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The Differences between the Friday (Jumu‘ah) and Dhuhr Prayer

Sh. Muhammad Ibn Saleh al-Uthaymeen <l 4s>,
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1. The Friday prayer is not valid except when performed in
congregation, though there is a difference amongst the scholars

regarding the required number. In contrast, the Dhuhr prayer is valid
whether performed individually or in congregation.
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2. The Friday prayer is only held in villages, towns, and cities, whereas
the Dhuhr prayer may be performed anywhere.
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3. The Friday prayer is not obligatory while traveling. If a group of
travelers passes through a town where it has already been held, it is not
upon them to establish it again. However, the Dhuhr prayer is
performed both while traveling and while not traveling.
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4. The Friday prayer is held in only one masjid in the town, except when
there is a need [to perform it in more than one masjid]. The Dhuhr
prayer, however, is performed in every masjid.
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5. If the time for the Friday prayer passes, it is not to be made up.
Instead, a person should pray Dhuhr. This is because, according to the
conditions of the Friday prayer, it must be prayed at its set time.

However, if the Dhuhr prayer is missed for a valid excuse, it can be
made up later.
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6. Women are not required to perform the Friday prayer; it is

specifically [obligatory] for men. However, praying the Dhuhr prayer is
obligatory for both men and women.
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7. The Friday prayer is not required of the slave man, though the
scholars have differed on the matter, and it needs further detail.

However, the Dhuhr prayer is obligatory for both the free and those
enslaved.
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8. The Friday prayer is obligatory even upon the one who cannot reach

it except by riding (i.e., using a vehicle). In contrast, the Dhuhr prayer is

not obligatory [in the masjid in congregation] upon the one who cannot
reach it except by riding.
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9. The Friday prayer has certain rituals to be performed before it, such

as taking a ritual bath (ghusl), applying perfume, wearing the best
clothes, and other than that unlike the Dhuhr prayer.
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10. If someone misses the Friday prayer, they should pray Dhuhr
instead, not the Friday prayer. If someone misses the Dhuhr prayer,

they should make it up the same way the Imam prayed it unless they
are allowed to shorten it, [such as the case of a traveler].
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11. The Friday prayer may be performed before Zawal (when the sun
passes its zenith), according to the opinion of many scholars. In

contrast, it is not permissible to perform the Dhuhr prayer before
Zawal, by consensus of the scholars.
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12. In the Friday prayer, it is recommended (Sunnah) to recite aloud,
while in Dhuhr prayer, it is recommended to recite silently.
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13. In the Friday prayer, it is recommended (Sunnah) to recite specific
Surahs, either Surah Al-A’la and Al-Ghashiyah, or Surah Al-Jumu‘ah and
Al-Munafiqun. In the Dhuhr prayer, there are no specific Surahs to be
recited.
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14. Regarding the Friday prayer, there are specific narrations of the
immense reward for its observance and severe punishment for its
neglect. In contrast, there are no such specific narrations concerning
the Dhuhr prayer.
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15. The Friday prayer does not have a regular Sunnah (ratibah) prayer
before it. The Prophet & instructed those who perform it to pray four
rak‘ahs after it. As for the Dhuhr prayer, there is a regular Sunnah
prayer before it. There is no specific instruction to pray after it [from
the statements of the Prophet &8], although there are regular Sunnah
prayers after it [from the actions of the Prophet &].

Lo Ly sud ol 3oy lidas giws dzosdl 8o

16. The Friday prayer is preceded by two sermons (khutbahs), whereas
the Dhuhr prayer has no sermon.
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17. For the Friday prayer, after its second call to prayer (adhan), buying
and selling are not valid for those upon whom it is obligatory to attend.

As for the Dhuhr prayer, buying and selling remain valid after its call to
prayer, even for those upon whom it is obligatory to pray.
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18. If the Friday prayer has been performed and completed in a
particular masjid, it is not repeated in that masjid or any other.

However, if the Dhuhr prayer has been performed in a masjid, it can
still be made up in that masjid or elsewhere.
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19. According to some scholars, the validity of the Friday prayer is
conditional upon the permission of the legitimate ruler. In contrast, the

Dhuhr prayer does not require such consent, according to scholarly
consensus.
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20. There is a special reward for those who come early to the Friday

prayer, with the reward varying depending on how early they arrive.
Angels at the masjid doors record the names of those attending,
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beginning with those who come first. This has not been narrated
regarding the Dhuhr prayer.
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21. The Friday prayer is not delayed due to intense heat, whereas the
Dhuhr prayer is recommended to be delayed during extreme heat.
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22. Combining the Asr prayer with the Friday prayer is not valid, even
when combining Asr with Dhuhr would be permitted. However,

combining the Asr prayer with Dhuhr is valid when there is a legitimate
excuse.
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Some scholars have enumerated more than thirty rulings, although

several beyond what has been mentioned are either open to critique or
encompassed in the rulings previously discussed.
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