peoll eyl dl ey
Allah # says:
(41 galass a1 i

{Fear Allah, and Allah Teaches You}
[Surah al-Baqarah: 282]

Sh. Muhammad lbn Saleh al-Uthaymeen il 4.~
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1. Among the benefits derived from this verse: The obligation of
fearing Allah # as indicated by His statement: {Fear Allah}.
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2. Allah’s favor upon His servants by teaching them, as He says:
{And Allah teaches you}.
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3. Islam is comprehensive in its rulings, encompassing matters
related to worship of Allah as well as dealings between people.
After mentioning these directives, Allah says: {And Allah teaches
you}. This refutes the claim of those who allege that Islam only
reforms and regulates the relationship between a servant and his
Lord and has no connection to interactions between people.
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4. The original state of the human being is ignorance, based on His
statement: {And Allah teaches you}. Allah 3 also says: {Allah
brought you forth from your mothers’ wombs knowing nothing,
and He gave you hearing, sight and hearts [i.e., intellect], so that
you may give thanks}. [Surah An-Nahl: 78]
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5. The affirmation of the attribute of knowledge for Allah & from

His statement: {And Allah teaches you}, for the one who teaches
must possess knowledge.
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6. Knowledge is one of the greatest favors of Allah #& upon His
servants, as indicated by His statement: {And Allah teaches you}.
Likewise, Allah #& says: {Allah bestowed a great favor upon the
believers when He sent among them a Messenger from among
themselves, reciting unto them His revelations, purifying them,
and teaching them the Book and wisdom, although before that
they had been in manifest error} [Aal ‘Imran: 164]
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There is no doubt that knowledge is among the greatest blessings.

Allah # says: {Allah will raise those who believe among you and
those who were given knowledge in degrees} [Al-Mujadilah: 11]
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The scholars are the heirs of the Prophets. Knowledge is superior to
wealth—there is no comparison between them whatsoever. It is
like striving (jihad) in the path of Allah, for Islam spread only



through knowledge and through force and arms: the latter subdues
the enemy, while the former illuminates the path for him.
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Thus, if the enemy humbles himself to Islam, complies with its
rulings, and pays the jizyah, it becomes obligatory to refrain from
fighting him. However, striving through knowledge is required from
everyone. Armed jihad is only against the openly declared

disbeliever, not the hypocrite; whereas striving through knowledge
applies to both—the hypocrite and the openly declared disbeliever.
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Knowledge is far superior to wealth. It is a form of jihad in the path
of Allah—especially in our present time. People have become
exposed to one another, cultures intermingle, and ideas are taken
from every direction. The people now are in urgent need of

knowledge firmly grounded upon the Qur’an and Sunnah, so that
they do not fall into layers of darkness upon darkness.
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You may find a man who encounters one or two hadiths and then
proclaims, “I am the renowned one, the one who ascends the
heights! Who can attain my rank? | issue verdicts according to ten
schools of thought!” Yet he criticizes those who oppose him—even
if they are among the major scholars—and may exaggerate the
mistakes of someone known for virtue, knowledge, and religion.
This is extremely dangerous. Even if a layperson trusts a particular
individual and is not initially concerned by such speech, constant
repetition will inevitably leave an effect. Therefore, we see that

seeking knowledge is among the most important matters,
especially in this time.
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