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Bringing Children to the Masjid

Sh. Muhammad Ibn Saleh al-Uthaymeen <l 4s>,
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Question: What is the ruling on bringing underage children to the
masjid who are wearing diapers that may often contain impurities in
them? If they are brought in, should they be sent away or not?
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He replied: Bringing children to the masjid is permissible as long
as they do not cause harm. If they cause harm, then they should be
prevented. But the way to prevent them is to contact their guardians
and say: Your children are disturbing us, harming us, and so on.

The Prophet & would enter into his prayer intending to prolong
it, then he would hear a boy crying and alter his prayer, fearing that his
mother might become distracted.

This indicates that children were present in the masajid; however,
as we mentioned, if they cause harm, their guardians should prevent
them, lest a fitnah occurs. The reason is that if you expel a seven-year-
old boy who causes harm in the masjid and you hit him, his father will
rise against you. Because most people nowadays lack justice and
fairness, speaking to them may lead to enmity and hatred amongst you.
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Therefore, the solution to the problem is to prevent them through
their parents so that there is no fitnah.

As for the issue of bringing them, it is not preferable to bring
them; however, the mother may be forced to bring them because there
is no one in the house and she would like to attend a lesson, or the
night prayer in Ramadan, and so on.

In any case, if bringing the child will cause harm or distract his
father, for example, from his prayer due to concern for his child, he
should not bring them.

Additionally, if the child is young and still wears diapers, they will
not benefit from attending. As for those who are seven years old or
older, whom we are commanded to order to pray, they benefit from
attending the masajid.

That being said, you cannot make a judgment on everyone. It
could be that the child’s mother may not be present, or is deceased, or
may have gone to fulfill a necessary need, and there is no one in the
house.

Now, the father is faced with two options: either he leaves the
congregational prayer and stays with his child, or he brings them along
to the masjid; he must weigh the two options and see what is more
preferable.
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