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In the Name of Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful

All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of all creation. May peace and blessings be upon our
noble Prophet, his family, and all his companions.

O Allah, teach us what will benefit us, benefit us with what You have taught us, and increase
us in knowledge and righteous deeds. O Allah, the Teacher of Ibrahim—teach us. O Granter
of understanding to Sulayman—grant us understanding. O Allah, illuminate our hearts and

grant us deep comprehension of Your religion.

To proceed:

It was narrated by Anas ibn Malik—may Allah be pleased with him—that the Messenger of
Allah (%) said:
“Seeking knowledge is an obligation upon every Muslim.”

The scholars of Islam have explained that the knowledge referred to in this hadith is the
knowledge that every Muslim must acquire—such as knowing how to pray, fast, give zakah,
and fulfill the other essential acts of worship. Among the most critical of this knowledge is
the correct belief in the creed that Allah revealed in the Qur’an and conveyed through the
authentic Sunnah of the Prophet £.

Without the proper creed, one’s actions are at risk of being nullified. Allah ¥ said:
“And We shall turn to whatever deeds they did, and We shall make them as scattered
floating particles of dust.” [Surah Al-Furqgan: 23]

The first mission of every Messenger was to call his people to Tawhid and to correct their
belief. Allah % said:
“O my people! Worship Allah! You have no other deity besides Him.” [Surah Al-A‘raf: 59]

When the Prophet ¥ was sent to Makkah, he began with the call to Tawhid. He spent
thirteen years correcting the beliefs of Quraysh. It was only after his migration that most of
the acts of worship were legislated.

Correct belief is the foundation upon which all acts of worship are built. This is why every
Prophet began with the call to Tawhid and the rectification of belief. The creed serves as the
pillar of the religion—if the foundation is weak, everything built upon it will inevitably
crumble.



Ibn ‘Abbas—may Allah be pleased with him—narrated that when the Prophet % sent
Mu‘adh to Yemen, he told him:

“You are going to a people from the People of the Book. The first thing you should call them
to is to testify that none has the right to be worshipped except Allah, and that [ am the
Messenger of Allah. If they accept that, then inform them that Allah has obligated upon them
five prayers in every day and night.”

This hadith emphasizes the importance of calling to the correct creed and learning it
thoroughly—because every deed depends upon sound belief.

With this in mind, we saw benefit in translating the creed of our righteous predecessors. We
ask Allah to make this work a source of benefit, to support us in our efforts to spread the
correct belief, and to accept it from us as a continuous charity (sadaqah jariyah)—as the
Prophet # said:

“When a person dies, his deeds come to an end except for three: continuous charity,
beneficial knowledge, or a righteous child who prays for him.” [Muslim]

And Allah # knows best.

Written by: Abu Ibraheem Talha Ahmed
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Biography of Al-Imam Abu Bakr Al-Humaidi (May Allah have mercy on him)

His Name and Lineage:

Abu Bakr Abdullah ibn al-Zubayr ibn Isa ibn Ubaydullah al-Qurashi al-Asadi al-Humaidi al-
Makki.

Background:

He was an imam, a scholar, a jurist, and the Sheikh of the Haram (Makkah). He was a
trustworthy memorizer of hadith and a jurist who was one of the foremost companions of
the great scholar Sufyan ibn Uyayna. The biographical accounts do not specify the year of
his birth, but it is known that he was born in Mecca and grew up there. He studied under the
foremost hadith memorizer and the imam of his time, Sufyan ibn Uyayna, being the most
distinguished of his disciples, having memorized ten thousand hadiths from him. Al-Shafi’i
said, "He memorized ten thousand hadiths from Sufyan ibn Uyayna."

His Teachers:

- Sufyan ibn Uyayna

- Waki' ibn al-Jarrah

- Al-Walid ibn Muslim
- Ya'la ibn Ubayd

- Al-Imam Ash-Shafi’i

His Students:

- Al-Imam Al-Bukhari

- Abu Hatim Ar-Razi

- Abu Zur'ah Ar-Razi

- Muhammad ibn Yahya al-Dhuhli
- Bishr ibn Musa al-Asadi

Narrations of his hadith can be found in Sahih al-Bukhari, Sahih Muslim, Sunan Abi Dawood,
Sunan an-Nasa’i, and Jami' at-Tirmidhi.
His Creed:

Al-Humaidi included in the last chapter of his *Musnad* a section titled “Usool As-Sunnah”
(Principles of the Sunnah), where he outlined his beliefs in accordance with the doctrine of



Ahl al-Sunnah. From what he mentioned:

- He defined faith as both a statement and an action, which can increase and decrease.

- He expressed respect, reverence, and prayer for all the companions of Prophet Muhammad
().

- He affirmed that the Quran is the speech of Allah.

- He affirmed the names and attributes of Allah.

- He rejected and refuted the beliefs and actions of the Khawarij.

His treatise makes clear that he was a leader of Ahl as-Sunnah wa’l-Jama'ah in his time. His
status is further affirmed by the fact that he was a student of Sufyan ibn Uyayna and al-
Shafi’i, and a teacher of Al-Bukhari, Abu Hatim, and Abu Zur'ah—leaders of Ahl as-Sunnah
wa’l-Jama’'ah.

His Status Among Scholars:

- Imam Ahmad said, "Al-Humaidi is an imam for us."

- Abu Hatim said, "The most reliable person in relation to Sufyan ibn Uyayna was al-
Humaidi," and added, "He was a trustworthy imam."

- Ya'qub ibn Sufyan said, "Al-Humaidi narrated to us, and | have not met anyone more
sincere for Islam and its people than him."

- Muhammad ibn Ishaq al-Marzuki reported that Ishaq ibn Rahawayh said, "The imams of
our time are al-Shafi’i, al-Humaidi, and Abu Ubaid."

- Ibn Hibban said, "He was a man of Sunnah, virtue, and religion."

He passed away in the year 219 AH (838 CE), and he is the first person mentioned in Sahih
al-Bukhari.

References:

Al-Jarh wa At-Ta'dil, Siyar Alam an-Nubala’, Tahdhib at-Tahdhib.

Prepared and compiled by: Abu Ayyub Abuzar Ahmed
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[Belief'in Divine Decree]

1- The Sunnah with us is that an individual must believe in Qadar (Divine
Decree), its good and its bad, its sweetness and its bitterness. He must know that
whatever afflicts him was never going to miss him, and whatever misses him
was never going to afflict him. And all of this is Allah’s decree.
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[Iman Is Statement And Action; It Increases And Decreases]

2- Imaan consists of statement and action, and it increases and decreases. A
statement is of no benefit unless accompanied by action, and neither statement
nor action is valid except with intention. Furthermore, neither statement, action,
nor intention is acceptable unless it conforms to the Sunnah.
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[Praising The Companions]

3-It 1s from the Sunnah to invoke Allah’s mercy upon all the Companions of
Muhammad £, for Allah, the Almighty, said:

“And those who come after them say: Our Lord, forgive us and our brothers
who preceded us in faith.” (Al-Hashr 10)
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[Praising The Companions]

So, whoever insults or belittles them -or even a single one of them- is not upon
the Sunnah and has no share in the fai’. Many have reported from Malik ibn
Anas that he said: “Allah divided the fai’ and said: ‘For the poor emigrants who
were expelled from their homes...” (Al-Hashr 8) Then He said: ‘And those who
come after them say: Our Lord, forgive us and brothers who preceded us in
faith’ (Al-Hashr 10). So, whoever does not say this for them has no share in the
fai’.”

(1) Fai’: The wealth or property that is taken from the disbelievers without fighting.

7
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[The Qur’an Is The Speech Of Allah]

4- The Qur’an is the Speech of Allah.
I heard Sufyan say to me: “The Qur’an is the Speech of Allah. Whoever says it
is created is an innovator. We have never heard anyone say such a thing.”




oA
PN N
C

@"‘;'

[The Statement Of Sufyan Regarding Iman]

5- T heard Sufyan say: “Faith consists of statement and action, and it increases

and decreases.”

His brother Ibrahim ibn ‘Uyaynah said to him: “O Abu Muhammad! Do not say
that it decreases.” Sufyan became angry and said: “Be quiet, boy! Rather, it
decreases until nothing remains of it!”
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[The Believers Seeing Their Lord]

6- Affirming seeing Allah after death.
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[Affirming The Attributes Of Allah]

7- What is stated in the Qur’an and Hadith, such as:

“And the Jews say: Allah’s Hand is tied up.(i.e. He does not give and spend of
His Bounty) Their hands are tied up!” (Al-Ma’idah 64)

And: “The heavens will be rolled up in His Right Hand.” (Az-Zumar 67)

10
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[Affirming The Attributes Of Allah]

And whatever resembles this from the Qur’an and Hadith, we do not add to it or
interpret it (explaining how). Rather, we stop where the Qur’an and Sunnah
stopped.

We say:“The Most Merciful rose over the Throne.” (Taha 5)

And whoever claims otherwise is a Jahmi who negates the attributes of Allah.

11
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[The Difference Between Ahl Al-Sunnah And The Khawarij]

8-We do not say, as the Khawarij say, that “Whoever commits a major sin has
committed disbelief (Kufr).”

12
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[Establishment Of Proof Against Those Who Abandons A Pillar Of Islam]

There is no Takfir (declaring someone a disbeliever) for any sin, except for
abandoning the five pillars, as the Messenger of Allah g& said:

“Islam is built upon five: The testimony that there is no deity worthy of worship
except Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, establishing the
prayer, giving zakah, fasting Ramadan, and performing Hajj.”

13
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[Establishment Of Proof Against Those Who Abandons A Pillar Of Islam]
9- As for three of these, the one who abandons them is not debated: Whoever

does not testify (Shahadah), does not pray, or does not fast, because these are
time-bound, and making them up after willful neglect does not suffice.

14



oA

4,">h|
\«I' SNy
C

[Establishment Of Proof Against Those Who Abandons A Pillar Of Islam]

As for Zakah, whenever it is given, it is accepted, but the one who withheld it is
sinful. As for Hajj, if it becomes obligatory upon someone and he has the
means, then it is obligatory upon him. However, it does not have to be
performed in that same year. If he performs it later, he has fulfilled it and is not
sinful for its delay.

15
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[Establishment Of Proof Against Those Who Abandons A Pillar Of Islam]

His family must perform Hajj on his behalf, and they may hope that it will be
accepted as fulfillment for him, just as debts are settled on behalf of the
deceased.
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