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In the name of Allaah the Entirely Merciful the
Especially Merciful
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All praise is for Allaah, the one who is glorified
by Tawheed (singling Him out in worship), and may
His peace and blessings be upon His slave and
messenger Muhammad, who is distinguished with
the loftiest increase, and upon his family and
companions, the people of virtue and upright view.
What follows is:
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This is a summary of the words of my book,
“Venerating knowledge”. It was prepared by



selecting it for the purpose of memorization, so
the gist was extracted from it for the mentioned
benefit, and a sample from every chapter was
placed in it; so that it will be as clear in the
hearts of students as the sun in the daytime, and
after that, for them to act and reflect.
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So, I ask Allaah that He makes me and them
adhere to the points of venerating knowledge, and

also for the attainment of His comprehensive
great favour.
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In the name of Allaah the Entirely Merciful the
Especially Merciful
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All praise is for Allaah, and T testify that there
is no deity worthy of worship except Allaah, and I
testify that Muhammad is His slave and
messenger, may Allaah’s solaah and peace be upon
him, his family and companions, as much as those
who learn and teach.
What follows:
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Verily the portion of knowledge one gains depends
on the amount he venerates and honours it in his



heart. Thus, whoever fills his heart with the
veneration and honouring of knowledge, then it is
fitting that it will be a place for knowledge.
Similarly, just as the amount of the veneration of
knowledge decreases in the heart; so does the
portion of the slave decreases in knowledge, until
there becomes from the hearts a heart that is
totally void of knowledge.
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So he who venerates knowledge, its lights would
shine on him, and the messengers of its arts
would come to him, and there would be no goal for
his aspiration other seeking after it, and no
pleasure for his soul other than thinking about it.
And it is as if Aboo Muhammad Ad-Daarimee, the
Haafiz, may Allaah have mercy upon him, pointed
to this meaning when he concluded the book of
knowledge in his Sunan that is named (Al-Musnad



Al-Jaami') with a chapter concerning venerating
knowledge.
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Moreover, the most helpful thing that can assist
one to achieve the veneration of knowledge is:
knowing the points through which knowledge is
venerated. They are the comprehensive sources
that bring about the greatness of knowledge in
the heart. So, whoever takes hold of these
points, would venerate knowledge and honour it,
while he who neglects them, has destroyed
himself and obeyed his desires, so he should not
blame anyone - if he loses his strength in seeking
knowledge- except himself, "you tied it with your
hands and blew it with your mouth"!.Moreover, he

1 This is an Arabic similitude, which is used in cases where someone was the cause of
his own destruction.



who does not honour knowledge wouldn't be
honoured by knowledge.
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The first point:
Purifying the vessel of knowledge
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(The vessel of knowledge) is the heart. So,
according to the amount the heart is purified, (to
that degree) would knowledge enter it. Thus, if
its purity increases, its capability for accepting
knowledge increases.
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So, whoever wishes to acquire knowledge let him
adorn his inner self and purify his heart from its
impurities, since knowledge is a fine gem that is
only fitting for a clean heart.
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Purifying the heart returns to (purifying it from)
two important fundamentals:

The first: Purifying it from the impurity of
Shubuhaat (causes of doubts).

The other is: Purifying it from the impurity of
Shahawaat (desires).
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So, if you are shy that people like yourself look at
the dirt on your clothes, then be ashamed of
Allaah's looking at your heart while it is filled
with grudges, distress, sins, and crimes.

In Saheeh Muslim, Aboo Hurairah, may Allaah be
pleased with him, reported that the Prophet
SallAllahu Alaihi wa sallam said: "Allaah does not



look to your bodies or wealth, but rather, He
looks to your hearts and actions”.
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Whoever purifies his heart knowledge settles in
it, and he who does not remove the impurities
from his heart, knowledge leaves it and goes
away.
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Sahl bin ‘Abdillaah may Allaah have mercy upon
him said: "it is prohibited that light enters into a
heart whilst in it are things that Allaah, the
Almighty hates.
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The second point:
Making one's intention sincere in seeking it
(knowledge)
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Verily sincerity in actions is the basis for its
acceptance and the stairway for it to reach
(Allaah).He, the Most High, said: "and they were
not commanded except to worship Allaah being
sincere to Him in religion” [Al-Bayyinah: 5]
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In the two Saheehs, it is reported that 'Umar,
may Allaah be pleased with him, reported that
the Prophet SallAllahu Alaihi wa sallam, said:
"Actions are by intentions and everyone shall have
what he intended”.
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And none from the pious predecessors
outstripped others and reached the high ranks
they reached, except by being sincere to Allaah
the Lord of the worlds.
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Aboo Bakr Al-Marroodhee, may Allah have mercy
upon him, said: T heard a man saying to Aboo
'‘Abdillaah -meaning Ahmad ibn Hambal - and he
mentioned to him truthfulness and sincerity; so

Aboo 'Abdillaah said: "it is because of that those
people were raised"”

So, a person only attains knowledge to the degree
of his sincerity.
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Being sincere in seeking knowledge is established
upon four fundamentals, through which the
intention of knowledge is achieved for the one
who intends to seek it:
First: Removing ignorance from oneself by being
acquainted with what is obligatory upon himself in
worship, and knowing what he is commanded with
and prohibited from.
Second: Removing ignorance from the creation by
teaching and guiding them to that which contains
prosperity for their worldly life and the life of
the hereafter.
The third: Enlivening the knowledge and
safeguarding it from being lost.



The fourth: Acting in accordance with the
knowledge.
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The pious predecessors - may Allaah have mercy
on them - used to be afraid of losing sincerity in
their seeking knowledge, so they would refrain
from claiming it. (However, this does not mean)
that they did not implement it in their hearts.
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Imaam Ahmad was asked: have you sought
knowledge for Allaah? So he replied: "(Seeking

Knowledge) for Allaah is rarell, however, it was
made loved to me, so I sought after it".
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Whoever neglects sincerity has missed lots of
knowledge, and abundant good.
It is imperative for one who is pursuing safety
that he should always check this fundamental -
that is, sincerity - in all of his affairs, whether
minute or lofty, secret or open.
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The difficulty of correcting one's intention
should make one always check it.
Sufyaan Ath-Thawree, may Allaah have mercy
upon him, said: "I have not treated anything more
difficult upon me than my intention, because it
keeps overturning on me".

e et 136 s g dmly Gt usT " U ol JB

Vol A gl sl cond BB ¢ g5 @i aan

Actually, Sulaimaan Al-Haashimee, may Allaah
have mercy upon him, said: "sometimes I start
narrating a Hadeeth and I have an intention, but
after reaching only a part of it my intention
changes, so, one Hadeeth needs many intentions”.
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The third point:
Gathering the determination of the self in
seeking after knowledge.
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The determination is gathered for what is sought
by pursuing three issues:

Firstly: To persist upon what is beneficial, so

whenever one is guided to what is beneficial, then

he should persist upon it.

Secondly: Seeking Allaah's help in fulfilling it.
Thirdly: Not procrastinating in reaching the goal.
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These three issues were gathered together in
the Hadeeth that was reported by Muslim that
Aboo Hurairah, may Allaah be pleased with him,
narrated that the Prophet SallAllahu Alaihi wa
sallam said: "Be persistent in attaining whatever
will benefit you, seek Allaah’s help and do not fall
short”.
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Al-Junaid, may Allaah have mercy upon him, said:
“None seeks after something with diligence and
truthfulness except that he gains it, and if he
does not gain all of it, he gains part of it".
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In Kitaabul Fawaaid, Ibnul-Qayyim, may Allaah
have mercy upon him, said: "When the star of
determination shines in the darkness of the night
of worthlessness, and this is then followed by the
moon of strong will; the land of the heart is
illuminated by the light of its Lord".
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And from that which elevates determination, and
gives eminence to the self is to consider the
conditions of those who preceded us, and knowing
about the determination of the people of the
past.
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Aboo 'Abdillaah, Ahmad Ibn Hambal - when he
was yet a young boy - would perhaps want to go to
the circles of (knowledge of) the shuyookh
before the Fajr prayer, but his mother would



grab his clothes -out of mercy -and say: “(wait)
until the Azaan is given or the morning begins”.
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Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdaadee, may Allaah have
mercy upon him, read the entire Saheeh Al-
Bukhaaree to Ismaa'eel Al-Heeree in three
sittings; two of them in two nights from the time
of Maghrib prayer until the Fajr Prayer, and the
third day from after sunrise until (the time for)
Maghrib prayer and from (after) Maghrib until
dawn.
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Aboo Muhammad Ibn At-Tabbaan in the beginning
(of his studies) would study the entire night, so



his mother would stop him from reading in the
night out of mercy for him. So he would take the
lamp and hide it under a big vessel, and pretend
to sleep, so when she went to sleep, he would take
out the lamp and would proceed to study.
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So be a man whose foot is firm on the ground
while his determination is fowering over the
stars, and do not be youthful in your body, and old
in your determination; for verily the
determination of the truthful never grows old.
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Abul Wafaa Ibn 'Ageel - a Hanbalie scholar and
one of the clever people of the world - would say
while in his eighties:



"My determination, resolve and manners have not
grown old

Nor my loyalty, my religion nor my generosity

It is only that my hair has changed its colour
And grey hair is not greyness in (one's)
determination”.
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The fourth point:
Expending effort in seeking the knowledge of
the Quraan and the Sunnah.
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Surely all beneficial knowledge goes back to the
speech of Allaah and the speech of His
messenger SallAllahu Alaihi wa sallam, while the
remainder of knowledge is either in its service, so
whatever serves it, deserves to be taken.

Or it is alien to it, and being ignorant of this kind
of knowledge is harmless.
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How beautiful is the statement of Tyaad Al-
Yahsubee in his book Al-Ilmaa”

"Knowledge is only (found) in two sources. None
goes beyond them except the one who is misled
from the lighted path

The knowledge of the Book and the knowledge of
the narrations, that were transmitted from the
taabi'ee and the companion.”
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This was the knowledge of the predecessors -
may Allaah have mercy upon them -, then after
them, speech in what was not beneficial
increased, so knowledge is found more in the
predecessors, while speech is more among those
who came after them.
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Hammaad Bin Zaid said: T asked Ayyoob As-
Sikhtiyaanee: "Is knowledge more abundant at



this time or in the past?” so he replied: "speaking
is more abundant today, while knowledge was
more abundant in the past”.
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The fifth point:
Threading the path that leads to it:
oy cose Byl apgllas Bl s 0 i) Joo Gk oslle S
Judy Jo Ll e b ol )y casllas iy | Lps Jus
Jg{u&? & s 550 uL,aT )9 csj,aﬁl\
Everything that is sought has a path that leads to
it, so whoever threads the path he is in pursuit
of, reaches it, and whoever deviates from it, does
not reach his goal. Surely, knowledge has a path
that whoever misses it, misses knowledge and

does not achieve his goal, or maybe he gains little
benefit with much fatigue.
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This path was mentioned in a complete way by
Muhammad Murtadaa Bin Muhammad Az-
Zabeedee - the author of (Taaj Al-'Aroos) - ina
poem called Alfiyat As-Sanad, he said:

"So none reaches the pinnacle (of knowledge) in a
thousand years.

So take the best from every type of knowledge.
By memorizing a text that comprises the most
correct views.

Learning it from (a teacher) that benefits and
advises."
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So the path of knowledge is founded on two
issues, whoever grasps them has venerated
knowledge, since he is seeking it from where it is
possible that he can achieve it,
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The first affair is to memorize a text that
comprises of the most correct views. So
memorizing is required. Moreover, whoever thinks
that he will acquire knowledge without
memorization is seeking the impossible. What
should be memorized is a text that comprises the
most correct views, which is approved by the
people who specialize in that specific type (of
knowledge).

caglen i 0 gd gt 1) £388 (ol e e ods Tl oY L
o)) pdd (e
As for the second issue, it is learning the text
from (a teacher) that benefits and advises, so
you resort to a shaykh from whom you understand

the meaning (i.e. of the text) and who possesses
two characteristics:
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The first of them is that he benefits, which
means that he is qualified in knowledge, so he is
to be from those who are known seekers of
knowledge who were instructed in it until they
mastered (it), so it reaches a point where he has
a strong aptitude for it.

The proof for this is what was related by Aboo
Daawood in his Sunan with a strong chain that Ibn
'‘Abbaas, may Allaah be pleased with them both,
reported that the Prophet SallAllahu Alaihi wa
sallam said: "you hear (from me), and people will
hear from you, and people will hear from those
who heard from you."
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What is considered here is the generality of the
address and not the specific ones who are
addressed. So it will always be from the
characteristic of knowledge in this nation that it
is taken by those who came after from their
predecessors.
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The second characteristic is counsel and advise,
which has two meanings:

One: The competence of the scholar so that his
example could be followed and his guidance
implemented with regards to his appearance,
actions and manners.

The second: That he knows the ways of teaching,
in such a manner that he teaches the student
with proficiency, and he knows what is beneficial
for him and what is harmful for him in accordance
with the knowledgeable upbringing that was
mentioned by Ash-Shaatiby in Al-Muwaafaqaat
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The sixth point
Being careful in acquiring the different types
of knowledge and giving preference to what is
more important over what is lesser in
importance
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Ibn Al-Jawzi in his Sayd Al-Khaatir said:
“gathering knowledge is praiseworthy”
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Take from every aspect of knowledge and do not
be ignorant concerning any of it

The free person is well acquainted with the
secrets.
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The Shaikh of our teachers Muhammad Ibn
Maani’, may Allaah has mercy upon him, said in
(the guidance of the students):

"It is not appropriate that the virtuous person
leave of f any type of beneficial knowledge that
helps him in understanding the Book (of Allaah)
and the Sunnah (of the Prophet SallAllahu Alaihi
wa sallam), if he knows that he possesses the
ability to learn it. Moreover, it is not befitting
for him to dispraise a knowledge that he is
ighorant of and belittle the one who knows it:
because doing that is a deficiency and despicable.
It is appropriate that the intellectual person
either speak with knowledge or be quiet with



tolerance, otherwise he would be included in the
following statement:

I was informed that Sahl censured due to
ighorance

Knowledge that Sahl is ignorant of

Knowledge, if he had read it, he would not have
hated it

But being pleased with ignorance is easy.” End
quote.
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Being careful in acquiring the different types of
knowledge can only be beneficial if two things are
relied upon:
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One of them is starting by (studying) the type (of
knowledge) that is more important over the one
that is lesser in importance. This would be based
upon what the learner needs in order to make him
upright in his duty to worship Allaah.
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The other is: that his aim in the beginning of his
quest is to learn a concise text in every area of
knowledge, until he finishes the different types
of beneficial knowledge. Thereafter, he looks to
that which suits his nature from these types of
knowledge and about which he feels to himself
that he possess the ability o accomplish it, so he
studies it in depth, whether it is one type of
knowledge or more.
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From the viral lines of poetry that the people of
Shingeet say is:

"If you want to achieve a type of knowledge, then
complete it,



And stay away from any other type, before
completing it,

Taking two types of knowledge simultaneously has
been prohibited,

If the twins race to come out together (from the
womb), they will never come out."
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Moreover, whoever knows that he has the ability
to master more than one type of knowledge (at
the same time) then he should do so, since his
condition would be an exception from the general
rule.
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The seventh point:
Taking the initiative in seeking knowledge by
making use of one's childhood and youth
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Ahmad, (may Allah have mercy on him), said: "I
did not liken youthful age except to something in
my sleeve that fell out of it".
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Moreover, knowledge (sought) in the years of
one's youth is easier upon a person, and it sticks
stronger.
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Al-Hasan Al-Basree may Allah have mercy on him
said: "learning in one's youth is like carving into a
rock"
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Thus, the strength of keeping knowledge in one's
youth is like the strength of the engraving in the
rock. So, whoever makes use of his youth gains

his goal, and praises in his old age his early move.
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Behold! Make use of your youth, O young man
Since in old age, people will praise those who
made the early move.
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Additionally, one should not misunderstand from
what was said before that the older person
cannot learn. Rather, the companions of the
Prophet, SallAllahu Alaihi wa sallam, sought
knowledge when they were old. Al-Bukhaaree, may
Allah have mercy on him, mentioned it in "the
book of knowledge", in his Saheeh.
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Al-Maawardee mentioned in (Adab Ad-Dunyaa
wad-Deen): Learning in old age only becomes
difficult due to the many business, dominant
interruptions and overwhelming increase in
contacts.

So, whoever is able to ward them off from
himself, will achieve knowledge.
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The eight point:

The necessity to be deliberate in seeking
knowledge and leaving off haste.
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Indeed, gaining knowledge is not achieved all at
once, since the heart is too weak for that; and
indeed knowledge is heavy in it (i.e. the heart),
like the heaviness of the rock in the hand of the
one who carries it.

1 07130y 0T, of [ o] {0 Ygd e e b} <l J6
[ o] S9N OT @0 0 oug A&} s JU LS = el OT A o
1909l o oy B Led ¢—

He, the Most High, said: "Indeed we will cast
upon you a heavy word." [Al-Muzzammil 73:5]
that is, the Quraan.



So, if this is the case with the Quraan that was
made easy - as Allaah, the Most High, said: "and
We have certainly made the Quraan easy for
remembrance." [Al-Qamar: 54:17] -; so what
would be thought about other types of
knowledge?!
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Due to this, the Quraan was revealed in sections,
based on incidents and events. He, the Most High
said: "And those who disbelieved say: 'Why was
the Quraan not revealed to him all at once?’
Thus [it is], that we may strengthen your
heart thereby. And have we spaced it
distinctly." [Al-Furqaan 25:32]
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This Aayah is a proof that one must be deliberate
in seeking knowledge, gradually progressing and
leaving of f haste; as Al-Khateeb Al-Baghdaadee
mentioned in (Al-Fageeh wal-Mutafaqqgih) and Ar-
Raaghib Al-Asfahaanee in the introduction of
(Jaami' At-Tafseer).
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From the poem of Ibn An-Nahhaas Al-Halabee
(may Allaah have mercy upon him), is his
statement:

“Today something and tomorrow something like it,
From the best type of knowledge that are
gathered,

One attains wisdom by ift,

And the flood is only the assembling of drops”
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What is demanded in order to be deliberate in
seeking knowledge, and progressing gradually is
that one starts with the small, summarized texts
in the different sciences of knowledge,
memorizes and understands it, while staying away
from reading lengthy books, which is beyond the
level of the student.
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Moreover, the one who is exposed to looking into
bigger books might destroy his religion, and
overstepping being moderate in seeking knowledge
might contribute to him losing it. And from the
beautiful wise statements is that of Abdul
Kareem Ar-Rifaa'ee -one of the scholars of
Damascus of Ash-Shaam from the generation

prior to this one-: "Food of the adult is poison for
the breastfeeding child".
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The ninth point:
Being patient in seeking and imparting
knowledge.
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That is because ho great affair is achieved
except by patience. Moreover, the greatest thing
that one's self endures in seeking lofty matters is
making it patient upon it. It is for this reason
that we were ordered to be patient and endure
with patience in order to achieve the basis of
Eemaan, and at other times, to achieve its
perfection. He, the Most High said: "O you who



believed be patient and endure with patience."
[Aal-Imraan 3: 200].

He, the Most High also said: "And keep yourself
patient with those who call upon their Lord in

the morning and the evening seeking His face."
[Al-Kahf 18:28].
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Yahyaa ibn Abee Katheer said in explaining this
Aayah: "It refers to the sittings of Figh
(knowledge)".
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Additionally, one cannot achieve knowledge
except by being patient.

Yahyaa ibn Abee Katheer also said: "Knowledge
cannot be achieved with the comfort of the body
(i.e. without struggle)”.
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It is through patience that one gets out of the
dishonour of ignorance, and with it, the sweetness
of knowledge is achieved.



Patience relating to knowledge is of two types:
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One of them is being patient in gathering and
gaining it, since memorizing needs patience,
understanding needs patience, going to the

sittings of knowledge needs patience, and
fulfilling the teacher's rights needs patience.
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The second type is: being patient in conveying it
and spreading it, since sitting to teach students
needs patience, making the students understand
heeds patience, and overlooking their mistakes
heeds patience.
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Beyond these two types of patience that is
needed for knowledge; is being patient in



exercising these two types of patience, and being
firm upon it (i.e. patience).
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Everyone strives for high goals,
However, firmness is rare in men.
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The tenth point:
Sticking to the manners of knowledge
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Ibn Al-Qayyim, may Allaah have mercy on him, in
his book, Madaarij As-Saalikeen, said:

"The good manners of a person is the epitome of
his happiness and success, while being ill-
mannered is the epitome of his misery and
stagnation. This is because nothing can secure the
good of this life and the afterlife like good
manners. On the other hand, being prevented of
their good has not been acquired with anything as
it has been acquired with bad manners”.
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A person rises not without good manners
Even if he has an honourable lineage or status....
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The one fit for knowledge is only he who is well-
mannered with the mannerism towards knowledge
in himself, and classes, and with his teacher and
classmate.

Yusuf ibn Al-Husain said: "with good manners you
will understand the knowledge”. That is because
the well-mannered person is seen as deserving
the knowledge so it is given to him. As for the ill-
mannered person the knowledge should be
honoured from being lost with him.
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Due to this the predecessors, may Allaah have
mercy onh them, used to pay attention to learning

good manners as they would pay attention to
learning knowledge

.”vus Oseday LS™ (bl Ogalany 15187 15 o) JG



Ibn Seereen, (may Allaah have mercy upon him),
said: "they would learn good manners like they
would learn knowledge”.
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Rather some of them would learn it (i.e. good
manners) before learning knowledge.

s OF I3 ooV e ¢ STl U i3 e sl il e JUS

.Hru‘
Maalik Ibn Anas said to a young man from

Quraish: "My nephew, learn good manners before
learning knowledge”.
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And they would also display their need for it.
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One-day Makhlad bin Husain said to Ibn

Mubaarak: "We are more in need of lots of good
manners than our need for a lot of knowledge".

4l O9dng c Ogos 9315



They would advise one another with it (i.e. good
manners), and direct one another to it,
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Maalik said: "My mother used to tie my 'imaamah,
and she would say to me: go to Rabee'ah - she
meant Ibn Abee 'Abdir-Rahmaan the jurist of the

people of Madeenah in his time - and learn from
his manners before his knowledge”.

Many students of this time are only deprived of
knowledge due to being neglectful of good
manners.
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Al-Laith bin Sa'd once overlooked some of the
students of Hadeeth, and he saw something he
did not like, so he said: "What is this?! You are
more in need of a little amount of manners than
you are in need of lots of knowledge”.
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So what will Al-Laith say if he sees the state of
many of the students of knowledge in this time?!
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The eleventh point:
Protecting knowledge from what soils it

regarding what nullifies one's sense of honour
or goes against it.
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Whoever does not safeguard the knowledge would
not be safeguarded by the knowledge - as Ash-
Shaafi'ee said - and whoever breaches his sense
of honour by involving in what soils him, has
belittled the knowledge, did not honour it and as
such has fallen into idleness, so he ends up losing
the attribute of knowledge.
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Wahb bin Munabbih may Allaah have mercy upon
him said: "The idle will not be from the wise".
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Ibn Taymiyyah the grandfather in his book Al-
Muharrar, and his grandson followed him in his
Fataawaa - (both) said: "One's sense of honour
goes back to using that which beautifies oneself
and staying away from that which tarnishes him
and soils him".
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It was said to Aboo Muhammad Sufyaan ibn
‘Uyaynah: "you have derived everything from the
Quraan so where is (the proof of safeguarding)
one's sense of honour in it?" So he said: "in His
the Most High statement: 'Take what is given
freely, enjoin good, and turn away from the
ignorant.’ [Al-A'raaf] - the sense of honour, good
manners, and noble etiquettes are found in this
Aayah."
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One of the most important attitude a student
must possess is to upkeep his sense of honour,
and stay away from that which nullifies it. Some
examples of nullifying one's sense of honour are
as follows: shaving the beard, constantly looking
around in the pathways, stretching out one's feet
in public gatherings without need, accompanying
the lowly, base, lewd, and idle people, or wrestling
with youths and small children.
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The twelfth point:
Choosing good company in seeking knowledge
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Taking a companion is a hecessity imbedded in the
creation, so the student of knowledge needs to
befriend other students so that this co-operation
might help him in gaining knowledge and striving in
Its cause.

If the companionship in knowledge is safe from
disasters, then it helps one to reach the goal.
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The one who seek after heights should only
choose good companions who will help him along,
for verily the friend affects his friend.
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Aboo Daawood and At-Tirmizee reported that
Aboo Hurairah, may Allaah be pleased with him,
reported that the Prophet SallAllahu Alaihi wa

sallam said: "A man is on the way of his friend, so
let one looks to whom he befriends”.
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Ar-Raaghib Al-Asfahaanee said: "One is not only
affected by the actions and statements of the
one he sits with, rather, (he is also affected) by
merely looking at him".
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Therefore, one should choose his companion
because of virtue and not because of benefit or



pleasure since virtue, benefit, and pleasure are
the three causes of friendship.
This was mentioned by our teachers’ Shaykh
Muhammad Al-Khidr bin Husain in Rasaail Al-
Islaah.
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So take as friend the virtuous person, because by
him you will be known.
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Ibn Maani' may Allaah have mercy on him said in
Irshaad At-Tullaab - while advising the student
of knowledge -:"And one should take every
precaution to be on his guard in mixing with
people who are foolish, lewd, base, with bad
reputation, and stupid because being with them is
a reason for one to be deprived and become
miserable”.
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The thirteenth point:

Sparing no effort in memorizing the knowledge,
revising it and asking about it.
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Merely taking knowledge from the teachers is not
beneficial without memorizing it, revising it, and
asking about it. This, in turn, actualizes
venerating knowledge in the heart of the student
of knowledge because he completely focuses on it
and busies himself with it. This is because
memorizing is being by yourself, and revision is
achieved by sitting with a mate and asking is
drawing near to the scholar.
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The great scholars have always encouraged
memorizing and commanded it.

T heard our Shaikh Ibn 'Uthaimeen may Allaah
have mercy upon him said: "we memorized a little
and read a lot, but we benefitted from what we
memorized more than we benefitted from what
we read”.

With revision, the life of knowledge lasts in one's
self, and one's attachment to it increases.

What is meant by revision is studying with one's
companion.

We were commanded to maintain and upkeep the
Quraan which is the easiest type of knowledge.
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Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim reported that Ibn
‘Umar, may Allaah be pleased with them, reported



that the Prophet SallAllahu Alaihi wa sallam said:
“the parable of the one who learns the Quraan is
like that of the owner of a tied camel, if he
guards it, he keeps it and if he leaves it, it goes
away”
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Ibn ‘Abdil-Barr, may Allaah have mercy upon him,
in his book At-Tamheed said about this Hadeeth:
"If the Quraan which was made easy for
remembrance is like the tied camel, whoever
guards it keeps it, then what about other types
of knowledge?!"
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Asking about knowledge opens up its treasures,
while good manners in asking questions is half of
knowledge. Moreover, the gathered questions -
like those asked to Ahmad that were reported



from him- is a clear proof of the immense benefit
of asking questions.
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These three meanings regarding knowledge is like
the planting of a tree, watering it, and nurturing
it with what saves its strength and wards off its
defects. Memorization is like planting the seed of
knowledge, while revision is like watering it, and
asking about it, is its nurturing.
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The fourteenth point:
Honouring the people of knowledge and
respecting them:
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The virtues of the scholars are tremendous, and
their status is dignified since they are the
fathers of the soul. The scholar is a father of
the soul just as one's father is the father of his
body: therefore, acknowledging the virtues of
teachers is a compulsory right.
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Shu'bah Bin Al-Hajjaaj said: "I am the slave of
anyone from whom I heard a Hadeeth".
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This meaning was derived from the Quraan by
Muhammad Bin '‘Alee Al-Udfowee, may Allaah have
mercy upon him, who said: "Whenever someone
learns from a scholar and benefits from him, then
he is like a slave to him, Allaah the Most High
said: "And when Moosaa said to his servant..”
[Al-Kahf: 60], his servant was Yoosha' Bin Noon,
he was not his slave, rather he was his student,
and follower, so Allaah called him his servant for
this reason”.
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Islamic Law has ordered guarding the rights of
the scholars, out of honour and respect for them.
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Ahmad reported in the Musnad that 'Ubaadah Bin
As-Saamit, may Allaah be pleased with him,



reported that the Messenger of Allaah SallAllahu
Alaihi wa sallam said: "He who does not respect
the elders, be merciful to the young, and gives
our scholar his rights is not from us”.

Ibn Hazm conveyed that there is consensus
among the scholars that the scholars should be
respected and honoured.
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From the necessary manners that the student
must possess for the teacher -which comes under
this point - is being humble to him, paying
attention to him, not looking away from him, and
adhering to the manners of speaking with him.
Moreover, when speaking about him one should
honour him without exaggeration, but rather



placing him in his rightful position lest he
disgrace him from the point he wanted to praise
him. He should also thank him for what he taught
him, supplicate for him, not show his
independence of him, and not harming him in
speech or action. Rather, he should be gracious in
bringing his mistake to his attention, if he falls
into a mistake.
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In summary, it is suitable to point out those
necessary things one needs to observe when
dealing with the mistake of a scholar.
They consist of six matters:
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The first: confirming that he (the scholar) was
indeed guilty of the slip he made.
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The second: confirming that his slip was indeed a
mistake. This is the job of the firmly rooted



scholars only, so they are the ones that should be
asked about it.
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The third: not following the scholar in his error.
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The fourth: searching for a fitting excuse for
him by providing an acceptable explanation.

The fifth: advising him with kindness and in
secrecy, not with harshness or defaming him.
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The sixth: safeqguarding his status, so that his
honour is not lost in the hearts of the Muslims.
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From what one should be warned about relative to
respecting the scholars are those things that
appears to be respect, however, in reality, it is
humiliation and disrespect, like crowding the



scholar, narrowing his pathway, and forcing him to
use the most difficult path.



PR E A RRT-HY
dal J) alSCan 3y

The fifteenth point:
Referring problematic issues to its rightful
people
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The one who venerates knowledge depends on its
high-ranking scholars to solve its problematic
issues. Moreover, one should not put himself into
something he is incapable of since he fears
speaking about Allaah without knowledge, and
fabricating lies about the religion. This is because
he fears the anger of Ar-Rahmaan over his fear
of the whip of the leader.



Indeed, the scholars have spoken out of
knowledge, and with great insight they remain
silent. Thus, when they speak in the problematic
issues, then say what they say, and if they remain
silent about it, then let whatever they see as
fitting for themselves be fitting for you.
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From the greatest problematic affairs are the

trials that are going on, and new incidents that
increase as ftime goes by.
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It is only those who go back to the scholars, and
stick to what they say that are saved from the
fire of the trials and the flames of tribulations.

Thus, if anything they say is unclear to someone,
he thinks good of them, leaving his opinion for



theirs, for verily they have more experience and
they are the people of such affairs. Moreover, if
they differ amongst themselves then he sticks to
the opinion of the majority of them; threading
the safe path, since there is nothing like
remaining safe.
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How beautiful is the statement of Ibn 'Aasim in
Murtaqaa Al-Wusool!:
It is imperative if there are problems in
understanding,
That we think good of the people of knowledge.
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From these complex problems are the rebutting
of the mistakes of the scholars, and the deviant
statements of the people of innovation. Only the
deep-rooted scholars are to speak about these.



As was explained by Ash-Shaatibee in Al-
Muwaafaqgaat, and Ibn Rajab in Jaami' Al-'Uloom
wal-Hikam.

Therefore, the safe path is that it be presented
to the deeply rooted scholars, and to stick to
their opinion concerning it.
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The sixteenth point:
Honouring the sittings of knowledge, and
respecting its vessels.
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Verily the sittings of the scholars are like that of
the Prophets. Sahl Bin Abdillaah said: "whoever
wishes to look at the sittings of the Prophets
then let him look at the sittings of the scholars.
A man comes and says (addressing the scholar):
"0 so and so, what do you say about one who
swears to his wife saying such and such?" So, he

(the scholar) replies: “his wife is divorced.” Then,
another man comes by and says: "what do you say



about one who swears to his wife saying such and
such?” So he (the scholar) replies: "She is not
divorced by what he said"”.

This is for none except a Prophet or a scholar, so
acknowledge this for them".
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It is upon the student of knowledge to recognize
the rights of the sittings of knowledge so that he
sits in a mannerly way, listening to the teacher
while looking at him. He does not look away from
him without a necessity. He should not be
disturbed by any noise he hears, nor play with his
hands and feet, nor recline in the presence of his
teacher, nor lean on his hands. Moreover, he
should avoid groaning and moving a lot, he should
not speak to his neighbour, if he sneezes, he



should lower his voice, and if he yawns, he should
cover his mouth after compressing it to the best
of his ability.
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Connected to honouring the sittings of knowledge,
is honouring its vessels that protects it. Its main
support is books. Therefore, it is fitting that the
student of knowledge protects his book,
safeguards it, respects it, and takes full care of
it, not taking it as a box in which he fetches his
belongings, nor taking it as a horn, so he folds it.
Whenever he puts it down, he does so with
gentleness and care.
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One day, Ishaaq Bin Raahoowyah threw a book
that was in his hand, and Aboo Abdillaah Ahmad



Ibn Hanbal saw him so he got angry and said: "Is
like this the speech of the righteous treated?!”

@&y@%omsg el s anzy ol (DS e 1 S Yy
e Ay (2 V) e asd

One should not lean on the book, nor put it by his
feet, and if he is reading from it to his teacher
then he should raise it off the ground and carry
it in his hand.
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The seventeenth point:
Defending knowledge and protecting it:
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Verily knowledge has great sanctity. This entails
defending it if it is subjected to what is not
befitting.
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Defending knowledge has manifested in different
ways among the people of knowledge, from it is:
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Refuting the one who opposes it, so anyone whose
opposition of the legislation becomes clear is
rebutted, regardless of who he is. This is done
out of passion for the religion and as advice for
the Muslims.
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And from it is: boycotting the innovator; it was
mentioned by Aboo Yd'laa Al-Farraa that there is
an agreement among the scholars on it.
Therefore, knowledge should not be taken from
the people of innovation. However, if there is a
necessity, then there is no problem with that, as
is found in the narrations of the scholars of
Hadeeth with regards to them.
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Moreover, from it is: rebuking the student if he
oversteps his limits in his research, or he gives
the impression of being argumentative or ill
mannered.
Moreover, if the teacher needs to expel him from
his sitting in order to reprimand/restrict him
then he should, as Shu'bah, may Allaah have



mercy upon him, used to do with ‘Affaan Bin
Muslim in his lessons.
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The student may also be reprimanded by the
Shaykh not paying attention to him, or not
answering him since remaining silent is an answer
(for him), that was mentioned by Al-A'mash.
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And we have seen many of our teachers do this.
From them is the scholar Ibn Baaz, may Allaah
have mercy on him, so sometimes a questioner
asks him about something that does not benefit
him so the Shaikh leaves of f answering him and
instructs the reader to continue reading, or he
would answer him with an answer that is different
from what the questioner intended.
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The eighteenth point:
Using discretion when asking the scholar:

Jjw‘ ol QLQJ.*.S‘ 4 U"'”T P9 c;j.wj‘ R.C«Lfvb dall Jau..gb W\

(Using discretion when asking the scholar) is a
means of fleeing from disturbing questions, and
safeguarding the prestige of the scholar. This is
because some questions are meant to cause
disturbance, create trials, and bring about evil.
So if the scholars find these types of questions
in someone, this person will see from them things
he does not like, as was mentioned above with
regards to the way students are sometimes
rebuked, so one should take care in asking the
scholar, and none succeeds in that except if he
follows these four principles:
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The first is pondering upon the question, so (he
should consider) why is he asking?

His goal in asking the question should be to gain
understanding and to learn, not harassment and
mockery since the one who intends evil in his
question will be deprived of the blessings of
knowledge, and prevented from its benefit.
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The second principle is paying attention to what
you are asking about. So do not ask about things
that has no benefit in them, whether that is
concerning your situation, or the question itself,
like asking about things that did not happen yet,
or issues that are not to be told to everyone, but
only meant for specific people.
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The third principle is to pay attention to the
state of the Shaikh to make sure that he is fit to
answer. So he should not ask the Shaikh in a
state that might prevent him from answering, like
if he is worried, or busy thinking, or walking on
the road, or driving his car. Rather, the student
should choose a time when he is in a good state.
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The fourth principle is the questioner should pay
attention to the way he asks the question. So he
constructs it in a nice mannerly way, starting by
supplicating for the Shaikh, and being respectful
when addressing him, so he should not address
him like one addresses the people in market or
regular people.



JECPSHENTAT
dole andey Wl CUAll Cards

The nineteenth point:
Having a passionate heart for knowledge and
letting it overwhelm his heart:
el s el by Yy car CLAN lasy e Gy o AR Buad
g S Wl 0SS g
Truly seeking after knowledge should bring about
love for it and cause the heart to be passionately
attached to it. Moreover, one would not achieve

any great level in knowledge until his greatest
pleasure is found in it.
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The pleasure of knowledge is only gained if three
things are present in someone. This was

mentioned by Aboo 'Abdillaah Ibn Al-Qayyim,
may Allaah have mercy upon him:

One of it is making every effort (in seeking it).
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The second is truthfulness in seeking it.
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The third is correcting the intention and being
sincere.
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The (above) three matters cannot be
accomplished except by removing from his heart
everything that distracts him.

Jdsg 308" pwsdi L) allas gl (Sl Olalid) 300 Bgb Wl 540 0)
.Sﬁj‘i« cled Mj csjg.'éj JBAT L@l}gj

Indeed the delight of knowledge is greater than
the delight found in leadership and authority that
many souls seek after and behind which great
wealth is spent and, in its cause, lots of blood are
spilt.
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It is because of this that kings long for the
delight found in knowledge, feel its loss, and seek
after it.
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It was said to Aboo Ja'far Al-Mansoor -the
famous Abbasid caliph whose kingdom filled the
east and the west-: "Does there remain anything
from the pleasure of this worldly life that you
have not gained?”
So- while sitting on his throne - he said: "there is
one thing that remains: that I sit on a bench
surrounded by the students of Hadeeth -meaning
students of knowledge - so the conveyor? says:
who is it that you mentioned may Allaah have
mercy upon you?"
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2 The conveyer is a person who would be standing in the midst of the sittings of
Hadeeth in the pass when the sittings were large, his job was to convey what the Shaikh
said to those who cannot hear him because of the distance, when everyone was ready
he would ask the Shaikh: who is it that you mentioned may Allaah have mercy upon
you?, then the Shaikh would start narrating his Ahaadeeth.



Meaning that he replies: so and so informed us,
that so and so informed him, and he goes on
narrating Hadeeth with a connected chain.
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Whenever the heart is filled with the delight of
knowledge, all other pleasure fall away, and the
soul pays no attention to it; rather, because of

this pleasure, the pain that afflicts him becomes
pleasurable.



Ojj,f-.’.’\ Adal.!
‘..w\ g iyl bi
The twentieth point:

Safeguarding one's time in knowledge:
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Ibn Al-Jawzee said in his Said Al-Khaatir: "it is
imperative that a person knows the virtue of his
time and its value so that he does not waste a
moment of it in other than that which brings him
closer to Allaah. So he starts using it in what is
more virtuous over what is lesser in virtue from

statements and actions.”
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It is because of this the scholars took great care
in safeguarding their time, until Muhammad Bin
Abd Al-Baaqee Al-Bazzaaz said: "I have never
wasted a moment of my life in play and pastime”.
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And Aboo Al-Wafaa Ibn 'Aqeel - who wrote the
book Al-Fonoon in eight hundred volumes - said:
“it is not allowed for me to waste a moment of my
life".
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Some of them even reached a state where it was

read to them whilst they were eating, and others

were read to, even when they were in the toileft.
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So safequard your time, O student; the righteous
minister Ibn Hubairah was very emphatic when he
advised you with his statement
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And time is the most expensive thing that you can
safequard



And I see that it is the easiest thing that you
waste.



The end of the summary.



