers a way (to triumph) over the
believers.”407

- Soorah Al-Munafiqun (63:8)
- Soorah An-Nisa (4:141)
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Today the disbelievers have overpowered the believers,
destroyed their land and their peoples, and taken their
homes and wealth. Why?

This misconception is a major danger to its adoptees.
It led them to doubt Allah's promise, wisdom, and
words. It springs from misunderstanding the
aforementioned verses. The word “believers” in the
verse is believed by the questioners to encompass all
(of the Islamic nation) including hypocrites,
innovators, rulers who do not rule with what Allah
prescribed, and allies of the enemies of Allah. They fail
to understand that those addressed in the
aforementioned verses are the perfect believers, not the
believers in general. The evidences are as follows.

There are numerous verses that combine iman with

good deeds, as in Allah's saying,
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“Allah has promised those among you who
believe and do righteous good deeds, that He
will grant them succession to (the present
rulers) in the earth, as He granted it to those
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before them, and that He will grant them the
authority to practice their religion, that
which He has chosen for them (i.e. Islam).
And He will surely give them in exchange a
safe security after their fear (provided) they
(believers) worship Me and do not associate
anything (in worship) with Me.” 408

Sometimes these verses combine iman with good deeds
and other times comes in a conditional form. Allah
says,
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“Whoever works righteousness, whether male
or female, while he (or she) is a true believer
(of Islamic Monotheism) verily, to him We
will give a good life.”409

And,

sy £ TR S 28 Al s o o o2
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408 - Soorah An-Nur (24:55)
409 - Soorah An-Nahl (16:97)
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“So whoever does righteous good deeds while
he is a believer (in the Oneness of Allah
Islamic Monotheism), his efforts will not be

rejected.”410

Good deeds are achieved by obeying commands and
avoiding prohibitions. Whenever these two are
implemented, the believers are qualified to earn Allah’s
assistance, as seen in the companions' victories in

many battles against the disbelievers.

There are also verses that mention Allah’s punishment
of the companions when they partially disobeyed the
Prophet. Allah says,

T 7 a4 > b X P4 522 . ,),//// > )9
L.f,ﬁ\ s JAza \

“And Allah did indeed fulfil His Promise to
you when you were killing them (your enemy)
with His Permission; until (the moment) you
lost your courage and fell to disputing about
the order, and disobeyed after He showed you
(of the booty) which you love. Among you are

- Soorah Al-Anbiya (21:94)
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And,

And,

some that desire this world and some that
desire the Hereafter.”411
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“(What is the matter with you?) When a
single disaster smites you, although you
smote (your enemies) with one twice as great,
you say: “From where does this come to us?”
Say (to them), “It is from yourselves (because
of your evil deeds).”412
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“Those of you who turned back on the day
the two hosts met (i.e. the battle of Uhud), it
was Shaitan (Shaitan) who caused them to
backslide (run away from the battlefield)

- Soorah Al-Tmran (3:152)
- Soorah Al-Tmran (3:165)
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because of some (sins) they had earned. But
Allah, indeed, has forgiven them.”413

These verses narrate what happened to the
companions during the battle of Uhud: their fleeing
empowered the disbelievers against them so that
seventy of them were killed. The reason for this loss
was the dispute that occurred among the companions
on the mountain who descended from it in order to
collect the booty, although the Messenger (peace be
upon him) ordered them to remain on the mountain
and not descend under any circumstances. Most of
them descended, disobeying the Messenger (peace be
upon him), which resulted in eventual loss. Likewise
was the initial flight during the beginning of the battle
of Hunain of many Muslims caused by the over-

confidence of the large Muslim army. Allah says,
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“And on the Day of Hunain (battle) when you
rejoiced at your great number but it availed

you naught and the earth, vast as it is, was

413 Soorah Al-Tmran (3:155)
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straitened for you, then you turned back in
flight.” 414

The companions themselves suffered from the
aforementioned punishment, discipline, and delay of
victory or even defeat although they had strong iman
due to their migration, assistance, jihad, and charity
for the sake of Allah. So lack of victory is the destiny of
believers with weaknesses, let alone serious
weaknesses and high levels of deviation as is
experienced by generations of Muslims today.

The statements of scholars correlate Allah’s victory
with adherence to the religion. Sheikh Al-Islam ibn
Taymiyyah said,

“Allah granted Muslims victory against their
enemy after they rectified their affairs and truly
sought help in Allah. The Tartars had never been
defeated in such a manner before. This (only)
happened after the Muslims returned to
monotheism and obeyed Allah and His
Messenger; for indeed Allah grants victory to His
Messenger and the believers in this life and the

one to come.”415

414 - Soorah At-Taubah (9:25)
415 - Al-Istighathah: 2 /738.
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Ibn Al-Qayyim said,

“Decisive victory and complete assistance are
provided for the people who maintain perfect

iman. Allah says,

‘Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our
messengers and those who believe (in the
Oneness of Allah Islamic Monotheism) in this
world's life and on the Day when the
witnesses will stand forth, (i.e. Day of

Resurrection).’416

“And Allah says,
{ (W o B i g o i

‘So We gave power to those who believed
against their enemies, and they became the

uppermost.’417 The level of assistance and
victory is equal to the level of iman. So the

misconception regarding Allah's saying,

416 - Soorah Ghafir (40:51)
417 - Soorah As-Saff (61:14)
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‘And never will Allah grant to the disbelievers
a way (to triumph) over the believers.’ has

been resolved."418

Al-’Allamah Al-Shingiti commented on Allah’s saying,

s
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“Those (Muslim rulers) who, if We give them
power in the land, (they) order for performing
the five compulsory congregational (prayers),
to pay the Zakat and they enjoin al-ma’ruf (i.e.
Islamic Monotheism and all that Islam orders
one to do), and forbid al-munkar (i.e. disbelief,
polytheism and all that Islam has forbidden),”

419 gs follows.

“This verse proves that those who don't establish
the prayers, pay Zakat, or enjoin good and forbid
evil are absolutely proscribed from any promise
of victory from Allah. They are like the employee

418 - Jghathatul Al-Lahfan: 2/913.
419 - Soorah Al-Hajj (22:41)
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who never did any work for his employer and
then approached him to acquire his fees.
Muslims who commit all kinds of sins and then
claim Allah will grant them victory are deluded
because they are not part of the sect promised

victory.”420
As-Sa’di commented on Allah's saying,

A
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“Allah has promised those who believe (Islamic
Monotheism) and do deeds of righteousness; that
for them there is forgiveness and a great reward,”

421 g5 follows.

“The forefront and earlier generatibn of this
nation had attained an unattainable level of
imdn and good deeds; therefore, Allah
empowered them over other countries and they
conquered lands stretching from the Far East to
the Far West. Full security and empowerment
were established. This stands as one of Allah's

exquisite and extraordinary signs.

“So it will remain until the establishment of the
Day of Judgment. Whenever Muslims observe

420 - Adwa Al-Bayan: 7/451-452.
- Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:9)
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iman and good deeds, Allah's promise will be
effective immediately. On the other hand, Allah
sends the disbeliever and hypocrites against
Muslims and humiliates them occasionally due
to the Muslims' breach of iman and good

deeds.”422

There are also modern factors contributing to the
defeat of the Muslims by their enemies.

Allegiance with the enemies against other Muslims
while the Muslim armies were idle occurred among the
Arabian rulers adjacent to Palestine. The Arabian
armies had insufficient ammunition against the Israeli
army and no orders to combat at the time when the
hostile enemy was bombing and invading the county.
How could they expect victory when the situation is
thus? There are other examples identical to what
happened in Palestine.

Some Muslim rulers depend on the enemy to fund
battles who sometimes delay funding until they are
defeated or stipulate conditions that cripple the
Muslim army which evehtually leads to their defeat.

Some Muslim rulers made treaties with non-Muslim
countries for weaponry supplies during combat. The

422 - Tafsir As-Sa’di: 573.
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enemy schemes to hinder fulfillment of this agreement,

potentially leading to defeat.

There are several other reasons besides those
mentioned above. However, there is a desperate need
for correct understanding of the Qur’an and Sunnah.
Muslims should be eager to achieve this and know
with certainty that among the major reasons for our
enemies' empowerment over us is our disunity and
division into quarreling parties that fight Muslims and
aid non-Muslims. We should reconsider our own souls

and scrutinize our violations of the religion of Allah.

The Second Misconception: Questioning The
Efforts Of The Adherents To The Sunnah

Adherents to the religion strive to conduct some form
of reformation with the aid of other reformers. Some
people who suffer from poor understanding and lack of
righteous deeds say these efforts are useless in this
time of overwhelming corruption and other such
dispiriting statements. These people should be
concerned with themselves, as there is no way they
can hold back the righteous. The goodness they strive
for has numerous benefits.
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Their efforts to establish the evidence aims to
accomplish the mission of the scholars and callers'
mission (i.e. of conveying the truth).

Guidance comes to whomever Allah wishes. Goodness
may spread widely in some areas and to a lesser extent

in others. Allah says,
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“Why do you preach to a people whom Allah
is about to destroy or to punish with a severe
torment?’ (The preachers) said, ‘In order to
be free from guilt before your Lord (Allah),
and perhaps they may fear Allah.’” 423

The caller to goodness should be a positive role model
and avoid being a negative one, to benefit the present
and future. Ponder on Allah’s praise of the positive role
model. Allah says,
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423 - Soorah Al-A’raf (7:164)
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“Not all of them are alike. A party of the
people of the Scripture stand for the right;
they recite the Verses of Allah during the
hours of the night, prostrating themselves in
prayer. They believe in Allah and the Last
they (Islamic
Monotheism,
Muhammad) and forbid al-munkar (all forms
of evil and disobedience); and they hasten to
(all) good works; and they are among the

Day; enjoin alma’ruf

and following Prophet

righteous. And whatever good they do,
nothing will be rejected of them for Allah

knows well those who are the pious.”424

Submit to Allah and accept His destiny in respect to
(the fact that) truth and falsehood are in an ongoing

battle until the Day of Judgment.

The goodness Allah facilitates by means of those who
initiate it is (the result of) a form of jihad for the sake

of Allah, empowering the Islamic law, and a necessity

424 - Soorah Al-Imran (3:133-115)
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for justice to prevail. Hence, reformers must persist in
their efforts.

Note the glory of truth visible in its adopters. The
adherents of Allah's religion are proud of the truth
they embody and are not proud of the pre-Islamic
period. They are triumphant over the devils among the
humans and jinn, although these strive to stop them
and whisper to divert them into joining corrupt

actions.

Their ranks are elevated before Allah, as they honor
the truth and spare no efforts in spreading it. They
join Allah’s servants, friends, and those granted victory

in this life and the hereafter. Allah says,
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e ° (T 9& . s 4 PP P PN 4
LN 105 o Sl L Y 1 () AGAN

“Verily, We will indeed make victorious Our
Messengers and those who believe, in this
world's life and on the Day when the
witnesses will stand forth (i.e. Day of
Resurrection)}—the Day when their excuses
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will be of no profit to zalimoon (polytheists,
wrong-doers and disbelievers in the Oneness
of Allah). Theirs will be the curse, and theirs
will be the evil abode.” 425

Those with this misconception can be supposed to
reply that they desire the same degree of (aid and
victory) as granted during the rightly guided khulafa,
and any efforts for the sake of Islam are not worth
(anything less). This is sheer ignorance of Allah's laws
and of the Shari’ah’s assertions regarding the change
of the state of the Muslims. This misconception
renders its adopters the most disabled and failed of all
Muslims, and the least in acts of goodness. Indeed,
how great is understanding the religion and returning

to knowledge.

The Third Misconception: Surrender To The
Current Modern Situation

The adopters of this misconception claim there is no
da’wah except with a party because our world today is

based on partisanship. They claim that to keep abreast
with the modern civilization, obeying Allah’s

commands is unnecessary. They also maintain that

425 _ Soorah Al-Ghafir (40:51-52)
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the caller cannot be successful unless if he adjusts
himself to fit with the enemy (system).

This assumption involves lying on what Allah and His
Messenger peace be upon him stated, because they
believe this methodology to be an intrinsic part of
Islam. However, it opposes their mission as callers to
the message of Allah and His Messenger (peace be
upon him) and practice according to the Islamic law,

instead making them the legislators. Allah says,

“And if he (the Prophet) had invented false
sayings concerning Us, We surely should have
seized him by his right hand, and then
certainly should have cut off his life artery,
and none of you could withhold Us from
(punishing) him,”426

The believers should know—especially scholars and
callers to Allah—that they are not authorized to
change Allah's laws as if deities along with Allah.

426 - Soorah Al-Haqgah (69:44-47)
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This type of methodology also satisfies the disbelievers'
desires. Conceding to their way is a serious danger to
the conceder. Allah says,
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“Verily, they were about to tempt you away
from that which We have revealed (the Quran)
unto you (O Muhammad peace be upon him),
to fabricate something other than it against
Us, and then they would certainly have taken
you as a friend. And had We not made you
stand firm, you would nearly have inclined to
them a little. In that case, We would have
made you taste a double portion (of
punishment) in this life and a double portion

(of punishment) after death. And then you
would have found none to help you against

Us. 2427

- Soorah Al-Isra (17:73-75)
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The enemies of Islam eagerly desire that we concede to

(any evil) they practice even if it costs them dearly.

If this door were to be opened, some people would feel
free to take the maximum pleasures (from the worldly
life). It renders prohibitions lawful, facilitates
neglecting the commands, breaks down allegiance to
Muslims and disloyalty to disbelievers, and promotes
unity of religions. Islam and Muslims would never be
able to become healthy merged with the disbelievers.
Indecency and heresy would emerge and overpower
decent and righteous people. Muslims would be in
utter chaos and Islam would never recover or have a

position anywhere.

Imitating  disbelievers results in  unpleasant
consequences as is the reality today. Crises erupt from
anyone doing such. Consider the following examples of

scholars who imitate the disbelievers.

Al-Qaradawi's imitation of the enemies reached the
point where his deviation pushed him to promote unity
of religions, which is a call to apostasy. So what good
could be possibly expected from such imitation? I have
written a book that has been published regarding his
deviation called Tabseer Al-Hayara Mawaqif Al-
Qaradawi min Al-Yahood wa Al-Nassara.
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The Egyptian 'Amr Khalid is considered a spokesman
of the Western countries and an enemy to Muslims. He
promotes corruption under the name of Islam. I've
unveiled his reality in a book named Ianat Al-'’Amajid
fee Bayan Hal 'Amr Khalid. Many scholars and callers
have exposed him. He has two colleagues, the most
evil of them Tareq As-Suwaydan, who is not only a
promoter of the West but also a malicious Shi’a germ.
It would be better for a Muslim to be afflicted with any
form of evil other than that of the Shi’a. The second is
Al-Jafiri, who is not only a caller to Western corruption
but a caller to tasawwuf involving serious innovations.
I have authored a number of books exposing his evil
tasawwuf. Some Arabian rulers were deceived by him
and let him promote his deviation. I ask Allah to guide
them to recognize his misguidance and to aid them in

checking him.

Fourth Misconception:

Some who are negligent in adhering to Islam say
resisting desires and pursuing reformation by

discouraging wrong and enjoining good is suicidal.

The verse,
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“And do not throw yourselves into destruction,”428
was not revealed concerning those who spread the
truth and call people towards it, either by its context of
revelation or its general meaning. It is mentioned in
Sahih Al-Bukhari on the authority of Hudhaifah, who
said, “It was revealed concerning spending in Allah’s

cause.”429
Aslam bin 'Imran At-Tujibi narrated,

“We were in a Roman city when a large column
of Romans approached us. So about the same
number or more of the Muslims approached
them. The commander of the people of Egypt
was 'Ugbah bin 'Amir, and the spokesman was
Fadalah bin 'Ubaid. One of the Muslims reached
the Romans and went amidst them, so the
people began crying out, ‘Subhan Allah! He has
committed suicide!” Abu Ayyub Al-Ansari said,
'O people, you are giving this interpretation for
this verse, while it was only revealed about us,
the people among the Ansar, when Allah made
Islam strong and increased its supporters. Some
of us secretly said to each other, outside of the
presence of the Messenger of Allah (peace be
upon him): “Our wealth has been ruined and

428 - Soorah Al-Bagarah (2:195)
429 - Al-Bukhari: 4516.
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Allah has strengthened Islam and increased its
supporters. If we (now) tend to our wealth then
what we lost of it shall be revitalized for us.” So
Allah, Blessed and Most High, revealed (a verse)
to His Prophet (peace be upon him), rebuking

our words thus,

“And spend in the cause of Allah, and do not
throw yourselves into destruction.”430 So the
destruction was tending to the wealth and
maintaining it.” Abu Ayyub did not cease
traveling in Allah's cause until he was buried in

the land of the Romans.” 431

Abi Jabirat Ad-Dahhak (may Allah be pleased with

him) said,

“Al-Ansar used to spend and gave out plenty for
the sake of Allah. Later, they were stricken by a
year of drought, after which they withheld
(spending). Then Allah sent down, ‘And do not
throw yourself into destruction.’”432

An-Nu'man ibn Bashir (may Allah be pleased with both

of them) said regarding this verse,

430 - Soorah Al-Baqarah (2:195)

431 . Recorded by At-Tirmidhi: 2972, abu Dawud: 2512, At-
Tayalisi: 599, ibn Hibban: 4711, Al-Baihaqgi: 9/45, and Al-Hakim:
2//84-85. It is rendered authentic by Al-Hakim, Al-Albani and
our sheikh Al-Wad'i in Sahih Al-Musnad min Asbab An-Nuzul: 19.
432 - Recorded by At-Tabari: 22/390. It is authentic.
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“A man used to sin and say, ‘Allah will never
forgive me.” Then Allah revealed ‘And do not
throw yourself into destruction.’”433

There is another similar hadith narrated by Al-Baraa
and its chain of transmission is graded as authentic by
Al-Hafidh ibn Hajjar in Al-Fath: 9/251. Therefore, the
word “destruction” in the verse clearly indicates
abstaining from what Allah obligated such as spending
for His sake, jihad, and repentance. The apparent
explanation of the verse is abstaining from spending
for jihad and especially someone who is not engaged in

(obligatory) jihad without a valid reason, as Allah says,
25 D Al S e o A @)
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“Verily, Allah has purchased of the believers
their lives and their properties; for the price
that theirs shall be the Paradise.”434

Thus, this misconception is caused by a major
misunderstanding, since true understanding would

433 - Recorded by Al-Wahidi in Asbab An-Nuzul: 38, Al-Baihaqi in
Ash-Shu'ab: 7092. Our sheikh Al-Wadi'i stated in Sahih Al-
Musnad min Asbab Al-Nuzul page (20}): “This hadith's transmitters
are those found in the authentic collections.”

434 - Soorah At-Taubah (9:111)
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lead to aiding and encouraging a reformer. Certainly,
even while enjoining goodness and forbidding evil, one
should not willfully suffer unbearable aggression. Abu
Bakr ibn Al-’Arabi noted,

“Enjoining good and forbidding evil is a
fundamental principle in .religion. It is the
greatest purpose behind the message of the
Messengers. It is an obligation upon every
person on the condition that capability and

security are ensured.”435

So whoever is capable should proceed according to his

ability.

The Fifth Misconception:

Some people say, “One should reform oneself and
abandon people,” taking Allah's saying, “O you who
believe! Take care of your ownselves,”436 as a proof,
believing their understanding of the verse has a
precedent with the companions; however, this is

incorrect.

Qais bin Abu Hazim narrated:

435 - Quoted from As-Siraj Al-Munir fi Tartib Ahadith Al-dami As-
Saghir: 1/72.
436 - Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:105)
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“Abu Bakr stood up and praised and glorified
Allah, then he said: ‘O people, you recite this
Verse— “O you who believe! Take care of your
own selves. If you follow the (right) guidance
no hurt can come to you from those who are
in error.”#37—put I heard the Messenger of
Allah (peace be upon him) say: “If people see
some evil (among the people around them)
but do not change it, soon Allah will send His
punishment upon them all.”’”438

This hadith is sufficient for the seeker of truth;
however, the following statements of the scholars add
to the proof.

Ibn 'Atiyyah said, “This verse should not be opposed by
any command prescribed by Allah in other verses like

being just and enjoining good.”439

Ibn Kathir said, “This verse doesn't suggest refraining
from enjoining good or forbidding evil by any

means.”440

Ash-Shingqiti said,

437 - Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:105)

438 - Recorded by Imam Ahmad: 1/5, Abu Dawud: 338, At-
Tirmidhi: 2168, and ibn Majah: 4005. This hadith is authentic in
both of its versions as mawquf and elevated as mentioned in Al-
'Nlal by Ad-Daraqutni: 1/249.

439 - Tafsir ibn '‘Atiyyah: 5/76.

440 _ Tafsir ibn Kathir: 3/212.
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“The ignorant may misconceive this verse to lift
the obligation of enjoining good and forbidding
evil. Yet, the verse implies doing so after one has
already exerted the maximum efforts available,
as is indicated by ‘if you follow the right
guidance,” since whoever abandons enjoining
good is not guided. Hudhaifah adopts this
position as does Sa'id ibn Al-Musayyib, as
recorded by Al-Alusi, and ibn Jareer in his
Tafsir. Al-Qurtubi recorded it from the authority
of Sa'id ibn Al-Musayyib and Abi 'Ubayd Al-
Qasim ibn Sallam. A similar statement is
attributed to a group of the companions
including ibn ’Amr and Ibn Mas'ud, recorded by

ibn Jarir."441

Ibn Al-Jdawzi commented on this verse,

“Since Allah censured, in the previous verse,
their imitation of their forefathers (i.e. those who
violated Allah's commands), Allah apprises them
in the verse under discussion that the
accountable person is accounted for his own
actions and the misguidance of others will not
harm him if he is guided. This so they would
realize that the misguidance of their forefathers

indicates no reward or punishment for them.

441 - Adwa Al-Bayan: 2/129.
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“Interestingly, the relationship between these
two verses makes clear that the issue of
enjoining good and forbidding evil is entirely
irrelevant. This stands as the best interpretation
of this verse.” 442

Thus, evidences of the obligation to enjoin good and
forbid evil for every believer are plenty, all stipulating
capability and security, as mentioned above.

This verse addresses and commands all believers every
time, everywhere, and in every situation from the time
of the companions to reform themselves. This can only
be achieved by enjoining good and forbidding evil.
Believers who abandon these without a valid cause
violate Allaah’s commands and oppose this verse.
Furthermore, if implementing this verse were to be
confined to this misunderstanding, Islam would have
diminished and evil and turmoil would have prevailed,
and May Allah save us (from that).

Triumph and sufficiency with Allah, in which case the
enemy is rendered harmless, cannot be achieved as
stated in the verse except by enjoining good and
forbidding evil because the enemy never will despair of

corrupting the believers when they witness their

442 - Nawasikh Al-Qur'an: 151.
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adherence, observance, and defense of their religion.

The proof is,
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“This day, those who disbelieved have given up
all hope of your religion.”443

This despair of corrupting the religion of the believers
occurred during the time of the companions, who were
totally committed to the religion of Allah. They were
the most observant of believers in respect to enjoining
good and forbidding evil. This proves that enjoining
good and forbidding evil is among the causes of

obtaining victory. Allah says,
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“Verily, Allah will help those who help His

(Cause). Those who, if We give them power in

- Soorah Al-Ma’idah (5:3)

L3799



CHAPTER 5: REFUTATION OF COMMON
MISCONCEPTIONS

the land, establish worship and pay the poor
due and enjoin good and forbid evil.” 444

Al-’Allamah Ash-Shingiti commented on, “if We give
them power in the land,”

“This verse unequivocally states that the
promised victory from Allah will never be granted
except by establishing the prayer, paying zakat,
enjoining good, and forbidding evil. As for those
granted power while they are negligent of
establishing prayer, paying zakat, enjoining good
and forbidding evil, they are not granted the
promised victory from Allah. They are not from
His party or His friends; rather they belong to
the party of the devil and his friends. If they
were to implore Allah's victory based on Allah’s
promise, they would resemble the laborer who
requests fees after refusing to do what he has
been hired to do; and whoever is like this is

insane.”445
Muhammad Rashid Rida commented on this verse,

“Due to the embodiment of the four
aforementioned characteristics, Muslims were

able to lead conquests (to triumph) and nations

444 - Soorah Al-Hajj (22:40-41)
445 - Adwa Al-Bayan: 5/766.
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voluntarily surrendered to them. When Muslims
abandoned these four, most of the land under
their dominion was taken away, while the rest is
close to the same if the Muslims do not repent to
their Lord and turn to His guidance, especially
by establishing those principles.” 446

If Muslims were to abandon enjoining good and
forbidding evil, the indecent and disbelieving would
call them to their misguidance and evil, and their
religious safety mentioned in the verse would not be
achieved. Muslims who are negligent of this issue are
followers of the enemies of Islam and fight against
many aspects of goodness. Thus, acting according to
this misunderstanding will bring a serious danger

upon believers.

The greatest distinguishing characteristic of the
Islamic nation from the other nations is enjoining good
and forbidding evil, as is known. If the Islamic nation
were to abandon it, it would lose its greatness and
distinction. The great number of the benefits acquired

from it are only counted by Allah.

446 - Tafsir Al-Manar: 10/542. Muhammad Rashid Rida is one of
the students of the misguided Egyptian Muhammad 'Abdu. He
was influenced by him in the discipline of creed. As a result, there
were many errors in some of his works. For more illustration,
check Rudud Ahlal-Tim °Ala-t-Ta'inin fi hadith As-Sihr by our
Sheikh Al-Wadi'i and the book Hayat Al-'Albani by Ash-Shaybani:
1/401.
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The end of the treatise

All praise is due to Allah
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